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ROBERT K. SPRADLING JANUARY 3, &9%2

"HEARTFE%T HELP FOR HARD TIME HURTS"
I i o Ry
I 5/ A,D., 2 P
™ NEOIEEmgIANS AND ,SQAFFIOLMQE%H "

CORINTHIAN CHURCH, DEMANDING TH Y

WRROBLEMS.IN. THE _CHURCH
SAME YEAR, HE WROTE THE TO
AND JGQMEQRT THE SAME CHURCH. TIMOIHY AND iﬁgﬁs
WERE BOTH DISPATCHED TO COEINTH TO HELP WITH TH
ROBLEMS IN THE CHURCH, VENTUALLY, MET
AUL AT RéddeedRR] AND GAVE HIM THE THAT
IHE CHURCH WAS. RESPONDING TO HIS DIRECTIVES.
N THE EARLY CHAPTERS OF THIS EPISTLE, ONE
SENSES THE BURDENS OF THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.
WE LEARN THAT SAINTS LIKE PauL ARE_HUMAN*Tf%Q.
SIMPLY STATED, AN OUTLINE OF THE BOOK IS
THE a%8§y OF THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY - CHAPTERS
TO THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY -
CHAPTERS 3-9, ﬁRﬁﬁE AND THE CHRISTIAN
A NINISTRY - CHAPTERS 15, ROBERTSON SAYS:
NOWHERE DO WE GAIN SO CLEAR INSIGHT INTO PAUL’:
OW__SIRUGGLES AND HOPES AS A PREACHER. IT IS
A HANDBOQK FOR_THE MODERN MINISTER OF INESTIM-
ABLE VALUE." ] THE_PROBLEMS AT CORINTH WERE OF
GREAT 0 _PAUL,.HEAYY ON HIS HEART. HE
WAS EXERCISED DEEPLY THAT THE SITUATION THERE
MIGHT BE CORRECTED.

I, FOR THO 0! 0 BE COMFO
SES -

THE INTRODUCTORY VERSES ARE WELL-KNOWN TO MOST
STUDENTS OF SCRIPTURE. [HE WORD 2
REMINDER THAT THE INTC
TWO PROVINCES, THIS ONE AND HE

.~ __WORD IN THE TEXT TO THE SOUTHERN HALF OF

T GREECE. THE WOR IS THT GREEK €ULOGETOS

AND MEANS _ T SEEM
TO SUGGEST THAT MEN SHOULD ;
BUT AS A FACT OF LIFE MANY DO NQL PRALSE
OR SPEAK, WELL

HIS
WEEK, HAVE YOU EARD OD S NAME TAKEN IN VAIN
OR IN PRAISE MORE OFTEN? HOW ONG HAS IT BEEN
SINCE YOU HEARD SOMEONE SAY,

\ A
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LN A_PURIIC EIECE?TE%%%=%%%§ HAS IT BEEN SINCE
YOU HEARD SOMEONE FOR THE WONDERFUL

.Hax_QEJ&&UL,;ﬁﬂm&, AND FICULT CIRCUMSTANCES?
AVE YOU=HEARD ANYONE THAﬁ'k_Eﬁﬂ_OR"_-&THE 'EET(UTIi-

— FUL CHRISTMAS WEEK OF QLQuDLE§§_§§lES AND
[ ) BEAUTLEUL.DAYS? IN THIS LETTER, PAUL DIRECTS

HIS PRAISE, NOT TQ-THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH, BUT
TO THE 'r LRONS ENJOYED TELLING
_JHE STORY ABQUT 3 HER, WHO USED TO
SAY THAT IF (OD , ARREL HE WOULD
SHOUT GLOR¥-ID_EQD ouT THE‘ETTTLE_HQLE IN THE
SIDE. PQVERIY DID STRIKE THAT FAMILY UNTIL
THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NOTHING TO EAT - THERE WAS
NO FLOUR IN THE BARREL. SHE CHALLENGED HER
HUSBAND TO PRACTICE WHAT HE PREACHED., AND SO
HE DID JUS] THAT, STUCK HIS HEAD IN THE BARREL
D SAID, RD! DAVID SAID: "I

WILL BLESS THE LORD AT ALL T
SHALL CONTINUALLY BE IN MY MOUTH.
(==00D IS SAID TO BE THE D OF ALL

THE WORD I%, THAT IS, GOD PITIES HIS

@™ CHILDREN, ERM IN LATIN MEANS ;%_xg
ZOGETHER" . JEN TIMES IN THIS CHAPT
“SPEAKS OF HIS COMFORT TO HIS OWN. [HE WORD

MEANS oiebGFRQN, AND OUR TEXT
SPEAKS OF A_MAN.WHO KNOWS THE DIEEICULTY QF

THE WORD PICTURE SURROUNDING THE

IBLE MEANS To.SIEIﬁE.QR.ERgﬁﬂ.ﬂIEH
[TOTHER WORDS, THE IDEA OF .PRESSURE.
REMINDS US THAT,IN ANCIENT.ENGLISH LAK,

RM OF PUNISHMENT WAS TO LAY HEAVY WEIGHIS
UPON THE CHESI OF A VICTIM UNTIL HE_WAS PRESSED

"BATIERS, BEAIS,
g, PERSON MAY CARRY THE
\ sauL PAUL SPOKE‘OF COMFORT AS ONE WHO HAD

AND AFFLLQILQN N
[T TAKES US oU
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HBABY, HAD
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~ ORDER_THAT WE MIGHT BE COMFORTED. THE BIBLE
'/ SAYS GOD HELPS US IN OUR AFFLICTION THAT WE

“\

L

. (ComPAR ALCOHOLISM.
YOU ARE A s WEEOWER; J HAVE LOST
YOUR

E: Y | - ._:‘ 0 R, ¢
~

LT_ON HE MORE WE SHA&E.OUR EXPERIENCES W
OTHERS, THE MORE_HE HIS BLESSING UPON
THE AFFLICTED! DO NOT KNOW WHAT TO
SAY OR.DQ IN TIMES OF SORROW. WHEN YQU HAVE
ITHROUGH THE MILL, YOU KNOW WHAT TO SAY AND
HE BEST COMFORTERS IN THE WORLD ARE
SRy, | SHE_ﬁEEMS TO KNOW WHEN AND WHERE IT
ER-WORDS AND-ACTIONS ALWAYS MAKE
OF SORROW, THERE ARE MANY
T E AND OTHER
IN GOD, &) EamiLy, (4)
' . IN AFFLICTION
ROUBLE, WE DEVELOP SEIRETUAE-MUSE AND
ALONG WITH

DESIGNED TQ PRODUCE, ) | et CE TEVER STABJLITY.-
VERSE /. WORD STEADFASTY MEANS TO "PLANT
e, Y GOING THROUGH A TIME OF

DEEP STRESS ROW AS LIFE BECOME TOO

GREAT A BURDEN TO BEAR HE RIUN D IS

WANTING, WAITING, AND WILLING !ggENTER IN TO
N

H

QUR AFFLICTION AND BRING TO U COMFORT.

_ THA ' E MAY BE
THE UNTAPPED SOURCE IN THE LIVES OF MANY LISTEN-
ERS TODAY.

™~ I1. HELP FOR THOSE WHO HAVE CONE 10 THE END

- [HEIR ROPE - VERSES o6-11

THE WORLD SAYS, WHEN YOU COME TO THE END OF

YOUR ROPE, Tek=A=kNOT IN IT AND_HANG=QN. THE

PROBLEM ARISES CONCERNING HANGING ON, JUST_HQW
?  SOMEONE HAS SAID WHEN

el ONG-CANYXOUHANG QN :
LIFE 1S COMPARED TQO_A RQRE, SOME PEOPLE USE IT

TO MAKE O0OSE IN ORDER TO GIVE UP,
THROW .IN_THE TOWEL , CHECK OUT ON LIFE, THERS
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TAKE THE SATE ROPE, MAKE A LADDER, AND BEG
(:J_Egﬁ._mg N _THE CONTEXT OF " i CHAP R, AlfL
SPOKE OF a=es : BSEE. YOU AND

@ HAVE A TENDENCY TO XEGCGER AND EENeER OVER

= DIFFICULT] I1S—A-FAGT_OF LIFE

| TﬁKT‘FEﬁFEE WHO SHQ?ER SEVERELY USUALLY DQN'T
SAY MUCH ABQUT I7! PAUL DID Nom HIS

TRIALS FOR ALL TO SEE. HE SIMPLC ES THAT HE

HAD ENTERED INTO A DESRERAJE, ?Uﬁlj“\i =
WHELMING CLR.C.U.MSIA.NCE WHICH LEFT HIM %Y
POWERLESS IN THE THROES OF DEAT IT WAS SOME

KIND OF TERRIBLE EXPERIENCE IN MAYBE THE
US, THAT BROUGHT SO MUCH PRESSURE
UPON FAUL THAT HE D&ESFE N Lt 1S

THAT 1S, HE WONDERED IF HIS LIFE WOULD BE SPARED.
E WASBACKeTOwTHEWALL , hiNeACORNER, N
JO _RUN, LOOKING DEATH SQUARELY IN THE FACE. fERE-
LAIEhSIQRY.OE_EDLICEMAﬁ_FRIEHD WHO LOOKED DOWN
-THE-BARREL OF A GUN - Dick YosT,)) SOME HAVE HAD
SIMILAR EXPERIENCES [ M,
YOU LIVE AND WORK.)

WHERE
EVER

WORTHLIVING, WORTH THE EEEQRT: tlosT BEDPLE
#pve! WE LIVE IN Angﬁéﬁﬁgggéﬁ#ée.WORﬂ . PAUL'S
ANSWER WAS THAT,WHE N TO THE BRINK

DESPAIR, THAT INlTURU DROVE HIM TO
% E

AND _NOT HIMSELF RSE 9) IN THE FACE OF
TH, PAUL FACED A BIBL§ FACT THAT i wg S eudOD
' In verse 10, PauL
MRLUDES TO THE FACT THAT (GOD DELIVERED HIM FROM
THE EERLLTQEPDEA;H AND WOULD DO IT AGAIN-LF
NECE$SARY AUL'S A _FOR VICTORY OVER
LIFE'S CRISIS WAS & J - TRUST FOR QDAY
AND JQMORROW. |HE MAN™WHO HAS UNSHAKEABLE CON-
FIDENCE IN GOD CAN AND WILL FACE ANY CIRCUMSTANCE
IN LIFE TRIUMPHANTLY,
ANCES

AND.QUR_THINGS,

AND—PRESS—U5—TFOWARD—SPHRITFUAL-GOALS AND_TRUST

—dbeld0D. DON'T ILE A KNOT AND HANG ON TO THE END
OF THE ROPE; TURN LOOSE AND REST ON THE PROMISES
OF GoD. THERE ARE SOME PLACES AND MOMENTS IN

LIFE WHERE THERE SEEMS TO Bw
THOSE TIMES, PEOPLE THINK 0 % AND
o XL REME-MEASURES . [T IS SAD THAT W TURN

TO THE GOD OF THE BIBLE IN THOSE MOMENTS OF

- y

M
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= STRESS., Q‘(RELATE SEMIN%RY EXPERTENCE REGARDING
FOUNDRY AND POVERTY. HAT E RIENCE IS MISS-

ING TODAY,AND | AM THE LOSER POSE
\V'THAT.EQB_SQME THERE IS FROM
LICTION; HE ANSWER IS IN
THAT W FHE=COD S

CONVERSATION CONCERNING NOT
THE LENGTH BUT T F LIFE, IT IS
POSSTBLE TO PACK A LIFETIME INTO A FEW DAYS,

| WEEKS, MOhFE ; BY THE GRACE OF
RELATE 4 mmu COMMENT REGARDING LIVING
WITH BIlkYs RATHER A SHORI=LIME ITH HIM THAN

LFETIME WITH SOMEONE ELSE.) & :

THE CHRISTIAN WHO HAS LEARNEEQBHE VALU-
ABLE LESSON OF PUTTING HIS FALTH LN ALONE
«lS-NO_LOSER. <HANK-30B FOR ANY CIRCUMSTANCE
WHICH MAKES "US TURN OUR EYES AWAY FROM SELF AND
PITY TO THE (GOD OF ALL GRACE AND ALL COMFORT.

[II. E&
THERE WEEE THQ
OF' X NOT_REALTY-CARING=ABOY: ="‘*=" =[]

BECAUSE HE DID NOT COME TO_LORINTH F SE nl

N S I TAS—HE-HADRLANNED, THE CHANGING OF HIS
BLANS. BROUGHT OF VACTLLATION AND
.figé%giﬁgome SUGGESTED THAT P

DEALINGS WERE NOT ALWAYS WITH IHELR,4N¢E$E§H

IN MIND, OTHERS CHALLENGED HIS AUTHORIT

NQLIMES, HIS EVERY WORD AND DE

VERSES, PAUL POINTS TO THE FACT THAT ALL HIS

DEALINGS WITH THE CORINTHIANS HAD BEEN /ABONE-
AND WITH sxHESR LA LNEORESFS 1N

MIND, AS A MATTER OF FACT, IN VERSE HE SAYS

THAT ONE REASON WHY HE DIDN'T RETURN TO CORINTH

#m  WAS THAT HIS FIRST EPISTLE HAD BEENmSQ..SEVERE
' THAT HE DIDN'T WISH TO ADD A T0

!HE CHURCH BY APPEARING IN PERSON. &%
KNOWS THE GING_HU T OF
AF])'

CRITICA S, "WHAT'S HE ERY WHAT'S HE UP
> \WWHAT ARE THEY TRYING TO DO \\ AUL STATES
CLEARLY THAT HE DID NOT SPEAK OUT 'OF BOTH SIDES

OF H THAT _YES MEANT YES AND NO M 0,
- VERSES f& 20, PauL REMINDED THE CORINTHIANS
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\\\“ THAT THAT WAS THE MATTER OF OUR BLESSED LORD,
HEN ONE STEPS INTO THE ZREMA OF LHRISTIAN WORK

.MU§I.£§l=ii_£BLILQL§M AND QUESTIONING QE
MOkl E + AUL HAD.N.QI.H.LN.G.IQ_H.LD.E AND JNO_SUBTLE
wlLTERIOR MOTIVES IN WRITING THE CORINTHIAN
™) CHURCH EXCEPT TO CORRECT THE MULTIPLE PROBLEMS
&HERE. PAUL DID NOT MAKE PROMISES WHICH HE
BROKE EASILY OR LIGHTLY. HE WAS INDEED THE
PERSONIFICATION OF DEPENDABILITY. PAUL LEARNED
AT CORINTH THAT THERE ARE SOME PEOPLE WHO
ALWAYS SEE WITH FAULT-FINDING EYES AND THAT
HEIR VOICE IS ALWAYS—GRLIICAL AND
AUL HADwNO_AX-TO_GRLND IN DEALING OR WRITING
TO THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH ,_ il t

~RESPOND T0 THIS KIND OF T _uu
"EMPERED, UNKIND, UNTRUE CRITICISM7 WILLIAM
ﬁﬁﬁﬁtﬂ%

~ SUGGESTS THAT ONE OF TH OF
@PERSON IS HO 0% SM,
SOME RECEIVE IT WLIH RESENTMENT.
OMATICALLY DLSQMALlEﬁES A PERSON FROM
7 SUSTAINED LEADERSHIP, LSO, THIS TYPE OF PERSOI
CAN NEVER LCOOPERATE IN A UNIFIED VENTURE. HE
WILL NEVER IMPROVE OR LEARN IF HE REEUSES TO
ADMIT HIS OWN WEAKNESS AND FAULTS. l!giDHE_MAX
RECEFVE IT WITH PETUEANCE, [HERE ARE SOME FOLK
WHO, WHEN CRITICIZED, SIMPLY QUIT. THEY,SULK

AND HQN T _PLAY IF PEOPLE DON T-RET THEM
ET THEM GO AND DO AS THEY WELL PLEASE.

HERE ARE SOME FOLK WHO ARE SO THIN- SKINNED
THAT THEY ARE EASILY HURT, DISCO , AND
DEPRESSED IF CRITICIZED AT ALL. i HOSE WHO
RECEIVE IT WITH HUMILLTY. [IHE FACT THAT SOME
PEOPLE CRITICIZE IN ORDER TO-HURT OTHERS OR

DO SO FROM A SENSE OE._SUPERTORITY DOES NOT TAKE
AWAY THE FACT THAT CRITICISM MAY BE ACCEPTED

WITH A CHRISTIAN HUMILITY. LOOK AT THE TEXT
) IN VERSE 20-21 AND Z%L'WHERE PAUL TALKS ABOUT

THE-GLORY=GESHED , THE TEYSMEING OF Gop, &B®
AS ONE'S RECORD. IF ONE IS VING CHRIST, AND
IS DOING SO FOR THE GLORY OF GOD,—HE-WILL BE

ABTE =R AL T PP TR wil] 441—---—‘=E:“ln-n- AY . THE

/ "STORY IS TOLD CONCERNINGAels 0SSP, WHO WAS
A MINISTER A FEW GENERATIONS AGO IN GLASGow,

d

G y
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SCOTLAND. (N _A PARTICULAR WEEK, WHEN THE
PRESSURES OF CHRISTIAN MINISTRY HAD MADE IT
DIFFICULT TO PREPARE FOR THE SUNDAY MORNING
MESSAGE, GOSSIP SAID AS HE WALKED UP THE STAIRS
TO THE_PULPIT (EXPLAIN): JESUS MET HIM THERE,

HE LOOKED AT THE SERMON INdﬁﬂ§fiE_S_HANQS AND

~WHAT HAVE_YOU THERE
SAIDﬁ 0 ER

THIS_HEEK
OVER THE PRESS OF THE WEEK, HE
HONESTL,Y 3AY TO THE LORD 'YES
Bes+ ~~  THE PASTOR SAID.

'IgHTHés THE BECT YOU COULD DO FOR IE
0SSIP SAID, AS HE THOUG

BACK

SAID, dT COULD

ORD, IT

IS _MY

T TOOK
THAT POOR_ML§EBABLE_§EBMDN AND TURNED IT_INTO

inNTsi

BLESSING-FOR THE-HEARTS-OF _THE

T e e e g gy A
-------

“THE

NCERN

C

BOVE ALL, ABOVE AL
14, WELNILL PLEASE THOSE

NO ONE ELSE REALLY COUNTS



RoBERT K, SPRADLING January 10, 1982
AM,

THE CORINTHIAN CORRECTION IN
CONTEM COLLOQUIALIS

[T CorRINTHIANS 2:1-17

WHEN WE READ THE CORINTHIAN LETTER IN
THE KING JAMES VERSION, SOMETIMES WE DO NOT
UNDERSTAND THE.MEANING OF THE TEXT. [ODAY,
WE WILL LOOK AT THESE VERSES AND ATTEMPT TO

JMEEEﬁBAﬁE OR PuT.;NID.SQLLQEHLAL.EXEREESLQN
WHAT PAUL WAS SAYING TO THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH,

WE W LIMIT THESE EXPRESSIONS TO FOUR.
(COLLOQUIALISM>HAS TO DQ WITH SPEECH THAT IS
NEORMAL TN~ NATURE., |HAT IS, SPEECH

NOT NECESSARILY INIEMPERATF OR INCORRECT;
BUT wLMEQRMAL , NOT USUALLY SUITED FOR FORMAL
WRITING OR SPEECH. IT IS THE WAY WE TALK
TO ONE ANOTHER.)

[."THIS HURTS ME MORE THAN IT DOES YOU” --
VERseEs 1-4

F Y

'ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ# USE THIS EXPRESSION AND IT IS NEVER
ooB BY A CHILD UNTIL HE.Bﬂ;Q%Eﬁ_A
..%ARE%I. AUL LOXED THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH,
HE CHURCH HAD GONE FRONI&%?;%?&;ELEM_I%
, FROM ONE TO ANOTHER., |HERE
WERE PROBLEMS SUCH AS DIVISIONS, DISCIPLINE,
DIVORCE, DOCTRINE -- YOU NAME IT, THE
CORINTHIAN CHURCH_HAD 1T. THERE WERE JERLENDS
IN CORINTH NAMED PRISCILLA AND AQUILA,
JusTus, CRISPUS, SOSTHENES AND THE HOUSEHOLD
OF STEPHANAS, TO MENTION BUT A FEW OF THOSE
#™ OF WHOM THE SCRIPTURE SAYS: "AND MANY OF THE
ND WER

BAPTIZED," (AcTs 18:8) PAUL DID NOT STAY
A YEAR AND A HALF ANYWHERE WITHOUT DOING A
SIGNIFICANT WORK FOR THE GLORY OF JESUS CHRIST.

. A



-7-

THEREFORE, TO WRITE A LETTER OF-A-DLSCLﬁLlNARX
MATURE WAS CULT AND FRAUMATIC FOR PAUL,
THAT CORRECT IN THE RIGHT

A SREQUIRE _COU HE DIFFICULTY OF WRITING
ILLUSTRATED IN THE LIFE OF
Y SEEMED_TO BE
COMMANDED B S. [HE BATTLE
OF GETTYSBURG WAS FOUGHT DURING THE FIRST
IHREEmDAXS OF Jury 1N 1865, RETREATED

ITH HIS DEFEATED ARMY TO THE POTOMAG-RLVER,

WHEN HE ARRIVED THERE, BECAUSE OF HEAVY RAINS,
iHE FOUND THE RIVER LMPASSIBLE AND WITH THE
' UNTON ARMY BEHIND HIM HE WAS IN_A_TRAP FROM
|WHICH HE COULD NOT ESCAPE. LINCOLN KNEW THAT
'AND SAW THE OPPORTUNITY TO ,END THE WAR

| IMMEDIATELY, LINCOLN ORDERED
\TO ATTACK IMMEDIATELY. [HE ORDERS WERE
TELEGRAPHED AND THEN SENT BY SPECIAL MESSENGER

N ORDER TO FACILITATE THE MANEUVER, OWEVER,
CALLED A—&HN&U—Q.L.HAB IN DIRECT
OF THE FRESIDENT S ORDERS, HE

; E.ES.LIAEE.D, MADE-EXCUSES, AND REFUSED TO ATTACK
| LEE, INCOLN WAS FURIOUS AND IN BITTER

‘DISAPPOINTMENT HE WROTE A SGORCHING LETTER TO
' MEaDE, BuT MEADE NEVER SAW THE LETTER BECAUSE
| LINCOLN NEVER_MAILED IT, APPARENTLY, THE
| " PRESIDENT REFLECTED ON IMEADE'S REASONS FOR NOT
| ATTACKING BECAUSE HE, LINCOLN, WAS NOT THERE
AND SIMPLY DECIDED NOT TO SEND A LETTER OF
...EﬁAI WEIGHT AND MAGNITUDE.M IN THE BOOK
TITLED SPIRITUALhLEADERSHJP, SANDERS
==<]ELLS HOW AN EARLY DIRECTOR OF THE CHINA
INLAND MI1SSION, A SENSITIVE AND AFFECTIONATE
MAN, HAD DIFFICULTY IN REPRIMANDING HIS FELLOW
WORKERS. |HE ESTRANGEMENT OFFA_ERLEND AND
FELLOW-WORKER IS ALWAYS A DIFFICULT THING TO
@™ FACE. AND, ALTHOUGH THIS CHRISTIAN LEADER DID
NOT AVOID THE UNPLEASANT TASK WHEN NECESSARY,
IT IS SAID THAT HE SPENT MUCH.MORE_TIME IN—
PRAYER BEFOREHAND, WHEN A MATTER OF DISCIPLINE

\
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WAS AT STAKE HE WOULD WRITE A _LETTER AND
KEEP IT FOR SEVERAL_DAYS, SOMETIMES RE-

READING IT MANY TIMES, T. R
DESTROYING IT OR T
FOR PEOPLE WHO MUST WRITE SUCH LETTERS, IT

IS EASY TO UNDERSTAND THE.HEAMI,BHBDEN AND
SENSE QE_RESPONSIBILITY ON FAUL'S HEART AND
SHOULLDERS AS HE WROTE THIS SECOND LETTER TO

THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH. THERE Is.marg?LD
weEGALISTIC APPROACH IN THIS LETTER, IT

SPEAKS OF CONCERN, AND L
IY. AS A MATTER OF FACT, EAUL SOUGHT
T0 D THE CORINTHIANS TO THE EXTENT

THAT HE POSFRONED—HIS=FRdP THERE BECAUSE HE

KNEW HIS PRESENCE WOULD BE P FOR THEM,

THERE IS NO BONTIEICAL APPROACH, PAUL WAS

CONGERNED ABOUT THE FEELINGS OF THE CHURCH

AT CORINTH AND HE GOT NO_PLEASURE OUT OF CAUSING
S e -

THEMWRALN, THESE VERSES REVEAL A LOVING CONCERN
~ AND_CARE OF GOD'S UNDERSHEPHERD FOR THE

THE WORDS H ESS -- VERSE 1,
&QRRQW ANE SORRY -- VERSE E' éJHEAND GRLEVED --
ERSE 4, 5 ALL REVEAL THAT PAUL WAS .SAD TO
THE POINT OF TEARS_FOR HAVING TO WRITE SUCH

A STRONG LETTER. TRUE LOVE DISCIPLINES.
,1ﬂg§ag§g IE;%% iHE DESIRE FOR ACCERTANCE AND

PQPULARITY WILL SOMETIMES KEEP PEOPLE FROM
ACTING W D E IS REQUIRED, FOR
EXAMPLE,EfﬁFONE GIVES A CHILD_CANDY,—CAKE,
( 1CE_CREAM_AND _TQYS AND NEVER INSISTS UPON
)m1¥5, VEGETABLES AND FRUIT IN THE DIET,
/ SUCH PROCEDURE MIGHT BE POPULAR WITH THE CHILD
/ BUT IT WOULD-RUIN.HLS HEALTH, PAUL WAS
| CONCERNED ABOUT THE VELOPMENT
OF THE,SAINIS AT COR?ﬁ#H AND DISCIPLINE WAS A
™ NECESSARY PART_AND HE WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN THAT
DISCIPLINE (BY THE WAY, AN ARTICLE IN THE
5,NEWSPAPER THIS WEEK BORE THE FOLLOWING

CAPTION: "LACK OF DISCIPLINE MAY CAUSE
EMOTIONAL PROBLEMS IN CHILDREN" THE ARTICLE

i

}
/
i

A
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SAID SIMPLY THAT PARENTS %ﬁ&?‘bo NOT KNOW HOW
TO DISCIPLINE THEIR CHILDREN MAY BE .BR:
PEVCHOL061CAL-PROBLEMS FOR THEMSELVES AND
A THEIR CHILDREN STARTING IN_INFANCY AND

CONTINUING THROUGH LIFE, "DISCIPLINE.IS A
KEY FACTOR IN THE RELATIONSHIP_BETWEEN

~CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS.” PHRASES SUCH
AS "DISCIPLINE IS VITAL," OR "PARENTS WHO
GIVE THEIR YOUNGSTERS EVERYTHING THEY WANT
ARE ASKING FOR TROUBLE.” THE PENDULUM HAS
SWUNG TO THE OTHER END OF THE SPECTRUM,
AFTER WRECKING A GENERATIQE%OF KIDS, NOW

cT

THE EDUCATIQNAL AND T!ztk OPINION IS TO
FOLLOW THE BIBLICAL INJUNCTION TO DISCIPLINE
THE CHILD,) TResond

[I. DON'T KICK A MAN WHEN HE IS DOWN --
VERsEs 5-11

)

™ THE FIRST FOUR VERSES SPOKE OF THE_PRINCIPL
OF DISCIPLINE AND NOW PAUL SPEAKS %ﬂ?"THE'“'J;
F DISCIPLINE. [THE SPECIFIC PROBLEM
TO WHICH PAUL REFERS IS MENTIONED IN
| ol AT FIRST, THE CHURCH
IGNORED THIS SITUATIQN OF -.GRQSS..IMMORALILTY,
WHEN CALLED UPON BY PAUL TO DEAL WITH THE
SITUATION, THEY WENT TO THE QIHER-EXTIREME
IN THAT THEY MAY HAVE BEEN «h@QuSEVERE WITH
A MAN, JEE=pBRE&sSE OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE IS
UT_OF

RATHER. _TO BRING THEM TO THE PLACE QOF_
FRUITFUL AND
HIS MAN S RUBLIC _SIN REQUIRED RUBkL

~REBUKE, HE WAS TREATED AS AN OHEEASE, AS
AN UNBELIEVER. [HE ENTIRE SUBJECT OF
«m DISCIPIINE IS A DIFFICULT ONE. <HISCIFEIN

I%_NQI_EBAQIIQED BECAUSE IT IS DIRELCULT AND
MOST BELIEVERS, PASTORS, AND CHURCH-BOARDS

« THESE KINDS OF DECISIONS. ALSO,
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LEGALISTS WHO EXERCISE DISCIPLINE ABOUT
EXTERNALS AND AVOID THE GREATER AND MORE
WEIGHTY SUBJECTS OF SCRIPTURE HAVE MADE THE

BUT TO ONE ANOTHER. LIN THE HISTORY OF THIS
E Bk ONLY A VERY FEW
ATTERS OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE, MOST INVOLVING
IMMORALITY., HOWEVER, THERE IS A LIMITED
|SENSE IN WHICH DISCIPLINE IS PRACTICED BY
THE-BOARDIN REVIEWING-MEMBERSHIP, (NE CANNOT
REMAIN A MEMBER OF THIS CHURCH AND BE
DELINQUENT IN ATTENDANCE AND OTHER RESPONSIBILI-
SUGGESTS THAT THE SINNING

/™ RERENTED AND DESIRED TO BE1aEgg§:=5in IN THE
CHURCH. THE DANGER OF AN SEVERE.,

THAT THE CHURCH IS THE ONL HICH FAILS
TO DEAL WITH ITS T

—WA¥-+ * AS A MATTER OF FACT, SLNNL*GTﬁALNIs
ARE VERY MUCH LIKE oSLCK CHICKENS ELATE
/CONCERNING PECKING-TO-DEATHIN-A HENHOUSE--
\RELATE TO GRANDMOTHER'S EXPERIENCE GATHERING
+EGGS —— DEAD CHICKEN -- PECKED-TO—BEATH .
/IT WAS A WAY OF DEALING WITHLTHE WEAK. )
To BE SURE, THE BEST OF THE LORD’S PEOPLE ARE
WEAK AND FRAIL, MAKE MISTAKES., —NO_QNE $& e e
WANT§ TO BE C, JURGMENTAL , UNKIND AND
uNLHRLSIiAN- ”“l% RECOVERY OF THE SINNING

LE

e J
ERLIICAL_AIILIHDE IS VERY RE IN MATTERS OF
HURCH DISCIPLINE., SOMEONE %SUGGESTED

BROTHER SHQ OF> ,AND URRERMOST
”“\CONCERN. M. PAUL’'S CONCLUSION TO
DISCIPLINE=S#FEATTONS IS THAT THE CHURCH SHOULD
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HE WILL USE EVERY DEVICE IMAGINABLE

TO DISCOURAGE CHRISTIANS AND TO DESTROY A

LOCAL CHURCH, Jaiiiﬂiiiitﬂﬂ WHICH EXISTED
AT CORINTH IS NOT VE;&?{KELY IN THE AVERAGE

LOCAL CHURCH BECAUSE MEMBER OF ONE

CHURCH IS DLSCIPLINED, A CHURCH,

HE WILL SIMPLX.GO _ACROSS TOWN AND FIND
~ANOFHER-EHUREH WHERE HE WILL BE RECEIVED WITHI

OREN_ARMS -- ESPECIALLY IF HE 1S A-GOOD_GLVER!

