RoBERT K, SPRADLING AucusT 20, 1978
AIMI

- "THE MAN WHO WANTED TO BE SOMEBODY FOR GOD”

I CHRONICLES 4:9-10

_ SEVERAL YEARS AGO, WHILE ON VACATION IN
| HREINIA, ;MY _FAMILY AND | SPENT AN HOUR OR SO WALKING
THROUGH e , READING THE

: ANES AND INSCRIPTIONS ON THE TOMBSTONES, THIS

{MORNI WE WILL MEET AN
Mﬂu&fﬁ” NAMELY, THE BOOK ¢
OST OF US FIND HRONICLES TO BE ----laiﬁﬁuﬁ S
ST HE-FIRST NINE CHA RECORD OF

%:£1'~1MP0RTANT PEOPLE IN SRAEL TO THE BEGINNING OF THE

(sl

KINGDOM UNDER DAVID. I[N THE HEBREW MANUSCRIPTS,
Jeckn, CHRONICLES WAS wONE_RBOOK. IT WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO
— ) BY THE ANSLATORS. MANY CHRISTIANS
WAPPLY THE P WHILE READING CHRONICLES, BUT
IN THIS RPOOK FROM TIME TO TIME AN G AND

ARRESTS YOUR ATTENTION, iEOMMENT
CONCERNING READING THIS BQQK
«m WHILE TRAVELING AND HIS DISCOVERY OF JABEZ.§ [T wAS

UNDER HIS MINISTRY I THAT |_FIRST SAW THIS
' WHILE
0 B;BLT WE TOUCHEL

IN MORE DETAIL., N HIS

CONSIDERING THE
UPON HIS LIFE.
BOOK ENTITLED

ODAY,
SWALD SANDERS
CONSIDERS THE PRAYER OF JABEZ AND THE CHKETEﬁE

TITLE 1 IN THE LIFE OF
ABEZ WE SEE A MAN WHO WANTED TO BE
D THAT RESPECT HE IQUEWTHE
LE OR IN O 1

II H_I_S__EE.B.S_O_N.-VIQ

TWO OUTSTANDING ASPECTS OF HIS PERSON ARE
REVEALED IN V. 9:

A. His HEREDITY

JABEZ HAD.A..H.EBEDJ.I.LHAN.D.LCAE.. THIS IS
REVEALED IN THE STATEMENTS ABOUT HIS ;REIHREN AND
™ HISMOIHER. [HE TEXT_SAYS JABEZ WAS JE_EE_HQNQBAELE
THE WORD HONORABLE MEANS
iﬁ%ﬁL“

LIS BRETHREN,
TINGUISHED OR NOBLE. [|HERE WAS SOMETHING ABOUT

|
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JABEZ' ¢ THAT STOOD OUT ABOVE THE OTHER
BROTHERS, 3 HAVE AFFIRMED THAT .JABEZ
BECAME A DOCTOR W WHOSE REPUTATIQN. DREW

SCRIBES FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY TO HIM AND
VENTUALLY_A_TOWN WAS NAMED IN HIS HONOR (2:55),
DISTINGUISHABLE NATURE COULD BE SAID

. AS A MATTER OF FACT, THEY ARF
NOT EVEN LISTED IN THE TEXT. [HE POINT IN CONTRAST
WITH HIS BRETHREN IS THE FACT. THA MABEZ D

'fﬂ I:iilul

AS THI BASIS FOR THEIR OWN LACK OF
SPIRITUAL PROGRESS, OUR HINDRANCES IN THE CHRISTIAN
LIFE MAY BE TRACED TOQ
NAMELY OUR OWN_SPIJ

N THIS REGARD JABEZ REMINDj ONE
ACOB HAD SEVERAL SONS BUT IT WAS JOSEPH
R YE};JTHE SAME IN

0D. 12 "JOSEPH BROUGHT UNTO
FATHER THEIR EVI ," SUGGESTING THA

OSEPH ORTED 10 HIS FATHER CONCERNING THE
OF HIS BRETHERﬂ As A MATTER OF FACF, THE

EVL-NATURE AND-DEEDS OF JOSEPH'S BROTHERS W
DEMONSTRATED .LAIBR ON IN THEIR TREATMENT OF jOSEPH.
THE _OLDER BROTHERS DID NOT BELIEVE IN JOSEPH'S

REAMS BECAUSE THEY DIFFERED FROM THEIR OWN EXPERIENC

HEY HATED JOSEPH BECAUSE OF HI SwrAVORED=ROSGIILON

ITH HIS FATHER AND BECAUSE OF HIS OUTSTANDING MORAL
HARACTER. )

. His MOTHER

THE NAME JABEZ MEANS "SQRROWEUL.” To ME,
THIS WOULD INDICATE THE S
OF JABEZ MOTHER AND SHE,PASSED BLONG HER OWN
"bSYCHOLOGICAL HANG-UPS” TO HER SON; THAT IS,
SOMETHING IN HER LIFE, PERHAPS EVEN AT THE BIRTH OF
JABEZ, CAUSED HER TO GIVE HIM

SIMILAR EXPERIENCE OCCURED T ’ i. 5:15
y;HEN_ﬁ,Eum SHE NAMED H}g , WHICH MEARS™
UT JACOB Q

Wm UICKLY ,B.ETAM.ED
HI T

WOULD HAVE BEEN SAD INDEED TO ALLOW % TO GO
THROUGH LIFE WITH A NAME WHICH SPOKE OF SORROW AND
SADNESS. JACOB_APPARENTLY SAW THE DANGER OF SUCH A




HANGED. HI1.S W [T MAY BE THAT
OF : B BEGINNING WITH A

WHO TRICKED

ACOB CONCERNING_BﬁLHEL JRK TO GAIN HER

HAND: APPARENTLY RACHEL LIVED IN\A HOME WHERE

AND s FPOM AN OUBER=SEETER

OF BENESIS IT IS
CLINGING TO THE
WAS A WOMAN WHO

S ROM THE TEXT

US THAT AQHEL_NEMER_QQI_QMER
OF HER QLD LIFE. YET, SHE

» BUT APPARENTLY

HIS LOVE DID NOT BRING «8AFISFACIIQN IN LIFE SHE
DESIRED AND : IN A SPIRIT OF

JABEZ DID NOT MAKE THE IN HIS
PURSUIT OF MoST PEOPLE,

APART FROM BiBLE STUDENTS;.HQ!LDTNDI_REEQQNLZE_QR
O g Hi AR HEY KNOW ABOUT

TS BOTH

MAJOR AND MINOR, BUT © FEW KNOW ABOUT THIS '

. JABEZ WAS A-NOBODY
FROM MOWHERE, BUT aon KNEW WHERE HE WAS AND WHAT

HIS™TNTERESTS WERE AND (GOD HONORED HIS LIFE AND
DESIRE, TO SERVE GoD FIRST AND FOREMOST. WHEN A
) IN THE FINAL SENSE OF

"WE NEED NOT WALLOW IN THE SPIRITUAL
ANDT%!*iﬁiﬁs OF SPIRITUAL INEPTITUDE.
THE SPOTLIGHT OF_PUBLIC ATTENTION DOES NOT

INE ON YOU AND“J’_Uﬁ_BLw THAT WE HAVE
RVE UOD TO THE FULLEST OF OUR

THE OP Y
ABILITY RIGH .  WE DO NOT NEED THE
EADL T TO BE APPROVED BY (30D,

~» JABEZ MAKES THIS FACT VERY CLEAR., HE WAS A BRIGHT
SPOT IN A DARK WORLD,
e—— T ——
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N
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1. HIS PRAYER - v. 10

BEFORE LOOKING AT THE FOUR-FOLD PE
JABEZ' PRAYER NOTICE THE NAME GIVEN TO,
R OF THIS PRAYER, GOD IS CA LEDTO

ITION IN
0D _AS THE

) HIS SUGGESTS THAT THE

“PRAYED IS A (GOD WHO CHANGES AND

ABEZ' PRAYER WAS NOT TO SOME PA OR SOME
Y BUT TO THE GOD WHO CHANGES THE LIVES

OF MEN AND THE CIRCUMSTANCES AROUND THEM AS HE

DID IN THE LIFE OF JACOB,

A, - "0 THAT THoU

WOULDST BLESS ME INDEED

HE WORD FOR BLESSING IN THE YERSE IS THE
HEBREW BARAKEH AND HAS BEEN A COMMON NAME FOR

CHURCHES AROUND THE WORLD., HERE IS ANYTHING A
CHURCH NEERS.FROM GOD, 1T SIS BLESSIH IAREZ

() QD B -l-l-ll“p--i--ll-

)

EN KNOW THE VALUE OF WEALZL EAyHE. ¥
.E.Q-WER.BUT RELA FEW UNDERSTA TH

10D S _BI ESSINGS., HE USAGE OF THE WORD@

SUGGESTS THAT THIS DESIRE WAS _MORE THAN X
PART OF JABEZ., JABEZ WAS °

: ;5- MORE, HE R COGNIZED TE

14 1*f§&LIF S_WOULD

FAR MORE THAN THE ACCUMULATION OF THINGS AND
RELATIONSHIPS. ABUNDANT LIVING COMES THROUGH A

iﬁROVERBS TUQE’ '
B, A PRAYER FOR SPIRITNAL EROWIM - "ENLARGE MY

COASTS.

THERE IS SUCH A THING AS MWRONG.AMRITION BUT
THERE IS ALSO THE DANGER OF HAVING NQueAbRLLLOA



IN A WORLD OF= EREELQADERS" WHERE PEOPLE
ATTEMPT TQ @y JABEZ WAS A
MAN WHO WAS A |

S : “GR

JABEZ WAS A MAN ' - ]

HE THOUGHT Im OF ENLARGED PnbnERs,

OPPORTUNITY D AND BRING GLORY H
.Tlm-ii‘r:i " '

ARS , TH [ S NO H , lh‘lz-'ll:L 0 A

GREATER

YEAR WILL DO, BUT WITH ABEZ HIS MO|IVE WAS UNﬁELELSH
AND HIS DESIRE WAS “f} : gh-, WE
MAY MEASURE QR TAKE O SimmRmS: BY EXAMINING

THIS IDEA. [|HERE ARE SOME BELIEVERS.WHO ARE .ALWAYS
N _TROUBLE AMD ALWAYS_ IN NEED OFlbai) OR COUNSEL OF
SOME KIND, CEF) A PERSON HAS BEEN SA 'ED FOR A WHILE
AND IS ALWAYS NEEDING AD AND _HE A
UAL IMMATURITY AND SPIRITUAL INFA
HAS BEGUN TO GROW WHO NO
;BUT INDEED WANTS TO BE (& HELRER WF OTHERS

"-l i

RND=0%~ GOD. JABE; WANTED TQ.BE AND TO DO

METHING FOR GOD'S GLORY. {8 TODAY ARE
»CDFILLED WJTH BELIEVERS WHO CARRY OR BEAR RVIVAL
NDROME" THAT IS THEY WALK AROUND ON P

HES | HE IDEA QF HELPING SOMEON
"lME HING FOR (0D (ONSETFISHLY NEVER ENTERS

HEY THINK ONLY IN TERMS OF HOW THEY
LOND), 'WAAT_THEY MAY ACCOMPLISH FOR THEMSELVE
AMiLY. (THIS IDEA IS OFTEN REFLECTED IN
THE ATTITUDE OF NEW PEOPLE IN A CHURCH. [|HERE
ARE BASICALLY TWO_KINDS, THOSE WHO WANT TO BE SERVED
IS YOUR PHILOSQPHY
ANDERS SAYS OF JABEZ “(0D

WITH A LIMITED OPPORTUNITY WHEN THEY COULD BRING
GREATER GLORY TO GOD IN A WIDER SPHERE, '

C. APRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL DIRECTION - “THINE HAND

o« WITH ME.

JABEZ KNEW THAT 1% IS NOT POSSIBLE TO
ACCOMPLISHSRIRITUAL _GOALS IN THE FLESH AND APART
FROM Gop'S DI N, GUIDANCE AND ENABLEMENT,
~  Wren THE HAND OF (Q STS UPON A MAN, HE TURNS_A
ROD IN THE HAND OF{ll0 INTO A RQD—OF. POWER., |HE
~JEMBOHNE OF AN ASS TN THE HAND ORCOAMSON, TO A
MIGHTY WEAPON. OUR MEAGER RESULTS HE LorRD'S




“Ttisis -6-
Ohrestians "
sk et

WORK ARE,  OFTEN

BASED UPON OUR ABILITY, OUR DECISIONS,
AND NOT HIs,

“AND THE HAND OF THE LORD WAS WITH

£\ dEM: AND A GREAT NUMBER BELIEVED AND TURNED UNIQ
THE N_ORD, (e L) 1051 B VERS ATTE T
TO “THEIR DESIRE TO A AST KNOW THE WIL 0D IN
THEIR LYLVES. HOWEVER, WHEN IT COMES 'TO 10D S ;2
TONs ‘g,-u,‘ RE SOME
PRESL O ~ SOME CHRISTIAN BELIEVE
. KNOW #ETTER HOW TQRUN_THEIR I IMES THAN
. GOD, IN THEIR THINKING, IS FOR THE
THE.DESBERAIE_SlIHAI%ﬁf_gEEEEHEEEEElIE
2 ELATE TO PEOPLE
WHO ONLY SHOW IN TIME OF 1 0
MARITAL TROUBLE, AND THINGS OF THAT NATURE. WHEN
'THE_ERI§ES'T§'OVER THEY ARE ~UNTIL THE NEXT
RIS
838 - THESE PEOPLE RE_AERALD THE WILL OF
HEY FEAR THAT
* AND_THAT IN SOME
AND TO
. [HIS IS
P ATAN'S DECEPTION. I|HE GOD PLAN 1S THE

ONLY LIFE FOR A CHRISTIAN THAT IS WORTH LIVING,

D. APrAYER FOR SPIRITUAL PROTECTION - | AND THAT
THOU WOULDST KEEP ME FROM EVIL.. ..

, JABEZ KNEW THAT WITH GREATER-RESPONSIBILITY

G, ~ COMES GREATER_ADVERSITY. SPIRITUALLY MINDED PEOPLE

¢ ARE AWARE OF THE FACT THAT WHEN ONE MOVES INTO
LARGER AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY HE MAY EXPECT
QPPOSITION EROM SATAN. JABEZ CONCERN WAS THAT

SATAN. MIGHT ATTEMPT Tom FROM TI?],I-‘.
PIRLTHAE SET IN LIFE, HE

.cnnr> BRSE AND
ot s . /A R AR
NE THEY H D@W
- HE WOR SUGGESTS
T REVEAL HAE E Egaiggiigaf
y

JABEZ KNEW TH

AN ), IL CAN AND DOES RUIN US IF
WE DO NOT FLEE TO GOD FOR PROTECTION. JABEZ PRAYED
~> FOR SPECIFIC NEEDS IN HIS LIFE AND (GOD HEARD HIS

PRAYER: N\ 4y pig



& GoD GRANTED) THIS
ION O — THAT

. oy T IS MY FIRM CONVICTION THAT
ENSWER.AND HEED THE PRAYERS EF THOSE WHOSE
MBITION IS TOIALLY FOR THE GLORY OF GWOD IN ULHRIST,
VE YOU EVER STOPEED FOR A ASKED YOURSELF
THIS QUESTION: - : \E- BOD ANS| 3

PRAYER 1S A BIBLICAL ]

AR CLIT T L

MOMENT AND

E_ASk
) THE wo EA
F OUR ASKING IS FOR OUR QWb

OWN I AND SELDOM FOR 1 ¢
We, TTKE JABEZ, NEED TO MAKE THE SERVICE OF ! .
AND HIS GLORY THE SUPREME END OF OUR LIVES AND TO

MAKE OUR DESIRES CONFORM TO THE SPIRIT OF Gop's
PROMPTINGS IN SUCH A WAY THAT 50D CAN ANSWER OUR
PRAYERS BECAUSE THEY ARE SPIRITUALLY MOTIVATED.

«» JABEZ WAS SUCH A MAN AND FROM HIS LIFE WE MAY

" PROFIT, MANY OF US BELIEVE OUR MOTIVE TO BE PURE
ET MUCH OF OUR PRAYING IS FOR.PERSONAL GAILN,

WANT MORE OF SOMETHING, A BIGGER OR BETTER.SOME* '
THING, WE WANT A LOVED ONE SO OUR LIVES WILL
BE EAS;E%- E WANT THINGS TQ HAPPEN THAT WE MAY

YE AS
0

. BUT FOR THE MAN WHOSE
BREAIR-SHE - NOR K. OF Gop oN
OD WILL BRINGGOD'S




RoBERT K., SPRADLING May 22, 1977

P.M,
N s mne G
W I CHRONICLES 12 7

DAVID IS _REMEMBERED PRIMARILY FOR TWO ASPECTS OF HIS
LIFE: (1) - HE was KNOWN AS THE
SWEET SINGER OF ISRAEL, THE MAN AFTER Gop's owN
?EART WRITER OF SUCH &ITERATURE As PsaLMs 23,

) - TH1s wAs DAVID'S BESETTING SIN,
EARLY IN HIS CAREER WE DISCOVERED DAVID WAS A VERY
HANDSOME MAN AND WOMEN WERE ATTRACTED TO HIM., [HIS

FACT LED TO THE MOST_SQRRQNET&_EXEERiENCE IN HIS
LIFE IN THE SIN RECORDED IN AM., HOWﬁVER;
DAVID WAS A MAN OF.nu%ﬁIANDluﬁjﬁmfﬁLliiﬁs E KNEW
HOW TO BE ONATHAN E WAS

| AND VALIANT. (GOLIATH) HE WAS AN OUTSTAND NG LEADER
\J AND THE CHAPTER BEFORE US SHOWS HOW ABLEY DAVID LED

MEN . WHO GATHERED ABOUT DAVID AT

EORCE. EVER BEFORE OR SINCE HAYE MORE HEROES AND
CHAMPIONS BEE%QFOKND IN A BAND oF 400, RAPIDLY
RECRUITED TO B2 AsS IS QUITE NATURAL, som& OF THEM
™ ARE BOTH DESPERATE AND EVIL CHARACTERS. IHEY
HARBORED IN CAVES OR SLEEP UNDER ROCKS AND FROM
THE MOUNTAINTOPS, LIKE EAGLES IN THEIR EYRIES,
SURVEY" ALb THE MOUNTAIN PASSES, READY TO SWOOP DOWN
ON THEIR PHILISTINE PREY OR TO MAKE TIMELY ESCAPE
FROM SAUL'S FORCES, WHICH THEY vIL NOT FIGHT FOR
DAVID'S LOYALTY.” (B.H. CARROLL

SPEAKING, THE CHAPTER BEFORE US
FAMILIES OF THE VARIOUS MEN WH
DAVID WHILE HE WAS FLEEING FROM SAUL, FIGHTING THE
PHILISTINES, AND AWAITING GOD'S TIME TO TAKE THE
THRONE OR THE NATION., [T IS INTERESTING TO NOTICE
OW OFTEN IN UNEXPECTED. .RLACES,

OR EXAMPLE, IS BASICALLY A ROLL CALL OF
PEOPLE WHO LTVED DIED CULM#NATING WITH METHUSELAF
THE MAN WHO LIVED 969 YEARS. HOWEVER, IN THAT

THE TRIBES AND

LONG LIST OR GENEALOGY WE ARE, INTRQDUCED TO A MAN
NAMED OF WHOM IT SAYS "AND ENOCH WALKED WITH
GOD A NOT, FOR GOD TOOK HIM. (GEN., 5:24)

THE SAME IS TRUE IN THE CHRONOLOGY OF I CHRON, 4
HICH BEGINS WITH A LONG, DULL LIST OF THE SONS OF
(™ JuDAj. HOWEVER, IN V. 9 WE ARE INTRODUCED TO
WHO "WAS MORE HONORABLE THAN HIS BRETHR
MOTHER CALLED HIS NAME JABEZ, SAYING, BRECAUSF
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BARE HIM WITH SORROW. AND JABEZ CALIED ON THE GoD
OF ISRAEL, SAYING, U THAT THOU WOULDST BLESS ME ~ °
TNDEED, AND ENLARGE MY COASTS, AND THAT THINE HAND
MIGHT BE WITH ME, AND THAT THOU WOULDST KEEP ME
FROM EVIL, THAT IT MAY NOT GRIEVE THEE!_AND (0D
GRANTED HIM THAT WHICH HE REQUESTED.'

LRACK FORCE QF MEN
THE NATION WHEN HE BECAME KING, _THE SURPRISING

|[FOR SOLDIERS.

ABOUT A MAN WHO SUDDENLY
APPEARS IN THE GENEALOGICAL CHAPTER THAT SAYS VERY

LITTLE E OTHER THAN LIST THE NAMES OF MANY
PEOPLE, AVID MADE HIS.HEADQHA&ﬂﬂELEDR,&%
~MONEHS—ONFI—SAUL _DIED, |HROUGHOUT THIS PERIOD

TIME HE WAS ACCUMULATING TROOPS AND PREPARING A
WHO WOULD BE LOYAL TO HIM AND TO

PART OF THIS CHAPTER IS THAT IN [ Sam, 22:2

MEN WHO JOINED DAVID EARLIER I\

AGAINST _HOSTILE _EFORCES. WE WOULD PRQBABLY
CHARﬂCTERIZE THE MEN WHO RALLIED TO DAVID AS A

: WITH NOT VERY GOOD CREDENTIALS
OWEVER, NOTHING COULD BE FURTHER
FROM THE TRUTH. AS A BASIS FOR OUR STUDY, LET US
LOOK AT THE OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OF THESE
MEN AND #&PPLY THOSE CHARACTERISTICS TO CHRISTIANS,

L. ' GENT -v1-2
THE FIRST CHARACTERISTIC OF THESE MEN IS:

A. THEY WERE AVAILARLE - V. 1

“THEY .CAME 10 DAVID” SOMEONE HAS SAID THE TWO

ﬁﬁﬁ&:ESI—ABLLLILES ARE AVAILABLITY AND DEPENDABILITY.
HERE ARE MANY PEOPLE WHO SAY THEY WANT TO SERVE

THE LORD AND ARE WILLING Tg DO SQ.BHI—NEMER—BTI
LIKE THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE .BLACK.BROTHER WHO SAID

HE SIMPLY PUT HIMSELF IN_NEUTRAL AND THE LorRD COULD

DIRECT HIM ANYWHERE HE DESIRED HE TESTIMONY OF
ABRAHAM'S SERVANT 1N.ﬁ£ﬂ,428.27 WAS,_I_BElﬂﬁ_lT_IHE
_ﬁ% R N THE WORDS OF ISAIAH

RE_AM
B, JHEY WERE ARMED - V. 2
WHEN THEY JOINED DAVID THEY DID NOT COME EMPTY HANDEL

A
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BUT WERE -READY-~EQR..COMBAT. THEY HAD THEIR_NEABQNB
WITH THEM. THEY WERE BOWMEN, MEN WHO USED TH B SLING.

o~ THEY WERE READY AND w%
* HEREFORE ENDURE HARDNESS AS A GOOD 1EROF ESUS

HRIST. NO MAN THAT WARRETH ENTANGLETH HIMSELF WITH
THE CARES OF THIS LIFE; THAT HE MAY PLEASE HIM_W 0
ATH CHOSEN HIM JO BE A SOLDIER.' é%izi:mzzézizﬂ
ANY OF THE LORD's PEOPLﬁ ARE NEVER_RFADY TO DO
COMBAT WITH THE ENEMY. [ANY OF THE SAINTS ARE IN

THE HOSRIFAL SO MUCH THAT THEY ARE NEVER READY FOR
THE BASRLEEIELD.

