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P [I SamueL 1:25

THE LATTER PORTIQN OF THIS CHAPTER IS AN DE

OR. COMPOSED BY DAVID WHEN HE HEARD OF T
AND H]S 2_SONS IN THE BATTLE OF
1. GILBOA, ISRAEL'S AGE OLD ENEMIES THE PgILI§TINESJ

OVER MIGHTY SAUL., AUL S
OF HIS REMAINS BY THE MEN
I DED IN THE LAST CHAPTER OF

AMUEL, = IN THI DAVID'S CONCERNING
AUL AND JONATHA?; THE AS USED TO
DESCRIBE SAUL., IHE WORD SUGGES HAT SAUL WAS INDEEI

eA-MEeHIY-MAN, AND YET HIS PERSONALITY AND ACTIVITIES

REMAINS ONE OF T 1GMAS OF THE 0,7,
SAUL WAS INDEED A MIGHTY MAN IN SEVERAL WAYS. WE WILL

EXPLORE THIS IDEA TODAY,
[, v Il 0P E-
AMUEL 11:

GOD CHQSE THE NATION OF ISRAEL TO BE RLEEERENT.
(Exo, 19:5-6§ jﬁuLJuuL;LHELR_xLNG AND HAD DIRECE
HE

CONTACT WITH THEM THROUGH MEDIATORIAL RULERS.

MATCHED OVER THEM;EEQUEHI FOR THEM, ,DIRECTED AND
X0DUS FROM LGYPT WAS AMPLE

LGUIDED, THEM. , THE
PROOF OF (OD’S_AVAILABILITY AND DESIREABILLTY TO
WATCH OVER AND CARE FOR THE NATTON OF ISREAL. HOWEVES

HEY WANTED TO BE LIKE THE OTHER NATIONS AROUND THEM,

HEY WERE DLSSATISELED WITH THE WAY GOD DID THENGS
AND IN TURN BEGAN TQ FOR A KI KE
THE OTHER NATIONS OF THE WORLD. INSTEAD OF EACING
THELIR OWN REBSONAL FAILURES AND CATTING IH

EIR.

i
~EDVERNMENT WOULD CURE.ALL THEIR PROBLEMS, EﬂN)

ATTITUDE WHICH STILL PREVAILS AMONG MEN TODAY

MANNER
MUST LEARN BY BJITER-EXRERIENCE THAIL _POLITICAL ACTLON

SF+RLIUAL.L R ﬁCCLAIN§ HOWEVER, THE SELECTION
CORRECT THE LONG STANDING MALADIES

OF A KING DID NO
IN THE NATION., WOULD SUGGEST THEY MADE SEVERAL

) HAJOR WISTAKES, QT THE LEAST OF WHICH WAS REJECTING
Gop! AM. 8:
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J;%%%) IﬂEx_EQRaQQ&;nmaJJuﬁumLfgs_IﬂgTSEEN_r THIS IS
RACTERISTIC OF THE N WORSHIP,

' DESIRES THINGS WHICH SPEAK OF THﬁdﬂﬁiﬁL.AND NOT OF

HE 1S CONT NT WITH RITUAL AND LITURFY BUT
NOT CO F ISES.,
F FAIT ' ERY L

T THE M MEN"

@L 1S SAID ABOUT MEN AED THEIR &

IN ASKING FOR_&=&LH§_ SRAEL ASKING FOR TH UIDANC
MUE

NED THE PEOPLE ABO THE ACTIVITIESﬂoﬁ-
AN EARTHLY KINGs E WOULD PRESS THEM'INTO_GQVERN-
MENT_SERVICE, ABUSE PR%#AIE—ERQEERIY; TAX THEM
EXCESSIVELY AND IN THE LIGHT OF ALL OF THESE WARNINGS
HE RESigNSS 0F THESE PEOPLE WAS RECORDED IN
AM ; :

| “0R_: - THE
SIRE TO BE_LLKE_EMERXBQEﬁEELﬁﬁ IS DANGEROUS WHEN
IT,COMES TQ THE THINGS-QF-GOD, [HE CHILD OF Gop
MUST DARE-TO BE-DIEEERENT. OSAUL WAS THE PEOPLE'S
CHOICE BECAUSE HE WAS A H AND MIGHTY BEFORE
THEIR EYES, CAPABLE OF ACCOMPLISHING GREAT FEATS,
@™ OSAUL'S FAILURE AND THE FAILURE OF THE FLESH IS
GRAPHICALLY DEMONSTRATED IN ON OF HIS FIRST MAJOR
CONFRONTATIONS AS RECORDED IN | SAMm, 17, THE sTorY

oF DAVID 1S THE STORY OF THE CONQUEST OF EAITH IN
OPPOSITION TO THE FEAR OF THE FLESH.

IT. SAUL WAS MIGHTY IN HIS OWN EYES - I Sam, 15:17

SAUL BELIEVED THAT HE WAS REALLY SOMETHING
GREAT, AsS A MATTER OF FACT, AS H% INCREASED IN
POWER HE INCREASED IN _ PROBLEMS. WOULD SUGGEST
THREE AREAS iN WHICH SAUL WAS MIGHTY IN HIS OWN EYES,

A. IHE_M?%IEB_QE_SAQRED_QEELQES - 1 Sam, 10:11,13:8

SAUL BELIEVED THAT HE COULD DEAL WIIE SACRED
THINGS IN_HIS_QWN_WAY . EHE PROPHET WAS GOD' S
EPOKESMAN; HIS MESSAGES WERE NOT HIS OWN BUT FROM

OD, HE WAS BOTH A FORETELLER AND A FORTHTELLER OF
GoD'S TRUTH. SAUL REFUSED TO SUBMIT TO THE MESSAGE
# OF THE PROPHETS, AS DID DAVID 1O NATHAN;
CONSEQUENTLY, IN HIS ARROGANCE SAUL THOUGHT HE
COULD DO AS HE PLEASED., [H]S WAS TRUE CONCERNING
THE OFFICE OF THE PRIES¢T—-A_BRIESI WAS ONE AUTHORI ZE!
TO MINISTER IN SACRED THINGS, SUCH AS SACRIFICES AND
IN MEDIATION. IT WAS DIVINELY APPOINTED, CONFIRMED

. y
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10 AARON'S FAMILY. (Exo, 28:1-3) SAUL SHOWED HIS

UTTER DISREGARD FOR (G0OD’S DIVINE-GOMMAND WHEN IN THE
#™ INTEREST OF HIS _OWN GILORY AND REPUTATION AND ALSO

IN HIS GREAT IMPATIENCE HE SOUGHT TO PERFORM THE

FUNCTION OF A PRIEST. HE SHOWED NO HUMILITY WHEN

REBUKED BY SAMUEL BUT INSTEAD SOUGHT TO JUSTIFY

HIMSELF., SAUL BELIEVED HE COULD DO NO WRONG IF HE

WANTED TO DO SOMETHING, THAT MADE IT RIGHT. "E

WILL TALK OF THIS IDEA UNDER ANOTHER HEADING.

B, THE MATTER OF A S1iLy OaTH - I Sm, 14:24

THERE WERE FEW-BEQBLE MORE_LOVLNG. YNSELELSH
AND_UNNOBLE THAN SAUL'S SON ONATHjN. HIS CHAPTER

RECORDS AN OUTSTANDING VICTORY_ON 'S PART
YET SAUL WAS WILLING TO KILL HAIS OWN SON RATHER THAN
ADMIT HE HAR MADE,A_SILLY MISTAKF IN THE FORM OFE A
RASH- VO, T LEAST ON THIS OCCASION HE COULD NOT
SAY HE WAS WRONG AND HAD ACTED FOOLISHLY. HIs HOT

_IMPULSIVE TEMPER INITIATED HIM INTO WHAT SOMEONE HAS
CALLED SOCIFE ES ALONG WITH
~HERQD AND ﬁE@THAH. upces 11:50-40)

e

e C. JHE MATTER OF SLACK OBEDIENCE - [ Sam, 15:22

LET US DIGRESS FOR ONE MOMENT AND_DEAL WITH ONE
QF THE.MORAL—RPROBLEMS OF THE BIBLE. ENEMIES OF
SCRIPTURE FASTEN upo? SUCH EVENTS AND ATTRIBUTE
MORAL EVIL TO GOD. [HEY MAKE FUN OF WHAT_THEY SAY
ARE THE oD APPROVEDHMMORAL _ACTS IN THE 0.T,

OXNAM CALLED GOD A ELML%%TERMS SUCH AS

B US TYRANTI, CRUEL AND VI E ARE ATTRIBUTED

TO bBOD BECAUSE OF SUCH PASSAGES, LET US TAKE A

C AT THE PEOPLE I',QUESTION, NAMELY, THE

¢dﬁﬁﬁ;§;ﬁ%§:§THESE PEOPLE HAD_CRUELLY MISTREATIED AND

ATTACKED THE WHILE THEY
 DRRElELERS SEAELLIES

WERE IN TH ' HERE WAS NO JUSTI-

ER HATRED,
HE-AMALEKIIES WERE-A-BANDIT RACF, EIERC

WANRERERS, WHO FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS HAD ROAMED THE

DESERT TO PREY—ON-—WEAKER-NATIONS,—SLAUGHTERING,
FORTURIS E_SHEER DELIGHT
JOF DESTRUCTION. |HEY SCOFFED AT RELIGION,

QUE GOD, NAMELY THE GOD OF -EORCE AND RQWER. FOR

i AND WRECKAGE
ACROSS THE DESERT THAT WAS UNSURPASSED AMON

NATIONS WHICH SURROUNDED ISRAEL. HE AMALEKITES

N A
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WAGED WAR THROUGH GAINST THE-MWEAK, THE_AGED,

THE HELPLESS AND T S, IHEY TORTURED
™ THEIR CAPTIVES BY_HACKlNﬁ_QEE_IHELR_A%fiHEQEItégiﬁ

Gnuﬁlmﬁ_QuI_Eiﬁs, KNOGKINE—OUT—FEETH,

_____

JAV.S- E PROBLEMS FACING ISRAEL WAS THAT OF
GURVIVAL,) AS LONG AS AMALEK PLAGUED THEIR BORDERS
SRKECWAS IN DANGER. IT IS DIFFICULT FOR US TO

THINK OF A _BANDIT RACE OF PEOPLE WHO ARE_HAF
SINNERS, BENT ON Y WITHCNOXH ]
RY . HE DIFFICULT PART OF

C',,j, THE VERSE SEEMS TO BE WITH T, G OF INFANTS.
IN OUR COUNTRY WE THINK OF
N INNOCENT WHO ARE SEEMINGLY_ INCAPAELE OF MORAL
ESPECIALLY WITH REFERENCE TO EVIL._ HOWEVER,
VEN IN OUR TIME AMONG PRIMITIY® 'TRIBES, A N
ICHARDON REMINDS US, THAT CHIL A

L

/

ARE_'LAU&&A&_AN_E&BE\C—AGE——FO—DECEULE_ANQ HATE
' ICHARDSON DESCRIBES THE=-AFROCIIIES OF
T i RIBE, HE

TEL
WILLINGLY AND—GEEERtY—tN~SUCH-ACTIVITY! |HE VERSE
BEFORE US CONCERN A IUDICIAL PRONOUNCEMENT BY (301
FOR THE SURGICAL REFMOVAL-GCE=A—NATION=THAT HAD
ECOME A-MORAL_CANCER ON THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH.
HERE WAS=NO—OFHER—WAY-TO DEAl WITH THE PROBLEM,

Gop KNEW-ﬁF_THETﬁjzNggﬂﬂlﬁlﬁhgiﬂ%%KEDNESﬁA HESE
NATIONS REFUSED TO REFORM AND ABIDF BY PRINCIPLES OF
TRUTH AND GODLINESS AND .M SUCH A STATE, G%?"HAD.NO
ALTERNATIVE. ONE COMMENTATOR HAS OBSERVED f{ WHEN

MEN_BETAKE THEMSELVES-AND_THEIR FAMILIES
SHIP, SAIL _OUT UPON THE OCEAN FOR_A PLEASURE TRIp
AND MAKE THAT SHIP A PLACE OF DRINKING, WICKEDNESS
AND_VICE,. AND-IHEN—ALL“EERLSHﬁlN_A_EHREII%EE??WHCH
SUDDENLY-—FALLES—UPON—THEM,—WHO—LS-TO-BLAME?  VILL_YOU
ACCUSE _(GOD_FOR-NOT—DISCRIMINATING-BETWEEN ADULTS AND
CHILDREN? ONE DREADFUL ASPECT OF SIN IS THAT THE
WOE IT PRODUCES IS LIKE A-WHIRLWIND, WHOSE
DRAWS—EVERY—OBJIEECT— WH+GHZIS:NEKRBXLIO*IHE_BOTTOM.
THE ONLY DIFFERENCE BETWFEN THE DISASTER RESULTING
FROM THE PRESENT DAY HURRICANE WHICH WIPES OUT A
CITY AND THE EXTERMINATION OF PEOPLES LIKE
CANAANITES IS THAT IN THE LATTER INSTANCES (10D
DEFINITELY ANNOUNCED WHY HE SENT SUCH SUFFERING, WHILE
IN THE CASE OF HURRICANES HAPPENING TODAY WE HAVE
~» NOTHING BUT THE GENERAL PRONOUNCEMENTS QF GOD
TO POINT TO AND EXPLAIN THE DISASTER., —lT_IS BETTER
FOR CHILDREN OF SUCH PEOPLE TO PERISH IN I

e ——————
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THA _UP_AS_DEVOTEES OF IDOLATRY AND VICE.”
(N. ARNT? THIS CHAPTER IS THE CLIMAX OF SAUL'S
EGOTISTICAL WAYS, HE THOUGHT HE COULD DEAL WITH
THE SPECIFIC DIVINE PLANS IN HIS OWN JUDGMENT AND
WAYS ACCORDING TO WHAT HE BELIEVED BEST. Eﬁ?&l&ﬁ
RAEL DID NOT OBEY GOD How goug
EXPECT THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL TO DO SO AUL S
ATTITUDE WHEN CONFRONTED WITH HIS SIN .AND_EATLURE
REMINDS US TQ BEWARE OFALL WHO YELL LOUDLY ABOUT
THE WILL OF GOD, ESPECIALLY IF THEIR PERSONAL LIVES
DICATE THAT THEY :
IS WILL., CORNERED WITH HIS ACTIONS SAUL
SOUGHT Tg SHIFT THE BLAME, AS LITTL MEN ALWAYS DO,

E WAS NOT WRONG IN HIS OWN EYES. AUL DID
UNDERSTAND THAT GOD WAS NOT 1

NEARLY AS MUCH AS HE WAS IN EOPL
EVERY DISPENSATION MUST BE MADE A OF ONE SIMPLE
BIBLE FACT THAT D IS NOT AN QPTIONAL
SIDE OF CHRISTIAN LI 5 ARE MANY QUESTTONS

ABOUT SAUL'S LIFE AND DEATH. IT SEEMS TO CENTER
AROUND HN?ER

IN THE

HE WAS A SAVET-MAN, HE IS A PICTURE OF A MA

WAS DO%&;ﬁEED BY THE FLESH AND HIS FLESHLY DISPOSI-

TION, E IS A PICTURE OF A LOST MAN, HE DEMON-
STRAEES WHAT PRIDE CAN DO TO THE HUMAN HEART. HE
WORD_OF (0D DOES NOT SAY OR SPEAK CLEARLY OF SAUL'S

_SPIRITUAL STATUS, BUT IT DOES $PEAK THROUGH_ THOSE

. SAUL IS A WARNING TO
HETHER SAVED OR LOST,
HOSE WHO DETERMINE TO RUN THEIR OWN LIVES AND THE

LIVES OF OTHERS DO SO AT THEIR OWN LO$S. SAUL WAS

,?_ERDUDLMAN WHO NEVER BROKE UNDER GOD'S HAND , .
AM AWARE OF THE FACT THAT HE DID CONFESS: "I HAVE’

SINNED AND PLAYED THE FOOL” BUT SO DID HAROAH

BAALIM HAM AND JUDAS. (Exo. 9:27, Num, 2
JosH, 7:20, MaTT, l_JhJJMAIEuLSMuLJMMLEQRB
EQR_I#E_MESS_HE_MADE_QE_HﬂiJHﬂLiJEE;lﬂ_QQNI$A§E‘
AVID'S REPENTANCE WAS GENUINELY GODLY IN NATUR

NOT FOR HIS OWN PLIGHT ALQNE BUT FOR WHAT HIS SIN
HAD DONE TO THE_GLORY OF GOD AND THE TESTIMONY OF
GOD ON EARTH. INDEED THERE IS A LESSON FOR EVERY
BELIEVER IN THE LIFE OF SAULANB IT SPEAKS OF WHAT
PRIDE DOES., [T ROBS US OF GoD’'S PRESE CE AND POWER
AND ULTIMATELY BRINGS EVERYONE DOWN, E BIBLE
STATES THAT OE RESISTS Tﬂg_gggga WHEREVER HE FINDS
THEM AND IT. EVEN THOUGH SAUL WAS KING OF [SRAEL,
HIS PRIDE COULD NOT BE OVERLOOKED,
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AIMI
“MEPHIBOSHETH”

o [T SamueL 9:1-13
Names — Mhep Helafhesh Baz (1§ flble)

IN RECENT WEEKS, WE HAVE BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH
SEVERAL 0.1 CHARACTERS RECORDED IN THE HISTORICAL

BOOKS OF THE BIBLEﬂEE§%WE OF THE CHARACTERS WE
~EAMLLIAR, SUCH AS THER WER
—EAMLLIAR TO US, SUCH A? @AND EHOSHAPHAT, \{ |UCKED
AWAY IN THE MIDDLE OF [[ SAMUEL IS

HE RECORD"OF A

.JﬂAN_NHQSE_LJf?LJaﬂﬂﬂﬂ_UiUEB THE NEW IESTAMENT DOCTRINE
OF GRACE. (JUST THIS PAST WEEK AN ACROSTIC OUTLINE

CONCERNING THE MEANING OF GRACEGETTING ®ICH OR
RIGHT @&J \LBRIST S(EXP NSE) | HAD NEVER HEARD THIS
DEFINITION BEEORE! HE WORD
ERHAPS JONATHAN AND HIS WIFE HAD
@@8AW ASPIRATIONS FOR THIS CHIL? THAT HE WOULD
BECOME THE GREAT LﬁQNQELAﬁI SRAEL. RELATE TO
THE IDEA OF EVERY AMERICAN PARENT WHO ASPIRE THEIR
CHILDREN WITH REFERENCE TO THE ERESLDENQ,
PHILISTINE UPRISING AND THE CHILDHOOD ACCIDENT
MENTIONED IN
A THE GROUND,
NEVER LEAD_IN
_REEQRM IN [SRAEL.