ITI. "WE'RE ON THE WINNING SIDE, WE'RE #1"--
Verses 12-14

EVERYBODY WANTS TO BE IDENTIFIED WITHad

» IN_PQLITICS O THE RAISED
"ﬂ+ﬁ§5§ INDTCﬂTTNG‘VICTﬁ%%gﬁﬁD SUPREMACY IS
SEEN AT ALMOST EVERY PUBLIC GATHERING. [|HERE
r THE S
SOMETIMES WE GIVE THE
. HUBRESSION THAT SATAN IS .SO-ROWEREUL AND
QMERWHELMENG THAT EVIL IS ON THE RAMPAGE
AND THERE IS.NQ_WAY TO STOP IT. VERSE 14
Y BOUT OUR MARCHING IN CHRIST'S
EVERY_ROMAN CITIZEN
' ¢ MRH: [T WAS A MAGNIFICENT
PARADE IN HQNQR OF A VICTORIOUS ROMAN
GENERAL. [T WAS GRANTED BY THE_SENATE FOR
ONE WHO HAD DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF IN DEC ?gﬁg
VICTORY. IN ORDER TO QUALIFY, AT LEASl«é
OF THE ENEMY MUST HAVE FALLEN IN ONE ENGAGEMENT
AND THE ANN N _OF TERRITORY WAS USUALLY
INVOLVED., |HE GENERAL WOULD ENTER A CITY
IN A CHARIOT DRAWN BY NO LESS THAN FOUR HORSES,
QWN-OF LAUREL LEAVES ON HIS HEAD, AND A

SePTSE IN HIS HAND., HE WAS PRECEDED BY
I1CIALS, MUSICIANS, THE SPOILS OF
A VICTORY, 'HIS VICTORIOUS ARMY AND THE CAPTIVES

BOUND IN FETTERS. GENERAL WAS USUALLY CLAD

IN A PURPLE TUNIC MBROIDERED WITH GOLDEN PALM

LEAVES AND OVER IT A PURPLE TOGA MARKED WITH
__GOLDEN STARS. AFTER HIM RODE HIS FAMILY OR
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SOMETIMES HIS CHILDREN RODE WITH HIM IN THE
CHARIOT AND AS HE MADE HIS WAY ALONG THE
’,\\ROUTE OF THE [RIUMPH, THE CROWDS WOULD CHEER
AND HERALD HIM AS THE VICTORIOUS SOLDIER,
LT WAS AN.UNEQB&EIIABLEmDAY IN THE LIFE OF

JLJﬂNMAN_GENERJ

NOTHLNG—CAN AND WILL_SIQE_HLM. [F YOU WANT
TO SEE THE F T F HIS CONQUERING
POWER READZREVELATI ~ PAUL SAID THE
THE CORINTHI%NS WHA RTED OUT AS—TROBBPFE
15:57)

WILL END AS He (I CORINTHIANS

IV, "WHAT KIND OF PERFUME ARE YOU WEARING?" --
VErRses 15-16

— ,THE IMAGERY OF THE TRIUMBY WAS STILL IN
/ YPauL’s MIND, [N THAT MAGNIFICENT PARADE
THERE WERE PREESES WHO WALKED ALONG SWINGING
INQENéE;%%%LEQ_QENSEBs. THE CENSERS FILLED
THE AIR WITH A.ERAGRANT-AROMA, [0 THE VARIOUS
PEOPLE IN THE PARADE THE ODOR=OR AROMA MEANT
SOMETHING., [0 THE VICTORIOdg:gENEEBL, THAT
ODOR WAS A _SWEET-SMELL OF VICTORY., IT WAS
~A-SAVOUR_OF | IFE. AND ALL THE GOOD—THINGS
AWAITING IN-TFHE-RPUBLIC ARENA, |0 THE SFAVE
““AND CAPTIVES IN THE SAME PARADE THAT SAME

AROMA OR ODOR HAD AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT
EFFECT. [0 THEM, THE SMELL OF THE INCENSE

WAS A WAS AE§M§LL_QE;DQQN, BECAUSE SHORTLY

THEY WOULD BE EXECUTED OR USED IN PUBLIC

SPORTS GAMES BUT NOT P

SOMEONE HAS SUGGESTED THAT JUST AS k*EEED
/) PROVIDES HONEY ANDSWEEINESS TO SOME, IT MAY

PROVIDE ALSTILNG. TO.OTHERS,




(JOSEPEHIWAS A SAVOR OF DEATH TO THE BAKER

: SAVOR OF LIFE TO_ THE 0 ONE
GHIEEJON THE CROSS, JESUS WAS A SAVOR

FE BUT TO THE UNREPENTANT THIEF, JESUS
BROUGHT THE MESSAGE OF DESTRUCTION AND DOOM,
FOR SOME, JESUS IS A SWEET SMELLING SAVOR
OF JOY, LIFE AND BLESSING, —HE-IS_THAT_TU
THOSE WHO RECEIVE 10_THOSE WHO

REFUSE E IS A FEARSO%!E PERSON WHOSE
MESSAGE BRINGS GUILT AND_CONDEMNATION., THERE

IS AESO~ANOTHER SENSE IN WHICH THE BELIEVER'S
LIFE IS A SWEET- SMELLI@%ﬁEﬁAﬁBﬂNCE OF CHRIST
AND WHEREVER THE BELIE GOES THAT

FRAGRANCE GOES WITH HIM. [HAT IS WHY SOME
FOLK RESENT THE PRESENCE OF CHRISTIANS IN
PLACES WHERE SIN ABOUNDS. _WHEN THE GOSPEL
oE_JEsus CHRIST 1S_PREACHED FROM A

/™ THE DETERMINING FACTOR.




RoBERT K. SPRADLING JANuArY 24, 1982
A1,

"I”E Mg“ ””Q WQBE g HEIIH
Il CorRINTHIANS 3:1-18

IN THIS CHAPTER, PAUL SPEAKS OF THE GLORY OF THE
MINISTRY, [HREE WORDS OR REFERENCES TO THREE
OBJECTS WILL SERVE TO DIVIDE THE CHAPTER,

i o

GLASS 6R MIRROR - V. 18

MEN. DON'T WEAR VEILS! VYET, IN THIS CHAPTER,
ONE MAN DID AND, AS A MATTER OF FACT, ALL MEN
po!  WE WILL CONSIDER THIS MATTER IN THE SECOND
DIVISION OF THE CHAPTER,

I, WRITTEN EPI TTER T b
CALLED WALKING EPISTLES - v. 1-3

™ ArTER PAUL DEPARTED FROM CORINTH, CERTAIN
TEACHERS OR RELIGIOUS PEDDLERS CAME INTO TOWN
ARMED WITH LETTERS 'OF REFERENCE TO COM?END
THEMSELVES TO THE_CORINTHIAN CHURCH. [HEY SET
OUT TO DISCREDIT PAUL, SUGGESTING THAT WHEN HE

CAME TO CORINTH HE HAD.NO LETT OF_RECOMMENDATI(

£EE.EB.ENQLS:FLB.E.DJ.'LS OR ONI FROM THE
ERUSALEM OR FOR

THAT MATTER, ‘THE'E

ORINTHIANS, LIKE MOST PEOPLE,

WERE WITH WRITIEN-DOCUMENTS..QF
+~ AND, ONE MIGHT UNDERSTAND THE

NECESSITY FOR SUCH A PROCEDURE CONCERNING A
TOTAL STRANGER OR A MAN WHOUSE BACKGROUND AND
MINISTRY IS UNKNOWN TO A CHURCH., HOWEVER, WHAT
THESE BRETHREN DID NOT UNDERSTAND WAS THAT
SOMETIMES REFERENCES ARE=MEANMINMGLESS BECAUSE IT

~ 1S NOT TERRIBLY DIFFICULT TO SECURE LETTERS OF
© ) RECOMMENDATION. [N THOSE DAYS,-AS NOW, TO ATTEND
THE RIGHI _SCHQOLS, MAKE THE AND

KNOW THE.RIGHT _PEQPIE IN NO WAY GUARANTEES AN
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EFFECTIVE MINISTRY, PAUL WROTE TO THE CHURCH
IN REPLY TO THEIR CONCERN THAT HE HAD SOMETHING
THANEQRMAL..CREDENTIALS, NAMELY,

IN THE LIVES OF PEOPLE WHO

WERE _PauL SAiD, You,
ARE .~~ﬁ:wﬂu; PauL's
Y MES 0

.(.m-.-.u-un.‘re-n-n DAL L OE PALL S MINIQTRY
HERE USED TO BE AN OLD SAYING FOR YOUNG
BPREACHERS - "IF YOU CANDIDATE IN A CITY CHURCH
AKE YOUR BEST SUIT; IF YoU CANDIDATE IN A
OUNTRY CHURCH TAKE YOUR BEST SERMON, "

PEAKING OF LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION, SOMEONE
ALLED MY ATTENTION TO A LETTER WHICH MIGHT

AVE BEEN WRITTEN TO A=GHURCH.PULPIT O
COMMITTEE FOR A PULPIT IN A MODERN CHU%E%E@gEy

AT CORINLH WAS WORTH MORE
- E . PROPER OR GOO!
~™ LETTER SHO HAVE SEVERAL RACTERISTICS O
%. LEGIBILITY @PROPER ForM
MA AL, SUCH AS ER AND WRITING
INSTRUMENT E OF THE WRITER-PERSONALITY
COMING THRQ CLARITY.  (RELATE LETTERS

WHICH SAY “BEARSCCCUPAN AND ALSO A -COMPUTER
h TTER_FROM MY FR IEND L S_ WHICH BEGAN

AR VIR DR A ' \ bo -
1) You AND HRA _LLYING
: A DYINE W _h“f ND AS THE POET 'As
DV ARE _WRITINGM\A HAPTER
HAT YO lﬂﬁAND_THE,NORD THAI
AD_WHAT\ YOU WRITE
ITHFUL OR TRUEL UST WHAT IS IHE,GOSPEL_

*AGGQRQQAKLJILJE&L’ \ I)@dﬂﬁfgﬁ “tf’xfﬂkj'

Mve

IT, VEI i i -vs,6-16
THESE VERSES RELATE THE CONTRAST BETWEEN

'{ﬁﬁk T&ﬁéﬁ? THE TERM REFERS TO THE
LAWtEEég THESE VERSES; AUL SHOWS

AL
|

™

HOW THE OLp TEsT, WAS NEVER GIVEN FOR MAN TO
KEEP IN ORDER TO BE SAVED,
SAVED HE CONTEXT OF

g A



-3~

THE CHAPTER SPEAKS OF THE LAW AS “A MINISTRATION
OF DEATH, ITwGOMDEMMED MAN IN HIS SINFUL ESTATE,
WAS GOQD AND IN FACT A THING,
QHEN ﬂOSES CAME INTO THE PRESENCE OF HOD WHO
GAVE THE LAW, THERE WAS GLORY ATTACHED TO IT.
™ WAS NOT IN THE LAW BUT IN MAN WHO

COULD NOT KEEP IT, AS A MATTER OF FACT, THE
LAW WAS NOT GIVEN FOR MAN TO KEEP, BUT RATHER '

IT ACTED AS A MIRROR OR TO REVEAL
MAN'S FRAILTY APART FROM CHRIST TO BRING HIM
TO CHRIST NLY SOURCE AND PERSON OF

0
SALVATION.m THE REP E OF THE LAW
IN THE OLD TESTY, SPOKE OF sAmSYSIEM B N

COULD-DRAW-NEAR—F0-00D IF THEY DID.CERTAIN. THINGS

HED, F.

“Romans 3:20, 6:14; GaL, 3:10- TEXT GOES
ON TO SAY THAT NOT ONLY DID MOSES COVER HIMSELF
WITH A VEIL WHEN HE CAME INTO THE PRESENCE OF
GOD AND THE LAW, BUT THERE IS A SENSE IN WHICH

‘4§£E§§E§%%?¥E§§é5% IS VEILED CONCERNING THE THINGS
P OMES TO KNOW CHRIST,
SAME. GENERAL TRUTH IS
MENTIONED IN & ACCORDING TO THESE

ROM. I AND
-éEﬁﬁfﬁ?fEHRIST THROUGH REGENERAT OV. 'NLY CHRIST
CAN LIFT THAT F SPIRITUA| RANCE AND

o~ INDIFEERENCE FROM THE_HEART. 1l0_ONE ELSE HAS
. THERE IS NO GREATER PERSONAL
NEED IN YOUR LIFE THAN TO HAVE THAT VEIL OF
BLINDNESS LIFTED FROM YOUR HEART BY THE SPIRIT OF
Gop, EVEN THOUGH THE CONTEXT OF V., 16 REEERS
S, THE PRINCIPLE IS TRUE OF EITHER—JEW_OR
THAT BY TURNING TO THE LORD IN FAITH THE
VEIL OF OBSCURITY SEPARATING MAN FROM GOD IS

LIFTED. ? A MATTER_OF FACT, THE WORD OR
KALU MA +N [ Cor, 5:1%5-16 1S ONLY USED F IN
) THE EST, AND IS SIMILAR TO THE WORD

KALUPTO, WHICH MEANS_TO COVER OR HIDE.) THE
CONTEXT OF THE MOSES EXPERIENCE MAY BE SEEN IN
Exo. 34:33, THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE BIBLE
ITSELF WILL ALWAYS BE A LOCKED BOOK TO THE HEART
THAT DOES NOT KNOW CHRIST. JusT As our LQrD
RENT THE VAIL IN THE [EMPLE TO SHOW THAT CHRIST

N A
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IS THE FULFILLMENT OF THE OLD TEST. LAW AND Gop

DOES NOT INTEND FOR US TO TEMPT TO KEEP THAT
N LAWYIN ORDER TO BE SAVED.gA RELATE RECENT
CONVERSATION WITH A FRIEND ABOUT HOW PEOPLE MAKE

FOOLISH _STATEMENTS ABQUT BY IMP ,I._.YING THAT
JTHEY ARE KEEPING THE EOR,

| COMMANDMENTS - T0- THE—-B-E%T——QE—lHEm

THIS IS SIMPLY-NOT-TRUE! No MAN DOES HIS BEST OR

WHAT-HE-KNOWS—IS-BEST ALL THE TIME., [0 IMPLY

THAT ONE IS ATTEMPTING TO KEEP_THE LAW AS A

BASIS FOR SALVATION IS A REVELATION OF TOTAL

%OD-BHUAL IGNORANCF AND_KNOWLEDGE OF THE BIBLE,
DOESN T WANT YOU AND ME TO TRY TO KEEP THE

TU COMMANDMENTS IN ORDER TO GET TO HEAVEN !

HE WANTS MEN TO TURN_TO QHRI§T AS THE ONE WHO

KEPT THEM FOR USw=

[IT, 13 G D G
. VS,
?-‘u(cb(b‘
T IS A THAT YOU AND I TEND TO
P WHA THE BIBLE HAS A

GREAT DEAL TO SAY ABOUT THIS PRINCIPLE.

WORD IS SOMETIMES JSED IN. THE BIBLE AS
TRONTERoR diosis, D11i=98 orn’3: fuzis

ISAIAH 45: 2 HESE VERSES ALL SPEAK OF THE

1§EHE#E§§§§!=Eiﬁﬂ- WHEN ONE LOOKS TO JESUS

HRIS AVING FAITH, HE IS_SAVED FROM HIS
SINS JUST AS THE PEOPLE IN NUMBERS_HEREEQURED
0E-IHE—SERRENI_BLIEﬂﬁx.ﬁ_SLMELE_%QQK FTER THE
LOOK OF SALVATION, THE DIBLE SPEAKS OF THE .GAZE

IFIGATIQY, PEOPLE WHO GAZE AT ELLMSEARS .

RECQRD MAKERS, AND :u.aERﬁQNA%éE%ﬁé: AND _WHO DO
SO WITH REGULARITY WILL SOON TO DRESS LIKE

THEM, ADQRIJHEIR MANNERISMS, AND FOLLOW THE
KIND OF HERO WORSHIP, [T IS GENERALLY BELIEVED

THAT 1F THES EOPLE LIVE TOGETHER _LONG ENOUGH
THEY WILL BEGIN TO. LOOK A . IT 1s ALSO A

£ FACT OF LIFE THAT Eéé%;iié;‘TEND TO BEAR THE
PHYSICAL IMAGE OF THEIR PARENTS. IN THE OLD TEST.
%DD_S_QLﬂRx.WAS SEEN IN THE TABERNACLE AND

EMPLE, BUT TODAY GOD'S GLORY DOES NOT RESIDE IN

A BUILDING OR IN RELIGIOUS OBJECTS, BUT IN
PEOPLE. [HIS VERSE IS SAYING SIMPLY THAT You

AND LOOK INTO THE PAG ACRED SCRIPTURE -
QETEN ENOUGH AND-LONG ENOUGH, THERE WIL E /
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FROM THAT-EXRERLENCE_AN_LMﬁQE oF CHRIST IN OUR
LIVES AND PEOPLE WILL SEE HIM REFLECTED IN US.
THE ONLY WAY FOR YOU AND ME TO BE TRANSFORMED AND
NOT CONFORMED CONCERNING THIS WORLD IS TO_LOOK
ATLHRIST, WHEN WE DO, A TRANSFIGURATION OR

(™ MEIAMORPHOSIS OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH WILL DEVELOP,
FEW_STORIES [LLUSTRATE THIS PRINCIPLE BETTER THAN

; = STONE .

E TELRR AP rORY OF.A BOY WHO LTVED IN A

éég%%%ﬁ_ﬂELﬂﬂ_AJMQUNIALN AND CARVED IN THE FACE
MOUNTAIN BY THE FORCES OF NATURE WAS A
GREAT STONE_FACE. LOOKAING DOWN SOLEMNLY OVER THE
OF THE VILLAGE. ACCORDING TO LEGEND,
SOME DAY_A_MAN WOULD COME TO THAT VILLAGE WHO
WOULD LOOK JUST LIKE THE GREAT STONE FACE AND
HE WOULD DO .REMARKABLE THINGS FOR THE VILLAGE,

BRINGING BUSINESS, EMPLOYMENT AND GENERAL
OVERAL GS TO THE PEOPLE OF THE VILLAGE.

THE STORY FASCINATED T D THAT HE USED TO
OOKING AT THE GR STONE FAC
QND THINKING ABOUT THE ANTICIPATED GLORY TO COME,
EARS PASSED BY AND NO “SAVIQUR" CAME AND STILL
O The YOUNG_MAN WHO HAD NOW BECOME AN_OLD_MAN
SAT AND LOOKED AT THE BEAUTY AND-MAJESTY OF THE
GREAT STONE FACE. AS THEZLEGBND GOES, ONE DAY
A PERSON WALKING THROUGH TOWN SAW THE OLD MAN
SITTING LOOKING AT THE FACE AND LOOKING AT THE
SIDE OF THE MOUNTAIN EXCLAIMED,
THE—ONE—WHO—F-SmikE~FHE-GREAT _STONE FACE!”  THE
WHOLE VILLAGE GATHERED TO LOOK AT THE OLD MAN,
WHO INDEED LOOK LIKE THE FACE IN THE OLD

MOUNTAIN, _SIMPLY STATED, u%_;uﬁpjﬁaznﬁi_LL&E:iﬁﬁs
'fﬁﬁ%%%%%f [F vou DESIRE TO BE

WE MUST GAZE AT JESUS CHRISTh SOME-
ONE HAS SU GEST;D THAT THE SONG ENTITLED
H},Y"_SHOULD BE RETITLED “TAKE TIME

_IIME TO BE
TO_BEHOLD HIM” THIS IDEA OF N@;ﬁﬁiﬁéﬁ%%%ﬁﬁ_ AND
NO_SHORFGUES 1S FOREIGN TO SPIRITUAL INTERESTS
DAY,

M TO O BASK IN THE PRESENCE OF A HOLY SAVIOUR
IS NOT ONLY FRABLE TO MOST, BUT WNALIRACTIVE
AND UNPRACTICED L (FLESHY IS THE ORIENTATION OF
MANY RELIGIOUS_ACTIVFr1Es. (RELATE To CORAL
RIDGE CONCERT.) , IN SPITE OF ALL

W%T?Y AND INTERESTS AND EVEN IN THE
WAKE OF RELIGI TALK AND BIBLE DOCTRINE, THERE

| Y

1
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IS ONE THING YOU AND » AND THAT IS
TH T IN THE LIFE OF
THE BELIEVER AS_THE RESULT OF SPENDING TIME IN

IS PRESENCE. FOR MOST OF US, THAT IMAGE IS
/™ EITHER TOTALLY_ABSENT OR VERx_EALBLJMpLIuM.

WE ~WELL TO TAKE HEED TO PAUL’'S ADMONITIO}
INCHEBREWS 12: THE WORLD WILL NEVER SEE
CHRIS LIFE ?NLESS THEY SEE HIM IN

CHRISTLIKE PEOPLE. [T MAY BE THATZSo=PSW PEQP|E
ARE_ATTRACTED TO OUR CHURCHES BECAUSE THEY SEE

OF CHRIST HERE.C TOZERYHAS SAID IT
WELL, %Y O SIT AND THINK oD, 0 WHAT A
JOY IT 1S! TO THINK THE THOUGHT, EO BREATHE THE
NAME; EARTH HAS NO HIGHER BLISS. FATHER OF JESUS.
LOVE 'S REWARD! WHAT RAPTURE WILL IT BE,
PROSTRATE BEFORE THY THRONE TO LIE, AND GAZE AND
GAZE_ON THEE!
WE NEED NOT TELL OUR FELLOW BELIEVERS THE
QBJECT OF OUR GAZE - IT IS OBVIOUS PERHAPS TO_ALL

~BUT_US.,

'




GENTLEMEN:

UNDERSTANDING THAT YOUR PULPIT IS VACANT,

I SHOULD LIKE TO SUBMIT MY APPLICATION, AM
ENERALLY CONSIDERED TO BE A GOOD PREACHER.

HAVE BEEN A LEADER IN MOST OF THE PLACES |
HAVE SERVED, HAVE ALSO FOUND TIME TO DO SOME
WRITING ON THE SIDE,

AM OVER 50 YEARS OF _AGE, AND WHILE MY
HEALTH IS NOT THE BEST, | STILL MANAGE TO GET
ENOUGH WORK DONE SO AS TO PLEASE MY PARISH.

As FOR REFERENCES, | AM SOMEWHAT HANDICAPPED,
][ HAVE NEVER PREACHED IN ANY PLACE FOR MORE THAN
5 YEARS. AND THE CHURCHES | HAVE PREACHED IN
HAVE GENERALLY BEEN PRETTY SMALL, EVEN THOUGH
THEY WERE LOCATED IN RATHER LARGE CITIES. IN
SOME PLACES | HAD TO LEAVE BECAUSE MY MINISTRY
CAUSED R{OTS AND DISTURBANCES. EVEN WHERE |
STAYED, | DID NOT GET ALONG TOO WELL WITH OTHER
RELIGIOUS LEADERS IN TOWN, WHICH MAY INFLUENCE
HE KIND OF REFERENCES THESE PLACES WILL SEND YOU.

HAVE ALSO BEEN THREATENED_ SEVERAL TIMES AND
EVEN PHYSICALLY ATTACKED., THREE OR FOUR TIMES
] HAVE GONE TO JAIL FOR WITNESSING TO MY
CONVICTIONS

STILL, | FEEL SURE | CAN BRING VITALITY TO
YOUR CHURCH EVEN THOUGH [ AM NOT PARTICULARLY
GOOD AT KEEPING RECORDS. [ MavE TO ADMIT |
DON'T EVEN REMEMBER ALL- THOSE wHOM ['VE BAPTISED.
HOWEVER, IF YOU CAN USE ME, | SHOULD BE PLEASED
TO BE CONSIDERED.

PauL




RoBERT K. SPRADLING  JANUARY 31, 1982 A.M.

Al INSIDE LOOK AT THE GOSPEL MINISTRY
II CorINTHIAN 4:1-6

THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 400,000 PROTESTANT
CLERGYMEN IN AMERIcA, 50,000 MISSIONARIES
WORLDWIDE, AND LESS THAN 5U,000 STUDYING
FOR THE MINISTQY IN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES
IN AMERICA, HEN I WAS IN SEMINARY 27 YEARS
AGO, THEY WERE PREDICTING A SHORTAGE BUT THIS
HAS NOT COME TRUE.) [HE MINISTERS LIFE AND
DID A SURVEY
SOME YEARS AGO AND DISCOVERED THAT
MINISTERS IN AMERICA DO NOT HAVE A REGULAR
DAY OFF AND WORK ON THE AVERAGE OF OVER b7 HOURS
PER WEEK, ACCORDING TO THE SURVEY, TOP —
EXECUTIVES IN 500 U, S. CORPORATIONS WORK ABOUT
HE SAME LENGTH OF TIME, BUT EARN 20 TIMES MORE,
,6NE_QQI_QE_EL§ﬂT CLERGYMEN IS THINKING —
™ SERIOUSLY ABOUT RESIGNATION TO PURSUE OTHER
TYPES OF WORK, [HE REASON FOR SUCH THINKING
IS BECAUSE OF THE APPARENT INEFFECTIVENESS

OF WORK DONE IN CHURCH. [HE DROP-QUT PROBLEM
IS DUE TO THE_CRISIS ATMOSPHERE OF TOO MANY
T INSECURTTY

PROBLEM§ AND 0 IONS.,
OR S POSITION, FAMILY, RETIREMENT AND
OTHER FACTORS HAVE LED MANY TO LEAVE THE

MINISTRY, MWHY WOULD A PERSON SEEK SUCH A

E CIALLY UNREWARDING CAREER?_ J-ME—ANSWER

MUST BE THAT NOTEVERYBODY MEASURES SUCCESS:

IN TERMS OF FINANCIAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS,

, FROM THE BIBLICAL POINT OF VIEW, A

MINISTER DOES NOT SEEK THE MINISTRY, IT

SEEKS HIM. THAT 1S PAUL S FIRST SUGGESTION

IN OUR UAPTER TODAY -- “SEEING WE HAVE THIS
» MINISTRY




™

™
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I. THE CALL TO THE GOSPEL MINISTRY IS BASED
ON MERCY, NOT MERIT -- Verse 1

THE PHRASE LITERALLY READS _WEMWERE
Two OF PAUL'S FAVORITE WORDS ARE
AN (SHOW THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN
EHE TWO TER BY USING THE TERM MERCY,

AUL DISASSOCIATES HIMSELF AND HIS ASSOCIATES
FROM

As
FAR AS bAUL WAS CONCERNED, (oD TOOK POOR,

MISERABLE CREATURES AND PUT
GLORIOUS (GOSPEL MINISTRY,
THE,WORE& SUGGESTS TH

WHO_ARE

B.BE.'LCI:I.ED_A.N.D_G.LLLI.LYﬁ THESE ARE THE

AUL USES TO DESCRI MSELF, WHO HAD FEW
PEERS AS A RELIGIOUS LEADER, IT LEAVES NO OTHER
MAN ROOM FOR BOASTING. [HE TERM MERLI DOES

NOT APPEAR IN SCRIPTURE, YET THE™TDER™IS

INHERENT _IN EVERY UNSAMED-MAN AND EVEN IN THE

PAGES OF cuuRCTEEﬁiﬁEﬁﬁﬁ;ﬂEEN NO LESS THAN
AUGUSTLNE AND S BOTH ENDORSED

THE IDEA OF MERTT CONCERNTNG SALVATION!

E. HARRISON, PAGE 349) MANY PEOPLE IN
CHURCH HISTORY BELIEVED THAT_BAPTLSM AND
OTHER RITUAL ARSOLVED SIN AND PUT THE RECIPIENT
INTO A [0US POSIT Gop, IN
CERTAIN g"'0F THEOLOGY, THERE 15 A STRANGE
PROGRE83§¥§E$%€ IDEA OF MERIT. FOR_SQ}

BELIEVE THAT THE NATURE OF M LENT
D _GOO

N _THE STAGE OR ROUND OF SPIRITUAL
TO ETER
LEE.

[ WAS STARTLED TO READ CONCERNING A
DOCTRINE CALLED THE | ) FQUND IN
SOME THEOLOGY WHICH TS THAT
suEEERuma_uAs_mnRE_InAm_Emauau_EnR;IuE_uuM&N

~RACE_AND_THE.SACRIFICIAL WORKS QF SOME SAINTS
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WAS MORE THAN NEEDED FOR THEIR OWN PERSONAL
WELLBEING, &HBERERQRE, THEIR GOOD WORKS LEFT
A_RESIDUE OR SURPLUS FOR THE REST OF us!

™ (THoMAs AQuINESENDORSED THIS IDEA!)
10 BE SURE, THERE IS A KIND OF MERILISSYSTEM—

IE OUR WORLD WHIC 0 HAVE
~ACCOMPLISHMENT. HUR WORLD FUNCTIONS UNDER

SUCH A SYSTEM., WHEN IT COMES TO SALVATION

AND FQRGIVENESS OF SINS, NO_MAN HAS THE

ABILITY, NO MATTER HOW GOOD OR-HOW-HARD HE TRIES,
0eGAIN MERIT IN THE EYES OF GOD. [HE TERM

(GRACEPBY DEFINITION SUGGESTS ONE WHO IS

saLvation) (TiTtus 35:5, EPHESIANS 278=9)

THE PROBLEM ARISES WHEN PEOPLE ATTEMPT TO ADD

TO OR SECOND GUESS gon. IE U

CONSIDERED HIMSELF “CHI ERS AND
™ LESS THAN THE LEAST OF ALL SAINTS" HOW DARE

ANY OF US SUGGEST ANYTHING TO THE CONTRARY

REGARDING EITHER PERSONAL SALVATION OR A

CALL TO THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY?

IT. THE CONTINUATION IN THE GOSPEL MINISTRY

IS DEPENDENT UPON THE COURAGE NOT TO QUIT -
VERSE 1

n

THE PHRASE “WE LITERALLY MEANS

s Gl ME el N LOENLL S
S OR , BEHAVE
. ROBERTSON HAS WELL SAID:
.?EAD_EULL OF THINGS IS HARD.TO
. 1T 1S EASY JUST 70 G P AND
UST TO STICK TO ONE'S TASK AND TO GO
ON IS THE HARD THING, WHEN THE FIRST FLUSH
OF ROMANCE 1S OVER. MHEN PAUL THOUGHT OF THE
IFFICULTIES THROUGH WHICH HE HAD PASSED, IT

WAS THE s” THAT CROWNED
HIS SUMMATION IN ORINTHIANS 11:28,

]




@™ [T IS NOT EASY TO STAND ON-PRENGIREE,

PAUL HAD DLEELCULT.MOMENES IN THE MINISTRY.
[T WAS NOT EASY TO SEE PEOPLE REJECT BOTH
THE JMESSENGER AND THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL.

AUL'S
DEDICATION TO PRINCIPLE EOOK HIM um'ls
SEVERAL TIMES., EVEN ON PAUL'SchesPEF=tEAM
THERE WERE THQSE WHO QUIT IN THE FACE OF
ADVERSITY, (CoMPARE_JouN [1ABK)  HOWEVER,

DEEPLY INGRAINED IN PAUL' SwSRIRLIUAL L.LEF
ANDLHRISTLAN—MATURIT YA S =TT UNWAVE R LNG,

-GOSREL! HIS CRY WAS ONWARD, FORWARD AND
UPWARD IN OUR QUEST CHRISTWARD.

: <HoW. CoulLD
PRESSURES AND ADV e E ﬁﬁé:%ﬁgﬁgﬁ MUST BE
THAT HIS GOAL IN THE H§T§TTKN'MTNHBTRY WAS
TO PLEASE JESUS T AND THE PLAUDIIS AND
AeeﬁﬁgzzgzgﬂngﬁﬁE§J&N NO WAY CHANGED HIS GOAL.
SOMEWHER IN PAUL 'S MIND THERE WAS T
LITTLE SLOGAN: =S ALWAYS IQO QUIT."

RELATE To V. R, EDMAN AN DR. IN H YI9
EVER IS EVERYWHERE ENCOURAGED NOT
TO QUIT! éLEéE %?. , GALATIANS 6:9
EPHESIANS SSA&ONg NS 3113 --
NOTICE THE EMPHASIS ON 3 *ﬂm.u %l
IIT. THE CONDUCT OF THE GOSPEL MINISTRY ,"’"s"
REQUIRES DEDICATION TO TRUTH -- VERSE 2

PAuL REMINDED THE CORINTHIANS THAT THE GOSPEL

JINISTRY IRARELCSLLRUTH AND NOT, '
AUL CONDUCTEE HIS MINISTRY IN THE FOR
ALL TO SEE., ENSKI HAS WELL SAID:

EDS

E, AS GOOD, AS THE TRUTH...:."