C. THEY WERE AMBIDEXTROUS - V.2

n "

BOTH THE RIGHT HAND AND THE LEFT...:" THESE MEN
WERE TO COMBAT WHAT A SWIICH=HITIIER IS TO BASEBALL.
THIS SUGGESTS BOTH DEDICATION AND_TﬁiLL THERE
ARE TIMES WHEN ONE SHOULD HAVE A STNGLE GOAL OR
PURPOSE IN LIFEs "THIS ONE THING [ Do.” THE LorD'Ss
WORK IS BECOMING AN AREA OF SPECIALIZAI&GN TO SUCH
Ca...,_\‘d AN EXT;)E THAT CHRISTIAN WORKERS-ARE-DLIEEICUIT TO

E&gTE §§ UATION OF INTERVIEWS WITH PEOPLE
$7ag,. WHO WANT THOUSAND DOLLARS A YEAR TO DO ONE
~ JOB, EITHER WORK WITH YOUNG PEOPLE, LEAD A_CHOIR,

<$3RK ON BUSES, BUT NOT MORE THAN ONE—SINGLE MINISTRY)

E FACT THAT THESE MEN COULD USE SUGGESTS
THAT L00B=-WARKERS NEED A u
EEDLESS TO SAY OUR GREATEST
S A_GRASP.OF BIBLE

ASSET IN OMBA§ AND A DEPENDENCE
UPON THE HOLY OPIRIT IN USING THE SWORD OF IHE SPIRIT

CT _THAT THES
EO C

ANDS IN _DAVI RVIC IN THE
RD S WORK THERE ARE MANY WHO WILL USE THE @

INEXP iHERE ARE MANY WHO WILL USE THEIR
T

0 SEE WHAT OUGHI_JO BE DONE T
uTt

«->OMEBODY DO _SOMETHING ABOUT _THIS..OR-.THAT ,
WLLLING ANDS T0 DO A HARD JOB ARE RALE, EVERYBODY
RNOWS WHAT OUGHT TO BE DONE IN THE LORD S WORK AND

HOW TO IELT_SOMEONE ELSE TO DO IT, BUT THERE ARE

NOT MANY AMBIDEXTROUS PEOPLE AVAILABLE. - p

IT. VID'S BANNER WER L D -
Vl 7 4

THE FIRST NOTABLE CHARACTERISTIC BY WAY OF DISCIPLINE
WAS :

\ 4



Tarsahe. %gyfjig

B —RES\TE

frcod L Hr Ll bics
A, THey WeRe SEPARATED - V.3 [;J."If,u,..;.‘..mg \

™ “SEPARATED THEMSELVES UNTO DAVID,” THE V. ALSO
SUGGESTS THIS SEPARATION CARRIED WITH IT
BAEILE, INVOLVING_ABILITX WITH WEARPONS ANDMENTAL

THERE 1S.MQ 4 T G FOR
/oEDARATIONY] Ter

|/ \J

¥, ] 4 4 HA
BT AMP PROGRAM, FAUL REMINDED [IMOTHY IN TI Tim,
THAT THE GOOD SOLDIER DOES NOT BECOME

ORLD. WHEN THE OCCASION
FOR BATTLE AROSE, THESE ME? WERE PHYSICALLY AND
MENTALLY FIT FOR COMBAT. [HEY HAD BEEN WITH DAVID,
KNEW HIS HEART AND DESIRES. Do [ NEED TO SAY MUCH,
BOUT THE-POOR.SRIRIFUAL_EILTNESS OF MANY BELIEVERS:

__éTBAEKﬁqulikéﬁﬁgé%E%y WHO IS OUT OF FELLOWSHIP
TH THE LORD IS NOT ONLY NOT INTERESTED IN EVANGELIS:

BUT UNABLE TO BECOME INVOLVED IN EVANGELISM. (oD
USES.SE%ARAIED-CHRLSILANS TO BRING HONOR TO HIS
NAME. [|HE.CHRISTIAN WARRIGR MUST DETERMINE WHETHER
HE INTENDS TO FIGHT FOR THE LORD OR INDULDGE HIMSELF
AT THE DEVIL'S DAINTY TABLE.,

@™ B. THEY WERE SINGLE-MINDED - V. 33

THESE MEN WERE WITH DAVID BECAUS
SERVE HIM, ER ¥

H ANSE@ER= FOR_IAVID AND THE

REST OF THE TIME FOR T PES. |HEY WERE NOT OF A
DOUBLE HEART. IHE WorRD OF GOD ENCOURAGES THE
BELIEVER TO SET HIS EYE ON THE SINGLE PURPOSE OF
SERVING THE LORD ACCEPTABLY AND LETTING NOTHING

A

INTERFERE W] TH THAT DEDICATION, uL SAID “LHIS ONE
_‘LH_LN.Gi no AT THE

SAME TIME, LET ALONE TRAVEL IN BOTH DIRECTION

E THEY k
OLD

s
THEY WERE ALIGNED WITH HIM, 455?
“OFHER IChiloe NO GTHER ARNY COULD ENTICE THEM TO SERVE.

C. IHEY WERE STRIET - V. 38
“"CouLD KEEP THE RANK." (RELATE STORY IN RECENT PAPER

CONCERNING A SOLDIER OF FORTUNE IN AFRICA AND HIS
COMMENT ABOUT AMERICAN SPECIAL FORCES AND THE FAILURE

~=f™ TO TRAIN SOLDIERS AS WE SHOULD.) [HESE MEN WERE

ORDERLY IN THEIR MILITARY LIFE. "“NoWw WE EXHQRT YOU

ERETUGER) NARN THEM THAT ARE-PNRULY . ...~ (I THESS,

WORD UNRULY MEANS "OUT OF RANK OR OUT OF

'\ »
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ORDER, MARCHING OUT OF STEP,” THESE MEN ROSE UP

AS ONE MAN WA s MOVING~IN-A-SINGLE
™ mm-ﬁ&&%%m EFFECTIVENESS WOULD

HAVE BEEN SHATTERED IF EVERY MAN HAD G
~THEIROWN.DIRECTION, SEEKING HIS OWN INTEREST RATHER
THAN SUPRESSING HIS PERSONAL INTEREST FOR THE COMMON
GOOD OF THEIR ONE CAUSE. IT IS AMAZING THAT IN MANY
CHURCHES THERE ARE SO MANY PEOPLE WHO ARE NOZ.QNLY
=S QE=STED BUTM WITH ABOUT EVERYTHING
IN THE CHURCH. HEY HAVE NEVER DONE ANYTHING IN
'+¥FH¥NEZ WITH ANYONE ELSE., 0 WORK EVER WENT FORWARD
EVERY MAN DOLNGeAbSusbifePi=fASE S , —GOFNGmbllSQUN

AN NIEREST AND_SELE WL,
WITHOUT _CONGERN FOR PUBLIC,

FACK HYLES) SAY ONE TIME "BRETHREN, LET US STAND

-m-—— OK ONE ANOTHER IN THE.EYE, PUT OUR

AR TO THE GROUND. NOSE TO THE GRINDSTONE, AND MOVE
FﬁEWkRB—FBR—?HE~E0RD4 HIS SOUNDS GREAT BUT DID

YOU EVER TRY TO WORK IN THAT POSITION! = 2 « # P
T Discpl s nh
[IT. THE MEN UNDER DAVID’S BANMNER WERE DARING-v.15
THEY DID NOT LET A SMALL THING LIKE KEEP
#™ THEM FROM JOINING DAVID! ID NOT

ENTER THEIR MINDS WHEN THEY THOUGHT OF THE JOB TO
BE DONE., [HESE MEN WERE NOT UNTHINKING MEN, BUT
THEY WERE WILLING TO :
KNG, SOMEONE HAS SAID TH Iﬂ!ﬂ!a ?HEN HE
WANTS TO GET AHEAD MUST STICK OUT HIS NECT HERE
WAS A KIND OF AGRESSIVE NESS ABOUT THESE MEN WHICH
DID NOT LET THEM SIT AROUND WAITING FOR SOMETHING TO
HAPPEN: [HEY TOOK THEINITIATIVE, IR DARING
AS DEMONSTRATED BY T EWELDIA
ERUSALEM,) NO MAN—EVER-ACHIEVED- GRERTNES
PLAYING IT SAEE ALL THE TIME,

IHE_MLN_UNDEB_DA¥JD_S_BBNNER_HEBECDEMQEED v 18
TR — lnm ods\ H S Anyt
1

’THINE ARE WE DAVID, AND ON THY SIDE” DAvVID NEVER

NDERED ABOUT THE_LOYALTY AND ALLEGIANCE OF THESE
MEN. E COULD _COUNT ON _THEM AND DID NOT HAVE TO

ATCH HIS BAGK WHEN THE ENEMY APPEARED IN COMBAT,

OTHING IS _WORSE um% AND
LOYALTY. [ DON'T MEAN TO BEA RSE TO DEATH,

UT EVERY PERSON SHOULD BE LOYAL FIRST OF ALgrb
F
ND

US LHRIST, AND THEN TO HIS
CAN'T BE LOYAL TO THE CHURCH WHERE YOU A

(’) e = RS il o€ Lol
) Snc_mL?usﬁlI;E O N(L 437& == g Ginlovon: ¥
on torm To

(3) workk orld - SeJs I., e(.u L. Cf““’“-"""\cmt% eanllict? |
\ ({-f) C,Bw(_&_ B J(ug_ o MHim -
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AND WORSHIP GOD THEN BE HONEST ENOUGH TO FIND ONE
WHERE YOU CAN BE LOYAL AND GET IN IE; ROLL UP YOQUR
Py SLEEVES AND DO SOMETHING FOR JESUS CHRIST. DoNn'T

GO TO THE SERVICE HALF THE GIVE HALF OF WHAT
YOU_COULT, SPEND HALF. OF THEEFFORT THAT IS NECESSARY
TO DO SOMETHING FOR GOD. BE LOYAL IF YOUR CHURCH IS

WORTHY OF YOUR LOYALTY., ol gl /
V. THE MEN UNDER DAVID’S BANNER WERE DISCERNING -v32

"HAD UNDERSTANDING OF THE TIMES,” THESE MEN KNEW
SOMETHING OF THE LIMES AND CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH
BHEY WERE DOING COMBAT. IHEY KNEW AND BELIEVED_THAT
AVID WAS ON:.HIS WAY TO THE THRONE OF I[SRAEL._ THEY
KNEW THE SCORE. IF EVER THE CHRUCH OF JESUS CHRIST,
NEEDED SOME MEN OFR - § IT 1S

S PIRITUAL _NLSCERNMEN
NoW. WE ARE LIVING IN A TIME OF . IHEQLOGLCAL _EQG

WE HEAR TERMS LIKE NEO-QEIHQ%%XY; NEO-EVANGELICAL ISM,
NEOPENTECOSTALISM, CHARTSMATIC, FUNDAMEN )
AND MANY OF US DON T"ﬂﬂééméﬁﬁ F OF

WHAT THESE TERMS MEAN., WE ARECTVING TN TIMES WHEN
THE LORD'S PEOPLE ARE BEING SWEPT AWAY BY DECEPTION
H

OF EVERY KIND., THERE IS VERY LITTLE SPIRLUAL
DLSCERNM SQR| E_ARE ~GtitsteliisE- WHEN 1T COMES TO
TUSICINDGIESSAGED) THEY WILL SUPPORT ANYTHING THAT

[ HAVE BEEN MADE AWARE OF

LT

é@i} AT EVANGELICALS ARE BEING
_%ggé%%gp ABOUT THE_NATURE OF C
. | REJOICE WiH BUT THE
CHURCH HAS NOT CHANGED ITS BASIC APPROACH_OF WORKS
FOR SALgATIOH! WE_TEND TO FORGET THAT. [ HEAR THE
PHRASE “OUR RomAN CATHOLIC BROTHERS” ALLIILE.IQO
__E.EI.EN.IQ.S.LI.LLM.E-' WE NEED TO PRAY AS A CHURCH THAT
OD WILL GIVE THE LEADERSHIP OF THIS CHURCH
DISCERNMENT CONCERNING THE TIMES,
(atcle Newspred . /g 23,0677
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MEN WHOM GOD STR KD AD

The subject today may MSome.

call moral diffi =35 . be (Olgd C
ascribe to God deeds which our sense of conse

describe as improper. Ihese critics have calldd_t}
the 0ld Testamentm eruel, andm

point are the sentermination=of=thesfanamirra=and=—t -
naam.tes, God ~command eq -T'ﬂ :
annihilate these people. ki

inflicted thelrwupon thelr
ne1ghbors. 'I'hey had trampled underfoot _gll laws of decency
a0d Justice. Their ghameless immorality had caused the nation

to plunge so deeply into idolatry and sin that there was Qply
Lone cure for such gross sin and that was the surgi

Lof Lthe entire race. d%ﬁ:ould make such a wide-sweeping
judgment, and He did. _Onezdreadfwiraspect of sin is that it
produces -wide=spread-effeces which dra men, women and children
down in the wake of destruction. @ for the

children of the Canaanites_i@*perish—in theidomarars than tp
row up as devotees of idolatry and sin, “When mén an

families board a ship and.sail- wt on tha ocean for@plem
trip, and then make tl : 5 :
igs and if they should juddenly perish because of their own
infulness, mwho ds to blame? Would you accuse God for not

dlscrlmmatmi between _gdults and _ghildren?" In the case o

we are talking about a handsfisage; who for
hundreds of years had run over weaker nations, glaughtering,
<£aRing, torituring, and.pdllaging for the sheer delight of
destruction. J_h%_ﬁ,m_ﬁ_f_gd at religion and worshiped only the
god of strength. JEor 500 wegrs. they had left a_tzail of blood
and wreckage behind them. _Thejirssiags were one of ambush
against weak, the.aged, and &he-helpless. They tortured their
captives by hacking off their limbs, knocking out their teeth,
and gouging out their eyes. They burned and destroyed cities
for the sheer delight of watching them burn and they jeered
at the God of Israel. Thesssowinslsofsissesiswassatestake when
od_commanded Saul to jugdedaddyonencre Lhis nation from Israel's

order 1 frankly do not know anyone who 1s capable of saying
: 3 The national
.afety of Israel was at stake in several instances. The seed
of the Messdiah, the_ﬁghlg and the blessing of fubike-nabions

3 “Ralea i It was just in such a special set
rf circumstances that we have the three references mentioned

in our study today.




MEN WHOM GOD STRUCK DEAD
o G lA il
? NeT ATTendran
I. THE MAN WHOMGNORED GOD'S CLEAR COMMAND - I Chron. 13:10

§ to do with that pemig@d when
i In the first 10

ﬁ This chapter in Chronlcles
David moved from
verses of this chapter, the is mentloned no less
than five times. During the , the Ark
had been neglected. [For 20 years it had been at a place called
Kirjath-Jearim. Saul had not been interested in the Ark at
all. The Ark was gmehmm that contained the tables of the Law.

3 Lbetop of the Ark was gold-plated and called the Mercy Seat.
£ ——meAlk simbp¥Esmed the presence of God among His people. It
5-”} preceeded the people when they_hroke camp and was carried by
J\!W- David into Ratile, and ultimately placed in Solomon's Lemple
ds a pempetualoreminger of God's presence among His people.
L bad ils exigin wit@t the time of the exodus and,
at one time, was pmpsmpsg by the Philistines and ultimately
@ after the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar
in 586 B.C. Ip. Biblical typolggy, the Ark was a type of Christ.
jWhen David became king, it was his desire to Lmemsfer the Ark
to Jerusalem in order to focus attention upon that city as the
center of natiopal worship. The transfer to Jerusalem was a

time of_genemaleassembdy of the nation and they were in a
h festixeomeod . Shesnespenssbdideby for moving the Ark fell to

-the.sons of Abinadab who were named Uzza and Ahio. Jhe,
w which caused Uzza's death at flrst s:Lght seems to be

tuary. I.hgumm_ng._hr;._h:d_un.th.out._p;op-e: authorization.
he song 5 j. For example, if an
Q) mtelllgent person cllmbed over a fence which was marked 'yarping
’- oktage' and somehow through prowling around touched a high

tens:Lon wire, we would look upon him as a very_foolish person.
Apply this principle to the God of the Bible. These men knew

the teaching of the law concerning the Ark. Yet, in spite of
e clear commandme t of God, they viol i i

w. I th:mk the loss of spiritual instruction
concern ur:.ng the m may have lead to thls
and _car : s a1 _me i
Please rememME'th:L =TT T LV i , well=
taught in the law, and knew the penaltles of the v1olat10n of
m the law. This man speaks to all generations of those
“hink _can presume to know what is best rather
khan_accepting.divine revelatiem. The rellglous world is
filled with Uzzas \&r For example, the Bible teaches clearly

cQ&Zuwu.-QCh‘/L /“ ""““"f

3 ~ ,%/ﬁ@




| MEN WHOM GOD STRUCK DEAD
é,ﬂ(m

J\,,;

that apart from the principle of thebiasddorl Chnst, it is
not possible for men to be saved. (Compare Ephesians 1:7,
Rev. 1:5, Hebrews 9:22. Of the clear and simple and teaching
of the Word of God some men stil that salvation is by
the blood of Christ. They, lik ersist in approaching
God upon the basis of their rather than thru
b0l They want to approach God on the basis of pensenss

and no , that is i W
ordd-—today is dominated by men like Uzza, whe pay little or
- "!:10&1 to dhsi-ns i "'Iation in the matters of the- soul.

= g 5 : believe th

God struck

of “heeding

M Ny AT m-r X £- IA—“"CQ‘—G";
II. THE MEN WHOaIGNORED DOING GOD'S WORK IN GOD'S WAY -
Leviticus 10:2 (.3 ot namhl;,h.t‘)

Nadab, and A5ihw were@to the priesthood following
the erection of the tabernacle and the i i lasted

W they were allowed to perform theis
priestly uties was on is gighih day that they v1olated

) God's clear command. As in the case of Uzza, thes :

i a_hostile God. The:u: s was the Sbleet

e o mep e -igw helic ‘m; ollows

hru with the Gheme of Leviiions is %/). Men

ho acted for [ y function were required_to liye

in_conformity to.God's-elear -direction-in -His -wound.

In the office of the priest, God left sB=weem for man ta

/lintroduce his esgm—ddesme with reference to the work of. .k

priesthood. It was to be carried out according to Lgdis
L4ap- Their sin may have involved seusrad-infvecthens
& law, such as:.sbhat.they did was to be performed by the

Wma&&h&day_g.f_mmm This was a critical

point in Israel's history when the people needed to learn the
importance of living as God commanded. ’

W. Too, according to verse 9, we
might surmise 1s strong prohibition concerning ssimmis

immediately following this judgment would indicate that these

two proceeded to their priestly function in an_intoxi
. Gad.would not permit gmw

. In our worship and service to God, He does not
us to enter His presence i

Uzza dead that other men mlght
Word of God"

He

e O
e ——— /
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-oward s ill not permit a
ﬁ Lfsmend@sdevisine but instead requires that they do as He
kil Specifies. When it comes

o the work of God, no man dare
S Those who do not worship and

serve accordlng to God's
Judgment. For some

Also, please note that
\ 10 this punishment concerning

_ ibdon of their soul. It had to do
primarily with their /&g O The Bible abounds with
information concern 5. (I Cor. 11:30, I John

l‘(S :16 - Both of these verses teach Wﬁj

Aas a form of pu
men who occupied a P were dealt with
Lromptly and drastically as an illustration and a reminder
to a people who were prone to selfewiddl-and disebedience
that in the infancy of that nation, it was important that
they learn spiritual lessons in their re}ationship to God.
N,|m:m To 6 44¢ .
III. THE PEOPLEAWHO LIED TO GOD ABOUT THEIR GENEROSITY =~
Acts 5:4

’,,' " émanias and Sapplhiia werequued to sell their land.
(j Their sin was that they were trying Qpear more cona
. They were belng

" about a

“ " isasd deb0l QALY They were inTETERTET-Th chReSERNEDs.
J{}(’( In the early infamcy.of the church, God moved in m
preserve its pampddad and to teach the saints _a lesson. These
two_jyere not the first or the last to put (feabMEstats)
They were hypoerites and endadl,
severe disciplinary problem tg n the iritual senses
of the early church. If He acted in this fashion today,

s would be the bygiesf and _wyealthiest people
in the world! All of these three incidents speak in un ing
v Principle to the sage truth. Men must make a choice s

or . fouestigil - at about forgiveness of sins =

i or : [Question F What about Christian
service - God's way or mgn's yay? Each person must make that
decision. taken great pains to dramatize the importance

LE His way and not ours. (John 14:6, Acts 4:12)

M



=SHOUIL D, HE LITTLE PHRAS : AT WHT
W IS THE RECURRING
DESCRIBING THESE KING N THE
SOUTHERN KINGDOM, AT LEAST THE IEEN Vs

RoBERT K. SPRADLING SEPTEMBER 19, 1976
5 AM,

9 /‘5/}1’0‘ A
HASA" t. /V\ ¢
2 CHRow. /$ -
MOST OF US, ARE_NOT WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THE
C OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. WE KNOW
SUCH
AS SAUL, SAMUEL, DAVID, AND §QLDMQN. IHE%E BOOKS
RECORD‘THE STORY OF  MANY .
RELATE R LoGSDON'S DISCOVERY OF IN
HRON, FTER THE DEATH OF SOLOMON, THE
NATION WAS_DLMLQED. KIND OF
DIVIDED THE COUNTRY OF [SRAEL WITH THE TEN
NORTHERN TRIBES KNOWN AS ISRAEL AND THE SOUTHERN

RIBES KNOWN AS JUDAH. SoLOMON’S SERVANT NAMED

ROBOAM RULED IN THE NORTH AND SoLOMON'S SoN
m‘u

7 RULED IN THE SOUTH. OR THE NEXT

EHERT
' MONARCHS WERE KNOWN FOR THEIR PIETY. THE NAMES
OF [EHOSHAPAT, UZZIAH, JOTHAM, AND MEZEKIAH
WERE. ALL MEN WITH , SERVING

'HIRD OF THE KINGS JUDAH, WAS
IE_LIVED ABOUT‘iﬁﬁl YEARS BEFORE
WA e R HIS NAME
CAUSE IT IS ¢ . sw' W”,rww DS OR

BACKWARDS. IT LITERALLY MEANS ALE E WAS
ONE OF THOSE LITTLE KNOWN KINGS IN JUDAH WHOSE

LIFE WAS FILLED WITH MCJEB}L&LE FOR HIS PEOPLE
AND - L LOWARDS 10D, HAD

) IN THE TEXT OF II CHRON.
UPON WHICH TO HANG OUR

WHICH WE WILI=T ~US]
THOUGHTS TODAY.