TO

WOULD
PION ANY KIND OF
S A MATTER OF FACT;JﬂLJﬂMlJ
MNEVER BE A | EADER IN THE NATION, HE WOULD LIVE

MOST OF HIS LIFE AS AN ‘ﬁﬁpﬂnﬁﬁ?
_ngsgEunaum_ns_lsanag_siggﬁﬂegﬂ1ug TER OF
AmSERLES-QE.DILSAPRO INTMENT S

FACT; HIS LIFE WOULD BE

WOULD wMEMER-LIVE UP TO HIS

--&4NE&¥-HEELIAEE. WOULD BE ALL HE COULD
AFFORD IN LIFE: «AbwORRHAN AT THE=AGE-OF.ELVE, HE
WOULD BE RAISED BY NURSE AND SERVANT. WERE IT NOT
FOR THLS PARTICULAR CHARIER, IEPHIBOSHETH WOULD
HARDLY BE KNOWN TO ANYONE TODAY,

THIS CHAPTER IS VERY .UNUSUAL BECAUSE IT IS «dbilkE
=%§é§¥TAL KINGS, UNE OF THE FIRST ACTS ANY KING DID
WETH ANY CLOSE RELATIVES OF THE
PREVIOUS KING,
EEEECTIVELY AS fhGlddQlN, |(HERE MUST HAVE BEEN A
A DREAD AND FE&R FOR MONTHS AND YEARS IN THE BACK OF
MEPHIBOSHETH'S MIND WHEN HE HEARD THAT DAVID WAS

(l;likﬂA&J /0 4 ILJ
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KING, SURELY _DAVID WOULD 8ID THE COUNTRY OF ALL

oF SauL, DAvID'S MORTAL ENEMY. THIS
INQUIRY TS _GNEQUE BECAUSE IT WAS TO HELP AND NOT
HINDER THE FAMILY OF SAUL AND JONATHAN,

A, T Inouiry Beeas Wims Davio - vo X0, 150 )

Davip 00K THE INITIATIVE, TH .w;s;uw IN_SEEKING
OUT ANY REMAINING MEMBERS OF OAUL S HOUSEHOLD FOR

" 1'- N
THE PURPOSE OF HELPING THEM, I;:j% sj_‘;ﬁﬁl N,,-G—I!

ONE COULD SYMPATHIZE'WITH DAVID IF HIS FIRST
OFFICIAL ACT WAS TO AT LEAS OR EXILE THE
MEMBERS OF SAUL'S FAMILY. AUL SOUGHT TO
KILL AND TO KEEP FROM POWER AND HIS ASSOCIATES,

"

DAVID'S INVITATION WAS TO“ OF THE HOUSEHOLD OF

SAUL .
C. IHe INQuiRY wAs For THE SAKE oF ANOTHER - V. 1

—

DavID AND JONATHAN WERE TO ORIGINAL iﬁgﬂ._raag;;wﬁu;
(Compare I Sam, 18:1-3, [ Sam, 20:14 T IS

NOT DIFFICULT WHY*DAM;D COULD PROFIT FROM A STRONG
FRIENDSHIP WITH THE SON OF ISRAEL'S FIRST KING,

WHAT 1S DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND IS

WOULD WANT EFRIEND A FROM

HI OULD INDICATE

@ EETHLEHEM.
ONATHAN BELIEVI—" THAT SOMEDAY WOULD RISE
“%¢ [To THE POSITION © IT
WAS AT THAT TIME JONATHAN EXPECTED DAVID TO sBE..KLAD
JONATHAN' S _HEIRS

TOWARD . |HERE WAS SOMETHING ABOUT
DAVID THAT DREWSMEE -TO.HLM, HE WAS A EEARLESS
WARRIQR AND GONELDENI.LEADER BUT ABOVE ALL OF THIS
]f]IS OUTSTANDIN DREW MEN TO HIS SIDE.

GuMORAL-CHARACTER
HEY WOULD WILLINGLY RIS THEIR LIVES AND FOR
HIM IF NECESSARY.
N/ . (THE STORY OF DAMON AND PYTHYAS, TWO MEN

OF OYRACUSE, WHO LIVED IN THE TIME oF Dionysius [,
WHEN PYTHYAS WAS CONDEMNED TO DIE, DAMON T

PLACE IN PRISON SO HE COULD GO HOME TO SETTLE HIS
AFFAIRS BEFORE DEATH. AT THE TIME OF EXECUTIOM, HE
HAD NOT RETURNED, DAMON WAS ABOUT TO BE KILLED IN
HIS PLACE AND PYTHYAS INSISTED 8 PLACING HIS HEAD
ON THE BLOCK.‘ THERE 1S ALSO THE STORY OF
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WHO LAY SICK OF FEVER. PHILLIP
PRESCRIBED A CERTAIN REMEDY AND OFFERED IT TO

LEXANDER TO DRINK. JUST AS HE WAS ABOUT TO DRINK
HE MEDICINE, A LETTER WAS HANDED HIM WHICH ACCUSED
AND OF INSTIGATING A PLOT TO
KILL ALEXANDER BY..POLSONING HIM. ALEXANDER'S
CONFIDENCE IN THE FRIENDSHIP OF PHILLIP WAS SO
GREAT THAT WITH ONE HAND HE QUIETLY HANDED THE NOTE
TO PHILLIP ANDWITH-THE-OTHER—HE-RAISED THE CUP OF

TO—HIS—LIPS AND-DRANK IT.. IHE END OF THE
STORY IS THAT ALEXANDER'S CONFIDENCE IN HIS FRIEND

_AND HE QUICKLY ?ECOVERED FROM

SO BELIEVING SINNERS ARE BROUGHT N'AR 70 GOD
THROUGH A COVENANT RELATIONSHIP. ESE%E

A LA A A ROM ¥

I'I-TIEI.:
HéB. 1 20

'-:ll

_ m =u3111armﬂmrvmmmnm "
‘s YOU KNow THE WORD

HE SPEAKS OF THE ETERNAL COMPLETE-
NESS OF A COVENANT GOD MADE WITH REFERENCE TO OUR

SALVATION., [HE ilﬁﬂ OF THE COVENANT IS THE FACT
THAT HE BROUGHT JESUS CHRIST FROM THE DEAD TO
€ INSURE LTS ETERNAL NATURE. H N_CANNO 2
. A F A

mm S LSI. SOMEONE HAS SAID IT LIKE THIS,
IF YOU AND | GET TO HEAVEN IT WILL NOT BE THROUGH
OUR OWN WORKING MERITS RATHER WE WILL BE THERE ON

His TICKET OR_CREDIT CARD AND NOT QUR QWN, IF You

AND | GQT WHAT WE DESERVED HELL WOULD BE OUR ETERNAL
™ HOME. 0

" , ? KIND T -%EPHtROSHFTH MQI.BECA?SEUHE

IONATHAN _WAS_HIS EATHER FTEN
IN CR PTUEE OD BLESSES SOME FOR THE SAKE OF OTHERS.
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(CompARE LaT AND ABRAHAM, LABAN AND JACOB
 POTIPHAR AND JOSEPH.) ’

[I. IHE INFIRMITY OF MEPHIBOSHETH - v. 3-8
A. THE InDicATION OF His | AMENESS - V. 3
THE TEXT IND*CATES THAT MEPHIBOSHETH WAS_EﬁﬁE:;N
BOTH FEET. HTS LAMENESS WAS
BUT RATHER HE EEL& AT _THE _HANDS OF ANQOTHER,
_% SAM, : HIS IS AN IMPORTANT

( 5:12) ALL MEN ARE
FROM A TWO-FOLD POINT OF VIEW:

TNNERS BY JEENRE, THAT IS BY VIRTUE OF OUR
%:s. R CATIONSHIP To RDAM (2) SINNERS BY ‘SHOGRE-
LL MEN HAVE INHERITED BY BIRTH A=SBIRLELAL-AIRIL
~CALLED SIN., THAT

WILL LEAD' THEM

o @ LS_THE RLOQOD R
RE IS i éEl&&E 1ICH ALL MEN ARE SPIRITUALL

WHAT MEPHIBOSHETH WAS PHYSICALLY, WHEN IT COMES
TO SALVATION WE ARE dAdelemSRbRdlibiAbanGRRRIES |
UNABLE TO HELP OURSELVES IN SPIRITUAL MATTERS AND
OUR RELATIONSHIP TO GOD.

B. IHE ImpuicAtion-ofF His |AMENESS - V. 4

] HAVE NEVER BEEN ONE TO, PRESS TOO STRONGLY.,
HOWEVER THE WORD “MACHIR” LITER Mw“”ﬂxf"' T
AND THE WORD LODIBAR LITERALLY MEANS E

CONDITION OF A MAN WHO IR AME. OTHER
THAN THE FACT THAT HE-HAS BEEﬂ)vef‘-wp.!. T8 AND

NG A AT 1S8IPIR BARREN,  |HE
INFIRMITY OF SIN DOES NOT ENRISH ONE'S-LIFE BUT
RATHER=-bMROVERLSHES_LT! THERE kS ONE ADDITIONAL
ITEM WHICH COMES TO MIND IN THIS RARTICULAR PORTION

OF THE TEXT, THIS HAS TO DO WITH HK Jin-&n,*~*

BEFORE DAVID RECORDED IN V. 3, MepPEOSHEIED T
M NOT INTO DAVID'S PRESENCE AND REMIND IAVID

THAT"HIS GRANDEATHER WAS ONCE KING OF NSRAEL!

NEITHER DID HE.DEMAND.HIS RIGHIS., FIRST\OF ALL HE
~X X

: "e_,-;:

\ o Y



GREAT RESPECT TO THEKING AND A GREAT DEAL OF
/>  PERSONAL HUMILITY _

OF ALL ANIMALS, THEY WERE ABHORRED BY HEBREWS BECAUS

BECAUSE OF THEIR UNCLEAN HABITS OF RUNNING THE

STREETS IN PACKS, THE SCAVENGERS OF THEGARBAGE OF

THE STREETS...N-MAKING-THLS STATEMENTafy;a;

WAS INDICATING HIS LOW_ESTIMAS QEHIMSELF IN THE

KING'S PRESENCE« [T MAY BE THAT SOME PSYCOLOGISTS

WOULD SUGGEST THAT THIS MAN HAD

A.BDHE-SELE-LMEiE
OR AN iﬂiiﬁiﬂﬁii-ﬁﬂﬂihix AND THIS MAY. BE TRUE IN
UT HE HAD THE

- TO RECOGNIZ H' KING AND.TO.HUMBI £
0 _PERSON WILL EVER GET

O HEAVEN BY TELLING 0D WHAT
R« |HE MAT
EN TODAY. Qf S0 BAD)

THE CRY EVERYWHERE TODAY, lﬁﬁbﬂfiEVTln AD PUT HIS
FINGER ON ONE OF THE KEY PROBLEMS OF GOUR TIMES:
_PRESENT DAY, MEN ARE URGED TQ BE SAVED BEFOQRE
J}ﬁﬂtJﬁMM&gluEthRE LOST; TOQ BELIEVE WITHOUT BEING
LONVICTED OF THEIR NEED. _ E“ERUlleS_ElCKED

&

HIS ACCEPTING HR’ST

<MEN_CAN TRULY BELIEVE,

WITHOUT CONVICTION IS NOT NEW BIRTH. [T IS NOT A
BORNAGAIN EXPERIENCE, [HE PERIL OF OUR TIMES, TO
GET _DECISIONS WITHOUT GETTING MEN AWARE OF TH?

SINS, WHAT THEIR SINS DID TO JESUS CHRIST.'
THE_LAMENESS OF THIS MAN WE SEE THE LAMENESS OF ALL *
MEN.

[T11. IHE INHERITANCE OF MEPHIBOSHETH - v. 9-13

AFTER THE DEATH& OF SAUL AND JONATHAN. AT THE
HANDS OF THE PHILISTINES, THIS POOR BOY SPENT MANY
YEARS RUNNING AND_HIDLING, WITHOUT THE BENEFITS WHICH
ERE HIS BY VIRTUE ' OF HIS RELATIONSHIP TO SAUL AND
ONATHAN. Now Kine DAVID wouLD MEPHIBOSHETH
«F0-A-RLACE-OE.HONOR IN THE KINGDOM,
EXTENT OF DAVID'S KINDNESS. |HE.WOF
AND SONS ARE SIGNIFICANT TERMS.
TY_SIG . THERE WERE MANY
NORMAL THINGS IN WHICH HE COULD NOT DO,
FEEL CERTAIN THA

M

TREATMENT OF FFIEPHIBOSHETH WA
APPEARANCE BUT RATHER UPON THE BASIS OF A _COVENANT

rfg.JT“\
\ —_— ;
. [
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WHICH HE HAD MADE WITH MEPHIBOSHETHS FATHER A
J COUPLE OF DECADES BEFORE.
-\ EARN THF RIGHT NOR_DESFRVE THE RIGHT TO_ENIEB_LN;Q

‘ ‘ ‘ AVLD' S

| 11S POSITION AT THE KING'S TABLE WAS A MATTER OF
| , iulg CRIPPLED MAN WAS TREATED AS

H ALL OF ITS RLIGHIS AND PR THI1S
RSTONISHING FACT IN IGHT OF THE ﬁ T

TRINE OF ADOPTION AN

IT AT TH

OF THﬁ WORLD LIKE THE WAYWARD
ING ON S STOMACH WITH THE HUSKS
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There are few things more important than the matter of
selecting our friends according to their Joye and
desebdonukes@God. Otherwise, you will be_drawn away
from you dedication to the Lord to other interests and
Mpursuﬂ:s in order to maintain the friendship, .=
“ As _yvoung pedgle vou need friends who are
end You will need all of thememal

-==your friends will
be one of the _great factors in this area. This is

not to say that you cannot bemto all people=--
I am talking about close friendships.