«BULE CANNOT WIN THE CONSCIENCE, WHAT COULD
E ADDED TO TRUTH TO MAKE IT MORE EFFECTIVE?




-5-

TRUTH NEEDS NO OUTSIDE SHPPORT. LIES CANNOT

STAND IN ITﬁ PRESENCE, AUL WAS NO RELIGIOUS
E DID NOT C T, WATER-DOWN,

OR ADuLIERAIE.THE TRUTH OF Gop’s WORD

"TRIMMING-THE TRUTH" WAS NOT IN PAUL’S MAKEUP,

SOMEONE SAID PAUL COULD LQOK EVERYONE IN THE

EYES AND SPE OLY GHOST CANDOR,
(CoMPAR ) IT was MAN's
TAMPERING WI TH WHICH SHOVED HIM DOWN

THE LADD R OF §IRITUAL DECLINE AND DECAY,
NoTICE OHN S EMPHASIS

ON THE WORD TRUTH; (Joun. 1:14 17

15:26, 16 7 17 18:32- F THERE Is
: CH. ,; IT IS,THE

IGNQRED AND OVERLQQKED; BUT ONLY BY MAN AND
NOT BY GOD, SOMEONE HAS SAID THERE IS A DEEP
HOSTILITY IN MAN’S NATURE WHICH OBJECTS TO THE
TRUFH-0F~30D BUT DOES NOT QBJECT TO POSITIVE
IDEAS ABOUT H HE GOSPEL IS ACCORDING
TO THE BIBLE(Ei;EEE?ND ANYONE WHO TURNS ON

THE LIGHT TO EYES THAT ARE USED TO DARKNESS

WILL SOMETIMES RECEIVE HARSH AND SEVERE
REACTIONS -- PAUL RECEIVED SUCH,

IV, THE CONDITION OF THE WORLD IN WHICH

THE GOSPEL MINISTRY IS CONDUCTED --
VERSES 3-4

THERE ARE THREE TERMS IN THESE VERSES

WHICH DESCRIBE THE CONDITION OF THE WORLD --
LOST, BLIND, AND DARKNESS." THE WORD (Ja

IN THE TEXT IS A RRESENT PARTICIPLE WH
DESCRIBES THE PRQCESS OF SIOWLY PERISHING.
THIS PARTICULAR WORD IS USED IN SEVERAL
- IMPORTANT PASSAGES IN SCRIPTURE'

CORINTHIANS KE %3.1 Il PeETER 3:8-9,
JOHN 5:15-16, JoHN lU 10 LOST NOW
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ARE TWO WORDS DIFFICULT FOR MEN TO ACCEPT,
BUT BECAUSE MEN AREZSGSTSMGN AND SENTENCE

HAS ALREADY BEEN PASSED--J E THE
1%96&4MJE_DN_IHE.£ALENDAR.UQ$HEE§Ei§%E§
™ MINDS OF MEN WILL NBT LET THEM
DESPERATE PLIGHT. DoN'T BLAME EQD F
THE SRERIFUALMESS—FHE~WORED—So Ll ,
THE GREAT BICEMBER—-ANDBENBER OF ME ;
HERE IS HEALING FOR HUMANITY'S HURTS,
IT MUST COME FROM (OD_AND-NOT MAN, OSATAN'S
GOAL IS TO KEEP THE LIGHT FROM THE GOSPEL
AWAY FROM MAN'S MIND IN ORDER THAT HE MAY
CONTINUE TO LIVE IN SPIRITUAL DARKNESS. IN
THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL, WE ARE_ENGAGED
IN A BATTLE FOR THE MINDS OF MEN, IHE WAY
INDS IS TO M THER A
OR A NEGLEETED=MBFEA, SIMPLY STATED:
NEVER DAWNS" ON THE UNSAVED MAN HOW
DESPERATELY HE NEEDS CHRIST AND THE GOSPEL
UNTIL HE HEARS THE WORD OF GOD. SAZAN
/™, BEINDS WITH SUCH THINGS AS PREOCCUPAELLON,
PAGENTRY, »  PLEASURE, POSSESSIONS,
AND PEQPLE. MAN'S SPIRITUAL-GOND TION I%ii
CHARACTERIZED BY THE TERM
LIVES IN A WORLD OF SPIRITUAL I*"NESS
Aﬂn THE OSPEL IS TO TEAT W?RLD AS LIGHT.
, EPHESIANS 1, CoLossiAns 1:13,
PETER :9)  SIMPLY STATED, THE GOSPEL
IS NOT COVERED OR HIDDEN TO ANYONE WHO WANTS
TO KNOW OR UNDERSTAND WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS.
THE PROBLEM IS THAT SO MANY PEOPLE NEVER
GIVE THE BIBLE A VALID HEARING., [HEY CHECK
ouT OR CLOSE THEIR MINDS TO THE CLAIMS OF
KHE OaPEL WITHOUT EVER LISTENING CAREFULLY.
OBERTSON HAS WELL SAID: "IT 1S BY
FLAUNfING BEFORE THE EYES OF THE UNBELIEVING
o THEmRERLSHLNG.LOXS . OE _EARTH THAT THE GOD OF
THIS WORLD BLINDS THE_HEARTS OF MEN TO THE
GLORY, OF CHRIST AND THE WORTH OF SPIRITUAL
LIFE.” WE HAVE HAD AN lNSIDE.LOQK AT THE
GOSREL—MINESTRY AND IN THIS PASSAGE, PauL

INVITES THOSE WHO ARE “OUTSIDE AND LOOKING IN”
TO COME INTO THE GOSPEL FOLD AND BE SAVED,




RoBERT K. SPRADLING FEBRUARY 7, 1982
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A,
o /JCC,A 2l J7o
EARTHEN VESSELS AND EQTERNAL VALUEY
Y II CORINTHIANS 4:7-18

A1 1s DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND HOW A SMALL
__BOTTLE 16" HIGH AND DATING BACK TO THE EARLY
v ﬁ _PERIOD IN CHINESE HISTORY COULD BE SOLD

oyBGN FOR OVERSI=MILIION, BUT IT HAPPENED
ONE REASON WHY THAT VESSEL IS SO

VALUABLE IS THERE ARE ONLY_3

WOR D. IMALQRLY, A CHINES
000,

OF LIS LYPE IN THE
E.JAR SOLD FOR

$528, ING VASE BOUG Y
M b AND MRs. DOUGLAS OLIVER IN THE lﬁﬁﬂ_s IN
A PH

ILADELPHIA ANTIQUE SHOP SOLD IN 1925

R EXAMPLE, A SMALL BOY PLAILN'*‘ ‘
FRIENDS, DARTED INTO THE PATH OF A CAR. [HE
QUICK APPLICATION OF THE BRAKES BY THE DRIVER
COULD NOT AVOID THE MISHAP AND THE SICKENING
THUD OF FLE&? AGAINST FENDERS CREATED A DIRE
EMERGENCY, [HE BOY WAS PICKED UP AND RUSHED
TO_THE HOSPITAL. HIS LIMP BODY MADE THE

DRIVER OF THE CAR THINK HE WAS DEAD, S
MOTHER AND CAR DRIVER WAITED AT THE HOSPITAL,
FINALLY, A.DOCTOR EMERGED SMILING AND REPORTED
THE CHILD WAS NOT DEAD; AND AS A MATTER OF FACT,
THERE WEREwNO=BROKENSBONESs ONLY A BRUISED
WEAD--AND_FOOT AND THE YOUNGSTER WOULD BE KEPT

IN THE HOSPITAL FOR A FEW DAYS FOR OBSERVATION
BUT HE WAS ALL RIGHT. WHEN THE MOTHER

HURRIED INTO THE CHILD' s HOSPITAL ROOM, AND
LOOKED IN :

WHIMPERED

HIS CONCERN WAS OVER THE_LOSS OF HIS. QAP
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To BE SURE, THIS IS BOTH UNDERSIANDABLE AND
LORGIVABLE IN CHILDREN; BUT MINDS US

THAT SOMETIMES WE. -.ovsgﬁ
ASURES AUL KNEW THE iU

SRR REASIRES « (BISHOP SHEEN'S ~
AUTOBIOGRAPHY IS ENTITLED ~IREASURE IN CLAY")

I. THE TREASURE WE HAVE IN EARTHEN VESSELS --
VERSE 7

~"RELATE CONCERNING LAST SATURDAY'S SALE —>.
EVERYTHING IN THE HOUSE WITH THE EXCEPTION OF

A FEW PRIVATE AND PERSONAL POSSESSIONS UP .EOR
. HUNDREDS LINED UP

SALE, ENCEUDING-THE-HOUSE

AND HUNDREDS MORE PASSED THROUGH TO PURCHASE

THE ACCUMULATED PQSSESSIONS OF ONE FAMILY

FOR A LIFETIME, [T REMINDED ME AGAIN OF THE
’ , AND THE-RELATTVELY FEW-

"SELETNESSCOE _LTEE
-qu;NGSiDNE HAS IN THIS LIFE,
J RELATE 70 DAD AND TWO PLASTIC BAGS. DR

, PURCHASED A BROWN BAG FULL OF CLAY
/¢ POTS -~ ' THEY WERE OLD,-USED,
D &RAGILE. OUNE OF THE SPECTACULAR

S %SHBHIS GENERATION

OCCURRED IN THE LATE S, BEDOU QEED

SHEPHERD._BQY ACCIDENTLY nxscoVEﬁEﬁ'§6%E

®OIS IN A CAVE DOWN NEAR THE DEAD SEA. THE
EA-SCRO %s NOW‘KNOWN TO

MOST CHURCH- GOIuG PEOPLE, b

f__‘FI As A MATTER OF FACT; THERE 1S A
RARY IN JERUSALEM WHERE THE SCROLLS ARE
KEPT DESIGNED IN THE EXACT SHAPE AS THE! TOP
QF ONE _OF THOSE EARTHEN.VESSELS. ANCIENT*<::)
o N EPT THEIR GOLD AND SILVER IN=S
CARTHENWARE JJARS., THE STORIES REVEAL THAT
THESE KINGS WOULD MELT THE GOLD INTO A LIQUID
STATE, POUR IT INTO EARTHEN JARS AND WHEN THEY
WANTED THE GOLD, WOULD SIMPLY BREAK THE JARS.
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FORCES.

BRETHERN THAT

HE AND THEY HAVE

SOF THE SALATS,
iE, UOSPEL, PAUL HIMSELF, WA

L ANDHEAC IN_EODY; BUT THE
PROCLAIMED WAS BOTH DIVINE AND _

ONE OF THE GREAT MYSTERIES OF THE GOSPEL
MINISTRY IS THE FACT THAT GOD USES THE
UNEXPECTED AND IMPERFECT TO BRING HIS GOOD
NEWS TO MANKIND. PAULC'S BODY WAS.ERAGILE

FEEBLE AND.LlMJJEELJUlJMi_éNSIRUMENI FOR GoD
AND YET THE SECRET OF HIS GOSPEL MINISTRY

WAS BOTH THE MESSA E A-l PAUL‘S VITAL UNION

~_CON ED IN EA _ RONSIDE

“REMTNDS U "7 THE STORY OF TOIDEOMMAS RECORDED
.LN.,JM HE ,ARMOUR AND OFFENSIVE
WEAPONS OF IDEON 3_3DQ_HAS B IRHME%I,
EMRTY—RITCHERS AND LAMPS OR LIGHTS WITHIN

THE PITCHERS. WHEN THE 300 BLEW THEIR TRUMPETS
AND BROKE THE PITCHERS LETTING THE LIGHTS

SHINE IN THE DARKNESS OF THE NIGHT, ABSOLUTE
PANIC AND_CONFUSION

JIDE, RBUT IT IS ONLY THF
=N\ "“! THAT PRODUCE THE CLEAR | IGHT

EOR THE WORLD OF DARKNESS TO SEE. (SoME

SAGE HAS SUGGESTED THAT BROK N VESSELS ARE

NOT NECESSARILY CRW
[T. THE TROUBLES WE HAVE ALONG LIFE'S WAY --

VErRsSEs 8-15

™
MoST BELIEVERS ARE AWARE OF THE ADMONITION
&u_#%%%g?%#% ABOUT COUNTING IT ALL JOY WHEN
E MANY TESTINGS.
A
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A FACT OF LIFE THAT MOST OF

COWARDS WHEN IT COMES Tiégfgﬁﬁhﬁﬁ AND
NE DO NOT SEEK OR DES
,‘\ S EVEN THOUGH WE MAY_KNQW AND
TQ_SOME DEGR _THEIR VALUE IN OUR

\ E. E KNOW AS THE VISITOR

THAT THE PRocE§§'0F "MAKING FINE POTTERY
INVOLVES SOME APPARENTLY UNUSUAL PROCEDURE,
) FOR EXAMPLE, AT THIS ONE PARTICULAR ESTABLISH-
MENT, IN A CERTAIN_-ROOM, EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE
| A WORKER WOULD TAKE A JLARGE MALLET AND STRIKE
‘ SEVERAL HARD BLOWS TO A LARGE LUMP OF CLAY,
( HEN ASKED WHY HE DID SUCH A THING THE
\ WORKMAN SAID THAL. BUBBLES&EORM IN THE CLAY
AND IT COULD NEVER BE SHAPED INTO A VASE AS
\LONG AS THE BUBBLES ARE ALLOWED TO REMAIN,
THEREFORE, THE MASS WAS “BEATEN UNTIL GRADUALLY

|
| J1ﬂiJﬂHﬂﬂJﬂiJHﬁiJﬂHﬂﬁﬂlJﬂl ' E KNOW,
|

THAT THE-DISG S OF LIFE-ARE TAKING OUT
™ | THE BUBBLES_OF-ga-m“ “LF-WIL
ORDER THAT THE LORD MAY HAVE A VESSEL ON
EARTH FIT FOR HIS GLORY. HOWEVER, WE STILL
.EQEEL}T DIFFICULT TO WELCOME SUCH EXPERIENCES.

N THESE VERSES, PAUL DESCRIBES T

SEVERAL IDEAS SUGGESTED IN THE WORD PICTURE
| OF THIS VERSE. [T IS THAT OF GRARES-—IN.A
WNERRESS BEING -SQUEEZED UNTIL THE LAST DROP
OF JUICE IS INﬁﬂm?WﬂNrT IT IS THE PICTURE
>RESSED. DOM) - WITH

R 2
GGESTED

E

SOMEONE HA
GESTS BEING
VERY PERSON KNOWS WHAT

: MINAR%
THAT THIS VERSE S

NARBOW AND TIGHT THAT THERE SEEMS TO BE NO
WAY OUT..

. R A
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» BUT THERE IS ALWAYS A

WAY -0YT——& PHiLLiPs' TRANSLATION
oF [ CoRINTHTANS 10:13 IS GREAT:

P TEMPTATION HAS COME YOUR WAY FHAT IS T0OO HARD
T REAR, ] FRUSTED _NOT _TO Al OW
Wﬁ%m

» MPTA QN HA A WA ) 0 H A IT

HE WORD PERPLEXED SUGGESTS TO BE
OR A END ONE COMMENTATOR HAS

TDEA IS THAT THE_BELIEVER
DOES NOT KNOWWHY)GERIAIN THINGS HAPPEN, ,YET

m:-- IN THE MIDS IFE'S
A MATTER OF FACT, WE MAY

NCES' =
gHXLLls,—KENIuCK WHERE THE PASTOR HAS

) |LABORED-TO-THE SAME CONGREGATION FOR 32 YEARS.
URING THAT TIME, HE RAISED FIVE CHILDREN --
/ALL WHO WERE GOLLEGE..GRA TES, AND HE NOW
HAS TEMN~GRANDCHILDREN, - -?OR OF THAT

FOLLOW CONSTRUCTION WORK IN ADDITION T0
PASTORING THE SMALL CHURCH, SIMPLY BECAUSE
THE CONGREGATION COULD NOT SUSTAIN A FULL-
| TIME PASTOR., DURING THOSE_32 YEARS OF WORK
'AND MINISTRY, THE PASTOR_WAS UNABLE TO BUILD
|UP MUCH IN THE WAY OF .RELL S
AND SINCE HE WAS APPROACHING HI
(Biaaaazy HE WAS ENCOURAGED TO PICK UP THE
“KIND OF JOB WHICH WOULD ENHANCE HIS
RETIREMENT BENEFIT. CMON AGO, HE
WENT TO WORK IN A SMALL MINE NEAR-PHEBRS
/‘\rkiﬂiﬁiﬁ¥. THE MINE WAS INSPECTED REGU“wBLY P
BOTH_BY THE MINE OWNER AND THE STATE AND e
| FEDERAL AUTHORITIES<BUT=WHAT PASTOR ADAMS WAS -
J DOING, NAMELY, PULLING TIMBERS OUT OF THE MINE

WAS CONSIDERED DANGEROUS WORK.




PULLING TIMBERS OUT THE MINE sk, A -
CIDENT OCCURRED--- THE:R&QE.EE&%:&N~QN“*%E%H

APPARENTLY, THERE WAS NO WAY TO DETECT THE

BAD_RQOF LT SIMPLY EELL._ '

A wlnow,'FIv “CHIL:

EN, TEN GRANDCHILDREN
AND A CH: WHERE HE WILL BE SORELY
MISSED. ~CURTTS—ABDAMS WAS A HARD-WORKING
SPIRITUA . HE WAS NOT AN-IMPRESSHVE OR
IMPOSING EIGURE, E_IN SIZE ,~ SOFT=SPOKEN

ND ALMOST HE HAD RAISED HIS FAMILY,

En Iﬂgffgg% IN THE SAME PLACE FOR OVER A

. , .Y. ONE MIGHT EXPECT_HIS
 BUT THEY WEREN'T. THEIR

CLOSE TO THE FAMILY THAT HE ARSI SAT WITH

THEM DURING THE FUNERAL SERVICE -- THEIR

CONCERN IS THAT THIS MINE OWNER MIGHT COME
0_KNOW JEsUS CHRIST AS LORD AND SAVIOR..

-r': Ay

BRI T 11DS NLTH ME_RECALSE i CANNOT. TELL

CHEM ROM RIP R HA ALL WILIL BE WEL]

'\l HER B N Qs ‘ \ k2 N TN

ATLONS INLIEF .. «BUT THIS IS

SIMPLY NOT THE CASE! [|HOSE WHO CHOOSE TO

wmlcllOSE-THELREYES TO THE=RACES.OF LLEE, AND
| THE RACTS..OF _SCRIPTURE AND LIVE I

| WORED=OF—UNREALTEY

WILL SUDDENTLY BE FORCED
TO FACE THE FACTS OF LIFE BECAUSE THESE
THINGS SIMPLY DO HAPPEN, WHEN THE) ma%m

M. REMINDS us.wF DON-_T. nH!T_QEA;

- ()

5RD. P RALLY
MEANS Tq PURSUE THE TDEK_IS THAT OF ONE

MAN DOGGING ANOTHER'S TRACKS UNTIL HE IS CAUGHT .
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THE MARIYRS WERE MEN WHO WERE PURSUED
BY OTHER MEN. WHEN AND IF THIS HAPPENS

TO A

HRISTIAN WE MAY KNOW AND UNDERSTAND

THE 'HiLLr-

sl
“TRANSLATION SA "KNOCKED DOWN BUT NOT
KNOCKED_QUT,’ S OF OUR GREA

SECURE POSITION TN CHRIST FROM WHICH WE
CANNOT FALL. HOWEVER, EXPERIENTIALLY WE DO
EAIL AND FALTER. [MANY GHAMPEONS HAVE KNOWN
WHAT IT MEANS TO BE DOWN FROM A MIGHTY BLOW
BUT NOT TO STAY_DOWN, BUT TO COME -UP_AGAIN,
TO FIGHT AGAIN AND TO WIN.

DOES NOT _MEAN _LOSS OF T SATAN DOES

GET T

THE SPIRITUAL ﬁELIEVER
(REFUSES TO STAY DOWN.,

IS REPORTED TO HAVE HAD

FROM TIME TO TIME BUT
N THE POWER OF CHRIST
HE RE-MATCH BET

IN OCTOBER

ION VIEWERS,

ED _ALI AND

/‘\fTHAT IS, ONE _QUARTER QF THE PEOP

JFACE_OF THE EARTH. ONE QUARTERQ%Z%gﬁ

THE PEOPLE OF THIS EARTH WERE WATCHING TWO

EARTE

MENFELGHI.EQR LESS T _HOUR_FOR_,

LLARS, WONDER IF THE
~IN GLOR-Lun.___E [EER._WHEN THEY VIEW

AND. _SEE-—Tk mi‘-- LN z AND_. OING
THE] SR

) ) Alas

B - /' F

....... " --Verse 10,

WITH A
EVERY DAY O : E,
YOU AND ME, WAS ONE DAY NEARER

DEATH. A DYING MAN PREACHING_TO.DYING MEN

ARDHTgLIFF AND HOPE_AFTER DEATH, IN THE

P ENCE O THr- AUL SAYS THERE IS BOTH

LIF

AND ESURRECTIO '
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IN VERSE 16, PAUL SPOKE OF A PRINCIPLE OF
LIFE, NAMELY THAT THE OUTWARB=MAN LS.
P NG DAY BY DAY, BUT THE —FNWARD=MAN
- OR
END LS-NOT_DEATH BUT IN GO WHOWRAL§ES MEN
FROM THE DEAD. |HEREFORE, IT WOULD SEEM
PRUDENT._FQOR_MEN TO MAJOR ON THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE INMWARB=MAN AND NOT SO MUCH ATTENTION
EIVEN TO THﬁ OUTSIDE OR.QUTWARD MAN!
UESTION: HERE IS ALL THE ATTENTION GIVEN
| TODAY?

[I1. THE TENURE OF LIFE AS IT RELATES T0
ETERNITY -- VErses 16-18

Iﬂ__R_HQHSES_UEQN_LI
RESIDENT ALIEN ON EARTH, A_ELLE@&M TO THIS
WORLD, MOVING IN TIME TOWARD ETERNITY.,

AT BEST, THE THINGS WHICH WE GAZE UPON WITH
HE NATURAL EYE ARE TEMRORARY OR_TEMPORAL.
HE WISE OF THIS WORLD HAVE LOOKED BEYOND

THIS LIFE INTO THE FACE OF THINGS -EFERNAL.,

As A MATTER_OF FACT, EVERY MAN MUST FACE

ETERNITY. FOR SOME MEN ETERNITY MEANS GLORY

AND=FREASURE.  FOR %ggERS ETERNITY MEANS
E

Y AND—TORMENT . VERAL YEARS AGO |
SAT ON A BEACH IN FLORIDA AND WATCHED WHILE
kAqMAN_MQMED_AN INSTRUMENT THAT LOOKED LIKE A

_Nliﬂﬁ% _BOX_ON THE END OF IT ACROSS THE
WATCHED WITH THE NAKED £YE,

(™ /COULD SEE ABSOEUTELY NOTHING BUT FROM TIME

\ TO TIME AS HE WATCHED HIS..CANE=fIKE
‘INSIRHMBNT; HE WOULD STOP, SCRATCH IN THE SAND
/ AND COME UP WITH OR-RTNGS OR OTHER
“MEFAL-OBIECTS., OU SEE, WHAT COULD NOT

DETECT WITH THE N , HE COULD DETECT
WITH HIS _METAL DETECTOR.

—— e
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IT ENABLES MEN TO
IN_CONTRAST TO THE.

— WJHINGS OF THIS WORLD,
O 0 |HE fQUJEMENT AND JAPPARATUS WITH WHICH YOU
AND [ AR ED TO PLANET EA%IH.
GOD GIVES FEFY TO THOSE WHO WILL HEED-HIS
WORD AND LOOK BEYOND THIS LIFE AND INTO

~THE ETERNAL DIMENSION. (GOD HAS DEVOTED_ AN
ENTIRE CHAPTER TO THIS IDEA -- HEBREWS 11:1FF

-— e




ROBERT K, SPRADLINA FEBRUARY 14, 1082
AM.

[T CoRINTHIANS 5:1-10

EASCINAIE ""HEREVER WE HAVE
TRAVELED, THERE HAS BEEN A TENDENCY TO_REMEMBER
AREAS BY THE OUTSTANDING STRUCTURES. FOR EXAMPLE,
IN 'HF““”“JE& - THE _DoME oF THE RoCK, LOCATED ON
1. MORIAH, WHERE MOHAMMED SUPPOSEDLY ROSE TO
HEAVEN -NOT TO MENTION OTHER STRUCTURES IN THE

CITY, - MINA HOUSE [LRINIDAD % PORT 0F Seaj
HiLToN OTEb, DOWN TO THIRD FLOOR,
ET

\
~

¥

- ST, ER'S BASILICA, AND THE SISTINE
HAPEL.- VATICAN ARCHITECTURE. - ive g MMEX,
- SHRINE OF GUADELUPE. ROM THE
HUTS OF HAITL TO THE s n= H

THE FASCINATING BUILDINGS ARE OF GREAT INTEREST
T0 ME. (RELATE MR. CALLIGAN'S VISIT THIS WEEK
REGARDING WINDOW WALL ANR "oSLEM MOSAUE,

e $30 MILLION STRUCTURE, $1 MILLION GLASS CONTRACT)

OF ALL THE BUILDINGS MENTIONED i

o o = B LA ey T

ND=HOMAN-HANDS, |HE TEXT TODAY, SPEAKS

HOUSE NOT MADE WITH OR BY
HUMAN HANDS. ND O LL THE HOUSES [ HAVE EVER

SEEN, OR EVER HOPE TO SEE, THIS IS BY FAR THE
~MOST EASCINATING !

e

[. A “BODY-BACK" GUARANTEE - v. 1-5

WOST OF US ARE AWARE OF MONEY BACK GUARANTEES
BUT THESE VERSES SPE%K OF A GH WHICH
SIAGGERS THE _MIND. IHE WORD IN V. 1 15

LITERALLY MEANS TO STRIKE A TENT

4 OR LOOS ROPES_AND_%EQS SO THAT THE STRETCHED
CANVAS WILL COLLAPSE. N THESE VERSES, TAUL

LIKENS OUR EARIHLI_BQDLES_IQ_A_IENI_NHLCH-AI_BESL'
' Y CONTRAST, HE SAYS

THAT WHEN THIS EARTHLY TENT IS TAKEN DOWN THE
BELIEVER HAS A RERMANENL.HOME OR BODY IN HEAVEN.

p—

REFERRING TO THE HUMAN BODY. IF DS
EAR%%hEggggSEileERKEEV MEAN A TENT _HQUSE. THE

\ 4
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AL.DEATH, OUR EARTHLY BODY GOES TO THE GRAVE
==AND=REMEINS ON EARTH, %UT OUR._SQUI ~SPIRIT GOES
TO BE WITH THE LORD., THERE IS GREAT_THEOLOGICAL
=DIFFERENCE AS TO THE CONDITION OF THE PERSON
™ DURING THAT TIME. SOME BELIEVE IN AN LNTERMED-
-LALE_BODY, WHICH MY THEOLOGY TEACHER BELIEVED,
OTHERS DO NOT. HOWEVER, THESE VERSES CONTRAST
Aphw AND—A Ilﬂ_ﬂ"" H DO H
BUILDING IS SAID TO BE -TT_LITERALLYQ;EE,
FROM (GOD, REFERRING TO ITSmSQURCE. (0D M T
EHUS IT CAN NEVER BE TAKEN DOWN OR DESTROYED.
AUL SAIp THIS BIBLE FACT IS SOMETHING"WE KNOW,. .
WE HAVE.” IN THE FOLLOWING VERSES PAUL SPEAKS
OF OUR PRESENT CONDITION IN THIS TENT-LIKE
BOB¥ TO BE ONE OF .SIGHING FOR BETTER CONDITIONS.
\ EVERY PERSON WHO HAS EVER WALKED THROUGH A
\\\J HOSPITAL OR NURSING HOME AND LISTENED TO THE
OF SICKNESS" RECOGNIZES THE TRUTH OF THIS
STATEMENT, NT REGARDING RUTH GRAHAM)
THE TERM IS USED TO DESCRIBE WHAT IS
~ GOING TO H EN THIS EARTHLY BODY GIVES
' WAY TO OUR HEAVENLY ONE., JUST AS MOST PEOPLE

}ﬂLOOK FORWARD TO.NENE.CJ.QIH,ES WHEN _OLD ONES WEAR
OUF5—SO—WHEN—THESE_EARTHLY BODIES WE THERE

AWAITING THE CH
~GOD—IN.HEAVEN. ALSO, ACCO , WHEN

DEATH STRIKES THIS TENT-BODY, WE WILL NOT BE
SOULS OR SPIRITS BUMPING AROUND OR ELOATI%G
AROUND IN SPACE, BUT WILL HAME-BQODIES.: ELATE
TO THE DESIRE DEMONS WHO SO WANT TQ INDW LL A

RODY-—FHAT THEY WOULD INDWELL SWINE.,
“KEY VERSE— TO THIS SECTION IS THE FACT THAT THE

OWNPAYVENT- GIVEN TO us BY GOD IN THE
PERSON_OF THE _HOLY SPIRLT, E KNOW THIS WILL
COME TO PASS, NOT BECAUSE SOME RELIGIOUS
AUTHORITY HAS TALKED ABOUT IT, BUT BECAUSE THE
#™ HoLy SPIRIT oF GoDn NTE A
o=JRANSACTLON. WHEN WE "CASH IN" OUR_EARTHL
—FENF» WE HAVE A PERMANENT_HOUSE IN HEAVEN OF
DIVINE ORIGIN AND MAKING WHICH WILL NEVER
PERISH! WE ARE ALL CONCERNED WITH THE CONDITION
AND APPEARANCE OF THESE EARTHLY BODIES BUT A

‘ \\\\fETTER ONE AWAITS US BEYOND THE GRAVE!
| r‘.-.ilx

Dk Gl rMaasile”




2.

ELATE ILLUSTRATION OF G.R.S. IN FLA. AND

EAUTY TREATMENT. IT WAS A GREAT EXPERIENCE....
TEENAGER. .+ +MY CONVERSATION WITH RECEPTIONIST
AND HER REPLY THAT THEY COULD MAKE PEOPLE
BEAUTIFUL BUT COULD NOT PERFORM MIRACLES!

MuD PACK.)

[T IS DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATI
THE ENORMITY OF THIS WONDERFUL PROMISE IN THE
Worp oF Gop!

11, THER SIDE OF - vs,6-8

MAawn .
mu:.g.a_‘_% IS A SUBJECT .Q'EOPLE_QAM OR
ABOUT. SOME FOLK™WHO ARE TALKING
ABOUT THE SUBJECT ARE «SAYLING THE WRONG THINGS,
FOR THEY ARE PROPOS A SENSE OF FALSE SECURITY
AMONG THE UNSAVED. %%EOMMENT RE: LIGHT AT THE —
END OF THE TUNNEL, WARM FEELING, GLOWING PERSON,
ND VARIOUS IDEAS PROJECTED BY THOSE WHO ARE
SUPPOSED TO HAVE "DIED” AND RETURNED FROM THAT
™ /|EXPERIENCE. LEASEﬁgFMEMBER THAT SATAN IS CALLED

~

AN “ANGEL OF LIGHT.