AT FIRST GLANCE, ONE MIGHT ASK WHAT IS
ABOUT THIS STATEMENT. ISN'T ’LT TRUE THA

? THERE WERE PROBABLY
EEWER_MEN IN ASA'S DAY DOI G THAT WHICH WAS RIGHT

THAN ONE MIGHTudM&GINE. My GUESS IS MO LE
DO WHAT IS '—mv THAN THAT WHICH 1@
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IF SOMETHING RQ
~» IT, WITHOUT CONSIDERATION OF T
~WRONGNESS OF THE DEED! IN OUR COUNTRY;

BEEN A GREAE VIOLATIOE
RESIDENT, CONGRESS. BI AND ﬂ

TOBRO &P”T IN A )

Y1

WbESIRABLE ATTITUDE TOWARDS OTHERS; HONEST
AS A PART OF MAN'S RESPONSIBILITY TO LIFE,
REMEMBER TH h-»; IDENTS OF ONE OF THE SCHOOLS

STARS FALL! ALso,
RONG 1 HTS WAS DRILLED

INTO THE EARTS AND MINDS OF EVERY STUDENT IN THE
SCHOOL. OWEVER, THE STARTLING STATEMENT IN
V.3 VERSE TWO CONCERNING ASA IS Il:. DID THAT WHICH WAS
; HAT LIMITS THE
FIEL CONSIDERABLY. PERSON MAY DO THAT WHICH
IS RIGHT IN HIS OwWh=b¥E$ AND YET THAT DEED MAY
BE WRONG IN THE EYES OF THE LORD. [T IS POSSIBLE

@ 10 » AND LIHERS, BUF=WE=CANNOY
WAS A MAN WHO WAS NOT ONLY RIGHT
WITH UOD BUT WAS RIGHT IN HIS DEEDS TO HIS FELLOW

MAN., [HE TEXT OF SCRIPTURE WHOULD INDICATE THREE
AREAS IN WHICH ASA MANIEESF SIRE TO DO WHAT
WAS RIGHT Aaigrws,-fﬁi?“g

W E WS R
ASA UEALT WITH ORAE PROBEL)

= f Kines 15:12

- 1S ALWAYS HARD FOR A PERSON TO. Gl - SOMETHING
AS wﬁm M*%MYW AND GREAT PEOPLE
Lo, N AMAZED™AT.HOW THE
N WAS FILLED WITH HOMOSEXUALITY.
/ ILLTAM BARKLEY IN HIS BOOK ON ETHICS SUGGESTS
é THAT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO NAME ONE OF THE
; GREAT GREEKS EHO DID N T PRACTIC THIS KIND OF SIN,

o

ARANGING FROM | T IS A FACT OF
\HISTORY THAT FTRST ROMAN EMPERORS

“SJLEQURIEEN WERE WLS .

AS.AN-ACCEPT. RAGT-HGE SINCE
1T WAS DONE. BY skl \ ANDJHﬂLjiiiE_
HOWEVER, CHRLSBMANTTY LABELLED THIS PRACTICE FOR
WHAT IT 1S GQIN® HSA RECOGNIZED THIS ACT AS SIN
AND DEALT WITH Y. (IT MADE NO DIFFERENCE

TO HIM g HE GAY | ,
PALACE!) IN MY JUDGMENT, HOMOSEXUALITY IS ONE

% éa ;‘f; / DA L ,J;(- _ pz
\ tPol e ™, . \ f \\_4 » .’4}_7 . &:,‘."‘; !
\¥ - ’2:' ‘bo"iﬁjj V7 -j } - 7 - f y
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RESULT SOCIETY MUST PAY FOR APOSTASY AND MAN'S
«™ REFUSAL TO SERYE. AND.WOR H D. _I BASE THIS

ON THE RECORD OF

LIKE ANY OTHER SIN, IS FORGIVEABLE BUT IT SEEMS

TO BE A PRACTICE THAT IS VERY DIFFICULT FOR PEOPLE

FO-ABANDON - EVEN SOME PROFESSING LHRISTIANS.
SA_RESOLVED THE PROBLEMIN o

EGAN HIS REFORM MOYEMENT IN HIS
W . NUEEN-MOTHER WAS A “CARD
CARRYING IDOLATER”. NoT ONLY DID ASA DESTROY

PLACES WHER%WORSHIPPEDé HE REMOVED HER
H

FROM OFFICE AS TO_RULE. AME ON YOU
, YOU'RE 0 THERE WASS WITH
SA. HE DID NOT LET H{S FAMILY DETE WHAT
WAS RIGHT AND WRONG. IN THE OLD TESTA , ANY
WORSHIP APART FROM JUDAISM WAS WRONG AND TO
BE CORRECTED. . IT WAS THE F{Egj STE IND
OF NATIONAL REF RM M ?N,‘ V %
' | /.' ‘ /4‘#‘
I Kines 15:15 @ %pﬁ
ASALET HLS PEOPLE KNOW THAT *SOME=FHENGS—LN L LEE >
~ |HIS IS TERRIBLY IMPORTANT IN A

Y WHERE MANY PEOPLE FEEL
WM LEADS PEOPLE_TO BELIEVE THAT THINGS
AMILY, .CHURCH, BiBLE, » AND_HUMAN
RIGHTS ARE ALL 10N ,__O0ME PEOPLE ARE MORE
( [ A &S THAN THEY ARE
~ABOU N--BELNGS EN WE HAVE RESPECT
FOR GOD AND THE THIN%ﬁ OF GOD THAT WE HAVE
RESPECT FOR PEOPLE.,  §RELATE INCIDENTS CONCERNING
Q_FHIIR(‘H PARKING LOT.

* TAKEN BY US_NEWS & ORT TO DETERMINE WHAT

PROFESSIONS WERE HELD IN HIGH ESTEEM. AT THE TOP
OF THE LIST WERE BANKERS, DOCIORS, CLERGYMEN, AT
THE BOTTOM OF THE LIST, NEAR THE 20 M

\ //!//‘-/
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IT. ASA_WAS A MAN WHO BROUGHT REST TO_THE NATION
II CHRON., 14:5-6

ASA WAS A MAN OF REAGE. His CON[IDENCE BEFORE
GOD AND HIS RELATIONSHIP TO THE LORD BROUGHT

ggﬁapg,éugﬂaghjﬂw_« . TO THE NATION. PLEASE NOTE
THAT IT WAS NOT A TIME OF ~LOTAL.DLISARMAMENT, BUT

ACCORDING TO VERSE / A TIME OF R .
[T WAS PEACE BROUGHT ABOUT BY ﬁ%ﬁtéfﬁ&fﬁ%ﬁéﬁaxﬁguﬁss
AND HIS ABILITY TO

)

BRING PEACE TO PEOPLE WHO ] IM, HAVE OFTEN
WONDERED WHAT HAPPENED IN &MERICA} IN WASHINGTON;
C\RRAYER N NG REPLACED THE GQCKTIALLLPARTY %

ETING THA
‘@]!I!b@ﬂ.]i» T1
3: SPIRITUAL DIRECTION ~IN GUIDING THE (%
FAIRS OF STATE. Ra-nus.m OR woRO RO mhbiE
’ARE CAPABLE.OF PROVIDING ANSWERS TO THE.COMPI EX
RROBLEMS OF OUR TIMES. A GROUP OF
WHO ARE SOB=EEARENG, RRAXING MEN AS W ;
@ C
¢ . 1T WOULD BE

e T Qe RE O R Bl el R GCOLNIRY
GREAT TO REAB THE IRANSSBJEDLJH&.CQNMEESAIJQNS
BETWEEN THE FPRESIDENT AND MEMBERS, OF LONGRESS
AME WAS USED IN. RATHER THAN
fi AT D C

: 2SHd HE STRONGEST
AI?BFIWE [gOS'{Eﬁ R LY‘ NEEDED

IN_OUR WORLD TODAY. ey o
Eg. ASA_WAS A _MAN WHO BROUGHT AL _TO_THE
. ALLON= 1T CHrRoN. 1518 (Asa = /18" g < reviin

THE TERM ?RENEWAER‘H S BEEN GREATLY ABUSED IN THE
THEOLOGICAL WORLD. . |ET ME SUGGEST THAT THIS
VERSE INDICATES A RETURN TO THE THINGS OF THE

ORD AND A,E%%%%%* OF INTEREST IN THE THINGS OF

0D BY THE OF THE LANR. RELATE ARTJCLE
GEE)BY CHARLES COLSON ENTITLED NEW AWAKENING")

NE OF THE GREAT VERSES ON IS IN THIS *):/
BOOK, CHABIER.Q.MERSE_EQ. iHERE IS WIDESPREAD Y
AGREEMENT AMONG RELIGIOUS AND SOME POLITICAL

(™ LEADERS THAT THE QNENSHGRE FOR OUR COUNTRY IS (7,

4*gﬁgﬁﬁ!§§+&:uuu.auaxzuiuat-- HIN £ WILL ——
! DE AND T =S WHICH ARE AlREADY

A ) RELATE DR, SUGDEN'S
GREAT SORROW CONCERNING HIS TRIP TO SCOTLAND

wile (ol to vedivall 'S rocka, avaf) w&%ﬁ' -
Bt all - nafosl ... olean- 0% ud-? é,‘;\c_ f) y
_

o




AND ENGLAND.
. TO ATTEND C UR

T WAS DIFFICULT TO FIND A PLACE
ON SuNDAY TO HEAR THE =B.LB

~PREAGHED , _D--NGQ . nn

weXEARS—AGO | K TH]S IS ONE INDICATION OF

THE_REASON FOR EN AND S TOBOGGAN—Gi-+DE-—DOMN
ONOMLC-ANDHORAL-D N_HIS BOOK

ENTITLap¢l1mtiaﬁn A STEPHEN OLFORD POINTS
OUT THE -MANYdMPROVEMEL WHICH HA¥E FOLLOWED
N THE | 7. . FETTIIAT B HE EARLY

T _IN AMERICA WAS BORNB=ON THE
“OLFORD SUGGESTS THAT§§20F THE

ERICA C INTO
BEING;v-ORNE OUT OF-REVIMAL., HE MENTIONS THE

'ﬁnigEE:****“‘-EENNSﬁLMANlA:~ERlN£Ej_N COLUMBJA,
- . AND ARFMeiil-w. AS BEING THE RRU

__® E FIRST RESISTANCE
 SBAMERY CAME OUI HE GREAT AWAKENING IN i
AND IN THE 19TH CENTURY. THINK OF THE

BUMANLTARLANRBEMEELTLS OF THE GREAT PREACHING
AND REVIVAL MOVEMENT IN AMERICA. _llORAL STANDARDS

ERE RAISED, DR;N&LQEEﬁNDRﬁ%EEEéQG WENT DOWN.,
OVEMENTS LIKE THE E CHAPLAINCY
INIHE ARMED FORCES, TO MENTION BUT A FEW JY‘

ORGANIZATION HAD THEIRB POL
£ M . "-

REGARD WE MIGHT THAT ERY

FOLLOWED A REVIVAL. HE E D OF—GhLLD-LABOR

, _, INDEED BEFORE THE
BEPREACHED THEIR FLAMING

f EVIV RM, PEOPLE IN ENGLAND

WERE WORKING NANEIVesHQWRS A WEEK BUT AS A

DIRECT CONSEQUENBE OF THE MOVEMENT OF THE SPIRIT

OF GOD, SdXlellORKLNGHOURS BECAME THE STANDARD

AND THE RRSI.IRADE.LUNIONS WERE FORMED, NOT TO

MENTION OTHER WELL KNOWN MOVEMENTS, SUCH AS THE

SALVATION_ARMY, MISSIONARY_SOCIEFIES, CHARITABLE-

AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, WE MIGHT ALSO

ADD MOVEMENTS TO ABOLISH SLUMS, SUN HOO

WORK AND MANY OTHER USEFUL RELIGIOUS. SC
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3}[,‘_’ ASL\ WAS.A M 0SE_GREATEST. FAILUR
‘ ) ON MEN AND NOT ON GOD -

5

[T CHRON, 16 7-9

As ASA NEARED THE.END OF HIS.LIEE, HL.I.QSIETHE
m*mm VISION OF HIS CONFIDENCE IN GOD,

CONCERNED WI TH ROkl CALRRABLEMS AND
DANGERS AND FORGOT TO SEEK SPIRITUMdemSOLUTLONS

a.:uamaJuuquM? Haw GoD HAD HEILPED
IN TIMES PAST. IN THIS REGARD ASA IS A CONSTANT

REMINDER THAT. IT IS POSSIBLE FOR YOU AND ME TO
AND TO BECOME

"AND bWW NE O
DANGERS OF THE MATURE S OF LIFE IS THE
DISPOSITION TO
MMWMW

TRUST THE LORD IN OUR EARLY YEARS THERE IS ALWAYS

: "BE ESPECIALLY
‘AB IN THE TWILIGHT OF LIFE. (RELATE STORY
R. SUDGEN REGARDING OUR MUTUAL FRIEND WHO

IS ACTING PECULIARLY OUT OF A SENSE OF FAILURE

O ACCOMPLISH CERTAIN GOALS BY HIS MID-FORTIES.)

LSO, COMMENT. CONCERNING TH% REFERENCE TO AsA’s

DEATH AND THE RHYSIGCIANS, [HIS IS NOT A SLAP AT
MEDICINE FOR THE DOCTORS WERE LITTLE MORE THAN
WITCH DOCTORS IN THOSE DAYS. POINT OF THéS

@ PASSAGE IS .THAT WE SHOUL]D_ LEARN TO TRUST Gop ALL

| :

THE DAYS OF OUR_LIVES. E OUR CONSTANT PRAYER
E THAT WE MAY. :

HINK OF THE MANY PEOPLE OF

MOTIVATHON=WHO—EALLED .IN THLS VERY AREA. Hﬂillﬁl'
AFTER MANY YEARS OF FAITHFUL SERVICE TO GOD, ==
MISERABLY FAIL%% I ENING TIME OF HIS
LIFE. (GEN, Qﬂ;urﬁﬁk>WAS ONE OF THE GREAT
LEADERS OF ALL TIME; BUN AT THE CLOSE OF HIS
CAREER LOST HIS TEMPER AND LOST HIS OPPORTUNITY
TO ENTER T?E PROMISED LAND CAUSE E GR J
FAILURE. OMPARE UMBERS
A GREAT MAN OF GOD BUT FAILE IN RAI ING HIS OWN
FAMILY AND IN A SENSE, THDUGH uecl WITH ;:ig

«» NATION, FAILED, (I SAM, 8:1- }0L OMORY. BEGA
HIS RULE WITH. GRANDELR. AND MAGNJELCE‘ BUT BE
A MISERABLE FAILURE AT THE END BECAUSE HE LET HIS

* Pan Lq\. ol Qw‘rgmﬁ,“



_7_
FLESH DOMINATE THE SPIRITUAL PART OF HIS LIFE,
P THESE MEN WERE ALL.GREATS AND_GOOD MEN FOR THE
' JMOST PART BUT WERE LED
=EROM.G0D. LN _MOMENTS..OE _WEAKNESS, |HE BIBLE
TEACHES THAT EMERY=STACE-OFshlaE HAE ITS OWN
S AND T ET US LEARN
ROM ASA THAT WE SHOUL%H; AND
Y BEFORE THE LORD AIL AT ANY

INT,




ROBERT K. SPRADLING TOBER 3, 976
JEHOSHAPHAT
J/
oy [T ChroN, 17:1-21:1 3 met Foet!

4

THE NAME JEHOSHAPHAT IS NorJLJxquﬂ_ﬂaua#ﬂniijRn
l‘ NOR A NAME GIVEN TO ONE'S CHILDREN BOUT THE ONLY

'gii ACQUAINTANCE MOST OF US HAVE WITH THIS OL ESTAMENT

HARACTER 1S WE HAVE HEARD H}S AME USED IN THE
HRASE HE NAME IS DIFFICULT

RONC AND ELATE STORY OF THE
RK AND TANCE TO ORDER A CHANDELIER.)
THE O.T., 1S FILLEB,WI E INTERESTING CHARACTERS WHOSE
AME BEGIN HITH ﬁg;} E.OR EXAMPLE, JEHOADDAH
qEH,NADABJ TO MENTION BUT A FEW!§ gEHOSHAPHAT WAS
OF UDAH, H1s MOTHERS
EEEﬁﬁgiggﬁéggé IS THE SHINING EXAMPbE IN THE
OF J.L&E_EAIHELLLKHDN THERE
ARE NO LE?S T? MEN NAMED JEHOSHPHAT
IN THE LITERALLY MEAM

i%gﬁﬁi HE ASCENDED THE THRONE OF 33
GE OF .35 AND REIGNED FOR YEARS, AS IN THE CASE
™ OF ASA HIS FATHER, WE MAY LEARN FROM THE LIFE OF

JEHOSHAPHAT SOME GREAT PRINCIPLES FOR CHRISTIAN
LIVING:

[, fH”SHBDHAT WA° A_MAN OF GREAT PERSONAL
1T CHrRON, 1/:5-C

THE EXTENT OF JEHOSHAP”AT S DEYOTION TO THE LorD IS
REFLECTED IN THE WORD =sQUGHE." FIRST OF ALL, IN
V. 3, WE ARE IMPRESSED WITH WHAT HE DID NOT_SEEK.,
GOD SAYS THAT .HE_SOUGHT NOT UNTO BAA HE

WORD IS THE PLURAL OF THE WORD
NAME OF THE SURREME.GOD OF THE
WAS THE.SUN-GOD AND THE WORSHIPPERS OF HIM LOOKED
UPON HIM.AS THE ONE WHO GAVE LLFE AND JWARMIH, AND
ALSO THE GOD WHO WAS TO BE

ARREASED TO PREVENT
DROUGHT AND DISASIER. 5_%5 WERE PART
OF THE RIIUAL TO APPEA VICTIMS WERE

USUALLY BURNT.ALIVE. OTHER FORMS OF WORSHIP HAD
TO DO WITH BURNING OF INCENSE AND PRIESTS WHO WORKED
THEMSELVES INTO A STATE OE_EBguzi_AND ECSTASY,
), DANCING AROUND AN ALTAR OF SACRIFICE MULTIPLIED WITH
. THE WORSHIP OF THIS HEATHEN
DEITY, WAS NOT ONLY CONDUCTED IN TEMPLES DESIGNED FOR

SUCH ggRSHIP BUT_ON THE_SIDES , HOYSES,
AND UNDER TREES, .LENTS WERE PITCHED IN WHICH TEMPLE

..f - tﬂ;ﬂd‘iﬁ/(;'m 7&/

\ | 4
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HARLOTS PRACTICED THEIR IMMORAL DEEDS UNDEE THE

™ NAME OF WORSHIP TO BAAL. AAL
LLOTHED _IN-COSTLY. GARMENTS, OFFERED WITH INCENSE,
OIL, AND MONEY WERE TO BE SEEN. ORST OF %LL;

HUMAN_SACRIFICES WERE _CHLLDREN:
WOULD HAVE NONE OF THis NONSENSE IN
I IN v, 1T SAYS

qqqqqqqqq

_ et WHO PERMITS

) “IN_THIS KIND OF “WORSHIP” WILL
BE THOUGHT WELL OF, BUT THE PROBLEM WITH SUCH SIN
WAS THAT IT WAS MORALLY, AND SPIRITUALLY WRONG AND
ONLY A MORAL AND SPIRITUAL WEAKLLNG WOULD PERMIT
SUCH ACTIVITEES IN HIS KINGDOM,

R() A
A DAY WHEN MANY RELIGIOUS PEOPLE SEEM TO BE ASHA
THEIR EALTH., S INPRESSED RECENTLY WITH AN —
T%ﬁcrUENT CERNIN ,ﬂgam_&ug& AND HIS CONFRONTATION
WITH QUEEN lMARY. UEEN RESENTED SOME OF KNOX