The friendship of David and Jonathan is recorded in
f1 sam. 18:1-4 F Soni- Getlina
The attitude of David toward Mephibosheth is
an 0,T, illustration of the N.T., doctrine of grace.
This is exactly what God does for the believing sinner.
\’\Romans 5:8, 2 Cor, 5:21, 1 Pet, 2:24, 1 Pet, 3:18,
M.MMMMWMJBMEL
desewrwe anything from God dgome is the
of a holy God in his

?
needs. Qur spiritual nceds are greater than we can
supply--Gaddn grace saves.us.apart from humap merit--
for the sake of another=--for Jesus sake, Please ex-
cuse this overs1mp11f1catlon but 1t 1s as 1f we were

g01ng to Heaven on_His w, Onanlﬁ. :

L Blhsiamere. =5 (O

grace that ‘

1 men to Hell 'Rom. 3:10,3: 23 s.ga.n
e saves any at all! Rom. 3 24-25, \ﬂ S AT ATLANTA
nt wor £ !
II. THE KING'S KINDNESS WAS EXTENDED TO THE HELPLESS

Ve2Db=5
The text indicates that Mephibosheth was lame

on his feet. Tbis lameness was not of his own doing,

but rather he had fallen at the hands of another,

2 Same4:4 . The Bible teaches us that you and I fell

spiritually at the hands of another---Adam. Rom. 5:12

In theology, we speak of the w. Adam had

a choice: @ Let God determine what was right for him

and live wi and for God. L,ve for himself and

determine his own way. As a result of Adam's trans-

gression man became_a s:.nne; wit i

imposged him f his sin. i that man must

have his sins dealt with. The Bible calls this work

og God the new birth., The tendency of men outside of

Christ is to make the world more%% to sin
Hln a better place to go toc Hell Trom=--but God says we

are spiritually help: and by faith must trust God

to A 1 make us fit for heaven., *** Pamllel

wha does in regeneration with a person performing

amm on himself---impossible!}
* esus ralsed 3 dead person from the dead. 1In one

since of the word so with us. He gives life.




\lThe adopted son given all of thew of his
father. Rights of name and inheTritance.
Gal. 3:26. We who were the enemles of God have
become his sons! Rom. 5:10.

*%%*% Tn an ancient parade of an eastern king a little
dog with this sign W
"I'm A Child Of The King\

W use to tell the story of a king
who went out among his subjects and.selected a young

boy to be part of his royal family. Of course the boy
was delighted=--brought in to the royal palace and saw
as he entered the great hanguest ftable ladened with
delicious food. Mapy.guests were there and it was go-
ing to be a great evening. The king requested that

the boy be given a h and a change of clothes.. e

ed=-" o The king replied:

Tt T .
There are many people who would like to sit

at the kings table in eternity--but in th‘w

%—theydo not want the bath of cleansing

tha e e calls the new birth. But without it you

cannot get into Heaven., John 3:3 '"Except & man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God,"

ﬁ




: THE SONS OF DAVID

David had many sons born of his wives and
concubines, In 2 Sam, 3;2-5 we learn of the sons
who were born at Hebron. Others were born at Yer-

™ usalem. Of his sons there are those both good and
bad of which we could say a great deal, but must
limit our thoughts to just &;

I. HIS FRATL SON-- NSam, 12;15 "very sick"

One of the bitterest ewents in the life of
David. %% must stand by and see another innocent
_g%niy suffer for his own sin, This is always
fficult--(people would rather bear sorrow them-
selves than have their loved one go thru times af
pain.) Thisisthe culmination of a life of great
suceess in war--17 years. _Miltiple wifes---life
of ease that kept him in Jerusalem--for one momen
of self- indulgence he was to pay a price as no
other man in history. His sin is forgiven but
the scars still remain, (Timelses applécation in
| our day--one moment people throw away the charact
it took a life-time to build, self-respect, and
of others,(4r,. Jinks sons drunk at his funeral,)
\\ma; Question arises; Why would @od allow the inn-
L ocent to suffer for the sins of a parent??
| This is not 2ome§hing new-- hagpens every day.
’ Children suffer for the sins of parents------
picture in Life of children beaten.
Perhaps no easy answer to the question but we
can see the reasons and proper attitude in
this area;
1. David knew it was right if the Lord did it
and rather than bitterness he worshipped.
v
2. The glory of God among the nations of the
world is at stake--v,14 David's poor test-
imony brought the name of the Lord in a
bad light. Galcould not let this sin go
unpunished. N
5, Another side to this story--a side of bless:
ing and hope. There is no greater verse in
the Pible on the subject of the death of
infants than v.23 David has thru this ex-
perience given hope to literally thousands
of peopel who have scen tiny ones slip out
) into eternity.

Anseer,
‘ (Wilies story about the sick little girl
who had such a difficult time--restored
\only to be hit and killed by a cary)
| Wilkies distress--no message--afterwards

N



II. HIS FAMOUS SON--1"ings 10;1 "fame"
Solomon was the sécond son born of Bathshehba,
For what was Solomon famous;
l, Wisdom--story of 2 mothers, Cases of this
nature brought to the king. 1 Kings
2. Peaceful reign-- 1 Chron.22:9 4,29
5. Builder of Temple
4, Writer--Songs of Solomon, Proverbs
Eccles, (Vanity)
Yet .."it is a striking commentary on the
quality of sinful men that in the very per-
iod of the historical kingdom's greatest
success, there were already present the seeds
of political catastrophe." (i¢Clain)
Solomon failed in 3 vital areas;
1, He multiplied military force-- Det 17;14ff
1l Kings 10:2
2. Loved many wifes-- 1 Kings 11;l
b, Piled up silver and gold,
Solomon died in folly and disgrace and let
son to split kgdm--Rehoboam.

ITT. HIS FAVORITE SON-- 2 Sam, 18:33 "my Son"

1., Absalom-- a remarkable man. Great personal
attraction--carried on the line of the
sons of Jesse for even David was known for
his nice looks, Add to this his hair!

a, Flare for the dramatic--chariots and
runners--people like the spectacular,
(Parents get pleasure vicariously from

activities of children,)
Lived in style.

b, Winning ways, personal charm, political

imbitions----yet wild, wayward and fool-
Sh.

¢c. Yet David loved this son in an unusual

way !

(’ #%%lly Dad-- not his strength or fearlessness
| etc., baptism ad conversion,
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™ THE PURSUIT OF GOD
[ SamueL 13:14

MORE IS WRITTEN ABOUT THE:LIFE OF DAVID IN THE OLD
TESTAMENT THAN ANY OTHER PERSON, IXTY-TWO CHAPTERS
IN THE BIBLE ARE DEVOTED TO DAVID'S LIFE, AND BY
CONTRAST, FOURTEEN DEAL WITH JHE LIFE OF ABRAHAM,
THE NAME DAVID MEANS "BELOVER" AND IS UNIQUE IN THE
.|, FOR HE ALONE BEARS THAT NAME. AS FAR AS THE
IBLE IS CONCERNED, MORE DETAILS ARE GIVEN ABQUT
DAVID'S LIFE THAN ANY OTHER 0.1. CHARACTER. DAVID
WAS ONE OF THE MOST VERSATILE MEN IN THE BIBLE. HE
WAS A SHEPHERD, MUSICIAN, SOLDIER, KING AND POET,
DAVID IS ONE OF THE GREAT MEN OF THE BIBLE, BUT I
AM ALWAYS AMAZED AT THE UTTER HONESTY OF THE WorD OF
GOD NOT SEEKING TO HIDE DAVID'S SINS, BUT RATHER
PORTRAYING HIM WITH ALL OF HIS WEAKNESSES AS WELL AS
HIS STRENGTHS. J[HIS OBE REASON THE BIBLE 1S so
HELPFUL TO US. MeN LIKE AVID ARE NOT PORTRAYED AS
PARAGONS OF SINLESSNESS, BUT RATHER AS MEN LIKE ALL
AWMEN WITH VIRTUES AND VICES. OSOMEONE HAS WELL SAID,
“THE BEST OF MEN ARE BUT MEN AT THEIR BEST. UNE
COMMENTATOR CALLED AVID THE _PRODIGAL SON OF THE
OLD TESTAMENT”, ANOTHER "“THE RoBIN Hoop oF THE BIBLE".
WITHOUT DOUBT, HE IS ONE OF OUR FAVORITE 0.T.
CHARACTERS. UN OUR LAST TOUR TO |SRAEL, I WwAS SUR-
PRISED WHEN WE VISITED JDAVID'S TOMB, THAT IT DID NOT
BEAR THE ELABORATE TRAPPINGS ONE MIGHT EXPECT AT THE
GRAVE OF [SRAEL'S GREATEST KING,

l| /4
? SAMUEL &E&; E

SAMUBL HAD RETIRED FROM PUBLIC LIFE_AND WAS PRESIDING
OVER THE SCHOOL OF THE PROPHETS IN RAMMAH. IN THEIR
QUEST FOR A KING, THE PEOPLE HAD CHOSEN SAUL BECAUSE
OF HIS STRIKING.PHYSICAL APPEARANCE. HOWEVER, IT
BECAME OBVIOUS THAT SAUL WAS DESIROUS OF HAVING HIS
OWN WAY AND RESENTED GOD'S LEADERSHIP IN THE NATION,
His SELF-Wlkl, SELF-GLORY ANg ARROGANCE FINALLY COST
SAUL HIS KINGDOM. GOD SENT SAMUEL TO ETHLEHEM AND
#™ THE HOUSE OF JESSE TO ANOTNT A NEW KING., SAMUEL WAS
AS SURPRISED AS EYERYONE ELSE WHEN GOD CHOSE THE
YOUNGEST OF JESSE'S SONS. [HE GLARING CONTRAST
BETWEEN DAVID AND SAUL HAD TO DO WITH THE CONTRAST
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IN THE PHYSICAL APPEARANCE AS OPPOSED TO SPIRITUAL

/™ QUALIFICATIONS, GoD sAwW IN DAviD'S HEARE SOMETHING
THAT WAS TOTALLE ABSENT IN THE ARROGA AUL EVEN
IN EARLY LIFE, GOD WAS PREPARING DAVID FOR PUBLIC
LIFE.

[T, DAVID'S REJECTION BY SAUL  18:29

DAVID WAS BROUGHT INTO THE COURT OF SAUL INITIALLY
AS A MUSICIAN, HIS SECOND APPEARANCE WAS A§ THE
VALLEY. OF ELAH AND_HIS DEFEAT OF GOLIATH. SAU
BECAME JEALOUS OF DAVID'S POPULARITY WITH THE PEOPLE.
|HE KING BROODED OVER HIS BITTERNESS AND HATRED OF
DAVID UNTIL IT BECAME DANGEROUS FOR DAVID TO BE NEAR
SAUL BECAUSE OF THE REPEATED ACTS OF SAUL TO KILL
HIM. _IN I SAMUEL 22, THE SCRIPTURAL RECORD INDICATES
THAT DAVID FLED FROM SAUL_AND MADE HIS HEADQUARTERS
IN THE CAVE OF ADULLAM. .FOR NINE YEARS, DAVID LIVED
IN EXILE, REJECTED BY THE KING QF ISRAEL. DURING
THIS TIME, SOME._400 MEN JOINED DAVID IN HIS EXILE.
DURING THIS TIME, DAVID HAD SEVERAL BRIEF ENCOUNTERS
~»WITH SAUL AND SEVERAL OPPORTUNITIES TO TAKE SAUL'S
LIFE, BUT STEADFASTLY REFUSED TO DO IT. HE AND HIS
MEN BUSIED THEMSELVES IN OPPOSING FOREIGN INVADERS
WHO_SOUGHT TQ PLUNDER AND STEAL FRQM THE FARMERS
IN ISRAEL. DURING THIS PERIOD IN DAVID S LIFE, Gop
WAS TEACHING HIM SOME VALUABLE LES? HE KNEW
HE WAS DESTINED TO BE THE KING OF ISRAEL., HOWEVER,
IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT HIS JOERNEY TO THB THRONE WOULD
NOT BE AN IMMEDIATE ONE. GOD WANTED DAVID TO COME
%@ TO THE THRONE SLOWLY_AND THIS EXILE WAS PART OF
‘i_{ TEMPERING PROCESS. DURING THIS DIFFICULT TIME,
% * WAS FORGING QUALJTIES OF C?ARACTER AND ABILITB
COMMAND TO DAVID'S LIFE., [HE MEN WHO JOINED DAVID
IN THIS VENTURE WERE DEVOTED TO HIM AND WOULD REMAIN
LOYAL TO HIM LONG AFTER HE ASSUMED HIS THRONE. ONE
CANNOT HELP BUT BE IMPRESSED WITH DAVID'S PATIENGE
AWAITING GOD'S _TIME TO TAKE HIS PLACE OF LEADERSHIP.
IT WOULD HAVE BEEN VERY EASY FOR DAVID TO GAIN
ADVANTAGE THROUGH MILITARY, STRENGTH TO PUSH HIMSELF
FORWARD, EVEN TO TAKE SAUL'S LIFE., HE REFUSED TO
DO THIS EVEN WHEN HIS SUPPORTERS URGED HIM TO DO SO.
«» DURING THIS PERIOD OF REJECTION AND EXILE, DAVID
WROTE HIS EXPERIENCES, THUS HAS BEEN ABLE TO HELP
MEN THROUGH THE PAGES OF CHURCH HISTORY WHO HAVE
ENDURED SIMILAR REJECTIQN,

\ y
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ITT. DAVID'S DEVOTION TO MEN AND GOD 13:1-4

(™ By WAY OF INTRODUCTION, LET ME MAKE A GENERAL OBSER-
VATION CONCERNING DAVID'S LIFE. HIS PRIMARY. CONCERN
IN LIFE WAS SPIRITUAE AND NOT MATERIAL IN NATURE.
THERE SEEMS TO BE ONE CONSUMING PASSION TQ BRING GLORY
_T0 (OD, AND NOT PERSONAL GLORY TO_DAVID. THIS IS A
RE QUALITY IN AN INDIVIDUAL. THE FRIENDSHIP OF

AVID AND JONATHAN WAS UNIQUE. ONE _MIGHT EXPECT THE
RISING POPULARITY OF DAVID BOTH IN SAUL'S EYES AND

IN THE EYES OF THE PEOPLE TO HAVE PROVOKED ENVY IN

THE HEART OF JONATHAN WHO WAS HEIR APPARENT TO THE
THRONE AND OLDER THAN DAVID., ALSO, HUMANLY SPEAKING,
AS THE KING S SON, JONATHAN HAD NO%HING TQ_GAI¥ BY
BEFRIENDING A PLAIN SHEPHERD FROM BETHLEHEM. [HERE |
WAS NO ADVANTAGE POLITICALLY OR OTHERWISE ON JONATHAN'S
PART, IT WAS SIMPLY OUT OF SELFISH DESIRES AND KEEN
FRIENDSHIP THAT BROUGHT HIM TO DAvID., ON THIS GENERAL
SUBJECT, MILL 1AM [AYI QR HAS OBSERVED THAT IT IS

USUALLY IN THE EARLY PART OF LIFE THAT LASTING ERIEND-
_SHIPS ARE FORMED_WHICH INFLUENCE THE ENTIRE COURSE

OF OUR CAREER, [|HERE ARE_FEW WAYS THAT LEAD US MORE
QUICKLY AﬂAX_EBQM_EQD_%ND_lNIQ_ﬁlN THAN THE SELECTION
r-\OFv+ygggg§%§§ﬁﬁEug§. THINK IT IS GOOD ADVICE TO
SE THE

AD THAT THEY ARE TO WITHDRAW THEM-
SELVES FROM ANY ASSOCIATION WI HE UNGODLY, BUT
WHEN IT COMES TO THAT - OF FRIENDS, THEY
MUST BE THOSE WHO ARE FRIENDS OF OUR BLESSED LORD.
OTHERWISE, THEY WILL UNDERMINE THE FOUNDATION OF
ONE'S LIFE, TURN THE BELIEVER AWAY FROM FELLOWSHIP
WITH CHRIST. EVEN AMONG BELIEVERsthfiiuJQ;LEBLENDS
SHOULD BE THOSE WHO ARE SQLD-QUT THE JESUS HjIST AND
WHO MEASURE_CHARACTER BY ONE' S DEDICATION TO JESUS
CHRIST!! DAVID WAS A MAN WHO COULD EVOKE STRONG
FRIENDSHIP AND LOYALTY FROM QTHERS. HE ALSO GAVE
THE SAME KIND OF DEVOTION. DAvID'S DEVOTION TO GOD
WAS REFLECTED IB THE PSALMS AS IN NO OTHER SECTION
OF THE BIBLE. PsALMs_ 23 AND 42 REFLECT THIS DEVOTION
To Gop, Deep wiTHIN DAvVID'S SoUL THERE WAS A LONGING
FOR AND A DEVOTION TO GoD., HIS GREATEST CONCERN IN
LIFE HAD TO DO WITH HIS RELATIONSHIP TO GOD AND TO
GOD'S KINGDOM ON EARTH. [HIS DISTINCTION WOULD
SUGGEST WHY DAVID'S LIFE WAS FILLED WITH A MEASURE
OF BLESSEDNESS AND SAUL'S WITH MISERY. SAUL LIVED

™ FOR HIMSELF AND HIS OWN INTERESTS--WAS MOODY AND
UNHAPPY MOST OF HIS LIFE. OAUL POISONED HIS OWN
LIFE AND DESTROYED_HIS OWN SOUL BY HIS LACK OF
DEVOTION TO GoD. DAVID, IN CONTRAST, WENT DOWN IN
THE PAGES OF HISTORY AS THE MAN AFTER GOD’'S OWN HEART.
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IV. DAVID'S DEFECTION FROM GOD. II Sam. 11:1