EOPLE WHO ARE RESTING THEIR HOPES ON A
KIND O% BETWEEN EARTH AND THE
ETERNAL THE DEVIL BEATEN OUT OF
THEM™ BY THE PRAYERS AND PENNANCE OF THOSE ON
EARTH SHOULD ABANDON THA A ON THE_STRENGTH OF

THIS VERSE, IF FOR NO OTHER REASON! THE BIBLE
STATES C_[_EA_&Y AND CATEGORICALLY THAT ONCE A

ﬁ _‘.__ya--m'-:if-::=f==i:. DEES

ARE SIMPLY NOT TAUGHT IN THE
Look AT PAUL’S PO
VERSES. [|HE WORI4AdTi]13¥j IN TWO VERSES SPEAKS
OF-ﬁEQ%;%%EEEEE ..... THIS IS CERTAINLY
NOT TH THE WORLD AND THE UNSAVED LOOK AT
DEATH. FOR THEM, IT IS AN EXPERIENCE OF
MISGIVING, MISUNDERSIE@EUNB AND THE_LQ&&JQ?
EMERYTHING! By CONTRAST, PAUL ENCOURAGED THE
CORINTHIANS TO BE COURAGEOUS AND OF GOOD CHEER
BECAUSE WHEN WE GO AWAY FROM HOME HERE ON EARTH
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WE COME HOME TO THE LORD IN GLORY. ..500DNIGHT
DOWN HERE ON EARTH MEANS ORNING UP THERE.
PeiL. +421=23) To BE SURE, TO LEAVE LOVED ONES
AND FAMILIAR ASSOCIATION IS A DIFFICULT-TASK,
“) BUT THE BELIEVER SHOULD NOT BE_GLOOMY AND
DEPRESSED WITH THE PROSPECT OF BEING IMMEDIATELY
WITH LHRIST FOREVER! EVERY PERSON MUST FACE
THE.EACI_QE_QE%E§+ UNLESS THE RAPTURE TAKES
PLACE, WE ALL LOOK DEATH SQUARELY IN THE

N DOING THAT, WETMUST ARM OURSELVES
El%%T'THE CLEAR DECLARATION OF SCRIPTURE, FOR
EXAMPLE, -28 SPEAKS OF OUR LORD's

OVER THﬁ GRAVE AND CONSEQUENTLY OUR
u:eaTax, T00, MOST OF US HAVE LOST LOVED ONES
AND | MUST SAY WITH ALL CANDOR THAT | DO NOT
REGRET NOR WOULD | HAVE THEM RETURN TO EARTH

FOR THEY ARE FAR BETTER OFF WITH HIM THAN WITH
US, OF—COURSE,—WE-SORROW _AND SENSE._A-LOSS_THAT

@ PERIQL ME_TO ETE?NITY TOGETHER WITH
" EARTH IS NOT OUR FINAL HOME, WE ARE I
PLLGRIMS, ALLENS, SP PASSING

,_SPIRITUAL REFUGEES
THRO ARTH TO OUR ETERNAL HOME. THE VERY
WOR HAS A WONDERFUL_SQUND AND TQUCHES
EQR_A _PLACE OF—LOME,

HARRINESS—AND~SECYRITY—MUCH OF WHICH 1S MISSIN
{FLEABlﬂLi_ﬂQMESJ BUT WILL BE FULFILLED IN
HRIST'S PRESENCE. WE ARE ABLE TO MAKE THESE

CONFIDENT ENTS ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLE
OF V. /. N GoD’S PROMISES ENABLES US
TO DEAL WI EN THINGS AS REAL NEVERTH '

MANY PEOPLE HAVE DIFFICULTY WITH THE WORD

_BECAUSE THEIR FAITH HAS BEEN MISPLACED IN P

USTWORTHY . EﬁRELATE Wt

USBAND LEFT HER AND SOUGHT TO TAKE EVERYTHING./)
EOWEVER, EALTH THAT IS PLACED IN AN INFINITE
A PERSON WHO NOT ONLY WILL NOT BUT CAN .NOT LCTE,

___L§_A_%gBE_EALIH! HEAVEN IS AS SURE FOR THE

BELIEVER AS IT IS FOR Gop HIMSELF! A ROUGH

TRANSLATION OR READING OF THE UWREEK TEXT IN V,

y
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S HELPFUL: W

ORD, HERE IS

) ALSO-A PREPOSEEEONAL THRUS. E TEXT: w|'_'ILE
WERE ARE WAY) FROM THE LORD,
WHEN WE ARBACUT )OE C =BO0DY, WE WILL

(FACE TO FACE

\ \ __EQUALS PROS, PASTOR SAT IN AN

\\V ATRPORT WAITING AREA DING HIS BIBLE. SEVERAL
PEOPLE AROUND NOTICED WITH CURTOSITY AND WHEN

THE PASTOR CLOSED THE BIBLE, ONE ENGAGED HIM IN

CONVERSATION, UPON LEARNING OF HIS CALLING,

THE STRANGER SPOKE OF A FRIEND-A GOOD_PERSON-

WHO HAD COMMITTED SUICIDE RECENTLY. THE MAN SAID
"May T"ASK"YOU A QUESTIQN?" "CERTAINLY,” WAS

THE PREACHER'S REPLY, HHE?E DID THE SUICIDE

\#%GHH—GQ—-AF—T-E-R—HE-.D_IE% HT
FOR A MOMENT AND SAID AT QUESTION WAS SIMPLE

E, WHERE
OES TO THE PLACE
FARED AND WHICH S

ESUS SAID THAT HE WENT TO

EPARED FOR HIM,
IPREPAR A P ACE FO KNEW AND LOVED
.b

‘Him, YOUR.ERJE D
*L0¥E.AND THE LORD 'ESUS_WHEN HE WAS ON
}EARIHZ HE WENT TO THAT PLACE JESUS

, 1S PREPARING FOR HIS_QWN, AND IN THE WORDS OF
SCRIPTURE, HE WENT TO BE WITH THE LorD. FoR

\ THOSE WHO HAVE LNNORED.JESUS CHRIST DURING THIS

\ LIFE THERE 1S ANOTHER PLACE-PREPAR

EVIL AND HIS ANGELS AND THOSE WHO CHOOSE NOT

'To SERVE THE LORD. IT IS A PLACE OF_QUTER
DARKNESS, THE ETERNAL PRISONHOUSE OF A SOVEREIGN
GOD, PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS AND

| ALL WHO REFUSE JESUS CHRIST. RIEND. YOU
JELL-ME-WHERE-DID-YOUR-FRIEND GO7")——

™
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I11. 1 A AND TH EVER - vs. 8-19

THE WORD @IN V. 9 CARRIES THE IDEA OF
PN AFFECIION, HON D AMBITIOUS., [HE VERSE
SUGGESTS THAT “THE BELIEVER

AND GREATEST HONOR IS TO HAVE AS HIS GOAL IN
LIFE TO BE A%QEPIED OR LITERALLY-ﬂEgi%EEEﬁEI;ﬁ

10_CHRI T IS A POINT OF HONOR THAT WE SERVE
HRIST IN A WELL PLEASING MANNER. LET ME
UNDERSCORE THIS FACT; PAUL SPEAKS OF A AND

P=me# WHERE OUR SERVICE FOR CHRIST, OUR IVATIO]
AND REASONS_WILL BE CAREFULLY SCRUTINIZED OR
EXAMEMED!] el NS T T I ETY _AND=CONGERS

BUSINESS
.ﬁLQ.B.L-DJ"AS ALSO LEFT ITS MARK ON THE CHU
F

YOU TRAVEL, YOU KNOW THERE ARE MANY PLACES IN

THE U.S. WHEREfﬁﬁﬂxlgﬁJﬂﬂﬁEmmﬁL GIVE THE

IMPRESSION THAT THEY DO NOT CARE TO PLEASE THEIR

cONSTITUENTS! (MoST PEOPLE CAN TELL OF AN

EXPERIENCE IN A RESTAURANT OR MOTEL OR SOME OTHER
#™ BUSINESS WHERE THEY HAVE BEEN IGNORED AND

INSULTED BY THE SERVICE PEQPLE - RELATE 7O N.Y.

AIRPORT-THE ABSOLUTE WORST!)

[T IS AzBOINF—OF=HON@R-FOR THE BELIVER
THAT HIS LIFE BE WEL|_PLEASING TO JEsus CHRIST.

EVERY STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE IS AWARE OF
: AND [ MUST CONFESS THE THOUGHT OF

SUCH_AN_APPOINTMENT 1S A BIT FRIGHTENING! THE
TERMCARBEARSTS SAID BY SONE COMMENTATORS To
REFER TO PLRLIC_UANLERSTATIOM, THE WORD
JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST IS ONE GREEK WORdﬂziﬁh

THIS TERM REFERRED TO THE IUAS OR PLATFORIT™®

EAunED_QuI_IQ_DESERxLuﬁ_QLLLaﬂ“ g L GAVE THE
ORINTHIANS A D ACCOUNT OF THAT
JUDGMENT Iqjgggi gf% AT THAT JUDGMENT AS
QUR WORKS AR E THE REFINING FIRE OF
GoD’S TEST, THE NATURE OF EACH MAN'S WORK ON

EARTH WILL BE.REMEALED ANB-REWARBED OR NOT
REWARDED. ACCORDING TO THIS PASSAGE, IT IS
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POSSIBLE FOR A MAN'S LIFE WORK TO CRUMBLE UNDER
THE TEST FIRE AND ALL REWARD IS LOST THOUGH THE
MAN HIMSELF IS RESCUED. MoST BELIEVERS WHO HAVE
> A GRASP OF SCRIPTURE_UNDERSTAND THAT THIS JUDG-
MENT IS FOR “CHRISTEANS=Ofy- AND DETERMINES THEIR
REWARD AND NOT=BESLINY. HAS IT EVER OCCURRED TO

OU WHAT A_SQLEMN, THOUGHT THIS VERSE BRINGS?

OME DAY OUR.QRRORTIUNIAY TO SERVE CHRIST WILL BE
OVER AND WHEN WE STAND AT THE BEMA-SEAT HE WILL
REVIEW OUR LIFE OF SERVICE AND GIVE
OF WHAT WE HAVE DONE. [|HEN, AND PERHAPS ONLY
THEN, WILL SOME OF US FACE THE REALLIY_OF WHO
WE HAVE REALLY SERVED HERE ON EARTH. IN THAT
DAY WE WILL KNOW WHETHER WE HAVE BEENr¥EN_ELEA§ERS
OR QﬂRL&I_ELEASEB&. SURELY A VERSE W THIS

WOUL'D WAKE UP THE LORD'S PEOPLE TO
S8 RENG_GAMES WITH GOD AND GET BUSY AND
PREPARE FOR_FINAL EXAMS!

-




ROBERT K. SPRADLING FEBRUARY 21, 1982

"WHAT JESUS WOULD SAY 8
IF HE WERE PREACHING HERE TODAY”

Il CoRINTHIANS 5:14-21

OUR SUBJECT TODAY IS BASED ON PAUL'S DECLARATION
IN VERSE 20, As CHRIST'S AMBASSADOR,PAUL SPOKE
TO THE CORINTHIANS AS.A=RERRESENTA
BLESSED LORD <ASSTHOUGH CHRIST HIMSEP
PLEADING TO THE CORINTHIANS TO BE RECONCILED
70 GoD. IN OTHER WQRDS, THAT WAS,THE MESSAGE
S - S

1~

G
CHRIST HAD FOR THE CORINTHIAN .Igg_v_g,&mu
C: LLLER 10 Lo, ﬂm:[ DOES Ti1$ uaﬁ IN
S UHANGLESS AND UNWEARING LOVE

obbtedidtdAddNe, HAS BROKEN INTO THE ATMOSPHERE

H

J

OF_M%E, AND HAS THROWN DOWN_EVERY
ESTRANGING THAF-GULLT ;}}ND IJOPELE%SNESS
AND DULL RESENTMENT CAN ERE(E‘T. (JAMES STEWART)
SIMPLY STATED, THE IS SEEKING TO
BRING JiREFNe—MEN INTO_FELI OWSHIP A

GMMUNJION W 1 GOD IS THE-EMR

AND MAN IS THE . |HE NEED FOR
RECONCILIATION IS BASED ON THE FACT THAT THE

\,am AND 5OD. CANNOT GO TOGETHER

BARRLERS, ALIENATING MAN FROM GOD, PUTTING A

‘... 7°CLOUD OF _ T BETWEEN GOD AND MAN,

)I
%

2\

THEREFORE, UNTIL THE SIN PROBLEM HAS BEEN DEALT
WITH, MAN IS ISOLATED FROM FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD
?HICHHNA§=GQ. yOBIGINAL PURPOSE IN,CREATION,
N _RogaN®s 5:10, PAUL DESCRIBES MAN'S HOSTILITY
OWARD (OD: WE_WE
CILED US TO G0

Y ? 1T SEEMS TO ME,
THAT THE (GREAIEST. SERVICE ONE PERSON CAN RENDER
TO ANOTHER IS TO POINT HIM TO CHRIST AND EXPLAIN

LONG VIEW, SEEM TO B

HOW IT ISAPOSSIBLE T TIONSHIP
w0 (0D, LL_glugﬂ,oagEg11¥Es IN LIFE, IN TH
E EMPTY,

MEANINGLESS, AND
T —————
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UNSATISFYING APART FROM THIS ETERNAL RESPONSI-
BILITY., HEREFOREr~J£lHESUS WERE SPEAKING
D

HERE TODAY HE wouL K A oungau_34waaL;w
™ -EELNQ-REQQNLLLED_IQ_&QB WONDER HOW MANY
WOULD BE HERE TO HEAR HIM OR WOULD SIMPLY HAVE

GONE ELSEWHERE? IN THE SCRIPTURE BEFORE US,
| WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST SEVERAL OTHER IDEAS
OR THEMES WHICH OUR LORD MIGHT MENTION WERE
HE SPEAKING FROM THIS PASSAGE TODAY.

THE LOVE OF CHRIST REFERS PRIMARILY TO
FOR US BECAUSE ANY LOVE WE HAVE FOR HIM
efbkd.. I ,'.‘ k! :

“]”AM CONTROLLED. BY THE LOVE OF CHRIST.” THE
LOVE OF OUR BLESSED LORD, SENT PAUL INTO THE
@ WORLD TO WIN MEN TO CHRIST. _L_ggu;n_uuuggglaun

.LﬂuRAﬁQué_Eiﬁiﬁu MIGHK_GIVE HIS LIFE FOR HIS
FELLOW_MAN, ELATE-AIR-FLORIDA. ACCIDE)
WASH, D.C.. 5.1982 - SEE NEWSPAPER CLIPPT

HOW shemSdedllESSRERSQN WOULD BE WILLING FOR
THE SAKE OR—SINEUL-MISERABLE MEN TO ENDURE THE

AND DIE FOR THUSE WHO ARE

OPENLY AND REBELLIQUS TO IS LOVE DEFIES
EXPLANATION! SIMPLY STATED, JEsus C RIST &QMED
AND DIED FO H1s
WORK ON THE CROSS IS STI L AVAILABLE TO MEN

WHO IS GREAT WORK THERE.

OMETIMES PEOPLE GET THE FALSE IMPRESSION THAT

OD HATES THEM. [T 1S DIFFICULT FOR MAN TO

SEPARATE _OR _UNDERSTAND HOW GOD COULD

OV E—TH NNER- AT ONE_AND THE SAME TIME!

@™ THE BIBLE ABOUNDS WITH VERSES WHICH SPEAK T0
| THIS VERY POINT: "IN _HUMAN EXPERIENCE IT IS
A RARE THING_FOR ONE MAN TO GIVE HIS LIFF FOR
ANOTHER, EVEN IF THE LATTER BE A GOOD MAN,

E%ﬂ

A »

-
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AMAZING LOVE IS THIS: THA
WERE_SINNERS THAT CHRIST DIED EQOR US.”
EOMANS b 3 - PHILLIPS TEANsb?Tlo N),
OHN 3:16, ReVeLATION 1: Him w
AND HAS SET LIS _EREE FROM OUR=SdblS THROUGH
WN BLOOD, WHO HAS MADE US A KINGDQM QF
PRIESTS TO HIs Gop AND_%%THER TO HIM BE GLORY
Amen

AND POWER FOR TIMELESS ES, N THE PHRASE
IN THE TEXT. IS A SYNONYM
FOR T N OTHER WORDS THE

PRICE RE PAID FOR OUR REDEMPTION. HE GAVE
HIS LIFE'sS BLOQD AS AN EXPRESSION OF HIS LOVE

FOR_MANKIND. FLEASE NOTE THAT LOVE AND SACRIFIC
GO TOGETHER.

IT. HE WIGHT TALK A QUT THE FACT THAT CHRIST
rOR US  VERSUS [4-15 "

FOR CENTURIES, THERE HAS BEEN GREAT.IHEQLQELS@L
/M FCUSSIRN, AND=DTVESPON CONCERNING IDENTITY O
ALl ﬂEDIN OUR TEXT, OTHER4.-WORDS..EOR

OR THE
MS TO ME THAT THE VERY
ANGUAGE OF THESE VERSUS ANSWER THE QUESTION,

OR EXAMPLE, .JIHE WORLD IN VERSE 19 CAN.BY NQ

.
FHE—ELECT—AND—NOF—FHE-WHOLE-WORLD . | HROUGHOUT
THE NEW TESTAMENT THE# OF ST'S ATONE-
MENT IS SAID TO ENGULF E WORLD

TO THE AT LL

I THE FACT THAT THE GOSPEL 1S
TO THE WHOLE WORLD IS SUFFICIENT GROUNDS
*=TO-BELIEVE THAT EABDQN AND FORGIVENESS COULD
AND WOULD BE_BASED UPON THOSE THAT ACCEPT THE
PROVISION, [T WOULD NOT MAKE SENSE TO HAVE AN
OFFER MADE, BUT IN ACTUALITY PROVISION MADE
(™ ®ONCY FOR THE ELECT. IHE FACT THAT MEN_ARF
PUNISHED FOR REFUSING TO RECEIVE THE_GOSPEL

BROVES THAT THE QOEFER TO ALL MEN OF SQEVATION
R+
REJECT OES™NOT EXTS ITHOUT DEL ING

'E—TEXT TOO MUCH, THERE IS AN INTERESTING




PLAY ON WORDS TO S OF_THE
AZONEMENT AND THE . THE WORD
IN VERSE 71 18 T EK PREPOSITION HUBER.
PN 1S USED THRQ RQUGHOUT SCRIPTURE AND IS TRA
LATED i e=RBEHAEESGE. AND MEANS IN BEHALF o
MENw W HRIST DIED ON THE CROSS HE DIED

LM_BEHALE_QF ALl OR THE WHOLE WORLD. HOWEVER,
THE EFFICACY OF THE ATONEMENT IS

eSS
THOSE WHO IN OTHER WORDS,
T ONLY TO IEVE.

) EN THIS IDEA IS PRESENTED IN SCRI E IT IS
<§%”;:gITH ANOTHER WORD_ALSO TRANSLATED FOR BUT, THE
OF

REEK IS ¢==:r NICAL_D NCTION
LT, AN IMPORTANT HEOLOGICAL ONE, ~FHE-—MESSAGE
HR-5T1AN ‘I—W— L FHH RGeS ...!5-“_‘"__‘ ED
BY—PHEFFERENT MEN- FEERENT—WAYS NI 0 SOME,
CHRISTIANITY MEANS %QQLAL AND OMIC BETTERMEN
FOR THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD INVOLVING—BEFFER
JOBS, HOMES, EDUCATJON WITH REFERENCE TO

HUMANITARIANIS THE BETTERMENT OF THE SOCIAL
™ FA%%IE:5E2§EEIEIQE2>FOR OTHERS, THE GOSPEL IS
Gop's O DEAL MAN'S BASICAERgE2§¥%EEL
JwNﬂELX+_&LN.E!I$SMAN GREATEST NEED IS :
AND NOT <8®&#AL IN NATURE THEN THE DEATH OF
CHRIST IS AT THE_sﬁugﬁﬁ OF WHAT WE BELIEVE
AND PREACH. [T WAS SPURGEON WHO SAID THAT ALL
SERMONS ARE ALIKE, THEY BEGIN AT A SPECIFIED

TEXT AND HEAD FOR THE CRoss! CHRIST'S DEATH
FOR US IS SEEN IN THE TERMS OF SUBSTRRUTION.

IKE THE IN OLp TESTAMENT SA S,
HESUS CHRIST ﬁIMSELF TOOK OUR PLACE ON THE
CROSS TO DIE FOR USTACCORDTNG 10 THE BIBLE

HIS DEATH BRINGS FORGEZENESS OF SINS AND APART
FROM THAT DEATH THERE IS NO ;gﬂglx£uﬁss.

"Wao cave HIMSELE FOR OUR SINS THAT HE MIGHT
CCOR

—Fo-THE ATHER, S
® 1. 4) wemdAMES _STEWART REMINDS US THAT ALL%
ENDS AT THE SAME PLACE THE

ERBORF—HN_REDEMPFION
TOWER OF BABAL. MAN'S RESOQURCES DIRECTED IN
GETTING NEAR-TO GOD ALWAYS REFLECT IN A BUILDING

.-ﬂE.A_MDNUMENI THAT ENDS IN SHAME AND CONFUSION.
E FURTHER STATES THAT A DROWNENG_MAN DOES NOT
WANT A LE R MMENG, HE WANTS

A A
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! TO CLING TO. NOR DOES i N ASK
GJ FOR A GufﬁE$6§T‘Tg POINT HIM oﬁ$f§§§§%% WAY,
-PMLEBB-AN-AMJ-&—M . IN Euga?m
qRQQBEﬁﬁ UNYOE TELLSN LOST HIS BURDEN. [|HE
I H

GHWAY WHICH RISTIAN WAS TRAVELING WAS
FENCED ON BOTH SIDES WITH A WALL AND THAT
WALL WAS CALLED SALVATION, As CHRISTIAN PRO-
CEEDED ALONG THE WAY THE MORE DIFFICULTY HIS
BURDEN BECAME, THAT IS THE BURDEN HE CARRIED
ON HIS BACK. HE RAN UNTIL HE CAME TO A PLACE
WHERE THE ROAD WENT STEEPLY UPWARD AND AT THE
TOP OF THAT PLACE STOOD A SS AND AT THE
BOTTOM A SEPULCHRE. WHEN CHRISTIAN CAME TO
THE CROSS, HIS BURDEN LOOSED FROM HIS SHOULDERS
AND FELL OFF HIS BACK AND BEGAN TO TUMBLE DOWN
THE HILL UNTIL IT CAME TO THE MOUNTAIN OF_THE
SEPULCHRE FELL IN AND WAS SEEN NO MORE. THIS
WAS BUNYON'S WAY OF SHOWING THE EFFECT ?F THE
R

CROSS IN REL; SING THE BURDEN OF SIN.
3118 says: L Rep

IST_ALSQ LATH n&;ﬁgﬂm
JUST, THAT HE
TH 1IN
ﬁH-LEI-ES.H.-_.B.Ll]__Q.U_LC_ISEN.EILB_Y_JHE_SPIRIT '
@()RDING TO THIS VERSE

%ESUS HAS THE JUST WE THE UNJUST

HE PURPOSE OF HIS DEATH WAS TO_BRLNG
US-TO_GOD, THEREFORE, WE MUST HAVE BEEN
AWAY_EROM_GQD AND THERE MUST HAVE BEEN

—NO_OTHER WAY. TO BRING US TO Gop !

(L1 HE HIGHT SAY THERE ISAAABETTER | IFE
AVAITABLE - VERSE

THE KEY TO NDERSTAND+NG THIS VERSE IS THE
PHRASE éiEEEEEﬂEr HIS FAVORITE EXPRESSION

OF PAUL"S 1S USED SOME..1BL..TIMES IN HIS EPISTLES
It 15 AHIEQHNL_AL_IERM USED TO DESCRIBE THE RE-
LATIONSHIP OF THE BELIEVER TO CHRIST. IT DE-
SCRIBES A.SBJRlIuﬁL AND NOT A PHYSICAL RELATION-
SHIP TO CHRIST. ACCORDING TO THIS VERSE THE
PERSON WHO IS IN CHRIST ISJLJuﬂﬁfﬁﬁEumLALIn—
GETHER TN B S RFREFA=SEBNSE . H1S PAST_LIFE,

A
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BRA-
HIS «GQALS, AND ASPIRATIONS W§ GONE,
EVEQYTHING HAS BE;OME FRESH AND NEW. THE
WORD

R .J&Eﬁﬂﬂl_&ﬂA? IS IN A PARTICULAR TENSE\'
) WHICH SUGGESTS THAT ALk—FHINGS IN THE O
_;LLEE_AREOEQNEJ HEY ARE SAID TO BECOMEig;:E,.
HIS SUGGESTS A MEWNESS WHICH REMAINS CO NTLY
~MEW. IF SOMEONE SHOULD ASK OR INQUIR =
ING THE WAY YOU ARE LIVING, COULD YOU SAY IN
THE TERMS OF THE BIBLE ;HAK YOURS IS AN=ARCRDANT
- Fu TRITOAL- RE YOU _CONF DENTJ
AND IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH 7~ JESUS
SAIOS§E

AT TH‘Y IGHT HAVE LT ANTLY.E
oHN LUedl). IF Your L%?EETéBﬁgg‘EﬁﬂﬁﬁinT
. N IT MAY BE BECAUSE YOU'RE NOT
Y, E%%IST.HEﬁ(RELATE ILLUSTRATION OF EuIQgQBILE
D AND POLISHED. NO_RUST BUT WHEN SOMEONE
%%%3 UNDER THE HOOD THERE WAS NQ ENGINE!
RELIGION WORKS ON THE EXTERNALS, WASHING POLISH-

o G RELIGION, CHRIST DEALS WITH THE_HEART OR

THE ENGJNE WHEN ME TOUCHES THE LIFE.) THE
PHRASE oN-CHRISL 1S ANOTHER WAY OF DESCRIBING

NEW BIRTH, LBORN _AGAIN, CONVERSION, REQENERAIION;
'.SMED’E!_IEHIS OFTEN REREHA

THING ABOVE ALL ELSE

TO BE SURE; WITH PREACHERS MUCH OF WHAT WE ARE
TOLD IN THE EARLY ?AYS IS LEARNED IN-RHE=SEMM-

AD TO DO WITH

EXPERIENCES SUCH AS TwO 8'Ss POINTED

AT EACH OTHER - AT AGE © YEARS IN COAL FIELDS.

IT HAD TO DO WITH ONE PARENT KNOCKING THE OTHER

DOWN OR SENSELESS, C , AND ALL THEs

™ PLEASANTREES THAT A LOVE/HATE RELATIONSHIP
RINGS INTO THE HOME FOR SMALL CHILDREN TO SEE.
OR OUR FAMILY THE OLD THINGS INVOLVED -QlD.D2
UCH AS LIQU®R, , FROM HOME., gg%w TO MOONSE 'E.
LD JOKES, OLO HAUNTS, OLD DES@@E r _BOOK

W
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OF THE GUTTER IT IS NOT FROM AN IVORY TOWER

IT IS FROM A MEMORY-OF-— B_AND_ERI( -
i . THIS WAS :
e [HE TERM REFERS TO A NEW LIFE, . TS
SUCH _AS CHURCH, PRAYER=MEEFHNG, TESTIMONLE

S,
T_MEl T , READING
IBLE ,<AND-_ENJOYT _NEW_TQVE FoR
Egééﬁé’ ELLOW MEN AND A=NEN=WAY=OF
ROM, THE_PAGES OF
W SCRIPTURE (’VE BEE] o

ONCE A PERSON
HAS BEEN TO CALVARY

y.
MEANING WHATSOEVER! THESE TRUTHS ARE SPOKEN
NOT FROM ONE WHO HAS LIVED IN AN IVORY TOWER
BUT FROM ONE WHO WAS RESCUED FROM THE GUTTER
BY THE GRACE OF Gobp! THAT NEW LIFE AND NEW
BEGINNING_IS AVAILABLE FOR ALL WILL RECEIVE

CHRIST. TODAY CAN BE YOUR=SPIREFUAI—BI-RTHDAY |

IV. HE WOULD INVIIE YOU TO.DO SOMETHING
- ABDUT YOUR_ BAD RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD-
E —

=

THE FACT THAT EHE SCRIPTURE ASKS THAT MEN BE
~RECONCII ED.TO GOD INDICATES THAT THERE IS AN
ESIRANGEMENT , ALIENATION, «RROBLEM..IN.JHE
«~RELATIONSHIP AND THAT PROBLEM HAS TO DO WITH
W SLLANDITS RENALLTY, [HE AUTOMATIC REACTION
OF THE NATURAL MAN TO SUCH TRUTH IS
'%@§E5$=ﬁﬁ% . HHQ sAXS sQf AsK THE PERSON WHO
L WS DEEP DARK SECRETS OF THE HUMAN
HEART - NAMEquﬁgﬁéggiaﬁnT! (Romans 3:23,
RoMANS 3:10, EPHESIANS Z+1,12) "Bur_A-
NG ALIENS FROM

) RANGERS FROM THE
w OF PROMISE, HAVING NO HOPE, AND _JEFHOUT
>, 40D LN THE WORI

LD.” You_AND | WERE BORN WITH
BACKS_T0 GOD, WITH A SPIRITUAL AND MORALE
DISEASE ~CALEER"S#N, UNTIL SOMETHING IS DONE
: THAT SPIRITUAL MALADY, IT IS NOT PQSSIBLE
FOR QUR RELATTONSHLP T%‘%& CORRECT WITH (oD,
THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF A CQRREET RELATRONSHIP WITH
GOD USING THE TERML%fﬁggggg OR RIGHTDUSNESS.,

AJ
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DETERMINE RELATIONSHIP:

=T BLE, IS IT A DELIGHT OR A DH-EMMA?
A TREASURE OR A DUST COLLECTOR? Is IT ON
THE NIGHTI _TABLE, DINMER.TABLE COEEEE.TABLE OR

IT_SOMEWHERE OUT_OF SIGHT AND QUT-OF_MIND,
1mIHE$CHURQﬁ¢Aﬂ% CHﬁTETf s. Do You DELIGHT
THE PRESENSE OF THE LOR ;s_EEgELE, THE
PREAGHLNG AND RD AND THE
FELLOWSHIP OF OTHER BELIEVERS OR ARE THEY

MPLY TOLERATED FQR A LIMITED ON WEEK?
Q&) Your FAITH. IS YOUR FAITH SIMPLY

N

OR IS IT SOMETHING YOU DELIGHT IN_SHARLNG WITH
ER_PEOPLE?