PREACHING AND LET HER CO”CERN BE KNOWN, KNOX
ANSWER TO THE WUEEN WAS' SIDE _THE PREACHING

 |BLACE, MADAM, _..I__[H.INJS_EEW_J:IAME_OL?A&LOLL_IO_BE
OFFENDED AT ME, AND THERE MADAM, AM NOT_MASTER

I0F MYSELF, BUT MUST OBEY RIM WHO COMMANDS ME TO.
SPEAK _PLAIN AND {O FLATTER NO FLESH UPON THE FACE

&E;ﬁﬂiJﬂEUlL N THE PRESENCE OF JOHN KNOX, THE
' UEEN MEPT, BUT KNOX WAS MWE WA N OF

AND WHETHER 1T BE (UEEN, ORCCOMMO
HIS BURDEN T0 PREACH THE WORD O
. SUCH AN ATTITUDE TOWARDS PEOPLE IN HIGH
LACES IS VIRTUALLY UNHEARD OF TODAY. BECAUSE
HOSHAPHAT WAS A MAN OF MORAL AND SPIRITUAL
§TRENGTH AND INTEGRITY, V. H SAYS THE LORD wAS
AND Vi 5 THE LORD ESTABLISHED
| S HAND,.." THAT 1S, GOD CONFIRMED
HIS AUTHQRITY TO RULE AS KING. ALso, IN V.,
T SAYS - ART : A
N_OTHER WORDS, HE TOOK GREAT
THINGS OF GOD. HIS SERVICE TO Gon wAs
REREUNCTORY BUT RATHER ERIMARY 1? HEﬁRT.GLQHED
| NITH AND. DESIRE_EOR. GOD, THE
HOSHAPHAT WAS A MAN WHO HAD A SPIRITUAL
VY CHARACTER TO UPHOLD IN THE NAME-QE-DAVID HIS
GRANDFATHER, E‘¥QS CONCERNED THAT THE NAME OF
/ GOD BE HONORED, HAT DO .YOU THINK HISIBEPLY WOu}.D

HAVE BEEN INTERVIEWED BY THE AUTHOR OF "k
MAGAZINE !} DO NOT BELIEVE "JEHOSHAPHAT TRIED TO

Y2/

\ {
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IMPOSE HIS BELIEFS ON EVERYBODY BUT HE DID PROVIDE

#ﬁllﬂNAL_LEADEﬁsﬂlP OF SUCH AN EXEMPLARY _NATURE
™ THE PEOPLE QF JUDAH WILLINGLY FOLLOWED HIM IN A

REVIVAL OF JUDAISM IN THE COUNTRY,

I1. JEHOS
PHILE - HRON, 19-
NOTE THE EMPHASIS ON THE WORD JEHOSHAPHAT

WAS AN_EDUCATOR. IN THE CONTEXT, THE EMPHASIS WAS

ON BIBLICAL EDUCATION. HE INSTITUTEDNA.SISIEE_QP
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION.BASFD UPON THE WORD OF GOD AND

SOUND MORAL PRINCIPLES. HE BELIEVED THAT IGNORANCE
SHOULD BE REPLACED WITH ENLIGHTENMENT, AND
THEREFORE - HE ESTABLISHED
TO APPOINT EDUCATORS IN THE VARTOUS TOWNS AND
VILLAGES OF THE LAND TO REMEW INSTRUCTION IN THE
BOOK OF THE law, HE BELIEVED THAT RELIGION AND
MORALITY WERE NOT ONLY THE FOUNDATION OF A NATION
BUT ALSO THE BULWARKS TO HOLD BACK THE FORCES
OF EVIL.,_ I[N OUR TIME WE HAVE HEARD OF THE

®% EHOSHAPHAT'S TIME HE INSTITUED “THE

' HE IIEINERANI_SYSTEM OF INSTRUCTION, A I
0

$ TRAVEL :
th NOT WISH TO LINGER ON THIS SUBJECT BUT THE
3

CHURCH HAS AN ENORMOUS AND—RESB@NSLBLLLIY
TO INSTRUCT THE YOUNG OF OUR NATION IN THE WORD OF
Gop. [HIS_CANNOT AND L NOT BE DONE IN THE «RUBLILC
THEREFORE TngtHRlSILAN_DAx_SCHQQL MOVEMENTS
ROGRAM OF~TOCAL" CHURC

\\\\\\OUR CHURCH AN OTHERS. WE HAVE THE BIBLE AND OUR
o
*-

GREAT NEED IS A AND As@ORE
/' ) ACHER ACH QUN PEOP
R) NCERNING THE
o OUuR CHURCH
iy OMMTTTED TO.A.BIBLICAL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM, [T
3z IS OUR DESIRE AND GOAL TO S¥SIEMAILCALt¥_EXB?SE
1\\\\“ TO THE TEACHING OF THEWORD OF GoD, IN
iﬁﬁﬁiﬁiﬁ&ﬂggg WE EMPHASIZE GI1BLE. MORNING AND
HE WORSHIP SERVICE WE EMPHA® . ON
DAY NIGHT IN THE EXTENSION CL WE EMPHASIZE
PN . IN WEDNESDAY NIGHT PRAYER MEETING WE EMPHASIZE

| . IN THE COURSE OF THE YEAR ONE OF_THE
T IGHTS OF THE CHURCH PROGRAM IS THE ConF.
NdﬁMﬁLﬁﬁ?ﬁRAMS; YOUTH PROGRAMS, THE

CENTRAL. HIS IS NO ACCIDENT THAT OUR LOCAL ™ T

e, A
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CHURCH 1S CALLED THE BIBLE CENTER CHURCH! To7BE
SURE WE ARE INTERESTED IN EuAﬂaELLsm, BUT AFTER
/™. EVANGELISM COMES—EDUCATION, OUNE OF THE REAL
. WEAKNESSES OF MANY FUNDAMENTAL CHURCHES IS THAT AN

ALL OUT EFFORT IS MADE TO_EVANGE AND LITTLE
FFORT IS MADE TO TRU PRINCIPLES OF
HRISTIAN LIVING ONSEQUENTLY MANY PEOPLE WHO

PROFESS TO KNOW UHRIST SOON BECOME DISCOURAGED AND
00S T BECAUSE THEY DO NOT KNOW HOW TO LIVE THE
HRISTIAN LIFE. OF

ROUP

1S _INSTRUCTION-OF—FH '
.+ OUR CHURCHES ARE FILLED WITH_%Q@-B%S WHICH pvemiise
BE THE RANAGEBA OF EVERY AGE. IANY THESE PRQGRAM
s PUT MUCH EMPHASIS ON.MAN AND D.
REACHING AND TEACHING OF TH

HE HoLY SPIRIT WILL BE GOD'S WORK IN GOD'S WAY WITH
Gon’s RESULTS. JEHOSHAPHAT WAS AN EDUCATOR.,

I11. JEHOSHAPHAL
8 ABOUT . Q%' - HRON, 1=

JUDICIAL COURES HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED BUT NOW THEY
™ RE MORE LOCALIZED AND IN.EVERY.CITY JUDGES WERE
APPOINTED, JEHOSHPHAT WAS CONCERNED ABOUT THE
SQUALLTY. .OF JUSTICE AND APPOINTED JUDGES TO PRESIDE
OVER AND IN ADDITION TO
THESE LOCAL COURTS, L, ONE
(:)%ﬁgLESLAﬁllgAL ND THE OTHERBCIVIL, WERE ESTABLISHED
, THE CITY OF JERUSALEM, IN HTS CHARGE TO THE
74w’ ;JUDGES, JEHOSHAPHAT REMINDED THEM THAT THEY HAD A
3 “q/“pREENE RESPONSIBILITY AS WELL AS A‘ﬂaﬂgﬂ e
ko= "RESPONSIBILITY TO ADMINISTER JUSTICE. V. / IN THE
NEW—-AMER—STAND, VERSION SAYS
D D U [y

AlRI=

BRUL 0,.ROLITICAL EAVOR

FOR SBRECIAL INTEREST _GROUPS .WOULD BE TOLERATED.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE UNDER THE_ LAW

AND EAIRLY. ADMINISIERED WAS REQUIRED, THESE

JUDGES WERE TO PERFORM THEIR RESPONSIBILITY IN
LIGHT OF THE FACT THAT SOME DAY THEYFWOULD STAND
EFORE GOD AND GIVE ACCOUNT OF THEIR JUDGMENTS.,

i HEY WERE NOT AN ELITE GROUP OF AR S BUT
RATHER : CAREFUL
OF THE U,l, WILL SHOW A GREAT EMPHASIS ON THE
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RELATIONSHIP OF PEOPLE TO OTHER PEOPLE AND THE
RIGHTS OF OTHER PEOPLE, AS A MATTER OF FACT IN
@™ BUSINESS JUST WEIGHTS AND MEASURES WERE REQUIRED,
%PW_%]. .1, 13:115' IN THE%; WHERE THE
RIGHTS OF POOR AND RICH, ISR E AND SOJOURNER
ERE CONSIDERED, EQUALITY OF JUSTICE WAS DEMANDED.
HIS WAS IN CONTRAST WITH WICKEDNESS WHERE MEN DID
NOT FEAR GOD AND HAD LITTLE REGARD FOR OTHER HUMAN
BEINGS, [HESE JUDGES WERE TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT
CIVLL AND RELIGIOUS RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE. No
WONDER JEHOSHAPHAT WAS RRALSED BY THE PEOPLE AND
BY THE LORD,
WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IN THIS COUNTRY IF EVERY
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER, EVERY JEDG ALWAYS DID THAT
WHICH WAS RIGHT AND HONORING TO GoD? THIS ACTION
ALONE WOULD PROBABLY CHANGE THE MORAL CLIMATE OF
OUR COUNTRY!

IV, JEHOSHAPHAT WAS A MAN WHO MADE A
ALLIA 10 AN UNGODLY KING-T Chron. I8:1FF

THIS CHAPTER RECORD TH GRS lehiE. OF
HOSHAPHAT 'S LIFE, _IHE APPEARANCE OF THE NAME
#™ (AHAB)IS A WARNING, THIS_MAN WAS ONE OF [SRAEL'S
REDEST KINGS AND HIS WAS THE PERSONIFICATION
OF ALL THAT IS WICKED IN WOMANHOOD! SHE RULED HIM
FROM BEHIND THE SCENES. AS A MATTER OF FACT,
HAD MARRIED.AHAB_S_DAUGHIER AND
THIS MAY HAVE BEEN AS MUCH A FAMILY MATTER AS A
GENUINE ATTEMPT ON JEHOSHAPHAT'S PART TQ_REESTABLISH

._5ﬂEJﬂﬂU3LQE_IHEEDLMLDED—KLNGDOMS. HOWEVER, .
EHOSHAPHAT AND AHAB SOUGHT TQ MAKE AN ALLIANCE

TO FIGHT AGAINST THE KING OF SYRIA AND RETAKE THE
CITY CALLED RAMOTH-GILEAD. RAMOTH-GILEAD HAD BEEN
A CITY OF REFUGE AND_WAS IDENTIFIED IN THE LONG
HISTORY OF ISRAEj. BEEQRE THEY JOINED FORCES TO

GO INTO BATTLE, JEAOSHAPHAT INSISTED ON HAVING SOME
WORD FROM_THE LORD CONCERNING THE OUTCOME OF THE
BATTLE., JHE H00 _PROPHETS MENTIONED IN V., 5 AND
THEIR APPRAISAL OF THE SITUATION DID NOT SATISFY
JEHOSHAPHAT, hNOTHER PROPHET NAMED pdoddih WAS

=

NOT WELL RECEIYED BY AHAB BUT THIS MAN INDEED
PREDICTED

HAB'S DEATH AS A RESULT OF THIS BATTLE,
T

BLE. IN THE PRESENCE OF TWO PEOPLE

EBEL! (RELATE THE STORY OF |

D AS AN INDICATION OF JEZEBEL'S
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~ ANOTHER.,

LoRrD’ s = C?yk4déﬁ3€3)

PEOPLE TO LEARN IN THIS CHAPTER,
MADE A MISTAKE WHEN HE SOUGHT THE FR

IT LED HIM FROM ONE SENSITIVE
JEHOSHAPHAT DECIDED TO R

» ) R = A

1S THE EXACT REVERSE OF THE N.T. PROCEDURE,
JEHOSHAPHAT WASN'T THE FIRST OR THE LAST TO LEARN
THE HARD WAY THAT GOD'S PEOPLE CANNOT ENTER INTO

(: 74-SUCH RELATIONSHLP COME OUT UNTA . (RELATE
/g THIS™ ENT TOSMARRIAGE, AND S, AND ANY
'H UNSA

M O THEY SEE ME BRAY, DO | TAKE
0 AND CHURGH, IS THEmBLBLE AND
PRAYER.AND UHRISTIAN ATT]ITUDES AND RELATIONSHIPS

OTHER AL Ig¥pg,w11;“_ v +THERE ARE
I OVERALL LESSON TO BE LEARNED FROM
THE LIFE OF JEHOSHAPHAT SEEMS TO BE THAT HERE WAS

A MAN WHO DETERM%NED TO WALK IN THE GOEEI HERITAGE
OF HIS ANCESTOR DAVID, IS OWN PERSO ;
AND GODLY LIVING BROUGHT BLESSING TO THE LAND,

[T WOULD BE WELL FOR EMERY._EAMLLY TODAY TO_E
CONCERNED ABOUT ONF D IR AL _HFRITA +
COULD‘WELL'@SKDTHEMSELVES WHAT AM |

THEM

_ﬁamwumm_m@? Cw
™ MEASURF ARE. WHAT WE MAKE M. DOUBT VERY

SERIOUSLY THAT JEHOSHAPH OULD HAVE BEEN WHAT HE
WAS HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR HIS GODLY FATHER ASA,
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ROBﬁRfI<. SPRADLING JUNE 27, 1993

“» THE TEEN-AGE KING WHO WAS
RUINED BY SUCCESS
[I CHRONICLES 26:1-22

IN HISTORY, BOY KINGS WERE USUALLY A JOKE.,
THEY WERE PAWNS IN THE HANDS OF UNSCRUPULOUS
POLITICIANS., ISAIAH SPOKE OF SEVERAL SIGNS
OF MORAL BREAKDOWN IN I[SRAEL AND ONE WAS:
"1 WILl GIVE CHIIDREN TO BF THFIR PRINCES,

AND BRARFS SHALL RUL " THe NIV 1s
EVEN MORE GRAPHIC, "L WILL NAKE BOYS THEI,
HIS WAS NOT THE CASE WITH
ZZIAH, HE WAS A TEEN-AGER BUT A GENIUS AT
HIS JOB. HE GREW WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY OF
HIS REIGN. SUCH A SITUATION WAS AS RARE AS
IT WAS REFRESHING. LET US EXAMINE THE LIFE

AND TIMES OF UzZIAH, THE ELEVENTH KING OF
JUDAH.,

[. UZZIAH'S EARLY YEARS - V. 1-5
i

Uzz1AH BECAME KING BvJamuggggégguﬁﬁ, HE
WOULD DO BETTER THAN HIS FATHER. |HE PEOPLE
SEEMED GLAD FOR A CHANGE. AMAZIAH'S
ASSASSINATION SEEMED TOQ BE OF NO GREAT CONCERN
TO THE PEOPLE. UzzIAH'S MOTHER WAS JECOLIAH
OF JERUSALEM. HER NAME MEANS “ENABLED.” THIS
ONE SENTENCE REFERENCE TO HIS MOTHER SPEAKS
VOLUMES., HER INFLUENCE OVER THE LIFE OF
HER SON REMINDS READERS OF SCRIPTURE THAT
BEING A GOOD MOTHER IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN
ANYTHING ELSE FOR MOTHERS. MEN DON'T JUST
HAPPEN TO TURN OUT RIGHT IN MORALS AND
SPIRITUALITY - THEY ARE USUALLY INFLUENCED BY
SOMEONE! AccorDING TO VERSE 4, UzZIAH HAD

HE DID THAT
WHICH WAS RIGHT AND HE SOUGHT THE LORD,
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ALL peoPLE, OLD AND NEw TESTAMENT, DO ONE OF
TWO THINGS:

o (1) Do THAT WHICH IS RIGHT IN THEIR OWN EYES -
A SUBJECTIVE AND SELFISH STANDARD OF APPROVAL.
(ComPARE Jupees 21:25) SoLOMON SPOKE OF THE
WAYS OF_THE FOOL AS BEING RIGHT IN HIS OWN
EYES., THAT IS, A FOOL THINKS HE IS RIGHT MOST
OF THE TIME AND SEES HIMSELF RIGHT WHEN HE IS
OBVIOUSLY WRONG. KNOWING.RIGHT FR! ONG IS
NOT AS CLEAR AS ONE MIGHT THINKT—TOR—EXAMPLE,
IN MY LIFETIME, SOCIETY HAS MADE SOME DRAMATIC
CHANGES WITH REFERENCE TO RIGHT AND WRONG.
OURS MAY NOW BE CLASSIFIED A PERMISSIVE
SOCIETY.

S HERE
WAS A TIME WHEN DIVORCE WAS A DISGRACE,
~LLEGAL_BABIES A SHAME, LIVING TOGETHER WITHOUT
MARRIAGE SINFUL, A-HOMOSEXUAL_LIFESTYLE WRONG,

~  SEX-OUISIDE OF MARRIAGE AND CHASTITY BEFORE
ol MARRIAGE A GOOD THING BUT NOW MADE FUN OF BY

MANY. —HONESTY A_DESIRABLE CHARACTERISTIC BUT
NOW RIDICULED. THE THINGS THAT USED TO SHOCK
US ARE NOW ACCEPTED BEHAVIOR. _IN A WORLD
WHERE MEN AND SOCIETY AND NOT GOD IS THE
STANDARD OF CONDUCT — NQTHING IS WRONG IF
@ SOCIETY SAYS IT'S OK! SUCH=RELATIMISIIC
wSLANDARDS IS A SURE PATH TO MORAL DISASTER.

W&mw&mﬂ THAN NOW!

(2) Do THAT WHICH IS RIGHT IN THE EYES OF
THE LORD - THIS SUGGESTS AN OBJECTIVE
SPIRITUAL STANDARD. IN UzzZIAH'S THINKING THE
LORD WAS CENTRAL AND PRIMARY IN HIS LIFE, NOT
CASUAL. AccorRDING To VERSE U4, UzzIAH wASs

N SUCCESSFUL OR PROSPEROUS IN WHAT HE DID.

THE WORD PROSPER IN THE TEXT CARRIES WITH IT
THE IDEA OF ACCOMPLISHING A GOAL. IT IS USED
TO DESCRIBE JOSEPH IN GENESIS 39:25 AS A GOOD
ADMINISTRATOR WHO KNEW HOW TO MANAGE THE
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:ji AFFAIRS OF PoTIPHAR’S ESTATE. UzziaH's

s

WAS AN UNINTERRUPTED ONE. FROM WAGING

WAR TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES TO
AN EXTENSIVE CIVIL DEFENSE PROGRAM - UzzIAH
WAS EMINENTLY SUCCESSFUL.  HOWEVER, HIS
PERSONAL DEVOTION TO Gop BEGAN TO ERODE AS
POLITICAL DIRECTION BECAME PRIMARY. HOWEVER,
HIS EARLY YEARS WERE GOQD YEARS AND HE STARTED
DOWN THE RIGHT ROAD OF GoD’'s BLESSING. BY THE
WAY IS ANOTHER GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATION
THAT C

=POLITICAL-LEADERSHIR., WHY DO PEOPLE TRY TO
TELL U3 OTHERWISE_IN OUR SPIRITUALLY GQNEUSED

—~AGEZ. COULD IT BE BECAUSE THEY ARE MORALLY., AND

SPIRITUALLY ~CONFUSED?
[I. UZZIAH'S FAME AS A MILIARY LEADER -
V. 658 II-15

v

UzzIAH KNEW HOW TO WAGE AND WIN WARS. WITH
307,500 TROOPS AT HIS DISPOSAL AND WITH THE
LATEST IN MILITARY nganLQﬁY AND EQUIRMENT, HE

'N*G-V-LFUJIAJ_LX_I.NLLN.?J.B.LE. E TOOK ON THE
ANCIENT ENEMIES OF ISRAEL, THE PHILISTINES AND

PREVAILED. AS A MATTER OF FACT, HE WENT RIGHT
INTO THEIR STRONGHOLDS SUCH AS GATH AND WON.

HE WAS IN EVERY WAY A FORMIDABLE MILITARY
LEADER., AS A MATTER OF FACT, HE SEEMED TO

HAVE TAKEN ALL OF THE STEAM OUT OF THE
PHILISTINE WAR MACHINE, HIS MILITARY FAME
SPREAD FAR AND WIDE. HIS FORCES WERE WELL
ORGANIZEI® AND SUPERVISED. IHE LANGUAGE OF
VERSE 15 1S A WAY TO DESCRIBE WHAT WE CALL
ARTILLERY. HE SEEMS TO HAVE USED ROMAN
CATAPULTS BEFORE RoMAN TIMES. MANY OF THE
GREAT LEADERS IN THE BIBLE WERE MILIARY MEN
SUCH AS ABRAHAM, JOSHUA, THE JUDGES, AND_DAVID.
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I11. UZZIAH WAS A MAN OF VARIED INTERESTS
AND ABILITIES - V. 9-10

A CURSORY GLANCE AT THESE VERSES REVEALS THAT
HE WAS A BUILDER, ARCHITECT, ENGINEER, RANCHER
AND FARMER TO MENTION A FEW. IN”VERSE 10 17
SAYS HE WAS "A LOVER OF THE SOIL"”, THAT IS
AGRICULTURE AND RANCHING WERE DEAR TO HIS
HEART. JO BE A BUILDER ON THE SCALE MENTIONED
IN SCRIPTURE SPEAKS OF A MAN OF PLANNING
ABILITY, VISION, ENERGY. PEOPLE WHO ENJOY
BUILDING USUALLY BUILD THINGS. AS A FARMER,
HE LOVED NATURE, THE SOIL, CATTLE, SHEEP, AND
ALL THE THINGS THAT GO WITH FARM LIVING. IN
THAT REGARD, HE WAS NOT UNLIKE MOST OF THE
PEOPLE YOU AND I KNOW. MoST WouLD ENJOY A
5-10 ACRE FARM SOMEWHERE AS A GET-AWAY OR
HIDEAWAY. SOMEONE'S DESCRIPTION OF S
IS A PEOPLE BORN ON THE FARM WHO MOVED TO THE
CITY IN ORDER TO MAKE ENOUGH MONEY TO GO BACK
TO THE FARM!