) DAVID'S GREAT SIN OF ADULTERY WAS THE GREAT BLEMISH
AND .STAIN ON HIS LIFE. [HIS CHAPTER BEGINS A CHA&N
OF EVENTS THAT WOULD TURN DAVID'S LIFE AWAY FROM GOD
ONE FULL YEAR, AND THE SCARS OF THIS SIN WOULD PLAGUE
DAVID TO THE GRAVE. PICTURE THE SCENE: DAVID WAS
AT THE HEIGHT OF HIS POLITICAL POWER, HE HAD CON-

THE NATIONS AROUND HIM, IT WAS A TIMﬁ OF
GREAT_PROSPERTY, ALL WAS GOING WELL IN ISRAEL. HE
DID NOT KNOW WHAT IT WAS TO BE DEFEATED AS A SOLDIER,
AND HIS PQPULA AMONG THE PEOPLE HAD NEVER BEEN
HIGHER}-TT_WEE AT THIS TIME OF LUXURY AND IDLENESS.,
WHEN DAVID WAS NOT SURROUNDED BY HIS WARRIORS, THAT

_BASSIQN]TOOK HOLD OF DAVID AND PRINCIPLE ESCAPED HIS
LIFE. IT IS ENTIRELY POSSIBLE THAT THIS SITUATION
WOULD HAVE BEEN EASILY WITHSTOQD HAD DAVID NOT BEEN
LIVING IN THE LAP OF LUXURY. IT SHOULD ALSO BE
NOTED THAT WHATEVER DAVID DID, HE DID WITH INTENSITY
AND ENTHUSIASM. WHEN DAVID WORKED FOR GOD, IT WAS
NEVER A HALF=WAY. VENTURE, AND THE SAME WAS TRUE WHEN
HE SINNED, ONE OF THE MANY SAD ASPECTS OF THIS
CHAPTER IN DAVID'S LIFE HAS TO DO WITH THE FACT THAT

" A-LIFETIME OF WORTHY ACHIEVEMENTS AND DEVOTION TO.
GOD WAS STAINED IN A MOMENT S WEAKNESS. WHEN GoD
INTRUSTS MEN WITH GREAT RESPONSIBILITY, IT ALSO
REQUIRES GREAT DILIGENCE AND CARE., |HIS PARTICULAR
SIN FROM ADULTERY TO MURDER AND COMPLICATED NOT ONLY
DAVID'S LIFE AND THE LIVES OF SEVERAL OTHER PEOPLE,
BUT BROUGHT DISGRACE TO THE ENTIRE NATION., A CHAIN
OF TRAGEDIES _WOULD FOLLOW_DAVID FROM THIS POINT UNTIL
HIS DEATH. [HE DEATH OF BATHSHEBA'S CHILD, THE SIN
OF AMMON, THE REBELLION AND MURDER OF ABSALOM, ALL
WOULD €OMPLICATE DAVID'S LIFE FROM THIS POINT ON.

THE BUOYANT SP1R1$ WOULD BE CRUSHED AND THE JO¥ OF
LIFE DISAPPEAR. [|HE LESSONS OF THIS EPISODE ARE
NUMBEROUS. IF DAVID COULD FALL AT THIS POINT, THERE IS
DANGER FOR EVERY MAN. REGARDLESS OF ONE'S POSITION
IN SOCIETY OR IN THE CHURCH, AND REGARDLESS OF HIS
MORAL CHARACTER AND ABILITY, NONE IS IMMUNE FROM SIN,
ALso, IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT THAT THIS PARTICULAR
YEAR IN DAVID'S LIFE OCCURRED NOT IN HIS YOUTH, BUT
AN HIS MIDDLE YEARS!! DAVID WAS APPROXIMATELY 50
YEARS OLD WHEN THIS OCCURRED. HE WALKED WITH GoD

A FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS. IT SHOULD BE A GRAVE REMINDER
THAT AS LONG AS WE ARE IN THIS_WORLD, WE ARE THE
OBJECTS OF SATAN'S STRATEGY, FOR AN ENTIRE YEAR,
DAVID'S SUBBORNNESS AND REFUSAL TO CONFESS HIS SIN
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PUT A CLOUD BETWEEN HIMSELF AND GoD. THE WJOY HE HAD
ONCE KNOWN WAS GONE. | THINK ONE OF THE MOST DIFFI-
CULT EXPERIENCES OF THIS TIME WAS THE DEATH OF
BATHSHEBA'S INFANT. HOW DIFFICULT IT WAS FOR DAVID
TO KNOW THAT OTHERS WERE SUFFERING BECAUSE OF HIS
SIN, WE NEED TO BE REMINDED THAT MANY TIMES CHILDREN
PAY FOR THE PERMISSIVENESS OF THEIR PARENTS. MNoT
ONLY WOULD DAVID KNOW THE AGONY OF THE LOSR OF HIS
INFANT SON, BUT LATER ON_HIS FAVORITE SON ABSALOM
WOULD BREAK HIS HEART. [HERE IS AN ENORMOUS PRICE
TO PAY FOR A MOMENTS DEFECTION,

V. DAVID'S CONFESSION AND RESTORATION. Psaim 51:1-4,
7-13

~

ONE OF THE BASIC QUESTIONS ABOUT RELIGION HAS TO DO
WITH THE FACT THAT THERE IS BETWEEN THE
PEOPLE OF GOD AND THE WICKED. THE BIBLE
ARE WE TOLD THAT THE GODLY MAN IS IMMUNE FROM SIN,
HE 1S THE FIRST TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIS OWN PERSONAL
SINNERSHIP, IHE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CHILD OF (oD
AND THE UNGODTY HAS TO DU WITH THEIR RELATIONSHIP
TO SIN. INTO SIN AND RISES
“OFROM 1T, LEAVES I AND CRIES OUT TO GOD FOR FORGIVE-
NESS AND CLEANSING. HoﬁéVEﬁT‘WHEN THE UNGODLY FALLS
INTO SIN, HE CONTINUES THERE, REMﬁL§ IN IT MUCH LIKE
A SOW THAT WATTOWS IN THE MIRE. HE IS OFTEN OB-
LIVIOUS TO THE SEEING ONLY ITS
PLEASURE TO HIMSELF, GODLY.-PERSON WILL ARISE IN
NFESSION AND RESTORATION, @@ ), THERE
IS A GRAVE QUESTION ABOUT THE QUALITY OF HM1S PRO-
FESSION, A MAN WHO PROFESSES TO LOVE GOD AND CONTINUES
TO LIVE A LIFE OF SIN HAS NO RIGHT TO CALL HIS PRO-
FESSION A GENUINE PROFESSION OF FAITH!! DAVID WENT
FOR ONE MISERABLE YEAR QUT OF FELIOQWSHIP WITH (GOD,
BUT FINALLY THERE CAME THAT MOMENT WHEN SEPARATION
FROM GOD AND THE JOY OF_SALVATION BROUGHT DAVID

RS AND REPENTENCE. DAVID CONCLUDED HIS LIFE IN
FELL WSHIPBWT_T_TH HE LORD;_NI.H.E_ELLBEJJ_T_Q.E_G.QD_NAS
.HLSUMQSI_NQBLE_Amgllggu. \OTHING WAS MORE IMPORTANT
TO DAVID THAN FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD AND BRINGING GLORY
T0 His NaME., ONE REASON WHY DAVID IS THE MOSTT%Q%%%hE
CHARACTER IN THE O.T. 1S BECAUSE WE SEE IN DAV

» OF OURSELVES, o HAVE _KNOWN THE EELLQWSHIP QF
‘ ' J » HAVE KNOWN THE MISERY
AND AGONY OF FAILURE AND SIN AS BELIEVERS. s =00,

HAVE TONGED_TO BRING GLORY TO GOD BY OUR LIFE AND
MINISTRY, THE PATH OF RESTORATION AND FORGIVENESS
Dt AS '_'j\‘)«u;é. s _ i Cr)q _3'1&5 i Qi,\“\m < . 2 ]."3‘.3\}‘-; rf‘

Gae. — Tl st a(, {,.lu-!f L'«n‘UV\ ~ X

\ FI—. 7 //
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[ SamueL 17:47

THE BIBLE RECORDS THE DETAILS OF SOME OF THE
IN HUMAN HISTORY. FOR

EXAMPLE, IMAGINE A
INTERVIEWING THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE WITH R%FgRENCE
TO BATTLES IN WHICH THEY WERE ENGAGED.

TAKING THE ROD OF (GOD AND STRETCHING IT
OVER THE RED SEA AND THE COMPLETE VICTORY OF
TH§ ARMIES OF [SRAEL WITHOUT A SINGLE CASUALTY.

HE WALLS OF JERIEHD FALLING DOWN WITH NO
HORSES, CHARIOTS, BATTERING RAMS, OR, MIGHTY
WEAPO?S, SIMPLY THE BLOWING OF A RAM'S HORN.

HE DEFEAT OF StSera IN Jubeces 5:20, (4)
THE VICTORY OF GIDEON REDUCING HIS ARMY FROM
32,000T0 300 MAKING THE RATIO OF U480 To 1. THESE
MEN ENTERED INTQ COMBAT ARMED ONLY WITH LILGHTS

@™  AND PLICHERS. WHENEVER GOD LED HiS PEOPLE INTO

CONFLICT THERE WAS NEVER ANY DQUBT WHO WAS
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE VICTORY. |HE CHAPTER BEFORE
Us IS NO XCEPTI N TO THAT RULE.
REJECTED Aul EPEATEDLY, [SRAEL'S FIRST KING,

HAD QHAFFE AND_REBELLED_AJ;IHE_iNIEREERENQE

-ﬁﬂ SAUL WAS DETERMINED TO HAV EmelL.S_.OWN

WITH-UIIER.DLSREGARD FOR THE COMMANDS OF

(G0D COULD NO LWAUL BECAUSE OF
AUL S AND HROUGH THE
GODLY PROPHET, EAMUEL, AVID WAS ANOINTED KING
OVER ISRAEL. THIS CHAPTER BRINGS US TO HIS
FIRST SCRIPTURE.
THERE ARE FEW MEN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT AS WELL
AND LOVED AS DAVID. SANDERS HAS WELL,ASAID,
IS IS TH LEST BIOGRAPHY IN THE BIBLE.”
OR EXAMPLE, CHAPTERS MENTION THE LIFE OF
ABRAHAM BUT NO FEWER THAN B2 CHAPTERS ARE DEVOTED
T0 DAVID'S LIFE. THE SCENE PITS ISRAEL WITH

THEI ; THE PHILISTINES., [HIS FIERCE
@™  AND GODLESS, WARLIKE NATION, WAS THE PERPETUAL

ENEMY OF ISRAEL. IT WAﬁ A CONFEDERACY OF 5 IN-

S

DEPENDENT TOWNS, GAzA, AsHDOD, ASHKELON, GATH,
AND EKRON.
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GENERALLY, THEIR MODE OF WARFARE WOULD BE
DESCRIBED ASLGUERILLA IN NATURE WITH SUDDEN
RAIDS ON UNPROTECTED _VILIAGES FOR THE PURPOSE

OF ELUNDERLN% AND STEALING AND RAVAGING, @
SMSE , | HROUGH THIS ACTIVITY THEY KEPT
THE NATION OF ISRAEL IN A STATE OF CONSTANT
ANXIETY AND ALARM. Now THE‘HB TACTICS HAYE R <2
CHANGED AND THE ARMY OF THE PHILISTINES 8 tvAs
INED UP IN BATTLE GEAR FACING THE ISRAELITES.
HE PROCEDURE WAS TO LET A FAMOUS CHAMPION OR
MAN OF WAR FROM EACH SIDE BATTLE TO THE DEATH
WITH THE WINNING SIDE TAKING ALL THE SPOILS
TO THE EXTEN% THAT THE_LOSER WAS BOUND TO
SERVITUDE. BECAUSE OF SAUL'S SPIRITUAL D

SJ.MP.L(X]_A_NAM.E_MLD_N.QI.H.LN.G_ELS.E BELIEVED
THAT GOD HAD DONE GREAT THINGS FOR RAEL IN

THE PAST AND PERHAPS HE_WOQULD DQ GREAT THINGS

N THE FUTURE BUT SOMEHOW HE DID NOT EXPECT

OD TO ACT IN_THE PRESENT BECAUSE OF HIS OWN
?ISOBEDIENCE-KNU_ﬁEUEETTUN.

SRAEL HAD UNDERGONE GREAT HUMILIATION THROUGH
THE "BAD MOUTHING OF GOLIATH AN? THE SCORN

OF THE ENTIRE PHILISTINE ARMY. INTO THIS TENSE
SITUATION WALKED DAVID, THE YOUNGEST SON OF JESSE,
AND IT IS THIS CONFRONTATION, ONE OF THE UNIQUE
BATTLES &N BIBLE HISTORY THAT ARRESTSDOUR ATTENTION
TODAY, E MIGHT ALSO POINT oyT THAT _DAVID IS
SOMEWHERE BETWEEN THE AGE 0F'j§i4uuu;lﬂ. ?HIS
CHAPTER IS FILLED WITH
CIRCUMSTANCES.,

I. AN UNLIKELY WARRIOR - verses 12-37

WHEN ONE LOOKED AT TINY DAVID AND MAMMOTH
GOLIATH, THE 8BRJ OF CONFLICT BETWEEN THE TWO
SEEMED IMRQSSIRIE. IN ALL PROBABILITY, I

WOULD HAVE BEEN VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR ﬁAMLD;ﬂJ
CARRY—GOLAATH-S—ARMOR WHICH WEIGHED;LJigggggp.

[HE HEAD OF HIS SPEAR wEIGHED.leﬁznumps.
WAS BIGGER THAN DAVID'S ENTIRE
BODY: WHEN ONE LOOKED AT THE-QUIWARD

AND MEASURED THE ODDS, IT WAS NOT
ONLY THAT UAVID COULD WAGE COMBAT
AGAINST (iJOLIATH BUT UTTERLY dROSSekRbeie!
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THE TEXT OF SCRIPTURE LISTS AT LEAST THREE
PN FACTORS WHICH DESERVE OUR ATTENTION IN THE

TEXT.
A. IHE FamiLy FACTOR - VERSE 12-28
JESSE HAD , THREE OF WHOM WERE FIGHTING

IN SAUL'S ARMY. UAVID WAS THE YOQUNGEST AND
PROBABLY THE SMALLEST OF ALL HIS BROTHERS.

HIS DUTIES TOOK HIM TO THE SHEPHERD'S FIELD.
ALSO, HE SEEMS TO_BE THE ONE WHO

FOR HIS FATHER. [T WAS SUCH AN ERRAND iHAT ;
BROUGHT HIM TO THE BATTLEFIELD:. AgSO; AVID S
BROTHER, ELIAB, WAS ANGRY AT DAvID'S INQUISITIVE

~INTEREST IN THE EVENTS ON THE BATTLEFIELD.
/IS _ELDEST BROTHER LQOKED UPON DAVID AS HIS

W AND DID NOT SEE IN DAVID
CAMILIES SELDOM_SEE_THE
ROIENILAL—EQR-SR&R&%UI.—GRONiH—AND—DEMEhﬂBMENI
IN EIR MEMBERS. OMETIMES MOMS AND DARS AND

ROTHERS HAVE NO IDEA WHAT (GOD IS DOING IN
THE HEART OF A FAMILY MEMBER AND THE ENORMQUS
POTENTIAL AVAILABLE TO THE YIELDED LIFE. LIAB

LOOKED UPO? AVID AS A NUISANCE AND A_DREAMER

-B. THe PHysical FACTORS - VERSES 33

NoT oNLY DID DAVID'S FAMILY THINK THERE WAS
NO WAY HE COULD HELP IN THE BATTLE, DAVID

WAS SMALL, INEXPERIENCED, UNIRAKNED, AND
MNSKILIED IN THE WAYS OF WAR. AFTER ALL HE

WAS A SHEPHERD, MUSICIAN, POET., _WHAT COULD

HE KNQW_ABOUT PHYSICAL COMBAT! BY CONTRAST

GOLIAT STRONG, A PERSON OF RAW POWER -
GHT, WITH ROARING VOIC

FEARSOME THREATS, HE STRUCK FEAR INTO THE

HEART OF EVERY MAN IN THE ISRAELI ARMY INCLUDING

1TS GENERAL, SAUL! Nozhing ApouT DAviD's

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE "SPOKE OF MILITARY ABILITY -

NOTHING !

C. IHE FA1TH FACTOR - VERSE 36-37,47,50

DAVID WAS NOT THINKING OF HIS OWN TACTICS
IN APPROACHING GOLIATH.