- THE INVITATION AT CHURCH. IS IT A TIME
WHEN YOU “PR&Y. THAT PEOPLE WILL RESPOND AND
COME TO KNOW CHRIST AS SAVIQR OR IT IS A TIME

W OF RESTLESSNESS, ANGER, ANEXJETY AND A DES[RE

4%, GET OUT QOF CHURCH AND DO SOMETHING ELSE’

P IF_YOU'RE REALLY SAVED YOU'LL LIVE FOR
HRTST, LOVE HIS WORD AND HIMSELF, FELLOWSHIP
WITH GOD WILL BE PRIMARY IN THE LIFE, A JOY
iN-TO THE SOUL, ——
V. HE WOULD TELL YOU THAT YOU OUGHT TO BE
SAVED NOW - 6:7 0 A
WE ARE FAE %oo CASUéL ABOUT CHRIST AND CONDEM-
M OPLE TOMORROW, SOMEDAY, BUT
dDAY-.LS THE APPROACH TO THE INVITATION.
I§ THE THEME OF A HYMN., THE
—— UND;, "I'M_NOT READY, ['M To0 OLD
: G, |'M WAITING FOR SOMETHING OR
SOMEONE, | WANT TO_THINK-ABOUT IT A WHILE
LONGER, THERE ARE THOUSANDS OF EXCUSES, BUT
NONE WILL SUCCESSFULLY STIFFLE THE VOICE OF
@ GOD IN THE SOUL WHICH SAYS NOW - DON'T WALT.
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NI "’? ABOR UNION:
IT CORINTHIANS 6:1-13

/ﬂ RESTAURANT OWNER IN CALIFORNIA, KEPT
HIS MEMBERSHIP IN THE WAITERS UNION AS A
REMINDER OF HOW AND WHERE HE STARTED, [HE
UNIQN WENT ON STRIKE, AND THE OWNER RECEIVED

A NOTICE TO REPORT FOR PICKEITDUﬁl_AI__HLS
: - . AE

EYE AND MIND IS ALWAYS CON i 4 READ
IN THE NEWSPAPER A HEADLINE SAYING: CHURCH

LEADS UMWA IN _STRIKE.' LWAYS TYINK THAT

SOME KIND OF ECCLESIASTICAL NION E%
OUR TEXT TODAY, INTRODUCES US T

w=kABOR_UNIONJ THERE IS A SENSE IN WHICH ALL

CHRISTIAN WORKERS BELONE TO THAT LNIQ.
E bIST OF MEMBERS IS QUITE IMPRESSIVE

) PRISCILLA AND AQuILA - RomANs 13:3,
i RBANE - Romans 16:

TIMOTHY - ROMANS 16:21
g DEMAS & LUCAS - PHILEMON 24
) EPAPHRODITUS - PHILIPPIANS 2:25

ONE GETS THE DISTINCT IMPRESSION THAT PAuL
BELIEVED IN .==- AND FALIHEML CONSCIENTIOUS
FTORK.AND THAT “SHEST™ WA PRICE OF AT
IN our TIME, THAT PHILOSOPHY
HAS CHANGED WITH MANY WHO BELIEVE THAT
) 1GHT PEOPLE AND HAVING THE

ING USE_OF OTHER
PEOPLE IS THE WAY NCEMENT .
P PAUL LOOKED UPON THE CHRISTIAN MINI AS

AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE A LO-WORKER OR ONE
Y WITH Gob,

HO
ylg FHARA NORRKERS—TOGETHE I 1 COMPOUND
GREEK WORD THE ROOT OF WHICH 15@ FROM
WHICH WE GET OUR WORD ENERGY, EPOSITION

1S TRANSLATED THROUGHOUT SCRIPTURE

A




"WITH” AND IS A PREPOSITION MARKING
wBELATIONSHIPS. THERE IS SOMETHING Y,
/™, SREekAl ABOUT THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY AND
HOSE WHO ARE PRIVILEGED TO SHARE IN IT WITH

ODI III"
(I CORINTHIANS ?:9 - SAME WORD AS HERE*. EY

THE WAY, THESE WORDS_ARE TRANSLATED SIMILARLY

I eROMANS.. 8228 A, T. ROBERTSON REMINDS HIS
READERS THAT WHEN ONE IS A_CO-WORKER WI D
AND AMUSHAI THINGS HAPPEN., OMPARE
ISERA AND THE COURSES OF NATURE FIGHTING
AGAINST EVIL MEN FOR THE CAUSE OF [SRAEL,

T

SISERA,"” UDGES

[. WORKING NIT GOD REQUIRES PERSONA
[HTEGRI THE PARI OF THE WORKER -
VERSES 3 HA, VERSES /-3

ACCORDING TO VERSE 3, PAUL WAS CONCERNED_THAT

NOTHI SLSCR b MINISTRY. [HE
AUL WANTED NOTHING

OR OBSTﬂﬁLE TO THE

GOSPEL MINISTRY; :
RS A MATTER OF
FACT, IT IS VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO PREACH
AND TEACH THE WORD OF GOD AND NOT HURT SOMEONE'S
FEELINGS! DR, IRONSIDE HAS A CUTE STORY IN
HIS COMMENTARY AS HE'TELKS UT SENSIEIVE
FEELINGS, HE SUGGESTS THAT% YOU SHAKE HANDS
WITH SOME FOLK IT L BE TO HARD AND HURT
THEIR RHEUMATISM, YOU SPEAK TO THEM WHHeE
THEY'RE TALKING TO SOMEONE ELSE YOU'RE INT, T-
ING, IF YOU DO NOT YOU'RE IGNORING_THEM, (;fiua
YOU VISIT YOU'RE BOTHERING THEM, IF YOU DO
#™ YOU'RE SHOWING NO INTEREST IN OTHER PEOPLE.
THEREFORE, THE ¥4

EEOF M.B

HRISTIAN CONDUCT. THE WORD§
A R BLEMISH WHICH MIGHE
0

_OF _MEN TO THE APPEAL OF THE

CLOSE THE HEARTS
SPEC,
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PERSON CAN THINK OF SITUATIONS IN WHICH

PERSONAL AND MORAL HONESTY, SQUNDNESS AND
UBRIGHINESS WERE “BROUGHEINTO-QUESTION, PAUL:

™) WANTED NOTHING HE MIGHT DO TO, HURT OR DAMAGE

P

IN ANY WAY TO THE CH%éTIlAN_ﬁQSEEh AND THE
GHRISTIAN MINISTRY, N RoMANS WHICH IS

A CHAPTER ON ETHICAL P S FOR BELIEVERS
VERSE 13 SAYS T _THEREFORE JUDGE

QAL ANOTHER-ANY - MORE- BBGE—$H+S—RAIHER¢_IHAI

NO MAN PUT A STUMBLING. .BLOCK.OR.AN _QCCASION
TO EALL IN-HIS BROTHER'S WAY.”) ACCORDING

TO VERSE 4, THE CHRISTIAN MINISTER IS TO PROVE
HIMSELFE A GENUINE SERVANT CALLED TO THE WORK

BY Gop. VERS I1STS SOME TERMS WHICH
SPEAK TO THE OF THE CHRISTIAN
WORK R,

) PURENESS - A REFERENCE TO A WHOLESOME,
CLEAN MORAL LIFE WITH NO CLOUDS OF IMMORALITY

IN THE SKY AT AL% e TP g
(2) _KNOWLEDGE HE MINISTRY IS NO PLACE TO

WTS;MS AND MECEBES
A?L KNEW SOME THINGS FOR SURE AND SO SHOULD

(3) LONGSUFFERING - NOT A PERSON WITH A SHQRT
OR BAD TEMPER.

- A TENDER AND LOVING DISPOSITION

TOWARD OTHERS., = .

ES; HoLY SPIRIT - A SPIRIT CONTROLLED LIFE,
6 - NR=BREIENSE, OR ACTING

LOVE UNFEIGNED
BUT A REAL AND GENUINE HEART OF LOVE.,
A PERSON WHO KNows Hrs

AND .dﬁﬁiﬁ "THE PHRASE ARMOUR_OF RIGHTE@USNE
IS TRANSLATED AS FOLLOWS IN PHILLIPS TRANSLATION.

...":EEWHEN ONE THINKS OF INTEGRITY
THE STORY OF ABRAﬁAM_LL&anu.WHEN HE SERVED
AS POSTMASTER OF WEW SALEM, IL cOMES To MIND.
HIS ANNUAL SALARY WAS $§5*2ﬂ* HE WAS CALLED
HONEST-ABE.” THE NEW SALEM POSTOFFICE WAS

s
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CLOSED IN 1836 BUT IT WAS SEVERAL YEARS
BEFORE AN AGENT FROM {ASHINGTON ARRIVED
TO SETTLE ACCOUNTS WITH EX-POSTMASTER

INCOLN WHO WAS A STRUGGLING YOUNG LAW

HE AGENT INFORMED HIM THAT THERE WAS
DUE THE GOVERNMENT AT WHICH TIME LINCOLN CROSSED
THE ROOM OPENED AN QLD TRUNK TOOK OUT A YELLOW
GOFFON—BOUND WITH_STRING AND SPREAD OUT THE
EXACT AMOUNT --31Z.0J].-BEFORE THE AGENT. HE
\I-IAD KEPT THESE™FUNDS IN RESERVE FOR THAT VERY

Y

URPOSE., HERE ARE OTHER STORIES ABOUT HOW

INCOLN WALKED LO 6-REFUND A _FEW
HARLES LINDB RG STEAD-
FAME_EQR

COMMERCIAL PURPOSES. AFTER BEING INUNDATED
WITH REQUESTS TO WRIFE—BQQKS, STAR _IN FIIMS,
STAGE, AND ALL KINDS OF ENDORSEMENT OFFERS,
A FRIEND OF LINDBERG SAID SIMPLY: "HE WONIT

ARNED. ” WE ALL REMEMBER
P THE STORY OF @Mb HO WAS ABOUT TO
INTRODUCE A CERTATN BILL IN _CONGRESS WHEN

A FRIEND SAID, "IF YOU DO, CLAY, IT WILL KILL
YOUR CHANCE FOR THE PBESIDENCY.
CLASSIC ANSWER WAS: WOU%?

HAVE OFTEN

PRESID
B NDERED IF WAS NOT UPPERMOST IN
AUL-_S_MIND W

HEN HE LISTED THE QUALIFICATIONS
FOR A_BISHOP OR ELDER. THAT PARTICULAR OFFICE
IN A CHURCH REQUIRES CHARACTER THAT BOTH
INSPIRES CONFIDENCE AND QQMMANDS_RESPECT. WHEN
THE BISHOP IS SAID TO BE "THE HUSBAND OF ONE

WIFE” PAUL IS STANDA E
L_
4

LARGE_STEP_TOWARD_MORAL INTEGRITY!

11, WORKING WITH GOD SUBJECTS THE WORKER
T0 THE RIGORS OF ADVERSITY - VERSES 4-5

PAUL WAS A MAN WHO HAD PATIENTLY ENDUBED SUFFERINC
HARDSHIP AND TROUBLE OF EVERY KIND. AUL WAS

N e
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A SEASONED=SQLDLER OF THE CROSS, HE HAD
BEEMIQO.THE _WARS IN CONFLICT FOR CHRIST

%ND HAD BORNE T 3 T
0 THE GALATIANS HE SAID:
™ " L OF ALATTANS

A WIDE RANGE OF HUMAN.EXEEBLEN&Eé NOT THE
$$L(EAST OF WHICH WERE B&ARLNGS AND_IMRRISONMENT.

cTs 16:23, II CorINTHIANS 11: 23) WHEN
NK OF ABMERSIFNIT INVOLVES SUCH THINGS
V ON THE BLIN ISSING A TURN IN THE
REVOLVING DOQ OLD TOAST, _EGGS, EA
OR €OFEEE. FOR PAUL FQODLESS.DAYS AND SLEEP-
LE€S-NIGHES WERE NOT JUST THE PROBLEMS OF
AND INSOMNT® BUT RATHER WILLING
HARDSHIPS HE BORE FOR THE SAKE OF TAKING THE
GOSPEL TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH FOR THE
“GLORY OF JESUs CHRIST,

[TT. WORKING WITH GOD DEMANDS AN OPENNESS
O IN AN RELATTONSHIPS - vErses 11-13

“OoH, DEAR FRIENDS IN CORINTH, WE ARE HIDI
OM_YOQ
Lig "

QUL
WE USE THE TERM{QRE

ol 1PS [RANSLATION - VERSE 1.
ENJRATHER FREELY IN REFERENCE

S, JALND, HAND, .EARS,
ﬁgngs, ANDMQUIH! PAUL IS ENCOURAGING THE
0

RINTHIAN CHURCH NOT TO PLAY GAMES WITH HIM,
TO HAVE NO.HIDDEN MOTIVES
RELATIONSHIP - BE—GAMDID AND OPEN, IT IS

POSSIBLE TO BE SANBER- AND=CHARMING WITHOUT

C&#$~ BEING COURSE ANDEAUSTEC AND-CREFEEAL .

% - 0N M PEOPLE BUILD FENCES, BARRIERS AND
DEFENSES AROUND THEMSELY AYCSTAY oUR!

PAUL TS SAYING THAT AS FAR. AS HE WAS.CONCERNED
51 WASCOPERY AND
IN AND TALK, —=PAUL
HERE 1S

SOMETHING TERRTBLY .‘ww(uI;G ABOUT HONESTY
LAND_CANDOR,, FOLK TO BE EMASIVE™
AND DECERIIVE IN AREAS AND ARE CAUGHT
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OFF GUARD WHEN _THEY ARE NOT! (IN ONE

OF HIS BOOKS, BARGCLAY DESCRIBES A;%%%Eggg;gggx
~  WORK As SIMPLY STRIPPING A PERSON

OF ALL EXTERNAL TRAPPAHE UNTIL ONE GETS DOWN

TO THE RSSENTIAL MAN WHAT HE IS REALLY MADE
OUT OF AND THERE IS NOTHING THE COQUNSELOR

*§§§AN DO ABOUT ') Too BE SURE,
OME OF US ARE LEARY AND-AERALD OF PEOPLE

P N THEIR RE S, |HE
%&NTEIANS NEEDED TO LEARN HOW TO LIVE THAT
WAY, PAUL SPOKE OF AN QBEN MOQUTH AND ENLARGEL
~HEART

IV. WORKING WITH GOD PROMOTES A SENSE OF
[VINE URGENCY - VERSE 2

Lo [F You AND | HAD ESBEEREE, WE WOULD NEVER
\\\:E:‘GET VERY EXCITED ABOUT THE LOST_CONDITION
SOF THE MAN OUTSIDE OF CHRIST. THE PHILOSOPHY
A  WOULD BE BASICLY OF% LET
FOLK .ALQNE TO DO THE B OR THE
duazL;uﬁ:LJﬂﬁuLwa. HOWEVER, WHEN ONE IS
EXPOSED TO THE BIBLE THE URGENCY OF K G
CHRIST IS PARAMOUNT., [IHE LITTLE WORDE@Eag
WHICH APPEARS TWLGE IN OUR TEXT IS USE
SENHERE, [N)A VERY INTERESTING FASHION,
C:éiIJK V. ABRAHAM'S EMPHASIS ON THE WJ
ERM INGS THROUGH THE PAGES OF HoLY
CRIPTURE., [HERE 1S A ZHEQLOGLCAL URGENCY
COMING FROM THE PAGES OF THE BIBLE ING

MEN WITH THE FACT THAT s
v _

i;HME&¢QMk ERY THING IS
SALVATION, THEREﬁﬁﬁ N OF A FUTURE

RELATE TO_SURGERY
NI/ SOMETIME WAS REQUIRED TO DIAGNOSE

CONDITION, BUT WHEN THE NATURE OF THE ILS&ESS

L.



ROBERT K. SPRADLING MarcH 7, 1982
A.M.

"THE SEWSITIVE SUBJECT OF SEPARATION"
™ ORINTHIANS D:l1lh-/:

@A PERSON MUST APPEAL TO THE
O VERIFY OR VALIDATE HIS CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE,

SOMETHING IS WRONG, FOR NVESSION
SHOULD BE READILYaOBSERVABLE. TKE
| .’5‘ _‘ et Ag BHREAL T : :

GENUINE CONVERSION RESULTS IN CHANGE IN THE
LIFE, HOWEVER, LN LORINIH IT WAS DIEFICUL

RIST AT em
PiAG; ANS BY THEIRWmm £SOUDUTE.

OF CONVERSION

-

ONE MAY DO AND STILL GET TO HEAVEN MISSES THE
WHOLE PURPOSE OF THE CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE,
ANS WANT TO BELIEVE IN
BUT _THEY DO NOT
IN OTHER WORDS,
B BY

TS

REABRESTATE THERE HE NOT ONLY MOVﬁQ EETO SOQ%M;
BUT AND N

HE BEGAN TO LOOSE EVERYTHING WORTH WHILE IN
» LIFE, NAMELY, FAMILY1 R END AND FORTUNE
JE s T DISAPPEARED

-ﬁNB-;HEN-Azzgmaz_;a_LLug_;m_:HE_MQRLE_ACQQEQlﬂﬁ
Tn TNl N o D

WORED—5—PHILOSOPHY AND PRINCIPLES:
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/4MY FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH THIS IDEA WAS

SHORTLY AFTER BEING SAVED AND (HARIIE BREWER.S
ATTEMPT TO RETURN TO THE TAVERN WITH ITS
INDULGENCES IN ORDER TO "“WITNESS TO THEM,
IT WAS MY CONVICTION THAT HE WAS MORE INTEREST-
ED IN HIS ELE&HLX:%EEEILIE THAN HIS SUPPOSED
NEW FOUND_FAITH T SEEMS TO ME, THAT
BELIEVERS SHOULD BE CONCERNED ABOUT BIBLICAL
INJUNCTIONS AND THE BELIEVERS RELATIONSHIP
TO THE WORLD,) IN THE VERSES OF THE TEXT,
PAuL RELATES TO THE CORINTHIANS THE TWO
SIDES OF A BIBLICAL COIN:

SEPARATION FROM EVIL

w CONSECRATION TO THE LORD,

[. BE_YE NOT UQEQJALLY,YOKED,TOGETHER
ITH UNBELIEV - VERSE 14

n "

LITERALLY MEAN
- TO TELEVISION
PROGRAM. DIRECTOR DID NOT SAY (1?.¥QUB
QU

LIME_HAS FIAPSED DON T YOI THIN
F—FO0—CLOSE (3) WOULDN.J;JﬂHﬁ.LLSE_Ip
IERMLNA%EJ&M&Lﬂ%ﬁS?ﬁE_ﬁggg.” HE_SIGN SAID

SIMPLY “GEL QuT! HE WOR m
APPEARS AERE ONLY N THE NEw TESTAMENT AND
1S THE WORD "HETRO” AND MEANS DLEEERENGE
oldlul LND_OR_ANOTHER KIND, THE TERM
LITERALLY REFERRED TO A PIECE OF CURVED
TIMBER FITTED WITH A _BOW AROUND AN ANIMAL'S
NECK FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMISSION TO WORK
QR SERVICE, (RELATE TO HOME PLACE)., A YOKE
ALSO BECAME TH AND-SHUBHTS-
#8@l. [TS VERY NATURE OR CONSTRUCTION
NECESSITATES, HARNESSING TWO ANLMALa_ﬁlnﬁ

CCORDI NG 0, Il-ﬁi‘ﬁﬁﬂhlﬂﬂul\‘i o=T TWO AN IMALS
THAT WERE DIFFERENT AS FAR A HE CEREMONIAL
LAW, THAT IS-CLEAN AND UNCLEAN, COULD NOT

BE YOKED TOGETHER. SIMPLY STATED, FAUL WAS

THE WORDS
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T HE —s::;m:;-m-x------ R-_SH(
-

)

- FAUL

*‘iﬁi QWSHIP - RIGHTEOUSNESS AND
UN IGHTEOUSNESS. HE WORD FELLOWSHIP REFERS
TO SHARING AND THE WORD UNRIGHTEQUSNESS SHOULD

BE TRANSLATEQ_hAﬂLEﬁﬁNEﬁﬁ FOR IT 1S THE GREEK
WORK ANOMIA. WHAT GROUND.OF-SHARING.OR
C -—

, THE ANSWER - ﬁéﬁﬁ
— LIGHT AND DARKNESS?
HE TERM CO HERE IS THE COMMON WORD

FOR FELLOWSHIP OR KOINONIA. %HE ANSWER - NONE.
'~%2% - CHRIST AND BELIAL?
HE WORD CONC IS THE GREEK WORD FOR SYMPHONY
AND THE WORD BELIAL IS A TERM USED TQ D
Py NATE THE PERSONIFICATION OF EVIL OR SATAN,
SIMPLY STATED, THE DEVIL AND THE LORD DON T
AY IN THE SAME SYMPHONY OR THE SAME MusiIc!
-L§% THE BELIEVER AND INFIDEL OR
U ELIEVER. HE WORD FOR PART IS PORTION
AND THE ANSWER IS NONE,
WHAT AGREEMENT, - |
AN OLS? IHE TER
UNION AND SUGGESTS AG
PURPOSE OF THE HOUSE OF
IDOLS IS NOT THE SAME.,
ARE_WAYS OF SAYIN&\ 7

O —

HE TEMPLE oF foD

IS THE WORD

. |HE
AND THE HOUSE OF
HESE FIVE CONTRASTS

N CERTAIN
¥ CLOSE AND INTLMAMLAL%*{;S IN LIFE
WHERE SELRLBUAL.EHliLﬁﬂHﬂi AND INTERESTS ARE
AT STAKE. UNE QBVIOUS AREA OF SENSITIVITY
. (STATE A SITUATION WHERE A
YOUNG LADY WANTS TO GET MARRIED AND DESCRIBES
LJ.ALL OF THE PHYSICAL AND QURIEQUS QUALITIES
OF THE GROOM TO BE, HIS SPIRITUAL STATUS

CONSIDERED INSIGNLElQﬁEﬂNﬁ?R HE_WILL CHANGE
! RIOR TO MARRTAGE

N o

~
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IS THE TIME OF MAXIMUM_INFIUENCE AND IF
THE SPIRITUAL MATTER HAS NOT BEEN SETTLED
THEN IT IS, UNLIKELY TO BE SETTLED, THE GAP
OR BREECH WILL SIMPLY BECOME WIDER AND THE
CONELLEI_EREAIER THE REASON IS THEIR
RECTHONS-ARP=APROSLEF-<JF IT WERE POSSIBLE
FOR A PERSON TO GET ON A PLANE AND GO TO THE
EAST AND WEST COAST AT THE SAME TIME THEN IT
WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR A BELIEVER AND AN
UNBELIEVER TO BE MARRIED SUCCESSFULLY.

: HAS WELL SAID: "You MAY SUPPOSE
THAT BY MARRYING THE UNGODLY AND THE IRRELIG-
10US YOU'LL BE ABLE TO CONVERT THEM T0O YOUR
WAY OF THINKING, BUT YOU MUST REMEMBER THAT
REGENERATION IS THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
AND HE IS NOT LIKELY TO LEND HIS AID WHILE
YOU ARE ACTING IN DEFIANCE OF /1S DISTINCT

IS IN THE HERE IS A TENDENCY

<2i>PROHIBITIONS." ANOTHER A?EA OF SENSITIVITY

7™

WITHOUT FALLING OVER AT LEA 'EROUS
AY OF THINKIN DR, TELLS OF A
YOUNG CHRISTIAN WOMAN WHO WENT AWAY TO COLLEGE

L

ON THE PART OF SOME PROFESSING CHRISTIANS
TO BOAST OF ZHE _NFARNESS WITH WHICH THEY
CAN APPRO?CH THE_WORLD WITHOUT INJURY OR

HE IDEA OF WALKING NEAR THE-ED

( AND WAS PERSUADED BY NOMINAL CHRISTIANS THAT
IT WOULD BE ALRIGHT TO GO TO 7 RTAIN SOCILA4
EVEN ,THOUGH EVERYONE KNEW THERE WOULD BE
DRINKING AND SOME MATTERS_OF DISTASTIF FOR
A—PROFESSING CHRISTIAN, [|HE YOUNG LADY TRYING
TO JUSTLEY HER PRESENCE AT THE PARTY SOUGHT
TO SHARE-HER_EALTH WITH A MALE COMPANION

AND ASKED HIMCIELHE_HAE_AﬁCHRlSIlAN HE
LOOKED AT HER AND SAID: "GRACIOUS NO, ARE

you? OH YES, WAS HER REPLY AND HIS FINAL
RETORT: NELL WHAT ON EARTH ARE YOU DOING
HERE,—FHEN?" THE YOUNG LADY REALIZED THAT
IN SOME INSTANCES THE WORLD HAS A HIGHER.
STANDING FOR A CHRISTIAN, THAT IS THE WORLD
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EXPECTS: A CHRISTIAN TO WALK ALIEE-QE_SEPAR-
ATION AND_HIGH STANDARD AND SOMETIMES THAT
STANDARD IS HIGHER THAN THE CHRISTIAN HIMSELF

LIEVES IN.Z&LE=THEAN gRIR, MANY
HEATHEN FEA ERE HELD IN THE TEMPLE OF A
CERTATN GOD. AN IGHT BE SENT FOR

PEOPLE TO JOIN IN THAT N. THE
BEGINNING OF THE FESTIVE EVENING WAS WITH THE
POURING OUT OF THE-LIBATION OR CUP OF WINE
+F0-THE GODS, COULD A CHRISTIAN ATTEND SUCH
A MEETING AND SHARE IN SUCH—SAGRILEGE? (R,

AS A CHRISTIAN MUST HE SAY GOOD-BY TO SUCH
‘S.DCIAL OCCASIONS WHICH HAD HAD LITTLE OR

:E 0 MEANING TO HIM PREVIQUSLY, T WAS DIFFICULT
0 RERELZ SERSON BEConte
A =

=TO REAEIZE_THAT WHEN A~

- CERTA. TPI"\IG.‘;SJ-TE
CANNOT>DO-AND.. AN

EHI OSOPHY _AND FHDTQTTTM“MI NOTHER
RELM OF WHICH THE YOKE MIGHT BE APPLIED IS

% THESBUMSINESS WORED, [OR EXAMPLE IF AT Co INTH
"PLET US SUPPOSE A MAN WAS A -STONE MASGN. WHAT
WOULD HAPPEN IF HE RECEIVED A CONTRACT Tg_guLLD
A—HEATHEN_SHRINE. SUPPOSE A MAN WERE A TAILOR
AND WAS INSTRUCTED TO MAKE PRELST S GARMENTS
OR OTHER VESTURE GARMENIS TO BE USED IN THE
SACRIFICES OF HEATHEN GODS? [N THE EARLY

DAYS OF THE CHURCH, REPEATEDLY CHRISTIANS

WERE REQUIRED TO CH 0§_BETWEEN SELREFHALTEY
N

AND JOB SECURFPY, DARMLY TELLS THE STORY

A MAN WHO LIVED IN ENGLAND MANY YEARS AGO
BY THE NAME OF_(CHARRINGFOM. HE HAD MADE

A FORTUNE IN THE BREWING. INDUSTRY. ONE NIGHT
WHILE WALKING PAST THE TAVERN HE SAW A WOMAN
WAITING AT THE DOOR. A MAN, OBVIOUSLY HER
HUSBAND CAME OUT AND SHE WAS TRYING TO KEER
HIM FROM GOING—BAEK—~IN, WITH ONE_BLOW QF

HIS FIST THE MAN KN
CHARRINGTON MOVED FORWARD TO-HELP THE LADY
AND AT THE SAME TIME LOOKED UP TO NOTICE
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THAT THE TAVERN.BORE HIS NAME., HE LATER
REMARKED THAT WITH ONE_RLOW THAT MAN HAD

.~ | NOT ONLY KNOCKED HIS WIFE D&#, BUT HE HAD

)- KNOCKED CHARRINGTON OUT OF THE BREMWERY

HE SOLD HIS INTERESTS COMPLETELY.
1 SHRESFIANS ARE TEMPTED TO .BOW..IO

.aaasaua& OF THE BUSINESS WORLD IN USING

IN THEIR RSENESS=COoNBAGES . A CAREFUL

o W Q1M Tk IGHBOR_DRINK,
= THAT PUTTEFH—FHY—BOLILE TO HIM, AND MAKEST

Wﬁﬂw ON
.w.é.! " WE MIGHT BE SURPRIZED

DISCOVER THAT GOD DOES NOT PLACE THE PRIORITY
. ON OUR JOBS AS WE DO. “Our ggnuils MORE
' IMPORTANT THAN OUR_FORTUNE(

I1. WHEREFORE COME QUT FROM AMONS THEM
Al YE SEPARATE - VERSE 1/

THE IDEA OF THE LANGUAGE IS TO

ANDeiblemlll, SOME FOLK GO BACK AND AS

ONE COMMENTATOR SAYS, THEY WANT THEIR

IN THE CHURCH BUT THEIR BRANCHES TO HANG

IN THE WORLD IN ORDER TO GET THE BEST OF

TWO WORLDS. JESUS SAID THIS CANNOT BE DONE -
YOU CANNOT SERVE THOSMASHERS. |HE PRINCIPLE

OF S FROM EVIL IS TAUGHT THROUGHOUT
THE W T SIMQLE_EAQT THAT
¢!iIIL4uuuu;pqm;-isaaczauaLx.zaL R_PRO T

OR EXAMPLE,
THE WORLD
= 0} WAS COMMAND-
ED TO SEPARATE HIMSELF F-- .ELIEVING
o RELATIVES IN UR oF CHALDEES. GENESIS
[ HAVE ALREADY ELUDED TO THE TRADGEDY
LIFE BY HIS REFUSAL TO. ROM T
WICKEDNESS OF SopoMm, { o WERE
BLESSED IN PROPORTION TO THEER

yﬁ;}éﬁiﬁE§77‘o‘%£l4-._;,,

R S o
N T
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biD, " ANFSOOB-BYS
THAT YOU CANNOT FUNN ONEY, AND
OTHER RESOURCES INIO ﬁ%s THRT 1S

_7-

BLESSED THE OTHER

5 .ONE CANNOT UNDERSTAND
SeS)) IFE AND MINISTRY

APART FROM HISSWH=EENGNESS TO BE SEPARATED

FROM THE ALLURMENTS OF EGYPT AND TO IDENTTFY

E ~

OD_POINTED TO THE NECESSITY OF BEING
SEPARATED THE COMPROMISE AND CONTAMINATION
OF EVIL IN HOLINESS TO Gop. IN THE TIME
JUDGES THE APOSTASY AND DISASTERS WHICH
OVERCAME GOD'S PEOPLE WERE THE RESULT OF
NEGLECT_OE Gop. 10N
EROM_EVIlI, [0 BE SURE, THERE ARE MANY
WRONG IDEAS ABOUT THS SUBJECT AS ILLUSTRATED
BY THE PHARISEES OF JESUS' DAY.

ARE_PHARISEES WHO M VERYONE BY THEI
STANDARD OF-SEPARATION, HOWEVER, THERE SEEM

TO BE JWQ.BASIC AREAS OF SEPARATION FOR

PRACTICE OF THIS PRINCIPLE., WE LIVE IN A féi;'

TIME WHEN THERE 1S GREAT JUSTIFICATION FOR “iy

REMAINING IN APOSTATE DENOMINATIONS. THERE

HAS BEEN A GREAT DEAL OF ACTIVITY IN SOME OF

THE MAIN LINES OF DENOMINATIONS IN POLITICAL

EFFORTS TO HELP LEFTIST, MARMIST CAUSES IN
NATIONS EVEN TO THE POINT

OF USING MONIES, CHURCH MONEY TO PURCHASE

WAR MATERIALS! ily THEOLOGY PROFESSOR USED

TO TA[K ABOUT BEILN( RSED WITH A LOGICAL

v IE.‘---—-.J'Q_-.-'—_ ﬂ. [] )

G I

, N=FTS—PHILOSOPHY AND
MANAGEMENT, 1T IS SIMPLY UNWISE TO DO SO.
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ONE WOULD EXPECT GENUINE BELIEVERS IN CHRIST
TO HAVE THE_SAME GOOD JUDGEMENT, WHEN IT COMES
TO INVESTING THEIR THME. A‘ND‘%&ES IN THE
LORD'S WORK TO MAKE SURE THAT RU

IN WHICH ONE IS WORKING IS Bfﬁ%%%ﬁi%?’%éRRECT

- AcCcORDING TO_RQMALS

O MENTION BUT TWO

3 ENCOURAGED _
WORLDLINESS, AS YOU KNOW THE WOR IS
TRANSLATED BY SEVERAL GREEK WORDS, RE IS

A WORLD FOR WHICH CHRIST DIED THAT MEN SHOULD
TﬁVET"HowEVER, THERE IS A

_AMORIZED AND co

- . --_-l!-—dli&“
OD IS SAYING THAT THERE IS A

OVERWHICH SATAM IS THE-RULER WITH ITm
O,S“THAT THE

P
-T:.zmn:iuﬁmm e e Len *»Yr.'-m.:“:': ORD

.‘%umm-n_ m \

SIMPLY STATED ANY ACTIVITY OR
ATTITUDE THAT IS INDEPENDENI_QE_éQD_S_ﬂQB
S WORLDLY., IT IS THA
?é:IIIﬂﬂErTHAT IS CONDEMNED IN THE BIBLE.
OMEONE HAS SA I DOREDETHE NOT

JUST WHAT wufﬁﬁf BUT ALSO WHAT WEARDN [T

IS AS MUCH AN INNER ATTITUDE AS AN OUTWARD
ACT! PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THA +15-17
DOES NOT SUGGEST WORLDLINESS IS AN O

THING FOR A CHRISTIAN BUT IT IS SINFUL AND
FORBIDDEN! LET ME ALSO SUGGEST THAT THE
EVI LE SAME OLD TRICKS THROUGH CHURCH

.ﬂliﬂu&. OMPROMI§E HAS ALWAYS BEEN ONE
FOF TOOLS. [N THE DAYS OF

E:¥%%%D WAS INVITED INTO THE
HAPPENEhHﬂh{}W' AND

- o



)

-

THE TYPICAL HMERIC

GAINED _Al S TO THE UNBELIEVER
1T WAs L , THAT IS BE A

I I,URCH AND THE WORLD BECAME
(: OMEQNE HAS SAID THAT

AN IS 2/ _YEARS QLD, DOES
NOT READ A BOOK A YEAR, IS IN LARGE MEASURE
MATERIALLSTdE={ N HIS PHILOSOPHY, SATISELED
WITH SMALL_ELEASURES AND BORED WITH

THE ALTHOUGH HE MAY ATTEND CHURCH

TIMES A YEAR HE IS NOT—INTERESIED IN

[esT

Lya?m e

®(1) SOUL LOST IN HELL OR A SCRATCH ON

THE SUPER NATURAL. HE IS NEITHER CONCERNED
WITH HEAVEN OR HELk WITH LITTLE INTEREST

IN IMMORIALILY, HIS PRINCIPAL INTERESTS ARE
FOOTRBALL, HUNIJNG, FLSHING, AND CARS. THE
OPPOSITE Sj =S UDED
sUG

STED § ]
QUESTION IS ASKED WHLLE -lll-'lllhlm

——="YOUR NEW CARY

M

(2), MI1SSING WORSHIP SERVICE OR MISSING A
D%Y S WORK?