IV, UZZIAH WAS RUINED BY PRIDE AND SMITTEN
WITH LEPROSY - V. 16-23

PRIDE IS BOTH A VIRTUE AND A VICE. As A
VIRTUE, THERE MAY BE BETTER WORDS TO EXPRESS
WHAT WE MEAN WHEN WE SPEAK OF PRIDE OF COUNTRY,
COMMUNITY, CHILDREN OR CRAFTSMANSHIP. WE
UNDERSTAND THERE IS A KIND OF NORMAL SELF-
CONCERN AS OPPOSED TO ABNORMAL PERSONALITY
IMBALANCES. PRIDE MAY BE SEEN FROM A POSITIVE
AND NEGATIVE SIDE OF LIFE. C. S. LEwIS sAYs
THAT IMMORALITY, ANGER, GREED AND DRUNKENNESS
ARE ALL FLEA BITES COMPARED TO PRIDE. [T IS
LIKE AN ODORLESS GAS, UNDETECTED BUT DEADLY
WHEN RELEASED. HE SUGGESTS THAT PRIDE GETS
NO PLEASURE IN JUST HAVING AND BEING, IT MUST
HAVE MORE AND BETTER THAN OTHERS. [HE PRIDE
MENTIONED IN OUR TEXT IS THE PRIDE THAT WELLS
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UP OUT OF HUMAN NATURE IN BATTLE ARRAY
AGAINST GOD. IN OTHER WORDS, IT IS_A_HOSTILE
o z . [T IS AN INORDINATE
AND UNREASONABLE SELF-ESTEEM WHICH MANIFESTS
AN ELEVATED OPINION OF ONE'S SELF AND EXPECTS
EVERYONE ELSE TO SHARE THAT VIEW! As A MATTER
OF FACT, THE WORD PRIDE IN THE TEXT MEANS TO
WBE_LIFTED UP OR.HAUGHTY. OUR SLANG TERM
UPPETY COMES FROM THIS IDEA. IT IS THE WORD
USED 10 _DESCRIBE SATAN'S ACTIVITY IN EzZEKIEL
28:2,5,17. WHEN Uzz1AH BECAME IMPRESSED AND
LNIQXILAIEE WITH HIS OWN SUCCESS, HE TURNED
AWAY FROM GOD AND PRIDE TOOK CONTROL AND HIS
TEMPER FLARED WHEN CHALLENGED ABOUT HIS
SPIRITUAL MISCONDUCT. UzZZIAH HAD NO BUSINESS
ASSUMING THE RESPONSIBILITY OF A PRIEST.
USURPING THE PRIEST’'S OFFICE WAS CLEARLY
FORBIDDEN IN SCRIPTURE, LIMITED IO THE SONS
OF AARON : 18:1-7) F. B, MevYERr
PN WAS CORRECT WHEN HE SAID "WE MUST STRUGGLE
AT THE OAR INSTEAD OF SPREADING THE SAILS "
WHEN THERE IS NOT ENOUGH BALLAST IN THE SHIP.
SO, NOT CONTENT TO BE A KING ALONF, HE WANTED
TO BE A-RRIEST T0Q. GOD SHJUDGMENT WAS
IMMEDIATE AND ISOLATION. HIS SIN THE SAME AS
SAUL (I SaM. 13:9) UzziAH JOINED MIRIAM
AND GEHAZI WHO FELL UNDER THE PENALTY OF PRIDE
AND_PRESUMPTION. (NumBers 12:10, II Kines
5:27) HE JOINED THE RANKS OF LUCIF AND
WHO FEL E.
LET ME SUGGEST THAT THE SIN THAT RUINED
Uzz1AH MAY ALSO KEEP MANY OUT OF HEAVEN.
THE UNWILLINGNESS TO REFER TO ONESELF AS A
SINNER HITS AND HURTS PRIDE. ULTIMATELY THE
REASON MOST PEOPLE ARE NOT SAYED IS THEIR
- PRIDE. IT IS NOT UNTIL A MAN'S STIFF NECK,
KNEE AND STUBBORN WILL BOWS BEFORE GOD IN
UMILITY THAT HE CAN BE SAVED., HOW SATAN MUST
\ LAUGH WHEN HE SEES PEOPLE WHO ARE RELIGIOUS,
| MeTT-|MORAL, GENEROUS, HONEST AND EVEN KIND EATEN
ALIVE WITH THAT SPIRITUAL CANCER CALLED PRIDE.
/g§§Z PR IDE—KNOCKED SATAN OUT OF HEAVEN AND IT
: WILl KEEP MEN FROM THERE TOO. e

\ 'j/ y R 4

\

p——

\




ROoBERT K. SPRADLING MAY 29, %957
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T 0 L F E
II CHRONICLES 26

JLSEMEBAL_iEARs_AﬁQ A MAN SAT IN MY STUDY ON THE
VERGE OF TEARS. FOR SOME PERIOD OF TIME HE HAD BEEN
EXPRESSING REGRET OVER THE FACT THAT HE HAD NOT
TRIED HARDER TO_RETAIN A FORMER PASTOR, NOW THEY
WERE IN THE THROES OF .ABEGCdlME LN ATTENDANCE , medel-
_AdiGdAk REVERSES-AN IN
JHELR.LOCAL CHURCH. HE AND | BOTH KNEW THEIR FORMER
PASTOR WELL AND HE HAD BEEN AN ABLE PREACHER, BUT
NOT ABLE TO.DO EVERYTHING SOME OF THE MORE CRITICAL
PEOPLE IN THE CONGREGATION DESIRED. ON THAT OCCASION,
MY FRIEND LAMENTED THE FACT THAT THEY HAD TAKEN
ADVANT OF THEIR PASTOR, AND WORST OF ALL HAD
D, ASSUMING INCORRECTLY THAT WHEN
HE LEFT THEY COULD EASILY REPLACE HIM WITH A BETTER
MA -iﬂ*ﬂJﬂi—REQELE, AND THINGS, «EQR.GRANTED IS
. A LACK OF CONCERN FOR CERTAIN
SITUATIONS MAY BE DISASTROUS IN THE ouTCcOME., Many

™ DO NO RECOGNI SO #NG_UNTIL IT IS
TAKEN_AWAY , ANY HUSBAND AN HAVE NOT
RECOGNIZED THE WORTH AND PORTA OF A COMPANION

UNTIL HE OR SHE 1S GONE. THEN THE LAMENT COMES:

WHY DID I TAKE HIM/HER FOR GRANTED? [HE CHAPTER

BEFORE US SPEAKS OF A MAN WHO HAD JUST THAT KIND

OF ATTITUDE TOWARD THE LORD. HE STARTED CORRECTLY

BUT GREW=d-N=5Er=dRORFMGE TO THE POINT WHERE HE

THOUGHT HE COULD DO WHATEVER HE NANTED TO AND (GOD

OR NO ONE ELSE COULD SAY ANYTHING. (LET ME INTERJECT
HIS IDEA - THERE IS A DANGER IN TAKING THE WORD OF

(0D FOR GRANTED, OUR.CHURCH, OUR CHRISILAN_ERLENBS,
OUR HEALTH, FAMLLY AND A HUNDRED.OTHER THINGS. DON'T

po I1T!)

I. PARENTS - v. 1-3

MZZIAHLSEAIHER WAS NAMESCAMAZIA®. HE wAS NOT_A
__POPULAR RULER; AS A MATTER OF FACT, HLS-HNEQEUL%RLIY

WAS THAT HE SUFFERED A G Y D . THIS
—DEEEAT LED TO HIS NE OF THE LESSONS HIS

@\ SON LEARNED AND A POLICY HE PRACTICED EARLY IN HIS
REIGN WAS FO=DEREAT=HESwEATHERS—ENEMLES-SOME. 20
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R HIS FATHER'S DEATH., UzZIAH'S MOTHER WAS
w NOT MUCH IS SAID ABQUT HER OTHER THAN
e

HAT HER NAME. MEANS AND SHE WAS
«» FROM THE CITY OF JERUSALEM. UzzIl TAINED FAME
BARSBEMOND AND INEXCESS OF HIS PARENTS. AS A MATTER
OF FACT, THIS IS NOT AN ; THAT 1S,

THAT A SON OR DAUGHIER GAINS MORE EQPULAR%JY AND
FAYOR THAN THE PARENTS. N ADDITION ING UNPOPULA

ZZIAH'S FATHER WAS LY,
CCORDING TOLII CHRON. 25:2) AMAZIAH DID T
T N_BUT NOT. OUT OF THE

g IS IS ALWAYS A BAD

BASIS FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH. HOWEVER, IT IS THE
. MANY TIMES THEY DO WHAT

THEY DO BECAUSE IT IS :EXREREENT NOT BECAUSE IT IS
1;;%;:. HE POINT OF THESE VERSES IS THAT IN SPITE

ZZIAH'S LACK OF SPIRITUAL BACKGROUND AND TRAINING,
HE DID, IN THE EARLY DAYS OF HIS REIGN, ASPIRE TO
GREATNESS BECAUSE OF HIS SPIRITUAL INTERESTS AND
STABILITY.

IIu EBQ.S_EER.[[X_ V. 4-15
IN THE BEGINNING OF UZZIAH'S REIGN, HE SOUGHT’!EE?%Q&L
GHT E

p - OVER POETTICAL-—DIREGREON , _AS-HE SOU
‘ EORD’S HELP AND THE GREAT PROPHE iy HE
BECAME WELLKNOWN, ACCORDING TO V. 8 AND=% . Gop
WAS ELEVATING UZZIAH IN THE EYES OF MEN, HEREIN LIES
THE GRAVE DANGER, [T IS DIFFICULT FOR MEN WHO
BEcorE POWERFUI AND WELL.KNOWN TO KEEP THEIR EYE UPON
THE LORD AND NOT erR‘TU'Tﬁ% DESIRE OF BEING SOMEBODY
GREAT AMONG MEN. UzzIAH BECAME s » -POWEREUL
AND INFLUENTIAL, BUT_APPARENTLY IT WAS FOR HIS OWN
ERSONAL INTEREST. THE TEXT WOULﬁ INDICATE THAT
ZZIAH WAS A VERY .+ HIS ABILITY EXTENDED
TO HE KNEW HOW TO BUILD
THINGS (V, R ARMER
ACCORDING TO V HE WAS_4 BTAR e
OW TO MAKE WAR AND HOW TO WIN AT IT. C(V,
E KNEW HOW TO PRESERVE THINGS. HE KNEW TH? g
BEST POSSIBLE WAY TO KEEP-REACE IN HIS LAND WAS FROM
+ S0 HE SET ABOUT TO BUILD UP
THE -DEEENSES OF HIS COUNTRY IN ADﬁITION TO WAGING
WAR AGAINST HIS BORDER ENEMIES. HE WAS ALSO AN
ACCORDING TO V. 15, THE kEY To UzzIAH'S
™ SUCCESS IS MENTIONED IN V. 5, HIs RELATIOSHIP TO
THE LORD WAS VITAL,

E WAS A_RAJ
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[IT. PRESUMPTION - v. 16-13

@ AFTER THE DEATH OF THE GREAT PROPHE#=LECHARIAH,
UzzIAH'S HEART WAS LIFTED UP WITH PRIDE AND HE
ATTEMPTED TO DO SOMETING_BEYQND HLS. AUTHORLIY
THE ANCIENT KINGDOMS OF THE EAST, KINGS WERE 1” THE

wABIF=OFEEXERCISING. PRIESTLY FUNCTIQNS. WHEN ZZIAH
BECAME ELATED OVER HIS POPULARITY AND PROSPERITY,
DETERMINED TO EXERCISE THAT RIGHT BY BURNING INCENSE
ON THE GOLDEN ALTAR IN THE TEMPLE. HOWEYER, WHEN HE
ATTEMPTED TO DO SO, HE WAS WITHSTOOD BY AND
..iﬂi&ﬂlﬂﬂlJﬂ&LE&IS WHO STOOD IN HIS WAY TO PREVENT THIS
VIOLATION OF SCRIPTURE. UZZIAH MADE A FATAL MISTAKE.

HE READ TOO MANY OF HIS OWM.HEADLIMNES AND HE THOUGHT
HIS EAME AND ABILITY WERE THE PRODUCTS OF HIS OWN

GENIUS _ATTEMPTED TO ENTER A FORBIDDEN AREA,
(CFLEv,

IS A DEADLY SIN, WHETHER IN A

PRIDE LED TO HIS DEFEAT.
; AND-ELE.&M
IV- EERI_L = Vi 19 23

AT THE VERY TIME UZZIAH WAS SEEKIN(,E TO VIOLATE THE
~» CLEAR AW ofF Gop's WORD; HE WAS
- SMITTEN WIT "HILE THE ANGER WAS RISING IN
HIS TEMPLE, THE WHITE SPQTS OF LEPROSY BECAME VISIBLE
ON HIS FOREHEAD. W_mﬂuw
ﬁ EEIE E%E THE REST OF HIS LIFE HE WOULD BE_A
» WHERE H OULD

QUICKLY BE FORGOTTEN IN THE NATION. DISOBEDIENCE

BRINGS JUDGMENT. EPROSY PUT UzzlAH ouT A-
~LLON.. G@NOT SMITE MEN WITH LEPROSY TODAY

BUT THE HE THE CHAPTER SHOULD BE HEEDED. IN
EVERY DISP ION, GOD EXPEC IS PEOPLE TO
THERE ARB CER
w ZZIAH IS A CLASSIC ILLUSTRATION OF THAT
FACT. |HIS _DISEASE WAS THE MOST LOATHSOME AND DREADEIL
DISEASE_OF BIBLE TIMES. AT THAT TIME THERE WAS=ie»
. | WONDER IF UZzZIAH HAD BEEN GIVE ANOTHER
RTUNITY A FEW MONTHS LATER WHAT HIS REACTION
WOULD HAVE BEEN., SOMETIMES WE LEARN TOO LATE THAT
IT IS NEVER WISE TO PRESUME UPON GOD'’S GRACE.

—_— e
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RoBerT K. SPRADLING JANUARY 25, 1976
AM,

GATES

NEHEMIAH 8:1-8

WHEN [ WAS GROWING UP, ONE OF -THE AGGRAVATING
CHORES WAS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF OPENING GATES.
SOME OF MY RELATIVES LIVED IN THE HEAD OF A
HOLLOW NEAR SISSONVILLE AND IN ORDER TO GET TO
THEIR HOME WE NOT ONLY HAD TO FORD THE Riﬁ

BUT IT REQUIRED OPENING SEVERAL GATES. ELATE
INCIDENK REGARDING A - MoptZ FORD AND THE RUMBLE
SEAT. ALSO, THE EXPERIENCE OF RIDING ON A GATE.D
LATER ON AT OUR PRESENT LOCATION THE APPEARANCE
OF GATES ACROSS THE ROAD TO KEEP LIVESTOCK }N
PASTURE. FOR THE FIRST .DOZEN OR SO YEARS,

FELT SURE THE ONLY REASON ADULTS HAD CHILDREN
WAS TO HAVE THEM OPEN GATES. |HERE ARE MANY

EFERENCES IN THE DIBLE TO THE S J CT QF GATES.,
E_FIRST MENTION IS IN AnD
THERE CAME TWO ANGELS TO ODOM AT EVENING; AND

LoT SAT IN J e sAlE of SODOM. « 44"
THEN WEN] BoAz UP TQ THE GATE, AND ST HIM DOMN
THERE 1 + « « AND SAMSON LAY TILL

MIDNIGHT, AND AROSE AT MIDNIGHT AND TOOK THE DOORS

OF THE GATE OF THE CITY AND THE TWO SIDEPOSTS,
AND WENT AWAY WITH JHEM AND CARRIED THEM TO THE
TOP OF THE HILL.vvv- _THE GATES TO A CITY WERE

USUALLY MASSIVE AND SECURED BY A_LARGE BAR TO

ngﬁggg ggf%gE.WITHIN THE WALLS OF A CITY.
WITH TAKING THE CITY. |HROUGH THE GATES WORKMEN

PASSED FROM DAY TO DAY AND VARIOUS MEETINGS TOOK
PLACE AT THE GATE. [T WAS THE_CENTER OF PUBL

LiFE. MARKEIS WERE HELD AT THE GATE OF THE CITY
WHERE SPECIAL COMMODITIES WERE SOLD. IT WAS THE

PLACE FOR LEGA RIBUNALS., HE KING HELD PyBLIC
AUDIENCE§ IN THE GATE POKE Q

OF HAD N MATTHEW 16: T8 AND THIS MAY R R_TO
t;ﬁ-l.‘..'\..-‘.‘..‘.‘,.;..- DHOR OR OR

FROM WHICH THE DEAD DO NOT
RETURN AND THEREFORE HE SPEAKS OF HIS CHURCH

AS A GREAT PATRIOT WHO WAS BORN AQD
ERSIA IN A CITY CALLED SUSA.
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HE HAD A COMFORTABLE POSITION OF HONOR AND
TRUST AS THE KING'S CUPREARER. NO ORIENTAL
KING WOULD HAVE A PERSON OF QUESTIONABLE CHARACTER
NEAR HIM BECAUSE OF THE DANGER OF POISON,

WAS AN EXCEPTIONAL PERSON, BUT HE GREW
RESTLESS IN HIS SOUL WHEN HE LEARNED OF THE CONDITIO
OF HIS HOMELAND AND SPECIFICALLY THE CITY OF
JERUSALEM, [HE WALLS WERE BROKEN DOWN. AND THE
GATES WERE BUENED, (0D LAID IT UP UPON NEHEMIAH'S

HEART TO RETURN TO JERUSALEM, REBUlLD_Iﬂﬁ_ﬂALL54
AND REESTABLISH THE GATES TO THE CITY. HERE

ARE FAT. WHICH STAND OUT IN THE
BOOK OF WEHEMIAH., ONE IS _THE WORD WALLS AND
THE OTHER IS THE WORD GATES:. [N THE THIRD
CHAPTER OF NEHEMIAH THE TERM GATES APPEARS NO
LESS THAN 12 TIMES: WHeN NEHEMIAH AS A BASIC
TEXT, LET US LOOK AT SEVERAL OTHER PASSAGES IN
THE BIBLE WHICH DEAL WITH THIS SUBJECT.

Il

/MAand UG/ 1 -Tm

( R
THIs GATE To HEROD'S TEMPLE WAS KNOWN AS THE

?EAUILEUL_EAIE AND ALSO THE '
T WAS UNUSUAL IN_SIZE AND » MADE OF

COSTLY LORINTHIAN BRONZE. 1T WAS LARGER THAN
HE OTHER GATES AND WAS SO HEAVY THAT IT TOOK
,£Q=mgu TO MOVE IT. ITS MASSIVENESS AND
QAENLELLANQE HAD EARNED THE NAME OF BEAUTIFUL.
OME COMMENTATORS HAVE SUGGESTED THAT WHEN THE
LIGHT SHOWN UPON IT IT WAS INDEED SPECTACULOR
TO BEHOLD. HOWEVER, THE FMRORTANT ASPEET OF
THIS STORY IS THAT_MNEITHER THE REAUTY OF THE
TEMPLE NOR OF THE GATE COULD HEIP THIS PQOOR
MAN. CERTAINLY THIS CHAPTER SHOULD TELL ALL
MEN EVERYWHERE THAT RELIGION AND ART ARE
POWERLESS TO HELP MEN SPIRITUALLY, ALL OF THE
GLORY OF THE TEMPLE, ITS RITUAL, ITS BUILDINGS,
"REMB® COULD NOT HELP THIS POOR
MAN WALK. couL

ELP HIS INFIRMITY,

BeqeLe

- EMPTY AND NEEDY
NONE U U ' AND.GQLD IS NOT THE
A Al ONF CAN MAKE MEN WALK SPIRITUALLY.

MAN ‘REMINDS US OF THE DEPRAVITY OF THE RACE.
TERM IS OFTEN MISUNDERSTOOD.
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: ; Y Calteld Siw,
NoT imums & 5T INFec7ep ~ ViAvs
By IOIAl DEPRAVITY WE DO NOT_MEAN THAT MEN
HAVE _NQ DISPOSITION TO DO RIGHT AND THEY_NEVER

DO ANYTHING GOOD OR THAT HE IS AS_BAD AS HE
COULD BECOME. But DEPRAVITY__DQE_S_ELEAN THAT

ALL MEN HAVE.&.&lNEuL_NﬁIURE_AND
~OF ALL KINDS OF SINS ND THAT MAN'S SIN HAS

ALIENATED HIMSELF FROM (GOD AND THERE IS Hg MEANS
T_ONLY RY GRACE

. DO NOT MEAN TO PLAY.DOWN MORAL VIRTUES,
GOOD MANNER, KINDNESS, GENEROSITY, ETHICS, BUT
ﬁs NOT _THE Begls OF GETTING MEN
% TO HEAVEN. (Psawm 51:5, 3, JEREMIAH 13:23)
OMMENT ON THE IMPORTANCE OF BEAUTY IN THE
HOUSE OF (GOD BUT ONLY jESUS CAN HELP MEN IN
THEIR SINS,

[T, !HE N%EBQH GATE AND MORAL CHOICE - MATTHEW

IN THIS CHAPTER, JESUS CONTRASTS A _SERIES OF
~» JIW0S. HE PICTURED LIFE AS BEING I
VERY PERSON IS ON ONE OF TWO, ROADS.
IS SPOKEN OF AS- TRAVELED BY “MANY”
NOTICE CAREFULLY
THAT JESUS DID NOT SAY THAT ALL MEN ARE
SCENDING THE SPIRAL STAIRCASE TO ETERNAL BLISS.

E SAID IN FACT THAT_ALLJmﬂngMﬂLJnLJLJunm Tn om
THAT LEADS TO DESTRUCTION. IT IS THE EASY WAY, IT IS

THE POPULA o IT IS THE WAY OF THE MAJORITY.,
IE 18 IRE?EEE$ %ECAUSE IT IS THE WAY OF_LEAST

RESISTANCE N CONTRAST HE TALKED ABROUT
GATE AND . JESUS DID NOT ASK MEN TO

GO OUT AND INMESTIGAEE ALL OF THE RELIGIOUS
PHILOSOPHIES OF THE WORLD AND THEN cHooSE His

WAY AS BEING BUT _RATHER HE
i EﬂOHN 14: E, AcTs H ? SOMETIMES

FOOLISHLY SAY THEY'RE GOING TO LET THEIR
N GO THEIR OWN WAY AND CHOOSE WHETHER
OR NOT THEY WILL ADQPT SOME KIND OF RELIGION
SOMETIME IN LIFE. THEY CAN GO TO SUNDAY SCHOOL
OR NOT SUNDAY SCHOOL. I WON'T FORCE THEM TO GO!
«» [HIS SOUNDS VERY FAIR AND PIOUS, BUT IT IS SIMPLY
LETTING CHILDREN TAKE THE LINE OF_tEASI_?ﬁSlSIANCE
WHICH ALWAYS TAKES THEM AWAY FROM GOD, HAT WOULD
HAPPEN IF YOU WOULD LET YOUR CHILDREN CHOOSE
WHETHER OR NOT THEY WANT TO GO TO PUBLIC SCHOOL,
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£\ RUSH THEIR TEETH, TAKE A BATH, GO TO BED EARLY.)