U Ny
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HE SAW THAT THE NAME OF GOD WAS BLASPHEMED,
~  ALSO, HIS CONFIDENCE WAS IN THE FACT THAT
' WOULD DELIVER HE HAD DONE IN TAE PAST.
S N THE LORD
N THIS CHAPTER AND
ACHES THAT GOD OFTEN
TO DO HIS WORK. SOMETIMES

THE M ELLECTUALLY AND PHYSICALLY
ARE SO CONCERNED ABOUT THETﬁ:;¥ﬁEGe%§§ﬁ-%Nﬁ:ﬁNN
_%ggg;ggggy THAT THEY HAVE NO TEREST
N THE WORK OF GOD. GOD CAN AND DOES USﬁ
MIGHTILY THOSE WHO ARE YIEIDED TO Him, HE
IS NOT LOOKING FOR PEOPLE WHO WILL TURN THEIR
ABILITIES INTO THE WORK OF GOD, BUT SIMPLY

I THROUGH WHOM HE MAY POUR HIS MIGHTY
ER. CORINTHIANS 1:26 - 29)

[T, UNLIKELY WEAPONS - verse 4-7.40

GOLIATH WAS A FEARSOME SIGHT. «SAUL WAS PERFECTLY
WILLING FOR DAVID TO G0 OUT AND GET HIS “KILLING
N

IN OTHER CHAPTERS W

—DONE™ AND WAS EVENIWIbLING TO DONATE
@  ARMOR TO THE CAUSE! DAVID USED UTTERLY_UNCON
_%uﬁa_mgé TO ACCOMPLISH HIS VICTORY.,
ID GONE INTO COMBAT WITH THE USUAL ARMOR
OF WARFARE, HIS DEFEAT WOULD HAVE BEEN QUICK
AND EINAL. DAVID USED THE WEAPON WHICH WAS

e AMdAR—FO—-HLY AND WHICH HAD DELIVERED HIM
FROM PAST CRISIS. IT WAS SOMETHING HIS_ENEMY

ANSWER IS CLEAR ER VERSES IN
THE BIBLE. GOLIATH WAS ONE OF A FAMILY OF
FIVE &NORMOUS.MEN, PERHAPS THE LAST VESTIGES
FubGLGANTLC RACE KNOWN AS THE ANAKIM WHTCH
SRAEL HAD ENCOUNTERED AND OVEétUME-TN'THEIR
CONQYTSE oF CANAAN (COMBARE JosHua 11:22
AND AMUEL 21:15-22) DAVID HAD NO FEAR OF
MISSING WITH HIS FIRST STONE. | THINK HE WAS
PREPARED TO BATTLE WITH THE WHOLE—FAMILY IF
SUCH WAS NECESSARY, [HERE IS A GREAT LESSON

@»  FOR THE PEOPLE OF (GOD IN THIS_CHAPTER WHEN
COMPARED WITH I%E£%$6E;u+ﬁ9§t%%%%§é; IN THE
WORLD IN WHICH ) AN DOES NOT
RELY UPON THE MEAPQNS_QFTHEWQRLD TO ACCOMPLISH
~SBIRITUAL GOALS. WHAT ARE OUR WEAPONS AGAINST

ODLESSNESS AND EVIL

*\\h____________________________________________‘//
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@ THE VERY SAME THAT JESUS USED IN HIS EARTHLY

MINISTRY - THE IRRESISTIBLEE§%§E§Q§=%%% USED
IN THE POWER OF AGGRESSIVE H
WEAPONS RELEASE THE RESOURCES OF THE (OD OF
HEAVEN ON THE FIELD OF SPIRTTUAL CONFLICT

ENABLING GOD'S PEOPLE TO GO FORWARD IN POWER.

[T, AN UNITKELY WARFARE

AS WE HAVE ALREADY SAID, PHYSICALLY SPEAKING,
DAVID WAS NO_MATCH FOR_GOLIATH. BUT THE NAME
OF GOD WAS AT STARE, JHE-GLORY..OF (0D AND NOT

WAS DAVID'S PRIMARY INTEREST.
‘ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁgﬁ;§§£§§§§=ééﬁ¥; AND WOULD VINDICATE HIS
HOLY NAME BEFORE THE WORLD. OWEVER, WHEN WE
GO FORTH IN THE NAME OF GOD TO BRING HONO?
AND GLORY TO HIM WE MUST DORéIQEEﬁE%AX HERE
IS NO WAY WE CAN DO THE WO IN THE
ENERGY OF THE FLESH. (OD DOES NOT WORK THROUGH

THE SCHEMINGS ANDHQE¥%%%%Q? OF MEN. E ANTS
S—PEOPEE-T0-D0 HIS N . (COMPARE
) THE CHRISTIAN IS IN MORTAL

ITH A_EQ.E.WHO IS INFINITELY SUPERIOR

OF TO_ THE HRISTIAN WHO
SeEke TM s "WILES
OR METH RE DECEIT AND UR MERE

STRENGTH IS NO MATCH FOR THE_WELL ORGANIZED
FORCES OF AN UN N AR [ -
PRESIDED OVER BY OATAN HIMSELE. ACCORDING
TO THESE VERSES THERE_ARE DIFFERENTRANKS IN
. THERE, AS THERE IS GOVERN-
MENTAL RANK AND QRDER AMONG GOD'S CREATURES,
SO WITH SATAN. (OUR ONLY HOPE OF OVERCOMING
HIM IS TO PUT ON THE ADEQUATE_-ARMOR MENTIONED
IN THESE VERSES. [HE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY IS
NOT ONE MAN'S ABILITY OVERCOMING THE DOUBT AND
RELUCTANCE OF ANOTHER, IT IS THE MINISTRY OF
THE HOeY—SRIRLT- TAKING THE WORD oF GOD AND
BRINGING SPIRITUAL TO THOSE WHO ARE
SPIRITUALLY DEAD. [HE GOOD SOLDIER OF JESUS
CHRIST HAS NO AUTHORITY OF HIS OWN, NO POWER
OF HIS OWN, IT IS ALL DELEGATED TOo HIM. ONE
™ QF THE PRESSING PROBLEMS IN THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST IS THE FAILURE OF PROFESSING CHRISTIANS
TO UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF THE CONFLICT IN
WHICH WE ARE ENGAGED.

. A
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VICTORY IS NOT WON BY ORGANIZATIONAL OR |
ADMINISTRATIVE METHODS BUT BY SPIRITUAL ACTIVITY:

IV. AN UNITKFLY WINNER - verse 50

To sAY THAT DAVID WAS AN IN THIS CONFLICT
WOULD BE AN ! VID WAS THE
OMLY-PERSQN ON THAT BATTLEFIELD WHO BELIEVED

HE WQULD WIN THE BATTLE §Y Gop's GRACE. No ONE
ELSE HIM ' 1 AM SURE, THAT TO0

ELSE HIM TQ
THE N YE, IT COOKS LIKE THE
COLLECTIVELY AND CHRISTIANS ARE

LOSING BADLY._ EVIL IS LARGE, LOUD, AND SEEMINGLY
JINVINCIBIE, T[HE GOLIATH'S OF THIS WORLD

STRUT, AND BOAST, AND_BLASPHEME GOD WITH NO
APPARENT CONSCTOUS+ [H ILDREN OF THE LIVING

GOD ARE LAUGHED AT AND SCORNED AND IT_SEEMS

THAT_COURAGE IS LACKING EVERYWHERE. THE CHRISTIAN

NEEDS TO REMEMBER THAT WE ARE ALWAYS DEFEATED

WHEN WE APPROACH THE CONFLICT OF THE AGES WITH
ONS. RESPONDING TO OUR OLD NATURE,

THE PHILOSOPHIES OF THE WORLD THE POWER OF FORCE

MANY OF WHICH SEEM TO B Y EXPEDIENTS

WILL ULTIMATELY FAIL. IN LARGE

MEASURE IS ARRA¥D.IN :

[T GOES FORTH PREACHING.A-MESSAGE_OF PSYCHOLOGY

GRACE OF tOD, REPENTANCE, REGENERAILLON, AND

HAT IS WHY THE CHURCH IS_
IN THE WoRt=B. [1EN HAVE ALWAYS DONE VALIANTLY
WHEN THEY PUT THE GLORY _OF (GOD FOREMOST IN
THEIR LIVES:. |HE CHURCH ALWAYS FAILS WHEN SHE
IS CONCERNED ABOUT HER OWN EXPANSION AND NOT
THE GLORY OF_(GoD. GOD IS NOT INTERESTED IN
HUMAN GREATNESS BUT RATHER THE HONOR AND GLORY
OF HIs DEAR SoN! MAY THE CHURCH OF JESUs,CHRIST
ODAY BE JEALOUS FOR THE GOOD_NAME OF GOD’S
oN, Jesus CHRIST! (Joun 1:13)




ROBERT K., SPRADLING JANUARY 4, 1981
A M,
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?Q\V—SL
o THE FOLLY OF FOOLS (9 §%

I

IN MEDIEVAL TIMES, EVERY KING'S COURT HAD AN
OFFICIAL ENTERTAINER KNOWN AS_A_COURT JESTER,
OR E0OL, THE TERM " " 1S STILL USED IN
EVERYDﬁY LANGUAGE IN . A_ERIVOIQUS OR JESTING
JAY, HOWEVER, JESUS GAVE A qgiNING ABOUT THE

—

WORD WHICH HAS SOBERED MANY: & BuT [ SAY unTO
YOU, THAT WHOSOEVER IS ANGRY WITH HIS BROTHER
WITHOUT A CAUSE SHALL BE IN DANGER OF THE
JUDGEMENT: AND WHOSOEVER SHALL SAY TO HIS
BROTHER RACA, SHALL BE IN DANGER OF THE
COUNSEL: BUT WHOSOEVER SHALL SAY,. THOU FOOL,
SHALL BE IN DANGER OF HELL-FIRE.:)--“--—-
(MATTHEW 5:22) THE CONTEXT OF THIS CHAPTER
INDICATES THAT OUR LORD WAS SPEAKING OF THE
DANGER OF BEING LANGRY WITH OTHERS. THE MAN
WHO PERMITS ANGER TO WELL UP IN HIS HEART BY
CALLING ANOTHER MAN A FOOL IS ON DANGEROUS

— ~GROUND, HOWEVER, THERE IS-AN.Q.'}'.H.ER_LISA&E OF
' THE TERM FOOL IN THE BIBLE, T REFERS TO A
PERSON WHO IS CHARACTERIZED AS FOOLISH OR

MULSE. As A MATTER_OF FACT, GOD CALLED A MAN
A FOOL IN . |THERE WAS NO ANGER

INVOLVED IN (GOD'S DECLARATION HE WAS SIMPLY
~STATING THE_EACT THAT A CERTAIN MAN LIVED
MERY—EQQLI-SH-LLEE H ABOUNDS

EITH WARNINGS ABBUT FOOLI?H BEHAVIOUR OR CONDUCT,
OR EXAMPLE, IN PROVERBS /:7/FF SOLOMON WARNED
HIS SONS OF THE DANGER OF HARLOTRY AND THE

UTTEE FOOLISHNESS OF SUCH CONDUCT. |HROUGHOUT
THE PSALMS THE TERM APPEARS AND FOOLISH CONDUCT

IS DESCRIBED. IQDAY, WITHIN OF TE
CHAPTERS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, Al O Tol.
RECORD OF WHO WERE CALLED QOLS.
IN THE FIRST INST;%CE; AMAN'S WIFE CALLED HIM
A FOOL, {N THE SECONI&W
A FOOL. I[N THE THIRD D 0
~-HLS-SOLDIERS A_EQO[,
o 1. THE CONTEMPTOUS FOOL: NABAL - I SamueL 25:25
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THIS CHAPTER OPENS WITH THE
FOR MANY YEARS, THE NATION HAD BEEN BL
~> WITH THE WISDOM AND QODLY EXAMPLE OF T
MAN., HIS VERY PRESENCE HAD A=Go
. WHEN HE DIED, THE

ESSED
HIS

NATION PLUNGED INTQ.MOURNING: [HEY GAVE HIM

RITES AND WONOUR-WORILY OF SU
OMPARETHE DEATH OF Jo

= RICE)., AFTER THE DEATH O

AVID RETURNED TO THE FAMILIA

CH A
-NNON
L

4

"HE SUPPORTED HIMSELF BYFEE%%55¥#§§ THE OUTLYING
HERDS AND POSSESSIONS 0O =00 FROM MARAUDING
RAIDERS: SINCE DAVID AND HIS MEN HAD PROTECTED

HIS COUNTRYMEN FROM SUCH RAIDS, IT WAS
AND_CUST FOR ES

THE
TO
TO

SRATERG-BUSINE SSMEN
ACKNOWLED( SERVICE BY CONTRIBU!INQ
JP ' ECAUSE OF

oD'S GOODNESS AND DAVID'S PROTECTION,
HAD ENJOYED A RECORD YEAR OF PROFIT IN

ABAL
HIS

EUSINESSD INSTﬁAD OF BEING GRATEFUL TO BOTH
OD AND UAVID, WABAL-RESORTED TO_INSULT_AND

._SNEEEE BITH REFERENCE TO DAvID'S"MEN.  To
IGNORE DAVID'S CONTRIBUTION TO HIS PROSPERITY

. WAS A-BREACH.QF ETHIES ON NABAL'S PART

. AS

A MATTER OF FACT, NABAL RELEGATED DAVID TO THE

POSITION OF : AND THEN CALLED HI

BEARING, -IM
INDEPENDENT ATTITUDE 1S OBNOXIOUS TO
"WHO ARE REQUIRED TO LIVE NEAR THEM,
MATTER OF FACT, NABAL LIVED ONLY FOR T
NCRE A . SOMEONE HAS SA

THAT THERE AR _##"::=ﬂ5&=ﬁsﬁg?=ﬁﬁﬁiﬁi

1)GREATNESS OF POSSESSTONS REATNE

4

HOSE
S A
HE

By

@
6

D’n.
&2

DOL 3)GREATNESS OF_IHINKING (4)GREATNESS OF
.+ THIS-HAS TO DO WITH GREATNESS OF

CHARACTER AND ONE MIGHT WELL SAY THERE

IS NO

““GREATNESS WITHOUT THIS KIND, MUST CONFESS

THAT THE CONTRAST IN CHARACTER BETWEEN
AND ABIGAIL _BOTHERED ME FOR MANY YEARS

A?AL

WONDERED HOW A WOMAN OF SUCH_GRACE AND_WISDOM
COULD EVER HAVE GOTTEN HOOKED UP WITH A

/™  CHARAC IKE NABAL! T IS NOT LIKELY THAT SHE
“MARRIED HIM FOR HIS WEALTH -- THOUGH ['M SURE

SOME HAVE DONE SUCH 1IN HISTORY.
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THE ONLY RE LE ANSWER SEEMS TO BE
THAT IN THEéggﬁig OFTEN MARRIAGES WERE

ANGED, BY FAMILIES IN SUCH A WAY THAT
THE CHILDREN HAD NQ_SAY OR .CHOICE IN THE
MATTER. AND YET, IN EXPERJENCE, IT S
AMAZING _HOW MANY

AL! _GODLY WOMEN OF_GRACE AND

=CHARM WITH IDEAL

L
ONLY FQR _THENSELYES, THEIR , AND THEIR
POSSESSIONS, [HIS POOR MAN NEVER DID REALIZE
- MOST VALUABEE ASSET -IN-LIFE-WAS HTS
DLY WEEE! WHEN THE TEN YOUNG MEN RETURNED
TO DAVID S CAMP BEARING NABAL'S STINGING

EBUKE, 1T WAS MORE THAN DAYID COULD STAND.
MMEDIATELY, DAVID_ARMED AND PREPARED

To ATTACK NABAL, DAVID'S ANGER IS~!£%§ﬁ§E$g%é§LE
BUT NOT . |HE MAN WHO HAD B
HOSTIL?%I S WOULD NOW NOT TOLERATE
INSULTING WORDS TONﬁTMSELF OR HIS MEN. SIMPLY
STATED, DAVID'S PRIDE HAD BEEN WOUNDED, _HE

[T WA BT BMENT OF
RAGE, DAVID HA
PRINCIPLE, NAMELY, T

EVEN THE LIFE OF A MAN LIKE L. HEN WORD
CAME TO_ABIGAIL OF | S GROSS QISCOUBIESY
TOWARD DAVID, IMMEDIATE SHE TOOK PS TO
RECTIFY THE SITUATION., SHE ACKNOWLEDGED THE
FACT THAT HER HUSBAND WAS = D,

A-EQUL-TEMPERE
MAN Of-lO-REASQN. As A MATTER OF FACT, THE
WORD NABAL IN ONE VERSION MEANS:
ng Davip commﬂ%‘i‘g‘f
TIFY OR RATIONALIZE HIS ANGER BY REHEARSING