A serMON 10 MINUTES TOO LONG OR LUNCH
HALF HOUR LATE?

A CHURCH NOT GROWING OR YOUR GARDEN
NOT GROWING?

YOUR BIBLE UNOPENED OR YOUR NEWSPAPER
UNREAD?
(6) CHURCH WORK NEGLECTED OR HOUSEWORK
N GLECTED?
MISSIvG A GOOD BIBLE STUDY OR YOUR

FAVORITE PROGRAM?
YOUR TITHES DECREASING OR YOUR INCOME
DECREQSING?
) YOUR CHILDREN LATE FOR SUNDAY ScHooL

OR PUBLIC SCHoOL?
WHAF REALLY DISTURBS YOU MOST?
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I1T. CLEA SE 0 RSELV"
OF THE FLESH A

™ o HETWO-SIDES-OE.SEPARATIQN ARE MENTIONED

IN THIS VERSE, NAMELY, CLEANSING FROM THE
FILTHINESS OR THE.EQL;;H];NF OF THE—F
ANDLREREECLING HOLINESS, [HE€PROMISES
MENTIONED IN THE VERSE HAD TO DO WITH
PROMISES OF GOD MENTIONED IN THE PREVIOUS
CHAPTER, THAT 1S, (GOD WILbﬂ!!!EIEE"FNQQQQE?
WITH THOSE WHO SEPARATE THEMSELVES FROM
EVIL, BUT THE DECISION IS UP TO US.
lAY WE CLEANSE QURSELVES? ONLY GOD CAN
CLEANSE FROM THE PENALLTY OF SIN AND THAT
IS THROUGH THE BLOOD OF (HRIST. IT INVOLVES
THE CONSCIENCE OF MAN, CLEANSING FROM SIN'S
IS DONE BY GOD AS WE INVOLVE OURSELVES
IN THE WORD OF GoD. [HE CLEANSING INVOLVES
BOTH BQDY. AND IT, SIMPLY STATED, IF
Vi ) WE WANT TO BE GOD'S PERSON, FILLED WITH
His HoLy SPIRIT, BRINGING HONOR TO HIM
EMPOWERED BY THE LORD IN OUR LlyES AND
MINISTR) T BE.A

T
o]

FROM_ALL_FILTHINESS
SPIRIT - /=

----- HE_PUR OF
oL TG 'ﬂmﬁ - 3l YEARS
AGO, THE FIRST PERSON “=T0 CHRIST
DESCRIBED HIS FEELING_AS: "As_

HAD-A BATH INSIDE.” THAT DEFINITION HAS
NOT BEEN IMPROVED ON THROUGH THE YEARS.




ROBERT K. SPRADLING MarcH 14, 1982

AIM'
;%ﬂEN SAD IS NOT %AD”
ORINTHIANS /:2-

To BE_SAD IS _BAD FOR US ANp FOR THOSE AROUND
US - WE TEND TO BELIEVE. HOWEVER, THLS IS
NOT NECESSARILY TRUE., FOR EXAMPL?!:%;EEHQ?
WHO DISOBEYS HIS PARENTS AND IS DISCIPL

FOR THAT DISOBEDIANCE MAY BE SAD AND _TEAREUL

BUT THAT VERY DISCIPI TNﬁ!ﬂEE ON% OF THE
T M H-E

SAVE HIM FROM DISASTER IN THE FUTURE. [ A DR,
CAUSES A GREAT DEAL OF PAIN TO_THE PATIENT
IN THE PROCESS OF TREATMENT. [HE PAIN IS_A
NECESSARY PART OF THE RECOVERY PROCESS. [HE
HURT WILL REMIND THE PATIENT OF THE TREMENDOUS
BLESSING OF HEALTH.}{JHE_SITUATIQ
HAD S TO THE_POINT THAT PAUL
WAS NEARLY BROKEN HEARTED. PAUL WROTE I

«» CORINTHIANS AND ITS STERN DISCIPLINARY MESSAGE
TO COUNTERACT ANﬁ_LQRRELI_MULTIPLE PROBLEMS
IN THE CHURCH._ HOWEVER, AFTER THE LETTER WAS
DISPATCHED BY TITUS PAUL WAS.RESILEES IN HIS
SPIRIT AS HE WAITED TO SEE HOW THE CORINTHIANS
WOULD_RESPOND, HE MET TiTus IN MACEDONIA
AND LEARNED THAT THE TROUBLE HAD BEEN CORREQIED
THAT THE CHURCH HAD RESPONDED PROPERLY TO PAUL'S
LETTER AND THE_QQ%%%H_EASPLLEIED FROM PauL'S
HEART. IN THIS CHAPTER, PAUL SPEAKS TO THE
CORINTHIANS ABOUT SOME OF THE_DIFFICULTIES THAT
AROSE BETWEEN HIMSELF AND THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH
BECAUSE OF HIS REBUKE. «EROM LT, WE LEARN THAT

SADNESS.lS.ND%}JﬂJﬂBﬁiJ&AD BUT MAY:!I!iiiiiﬁz"
BENEFICIAL, PAUL SPEAKS OF HIS REGRET AFTER

HE SENT THE LETTER, BUT LATER ON LEARNED THAT
THE HAND OF GOD WAS IN THE WHOLE PROCESS AND
HIS SADNESS AND THEIRS WAS TURNED TO GLADNESS.

T, SADNESS IS NOT BAD: WHEN FRIENDS ARE
WILLING [ALK - VERSES Z-H

('\

~

THE WORD 4EEGEEaER. MEANS TO "MAKE ROOM, OR LEAVE
A PLACE OR SPACE IN YOUR HEARTS FOR US., (THIS

e ——

N e
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[/

WORD IS TRANSLATED "coME” IN Il PeTER 3:9),
SoME AT CORINTH MAY HAVE CONSIDERED BKUE‘A

C OR EVEN , BUT THEY WERE
’"\fTﬁ‘$ﬁ§ MINORITY. PAUL MAY HAVE REMEMBERED THE
gha Eaxs_nx_ﬁnalmzu WHEN PEOPLE WERﬁasaaiaﬁg
ANM.IIH_T_H_E_E%D- ONDERFUL
DAYS OF REVIVAL AND BLESSING IN THE CHURCH
BUT Now'§TN:EEn_cREET’Tﬁ'KﬁD AUL DID NOT WANT
THE CORINTHIANS'UlJﬂﬂﬂ;ium_n%%iggiigglﬂ_giﬁg
AND_MINISTRY, [T IS EASY FOR TO_ARLSE

WHEN DISCIPLINE OR CRITICISM NIS

US.REQEDﬂiﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁgJ%pN WITH OPEN
ARMS! PAuL REMINDED THE CORINTHIANS IS
REEORD, THAT IS HE HAD NOT¢WRONGE} ﬂqggzggi OR
ﬂm D ANYONE. [HE WORD  PEERAND NS-
XTED IN [] CORINTHIANS 2:11 WITH REFERENCE
TO SATAN GETTING THE .ADVANTAGE OR-OQOVER REACHING
THE BELIEVER. |HE WORD IS USED OF CQMETQUS OR
~GREEDYPEQPLE WHO SEEK TO TAKE_ADVANTAGE OF
@™ OTHERS FOR THE SAKE OF GAIN, [HE PRIMARY
QUALIFICATION OF <E=SPIRTRUATEADER 1S A HIGH
SEIR T. PAUL WAS NO
JIM_JONES LEADING MEN O_MORAL AND PHYSICAL
DISASTER FOR HI$ OWN SELELSH AND EGOTISTITAL
PURROSES, [AUL'S INTEREST WAS IN THE CHURCH
AND THERE WILL BE QVER AND ABOVE HIS OWN SAFETY
AND REPUTATION, ONE TRANSLATION EREE 4
POINTS TO THE FACT THAT TO THE m:gg;g? AUL
WAS CANDID AND<ERANK WITH THE COR ANS,
WHEN HE SPOKEQREHIND) THEIR BACK IT WAS ALWAYS

WITH A SENSE OF PRIDE EVEN WITH A PROBLEN
PEOPLE AND A GIFTED CHURCH., HE PHRASE "FILLED

1

H COMFO AND CEED 0 " THE WORD
LITERALLY MEANS TO WITH JOY.
N OTHER WORDS A REGULAR ,[ELOOQD 0Y CAME INTO

AUL'S LIFE BECAUSE OF HIS ASSOCIATION WITH THE
™ CORINTHIAN%. THE WORD EXCEEDING IS IRA?SLATED
IN RoMANS 5:20 AS “MucH-NMORE_ZABOUND. HERE
IS A STRIKING CONTRAST IN THIS VERSE, NAMELY
ANB—JQY_ARE NOT THE TERMS USUALLY
~ASSOCIATED-WITH-FRIBULATION! THE TERM TRIBU-
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LATION OR AFFLICTION SUGGESTS SORROW, GRLEF,
DEPRESSION, BLUES, AGGRAVAT PTIGHT AND
ALL KINDS OF DISTRESS, % How couLD
THE CQRINTHIANS BE ANGRY OR RESENT A MAN

LIKE PAUL wHO wAs ENOUGH TO SPEAK THE
TRUTH YET_LOVING E H TO LET THEM LOOK

INTO HIS FAEART OF C D CONCERN
F ? WHEN SOMEONE SAYS THAT ERY

T OF THEM BRINGS A FLOOD OF JOY AND COMFORT
AND BLESSING INTO HIS LIFE - DIF ULT

FO TO_REMAIN_UP. L

WHO OF US HAS THE CHRISTIAN GRACE

+ [TO SELECT OUR MOST OUTSPOKEN CRITIC AND APPROACH
WﬁTH THE SAME OPENESS AND KINDNESS WITH
" WHICH NTHITAN_CHUREH .

e

WAS_A COMMON"CONDITION F NY'PEORLE TR—TH
BIBEE, Moses, DAVID, ELIJAH AND

AUL ADDRESSED THE CORI
SUCH AN ATTITUDE MIGHT MELI_THE COLDEST AND
MOST DISTANT RELATIONSH]P BETWEEN CHRISTIAN
BRETHERN., =

IT. SADNESS IS NOT BAD: WHEN TROUBLE BRINGS
gu éESC T-ORT_AND CHEER TO THE DELIEVER -
7 -

PAuL'S MINISTRY
THE MEMOR

I
MACED AS FRAUGHT WITH
: R10PS 16 EPHESL_B , AT
PuILIPPI L STONES AT Lx_ala;\ HE WORDS "Eo
-&JLTRE ONE WORD ]

N GREEK., IT IS THE TERM
N, 0. SOMINEX EITHER! TéﬁxszgnL
%‘s AND —iiae P RESOURES CHARACTERIZE
AUL'S MINISTRY. 1T SEEMS AS IF PAUL WENT
ROM ONE S INTO ANOTHER, IN THAT SITUATION.
AUL SAID: i LESS G HE
RTED HIM, (THE
WORD GAST_DOWN LITERALLY MEANS HUMBEE OR LOWLY
AND REFERS TO DEPRESSION THROUGH CIRCUMSTANCES
RATHER THAN LOWLINESS OF CHARACTER. NOT EVEN

PAUL WAS IS FROM THE DEPRESSION THAT ARISES
OUT OF SEVERE,_Ck PROBLEMS AND THE- LOﬂEPﬁ§§S

GETS IHE—LMPRESSION'

‘-‘_\ — . — e —




sl
TR, o —

SUF RED FROM DEPRESSION AT_TIMES IN THEIR
LIV IN MY EXPERIENCE AS A CHRISTIAN,
~ HAV KNOWN A TIME WHEN MORE IS BEING SAID
| ABQUT _DEPRESSION THAN NOW. ALMOST EVERY

Gctmm IR 1STTAN PER] L CARRI
SO ABOUT EITHER THE@ OR
WE LIVE IN Am? WORCD BENT ON
VEN THE SAINTS MAY

GET CAUGHT UP IN THE HURRY.AND HASEZE OF LIFE
TO THE POINT THAL.SPIRITUAL NERVE ENDS GET
JANGLED, [T IS POSSIBLE, EVEN FOR CHRISTIANS,
TO BECOME PH Y, EMQLIONALLY AND SPIRITUALLY
EXHAUSTED!  THIS JERSE REMINDS “THE BELIEVER

AT WE DO NOT NEED SOME KIND QF=SPIRITHAL

WHEN THINGS GO WRONG, NOT MEAN TO
SUGGEST THAT IN ES OF CL L DEPRESSION
PEOPLE DO NOT NEED MEDICAL ATTENTION WHAT
[ Am SUGGESTTNG'TS“THKT‘FUR“WHKT‘%’WOULD CALL

™

.axuuaga-us_as_uzggéggnﬁyp; N PAOL'S CAS
THE ARRIVAL OF A HELPED! MOST OF OUR

BURDENS WOULD BEGIN TO BE LIFTED IF WE DID A
OF THINGS SUCH AS GET BACK INTO
BPSOLURSEENES SPIRITUALLY, GET
BACK TO-PREMBNG. GOET BACK TOSCHWRBH AND THE
FELLOWSHIP OF SAINTS. BE CONCERNED ABOUT ~SHARENC
- . STOP LOOKING
INWARD IN SELF PITY. ['M IMPRESSED WITH THE

FACT THAT TITUS BROUGHT T EITHER_MONETARY
OR , ,BUT ONLYZQQ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ ABOUT?ﬁﬁﬁTSF'
> WORK NLESS ONE HAS CARRIED

DIFFICULT TO KNOW THE BLESSING WHEN THE BURDEN
IS LJFTED,) PAUL WAS SO CLOSELY IENKEB TO THE
THAT HIS WHOLE EMOTIONAL WELL BEING
) WAS BOUND UP IN THE ONGOING OF THE CHURCH OF
ESUS CHRIST. AS IT FLOURISHED sg DID HE.,
WHEN IT WAS IN DIFFICULTY SO WAS PAUL.

)A SPIRITUAL BURDEN FOR THE LORD'S WORK, IT IS
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[IT. SADNESS IS NOT BAD: WHEN SORROW LEADS
10 REPENTANCE - verses 8-10

“ PAUL'S FIRST LETTER BPSE$ SAINTS AT CORINTH
- AND WHEN HE FIRST WROTE THE LETTER HE HAD _SOME
REGRETS BECAUSE HE KNEW SOME WOULD BE QEEENDED

ANDM BY ITS CONTENTS,

0 ING_OTHE + THERE ARE
FOL HO GET A KIND OF THRILL OUT OF SEEING

PEOPLE UNDER THE SCURGE OF A TONGUE
HASHING, | HEY LVES IN BEING CANDLD

AND RGBE BLUTN BORRLSH AND UNKIND! SUCH PEOPLE

NEVER_HELP, BUT ALWAYS HURL WHEN THEY ATTEMPT

TO CORRECT OTHERS, _IN THESE VERSES, PAUL POINTS

TO THE FACT , Y-—SORRGNW

NOT NECESSARILY SORRY F
=S ITSELF N ONE SENSE THEY WERE SORRY THAT
THEIR SINS WERE EOUND-QUT, GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY
TO DO _IT AGAIN WITHOUT DETEETFON THEY WOULD DO
=44 GODLY SORROW AND TRUE REPENTANCE
IS A SORROW THAT COMES WHEN ONE SEES THE SINFUL-

NESS RONGFULNESS OF A DEED DONE AND A HATRED
«—FOR-THE-SIN _ITSELEF, E US
" n

CHURCH THAT IS SELDOM USED ANYMORE - ‘ﬂ!ﬂ!!ﬂ!igg
THIS WAS A CONDITION FOLK GOT INTO WHEN THEY

CAME UNDER THE PREACHING AND TEACHING OF THE
WORD OF GOD AND SENSED THEIR OWN NEED OF SAL-

VATION IN CHRIST, L;—MADE—EEDRLE-HARD_IP_LLNE
BUT IT WAS A GO ICATION THAT GOD WAS

WITH, 0
WORKING IN THE | LEE~ <EEE§§L [ FEAR THAT MANY
OF OUR PROFESSIONS ARE WITHOUT AN AWARENESS OF

PN THE SINFULNESS OF SIN, THAT IS WHY THE WORD
' “ﬁ_‘;*=f, E IS USED IN THE TEXT. REPENTANCE IN

THE MIND ABOUT SIN BECAUSE IT IS WRONG INMTHE




SIGHT OF Gob! IN OTHER WORDS IT.,lS—A RECOG-

NLTLON-AND-ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF ONE'S QST
C)_CONDITION, THE SINEUINESS OF SIN, AND THE-NEED
OF GRACE. MEN'NEED TO UNDERSTAND THEIR LOST
“"CONDITION. IN AN AGE WHERE SUCCESS MONEY AND
POWER ARE THE MEASURE OF MOST MEN-A-MISSING

NEED TO REPENS, HAN HAS Am=SRIRIFbAl=LELNES S
‘CKEEED_SL& WHICH HAS.NO_CURE APART FROM THE
GRACE OF GoD. MAN MUST ACKNOWLEDGE

AND GOD'S-REMBBY, [HREE VERSES ON REPENTANCE
SIAND OUT "IN THE BIBLE:
(1) : IN THESE VERSES JESUS POINTED
TO THE UNCERTAINTY OF LIFE, THAT SUFFERING
IS NOT NECESSARILY A SIGN OF GREAT SIN IN LIFE,
BUT WHETHER DEATH IS BY ACCIDENT OR OLD AGE THE
DOOM 1S THE SAME FOR THE SINNER WHO HAS NOT
REPENTED!

 (2) Aczs1Z:.30. THIS DECLARATION WAS MADE TO
THE SUPREME COURT AT ATHENS. THE WORDSlALL MEN
EVERYWHERE LCITERALLY MEAN MO-_EXCEPTIOQNS!
(3)_1l_

2J, | SUSPECT THERE ARE MANY

PEOPLE WHO HOPE WHAT H ALLED ’Dgg%ﬂ
RED_REPENTA Y WE "MAD.
“PEANS—TO.G0-1O0 Het |, |HEY BELTEVE THAT SOMEWHERE

MEDAY JUST MINUTES OR HOURS BEFORE
sTHEY DIE THEY WILL GET RIGHT WITH GoD, IN THE
PAST 35 YEARS | CANNOT THINK OF ONE OR TWO
PEOPLE | HAVE SEEN TAKE SUCH ACTION. [!lODERN
MEDICINE HAS SOMETHING TO DO WITH THAT .
USED TO TELL THE STORY OF A GOVERNOR
OF TEXAS WHO VISITED A PENITENTLAR%_LN_IHAI
STATE TO SPEAK TO THE—PRISQNERS. UN ONE OCCASION
HE REMAINED BEHIND TQ TALK TO ANY MEN WHO WANT
TO SPEAK WITH HIM., THOUGH HE AND THEY KNEW
| THAT HE_ALONE HAD PQWER ON A TNDIVIDURL BASIS

TO GRANT PARDONS. ON THIS ONE OCCASION A LARGE
EROUP OF MEM REMAINED BEHIND TO SPEAK WITH THE
OVERNOR. MANY OF THE PRISONERS WERE, IN PRISON
FOR LIFE., ~ONE—BY—ON& EACH TOLD THE S®MILAR
STORY HE HAD BEEN-ERAMED, A VICTIM OF THE
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MISCARRIAGE_OF USTIGE, PREDUDICE ON THE
PART OF COURES AND JURIES BECAUSE OF COLOR

AND OTHER ECONOMIC FACJORS AND SO ON,
FINALLY, ONE Ml-)N SAID TO THE ERNOR SIMPLY

ND CLEARLY: ; JUST WANT_TO SAY
MLEMTEA.LU'_Y_ DID WHAT THEY SENT ME HERE
FOR BUT | BELIEVE 1_VE PAID FOR IT AND IF GRANTED

FREEDOM [ wWouLD DO EVERYTHING IN_MY POWER TO
BE- A GOQD CITIZEN AND PROVE MYSELF WORTHY OF

YOUR MERCY. RDONED, ACKNOWLEDG-

ING GUILT OR WRONG DOING IS TER DIFFICULT

BUT ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY IN ORDER TO BE

FORGIVEN BY (Gob, E WHAT WE
_WILL NOT ACKNOWLEDGE QR CONFESS.




N
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ROBERT K. SPRADLING NoveMBER 2, 1986

THE GENEROSITY OF JESUS
IT Cor., 8:9

WE wouLD EXPECT JESUS TO BE GENEROUS. THIS
VERSE TELLS HOW. HE wAS RICH. HE BECAME
POOR SO WE MIGHT BE RICH. WE UNDERSTAND
RICH IN TERMS OF DOLLARS AND POSSESSIONS
BUT OUR LORD WAS RICH BEYOND EVERY HUMAN
MEASUREMENT. HE LEFT HEAVEN AND ALL ITS
GLORY TO COME TO EARTH TO HELP THOSE WHO
WERE POOR - SPIRITUALLY POOR, IMPOVERISHED
AND HELPLESS. (Romans 5:8, JoHN 35:16)
PAUL USED OUR LORD AS THE SUPREME EXAMPLE
OF GENEROSITY AND AN EXAMPLE FOR US TO

FOLLOW, : IS STEWARDSHIP MONTH IN
OUR CHURCH, CH YEAR, WE SET ASIDE
NOVEMBER AND | US BRING QbE=MESSAGE

DESIGNED TO ENCOLRAGE THOSE WHO DO NOT TITHE

TO BEGIN ANR.TO ENCOURAGE WHO DO TITHE TO
CONTINUE., YOU ARE _NQT A TITHER, WE ASK
YOU TO TITHE FOR

AND EXPERIENCE ONE OF THE GREAT DELIGHTS
OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE, NAMELY -SFEWARDSHIP

. IF YOU ARE A BELIEVER AND SERIOUS
ABOUT YOUR CHRISTIAN LIFE, SOMEWHERE ALONG
THE WAY YOU MUST STOP “LEAVING GoDp A-mip”
ON SUNDAY, GIVING HIM LEFTOVERS OR LEFTOUTS
IN LIFE. WE ARE NOT BEGGING FOR JESUS,
WE ARE TALKING ABOUT THE BEST INVESTMENT
PROGRAM IN EXISTENCE AND ARE OFFERING
INFORMATION ON HOW TO ENROLL. [T IS THE
INVESTMENT PROGRAM JESUS SUPPORTED!
(1) MaTTHEW 6:19-20, II Cor. 9:6 - IN
THESE TWO VERSES NOTICE TWO WORDS: SVORE
AND SOW, [N THE CHAPTER BEFORE US, THERE
ARE SIX PRINCIPLES OF STEWARDSHIP:
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[. THE PRINCIPLE OF LIBERALITY - VErSE 2
. EHE CHURCH AT JERUSALEM WAS POOR. [HERE

RE SOME INDICATIONS THAT A FAMINE MAY HAVE
AKEN PLACE IN PALESTINE AND MANY OF THE
ELIEVERS IN THE CHURCH AT JERUSALEM WERE
SUFFERING FROM SEVERE POVERTY. PAUL HAD
SHARED THIS INFORMATION WITH MANY CHURCHES
IN MACEDONIA. THEIR RESPONSE HAD BEEN
REMARKABLE. THE CHURCHES IN MACEDONIA
INCLUDING THE CHURCHES AT PHILIPPI AND
THESSALONICA HAD DONE WELL IN _HELPING THE

MOTHER CHURCH IN JERUSALEM. THE_IRONY OF
W
' THEY DID
FAR MORE THAN ANYONE EXPECTED INCLUDING
PauL! SOME THINK THAT REMARKABLE OUTPOURING
OF GRATITUDE MENTIONED IN PHILIPPIANS 4:10-19
WAS PAUL’S RESPONSE TO THEIR GENEROSITY. [T
. IS AMAZING THAT IN THIS INSTANCE AND IN
OTHERS IN CHURCH HISTORY IT WAS THE POOR WHO
HELPED THE PooR! (FROM A PASTORAL POINT
OF VIEW, | HAVE OBSERVED THIS PRINCIPLE
AFTER TWO MAJOR BUILDING PROGRAMS IN THE
PAST DOZEN YEARS. IHE PEOPLE WHO APPEAR TO
HAVE MEANS AND WHOM ONE WOULD EXPECT TO
BUY BONDS AND INVEST SUBSTANTIALLY IN A
BUILDING PROGRAM OFTEN DO NOT RESPOND!
YET, PEOPLE LIVING ON FIXED INCOMES AND
OTHER LIMITED MEANS ALWAYS STEP TO THE
FOREFRONT IN THE LORD’s work., (COMMENT
ON LADY ON SOCIAL SECURITY BUYING ONE OF
THE FIRST $250 BONDS.) ORD'S WORK

NARY_PEOPLE DOI)

LIS _USUALLY ORDI]
.%XIBAQRDLNARY TQ GET THE-WORK_QF (0D DONE .
Y THE WAY, THIS IS ONE PASTOR WHO DOES

o NOT LAMENT THE FACT THAT WE HAVE NO WEALTHY
PEOPLE IN OUR CHURCH! SOMETIMES, THE PRICE
IS TOO GREAT IN SPIRITUAL LOSS WHEN THE
WEALTHY ARE CATERED TO IN AN INDEPENDENT
CHURCH. SIMPLY STATED, SOMETIMES LARGE

\ .
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GIFTS CAN RUIN A CHURcH! (COMMENT ON
R1VERSIDE CHURCH IN NEw YorRk. ALSO MENTION
RECENT CONVERSATION WITH PASTOR AT MARYSVILLE,
MICHIGAN AND ALSO IN EVANSVILLE, INDIANA

WHERE WELL-MEANING BUT EGOCENTRIC CONTRIBUTORS
REQUIRED SOMETHING FROM THE CHURCH IN EXCHANGE
FOR THEIR GIFT.) SUGGESTED EXPERIMENT:

Ask GOD TO HELP YOU AND YOUR FAMILY BREGIN

A STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM FOR HIs GLORY. IF you
DON'T HAVE THE ABILITY TO DO SO, ASK HIM

TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE AND TRY IT FOR ONE

MONTH AND SEE WHAT GOD WILL DO - TEST HIM,
PROVE HIM AS THE SCRIPTURE SUGGESTS.

IT. THE PRINCIPLE OF SINCERITY - VERrst 8

THE PHRASE @E§Q¥E;youn LOV%} IS THE OPPOSITE
ALACHI 3 SAYS HE wiLL

PROVE HIS FAITHFULNESS TO THOSE WHO WILL

P 6IVE! QUESTION: How DOES A PERSON PROVE
HIS LOVE? IT IS CERTAINLY NOT BY TALK ALONE,
THERE MUST BE EVIDENCE OR DEEDS, A RECORD
TO VERIFY ONE’'S FEELINGS. |HERE IS A BOOK
THAT PROVES OUR LOVE FOR CHRIST. IT IS NOT
THE HYMNBOOK FOR WE OFTEN SING WHAT WE DO
NOT MEANT [T IS NOT THE PRAYER BOOK FOR
WE OFTEN PRAY WORDS WE DO NOT MEAN IN AN
EMPTY RITUAL THAT SOUNDS PIOUS BUT IS
FULL OF SOUND AND FURY SIGNIFYING NOTHING.
[T 1S THE CHECKBOOK THAT GIVES EVIDENCE
OF OUR GENUINE CONCERN FOR THE GLORY OF
QUR BLESSED LORD. PAUL SAID TO THE
CORINTHIAN CHURCH “ADD THE GRACE OF GIVING
TO YOUR OTHER SPIRITUAL GIFTS."

ITT. THE PRINCIPLE OF CONTINUITY - Verse 10

NOTICE THE WORDS BEGUN, PERFORM, DO. IN THIS
VERSE, PAUL IS ENCOURAGING THE CORINTHIANS

" IN FUNDA-
MENTAL CHURCHES, WE DO NOT MAKE PLEDGES
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’/’BUT IF WE PROMISE TO GIVE, PAUL SAYS KEEP
THAT PROMI

SE. (CCoMMENT oN THE 300 PROGRAM

WHICH WAS ONE OF THE REMARKABLE FINANCIAL
PROGRAMS IN THE HISTORY OF OUR CHURCH
WHEREBY IN OUR SECOND BUILDING PROGRAM WE
INCREASED OUR ANNUAL GIVING BY .ONE THIRD
FOR A THREE-YEAR PROGRAM, IN THE PROCESS,
THE ROAD CONSTRUCTION BECAME A DISRUPTION
AND RESTRICTED NOT ONLY OUR GROWTH BUT
IMPEDED OUR STABILITY IN ATTENDANCE AND
STEWARDSHIP, [N THOSE DIFFICULT TIMES OUR

0 MEMBERS IN SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER STAYED
WITH THE PROGRAM AND SOME HAVE BEEN WITH IT
FOR SEVEN YEARS ENABLING THE CHURCH TO GO
THROUGH DIFFICULT TIMES AND GROW AND
STABILIZE BECAUSE SOME PEOPLE WERE TRUE TO

JHEIR PROMISE _AND THEY DID NOT FAIL. SOME

OMMENTATORS HAVE SUGGESTED THAT THE SPECIAL
OFFERING FOR THE CHURCH OF JERUSALEM
ORIGINATED AT CORINTH. HOWEVER, A FULL YEAR
HAD GONE BY AND NOTHING HAD BEEN DONE TO
IMPLEMENT THE PLAN. PAUL WAS SAYING TO
THE CHURCH, NOW THAT YOU HAVE STARTED THE
BALL ROLLING, YOU HAVE TALKED ENTHUSIASTICALLY
ABOUT SHARING BY MEANS OF A SPECIAL OFFERING
FOR THE CHURCH AT JERUSALEM, NOW FINISH WHAT
YOU STARTED A YEAR AGO! [N ANY ORGANIZATION
INCLUDING A LOCAL CHURCH, IT IS EASY TO BEGIN
PROGRAMS, IT IS DIFFICULT TO COMPLETE THEM.
(FOR EXAMPLE, DRIVE THROUGH THE COUNTRYSIDE
AND NOTICE THE UNFINISHED HOUSES, UNFINISHED
ROADS, UNFINISHED PROJECTS THAT WERE BEGUN
WITH GREAT ENTHUSIASM BUT SOMEHOW WERE NEVER
COMPLETED., PAUL REMINDS THE LORD’S PEOPLE
TO CARRY THROUGH WHAT WE BEGIN,

[V. THE PRINCIPLE OF RECIPROCITY - Verse 14

THE WORD RECIPROCITY MEANS MUTUAL COOPERATION
OR “RETURN IN KIND”. IT IS OFTEN USED TO
DESCRIBE TRADE POLICIES WHERE SPECIAL
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ADVANTAGES BY ONE COUNTRY ARE RETURNED IN
KIND BY ANOTHER. IT IS USED IN LAW
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES WHERE LAW BREAKERS IN
ONE STATE ARE TREATED IN KIND IN ANOTHER
STATE, OFTEN THE STATE OF THEIR RESIDENCE.
THERE SEEMS TO BE A PRINCIPLE IN LIFE AND
IN THE BIBLE THAT

GENEROSITY WITH GENEROSITY, SHARING WITH
SHARING., WE DO NOT GLYE TO GOD IN ORDER
TOGGEL FROM HIM BUT IF WE LEARN TO BE
GENEROUS WITH HIM AND OTHERS IT JUST SEEMS
TO WORK OUT THAT GOoD WILL BE NO MAN'S
DEBTOR!