CCORDING TO THESE VERSES.J:.ﬁEB_Y_MAN_MLLSL_DECJ.D.E
~NHICH WAY HE WILL TRAVEL. E AUTOMATICALLY TAKE

THE BROA? ROAD BY VIRTUE OF OUR BENT TO SIN.
(JoHN 3:18) HEARLQ, A PREACHER SAY ONE TéBEHIHEAI
HE ANSWER 1S .
: RNS ABOUT CHOICE OF PROPER DIRECTION
IN LIFE. IN PROVERBS iﬂ 112 AND 1625 SoLoMoN
'SPEAKS OF A WAY WHICH "SEEMS RIGHT, BUT WHEN
“THE SINNER GETS TO _THE END IT RESULTS IN
SPIRITUAL DEATH. IT IS LIKE, A THAT SEEMS
IN GOOD ORDER UNTIL YOU ARE AROUND..THE.BEND AND
wed TS TOPS - SUDDENLY-LNwAN..ABYSS,  [HERE ARE MANY
PEOPLE WHO ARE VERY SINGERE BUT ARE FOLLOWING
THE EASY WAY WHICH LEADS TO DESTRUCTION. THIS

IN THE TEXT IS THE ROAD OF THE
L LELIX, AND MULTIPLIED MILLIONS OF
PEOPLE WHO LOVED_IHEMaELMESLAND OTHER THINGS.
MORE THAN THEY LOVED GoD. LET ME_CHALLENGE
YOU TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION._ AM I ON THE NARROW
~ WAY THAT LEADS TO GOD OR AM I ON THE BROAD WAY
THAT LEADS TO DESTRUCTION? THE PRINCIPLE OF

Cﬂgi%E RUE?NggRgggﬁogT THE ENTIRE BIBLE. (JoSHUA

II11. TIHE WATERGATE AND SPIRITUAL INTEREST

IT 1S INTERESTING TO NOTICE_THAT THE ONLY

WATERGATE MENTIONED IN THﬁ IBLE 1S ASSQCIATED
WITH THE MINIS!RY OF TH . PICTURE

ust I D

THIS SCENE AS BEGINS TO READ FROM
THE ROLL OF SCRIPTURE. HERE IS VITAL INTERESTS
AS THE PEOPLE GATHER FROM EARLY MORNING TO MID-

DAY TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD_READ_ANntEKELAJNEIL
IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THERE IS NO_MORE_IMPORTANT

RAY AND HIS INVOLVMENT IN EXPOSITORY PREACHING
AS A YOUNG PASTOR IN BosTon. HE wAs ASKED TO
PREACH AT A MIDNIGHT BERVICE oN NEw YEARS.

HAD THE HOurR FRoM 10:00 ToO l% 8 AND igMEBNE

#» | ELSE WAS TO FOLLOW HIM FROM 11:

HE PREACHED A SERMON AND THEN THE MAN WHO WAS TO
FOLLOW HIM DIDN'T SHOW UP, AND THE PERSON IN
CHARGE OF THE MEETING ASKED DR. GRAY IF HE WOULD

| TAKE OVER. [HE DR. DIDN'T HAVE ANY NOTES AND
IAS A MATTER OF FACT DID NOT HAVE ANOTHER SERMON.

A = / 4
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o HE sAaID I ONLY HAD THE BIBLE AND THANK GoD
FOR A FEW NOTES WITHIN THE MARGIN. SO HE
TURNED TO A PASSAGE AND BEGAN TO_EXPLAIN IT
AND TO HIS AMAZEMENT THE PEOPLE
NJOYED THE_SECOND MESSAGE BETTER THAN THE FIRST.
E SAID THAT WAS HIS INTRODUCTION TO EXPOSITORY
PREACHING) ACCORDING TO VERSE b THE REACTION

Tgbi%mm WAS_HD.Bﬁ.E.I.LQ.E_ﬁ.Q.D.- WORSHIP
A E WORD GO TOGETHER. NOTHER ENCOURAGING

ASPECT OF THIS CHAPTER IS THAT THE PEOPLE WERE
NOT SO_EIME _CONSCIOUS. |HERE ARE SOME THINGS
WHICH IAKT_IIME AND DEPTH IN THE WORD ofF GoD
IS ONE. IT IS MY DEEP CONCERN THAT THE PRIMARY
REASON YOU ARE ATTRACTED TO THﬁ BIBLE %ENTER

OR

HURCH IS ITS MINISTRY IN THE D OF bOD.
HERE IS _NO QUE QN IN TI?I!__S CHAPTER THAT THE

WorD oF GOD 1S (GENFRAD VEN IN OUR ARGCHITEEEMRE

\

EPTEMBER

THERE 1S A CHURCH
EVALUATION CHECK LIST, | WAS SURPRISED AT THE

~ POSITION OF THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD OF GoD IN
THE LIST. [ APPROVE OF THE LIST BUT NOT NECESSARILY
THE ORDER.

IV. THE ETERNAL GATE ANg PERPETUAL BLESSING -
EVELATION Z1:75, 27:

THE BIBLE TEACHES THE_REALLTY OF HEAVEN. THE
ﬁXPERIENCES OF LIFE REMIND US OF SUCH A PLACE.
ARDLY A WEEK GOES BY THAT WE ARE NOT BROUGHT

FACE TO FACE WITH THE_PROBIEM OF DEATH AND THE
PROSPECTS OF A_BETTER LAND FOR THOSE WE LOVE.

Q%%AﬁﬂMLFIXED HIS EYE_ON_THAT ETERNAL CITY
ORDING TO HEBREws 11:14-16, CAME
FROM HEAVEN ND RETURNED THERE. cts 1:11 -

JoHn 14:3 E ARE SURPRISED THAT THE BIBLE DOES
- NOT GO INTO GREATER DETAIL TO DESCRIBE OUR
ETERNAL HOME. HOWEVER, NO DESCRIPTION WOULD
BE ADEQUATE TO DESCRIBE THE GLORY AND BLESSING
OF THAT PLACE IN COMPARISON TO THE SORROW AND
SADNESS OF THIS LIFE. WAINTS OF ALL AGES HAYE
«™ HEARD ABOUT HEAVEN AND EVEN SUNG ABOUT IT. HERE
IS A LAND THAT IS FAIRER THAN DAY AND BY FAITH
[ CAN SEE IT AFAR.
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MANY YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE HEARD ABOUT THIS PLACE
AND SUNG ABOUT IT IN THE

BUT AS THEY GREW OLDER ANE AS THE _PHILOSOPHY @F
HROUGH THE YEARS

ONE OF HIS BOOKS TELLS HOW THAT WHEN HE FIRST
STARTED TO PREACH HE WOULD TAKE A TRAIN TO
VARIOUS PARTS OF THE COUNTRY TO PREACH THE GOSPEL,
AND WHEN HE WOULD RETURN TO NorTH CAROLINA HIS
FATHER WOULD COME DOWN TO THE DEPOT TO MEET HIM.
[]I1s FATHER'S QUESTION WAS ALWAYS THE,SAME :
How_DID YoU GET ApONG?" AND HAVNER'S REPLY WAS
ALWAYS THE SAME: ,7REIIXfygLﬁ_IﬂAﬂﬁkigylﬁBUI
IT'S SYURE GOOD TO BE HOME. AVNER SAID THAT HE
WOULDN'T BE SURPRISED THAT WHEN HE GETS TO
HEAVEN AND MEETS HIS FATHER THAT HIS DAD WILL
ASK THE OLD FAMILBAR QUESTION: “How DID You

_%gl_ALﬂuﬁ? 1O WHICH HE WILL BE HAPPY TO REPLY:

BE_HOME., HESE VERSES REMIND US THAT THERE IS
A PLACE RESERVED FOR_THE HOME QF THE SOULD AND
THE SAINTS OF Gop. RECENTLY, | WAS AWAKENED
EARLY AND SPENT SOME TIME READING RATHER
CAREFULLY THIS CHAPTER.. | WAS IMPRESSED WITH
EEVERAL GREAT T UTzzi qP ,OUR SERVICE IS TO
HRIST - VERSE 3. OM-T TAMPER WITH THE
WorD oF G ERSE 18 WorsHIP GOD NOT MEN -
VERSE 9

- VERSE 20. HE IS COMING -
OU NEED TO COME TO HIM - Topay!
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THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL DOES NOT REFLECT GREAT
ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN ,ARCHITECTURE. THE EARLY DAYS

OF THE NATION SAW THEM AS PJLGRIMS DWELLING IN
TENTS,.A_PASTORAL_PEQPLE. THEIR GREATEST WORK

IN THIS AREA MAY BE SEEN IN THE (NAEBES AROUND THE
CITIES OF [SRAEL WHICH WERE BUILT AS EORTIFICATIONS
AGAINST INVADING ARMIES. |HESE WALLS WERE OFTEN

/‘* HURRIEDLXMD FREQUENTLY _DESTROYED. OR

MPLE, IS A CITY THAT WAS REPEATEDLY

‘ROYED AND BUILT AGAIN UPON ITS RUINS. NE OF
THE INTERESTING ASPECTS OF THE CITY OF JERUSALEM
HAS TO DO WITH THE APPROXIMATELY . TWOSMENSES. OF

"/, WALLS AROUND _THE OLD CITY, CONTRARY TO POPULAR
;) BELIEF, THESE“WALLS DO NOT DATE BACK TO THE TIME

OF CHRIST BUT RATHER WAS BUILT IN THE.L6_CENTURY.
HOWEVER, A CLOSE STUDY OF THE WALL WILL REVEAL
SOMETHING OF T?E DI EFEREN RIBBS IN THE HISTORY
QF THE CITY, ELATE OUR“TQUR BEGINNING AT THE
AND WALKING AROUND. THE CITY SEEING
OMETHING OF ITS HISTORY REVEALED. IN THE WALLS,)
HIS PARTICULAR TOUR CULMINATED THE
OF THE [EMPLE AREA, COMMONLY CALLED THE
.+ |HIS WALL IS SACRED TO JEWS BECAUSE IT IS

THE-WESTERN WALL OF THE ANCIENT TEMPLE _ENCLOSURE
_is_suaaosan.I$_BEHIHE,uALL“NEARESI_IQ THE

"HOLY OF EOLéEi HE PRESENT WALL DATES FROM THE
“TIME OF . IT IS VERY IMPRESSIVE
0 OBSERVE PEOPLE WHO COME TO THE WALL TO_PRAY.

HIS HAS BECOME POSSIBLE SINCE THE Six-DAY WAR,
WALLS OF THE CITY WERE VERY MUCH IN THE THINKING

= TR mmHEN HE SAID, RAY FOR THE PEACE OF

#ERUSALEM THEY_ SHALL PROSPER THAT LOVE THEE.

EACE BE HITﬁI? T
THY PALACES, SALM ?bb:é,eg ET MIGHT BE OBSERVED

THAT IN ANCIENT TIMES, WERE NOT ONLY SIGNI-
FICANT TO THE NATION OF ISRAEL AS A SOURCE OF
AND RRQIECTION, BUT THIS WAS_TRUE OF

SECURLIY
SEVERAL ANCIENT NATIONS AND CITIES. FOR EXAMPLE,

THE WALLSSOREBABXEON AND THE GREAT MALL_OF CHINA.
Jes

TopAY, I WOULD LIKE TO CONSIDER SEVERAL WALLS
MENTIONED INTHE BIBLE, AND SOME SPIRITUAL LESSONS
WE MAY LEARN FROM EACH.
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"WALLS” (ConT.) 2

I. THE WALL WHICH SPEAKS OF DEPRAVITY - J 2: 15~
OSHIA 2:13

Ramam wAS A WOMAN OF LOW MORALS AS FAR AS OUR
STANDARD OF MORALS IS CONCERNED., HOWEVER, IN THE
CAANANITE RELIGION, +ARE@FRY WAS NOT CONSIDERED
WRONG, |HIS WAS OFTEN THE CASE PAGAN CULTURES
WHERE PERMISSIVENESS_IN SEX WAS CONDONED AND AC-
CEPTED _IN SOCIETY. IHERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NOTHING
ABOUT RAHAB TO HER TO GOD, SHE LIVED IN
. DESTRUCTION WAS PREDICTED
AND INEVITABLE. HER QNLY HOPE, AND THE HOPE QF
ANY PERSON LIVING IN JERICHO, WAS'H)J&EE.;@EE%S
THE LESSON CONCERNING RAHAB HAD

H SHE WAS L G SHE WAS CONREMNED ON
AT LEAST TWO COUNTS: @ tHARAEIER AND@
WHERE SHE LIVED. UND TEDLY, THE CIT ERICHO

WAS FILLED WITH MANY GOOD AND_RESPECTIBLE PEOPLE.,
UNDOUBTEDLY, THERE WERE PEOPLE WHO HAD THE GOOD
OF THE COMMUNITY AT HEART, WHO WERE CONCERNED
ABOUT THEIR_NEIGHBORS AND THE _SQCIAL_PROGRESS OF
0I OF THE PASSAGE IS THAI_QE__LL
WOMAN

THE CITY,

Y RESPONDED TO THE MESSAGE_AE
HIS IS WHAT SINNERS FAIL TO SEE.
DWELLS IN A C

2 19 THAT WILL SAVE MEN FRQM CONDEMNATION IS.BEL§EV1NG
——THE MESSAGE .  (Romans_10;17; Joun 5:

i

A

.

REV. 5:20) RAHAB HAD ABSOLUTELY NOTHING TO OFFER
GOD BUT HER SIN. SHE WAS SAVED. BY. FOR
NO OTHER REASON. ACCORDING TO/HEBREW THE

REASON RAHAB DID NOT PERISH WAS BECAUSE SHE BELIEVED

THE MESSAGE OF GOD, AND THE REASON OTHER PEOPLE
PERISHED WAS BECAUSE THEY FAILED TO BELIEVE IT,

IS THE ONLY BASIS OF SALVATION. [HAT
IS WHY ES HARLOPS LIKE RAHAB AND SUPPOSED
GOOD PEOPLE WHO TRUST IE THEIR OWN -
WILL _BE 10ST FQREVER, LUKE 18 TELLS THE STORY OF
AS LQST AND_A.BAD _MAN WHO WAS

T

A

I, THE WALLS WHICH SPEAK OF DEATH - IT Kines 3: 38

+ oo M [ Sam, 31

A, Qg'zz
HE STORY OF IS NOT A PLEASANT ONE,
SHE WAS THE DAUGHTER OF A PHOENICIAN KING, AN?
HIS

BECAME QUEEN IN ISRAEL BY MARRIAGE TO AHAB.

AL THE HALL_OF DEPRAVITY L1KE

37
13

4
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; WAS BRRANﬁEnfTO CEMENT AN ALLIANCE BETWEEN
M AHAB AND THE FHOENICTANS. ER VILE CHARACIER CAME
TO THE SURFACE IN SEVERAL PLACES IN THE O0.T,, BUT

ONE MORE OBVIOUS TH?% IN THE STORY CONCERNING
! MosT BIBLE STUDENTS WILL RE-
ER HOW KING AHAB WANTED A VINEYARD THAT BELONGED

TO A MAN NAMED NABOTH. [HIS PARTICULAR VINEYARD WAS
AmEAMLLY. INHERITANCE AND NOT FOR SALE, NEITHER
COULD IT BE_Eé&H?E%%Q_FOR ANOTHER PIECE OF LAND
WHICH AHAB W NG TO DO. UPON BEING REFUSED,
AHAB WAS DEPRESSED AND IT BECAME OBVIOUS DURING A
ﬁgu:;uﬁ_szggg THAT JEZEBEL KNEW EXACTLY HOW TO
ANTPULATE HER HUSBAND., |HROUGH A SERIES OF SARCAS-
TIC R AND A PROJECTED PLQI OF SEEKING OUT TWO
ﬂTTNEggss TO ACCUSE NABOTH OF BLASPHEMOUS\TREASON,
EZEBEL HAD NABOTH_KILLED AND SECURED THE VINEYARD
FOR HER HUSBAND...JHE STORY BEFORE US SPEAKS OF
HEE_%%E%ﬁQMEEQEAIHTACCORDING TO THE PREDICTIONS OF
TH ) OF GOD., THROUGHOUT THE WORD OF (oD,
'HAS COME TO REPRESENT ALL THAT IS WICKED
IN WOMANHOOD, ESPECIALLY,
SHE IS THE SYMBOL OF COMPROMISE AND_UNHQLi_ALhéQ%QES
¢ BETWEEN GOD'S PEOPLE AND EVIL, [SRAEL HAD 16 D
THE FACT THAT GOD'S WARNING CONCERNING LnaLA{gx )
MEANT SPIRITUAL, MORAL AND POLITICAL DECAY. ISRAEL'S

STRENGTH LAY IN THE WORSHIP OF THE ONE TRUE (oD,
JEZEBEL THWARTED THAT ALLEGIANCE.

B.%_KLNﬁ_ﬂE_QA.EllAIED
HIS STORY BRINGS TO A CONC;USION AND A SAD

ENDING TO THE LIFE OF SAUL, ISRAEL'S EIRST_KING.
ELF-WILL AND AMBITION AND HIS STEADFAST .REFUSAL
TO OBEY GOD BROUGHT HIM TO A=SHAMERUL=DEMTH. AND
NOT ONLY SO CONCERNING HIMSELF, BUT ALSO INVOLVED
HIS FAMILY AND THE NATION IN _DEEEAT AND.SHAME,
SAUL IS THE ETERNAL REMINDER THAT DEATH AND FAILURE
AWAIT THOSE WHO DISOBEY GOD. [HE TWO WALLS MENTIONED
IN THIS STUDY SPEAK OF THE FACT THAT ALL MEN OR
WOMEN WHO PAY NO ATTETEION TO Ggg or_H1s WorRD ARE
DESTINED FOR DEATH. OMANS 6:23) THROUGHOUT THE
WoRD OF GOD, DEATH, BOTH PHYSICAL AND ETERNAL
SEPARATION FROM (GOD, ARE MENTIONED AS THE WAGES OF
WICKEDNESS.

[I1. THE WALLS WHICH SPEAK OF DEFEAT - Num. 13:28-33

THE STORY OF THE TWELVE SPIES AND THE FORTY DAYS IN
CAANAN IS WELL KNOWN.. GOD'S PROMISE WAS TO GO IN

.
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AND POSSESS THE LAND, HOWEVER, THE MAJORITY. WHO
™ WEREEEAREUL AND .EALTHLESS. SAW ONLY THE WALLED
- CITIES WHICH WOULD KEEP THEM FROM CONQUERING THE
E IN THEIR JUDGMENT. CONSEQUENTLY, BECAUSE
OF THEIR DOUBT AND .UNBELIEF, THEY INFLUENCED THE
WHOLE NATION TO SUFFER FOR FORTY YEARS IN THE
WILDERNESS, LIVING WASTED LIVES. [HEIRS WAS A

PHILOSOPHY OF NEG AND_DEFEATISM. NOTHING
WORTHWHILE CAME_T%I%§JS IN THOSE MWASTED=YEARS OF
gANDERLNa;As GOD WAITED FOR A GENERATION TO DIE
UT IN ORDER FOR_A NEW GENERATION TO ENTER THE
LAND IN FAITH. 10 MOVE INTO CAANAN REQUIRED FAITH
AND NOT DEPENDENCE UPON THE FLESH. SURELY THESE
PEOPLE WHO COULD TRUST (BOD TO GET THEM OUT OF
GYPT COULD ALSO TRUST HIM TO TAKE THEM INTO THE
D OF CAANAN, BUT THEY STOPPEDFEEBEE OF THIS
ACTIVITY, TIMES THE LORD'S HAVE
d*EMQBlES AND FORGET WHAT GOD DID AT THE RED SEA.
HIS TS ONE OF THE &ADDESI.&HAEIERS IN ALL OF
ISRAEL'S HISTORY. GOD'S PROMISE TO THE ENTIRE
NATION WAS TO GO FORWARD, BUT INSTEAD THEY WANTED
TON8&'§§9K TO EGYPT, THE ONE THING GOD WILL NOT
0 THOSE WHO WALK BY SIGHT AND NOT BY FAITH.
IT )N A_PERSONAL OR CHURCH-WIDE BASIS,
gl !  HE WILL HONOR NO OTHER
PRINCIPLE, IT WAS IN THE WILDERNESS WITH ALL OF
ITS WASTE THAT SRAEL BEGAN TO COMPLAIN AND MURMUR
AGAINST GoD AND Moses. IT WAS IN THE WILDERNESS
THAT THEIR FEARS AND DOUBTS AND PROBLEMS BEGAN TO
MOUNT. ALL OF THIS CAME TO PASS BECAUSE THEY
REFUSED TO DO WHAT GOD ASKED THEM TO DO. How SAD

THAT THE WALLS OF THE CITIES IN CAANAN STOPPED THE
PEOPLE OF GoD, HAD THEY NEVER HEARD OF JERICHO?