THE FACT THAT FOR MONTHS HE HAD GUARDED THE
FLOCKS OF NABAL, PRESERVED THE SAFETY OF HIS
POSSESSIONS, AND NOW WHEN HE ASKED A SMALL
FAVOR IN RETURN HE RECEIVED A=—GHURELSH-REPLY,
WHICH HE WOULD NOT TOLERATE. IN ABIGAIL, WE
SEE A WOMAN OF GREAT BBAULY, JACI, AND

-JNIELLEQIuALAM&ung . ANY OTHER MAN WOULD HAVE

EEN GRATEFUL TO GOD FOR SUCH A COMPANION,

ER £ORRECT—ARRRALSAL AND ANALYSIS OF HER
HUSBAND'S CHARACTER IS_THE BASIS FOR OUR
CONSIDERATION TODAY. THE SPIRITUAL QUALITY OF
ABIGAIL IS REFLECTED IN THE FACT THAT SHE POINTED
OUT TO THE KING THAT HE COULD NOT SEEKCﬁEE%ﬁEE
FOR HIMSELF, HE MUST LEAVE THAT TO GOD.
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DaviD’s ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE FACT THAT SHE
SAVED HIM FROM A HORRIBLE CRIME IS GRATILEXING,

P Y WHEN SHE RETURNED HOME, SHE FOUND HER HUSBAND

STUPOR. HEN SHE INFORMED HIM
OF THE SITUATION FROM WHICH SHE HAD SAVED

HE SIMPLY DIED O OC| MNap ATV

__ggﬂlug_aul_galﬁf ONLY MEN LIKE SAMUEL WHOSE
CIVES HAVE BEEN A GODLY EXAMPLE, AN ACTIVE

INFLUE?CE FOR GOOD, ARE MOURNED OVER WHEN THEY

DIE, STING THAT NABAL'S
WOULD SQON BECOME HIS-—WEALTHYSWEDOW AND ﬁA¥LD§S
SMWLEE , HE WORLD IS FILLED WITH MEN LIKE NABAL

WHO HAVE NO_INT T IN OR REGARD FOR ANYONE

BUT THEMSELVES. s La_umunﬁﬁggn
AND.NQI_MLSSED (1= “*EIf*ﬁbaF VERSE IS

NO QNDON !l. THE DIBLE SHOWS THAT
SENSUALITY WAS DAVID'S BESETTING SIN, HERE
WERE CERTAIN THINGS WHICH GoD PEBM;IIED APART
FROM JUDGEMENT BUT WHICH WERE STILL WRONG, IN
THE SIGHT OF GOD, EVEN THOUGH MEN_OF PROMINENCE
LIKE AVID COMMITTED SUCH SINS. —] :

.____LQMQN_WHO FOLLOWED HIS FATHER SJuwaLaﬁ_ggggg;E
[I. THE JEALOUS FOOL: SAUL -- I SaAmueL 26:21

THIS CHAPTER RECORDS THE“FENAE-OCCASEON IN WHICH
SAUL AND DAVID WOULD(EVER )MEET. SAUL WOULD
SOON DIE, WITH HIS SONS, ON THE HILLS OF
IN SHAME AND MILITARY DISGRACE. IN THIS
CHAPTER, ONCE AGAIN, WE SEE THE‘UPﬁ‘KND DOWNS
8 UL'S ATTITUDE TOWARD DAvID, HIsS
R. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE TYPE PERSONALITY
TORMENTED HIM ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE,
' IN THOSE EARLY DAYS, SAUL SEEMED |,
LEA TO HAVE YOUNG DAVID NEAR HIM. DAvVID'S
S IN BATTLE ALONG_WITH HIS-MUSICAL
ABILITY AND LQYALTY TO SAUL TO THE
KING, THEN CAME THAT MEMORABLE AS THEY
RETURNED FROM MILITARY-EXPIDITION AND SAUL
HEARD THE CHANT OF THE LADIES ALONG THE
' §TREETS OF JERUSALEM. FROM THAT DAY FORWARD,
AUL WAS_NEVER THE_ SAME TOWARD DAVID. THEN

TOO THERE WAS THE UNUSUAL RELATIONSHIP OF
DAvID To JONATHAN,
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THIS MUST HAVE ANGERED SAUL AS A MAN OF FEW
FRIENDS IS OFTEN JEALOUS OF A PERSON WITH
MANY. [T NEVER OCCURED TO SAUL THAT DAviD

WAS HIS GREATEST _ERIEND AND THE MONSTEROUS

JEALOUSY AND PRIDE WHICH MADE HIM SUCH A

MISERABLE-MAN WAS TOTALLY OF HIS OWN DOING.

SAUL'S_SUSPICIOUS NATURE BROUGHT SORROW AND

SADNESS INTO HIS OWN LIFE AND THE LIVES OF

ALL AROUND HIM, ON THIS OCCASION, SAUL

FACED THE FACT THAT DAVID COULD HAVE TAKEN HIS

LIFE BUT DID NOT AND PERHAPS FOR THE FIRST TIME
IT DAWNED ON SAUL THAT HIS SUSPICION OF

DAVID WAS UTTERLY FOOLISH AND UNFOUNDED. (N

THAT OCCASION, SAUL CRIED OUT IN DISPAIR:

-4 . HOWEVER, THE DIE HAD
EEN CAST AND THERE WAS NO TURNING BACK FOR
AUL, HE cOULD NEVER UNDO THE DAMAGE HE HAD

ALREADY DONE TO ISRAEL SPIRITUALLY AND TO

HIMSELF PSYCHOLQGLCALLY, (THERE IS ONE

thTERE TING COMPARISON IN THESE TWO CHAPTERS,
HERE DAVID WAS READLY TO TAKE NABAL'S HEAD

WITH A SWORD, BY CONTRAST HE WAS CONTENT TO

LEAVE THE CONTROVERSY BETWEEN HIMSELF AND

SAUL WITH GOoD AND DID NOT LOOK UPON THIS

EXPERIENCE _AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO AVENGE HIS

\ADVERSARY )éfé‘z

IIT., THE CARELESS FOOL: ABNER -- II SamueL 3:33
THE BooK OF I SAMUEL CLOSES-

AND HI . ESAULS
ADVISOR AND WARRIOR WAS A MAN NAMEDZABNER.
AFTER SAl DEATH, ABNER SOUGHT TO PUT SAUL'S
ON, _LSHROSHELH> ON THE THRONE, HOWEVER,
ISHBOSHETH WAS ,A_WEAK PUPPET IN THE HANDS OF
ABNER AND AFTER FIVE YEARS OF MILITARY WARFARE,
ﬁBNER_NQN BACK MUCH OF THE LQSILIEEBLIQEY-
OWEVER, EVEN THOUGH HIj FORCES WERE MORE
NUMEROUS THAN THOSE IN JUDAH HIS BEST SOLDIERS
WERE STILL NO_MATCH FOR THE 60 CK TROOPS
N UAVID'S PERSONAL COMMAND. AS TIME WENT ON,
AVID BEGAN TO INCREASE IN POWER. (II SAMUEL 2
TE E STORY OF AN ETWEEN THE FORCES
N OF ND THE FORCES O TO SETTLE SOME
OF E M AR ORES BY A KIND : SEN:
—TIVECDUEY. BETWEEN-THO-COMPANEES OF TWELVE MEN
___FROM EACH SIDE, HOWEVER, WHEN THEY WERE ALL
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SLAIN A FIERCE BATTLE ENSUED BETWEEN
~  FORCES AND_ABNER ELED FOR HIS LIFE.

wHOo WAS DAVID' ¢ F i3
R () = [ = \
ABNER REALIZED HIS F "IN DISARAY
HE SET OUT ON FOOT _P@RSUED BY ASAHEL. ABNER
BEGGED HIM NOT TO FOLLOW AND WARNED THAT HE
WOULD KILL HIM IF HE CONTINUED ON AFTER ABNER.
HOWEVER, THIS WAS ALL TO NO AVAIL AND ASAHEL

KILL EENER

WAS_KILLED BY ABNER. JOAB VOWED TO
EQR_IHE_DEAIH_OE_HLS_BRQIHEB, S WENT
?Y AND A QUARREL ERRUPTED BETWEEN BNER AND
SH

BOSHETH OVETQ%EgggﬁNL OUNDED IN PRIDE
G 10 JAVID HIS RENENEB
ALLEGIANCE , ABNBR=MADE=QVERTURES TO UAVID
_TO-_TRANSEER=AELEGIANCE, AFTER TESTS OF HIS
INCERITY, A FEAST WAS GIVEN IN HONOR OF
iBNER. KT"THE_EEEST; JOAB WAS NOT PRESENT
BUT WAS OUT ON A MILITARY EXPEDITION. WHEN
HE RETURNED PREMATURELY AFTER ABNER LEFT HE
SENT A MESSAGE‘UNﬁER‘ﬁnVID S NAME AND ME
EIGNING“A:
DAE

TABBED

4

PRIVATE AND SECRE CONVERSA%ION
M : O 11\ 0

= E
: AT JOAB WOULD
QNES, HE WAS UNAWARE OF
THE DEEP IN JOAB'S HEART AND WAS

UNAWARE OF HI ) el LN UTSIDE

—ACCIDENT. HISTORY RECORDS THAT THERE WERE pd
THREE_CITIES ON EACH SIDE OF THE JORDAN RIVER
MIGHT LIVE WHO HAD ACCIDENTLY

KILLED OTHERS OR WHO HAD TAKEN LIFE ON THE

F1ELD  OF COMBﬁ;ANéggﬁEﬁéghSPECIFIED THAT IN

SUCH CASES OF ¥ » A PERSON FROM THE

FAMILY OF THE SLAlN_ﬁlQIlM,COULD AVENGE THE
+~DEATH OF THE DEAD. OWEVER, THE LAW STATED

THAT IF A MEMBER OF THE FAMILY COULD REACH THE

PERSON GUILTY OF ACCIDENTAL MANSLAUGHTER,

WITH AN ARROW OR _SPEAR OR -SWORB, HE COULD

' OWEVER, THE PERSON WAS

«» SAFE AS LONG AS HE STAYED INSIDE THE WALLS OF
' THE CITY OF REFUGE UNTIL THE-H#6H-PRIEST DIED.
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HAD STAYED INSIDE THﬁ CITY WALLS
o ERE WAS ABSOLUTELY | COULD HAVE
DONE.. L
HE POINT OF THIS STORY IS QBVIOUS:

iHERE KRE HOSTS=OE=PFOREE- JUST %IKE BNER_WHO
L _ A.EQQ% L DI
==

AR TH| “ETY~ | HOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
“WH®" HAVE HEARD THE_(GOSPEL, AND KNOW THE WAY OF

SALVATION AND THE IMPORTANCE OF_BEING SAVED

LIKE ABNER WILL MISCALCULATE+—FHEY-PLAN TO

GET RIGHT . TAKE ALL
i INTQ _VIEW, TSTHE TIME
OF HIS DEATH, B“ER THOUGHT £V

__GONE=] E WAS ACCEPTED BY DAVID AND

FOR RST TIME IN HIS LIFE ASSOCIATED
WITH A MAN WHO MIGHT APPRECIATE HIS WORTH

- AS_A MILITARY STRATEGIST AND WARRIOR. |HE
SADDNESS IN DAVID'S HEART WAS THAT ABNER DIED

1T O

NG WA
__________ 3=
e p

"/ WITHOUT WARNING AND UNLIKE A SOLDIER.
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THE POINT OF THIS STOﬁY IS THAT ABNER DID A
VERY FOOLISH THING, HE MISCALCULATED WHEN HE
BELIEVED THAT JOAB WOULD LET BYGONES BE
BYGQNES, HE WAS UNAWARE OF THE DEEP REVENGE

IN JOAB'S HEART AND WAS UNAWARE OF HIS OWN

ERIL IN COMING OUTSIDE THE CITY OF HEBRON,
EEBRQN WAS A CITY OF REFUGE AND ABNER WAS
NOT LIVING THERE BY ACCIDENT, HISTORY RECORDS
THAT THERE WERE THREE CITIES ON EACH SIDE OF
THE JORDAN RIVER WHERE PEOPLE MIGHT LIVE WHO HAD
ACCIDENTALLY  KILLED OTHERS o¥ WHO HAD TAKEN
LIFE ON THE FIELD OF COMBAT., IHE LAW SPECIFIED
THAT IN SUCH CASES OF MANSLAUGHTER, A PERSON
FROM THE FAMILY OF THE SLAIN VICTIM COULD
AVENGE THE DEATH OF THE DEAD., HOWEVER, THE
LAW STATED THAT IF A MEMBER OF THE FAMILY
COULD REACH THE PERSON GUILTY OF ACCIDENTAL
MANSLAUGHTER, WITH AN ARROW OR SPEAR OR SWORD,
HE COULD AVENGE THE DEATH. HOWEVER, THE PERSON
WAS SAFE AS LONG AS HE STAYED INSIDE THE WALLS
OF THE CITY OF REFUGE UNTIL THE HIGH PRIEST
DIED,
WALLS THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NOTHING JOAB COULD
HAVE DONE, ABNER DIED WITHIN REACH OF LEGAL
SAFETY, THE POINT OF THIS STORY IS QBVIOUS:
LHERE..ARE. LE .l ABNER

ﬁ%EégﬂigE_ELﬁgﬁ_gﬁ_ﬁﬁﬁﬁli. HOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
: EARD THE GOSPEL AND KNOW THE WAY OF
SALVATION AND THE IMPORTANCE OF_BEING SAVED
LIKE ABNER Wk . THEY PLAN TO

GET RIGHT{S '# ¥) BUT WILL FAIL TO TAKE ALL
OF THE CIR FANCES INTO VIFW* AI,IHF TIME

WITH A MAN WHO MIGHT APPRECIATE HIS WORIH
AS A MILITARYNSTRATEGIST AND WARRIOQR. HE
SADNESS IN DAVIQ'S HEART WAS THAT ABNER DIED

"\f‘eﬂk :n(."
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"WORTHY OF DEATH"
1 Kings 2:26

This is a strange titlie for a message from the Eible. Often
en, We nave heard folk remark—-He was mean and no good but he didn'T
’H!\ deserve to die like that." We will qualify what we mean a little
later on---for in a strict spiritual sense, all men are worthy
of death for we receive more grace and mercy from God than most
of us deserve.

Introduction to the Book of Kings. (Data in margin)

Tne bock begins with an ending--the close of the life of David.

Vel says "Now king Lavid was old..." He is about 70 yrs. but

many things nave happened to prematurely age David: (1) Life

hardness of military life, pressures of staying alive and ruling

a nation with internal and external problems, (2) Family

David nad many sons and the first 4 of them dimt violent deaths.

1. Ammon

2. Chileab--"like tne father" prob. looked like David.

3. #bsalom

L. Adoni jah

In these sons we will see David's greatest weskness., In his

fondness for his children, he was prone to wwerlook. In the

light of the text, we shall examine the lives of 3 men of whom

it couid be said, they were worthy or deserving of death, and
~ See the reasons why. The first of thisstrio was David's Lth

! son=—

I. ADONIJAH WAS WORTY OFUDEATH --1:5-7 L1-53; 2:13-25
From the first few verses of the first chapter of Kings we
learn a great deal about Adonijah:
A. Too Much Like His Brother Absalom--v,5
1. Mothers different but much in common.
Explain v,8 ref, to Yavid not tieir motrers.,
Absalom's mother from a wild mountain people and this
unpredictable and restlessness in Absalom. MZacah
2 Sam. 3:3
Adoni jah's mother was Haggith wanich literally meanms
"dancer" with some canjecture get anotner picture of
anotner son from another strange woman.
2. Appearance and wanner--"goodly" v.6
This is a reference not to ci.aracter but to appearance,
Prysically attractive,
B. Too Ambitious For His uwn Good
l. Exalted himsezf-- Lod exalted David.
2. "I will be king"--David had declared that Solomon would
’nq‘ be nis suecessor,
3. Big display of his person.,
C. Top Little “iscipline From His Parents—v.6

The word "displeased" means "pained, grieved, prevented
or challenged. Point is not tnat Adonijah was perfect,

N 0000 -/
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but that Lavid did not restrict him in his attitudes and
activities, David's fondness for his children clouded his
Judgment in disciplining them and blinded them as to their
faults.( Christians fall inot this easier than any other
trap., Iy kids are different-—smarter, better behaved, nothing
more repulsive than a doting parent who can see no wring in
tieir chbldreni )is+tLena—

D.

b.