V. THE PRINCIPLE OF ACCOUNTABILITY -
VErses 20-21

WE ALL UNDERSTAND THE SIMPLE BIBLE FACT THAT
ALL MEN ARE ACCOUNTABLE TO GOD FOR THEIR
CONDUCT. HowevER, PAUL REMINDS THE CHURCH
AT CORINTH THAT WE ARE ALSO
,FOR THE WAY WE USE HUMAN RESOURCES, OR
OD'S PEOPLE ARE REQUIRED TO BE PHYSICALLY
RESPONSIBLE. PAUL WAS VERY CAREFUL TO -AMQID
, TO STIFLE
ANY CRITICISM CONCERNING THE WAY GIFTS TO
THE JERUSALEM CHURCH WERE HANDLED AND
DISTRIBUTED. HIS DESIRE AND PRACTICE WAS TO
HAVE EVERYTHING ABSOLUTELY,.ABQVE BOARD.
THEREFORE, HE APPOINTED SPECIAL.MESSENGERS
OR REPRESENTATIVES CHOSEN FROM THE_ CHURCHES
IN MACEDONIA TO ACCOMPANY HIM AND TITUS
BACK TO THE CHURCH IN ORDER TO MAKE SURE
THAT EVERYTHING WAS DONE PROPERLY AND IN
ORDER. NOT EVEN THE APOSTLE PAUL WOULD
CONSIDER CARRYING THOSE FUNDS ALONE WITHOUT
, THIS IS WISE AND SCRIPTURAL
FINANCIAL POLICY. IHE CURRENT ISSUE OF
LEADERSHIP MAGAZINE CONTAINS AN ARTICLE WHICH
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TALKS ABOUT CHURCHES THAT HAVE GONE BANKRUPT
IN THE PAST 5 YEARS BECAUSE ONE DOMINANT
DICTATORIAL LEADER - NAMELY THE PASTOR -
INSISTED ON ADOPTING UNWISE FINANCIAL
PROGRAMS THAT EVENTUALLY LED TO BANKRUPTCY.
EVERY ORGANIZATION INCLUDING THE CHURCH

NEEDS WISE FINAICIAL POLICIES AND THE CHECKS
AND BALANCES NECESSARY TO MAKE SURE THAT
FUNDS ARE USED WISELY AND CAREFULLY FOR

THEIR DESIGNATED PURPOSE., (IT HAS BEEN

MY CONVICTION IN THIS CHURCH THAT EACH YEAR
AN OUTSIDE INDEPENDENT AUDIT FROM AN

AUDITING FIRM BE PRESENTED TO OUR CONGREGATION
AT EVERY ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING. ANYTHING
LESS THAN THISE WOULD BE TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE
TO THE PASTORAL STAFF AND NONE OF US WOULD
HAVE OUR NAME ATTACHED TO AN ORGANIZATION
WHERE THIS WAS NOT DONE, ALSO IT IS MY
CONVICTION AS A GIVER TO CHRISTIAN GROUPS
OTHER THAN OUR LOCAL CHURCH - THOUGH THE
TITHE COMES HERE AND SO SHOULD YOURS - NO
MATTER HOW APPEALING OR APPARENTLY DESERVING
THE CAUSE MAY BE THERE ARE CON ARTISTS,
CROOKS AND CHARLATANS EVERYWHERE INCLUDING
?UPPOSED CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS,

TELEVISION, MISSION, CHARITY FOR THE STARVING,
WHATEVERS T WOULD REQUIRE A -FINANCIAL
STFATEMENT- OF SOME KIND SHOWING HOW AND WHERE
THESE FUNDS WERE USED. ORGANIZATIONS WHO
REFUSE TO DO THN‘QR TO GIVE THAT KIND OF
ACCOUNTING WOULDN'T GET QNE_SINGLE PENNY OF
MY MONEY.,

VI. THE PRINCIPLE OF EULOGY - Verse 24

THE TERM BOASTING IN THE TEXT IS NOT A
VAIN BRAGGING WHERE PRIDE RISES TO THE
SURFACE OVER ONE’'S PERSONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS.
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PAUL IS SAYING THAT ~WHEN-REQRLE._OR CHURCHES
DO _SOMETHING IN AN QUTSTANDLNG—ANeRELrA-HED

£0-STEWARDSHIP IT HAS A WAY OF ENCOURAGLNG..
. FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN PEOPLE

TALK OF THE IN TORONTO

OR Egggzg%gggg;igggg;i IN BOSTON AND THE

MULTIPLI THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS GIVEN EACH
YEAR TO MISSIONS, IT IS ALWAYS A SOQURCE OF

///BLESSING TO THE CHURCH AT LARGE. JSINCE OUR

e rr——— =

———

SR

HURCH GAVE TO THE AMAZON HOSPITAL PROJECT,
I HAVE RECEIVED LEITERS, MET PEOPLE IN OTHER

/ PARTS OF THE COUNTRY WHO HAVE PRAISED Gop
| FOR OUR PART IN THAT PROGRAM. [HAT ONE

SUNDAY STANDS OUT AS THE HIGHLIGHT IN MY
MEMORY IN THE HISTORY OF THIS LOCAL CHURCH.
[T WAS A TIME WHEN PEOPLE BANDED TOGETHER

| TO GIVE SACRIFICALLY FOR A WORK TO THE

GLORY OF GoD., THAT KIND OF GIVING IS WORTHY
OF PRAISE., LET ME SUM UP THIS MATTER

OF STEWARDSHIP IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER.
YEARS AGO, DR. GEORGE [TRUITT WAS ENTERTAINED
IN THE HOME OF A WEALTHY OIL_MAN_IN TEXAS.
AFTER DINNER, HIS HOST TooK DrR. TRUITT TO

A ROOM IN HIS HOUSE AND LOOKING OUT THROUGH
A LARGE GLASS WINDOW THERE WERE OIL DERRICKS
DOTTING THE LANDSCAPE AS FAR AS _THE EYE
COULD SEE. [IHE MAN SAID, "Dr. TRUITT, THIS
IS ALL MINE. | CAME TO THIS COUNTRY YEARS
AGO, POOR AND PENNILESS AND NOW AS FAR AS
YOU CAN SEE IN EVERY DIRECTION - e
MINE.” DR. TRUITT PONDERED THE STATEMENT

AS HE LOOKED AT THE OIL DERRICKS AND THE HERDS
OF CATTLE INTERMINGLED AMONG THEM AND THE
PHRASE “IT'S ALL MINE” RINGING IN HIS EARS.
[T WAS OBVIOUS THAT THE HOST EXPECTED

DR, TRUITT TO BE IMPRESSED AND TO MAKE SOME
POSITIVE COMMENT ABOUT HIS POSSESSIONS AND
ACCOMPLISHMENTS., [0 HIS ASTONISHMENT,
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THE PASTOR SAID NOTHING. TﬂEN IN A MOMENT,
HE LAID HIS HAND ON THE MAN S SHOULDERS

AND POINTED NOT OUT ACROSS THE LANDSCAPE

BUT UP TOWARD HEAVEN AND SAID: My FRIEND,
HOW MUCH DO YOU OWN IN THAT DIRECTION?

THAT IS THE QUESTION WE NEED TO ASK OURSELVES
DURING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER WITH OUR
EMPHASIS ON STEWARDSHIP.
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ROBERT K, SPRADLING MArRcH 21, 1982
AM,

"BY GRACE ARE YE SA
BY GRACE ARE YE STE!
Il CORINTHIANS &:1

k-

V
A

I

W/[E CONSIDERED THIS PASSAGE IN-NQMEMB%R TO

BE PART OF OUR STEWARDSHIP SERIES. THOUGHT

ABOUT SKIPING OVER IT, BUT SINCE WE ARE

STUDYINE Ir"%ORINTHIANS A CHAPTER AT A TIME,

SURELY, THERE IS ENOUGH IN THIS CHAPTER TO

MERIT -TWO_SERMONS IN A SIX MONTH PERIOD,

"HEN WE STUDY THE WORD OF GoD, WE DO NOT

DO SO IN A CAFETERIA STYLE, THAT IS PICKING

AND CHOOSTNG WHATSMWE_LIRE, BUT WE TAKE EVERY

COURSE AS IT COMES BECAUSE 1
) N THIS CHAPTER,

90 LESS THAN

T0 THIS QUESTION MAY HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH

TH GIVEN, [HE_SACRIEICE INVOLVED AND
THE IS FAR MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE
~AMOUNT, ONE OTHER OBSERVATION ABOUT THIS

CHAPTER IS THAT NEW TESTAMENT GIVING 1S CHURCH

IN THESE TWO KEY CHAPTERS, PAUC——

AND “NOTSNOTVIPEAES- AS EXAMPLES.,

WHEN ONE NOTICES THE PHRASE "LAY BY HIM IN ,
"IN | _CoRINTHIANS 16:2 17T REMINDS ONE
F MALACHI 3:10 WHERE THE WORD .SIQREHQUSE IS
USED, |0 BE SURE, THERE ARE MANY CHRISTIANS

TODAY WHO DO NOT BRING THEIR TITHES TO THE

LOCAL CHURCH PR@RING TO BE A MORE -FR-E-?-.I.A.NSE.
E

KIND OF GIVER. THE TITHE IS THE LORD'S AND

THESE CHAPTER DEAL” WITH_LOCAL.CHURCHES AND
eGLVING IF_A CHRISTIAN DOES NOT BRING

HIS TITHES AND OFFERINGS IO

[ - Sq. sAYS Dr.. WIERSBE, &N
MY OPINI : GIVING EXALTS_THE._|QRD
AND SUPPORTS HIS WORK. WHEREAS INDIVIDUAL
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GIVING OUTSIDE THE LOCAL CHURCH HAS A
TENDANCY TO RECOGNIZE AND EXALT INDIVIDUALS!
THE CORINTHIANS WERE BLESSED WITH .SRLRLTUAL

S A H VIRTUES, AND
AUL ENCOURAGED THEM T THIS GRACE ALSO -

THE GRACE OF GIVING, HE BELIEVER WHO IS

GOING TO BE SPIRITUAL MUST ADD_F E ESS
RGLVING TO THOSE HER VIRTUES IN ORDER TO
HONOR THE SAVIOR, LET US EXAMINE SEVERAL

«LRINCIPALS OF STEWARDSHIP IN THIS CHAPTER:
[. A_PRINCIPAL OF STEWA! [P: HARD TIMES
AND LIMITED MEANS SHOU 0 S5]0 L
"FOPLE OF GOD FRO NG THE WORK
ull -V, /—-7 Vel

You WILL REMEMBER THAT THESE TWO_CHAPTERS
DEAL WITH.A MISSIONARY..QFEERING PAUL WAS
RECEIVING FOR THE_PQOR SAINIS IN JERUSALEM,
THE CHURCH AT JERUSALEM WAS IN A POVERTY
STRICKEN CONDITION. [HE CHURCHES IN MACEDONIA
WERE RECEIVING A OFFERING TO HELP IN THAT
SITUATION, HOWEVER, TH

DY AN RE

A y - NA
HE COMDITIONS AND CRRCUMSTANCES IN "IACEDONIA
WERE—QL&E&Q“LT TO SAY THE LEAST. ACCORDING
TO VERSE THE__CH : N MACEDONIA WERE POOR,
NOTE THE TERM & : THE WORD POVERTY
HERE MEANS TO BE A_BEGGAR AND COMES FROM THE

GREEK IDEA TO TO THE TOM,
MANY OF THE COMNMERLS I CHURCHES

MACEDONIA WERE.EQRMER.SLAVES AND AT THE BOTIOM
G50 _ HERE 1S

NEROUS —AND ~THE-POOR—ARE=NG T IS OFTEN
E LEAST TO 6IVE WHO ARE THE
MOST. READY A DTﬁﬁIﬂNE‘%b GIVE, (CoMPARE
.wmm;.. IT WAS THE LATE JOSERH.PARKER
IN ONE"OF HIS SERMONS WHO SAID: HO ARE

THE PEOPLE WHO ADOPT CHILDREN? PERSONS WHO
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HAVE NINE OR TEN OF THEIR OWN.,_WHO ARE

THE KINDEST TO THE POOR? THE Poor.” WHO

~  ARE THE MOS L AND _GENEROUS _IN._THE
. LoRrD’S WORK - F

F VNESS IN CHRIST AND WANT TO SHARE T

.4ﬂJ2EﬂﬂmﬂaﬂiJ&LLH_ﬂIHEB_EEQB%ﬁ- [HE "CHURCH
IS FURTHER DESCRIBED AS HAVING GIVIN @

AT WHO HAD BEGGED NOT TO
OM THE OFFERING, BUT WHO BEGGED

10 _BE_INCIURED! THE CHURCHES WERE WILLING,
VOLUNTARY AND_SAQElElLLAL IN THEIR GIVING,
| FEEL SURE THAT FAUL MIGHT HAVE BEEN
RELUCTANT TO SAY MUCH BECAUSE OF_THE GREAT
POVERTY"IN THE CHURCHES, BUT A. T. ROBERTSON
SAID: "THEY DEMANDED THE RIGHT TO HAVE A
SHARE _IN THE OFFERING,  WHEN ONE THINK
OF SACRIFICIAL GIVING! THE STORY OF THE
WEALTHY MAN WHO WEN DOWN TO THE DOCK TO
WATCH MANY THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS WORTH OF

™ HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT BEING LOADED ONTO A
BOAT. A FRIEND SAW HIM THERE AND INQUIRED
CONCERNING HIS PRESENCE. HE RICH MAN STATED
THAT HE HAD COME TO THE DOCK TO MAKE SURE
THAT THIS VALUABLE EQUIPMENT WAS SAFELY LOADED
ABORD THE VESSEL. IHE RICH MAN INQUIRED WHY
HIS FRIEND WAS THERE AND HIS REPLY WAS THAT
HIS ONLY DAUGHTER WAS ON THE VESSEL GOING TO
THAT FOREIGN COUNTRY TO GIVE HER LIFE AS A
MISSIONARY, WE_TEND TQ MEASURE SACRIFICIAL
GIVING IN THINGS AND THIS IS IMPORTANT IN
WORK—OF-

100

SR S—GREATEST.GLEL AND THAT IS WHAT .
SAID THE CHURCHES IN MACEDONIA DID - (VERSE 27

"ELRST GAVE THELR.OWN SELVES TO THE LORD.

[T, A PRINCIPAL OF STEWARDSHIP: JESUS IS
OUR_EXAMPLE TN GENEROSITY - LS

§ 299
THE CORINTHIANSE%&GGED MANY WONDE§FBL CHRISTIAN
AND QUALITIES. [N VERSE AUL
MENTIONS FAITH, AND THE ABILITY TO PUT THAT
FAITH INTO WORDS ALONG WITH KNOW=EBGE OF
Gob’s Worp AND His wiLL. THAT PAUL ENCOURAGED

A,
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THE CORINTHIANS TO ADD TO THESE VIRTUES
GENEROSITY. ACCORDING TO VERSE 3 HE WAS
%al_ﬁluimﬁ_aaneﬁﬁéEEUT WAS CHALLENGING THE
ORINTHIANS TO OR DEMONSTRATE THEIR
LOVE FOR CHRIST IN A WAY OTHER THAN JUST
et Akl NG—ABOUT~ET! [HE GIFTED CHURCH AT
CORINTH HAD MISSED THIS GRACE. |HE LORD
JESUS CHRIST DEMONSTRATED SR‘EEEEED THE
GENUINEOUSNESS OF HIS LOVE FOR US BY WHAT
HE DID. JESUS WAS GENEROUS BY WHAT HE DID
AND TAUGHT. FOR EXAMPLE, IN THE -FEEBING-QE,
THESEIME-THOUSAMD EVERY HUNGRY PERSON WAS
FULLY SATISFIED WITH 12 BASKETS REMAINING,
JESUS DID NOT THINK OF MINIMUM NEEDS, BUT
OF MAXIMUM SATISFACTION., IN THE PARABLE OF
Fuaigéiig, IT WAS A GENEROUS DISTRIBUTION
OF SEED 10 THE SOIL THAT WAS GOD'S WAY, )
WHEN THE £ROMIERE=SPN RETURNED TO THE FATHER'S

HOUSE IT WAS WITH GREAT GENERQSITY THE FATHER
@™ RECEIVED HIM. EVERYWHERE IN SCRIPTURE OUR LORD

CONDEMED SS_AND PEElLSHNE?ﬁ AS WAS RE-
FLECTED I HE ; &S WHO DELIGHTED IN
RAGGING ABOU ING EVEN TO THE POINT

I: OUR RICH AND WONDER-
FuL LorD VE ‘ MSELF FOR THE SAKE

OF UNDESERVING S. _IT wAs His EXAMPLE

IN THE INCARNATION THAT PAUL USED TO REMIND

THE CORINTHIANS OF THEIR CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP
RESPONSIBILITY. .

III. A PRINCIPAL OF STEWARDSHIP: PAY “HAT
YOU OWE, WHAT YOU PROMISE, WHEN IT IS
DUE. - verses 10-15

THE IDEA OF LA_SPECIAL OFEERING FOR THE CHURCH
. AT JERUSALEM MAY HAVE @RFGNEFED AT CORINTH.
' As A MATTER OF FACT, THEY MAY HAVE GIVEN
SOMETHING _INITIALLY, BUT A=FHEEEAR HAD GONE
BY AND NOTHING ELSE HAD BEEN-BONE. PAUL EN-

COURAGED THE LORINTHIANS TO CONTINUE WHAT THEY

N
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STARTED, ONE NEED NOT BELABOR THE POINT THAT
IT IS EASY TO BEGIN PROGRAMS IT IS DIFFICULT
TO CARRY THEM TO A PROPER CONCLUSION. (THE
A OF MAKING A-REBBGE OR -PROMFSE TO GIVE IS
IN FUNDAMENTAL CHURCHES PRIMARILY
BECAUSE OF THE ABUSE-TIHE-RPLEDGE HAS RECEIVED
. [HAT 1S, GHURCH.OEELCEALS

~-2O0LICITING UNSAVED FOLK TO GIVE IN THE FORM
QF PLEDGE TO CONTINUE .CHURCH ACTIVIILES,

OBVIOUSLY SUCH A PROCEDURE I1S.TOTALLY UNSCRIP-
TURAL. HOWEVER, [ DO NOT IT IS WRONG FOR THE

SAKE OF GOD’'S WORK TO -RPROMESE. TO G.DLE_OALEBE_A
PROLONGED PERIOD IN ORDE OMETHLI

TURE MAY BE DONE_F —LORD,
S A MATTER OF FACT, WE ALL MAKE_PLEDGES EVER

1

\\ DAY, VERY TIME WE PURCHASE SOMETHING ON THE

INSTALLMENT PLAN WHETHER IT BE AN AUTOMOQBLLE
OR A MORIGAGE WE PROMISE TO PAY A GIVEN AMOUNT
ON A CERTAIN DATE. IT IS INTERESTING THAT

™ MOST OF US WILL PLEDGE OR RROMISE TO PAY FOR

SOMETHING—TFOR—-OURSELMES, BUT WE WILl NOT DO
~F—FOR—FHE-EORD, (SOMETIMES FOLK RESORT TO

THE OLD SCRIPTURAL IDEA OF NOT LETTING THE
LEFT HAND KNOW THE RIGHT HAND IS DOING AND THERE
IS A REASON FOR THAT BECAUSE OFTEN TIMES NEITHER
HAND IS DOING_MH THE WAY OF STEWARDSHIP.)
ACCORDING TO THERE IS A PRINCIPAL IN
LIFE THAT THINGSHAVE A WAY OF COMING._OUT_EVEN
IN"THE-END., LIFE HAS A WAY OF REPAYING GENER-

OSITY WITH GENERQOSITY AND STINGINESS WITH STIN-
GINESS.-

IV, A _PRINCIPAL OF STEWARDSHIP: HONESTY
IS THE ONLY POLICY - veErSe 1b-2

SOMETIMES, FOLK LOOK UPON CHURCHES AS BEING

) WUNSRIRITUAL IF THEY KEEP m?ns 1SSUE RECELPLS

SE_OFFERING ENVELOPES. [HE PERSON WHO WANT:
NO BUSINESS LIKE RECO KEPT MAY HAVE A REASON
FOR THAT . wellE-ARE.ANXLQUS FOR PEOPLE TO KNOW

THAT WE PAY..OUR-RENI, E, GAR_PAYMENT
AND ,OTHER BI WE_ARE_ASHAMED, BUT

M
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RATHER PROUD OF THAT FACT. WHY SHOULD ONE
THAT HE PAYS HIS-I&IH?S TO THE
ORD? IN THIS PASSAGE PAUL ADVOCATES CAREFDL

—  <HANDLING "OFR~ELUNDS, To BE WEL NING DOES

NOT MAKE A PROCEDURE_OR METHQOD RIGHT. 1[0
GATHER FUNDS IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD WITH_NQ
0 AR '

JUNTAR y OE—NQ_SAEEGJARDS
ST L NSCRIEPTURAL ., UNDS_.GIVEN IN
THE NAME OF ULHRIST SHOULD BE CHECKED AND
. IN THIS PASSAGE, FAUL MENTIONED
AND TWO OTHER BRETHE CHOSEN BY THE
CHURCHES TO ASSIST IN CARRYING THE_OFFERING

BACK TO THE SAINTS IN JERUSALEM. THERE ARE
PROBABLY MORE gSWINDLERS WHO MISHANDLE IN THE

_RI AN-—-ANY_OTHER_SINGLE AREA.,
8NCE AGAIN, i THINK THIS FACT BRINGS OUT THE

™

&

IMPORTANCE OF..LOCAL_CHURCH GIVING. HORKS
MAY BE INVESTIIGAIED AND SCRUTINIZED BY LOCAL
CHURCH LEADERSHIP, YIERSBE HAS SAID IT WELL:

4
BNl T O G HT—~FO~GET=NEW. L EADERS . ﬁ?? TRUSTS
. : W THEM, HIS
CHAPTER SAYS ABOVE ALL ELS

GIVING OF
ONES MEANS IS A SPIRI Y. Do not
NEGLECT IT FOR I A MARK OF GENUINE DED-

ICATION TO JESUS CHEIST. IT 1s NOT ENOUGH
70 sAY “I HE-LORD,_1 LOVE MISSIQNS, |
WANT TQ SEE THE GOSPEL SENT TO THE ENDS OF THE

EARTH,"” WE MUST PROME WHAT WE SAY BY WHAT WE
DO, LET ME CONCLUDE THIS STUDY WITH THE STORY
MENTIONED IN NOVEMBER WITH REFERENCE TO

UR STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM. YEARS AGO, DR,GEORGE

RUETT WAS ENTERTAINED IN THE HOME OF A WEALTHY
OIL MAN IN TEXAS. AFTER DINNER, HIS HOST TOOK
DR, TRUETT TO A ROOM IN HIS HOUSE AND AS FAR
AS ONE COULD SEE THERE WERE OIL DERRICKS
DOTTING THE LANDSCAPE, THE MAN sAID: "DR,
TRUETT, THAT'S ALL MINE., | CAME TO THIS
COUNTRY YEARS AGO PENNILESS AND NOW | OwN
EVERYTHING AS FAR AS THE EYE CAN SEE IN EVERY
DIRECTION - IT'S ALL MINE, 0 THE EAST
THERE WERE HUGE HERDS OF CATTLE INTERMINGLED
AMONG THE DERRICKS AND THE MAN CONTINUED TO
SPEAK OF THE FACT THAT IT ALL BELONGED TO
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HIM, AFTER TALKING FOR SEVERAL_MINUTES,

THE HOST PAUSED, EXPECTING DR, TRUETT TO
GIVE PRAISE AND TO SAY SOMETHING NICE ABOUT
ALL OF HIS POSSESSIONS AND ACHIEVEMENTS., 10
HIS ASTONISHMENT THE DR. SAID NOTHING. ’THEN
IN A MOMENT HE LAYED HIS HAD ON THE MAN'S
SHOULDER POINTED HIS FINGER UPWARD TO THE
SKY AND SAID: MY FR%END HOW MUCH DO YOU
OWN IN THAT DIRECTION HE MAN DROPPED ,
HIS HEAD AND SAID: "l NEVER THOUGHT OF THAT.



RoBERT K. SPRADLING " Novemser 8, 1992

“THE GENEROSITY OF JESUS”
™ Il corINTHIANS 8:9

[F THIS VERSE HAD BEEN WRITTEN ABQUT YOU AND
ME, IT WOULD HAVE READ DIFFERENTLY. .-lHOUGH WE
~WERE POOR, YET THROUGH CAREFUI Pl ANNTNG AND HARD
HORK WE BECAME RICH, THAT THROUGH QUR RICHES OUR
< CHILDREN MIGHT BE RICH AND NOT HAVE TO WORK AS
2%, JEDID, IHE DESIRE TO BE RICH IS A DOMINANT
DESIRE. ALMOST NONE WANT TO BE RICH IN ORDER
TﬂAT THEY M{GHT BECOME EDQR_BY HELPIN HE.POOR

V. £ MEASURED WHAT THEY GAVE -

EXAQILI! T NARROW, COLD, AND CARE_ULLX

CAECULATED., WHEN JESUS PROVIDED k d
IARRIAC IN CANA, 1T WAS IN GR
HE |

’ﬁ / 4 “.\ :3 P
s ¥ ¥
\ o

SURPL S AFTER ALL WERE FILLED.

.1EA5uBE_MEALs_Lﬂ_mLmlmuﬁ_Amnqus BUT RATHER
SATISFIED THE_HUNGRY. HIS FOLLOWERS EMULATED

__HIS EXAMPLE.,

(1) MarY - ANOINTED JESus' BoDY BY N e,
BREAKING A VIAL OF OINTMENT OR PERFUME WITH_NQ
IDEA OR—EFFORT—TO—KEER—PART FOR HERSELF. IT
WAS GIVEN_FULLY, TOTALLY TO JESUS.

(2) THe PropicalL Son’s FATHER - HE BROUGHT

FORTH THE BEST ROBE, A RING, SANDALS, MUSIC AND
A FEAST - .ALL_THE—BESL FOR THIS NE'ER DO WELL
SON. |HE EXPRESSION OF A FATHER'S LOVING HEART.
WHEN JEsSus DIED, HE DID NOT CALCULATE THE
BENEFITS OF HIS DEATH FOR A FEW, BUT FOR THE

™  WHOLE WORLD! WE ARE NOT SURPRISED, BUT RATHER

: EXPECT JESUS TO BE GENEROUS, As HIS WE
ARE.EXP , | : -ﬁwTHJS EXAMPL. '

a8

:—5 ET MOST OF US ARE
TURNED OFF BY THE TACTICS EMPLOYED IN THE NAME
e e R TS

:
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OF RELIGION., LEADERS BEG, BROW-BEAT, ARM-TWIST,
HIGH PRESSURE AND SQUEEZE FOLK IN ORDER TO RAISE
MONEY FOR WHAT ARE CALLED “CHRISTIAN E

“» [HROUGH THE MAIL, ON RADIO AND TELE
CHURCH, BANQUETS - JHE.APPEALS_NEVER STQ L
"RAISING IS A SCIENCE AND A’NECE SI'”'FOR MANY
CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS BUT A THORN IN THE FLESH
FOR MANY CONTRIBUTORS. SURELY GoD DOES NOT
EXPECT HIS WORK ON EARTH TO BE DEPENDENT UPON
SUCELJ_QN_LE)LEI_MEIC',H_Q_QS. Do YOU SUPPOSE THAT @
EVERY PROFESSING CHRISTIAN WOULD GIVE TO THE
WORK OF THE LORD AS GOD HAS PROSPERED HIM THAT

THE CHURCH OF JEsuS CHRIST cQULD DO_
~EXREGTS—US- TO DO IN REACHING A WORLD FOR 8HR15T°

HOWEVER, AS LONG AS FOLK TREAT GoD AS Y TREAT
'RESS IN A RESTAURANT, THAT 1S, “TIiP” Him

ON SUNDAY - GIVE GOD THE LEFTOVERS OR THE LEET

®ﬂm OF OUR FINANGES - THEN NOT MUCH WILL HAPPEN,

- S SIMPLY 0 | EMETT. 6.59—21
GOR . OTE THE, EMPHASIS ON THE WORDS

Sl STORE AND sow ) EAcH NOVEMBER, WE EXPLAIN A
4o~ PROGRAM DESTGNED FOR LONG-RANGE INVESTMENT AND
-;k LET YOU DECIDE IF AND HOW YOU WILL INVEST. WITH
,f;“ THIS IN MIND, LET US EXAMINE II C ) _

i ﬂLaARI EMPHAZING SEVERAL FEATURE

PLEASE NOTE THATTHESE TWO CHAPTERS HAD TO DO
WITH AN OFFERING PAUL ,RECEIVED FROM THE CHURCHES

OF MACEDONIA FOR THE 1s” AT
/ J . (RoMANS 15 EE§ ﬁAUE S REFERENC

— JEsus UNDERSCORES_THIS,WHO £ MATTER. '**7*“"‘*m

@ 1. THE PRINCIPLE OF LIBERALITY - 8:2
P

THIS 1S A PLACE WHERE THE TERM "“LIBERAL”
IS USED IN THE BEST SENSE OF THE WORD. |HE
CHRISTIAN IS ENCOURAGED TO BE A LIBERAL GIVER.
WORDS SUCH AS STINGY, TIGHT-WAD, PENNY-PINCHING,
CHEAP SKATE, SKIN FLINT HAVE NO PLACE IN

y
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CHRISTIAN STE
DMIRE N WE DO NOT ADOPT SUCH A

LIFESTYLE. IS A BIBLICAL
EXAMPLE OF EXCEEDS A SELF-

CENTERED, PROTECTIONIST ATTITUDE TOWARD ONES
FINANCIAL RESOURCES. AS HAS BEEN MENTIONED, THE
CHURCH AT JERUSALEM WAS POOR., A FAMINE MAY HAVE
TAKEN PLACE IN PALESTINE WHICH CAUSED SEVERE
SUFFERING AND POVERTY FOR THE CHURCH. PAUL HAD
SHARED THAT INFORMATION WITH MANY CHURCHES IN
MACEDONIA. THEIR RESPONSE HAD BEEN REMARKABLE .
THE CHURCHES IN MACEDONIA INCLUDING CHURCHES
SUCH AS PHILIPPI AND THESSALONICA HAD_DONE _FAR
MQEE;ﬂﬂWLMAS.EXEELﬂH&. THE IRONY OF THE

SITUATION WAS THAT THE
WERE THEMSELVES POOR! SOME BELIEVE THAT THE

REMARKABLE QUTPOURING OF GRATITUDE MENTIONED IN
PHIL. 4:10- l_ WAS PAUL’'S RESPONSE TO THEIR
4GENEROSITY. “ UNE OF THE FIRST AND MOST

" SURPRISING LESSONS I LEARNED IN SEYERAL MAJOR
BUILDING PROGRAMS IS THAT THE LORD'S WORK IS
USUALLY FINANCED c.ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁi&iﬂiﬂﬂhE WHO GIVE IN
AN “EXTRAORDINARY.WAY Y THE WAY, THIS IS ONE
PASTOR WHO DOES NOT LAMENT THE FACT THAT THERE
ARE NO_WEALTHY.PEOPLE IN OUR CHURCH! SOMETIMES
THE PRICE FOR LARGE CONTRIBUTIONS IS GREATER

THAN THE LEADERSHIP OF A CHURCH SHOULD BE WILLING
To PA¥Y! OFTEN LARGE GIFTS INVOLVE LARGESAY. IN
CHURCH. POLICY. SUGGESTED PROCEDURE: TO
HELP YOU BEGIN A STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM IN
FAMILY. IF YOU DO NOT SEE THE POSSIBILITY OF
DOING THIS ON A REGULAR BASIS ASK HIM FOR GRACE
TO DO IT FOR A LIMITED PERIOD, SAY ONE OR TWO

MONTHS - TEST. HIM AND SEE WHAT HAPPENS.
[I. THE PRINCIPLE OF SINCERITY - 8:1

MANY A ROMANTIC ROGUE HAS PROMISED HIS
SWEETHEART UNDXING, D LOVE.,
HOWEVER, THE PROMISES WERE EN WHEN
THE ROMANTIC MOMENT PASSED. AFTER SEVERAL SUCH
FAILED PROMISES THE PERSON IS AMAZED TO DISCOVER




™
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TO THE ONE HE
{E.FOLKS ARE

E;'ACCORDING TO THE TEXT, BY WHAT
WE DO NOT WHAT WE SAY. [HERE_IS'A BOOK WHICH
PROVES OUR LOVE FOR CHRIST. [T IS NOT-A-RRAYER

LBOOK BUT RATHER.A-GHEE&-EQQK.
HERE IS A ' TO VERIFY OUR WORDS. LOVE THAT

IS SINCERE GIVES WHEN IT DOESN'T FEEL LIKE IT.
[T REQUIRES NO PICTURES OF ORPHANS, NO PITCH TO
FEEL GOOD OR ANYTHING DEALING WITH SENTIMENT,
ONLY TO GIVE BECAUSE IT IS OUR CHRISTIAN
RESPONSIBILITY TO DO SO FOR THE GLORY OF GobD.