IV, THE WALLS WHICH SPEAK OF DEDICATION - NeH. 6:
12

THE HISTORY OF THE.B.E-BLIJ-I-DJ.N.E_QL.'LI:I.E_HAH.S OF

JERUSALEM AFTER THE DABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY IS

GENERALLY KNOWN BY MOST BELIEVERS . THIS WAS NO

Y + 1 HE_PERILS. AND OF WORKING
ND FIGHTING BOTH INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL FOES TOOK
ITS TOLL AMONG THE PEOPLE OF GOD. EVERY POSSIBLE
KIND 0F.nLE$1SUL:x CAME INTO VIEW BUT THE JOB WAS
™ FINISHED, [|HE INTERESTING ASPECT OF THE STORY IS
THAT ONE NEHEMIAH BEGAN THE JOB,—HE-FINISHED. LT,
HE DID NOT LET.OPPOSITION OR DISCOURAGEMENT STAND

INTHE WAY OF COMPLETING THE TASK. NEHEMIAH KNEW
FULL WELL THAT OPPOSITION IS NO INDICATION THAT
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THE CAUSE IS NOT RIGHT. THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH HWAS
BEEN A BLESSING TO EM%%; CHURCH THAT EVER STARTED

- A BUILDING PROGRAM, IS GOOD TO KNOW THAT .GOD
STANDS BY. HIS PEOPLE IN THE CONFLICT AND THAT
DEDICATION TO THE TASK WILL BE REWARDED BY A COM-
PLETED PROJECT,

V. THE WALL WHICH SPEAKS OF DOOM - DanieL 5:5 Cn csg

NAVE T& = ory D2y,
BELSHAZZAR AND HIS FRIENDS WERE LIVING IN_A KINGDQM
THAT HAD BROUGHT FEAR TO THE HEARTS OF SURROUNDING
NATION? -§E§ﬁ%ﬁg% HAD LAUGHED AT GOD AND .MOCKED
SIN. IT S IF THEY WOULD _RULE FOREVER,
GOING THEIR OWN WAY AND INDEED THE HEAVENS SEEMED
TO BE SILENT ANB GOD POWERLESS TO ACT. HOWEVER,
THE GoOD OF THE BIBLE WALTED FOR THE EXACT MOMENT
TO_WARN, ELjHAZZAR HAT HIS KINGDOM HAD BEEN TAKEN
“FROM™HTM, JUST AS (GOD HAD SPOKEN TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR,
IS GRANDFATHER, SO NOW GOD SPEAKS TO THE FINAL
EABYLONIAN RULER AND TELLS HIM OF COMING JUDGMENT.
HE FALL OF BABYLON WAS VIRTUALLY WITHOUT CONTEST
AS THE PEOPLE OF WHAT WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN
THE IMPREGNABL_I% CITY BEBR: LIKE SHEEP BEFORE THE
~ SLAUGHTERER. ._IHIS. CHAPTER ‘HAS COME TO REPRESENI
THE STORY OF ALL MEN WHO BELIEVE THEY CAN_LIVE IN

,THLSleEE_MlIHQuI_REGARD_E$BE§%Qa HE DAY OF
REGKONING IS INEV{%@?&SK, HE HANDWRITING COMES
UPON THE WALL FOR AND lN?lMlDUAL& WHO TAKE
ﬁHE GoD OF THE BIBLE LIGHTLY. |HE WARNINGS OF THE
IBLE ARE GIVEN TO US IN ORDER THAT WE MAY ACT N
EAITH AND IN TIME. BELSHAZZAR INTHE 0.7 EMINDi
ME OF THE RICH FOOL IN THE N.l. -- COMPARE LUKE 12.
BOTH STORIES TELL OF MEN WHO WERE SO BUSY WITH THIS

LIFE AND ITS PLEASURES THAT THEY FORGOT ABOUT
ETERNITY AND ITS DEMANDS.
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" THE FOLLY 6;.THREE FOOLS"

The word fool has a jarp ssound to it. We do
not usually apply it to other people. One reason has
ﬂto do with Jesus' saying atth ‘ " But I say
unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother
without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment:
and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be
in danger of the couneil: but whosoever shall say, Thou
fool, shall be in danger of hell fire." Of course, the
ccntext of the chapter indicates that our Lord was
speaking of the danger of belngkﬁahg”wlth others.
—bRe—maf) who lets anger well up in his heart to the Domt
Ca:y ofcalllng another this strong word is standlng oT_VERY
s - : another usage of
It refers to the person

ho were called
called him a fool.
a fool. And in
18 soldiers a fool,

fools. 1In the first, ants
In the second, a man "ca ed..hlms
the third,'ﬂ_km called one o

I. THE CASE OF NABAL THE CONTEMPTUOUS FOOL--1 Sa3§>25 ‘
' This chapter opens with the deatheof.Samuel |
For many years the nation had been blessed with the

.w.ﬂian and..znd.lx example of Samuel -H-u-ae-nsmsance
A= 0X But the time

came for hlm to dle---a natlon Dlunged into i

at the lo#s of a good mam. They gave him thMteé
and honor wath such an educator and statesman in their
nation, ( Could not help but observe in this chapter--

--one they lamented the other they re Jo:l.ced
et us i at a brief outline of tblS chapter-

A ~Va2=4
. very age has men llke Nabal ‘b hey are
Sealtby but devoid of the : g of life.
They are omenbeamdiag, w éelisindul sent
and independent of others. He lived only to increase
his goods for selfish purposes. The text says he was
very great in goods, This is the_psemest kind of greats
ness. Someone has said there are 4 kinds of greatness:
1. Greatness of possessions--as here, Possessing.
2. Greatness of Doin
(3. Greatness of ThlnEin

4. Greatness of Being--- the greatness of character.,

In a time when Nabal should have been generous and kind

to David he resorted o disulis and ghgeks Wwhich we shal
observe.

| y




I mus t confess that the contra
between Naba : ; d

t in character
 for a while.,
an ‘ ace and wisdom could
ever get Wwowised with a character Iike Nabal. It is not
that she marr].ed him for his wealth. The only

.JuuLamn;Jn.axna:;anna, it is amaz:ng how many Ablgalls
are married to Nabals!_Godly women of gxrace and_charm
with high dideals and.nable.dintentions in life are

married to men like Nabal who W and
their work and i

B. gc%uest--v.5-9
1s was a very asonab ;,‘ request. David

was responsible for protections als
plundering and steallng of stranyers.
) Reacjzlon--v.lz-ls

David's wo:mded wld not hold still
for such an insult. To be sure; dw in his
ager, espec1a11y 1f he had carried out his plan to kill

Nabal,., Dawvié -y EREO ANy of Nabals pro-
H ! _ﬁ" ' had not a slightest reason for - to
. - fame -
E. Res traint--v,23-25
1s woman possedsed an unusual gift of

% fgto turn David from his revenge. A
ave been successful,

*-V.S? -39
al was probably so enraged at Abigails

actions in the loss of face and property that he died

of a stroke! Now a ‘has become aH
* This story 1is recorded in the 0ld Testament
bu s as new as the morning paper.m

LT

! A sad commentary on a life,

IT1. THE CASE OF SAUL THE JEALOUS FOOL-- 1 Sam. 26:21

Thls chapter records the ‘

h1'f]_,g nf Gl'lth-l'n hame a1 dis g
chapter points out the {upghe : of Saul's att-
ﬂltude toward David. If ever the " a Dr. Jeckl/
H de type of person in the Bible--it was Saul,
ra  timeé" in those early days, Saul secmed to
be pi--‘d with young Dav1dm in battle,

his_musdical-ability, his lowalfy to Saul all these
appealed to Saul as long as David was very yoing.

w




But then came that unforgetable day as David and Saul
came back to Jerusalem from theri military exploits.

Thelctewdd that lined the streets were as large as
everyand as enthuiastic as ever--but aygpew chant--
"Saul-- thousands=--David ten-thousands." SEnem-that

1e.5 : ISEe ¥ ' ) on Saul that
he could have been Dav1d s < i had it not

been for the mue tha 1lled his heart.
He
of David.

Now, Saul suddenlygfaced with the fact that David
could have taken hls lJ.fe but did not We

q-.-p-- s L1 L)

"suspicious

aul . D&\&d coumvmver reei-i:m
se , mself to Saul again for Saul was-so subgect—~m
i : that none would dare= ..l ,

mIII. THE CASE OF ABNER THE CARELESS FOOL=--2 Sam, 3:33

F:Lrst Samuel closes with theSEEREa il
RS SONSsemmaadil's chief military man was

‘on the throne. Ishbosheth was
= ands of Abner. After 5 years of
difficult military warfare,

e dpsk territony. However even though his forces

were more numerous than Judah-- ch
~the 000 crack troops in Davids personal group, As time
went on David seems to increase in power. tells
of a particuliar place--- m@.&&&%
fiace conflicts had caused untold but
a.%m&‘liﬂ r.either.sdde. andm
set up_a n--let a representatlve num of 12

each slde Ilght for this pool. All 24 were killed
and the two e be an to fight. Abpnexr and his
e fle - | q_

knew'w'hat' snch a death would bring=--

S ey B
Hm_ﬂa.s_m.ﬂl. Abner's forces down 360/20 for
7Joab., Two ears went by. gcguaxped between

d
Imﬁ L

a womans Wounded in pride Abner makds
Cusmmees to David forMaueg;Lame After
ests of his sincerity- was given in honor of

K YI# g

bner transfer of loya




David knew that Joab Stlll hated Abner for the death

of Asahel sentyudoab ou . le.sbefore Abner arrived
for the feast. Joab. after
pavad's name for
“him to neaen . Lthe gate o drew him aside
feigning a privdate conversatlon anq_ggghhgd_hlm.

The chapter records David's great lament over the death
of Abmner.

Abner in his disappointment in the reaction of his

king to Abner's loyalty did a very foolish thing.,

o . Or B ged that Joab would have Ie%
be_-B He did not know how deeply Je‘ab
te, Abner was a man who was

Let me make this present application.

It is ironical that Abner died outside the city of
ssobeof thecibies of xefuga! There were
3 cities on each side of the Jordon river--a place
where in cases of y NAXEARX or
such as this, a family.grudge, a person could flee to
these cities and be safe. All he ‘na% to do was stay |

there until the high priest died. Abner had been |

.J.naJ.d.e_tthJ.t;uzalls, there was not ing Joab could |

have domne. od g ) c Sa
ﬂAlelca ion:

There are hosts of people just like Abner
who will die the death of a fool, They areﬁthe
Elggg of safety. They have heard theﬁﬂllp-i ey

now to recieve Christ

-=but like Abner theym They plan
to get xxkkx right with God semede¥. One day they will
waitk one day too long. Not xer me. Abper thought

p=N- - --David had accepted him and for
the first time in his life he was associated with a
man who could appreciate his worth as a military man.

Lokt /2| /6

Dony Ger-

/‘\.‘
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AIMI
i ' BAS
Py DEuTERONOMY 34:5-6
THIS MESSAGE HAS N.Oll:LLNﬁ_'LD_.DQ_HJ.%H_BAS.EBALL
(CoMMENT ON PITCHER AS A STY IN SOUTH AMERICA
AND PETE“ROSE .- PEAT MOSS! PEOPLE LOOK

UPON THE DEATH OF MOSES THE WAY BILLY MARTIN
LOOKED UPON HIS SUSPENSION -
A_MINOR INFRACTION. GoD’S INSTRUCTION TO MosSES
WAS TO SPEAK TO THE ROCK. INSTEAD, [osE
THE ROCK, S_DISOBED SEEMS TO BE WHEN
WEIGHED AGAfﬁgT"TﬁE"@ﬁé§¥£§CLQMELLSHMENIS OF HIS
ENTIRE LIFE. IS VERY IMPORTANT TO KNOW THAT
OD DEALS WITH HIS OWN WITH HIGH STANDARDS,AND
THOSE WHO WALK.NEAR_ﬁlM AND CARRY HEAVY. RESPONSI-
BILITY ARE EVEN IN THE SMALL
DETAILS. To BE SURE, MOSES' SIN OF UNBELIEF AND

DISOBEDIENCE WAS EQRGIVEN BUT THE
MAINED. THE PROBLEM TODAY IS THAT :*

GSﬁ

ARKAE E-LEFT

EGYPT AND ITS WEALTH AND POWER TO LEAD A GROUP OF

PN SLAVES TO BECOME A NATION, HIS COURAGE, SELFLESS-
' IFESS, AND FAITH STAND OUT IN GOD'S HALL OF FAME.,

N OF THEGEQEEX VERSES IN THIS
L GREAT FAITH CHA ARE DEVOTED TO THE LIFE OF

vo [loses! J(NE=SIXIH OF THIS CHAPTER DEALS WITH THE
N! IN THE CHAPTER BEFORE
US, WE WILL LIMIT OUR CONSIDERATION TO .BHREE“t-ES-
WE MAY LEARN FROM_THE LIFE OF MOSES - "THE
AN WHo DI1ED ON THIRD BASE” OR A MAN WHO WAS NOT
PERMITTED TO ENTER THE PROMISED LAND BUT DIED
SHORI OF THAT ACCOMPL ISHMENT.

I.  THE DISAPPOINTMENTS OF LLFE 2 vs: b dpge

PERHAPS Moses EXPECTED GoD To PE#MIT HIM TO LEAD
HE CHILDREN OF [SRAEL FROM EGYPT

EANAAN. UNDOUBTEDLY, FAILURE TO REACH THAT GOAL

WAS DISAPPOINTING To MOSES. SOMETIMES OUR -BEERESH
ATIONS SIMPLY ARE NOT ACCOMPLISHED IN THIS

LIFE., @IN THE BOOK ENTITLED: | 0 F_FA

BY STEPHEN PILE, THE STORY IS TOLD OF THE FIREMEN

WHO WERE CALLED TO RESCUE A_CAT BELONGING TO AN

ELDERLY LADY IN LONDON THAT WAS TRAPPED IN A TREE.

WITH HASIE AND_EFFICIENCY, THEY DISCHARGED THEIR

i A/ @ pAr KT };

. e T S e SRt s RS S T e it
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LIKE MOSES, NO COMPLAINTS, .NO_WHINING,_NO GRIPING,

0 SELF- ; TO BELIEVE_lN_IHE_ERDMlDENCE
: ENT WILL WORK

HILLIPS

...."LET US RUN THE

£2

DID NOT GUARANTEE HIM IMMUNITY FROM DEATH., TMOSES
WAE_EQI_SLQ& NOR INFIRMED BY THE MALADIES OF OLD
AGE, BUT HE IS ANOTHER REMINDER IN SCRIPTURE THAT
ST EN GO0 TN -
SIN! HosEs DIED THE WAY HE HAD LIVED, JBY. EALIH
UNDER GOD'S LOVING CARE. HE TEXT REFERS TO_HIM_AS

"THE SERVANT OF THE LORD.” (CoMPARE JogHuA 1:

[HOSE WHO CLAIM TO KNOW THE LorD JESus ?BIST AS
SAVIOR HILIP-
pians 1:20-21, ORINTHIANS D: I DO_NOT WISH
TO B EMORBID, BUT IT IS A-BlGi=OFEstRE, |[HE
POSSIBILITY OF BEING TOLD SOMEDAY SOONER QR LATER
THAT WE HAVE_AN ILLNESS THAT IS tERMlNAL cnmas

o p—— =2t 7 T —

_____

o

T e eTa S T TS
WQRDS WHEN WE ARE NOT AFFECTED. KND IT 1S RELATIVE-
LY EASY TO S HOW THEY SHOU

«hELL _OTHERS HOW THEY SHOULD FACE DEATH.
IT SEEMS TO ME THAT_HQW WE DE DS
HIEJMLJMBMLJEEEEELJALIHLSGL1EE_AM?_gﬁgg WE_HAVE

I [MoSES HAD SERVED GOD AND [SRAEL TO SUCH AN

EXTENT THAT HE WAS IDENTIFIED AS A '

THER 1S _NO £ THAN THIS. 0D WAS

BRINGING TQ PASS "!§!2£+- AND HI1S BEMETABEE FOR THE
: RVAN AD N—

NATION OF [SRAEL, AND_H RVANT_HA
ISHED HIS _ggé%ggﬁggﬁ AND UNA! . BY
/,:FRTEﬁﬁ§T'H%%§§S§SCE OUNTAIN & 10 DLE.
ANY OF US DO NOT UNDERSTAND THEC"CNECIIES!
PROPHETS BY THE NATURE OF THEIR CALL-
ING WERE . (COMPARE EAGLES AND FLOCKS
OF BIRDS: SHOULDERED THE HEAVY BURDENS
AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE MESSAGE OF (GOD AND AS
AT Al, MOSES ASCENDED THE MOUNTAIN LEAVING HIS
AND HE STOOD ON THE MOUNT OF (oD
', FOR , ONE
&) TO THAT

MOMENT OF-ULILMAIE_LDNELLNESS. GAIN, "1 Do NOT

WISH TO BE MORBID OR FRIGHTENING;.BuI_ﬁHE_ﬂNE_IHLNG
AND : INE TS LikE MOSES, THAT

MOMENT WILL COME T0 ALL OF _US WHEN FAMILIAR FACES,

i
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DUTY, BRINGING THE CAT SAFELY TO THE GROUND. [HE
LADY WAS SO GRATEFUL THAT SHE INVITED ALL THE
ELREMEN FOR TEA, DRIVING AWAY WITH HER.GRALLTIUDE

. AND ND_F - JJHEY _RAN OVER THE CAT AND
€9 L METIMES LIFE IS THAT WAY, APPEAR

OR EXAMPLE,
ROMANCE - ALMOST EVERY PERSON
HAS KNOWN FAILURE IN THIS REGARD., (2) LOY -
MAY PEOPLE HAVE FELT E%%?Efziﬁffng,#Eﬁl_ﬂuI IN
THEIR JOB SITUATION, ESS - [0 BE LAID
ASIDE PHYSICALLY IN THE PRIME OF LIFE, UNABLE TO
ACCOMPLISH DESIRED, GOALS, MAY BE ERUSTRATING AND

o SAPPO . kaMikw - [T 1S A TWO-WAY STREET
BETWEEN PARENTS AND CHILDREN. BOTH MAY BE

FO
LED

DIS-
APPOINTED IN THE OTHER, C(OMPARE ELI AND )

(5) LhureH - SOME OF LIFE'S GREATEST DISA MENTS
HAVE TO DO WITH CHURCH LIFE, PASTORS AND CHRISTIAN
LEADERS WHO FAIL TO LIVE UP TO THE ASPIRATIONS OF
OTHERS., CHURCHES WHO FAIL TO GRQW AND DEVELOP

REACH OUT IN THE COMMUNJEY SIMPLY BECAUSE OF PEITY

) H A [}

NE=FQ-—PEANT UUR EXPECTAT ARE
DREAMS AND DESIRES COLLAPSE., HARDLY, A _WEEK GOES

BY THAT ALL OF US DO NOT HAVE TO DEAL WITH SOME
MINOR OR MAJOR DISAPPQINFMENT IE LIFE. Too OFTEN

WE ARE PRONE TO_ SAY ET US LOOK CAREFULLY
AT THE LIFE oF MOSES FORDTRECTION IN THIS REGARD.
THERE 1S NOT-ONE=##IOF REBELLION OR FRUSTRATLON
ON_THE P S, L D \ -
[T 1S PART OF THE TOTAE=¥§%%%%£ F % ﬁoses
ACCEPTED THE FACT THAT HE MUST BE CONTENT TO-SEE

THE LAND AND NOT_ENTER IT. GOD'S PLAN INVOLVED
ACCOMPLISHING HIS PURPOSE IN THE LAND THROUGH / o 'i.

ANQIHEB_¢iuum1§, AND MOSES ACCEPTED THAT DEC N
‘%— Y THE WAY, THERE IS A= : 3
SEEN IN THIS TRANSFER OF LEADERSHIP. IMOSES,

FOREVER THE ?YMBOL OF A LAW, COULD NOT LEAD THE
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL INTO THE PROMISED LAND. THAT
WAS THE RESPONSIBLLITY OF A MAN NAMED JOSHUA, WHOSE
NAME MEANS “SAviorR”., (EXPLAIN AND APPLY)

qgg%EEOINTMENTS OF LIFE SHOUE? BE%HND EVERY BELIEVER
¢ : ON-LHRIST_AND NOT ON

~ «=ONE ANOTHER-OR-QURSELVES. (HEBREWS 12:1-2) WE
ARE ALL PRONE TO LOOK TO=SONEQNE EfSE FO CTION
WHEN WE ARE ENCOURAGED TO LOOK TO HIM, é&i&%ﬁ)

l{LﬂRD, HEL® ME TO DEAL WITH FODAY..S_DISAPPOINTMENTS

. e (L &L

e e
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PLACES, AND WORDS WILL NOT HELP A GREAT DEAL.
How SAD TO SEE PEOPLE PASS FROM THIS LIFE INTO

~.  THE NEXT UNPREPARED. ONE MAY PUT THE THOUGHT
' OUT OF HTS—MIND;—BUT SOONER OR LATER EVERYONE

MUST FACE THAT E&lﬁ_ﬂlﬁm—ﬂoﬂﬁﬂ HE POINT OF
THIS PASSAGE IS THAT IMOSES WAS

HIS WORK WAS DONE, AND IT WAS TIME FOR TO
ASSUME, THE RELNS QF LEADERSHLP, SOMEONg H%S WELL
SAID: "EYERY=MAN=ESALONE WHE-HE -

WORD TO ALL OF US THIS LorRD's DAY 1S THAT WE, LIKE
MOSES, SHOULD MAKE SURE IN-DEATH S DESPERATE._HQUR
THAT THE LORD IS WITH US. [HE FOLLOWING IS A
VERSE OF A SONG:

“HoLp THou THY cross BEFORE MY CLOSING EYES!
SHINE THROUGH THE GLOOM!
AND LIGHT ME TO THE SKIES! ;
HEAVEN'S MORNING BREAKS, AND EARTH'S VAIN
SHADOWS FLEE, 4
IN LIFE, IN DEATH, OH LORD, ABIDE WITH ME,

!HE EOD WHoM ﬂOSEs HAD TRUSTED IN EGYPT

P LONG AGO WAS FAITHFUL IN.CARING FOR HIS LONELY
SERVANT, HERE WAS A SENSE 1IN WHICH 0D _ENTRUSTED
~—NO—HUMAN—INSTFRUMENT OR PERSON TO THE DETAILS;THE

DEATH OF THIS,&ENERAELE_SgggANT.,T SHREL Y
HO_HAVE=LEARNED—TO-FRUST 00D [EFEE MAY:

v~:~e;,y@g;; WE ARE SURPRISED TO LEARN THAT
Moses® GRAVE w%éR%%%ﬁ%é%? AS IT IS TODAY. [|HE
WORLD HAS BEEN _FEROM.IDOLATRY, AT LEAST
AS FAR AS MOSES IS CONCERNED, BY AN UNMARKED
GRAVE, THERE IS COMMENT ON

AND LUKE 9:29-3] )@&YEARS AGO, A FAMOUS
‘AMERLQAN_ASI 3 THE GRAVESTONE BORE

1] -R0
=" VERSES de A
A F A/n/é&'_._,((.. L,J.A(_EA{_ (ﬁ.&—l( U st “’l" g .4'4?{(

~  No PErRson oF MoSES’ MAGNITUDE IN PERSONALITY AND
) LEADERSHIP ABILITY MAY B TAKEN AWAY WITHOUT A

NSE-OF EXTREME |- HE PEOPLE OF GOD MOURNED

HE LOSS OF THIS GREAT AND FAITHFUL LEADER, BUT

on HAD ANOEHERZMAN READY TO TAKE HIS PLACE.
OMEQNE HAS WELL SAID:
.Eul_ﬁLa_uo "OR EXAMPLE, WHEN BOD




£t

HOME TO HEAVEN IN A FIERY CHARIOT,
ACCOMPANIED HIM TO THE VERY MOMENT WHEN
HE S SWEPT AWAY, OD ALWAYS HAS

~  READY TQ TAKE THE PLACE OF THOSE WHOM ﬁE CALLS
' HOME. [THERE IS A SENSE IN WHICH THE LIFE oF Moses

IS AN INSPIRAFION TQ ALL. [EVERY PERSON H
OF HIS OR HER HOPES IN THIS LIFE BASHED.