Too kiuch of A Coward Yo Be a Good Leader --v.L9,50

The norns of the altar were projections at the L corners

of the altar wnere sacrifices were bound. They symbolize

place of grace and safety-=the sanctity and protection of
the Lord's house. Ex, 21:1); MNurders and rebels however
could find no safeth there,

Ve 52-- an act of grace and mercy on Solomon's part--gave
him another opportunity te prove himslef,

Too Crafty lNew And Decdtful In Spite of ris Promise--2:l3 ff

At first, it would appear tnat bolomon had made a harsh
Judgment on this man. “ut understand the backgrounds:

"In the kast no act is more directly associated with
suspicions of treason tran a subjects marrying or attempt-
ing to marry a widow of a deceased king." This act shows
the scheming of “donijah for even to marry a concubine of
king was regarded as an insult to the present king and an
uwillingness to submit to his authority. If adonijap were
seeking to lower Solomon in public opinion and exalt himsedf,
this would be a perfect way.

Wihy Adonijal worth of desth?%?7

e refused to submit to the king a;d was determined to gain
the crown any way possible, Treason ard Kebellion, There
cou«d be no peace in the kingdom until this was dealt wi the

II. JOAB WAS WORTHY UF DEATH 2:28«32

Joab was a strange man, Capable of great loyalty and yet

a more blood~thirsty, treaterous, jealous man never lived.

David warns Solomon about him befire his death, 2:6 I have

of ten wondered why David did not deal more firmly with Joab.

Two reasons:

(1) Joab son of Lavid's sister.

(2) voab was on the "inside" of Lavid's sceme to kill
Uriah-~how could Bavid deal with a murderer when he was
guilty of the same. Joab probably never let him for-
get it}

Joab kilied Abner. Jealously

Joab killed Absalom.

He was a murderer of long standing and well overdue to pay

for nis crimes. Solomon knew never be a day of peace in

Israel as long as Joab could roam freely.

III. SHIMEI WAS WORTHY UF DEATH-- 2:36-L}

Shikmel was one wino nad ridutuied and cursed Uavid before .

/



lesson was that he was of the family of Saul. 2 Sam. 16:5-12,
His hatred for David had smoldered thru the years, w“aul was
nis choice. *avid spared nis life but ne never trusted him.
(Interesting point==forgiveness something you can gain--but a

’ broken trust---never.) His Word Was uf No Value., Uld hatreds
ruled nis life.

Foint of tnis text:

we look at this trio and say--what horrible men, they were
bound to come to death living as theydid. &ach of them had

a common fault——-they rebelled against the kinge 7They refused
to be loyal to Solomon. %o you see a New Testament parallel??
There are just 2 classes of people in this world——those who xe
loyal to Jesus Christ--those whoaren'tl

All men are deserving of spiritual death., If Bad had sent
every man who ever lived to Hell he would have been justi-
fied in doing sol But though were worth of death and deserve
it=—=e promised grace and mercy to those who will come to
Jesus Christ. John 3:19
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LLEPROSY WAS A FEARED AND LOATHSOME DISEASE IN BIBLE
IMES, [HE_VICTIMs KNOWN AS THE LIVING DEAD,
S OF LEPROSY HAD BEEN MADE, .IHE

PROC IN THE DISLOCA+~
OF BONES FROM THEIR JOINTS, FINGERS, TOES, AND

LIMBS DROPPING OFF, THE ENT]JRE BODY A MASS OF
SBISSOEEEESNSAND. DECAY , IT MEANT SEP-

ARATION FROM THE REST OF SOCIETY, #M8 ISOLATION FOR
THE PATIENT. OF THIS DISEASE WAS SAD TO

BEHOLD, E WAS REQUIRED BY CEREMONIAL LAW TO RENT
HIS.CLOTHES, TO WALK WITH BARE AND UNCOVERED HEAD,
A_BANDAGE _ON_HIS _CHIN

~RERSON..APPROA,

»
L)

- ANLD _WHE B A -
CRY-OUT TulcrNARNlNﬁ__UNCLEAN,_UNcLEAﬁﬁg; ﬁPPARENTLY
THE LAWS OF PURIFICATION PERTAINING TO A LEPER WERE
NOT AS STRINGENT IN SYRIA AS IN ISRAEL BUT THERE
WERE ENQRMOUS PROBLEMS FOR EVERY PERSON KNOWN AS A
LEPER. IT BROUGHT A KIND OF.MISERY AND ERLSIRATION
WHICH MADE LIFE_NOT WORTH LIVING, GEIKIE IN HIS
#™ HOURS WITH THE BIBLE RELATES THE STORY OF A LEPER
WHO WROTE A LETTER DESCRIBING HIS PLIGHT. SO GREAT
WAS HIS! MISERY THAT HE ASKED TO RBURLED ALIVE-WHICH
SOME FRIENDS DID, APPARENTLY TO PUT HIM OUT OF HIS
MISERY! THE sSTORY oF NAMAN TOOK PLACE DURING THE

IFE AND MINISTRY OF THE ;
ﬁIS LIFE WAS CHARACTERIZED BY THEMEEM

IN THE _LIVES OF HIS PEOPLE. GREAT DEAL
IS KNOWN ABOUT ELIJAH THE GREAT FEARLESS PREACHING

PROPHET, BUT ELISHA'S MINISTRY WAS AS EQUALLY
EFFECTIVE.,

[, THE EXPLOITS OF NAAMAN-v. 1-7

THE FIRST FEW VERSES OF II KINGS 5 PROVIDE A
GRAPHIC DESCRIPTION OF NAAMAN.

A EHE ;E§§§§§ﬁ SIDE OF His LIFE -
THE Wor SUGGESTS MORE THAN SUCH A RANK IN

THE AMERICAN ARMY., IT IS COMPARABLﬁ TO A GENERAL OR
MORE ACCURATELY A CHIEF OF STAFF. NAAMAN'S WAS

™ PROBABLY THE i
HE HAD I TO THE KING HIMSELF., [|HE
TEXT ALSO REVEALS THAT NAAMAN WAS SUCCESSFUL IN HIS
MILITARY CAREER., [HIS FACT IS SUBSTANTIATED BY THE
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WORD "DELIMERANCE” SUGGESTING THAT SOME GREAT

. HAD MADE NAAMAN A_NATIONAL HERQ, LSO THE
/™, WORDEZ)CAPTIVE" SUGGESTS HIS SUCCESS IN RETURNING

FROM BATTLE WITH SPOILS. (RELATE CUSTOM OF
PILING GOODS AND GIVING THE RANKING MILITARY MEN_ THE
OF THE PILE PLUS THE CAPTIVES TO BE SLAVES,)
iN ONE SUCH MILITARY VICTORY, Aﬁhég%#$ﬁ%%%% FROM
SRAE[ BROUGHT TO BE_MRsS. NAAMA . THE
WORDnyﬁzxﬁn IN V, 2 IS AN OLDE ENGLISH WORD THAT
| MEANS™ "TQ_ATTEND, OR ACT AS A SERVANT.” OUR WORD
WAITER, WAITRESS AND WAITING RQOM COMES FROM THIS
IDEA. _ THIS INTRIGUES
us., ONE wouL BE BITIER AND UNFOR-

GIVING BECAUSE OF HER PLIGHT, £ﬁ:uﬁLJg*d WHO WANTS
TO WAIT ON SOMEONE ELSE AND BE A SLAVE? HOWEVER,

THE POINT OF THE PASSAGE IS THAT EVEN THOUGH SHE

WAS SHE

WAS CONCERNED FOR HER CAPIQR. LITTLE DID NAAMAN
REALIZE THAT THIS MAID WOULD BE THE

WWOULD USE TO COMPLETELY CHANGE His LIFE, AM

!IMPRESSED WITH THE FACT THAT GOD OFTEN USES "LITTLE
GS ° TO DRASTICALLY ALTER OUR LIVES. WE WOULD

iEXPECT GREAT AND MOMENTOUS THINGS, (GOD USUALLY

4™ WORKS THROUGH THE SMALL AND THE INSIGNIFICANT. THE
D HOW. TO BRING THE MESSAGE OF

JAWBONE _OF AN ASS,.
ENS.EXS’ME DON_T TELL.
' N ALL PROBABILITY IT

WILL NOT COME Rom.mg.mg YOU EXPECT OR-—EuiAY
YOU EXPECT. (RELATE GEORGE SLAVIN'S STORY OF HOW
HIS FATHER WAS SAVED IN THE HOSPITAL A FEW DAYS
BEFORE HE DIED.)

OUR_OWN DESIGNS!

%HE WORBQQE%%ATJ.HONORABL L SUGGESTS THAT NﬁAMAN WAS
. HE
REMINDS ME OF TH OF THE

SEVEN MENTIONED, ALL WERE MEN OF H;ﬁu_mQéAL_QHARAQIER
| AND INIEGRIIY PERHAPS BECAUSE, OF

THEDRISCIPLINE
REQUIRED IN MILITARY LIFE. E ARE KIDDING OUR-
SELVES IF WE EVER EXPECT HIGH-MORALLTY. FROM AN
MNDISCIPLINED-GENERATION-IT WILL NOT AND CANNOT BE!)
IN SPITE OF HIS HIGH MORAL STANDARDS IN LIFE HE
™ WAS STILL.AN_A%%EESEEEIHE LESSING OF GOD THRQUGH
et b 1S COVENANTS... . |HIS IS ANOTHER BIBLICAL
EXAMPLE OF THE FACT THAT HIGH MORALITY CANNOT AND

: THE
AND "THINGS™ OF THAT NATURE.?

,
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DOES NOT SAVE FROM SIN, IT IS COMMENDABLE AN?

DESIRABLE BUT IT DOES NOT GET ONE INTO HEAVE
' IN LIKE

FASHION JMORALLIY. IS.NOT _ARLE TO DEAL WITH SIN!

THE LI 'BUT_HE WA§_A_LEEﬁRV CHANGES THE
ENTIRE PICTURE CONCERNING NAAMAN. HE WAS THE
MILITARY VICTOR BUT A_VEEEIM HIMSELF. HE WAS_MFSHEY
BUT_MLSERABLE . E HAD ) MEN _IN HIGH
POLTTICAL PLACES, BUT IT COULD NOT HELP HIS LEPROSY,
HE HAD THEJﬂﬁﬂﬂzuLiuLxusEnnumLzumuu BUT IT COULD
NOT HELP HIS CONDITION, EVEN THOUGH HE WAS NOT A

SOCIAL OUTCAST AS LEPERS WERE IN ISRAEL, NO AMOUNT

COULD COMPENSATE FO Al TRAGEDY. IN_HIS
LLFE, EEEE%:EI&:EEEIEﬂég, ﬁAAMAN HAD TO FACE THE
~HE-.CARRIED..A DISEASE WHICH DOOMED HIM TO

FACT THA

I?EAI.H :FHIS FACT CQLQE-ED—EMEBXIHJ.NE_ELSLH.LJ].LD.
HIS CHAPTER IS ONE OF LOD' s REMIND RS THAT MEN
) M e

OUTSIDE OF CHRIST ARE DOOMED Now! (JoWn 3:
SENTENCE OF DEATH HAS ALREADY BEEN PRONOUNCED

AND THEY CARRY A MORAL _VIRUS IN THEIR SYSTEM CALLED
SIN. IHE ONLY CURE_FOR THIS DREAD MALADY-1S

_DIVINE IN NATURE. [HE FACT' OF MAN'S SPIRITUAL

CONDITION SHOULD MAKE HIM AWARE OF HIS NEED OF
DIVINE GRACE.,

I, THE EXPECTATION OF NAAMAN-v. 9-13

NAAMAN DID WHAT_EthILCALLX_EQNEREUL AND _INELUENCIAI
PEOPLE WOULD DO, HE USED HIS INFLUENCE WITH THE, KING

T0 OBTAIN A LETTER TO T KING _OF ]SRAEI

TO.SECURE THE _SERVICES OF | . WHEN THE LETTER
WAS BROUGHT TO THE KING OF [SRAEL IT PROVOKEB A
VIOLENT REACTION-V. /,

AI _ 2 9 10
IN THE ONE_MET ANDJ&EQELMEE_A GUEST

. 1T wAs
OBVIOUS IN THIS SITUATI N THAT NAAMAN WAS NOT GIVEN
THE Vaphteaed REAIMENT . AFTER ALL, HE WAS-A.EQOREIGN
REATMENT! NAAMAN WAS USED TO GIVING ORDERS AND
HAVING MEN DO HIS WILL, ADD INSULT TO INJURY,
ELISHA DID NOT APPEAR AT THE DOOR OF HIS HOUSE BUT
RATHER SENT A MESSENGER TO GIVE INSTRUCTIONS TO

‘\\‘-____________________________________________________‘//
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NAAMAN, IN NAAMAN’S EYES THE INSTRUCTIONS WERE
SILLY, _HE HAD MADE A LONG JOURNEY TO HEAR A MAN

 MAKE AT T0 DO.A.RLDLCUIOUS ACT,

SHOULD HAVE BEEN IMPRESSED WITH THE
/’,EEEEEEQE:QE:KEEEFN*§*Kﬁ§rVA +..BUT_HE_WASN T!
LISHA KNEW THAT BEFORE NAAMAN COULD EVER BE CURED

> E MUST TAKE THE PLACE OF_A_CONDEMNED MAN. IF
AAMAN WAS NOT WILLING TO OBEY THE_SIMPLE INSTRUGC-"

_%kQNS_Qf;fAl{ﬂ_HE COULD NEVER BE CLEANSED,
PPLICATION

THE BROVOCATION OF THE SITUATION-V,. 11
%HE TEXT USES THE WORE._HRD;H.AND_RAEE" TO DESCRIBE

QAAMAy S REACIION TO CELISHA S INSTRUCTIONS. HE

Hgizﬂflugﬂﬁﬂib SUGGESTS THE ALTERNATE TRANSLATION OF
IT BE THAT NAAMAN. HAD ALREADY

HE-ARRLVED..A :

E KNEW HOW SYRIA WMCIANS SANG THEIR INCANTATIONS
AND WENT THROUGH PAGAN_RlIUALS DEALING WITH DISEASE,

HE FORGOT, HOWEVER; ﬁHAI.NQNE.QE.IHLS.RLIHALJ#MI
AAMAN WAS SO INSULTED WITH
@ ELISHA"S HANDLING 'OF THE ENTIRE SITUATION THAT HE
gégigg§£g¥%. HE DID NOT SEE HIMSELF AS A
HAD NEVER DAWNED ON NAAMAN THAT L OF
| HIS ATTEMPTED CURES HAD BROUGHT NQ_RESULZLS. T I8
INTERESTING TO OBSERVE THAT HUMAN NATURE CALLS FOR

_DLSELAX ANI RLLL TO DEAL WITH SIN, HINK OF THE
LOMMON _CURES.- TO THE PROBLEM OF SIN, NONE OE
HICH QRKC

€L OBSERVE THE GOLDEN
ULE, ANﬁMEN%s, E% SM AND CHURCH
MBERSHIPS??E MORALITY (H) THE HOLY_HOPE-SO

| "~THESE PEOPLE EXPECT TO SNEAK
‘ THROUGH THE GATE AT THE.LAST.MOMENT,
REAeel CARE AT WE . THINK ABOUT _SALVATION E IS

INTERESTED IN THEmREAL=GURE FOR OUR SINS AND HAS
MADE IT_.SIMPLE,.EASY AND.CLEAR., [0 BE SURE, IT

2 BUT THEY CANNOT DENY THE FACT THAT qz)
works? (I Corin, 1:21)

=¥, 12
NOTI ?ﬁﬁﬁﬂéﬂﬁésép THE WORD hBETTER AND THE WORD
ALL". NAAMAN COULDN'T UNDERSTAND WHY IT WA
™ NECESSARY TO GO AND DIP IN THENEQEEEEEEEEQEEELMEB
WHEN THERE WERE_MUCH CLEANFR A IN

SYRIA.- AND HE MENTIONS TWO. AS A MATTER OF FACT,
THESE TWO RIVERS WERE BETTER THAN ALL THE RIVERS
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IN IsRAEL., NAAMAN'S PHI%OSOPHY WAS THAT ONE_RIVER
LS-A-S-E@.QD—AS—ANQIH.EB N FACT, THE.CLE WATER
0

Vi F THE SYRIAN.RIVERS WAS_MUCH PRFFERRFD A
APREALING. TO NAAMAN

ND.MORE
. [HIS VERSE SHOWS THE LENGTHS
TO WHICH_MEN WILL GO Iﬁ-AMﬂl;LIEUJMLJmﬂMLJiMl_SAXS
I0.D0. ECRET TO NAAMAN'S CLEANSING WAS IN
HIS LENCE TO. AND NOT IN THE RIVER. HOWEVER,
THERE IS SOM -ING IN THE MEANING OF
THE_WORD T LITERALLY MEANS "THE.PLACE-QF
ATHLOR SFHREMENT N THIS RESPECT, IT IS A PICTURE
OF ALVARY S CROSS, THERE ARE MANY PEOPLE WHO SAY
AS GOOD_AS ANOTHER, ONE RELIGION
.;iJkE_ﬁQQDuAﬁ_AﬂQIHEBz AS_LONG AS_YOU ARE_SINCERE)
JHIS APPROACH CIMPLETELY MISSES THE SIGNIFICANCE
.OF REDEMPTION IN THE P . THE _NATURAL
;ﬁ%m IS BORN WITH A PREDJUDICE -AGAINST THE GOSPEL,
IS BORN WITH HIS BACK TOWARD GoD, _HIS NATURAL
INCLINATION. IS TQ. HIDE_AND.-RUN.FROM.GOD. RATHER..
“THAN-TURNING-TO-HIM, TT IS ONLY BY GOD’S GRACE
THAT MEN ARE CLEANSED FROM SIN,

FoRTUNKTELY

™ THEIR MASTER:

HERE WAS NO SUCH THING AS INCOMPLETE
QOBEDIENCE, THAT IS, SIX®D¥PS WOULD NOT BRING

~CLEANSING, [LLUSTRATE How NAAMAN MUST HAVE REACTED
AFTER THE FIRST SEVERAL DIPS, HE KNEW IT WOQULDN'T
WORK, HE HADN T REALLY EXPECTED-TO-BE CLEANSED.
ANYWAY , HE' RESULT DID NOT COME UNTIL THE SEVENTH
DIP,

-v, 14

THE TEXT SAYS HERE WERE oG-
DEGRBES OF CLEANSING WITH NAAMAN. HE DID NOT HAVE

TO GO BACKJMHHHLJHFH&LJﬁﬁ&baMDNIHdAEIERJMQNIHb
YEARLAETER.XEAR- HE PERSON WHO HAS EXPERIENCED
FORGIVENESS OF SINS KNOWS THE FEELING OF INNER
CLEANSING FROM SIN, [ITUS 3:5)

ﬁ {F1DE NCE-"T kNOW”
OTICE THE CONTRAST IN TAAMAN S WORDS, ONCE HE
SAID 0UG NOW HE SAYS PEOPLE

WHO LEANSED KNOW I MAY NOT BE

WELL VERSED IN THE DETAIE?"'EUT THEY KNOW THEY
7™ HAVE BEEN 5ANSED (COMPARE TEE %XﬁERIENCE OF THE

MAN IN JOHN Lso, [ JoHN -“THESE THINGS

AN
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You
HAVE I WRITEEN UNTO/THAT BELIEVE ON THE NAME OF
THE SON OF (GOD; THAT YE MAY KNOW THAT YE HAVE
@ ETERNAL LIFE...," THIS PARTICULAR WORD FOR T
NOW' MEANS TO KNOW THROUGH EXPERIENCE.. 11 Tim, 1:12
E CANNOT DEVELOP THE FACT THAT NAAMAN WAS’INTERESTED
IN GIVING A-GIETL TO ELISHA-AS AN INDICATION OF HIS
GRATLFUDE, | AM IMPRESSED WITH THE FACT THAT WHEN
HE REALLY WAS CLEANSED IT AFFECTED HIS GENEROUS
IMPULSES! THERE WAS A GOOD REASON WHY ELISHA
WOULD ACCEPT NO-GIFT, BECAUSE THE.EALSE _PROPHETS
AND HEATHEN TEACHERS EXPECTED THE SAME FOR ANY
SERVICES RENDERED, NOT SO WITH ELISHA, IT IS
A STRIKING EXAMPLE THAT SALVATION IS BY GRACE,
GoD WILL NOT LET US BUY OUR WAY INTO HEAVEN,
HOWEVER; IT IS INTERESTING THAT THE GRATEFUL
HEART 1S INTERESTED IN SHARING HIS RESOURCES WITH
y Gob. THE_HEART OF TH ‘ORY JS THE SIMPLICITY
- INVOLVED IN CL WAS HIS
Pabss] PRIMARY PROBLEM. _PRIDE KEEPS MEN FROM_(G0D ABOVE
LL OTHER . (' RELATE THE STORY OF BUNYAN's
=1 ﬂi%jﬁigéi' N THIS BOOK JOHN BUNYAN TELLS THE STORY
= -2- THAT IS ONE WHO HAD A SUPERIOR
LQOK, AN ERECT-BACK, AND A HEART FULL OF PRIDE,
#™ BUNYAN CALLED HIM A VERY STIFF AND PROPER GENTLEMAN.,
HE WAS NOT ADVERSE TO THE CLAIMS OF AS
LONG AS HIS_CLAIMS TO SUPERIOR-TREATMENI WERE
OBSERVED, JIF HE WAS GOING.TO..JQILN. I . PILGRIMAGE _
—=lI_WOULD BE WITHOUT STOOPE¥MNG, [F THE PRINCE ~—~ ™
WOULD HAVE Hlm_ﬁgx%rﬂé%f, E WOULD DO IT WITH
RIGMLIY, THAT IS, VATION WERE OFFERED AT A
PRICE HE WOULDaBQat$MSELF “FHE-~HONQR..OF..PURCHASING
-abt, BUT WHEN M OTH-TO-STOOP WAS TOLD THAT
SALVATION COULD ONLY BE GAINED BY «BENDING.THE.BACK
_ AND BY TRUSTING NOT HIS OWN MERITS BUT
CASTING HIMSELF UTTERLY AND COMPLETELY UPON THE
ﬁﬁ£¥LLL¢95MEMMANuEL: HE WAS SAD AND R&EUSED_TO DO..SO.
W-HARD IT IS FOR OUR PRIDE HEARTS TO ADMIT WE.
ARE_SPIRITUALLY BNCLEAN; SPIRITUAL BANKRUPT, AND
TOO ﬁRoun TO ADMIT OUR NEED EVEN TO- Gop., WHEN WE LIKE

AAMAN ACCEPT (GOD'S CLEANSING ON GOD'S TERMS WE MAY
BE ASSURED OF GOD'S RESULTS.
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How can a man be_morally pure andwclaanﬁoefore a holy
God? This is an age old question which can only find its
answer in the Bible. Man his tried many ways to find peace
and cleansing before Yod--- kngwledge, culture, self-denial
or aven self=destruction--but to no avail,
"What can wash away my sin? Answer: Nothing...but the Blood
"What can make me whole again?" Answer: Nothing..but the Blood
This is John's great picture of Christ on Patmos:
| "Unot him that loved us, and washed us from our sins
- in his own blood.," Rev. 1316
"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with
| corruptible things, as silver and gold...But with the
1 precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot." 1 Pet.. 1:18-19
"In whom we have redemption tarought his blood, the
. forgiveness of sins, according to the ricnes of his

grace. Eph, 1:7

One of the outstanding O.1t. stories of cleansing by faith
is recorded in 2 Kings 5.

I. THE DESCRIPTION OF NAAMAN'S SITUATION--v,1-8

A. Mighty Yet Migerable -

l. "Naaman"-- "pleasantness or.beauty"

(In the days of rise in Syria perhaps a.very.handsome
and impressive looking man. Absalom)
2. "captain of the host"

The word captain is the word "sar" one of 13 Heb.
words for captain, this one meaning a military
commander. The word "host" means __I_'m aaman was
prabably the_gcommander in chief of the Syrian army.
3. " _ﬂ_ Eeat' mﬂ
Highly esteemed because of his great success.
L. "honorable" ("lift up the face")
He was "looked up to" re&pen:t.ad exalted and en-
Jjoyed a place of spgm
(When we rode his chariot down the st.reet people
took notice of him.) "Here come Maaman.
5. " a mighty man of valor"
a brave soldier. He knew waht the fromt lines

of combat locked. like.

=——" he was a leper!
How often this word of 3 letters changes the complexion
of a storyz
1. J'dges 16:20 —-"I will go out as,at other
times before, and shake myself. And he wist
not that the Lord ®as departed fPom him.(BUD
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2. Jonah 1:3 "Arise, go to “ineveh, that great city
and cry against it; for their wickedness is come
up before me. Jonah rose up to flee unto
Tarshish fmx from the presence of the Lordeses”

3. e 12:20
ABUT/God said unto him, Thou fool, tiis night

thy soul shall be required of thee....”
L. Ephe 2:h
Naaman was a leper---think what this meant:

The word "leprosy" literally meams "{he stroke of
_.the scourge? Lepers were called "the walking.dead." In our
day when men fear cancer, heart disease, etc. for death, in
Bible times leprosy was the most feared dlsease. (For a

—deseription see the margin of Bible.)

Someone has pointed out the remarkable similarity of
leprosy and its symptome to sin:
l. Universality--no respecter of race or color or
position. Kom. 3:23
2. Hideousness—- a leper is difficult to look upon
because of the effects the disease has on the
body--decay etc. “in destroys the soul. .
3. Painless at first-— begins with a small sore on
the skin-- no feeling but soon becumes very painful.
L. Viorks from the inside outwardly
Out of the abundance of the heart/ M& 7
5. Contagious
We are born in sin, Psa. 51 and5_8
6. Destructive
Evertually death. - Wem.& /<23
7. Restrictive
Keeps a man from loved ones and outcast of soec-
iety. Sin keep a man out of heaven.,
8. It is eurable
{There is a cure for sin-—Jesus Christ and the
/ Crosse -

B. Wealthy Yet Poor —-v.5

The wealth is not said to be his, but it was at his

—disposal and for his benefit. ‘t was.an insult in the
orient to ask a favor without giving something in_the
wgy of a gift——this one about, $55,000 in American
miney. The "changes of raimment" were festive clothes
of "clothing for special occassions.

m * Point:

The king of Syria's wealth could not. buy. the hedth of
M. Nor can this be done today.
Man testimony of Dr. bills— no thtx.lnj.Q) |
'S T'S F

m.nﬂa wu./z‘fa, ju‘rnu_\._l, -Quu-/‘[o\:u-t_



C. Influencial Yet Impotent——v.6

|
~ He was a.close. of the most powerful man in
all of Syria who had with foreign countries.
I
|

Naaman traveled in circles but he was not to

find cleansing in the high courts of oriential palaces.
Where then??

Q,_L%,(. 1.ittle maian — £ Lisb/ £, &;:ﬂ,{i - gd. Craue.
: Information comes from anexpected sources. i

help would come from a captured "s]ire girl" who

waited on his wife. L Cor, 1 and 2

2. "the prophet"

wiis help would come from a man who knew how to.get
holid of Godl

ITI. THE INSTRKUCTION OF ELISHA CONCERNING CLEANSING=-v.10

It is interesting to notice how difficult it is for men
'#Q to follow instr

ions.(McClains pbass in Theology--many
failed because they did not read the instructions})

-

M:ﬂ-r e mu
A, Impartial-- "sent a messenger" —T%&ig—ﬁ; %J':i |
o "Naaman not use to this--he was respected in Syrial
#Peter the Great in London who came incognito to
hear great preacher named.lobert Haydock preach on this
very subject. Nothing held back all come same way}
Greatness in God's sight is not measured by human
\ standards--but of devotion to Christ}

B. Simple——"Gog...wash"
Easy.to.anderstand. Not one multisyl. word in the whole
thing. _Salvation is too easy for many folk—not simple
faith--thats not enough.

C. Specific——"Jordon..7 times,"
Knew where to go for cleansing., Most know whaer ehe
answer is...don't want the answer Uod gives.
Calvary.

D. Guarenbted Resultss
Wshall be clean®
fome 10:13 UGod promises to honor simple trust,

ITI. THE OBJECTIUNS OF NAAMAN—v,11-13
o Naaman didn8t.likeEldshals attitude. cf. John the Baptist

and Philip also Eli jah.

@ He Yidn't Get Special Attention

@ He Didn't Like The Way and Place of Cleansing

. L




IV, THE SUBMIDSION UF NAAMAN TO THE GDD ORDERED WAY OF
CLEANSING—v.1l;, "he went dom",..he was clean.

A, Men must submit in humility to the Uod of grace.
B, Story in Bunyen's Holy War - (:hﬁ-s..g)

The story deals with lir..Loth=To=Stoop,one who has a
-Superior look and an.erect back a heart full of pride.
Bunyan calls him a very stiff and proper gentleman.

He was not adverse to .the clai.m& Qf Mn&l a.ﬁ dong.as
his claims to,

|
l . If..htn» E s J i ] ] l 1 i ] , ‘
he. would do it with dignityeeeif salvation wxmx were |
offered at a price he would do himself the honor-ef
entertaining the offer. But when Mr. Loth=to=Stoop

was told that salvation could only be gained by bend-
ing the back, and humbling the knee, by n trust in

any merits of his own, but in casting himself as utterly
worthless upon the mercy of Yod in Christ, he was sad.
Love of self for Christe...so hard to stkmp stoop. The |
proud heart stooping to the Saviour, |

Rl Alwag/fﬂmn i, Gl —~H5
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I. QUESTION:

/féz

"WHERE HOW AND WHY™"
2 Kings 6

Intro:

The early chapters of 2 hings are among the most fac-

inating of all the 0.T. No portion of the 0.T. records more
Jiracles in such a short space of time. There are at least
"®in the first $chapters. Also, we are introducted to 2

men wihom it is so easy to confuse-—-Lli jah and BElisha.

These are very interesting men——Eli jah belonged to an unusual
order of men--he and Lnoch were ushured into glory without
dying. beemed approprlate to understand one man p3851Q51__

I have selected 3 questions in ch.6 and 7 which illustrate

3 great principles in Scripture.

PRINCIFLE: :
It would be rldiculjous for me to argue the merit of whether
or not such a thing is scientifically possible or not! The
Bible records a stated fact--the iron did swim or ££;g§§!

Let me say that the miraculous element of the Bible is not
a_stone to stumble over but a_stone or rock to stand on.
Ministr; of Christ——nothing wierd or strange, simple and
plain, The miracles of the “ible are simply the inter-
vention of God_into his creation at_special times for special

__purposes.ik Yod CQHnO&wlDLETJﬁﬁﬁthﬁ h@nd_lnhg_grﬁahlnn,

Why would Elisha perform a miracle for such a trivial thing?
. Probably_only way to insure its recovery.

. It was borrowed., Values not like ours today--others prope
. Continued establishment of Elisha as a prophet.

UL To teach men that Trebmbmgms=triNGEiewithmtod as far

as we are concerned! God helps us in the small personal
tnings of life--the details! Everything about the life
we have in Christ is supernatural.
The way for us to experience blessing is to do the things
men say can't be dones
”(l)_gggg;ggg:—better watch out we don't get to much in
missions! (Burr Uak--Eilly recently)
(turtle--can't for forward till stick your neck out!)
(2) Expansion---_foldness--timid about the things of the
P e ot kil oy

in

with little tho f fail
Art., in paper about Ghamge-

-we fear it)

II. QUESTION: "HOW SHALL WE DO%"—-2 Kings 6:15

PRINCIPLE: "SERING THE INVISIELEY
Background of the king of Syria out to get Elisha.

A




Point: g@én exeg could see no wa ~-but klisha
3 js=—ne served a Fig | TEEthever

Ay Psa. 3h 7 " Tne angel of the Lord encampeth
round about them that fear him, and delivereth
them,"

2. Psa. 55:18 " He Hath delivered my soul in peace
from the battle, tnat was against me: for there
were many with me."

3. Psa. 91:11 "For he shall give nis angels charge
over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways."

L+ Psalm 121:1-2 (re-puncuate.)

Ve see the emgmy and not-ous—peseurces. We dwell on defeat

when victory is near at nand--but our vision is faulty.

Lesson:

We never really prove the Lord until our<bsel
no fother resourc -and_Hehwlll not intervene until our

resources have been used upe -

=S ge LS Ttne

ITI. QUESTICN: "WHY SIT WE HEKE UNTIL WE DIE?" 2Kings 733
PRINCIFLE: "FACING THE INEVITABLEM

Background of the famine in Samaria.
1. These men were certain to die:
a. Leprosy
b, Famine but death would surely come.
2. There many excuses men for neglect:
a. Someday--- but not today. Never met a map whq did
not pian to get right--waitl 7Y Fhem
b.Friends--need a new set of friends.
Prov, 13:20 "ie that walketh with wise men
shall be wise: but a companion of fools
shall be destroyed." #ny supposed friend
wio is laughing at the saints and the Christ-
ian life is a fool,
c.Hard--iit., 11:28 nellglon is hard, not Christ. I
have yet to meet a born-again man who had but
one regret—-why did I wait so longl
Uive up-- miss the point. “id you ever m-et a man
who was really ready for marriage and in
love who moaned about missing the life of
g bachlor.
€. yporcites

Point: Men will put off the greatest dec151on in life until it
it too latel )

#*Llad and Jack Templeton

*%Doug Berry
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