ALl OF US HAVE DREAMS AND’ASPLBQILQNS
PNFUEFTIEED. ON . SOME OF ushJ_uaLknﬁss,
MAY DTE -- R <..*.;.-:..:-- —GOALS D ‘ OMP | == uT

IF A WORK IS TRULY GODS WOR N

“ON EARTH, IT WILL
AND IT WILL CONTINKE, (TLLUSTRATE BY

"[0ODY. WAS AN EVAN-
GELIST, AND WE DO NOT ASSOCIATE EDUCA

WITH EVANGELISM,AND YET THAT INSTITUTION HAS

TURNED OUT ,JEACHERS AND MISSéo§AﬁL§s_EaR_A_HUNDRE
~YEARS., HE SAME IS TRUE OF
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TODAY, THE EYES OF THE WORLD ARE FOCUSED UPON THE
MIDDLE EAST. IN AMERICA, PEOPLE OF JEWISH BACKGROUND
HAYE RALLIED TO THE DEFENSE_OF ISRAEL BY SENDING OVER
165, 6,600 IN GIFTS AND PURCHASING OVER EIE0,000,00D
IN BONDS IN ORDER THAT THIS TINY QﬁIlQN_MlﬁﬂI_SURMLME
IN OUR TIME. ONCE AGAIN, IN THE ZUTH CENTURY, ISRAEL
IS THREATENED BY AGRESSION. HOWEVER, THIS IS NOTHING
W BECAUSE OF THEIR DIS-
OBEDIENCE IN GOD PERMITTED BABYLON TO
CARRY THE NATION AWAY INTO CAPTIVITY FOR /0 YEARS.
AFTER THE /0 YEARS WERE COMPLETED, SOME OF THE JEWS
TO THEIR NATIVE COUNTRY BUT OTHERS REMAINED
IN BABYLON, THEWSTORNBORINEHEMEAE 1S THAT OF A FINE
JEWISH LAD LIVING IN PERSIA, WHO RECEIVED NEWS OF THE
COUNTRY OF HIS FOREFATHERS AND THE NEED OF
IN THE NATION. NEHEMIAH HEARD THAT THE WALLS
OF THE ANCIENT CITY OF JERUSALEM WERE BROKEN DOWN;
THE GATES HAD BEEN BURNED. HE KNEW THAT_A_CITY WIIH-
AND GATES WAS THE PREY OF EVERY ENEMY IN
e THE LAND. FROM THE MOMENT HE RECEIVED THAT NEWS, AND
WE WILL TALK ABOUT IT MORE IN DETAIL IN A MOMENT, HIS
ONE SMRDEN WAS TO BUILD AGAIN THE FORTIFICATION OF THE
CITY TO PROTECT IT FROM AGGRESSORS. LAST YEAR,
SEVERAL OF US WALKED AROUND THE WALLS®OF THE CITY OF
JERUSALEM., TO BE SURE, THESE ARE NOT THE WALLS WHICH
NEHEMIAH SAW. THE PRESENT_WALLS AROUND THE CITY WERE
BUILT BY THE TURKS IN THE 1B6TH CENTURY, BUT AT
SPECIAL PLACES, ONE COULD SEE TRACES OF THE ANCIENT
WALL AND BE REMINDED OF THAT OCCASION WHERE NEHEMIAH
CAME TO THE CITY AND SURVEYED THE WALLS AND ASKED
WHAT GOD WOULD HAVE HIM DO TO RESTORE JERUSALEM'S
FORTIFICATIONS.,

I NEHEMlBH_?B9_B_MlSlQN_IQ_BUlLD_IﬂE_NALLS =
NEHEMIAH l:

THE NEWS OF THE BROKEN WALLS CAME TO NEHEMIAH FROM
HIS BROTHER WHO HAD RETURNED FROM JERUSALEM.
IVING THE LIFE OF

~NEHEMIAH WAS
QEQ EASE_IN PERS HE WAS THEW
@ PERSIAN KING NAMED ARTAXERXES. THIS POSITION WAS ONE
OF GREAL_HONOR, AND_TRUST, ONLY MEN OF THE HIGHEST

INTEGRITY ACHIEVED SUCH POSITIONS. IT IS ESPECIALLY
SIGNIFICANT SINCE NEHEMIAH WAS A JEW. WHEN HE HEARD
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OF THE CONDITIONS IN THE CITY OF JERUSALEM, HIS SOUL

WAS BURDENED EgEﬁgﬁ%%%ﬁ%g%§$sgagu1_lﬂg_zanngau. FOR
LEQUR_MONTHS., APRIL, THE BURDEN WAS

HEAVY UPON HIS HEART. NEHEMIAH TOOK THE MATTER BEFORE
THE LORD INM AND THE LONGER HE PRAYED THE MORE
IT BECAME A ENT THAT HE DO SOMETHING TO RESTORE

THE WALLS TO THE CITY. THIS IS ONE OF THE INTERESTING
THINGS ABOUT PRAYER, AS WE PRAY, GO
HEQN_Quﬁ_HEAEI5_IQ_ﬂﬁ:SEEEfﬁiﬁﬁfzﬁﬁﬁiffgg 2DR.

OWARD HENDRICKS TELLS THE STORY OF A BIBLE TEACHER
OF A GENERATION OR SO AGO BY THE NAME OF LEGTERS WHO
MET A MISSIONARY WHO ASKED HIM TO JOIN THEM IN PRAYER
FOR A VERY SPECIAL NEED. THE NEED WAS FOR $50. THEY
GOT ON THEIR KNEES AND PRAYED FOR A CONSIDERABLE
LENGTH OF TIME BUT THE MISSIONARY WAS NOT SATISFIED
AND WANTED TO CONTINUE THE PRAYER. AS THE BIBLE
TEACHER PRAYED, IT SEEMEDAS IF GOD SPOKE JO HIM AND

SAID, ?" HE STOPPED
JHE MISSIONARY IN THE MIDDLE OF HIS PRAYERS AND SAID,

_HOLD IT. _GOD ANSWERED YOUR PRAYER.” HE PUT HIS HAND
IN HIS POCKET, TOOK OUT THE AND GAVE IT TO THE
AMISSIONARY. IT IS A MANGEROES) THING TO PRAY, ISN'T
o~ IT: QULD _NEVER PRAY UNLESS WE ARE WILLING TO

PRAYER: NEHEMIAH 1S A PERPETUAL REMINDER THAT
UiJJKuQuﬂiJ3MLJﬁnLi&mL3EE.HHAE.QIHEBS.DQTHQI_Eﬁgga
HNAMELY.THE _DESIRE TO DO _SOMETHING FOR GOD' THE FACT

THAT THE WORK WAS DIFFICULT AND WOULD REQUIRE_COURAGE,
AND GREAT_gggglgiEH:ETﬁTﬁ“NOT DETER NEHEMIAH TN HIS
GOAL., UNLIKE NEHEMIAH, MANY OF US ARE DREAMERS BUT
HAVE “NO VISION. _WE DREAM _OF THINGS WHICH COUID BE
DONE_BUT DO _NOT_SEE.HOW WE_MUST.BEGIN.WHERE.WE.ARE..IQ
G1VE..GOD.WHAT..WE. HAVE..IN..ORDER.TO.ACCOMPLISH HIS WILL

«EQR.QUR.LIVES. SOMEONE HAS WELL SAID, "EYES THAT LOOK
ARE MANY, BUT EYES THAT SEE ARE FEW.

A MAN SPIRITUA Ol (COMPARE KINGS b:17)
(CLISHAYWAS AT A CITY CALLED DOTHAN AND THE KING OF
YRTA" SENT AN ARMY TO SURROUND THE CITY. NEXT MORNING,

ELISHA'S SERVANT AROSE AND SAW THE CITY BESE]GED. HE
WAS GREATLY AFRAID TO WHICH ELISHA REPLIED: "AND HE
ANSWERED, FEAR NOT: FOR THEY THAT BE WITH US ARE MORE

THAN THEY THAT .BE WITH THEM. AND ELISHA PRAYED, AND
SAID, LORD, . EYES _THAT HE MAY SEE

P ; AND HE
SAW: AND, BEHOLD, THE MOUNTAIN WAS FULL OF HORSES AND
HARIOTS OF FIRF ROUND ABOUT ELISHA.” IN PROVERBS.
110 WE READ, "WHERE THERE IS NO VISION, THE PEOPLE
PERISH ...." OUR SUCCESS, EITHER AS INDIVIDUALS OR
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AS A CHURCH, WILL DEPEND LARGELY UPON
) GOD WANTS US m IN ORDER THAT WE MAY SEE
MORE OF HIS W ITH A CLEARER VISION,

TAY.
[1. NEHEMIAH SEIZED THE OPPORTUNITY TO REBUILD THE
S - 2:11-15, 18

GOD, IT IS ANOTHER THING TO '
(RELATE THE STORY OF A PASTOR FRIEND WHO HAS FOR THE
PAST 10 YEARS TALKED TO ME ABOUT THE NEED OF A
VISITATION PROGRAM IN HIS CHURCH. EVERY WEEK HE IS
GOING TO GET STARTED NEXT WEEK. HE HAS MULTIPLIED
BOOKS AND HAS TAKEN COURSES ON VISITATION BUT HAS YET
NEVER INgOLVED ANYONE ELSE, INCLUDING HIMSELF, IN THE
PROGRAM,

QiE)IT IS ONE THING TO HAVE A BURDEN TO DO SOMETHING FOR

—

A, gETEglAH Took THE NECESSARY STEPS T0 GET STARTED -
RELATED HOW NEHEMIAH RECEIVED .,ARIAXERXES HELP. THIS
WAS A WISE DECISION AN . HE RECEIVED
LEIIERS TO THE VARIOUS GOVERNORS ALONG THE WAY
AUTHORIZING HIS FREE PASSAGE, AND ALSO HE HAD AN
ESCORT OF MILITARY OFFICERS AND WENT TO JERUSALEM AS
A HIGH OFFICIAL FROM THE PERSIAN COURT WITH A LARGE
BODY OF ATTENDANTS AND PERSONAL SERVANTS. ALSO HE
HAD AUTHORIZATION FOR MAIERIALS TO REBUILD THE WALLS.

B, NEHEMIAH INVOLVED HIMSELF IN THE Work - 2:11

THE WALLS COULD NOT BE REBUILT WHILE HE WAS IN PERSIA.,
THE SUCCESS OQF THE,PROJECT REQUIRED HISEEEB§QNAL_1N:
VOLVEMENT . F GOD S WORK IS GOING TO B ONE YOU MUST
GET INVOLVED, (RELATE THE STORY OF THE CHICKEN AND

THE PIG AND THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE WORDS INVOLVED
AND COMMITTED.)

C. NeHEmIAH ENITSTED THE HELP OF OTHERS - CHAPTER 3
EACH FAMILY TOOK A SECTION OF THE WALL. WHAT WOULD
’F\‘HAVE BEEN_lMEQﬁﬁlBLE_EQR_A_EEH BECAME A REALITY WHEN -
“ EVERY MAN DID THAT WHICH WAS BEFORE HIM, (CHINESE
PROVERB - MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK.) AEELLQAIlQui
TODAY IS u. IT IS DESIGNED TO HELP GOD S
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PEOPL
~ MINISTRY OF THIS LOCAL _CHURCH., HOWEVER, WE ARE
. 'NOT INTERESTED IN YOUR MONEY ALONE. WE ARE INTERESTED
IN INVOLVING4ENMBRMSOHRESTIAN N
DESIGNED TO REACH PEOPLE FOR CHRIST IN THIS CITY,
WE BELIEVE WE CAN DO SOMETHING OF _A_SUBSTANTIAL
NATURE_FOR_GOD IN THIS CITY Q) WE CAN GET FAGHSMMES
TO DO SO. JE_EVERY BORN-AGAIN CHRISTIAN WOULD TAKE

GOAL. AS WE PROCEED IN THE PROGRAM, WE ARE GOING
TO ASK PEOPLE TO SAGRMRIGE | IKE NEHEMIAH. WE WILL

ASK OUR FOLK TO GET INVOLVED IN _THE WORK AND MAYBE

GOD _MAY _BE BUILT. FOR SUCH
PROCEDURE, MOST OF US HAVE SACRIFICED VERY LITTLE

FOR THE CAUSE OF JESUS CHRIST, _OUR TIME LS OVERDUE
QND QUR _OPPORTUNITIES MA! BE RUNNING QUTY HERE IS

AN OPPORTUNITY TO IN A WORK FOR GOD THAT WILL

OUTLAST OUR OWN LIVES. AS A MATTER OF FACT, II

CORINTHIANS TEACHES VERY CLEARLY THAT WE-RROVE OUR
BY OUR WILLINGNESS AND ATTITUDE IN

GIVING.,
~ L i
I11. FHEMIAH ENCOUNTERED AND OVERCAME MQNY
SIACLES TN BUILDING THE WALL - 4
ONE OF THE PRICES TO BE PAID IN BUILDING IS THAT OF
QPPOSITION. THERE WAS NO REASON FOR NEHEMIAH TO BE
OPPOSED IN BUILDING A WALL. /DEREEsMEN IN 2:19
SOUGHT TQ_HINDER THIS PROGRAM, THEY WOULD NOT GET
INVOLVED, THEY_LAUGHED AT THOSE WHO DID, AND FINALLY
RESORTED TO OPE¥!QQEELLQI TO STOP THE PROJECT.
SOMEONE HAS MENTIONED THE FACT THAT THERE IS TH
QE SPIRITUAL _THERMODYNAMICS, THAT IS, THE GREATER THE
HEAT THE GREATER THE EXPANSION, RH*E&EB#@&Eé.SHOULD
NEVER BE THE TEST TO WHETHER A P : GOD OR
NOT. 1 AM FULLY PERSUADED THAT_NO.GOOD WORK IS EVER
LONE_FOR_GOD WITH MULTIPLIED OPPOSITION AND D]

e
COURAGENENTS, THEMINISTRY OF QUR LORD HIMSELF WAS
CARRIED THROUGH IN THE FACE OF NY, BARRIERS

AND OBSTACLES. IN ADDITION TO HAVING TROUBLE WITH
ENEMIES FROM WITHOUT, NEHEMIAH HAD TROUBLE WITH LIS

] THIS IS OFTEN THE MOST DIFFICULT PROBLEM

¢ TO OVERCOME. THE PEOPLE BECAME DISCOURAGED MIDWAY

THROUGH THE TASK WITH THE DIFFICULTY OF THE JOB., THEY
DID NOT LIKE THE PROCEDURE OF HALF THE PEOPLE WORKING
AND_HALF OF THEM GUARDING THE WALL. IN ADDITION TO
GROWING WEARY, SOME OF THE FOLK LOST INTEREST IN THE
JOB. THE FACT THAT THE WORK WAS DONE WITHOUT WAGES

A




)
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INCREASED THE PROBLEM., THE WORKERS LOST INTEREST AND
. THESE MEN WHO HAD STARTED SO
Y SUDDENTLY LOST ALL INTEREST. AT THE
BEGINNING OF THE WORK, THERE HAD BEEN GREAT ENTHUSIASM
BUT NOW, AT THE_MIDWAY POINT, THE WORKeHALE.DONE, THE

POINT OF SEVERE _STRAIN WAS REACHED. NEHE
&AL SEIRITUAL WORK IS _NEVER EASY. HAD BEEN
CALLED OF GOD TO DO A SIGNIFICANT WORK., THERE WERE

THOSE NEAR HIM WHO DLSIRUSIED AND VIEWED HIS EVERY
ACTION WITH.SUSRLICION,
HE_DID.AND.READ..INTO.HLS.ACT.ION..THE. .MOTIVES OF .THELR

sk WM HEART . BECAUSE THEY WEREDBISARROINTED, HARDENED

 THE MAN WHO WIkL.LgMELEIE.IHE.IASK TO WHICH HE HAS
BEEN CALLED. THE OTH CHAPTER TELLS US Eow THE PEOPLE

AND-EMBITTERED AT THE-~TASK~HE-WAS-DOING, THEY ATTRI-
BUTED,_THEIR. .OWN LITTLENESS TO HIM, THEY POINTED
FINGERS, CARRIED ON AN EXTENSIVE CORRESPQNDENCE
AGAINST HIM ACCORDING TO 6:1/. NEHEMIAH'S EVERY
ACTION WAS REPORTED TO TOBIAH. GEORGE_H. MORRISON
HAS POINTED OUT THAT IT IS DELIGHTFUL INDEED TO WORK
IN A WORK WHERE THE WORK AND THE wgaxga ARE APPRE-
CIATED. NO DOUBT WE DO OUR B :

NEHEMIAH WA #9' APPRECIATED BUT THIS
DID NOT CHANGE HIS 1CA « IT TAKES
A GALLANT HEAR THOUT A SINGLE APPRECIA-
TIVE WORD, SURROUNDED BY_SUSPICIOUS EYES, BUT AS
A MATTER OF FAC

L_SUNNY _HOURS _ARE_NOT THE_TEST OF
gggﬁggﬁﬁg. OUR CHARACTER 1S REVEALED IN THE MIDST
0 UNDERSTANDING ‘AND RIDICULE. WE NEED THE CON-

STANT REMINDER THAT MEN_MISINTERPRETED AND _SUSPECTED

EVERYTHING THAT JESUS DID! _U_IAJSE§J.BEALD.I§.C1£U.NE
ORK_FOR_GOD_ WHEN

:n:l:"!'l:-.l:m.m‘l:lITIl‘[eIdﬂm'_s D_CA

' NEHEMIAH
RSISTED IN FOLLOWING THE PATH OF GOD'S LEADING, HE
KNEW IN THE WORDS OF DR, LIVINGSTON THAT T AM
IMMORTAL UNTIL MY WORK IS DONE.'

IV, NEHEMIAH COMPLETED THE TASK QF BUILDING THE
WALL - 6:15

IN THE MIDST OF THE DIFFICULTY OF REBUILDING THE WALL,
NEHEMIAH HAD LITTLE KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT GOD HAD IN
STORE WHEN THE WALL WAS FINISHED. GOD ALWAYS BLESSES

GATHERED BEFORE_THE _WATER _GATE. AND FO STOOD
AND LISTENED EAGERLY AS THE_WORD OF ( AD

BY EZRA THE SCRIBE AND AS 13 LEVITES WHO WERE SKILLED

y




BROKEN WALLS (CONT) 6

IN THE EXPOSITION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT LAW EXPLAINED
ITS MEANING TO THE CROWD WHO GATHERED BEFORE THE
GATE ON THAT MEMORABLE DAY: THE PEOPLE ENTERED INTO
/ENA A 0D, WHICH THEY SIGNED AND
: 0D THAT FROM THIS POINT
ON THERE WOULD BE JNO._INTERMARRIAGE WITH THE NATIONS
AROUND THEM. THEY WOULD BE CAREFUL OF THEIR
OBSERVANCE OF THE _SABBATH DAY, THEY WOULD ALSO BE
CAREFUL NOT TO VIOLATE THE USAGE OF_THE_LAND WHICH
GOD HAD GIVEN THEM AND ALSO THEY WOULD SUPPORT THE
IN RELIGIOUS SERVICES. THE
VICE OF THE WALL WAS A LONG CELEBRATION
PRAISING, GIVING THANKS TO GOD. CLQﬁéﬂmL
OUR SITUATION IS NOT UNLIKE NEHEMIAH
SREAT-OPPORTUMETY TO BUILD IN THIS CITY
ASTING WORK FOR GOD. THE NEED IS ACUTE.
WE MUST EITHER GO FORWARD IN A BUILDING PROGRAM OR
REVERSE OURSELVES, BEGIN A DOWNWARD TREND. (RELATE
Y CONVERSATION WITH BOB SHELTON AT PONTIAC AND THE
CONCERN OF THOSE PEOPLE FOR THEIR MISSIONARY BUDGET,
HOWEVER; THEY WERE BEING_UNREALISTIC BECAUSE THE TQWN
?ROUND THEIR CHURCH. EXPLAIN THE PROBLEM -

OF SINGING

St
B

IT WAS ENfTHER MOVE OR IN 10 YEARS THEY WOULD HAVE NO
CHURCH. )§} WE ARE ASKING OUR PEOPLE TO GET INVOLVED

N SSBME. AND IN FENANGES. WE WILL HAVE HINDERANCES
AND OBSTACLES

v ==bHESE-HAVE_ ALREADY. SET_IN. BECAUSE
OF DIFFICULT DECISIONS ALREADY MADE WITH REFERENCE
TO OUR LONG-RANGE PROGRAM. SOME WILL BE DISENCHANTED,
SOME WILL COMPLAIN, BUT BECAUSE WE AS A CHURCH HAVE
VOTED TO GO FORWARD THERE IS NO TURNING AROUND., IT
IS EITHER FORWARD OR -EAdEMRE. 1 HAVE EVERY CONFIDENCE
THAT AS IN NEHEMIAH'S DAY THERE WILL BE THE JOY OF

ALCOMPLETED TASK AND 4 HOUSE OF GOD DEDICATED. TO THE
SPREADING OF THE GO AT HOME AND AROUND THE WORLD.