[IT. THE PRINCIPLE OF CONTINUITY - &:10

PAUL ENCOURAGED THE CORINTHIANS TO DO WHAT
THEY. £ROMLSED TO DO, [HEY SAID THEY WOULD DO
SO MUCH FOR THE SAINTS IN JERUSALEM AND PAUL
ENCOURAGED THEM TO LIVE UP TO THEIR PROMISE,
WHAT YOU SIARI =.DON'T STQP HALF WAY
ROUGH THE PROGRAM. iﬂBUR CHURCH HAS BEEN
LESSED WITH SEVERg:;jUCCESSFUL SPECIAL FINANCIAL

_PROGRAMS+ OUR RECENT)Focus ON THE FUTURE TO
REDUCE INDEBTNESS “KBIESSTNG ™ TO” ALL

,PARTICIPANTS. PRIOR TO THAT, THERE WAS TH

WHICH WAS ONE OF THE REMARKABLE FINAN AL

"PROGRAMS IN THE HISTORY OF OUR CHURCH. [T BEGAN
IN ORDER THAT THE SECOND BUILDING PROGRAM
INVOLVING THE FAMILY CENTER MIGHT B LT. WE
INCREASED OUR ANNUAL GIVING BY WINVOLVED
IN A THREE-YEAR PROGRAM. [N THE PROCESS, THE
ROAD CONSTRUCTION BECAME A DISRUPTION AND
RESTRICTED NOT ONLY OUR GROWTH BUT IMPEDED OUR
STABILITY IN STEWARDSHIP. IN THOSE DIFFICULT
TIMES OUR 500 MEMBERS IN SUBSTANTIAL NUMBERS

“  STAYED WITH THE PROGRAM AND CONTINUED ON EVEN
THOUGH THE TIME PERIOD EXPIRED. SIMPLY STATED,
THEY.*SAVED*OUR 'BUILDING PROGRAM BECAUSE THEY
DID NOT ONLY WHAT THEY PROMISED BUT FAR ABOVE

_WHAT_THEY PROMISED..T0.DO!)

-
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G TO THE CHURCHES, NOW THAT
"BALL ROLLING; NOW THAT YOU'VE
@™ TALKED ENTHUSIASTICALLY ABOUT SHARING IN A
ﬁ&gCIAL OFFERING FOR 1 _AT JERUSALEM -

N A 'E YEAR AGO! As YOU WELL
] PROGRAMS - IT'S
DIFFICULT TO S TA PLETE THEM. IF You
DOUBT THAT, DRIVE THROUGH ANY SECTION OF SOUTHERN
WEST VIRGINIA AND NOTICE THE UNFINISHED BUILDINGS
UNF INISHED.ROADS, UNFINISHED PROJECTS THAT WERE
BEGUN WITH GREAT ENTHUSIAM BUT SOMEHOW WERE -NEVER
COMPLETED.

V. THE PRINCIPLE OF RECIPROCITY - 8:14

(_ MEANS MUTUAL COOPERA:
IND. [T IS OFTEN USED TO

~ BY ONE COUNTRY ARE RETURNED IN KIND TO ANOTHER.
| [T IS USED WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES WHERE
LAW BREAKERS IN ONE STATE ARE TREATED IN KIND IN

ANOTHER STATE.. [HERE IS A PRINCIPLE.OF LIFE THAT

Effﬁ“’fﬁéﬁﬁ:.SHARINO'WITH'sHA?‘i*““‘"EUDO NOT GIVE
TO THE LORD IN ORDER TO GET FROM HIM BUT IT IS
TRUE THAT GOD WILL BE NO MAN'S AND WE

C

THOSE WHO LEARN TO GIVE IN THE
MANNER DESCRIBED IN THIS VERSE RECEIVE IN LIKE

MEASURE FOR WHATEVER MEASURE WE USE IN DEALING
WITH OTHER PEOPLE THEY WILL USE EALING WITH
—us! It 1S5 AN

EMINDS THE READERS OF
M  THTSBOOK_NOT_TO_LIVE ONLY FOR.EQRAY. WHAT SOME

WOULD CONSIDER MAY INDEED BE WISE IN THE
LONG RUN, %gﬁEJQ

OA.w %M A—w% .S’oﬁCu— ‘Ffa_w
A—abﬂ‘-‘- ‘Fﬂiut ﬂ-(él-b/vu-a £4

¢ »yﬂ.r«/_.)
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V.  THE PRINCIPLE OF ACCOUNTABILITY - 8:20-21

THAT WE ARE ACCOUNTABLE TO GOD IS A CLEAR
BiBLicAL FACT. HOWEVER, PAUL REMINDED THE
INTHIAN CHURCH THAT WE ARE ALSO. ACCOUNTAR

TO MEN FOR THE WAY WE USE HUMAN RESOURCE e

THE .HANDLING _OF MONEY THERE MUST BE CARE,
RESPONSIBILITY._ AND “BUSINESS-LIKE _PROCEDURES .

PAUL WAS CAREFUL TO AVOID ANY APPEARANCE OF WRONG

DOING, EVERYTHING MUST BE DONE %BQME_BQARD WITH
SULTABLE~FINANCIAL-SAEEGUARDS. IHE CHRISTIAN
WOULD BE WISE NOT TO CONTRIBUTIE TO ANY SUPPOSED

CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATION THAT DOES NOT HAVE
AND -STRONG_FINANCIAL PROGRAMS

TO PROTECT THOSE WHO CONTRIBUTE AND THOSE WHO

CARE FOR THE_EINANCIAL.INTEGRITY OF THE
JANSTITUTION.

VI, THE PRINCIPLE OF EULOGY - 8:24

THE TERM BOASTING. IN THE TEXT IS NOT
TALKING ABOUT BRA OVER PERSONAL ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS. WHEN PEOPLE OR CHURCHES DO SOMETHING IN
AN OUTSTANDING WAY ESPECIALLY IN THE AREA OF
STEWARDSHIP IT HAS A WAY OF ENGOURAGING THE

E. FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN THE

PEOELE SwCHURGH IN TORONTO OR PARK STREET..CHURECH

OSTON RECEIVED MULTIPLIED THOUSANDS OF
DOLLARS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS IT BECAME A SOURCE
OF BLESSING AND CHALLENGE TO THE CHURCH AT
LARGE, WHEN OUR CHURCH GAVE SUBSTANTIALLY TO A
+HOSPITAL PROJEGTSIN THE AMAZON. WE RECEIVED
LETTERS FROM PEOPLE ACROSS THE COUNTRY AND MET
PEOPLE IN OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY WHO PRAISED
GOD FOR OUR PARTICIPATION IN THAT PROGRAM. [HAT
ONE SUNDAY WHEN WE RAISED oVER $50,000,00 For
THAT PROJECT HAS BEEN A MISSIONARY\HIGHLIGHT IN
THE MEMORY OF THOSE ASSOCIATED WITH\ THIS LOCAL

CHURCH., GE&

A
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~ CONCLUSION LET ME SUM UP THIS MATTER OF

STEWARDSHIP WITH A STORY ABOUT THE LATE DR.
GEORGE TRUITT, PAsSTOR OF THE 1sT BAPTIST CHURCH
IN DALLAS. ONE EVENING HE WAS BEING ENTERTAINED
IN THE HOME OF A WEALTHY MAN. AFTER DINNER, HIS
HOST TooK DR, TRUITT TO A ROOM IN HIS HOUSE
LOOKING OUT THROUGH A LARGE GLASS WINDOW WHERE
OIL DERRICKS DOTTED THE LANDSCAPE, THE MAN SAID:
THIS IS ALL MINE. | cAME To THIS COUNTRY YEARS
AGO PENNILESS AND POOR, NOW AS FAR AS YOU CAN
SEE IN EVERY DIRECTION, IT'S ALL MINE,"

THE PASTOR PONDERED THIS STATEMENT FOR AWHILE,
LOOKED AT THE DERRICKS AND-HERDS OF CATTLE,
INTERMINGLED AMONG THEM AND THE PHRASE s AL |
MINE” KEPT RINGING_IN HIS EARS. OBVIOUSLY THE
HOST EXPECTED DR. TRUITT TO BE IMPRESSED AND HE

™ MAY HAVE BEEN BUT AFTER A MOMENT OF REFLECTION
HE LAID HIS HAND ON THE MAN'S SHOULDERS AND
POINTED NOT ACROSS THE LANDSCAPE BUT UP TOWARD
HEAVEN AND SAID: “MY FRIEND, HOW:MUCH. DO.YOU.
OWN IN THAT DIRECTION?"

THAT IS THE KEY QUESTION ABOUT STEWARDSHIP. THAT
IS THE EMPHASIS OF STEWARDSHIP MoNTH AT BIBLE
CENTER CHURCH.



ROBERT K. SPRADLING NovemBer 20, 1988

THE JOY, OF STEWARDSHIP
(XCoR. S)

THERE ARE OTHER "SHIPS” IN THE CHRISTIAN
VOCABULARY SUCH A% SONSHIP, FELLOWSHIP,
LEADERSHIP. STEWARDSHIP IS THE ABANDONED

AND SUNKEN SHIP FOR MANY CHRISTIANS AND
CHURCHES. IT IS ND WORD MEANING

THE LAW OF THE HOUSE OR %ﬂ!‘ﬂxﬂﬁGEMENT OF

A HOUSEHOLD. [|HE IDEA GOES BACK TO SLAVERY
WHEN A MASTER OR ESTATE OWNER WOULD APPOINT

A SLAVE OR SERVANT TO ADMINISTER HIS HOLDINGS.
[T INVOLVED ADMINISTRATION OF HIS ENTIRE

ESTATE OR HOUSEHOLD. OFFICIALS WERE

ONCE CALLED STEWARDS. N TH STAMENT,
‘—

«LMG THINGS SUCH AS THE GOSPEL, GIFTS AND
GOLD., IN OUR TIME, THE WORD IS ASSOCIATED
ALMOST ENTIRELY WITH MONEY BUT SCRIPTURALLY
i SPEAKING IT REFERS TO A CHRISTIAN LIFESTYLE
THAT SEES ALL OF ONE’'S RESOURCES AS A SACRED
TRUST FROM GobD. ToO OFTEN, THE WORD
STEWARDSHIP IS _GRIM BUSINFSS. IN CHURCH LIFE
IT IS VIEWED SOMEWHERE BETWEEN A TRIP TO
THE HOSPITAL OR THE DENTIST. STEWARDSHIP
PRACTICES HAVE BEEN DONE IN POOR TASTE
LEAVING CHRISTIANS WITH NO TASTE FOR GIVING
AND A BAD TASTE FOR CHARITY IN GENERAL. FACH
IS SET ASIDE AS STEWARDSHIP MONTH
AT THE BIBLE CENTER CHURCH. [ USUALLY BRING
ONE MESSAGE DESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE THOSE WHO
DO NOT TITHE., WE ASK YOU TO TRY IT FOR
A SINGLE MONTH. ALSO, FOR THOSE WHO HAVE
BECOME LAX, TO PICK UP THE SLACK ONCE AGAIN.
STEWARDSHIP IS ONE OF THE GREAT DELIGHTS
o IN CHRISTIAN LIVING, SOMEWHERE WE MUST GET
SERIOUS ABOUT THIS SUBJECT AND STOP "TIPPING
Gop oN SuNDAY, GIVING HIM LEFTOVERS OR THE
LEFTOUTS OF OUR LIFE. [HE BEST INVESTMENT
PROGRAM IN EXISTENCE IS THE ONE IN WHICH YOU
AND [ TAKE GOD AS A PARTNER AND WATCH HIM

\\\_____________________________________________’//;
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MANAGE OUR FINANCIAL AFFAIRS. OuR IDEAS
ABOUT STEWARDSHIP DO NOT COME FROM MADISON

T AVENUE, DEVELOPMENT COMPANIES, GIMMICKS
AND GADGETS BUT FROM THE BIBLE.

[. PUNCTUALITY IN GIVING - 9:5

THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH HEARD OF THE DEEP
POVERTY IN THE JERUSALEM CHURCH AND ADOPTED
A PLAN TO HELP PRIMARILY THAT OF A FREE WILL
OFFERING. HOWEVER A YEAR HAD PASSED AND
NOTHING HAD BEEN DONE. [N TODAY'S LANGUAGE,
THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED THE
PROJECT, THAT IS IT GOT OUT OF_COMMITTEE BUT
IT NEVER GOT OFF THE GROUND! THEY PROMISED
TO DO SOMETHING BUT HAD NOT FOLLOWED UP ON
THE PROMISE. IN A SENSE, THEY HAD PLEDGED
TO DO SOMETHING., (COMMENT HOW THE LIBERALS

— HAVE RUINED THIS WORD FOR US, WE cALL IT

' FAITH PROMISE” TO AVOID THE NEGATIVE
CONNOTATIONS. SIMPLY STATED, PAUL REMINDED
THE CORINTHIANS WHEN YOU MAKE A PROMISE TO
DO SOMETHING, DO IT! (WE PLEDGE MLSSIONARY
- A PROMISE TO PAY AND PRAY FOR

MISSIONARIES ON THE FIELD ON A REGULAR BASIS.
THERE IS A SENSE IN WHICH A MQRIGAGF OR
NS TebsMEMTRAYMENTS ARE PLEDGES TO PAY.)

B VERSE LOADED WITH

LESSONS ABOUT GI

(1) THE PURPOSE - GIVING WAS FOR FOLK
NEED IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD. *

(2) THE PLAN - THE WORD ORDER MEANS BY
™ ARRANGEMENT OR DIRECTION., _THE WAY TRANSLATION
SAYS: _"To ADOPT THE PLAN | ARRANGED EOQOR THE
...+ _|HIS IS A REFERENCE
TO A SYSTEM FOR GIVING. THAT 1S, SYSTEMATIC
GIVING IS Gop’s PLAN ForR His PeoPLE. I[F
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THERE IS NO PLAN, THERE WILL BE NO
PARTICIPATION, (?%f%czorzj

(3) THE PROGRAM,?’U;BN THE FIRST DAY OF

THE WEEK, SUNDAY NOT SATURDAY, IN PUBLIC
WORSHIP GIVING IS AN INTEGRAL PART. [|HE
OFFERING ON SUNDAY IS NOT "PASSING THE HAT,”
IT IS AN ACT OF PUBLIC WORSHIP OF Gop, IT
IS AS MUCH WORSHIP AS SINGING, PREACHING,
ERAYING OR ANYTHING ELSE WE DO IN HONOR TO
oD.

(4) THE PERSONS - THE PHRASE "EVERYONE OF
YOU” TS REFERRING TO SAVED, NOT SINNERS.
RICH, POOR, OLD, YOUNG NOBODY IS LEFT OUT -
EVERYBODY IS EXPECTED TO PARTICIPATE,

(5) THE PLACE - THE WORD STORE SEEMS TO BE
A REFERENCE TO MALAcHI 3:10, THERE ARE TWO
BASIC IDEAS ABOUT GIVING!: ‘3;4Hrnu¢7b /< oRp.

(A) FREELANCING ol 08 +

(B) LoCAL CURCH CONTRIBUTION

[T 1S MY CONVICTION THAT CHRISTIANS WHO DO
NOT BRING THEIR TITHES AND OFFERINGS TO THE
LOCAL CHURCH SIMPLY DO NOT HAVE THE LOCAL
CHURCH AT HEART AND HAVE NEGLECTED CLEAR

BIBLE TEACHING ON THAT SUBJECT. POINT:

WE ARE NOT TALKING ABOUT TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS -
OBVIOUSLY OTHERS NEED SUPPORT, BUT_WE ARE
TALKING ABOUT 6,)THE PROPORTION. THIS IS AN
AREA SOME PEOPLE HAVE CONVENIENTLY OVERLOOKED.
THEY STILL GIVE_THE SAME_AMOUNT TO THE

LorDp THEY GAVE 1, 5, or 10 YEARS AGO - THE
CHECK NEVER VARIES OR THE DOLLAR BILL NEVER
INCREASES? For soME, A $100 DONATION WOULD
BE A GENEROUS OFFERING, WHILE OTHERS A
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$10,000 DONATION WOULD BE SMALL. KEEP
RECORDS AND CLOSE ACCOUNTS WITH GoD.

[T, GENEROSITY IN GIVING - 9:6

[T WAS SAID OF AN ELDERLY SCOTSMAN THAT

HE HAD ALL OF HIS GENEROUS IMPULSES UNDER
COMPLETE CONTROL! EVEN A CASUAL READING OF
SCRIPTURE INDICATES JESUS WAS GENEROUS.

HE HAD LITTLE OF THIS WORLD'S GOODS AND WHAT
HE HAD, HE GAVE Away. (II Cor. 8:9) -
GENEROSITY OF MAGNANIMOUS PROPORTIONS,

JOHN 12:3 - MARY WAS GENEROUS, JUDAS WAS
NOT. [IHE EXAMPLE IN THE TEXT COMPARES
SOWING OF GRAIN WITH SHARING IN GIVING.
W

= _QLME_&lIILE.;ﬁEI
IT VE_ = GLJ . HE PARABLE
OF THE TALE s F)- RECOUNT
GRAIN STORY . D W XADTANT UNDER
FLOOR WHERE ROTTED. (THE STORY IS TOLD OF
A EARMER. WHO IS KNOWN FOR HIS GENEROSITY.
H1S FRIENDS FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN
HOW HE COULD GIVE SO.MUCH _AWAY AND YET HAVE
SO _MUCH.HIMSEIF, ONE DAY A FRIEND STATED THAT
HE SIMPLY DID NOT UNDERSTAND HOW THIS COULD
BE. |HE FARMER REPLIED THAT IT WAS EASY TO
EXPLAIN, HE sAID:

BUT HLS..SHOVE!I IS MUCH BIGGER THAN MINE!")
IT1I. HILARITY IN GIVING - 9:7

THE GREEK WORD FOR CHEERFUL IS HILARIOUS.
WE USE THE TERM TO DESCRIBE SOMETHING THAT
IS "FALL DOWN FUNNY.” THE BASIC IDEA IS
SIMPLY TO BE MERRY OR CHEERFUL, THE EXACT
OPPOSITE OF SOMBER, SOUR OR SARCASTIC IN
ONE'S ATTITUDE TOWARD CHARITY. WE ARE
ENCOURAGED TO STAMP CHEER ON OUR CHECK
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BEFORE WE DEPOSIT IT IN THE BANK OF
HEAVEN! [N OTHER WORDS, OUR GIVING SHOULD
BE GLAD AND NOT GRIM. [T IS A MATTER OF
THE HEART. WHO AMONG US HAS NOT FELT THE
EMOTION OF UNWILLINGNESS, RESENTMENT

AND REBELLION WHEN NEEDS HAVE BEEN PRESENTED
WITH REFERENCE TO THE LORD'S WORK. WE ARE
SUSPICIOUS AND EVEN UPSET IN OUR GIVING,
THIS VERSE SAYS WE SHOULD ENJOY GIVING TO
Gob, WHEN FRANCES HAVERGAL WROTE THESE
WORDS: "TAKE MY SILVER AND MY GOLD, NOT

A MITE WOULD | WITHHOLD,"” SHE BECAME
CONVICTED ABOUT WRITING ONE THING AND DOING
ANOTHER, I[N HER AUTOBIOGRAPHY SHE TELLS
HOW SHE EXAMINED HER RESOURCES AND GAVE
SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNTS OF MONEY TO MISSIONS
INVOLVING SOME JEWELERY, OSHE SAYS OF THE
GIVING AWAY PROCESS: “I NEVER PACKED A
BOX WITH MORE PLEASURE.” - THIS IS AN
ILLUSTRATION OF HILARIOUS GIVING,

(CoMPARE BARNABUS - AcTs 4:36)

IV, SUFFICIENCY IN GIVING - 9:8-11

THESE VERSES IN THE KJV SOMETIMES DO NOT
REGISTER IN OUR THINKING ABOUT GIVING.

"GoDp IS ABLE TO MAKE IT UP BY _GIVING
YOU EngYTHINd‘ﬂﬂfﬂftﬂ‘fﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%%Lso THAT

THERE WILL NOT ONLY BE ENOUGH FOR YOUR OWN

10 OTHERS v iES, EOD WILL GIVE YOU MUCH

SO THAT YOU CAN GIVE AWAY MUCH, AND WHEN YOU
TAKE YOUR GIFTS TO THOSE WHO NEED THEM THEY
WILL BREAK OUT IN THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE TO
Gop FOR YOUR HELP.” (Livine LETTERS) THE
BELIEVER DOES NOT GIVE IN ORDER THAT GoD
WILL GIVE BACK WITH INCREASE. HOWEVER, WHEN
THE CHRISTIAN LEARNS TO TRUST GOD IN
STEWARDSHIP, GOD TRUSTS HIM WITH MONEY AND
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WILL SEE TO IT THAT HE HAS ADEQUATE
RESOURCES FOR HIMSELF AND OTHERS. (oD
™ ENRICHES US AND ENLARGES OUR RESOURCES.

NoTice IN VERSE 10 TWO WORDS Y
_AND INCREASE.” WHEN WE GIVE TO ton, IT IS

NOT A NOT A STEP TOWARD POVERTY BUT A LEAP
TOWARD PLENTY. Luke 6:38 (WEYMOUTH
TRANSLATION) E

C AND GIFTS SHALL BE
BESTOWED ON YOU, TULL MEASURE, PRESSED DOWN,
a, SHAKEN DOWN AND RUNNING OVER S

S~ _INTO YOUR LAMPS; FOR WITH THE S
< Y SHALL MEASURE TO YOU IN
> RETURN. AD UNDERSTOOD THIS AND PRACTICED

TT WITH PRODUCE AND FARM PRODUCTS. (COMMENT

REGARDING STRAWBERRIES AND POTATOES.)

THE STRANGE PHRASE "PEQPLE WILI GIVE _INTO

" REFERS TO THE FACT THAT JEWS

WORE A LONG, LOOSE ROBE DQWN TO THEIR FEET
P AND TIED AROUND THE WAIST WITH A ROPE OR

GIRDLE., |HE ROBE COULD BE PULLED UP SO

THAT THE BOSOM OF THE ROBE ABOVE THE GIRDLE

FORMED A KIND OF OVER-SIzgn_BQLKEI_LNJuHLQH
OMEONE HAS

« SUGGESTED IT IS THE MODERN EQUIVALENT
OF HAVI%%:%S. WHEN WE GIVE, OUR
RETURN OVER NOT ONLY FILLING
BUT OVERRUNNING THE CONTAINERS. ’COMMENT:
EVERY BELIEVER WHO HAS TAKEN GoD'S WORD

SERIOUSLY UNDERSTANDS THE VALIDITY AND VALUE
OF THESE VERSES,

\LQ TRANSWORLD RADIO - PIEDMONT
'ﬁ.gzg GRACE SEMINARY - HEDGING
M “-L§% COoLLEGE FOR KIDS - DID NOT SEEM TO BE
P

SIBLE - NOW SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM FOR OTHER
PEOPLE'S KIDS!
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START TODAY TO PROVE YOUR LOVE - II Cor. 8:8,
THERE 1S JOY IN STEWARDSHIP. [T IS ONE OF
MANY JOYS IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. THE JoOY

OF THE SCRIPTURES, THE JOY OF SOUL WINNING,
THE JOY OF STEWARDSHIP. (PHIL. 4:19)
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" I 1, T T En
II EORINTHIANS fH:I-Eg

THE COVER OF THE CURRENT ISSUE OF NEWSWEEK
AGAZINE CARRIES THE PICTURE OF EARTH ENGULFED
BY NUCLEAR EXPLOSION., THE TJTLE OF THE PICTURE
15: ' . UIANY MODERN MEN
ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED THAT THE HUMAN RACE 1?
STANDING ON THE THRESHOLD OF ARMAGEDDQY. |HOSE
WHO SEEM TO BE MOST CONCERNED ARE SCIENTLSIS
INSTEAD OF;LugggggéﬁgﬁiF SUCH A WAR, IF IT
SHOULD COME WOULD OUR PLANET AND EVEN
THE WINNER OF SUCH UNTHINKABLE HORROR WOULD
HAVE A_HOLIOW VICTORY BECAUSE THE.COST OF

HUMAN LIFE AND RESOURCES STAGGERS THE IMAGI-
NATION OF MEN, OUR PASSAGE TODAY SPEAKS OF
ANOTHER KIND OF WAR, NAMELY, AN INVISIBLE WAR
THAT BEGAN BEFORE , BUT HAD ITS EARTHLY
BEGINNING THERE AND CONTINUES TODAY IN WHAT

™ %R. GAEBELEIN CALLED THE ,CONELICT QF THE AGES.

R, WIERSBE HAS WELL SAID: THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
IS A BATTLEGROUND AND NOT A PLAYGROUND. I|HE
WILL FIND HIMSELF SOON IN CONFLICT
IN THIS WAR AND HE SHOULD BE ADVISED OF THE
NATURE OF THE WAR, WHAT HE SHOULD WEAR, HIS
ENEMY, PRQTECTION AND THE ULTIMATE OUTCOME.,
ST INTERESTING ~RREROSIILANS IN
o ERSE O IN THE FLESH" - IS A REFERENCE TO

3 AN BODY BR THE NDITION IN WHICH
$TALL MEN LIVE. AUL IS REFERRING THE FACT

THAT HE AND THE CORINTHIANS WERE~HUMAN-BEINGS,
WITH HUMAN BODIES, IN A HUMAN CONDITLON, IN A

«-HUMAN_ENVIRONMENT. [HE SECOND PHRASE "AFTER
THE FLESH - THIS IS A REFERENCE TO MAN'S
HUMAN NA OR THE LEVEL OF LIFE, [T
I

!

HAT PART OF MAN'S NATURE T
GEEQSL$LQ¥ TO EVERYTHING THAT IS SPIRITUAL IN
NATURE ! HE FLESH IN A PERSON IS THAT «SELELSH

)

G6B—ﬁNB—+N-tﬂNTRﬁST“ﬁH1TTTH%¥F4§HLIE§JR£S_MAN*
10 _Bbw IS MAN'S*HUMAN_NAITRE WITYH
SIN-S. D OVER THAT NATURE. N OTHER
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WORDS, THE FLESH STANDS FOR MAN'S HUMAN
NATURE WITH ALL OF ITS SIN AND IS WHAT

@ MAN IS APART FROM THE OF GOD AND THE
INDWELLING CHRIST, SAYS: "“THE
[ESSENCE_OF THE FLESH 1S, No ARMY CAN

TNVADE A COUNTRY FROM THE SEA UNLESS IT CAN
OBTAIN -A-BRIDGE _HEAD, TEMPTATION WOULD BE
POWERLESS TO AFFECT MEN, UNLESS THERE WAS
SOMETHING ALREADY IN MAN TO RESPOND TO
TEMPTATION., SIN COULD GAIN NO FOOTHOD IN

A MAN S MIND AND HEART AND SOUL AND LIFE UNLESS
THERE WAS_ AbkaleNELLY WHO WAS
WILLING TO OPEN THE DOOR TO SIN.

| IS EXACTLY THE_BRIDGE D TO WHICH SIN INVADES
T:I:QQSE HUMAN PERSONALITY.J] THE TERM WARFARE IS
*NOT THE WORD FOR A SINGLE BATTILE OR ENCOUNTER

QEQL, BUT FOR AN ENTIRE CAMPAIGN., |HE BELIEVER IS
ENGAGED IN A WAR THAT IS UNLIKE ANY OTHER KIND
OF CONFLICT., [T IS NOT LIKE A PRIZE FIGHT

™  WHERE ONE OPPONENT BATTERS ANOTHER, IT IS NOT
LIKE A MILITARY BATTLE FOUGHT WITH BOATS, BOMBS
AND BULLETS, BUT IT IS A WAR NEVERTHELESS, A

WAR OF THE SOUL: UNDERSTOOD THIS
IRITUAL TRUTH WHEN HE WROTE “AR.
T WAS THE CLASSIC STORY OF A CITY

WITH THE DEFENDING TROOPS AND AN
INV, R SEEKING TO DEEEAT AND DESIRQY
THE CITY, IT 1S IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE THAT

s S AND THE ENEMY OF
> KING—L0 .
SL HILLIPS : 1s AS FoLLows: "“Our
————\FIGHT IS N ANY PHYSICAL_ENEMY: IT
r J1s AGAINST ORGANIZAFLONS AND POWERS THAT ARE
SPIRTIUAL., WE ARE UP AGAINST THE UNSEEN POWER

THAT CONFROLS-THIS DARK-WORWLD, AND SPIRITUAL
~» |AGENTS FROM THE VERY-HEADQUARTERS OQF EVIL.
THEREFORE YOU MUST WEAR THE WHOLE ARMOR OF

GOD THAT YOU MAY BE ABLE TO RESIST EVIL IN

ITS DAY OF POWER, AND THAT EVEN WHEN YOU HAVE
FOUGHT TO A STANDSTILL YOU MAY STILL STAND
YOUR GROUND. N OTHER WORDS, THE CHRISTIAN'S
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CONFLICT IS NOT AGAINST PHYSICAL ENEMIES,

BUT THE_E§LL.RuLERs OF THE UNSEEN-SPIRITUAL~
WORLD. OR OATAN-S_EMISSARLES WHO SEEK TO -OBBOSE

GOD, THE GOSREL AND EVERY BELIEVER ON THE FACE
OF THE EARTH! THE WEAPONS IN THIS CONFLICT
ARE NOT WEAPONS OF THE FLESH. HE WEAPONS
NORMAL _MEN WOULD USE IN DEALING WITH CONFLICT
SCLEVERNESS ,

ARE BRILLIANCF, INTELLIGENCE,
HYPOCRISY., -HUMAN GIFTSwSKILLS. AND ABILITIES,
PHYSICAL STRENGIH, THE ABILITY TO PERSUARE
ORmELATTER OR CWANGE_MEN.'S MINDS BY EVERY
LE PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL PERSUASION,
qggggg;grw HIS FIRST ATTEMPT TO RESCUE THE
EN OF [SRAEL RESORTED TO MURDER AND
PHYSICAL FORCE TO RESCUE [SRAEL. [HAT UTTERLY
BUT HE WAS SUCCESSFUL WHEN HE RESORTED
0 BOD’S POWER AND DIRECTION, IHE DELIVERANCE
OF THE CHILDREN OF [SRAEL OUT OF EGYPT WAS
NOTHING SHORT OF OR LENGTH THAN MIRACULOUS
IN NATURE! THE WEAPONS OF BELIEVER ARE
ICALLY TWQ IN NATURE: ~IH£=HQBD.%E=%ﬁE
(Egi—jiﬂﬁﬁiR. ‘AND IN YOUR HAND THE SWORD
SPIRIT, THE WORD OF GOD. PRAY AT ALL TIMES
WITH EVERY KIND OF SPIRITUAL PRAYER, KEEPING
ALERT AND PERSISTANT AS YOU _PRAY FOR ALL

CHRIST'S MEN AND WOMEN."” (EPH, 6:1/7-18 PHILLIPS
TRANSLATION)

!
HE PERSON WHO LED HIM TO EHRIST FROM_AL L

UTNARD_AEEEARANEES WAS NOT THE KIND OF PERSON
. EXPLAIN.) THE IMAGERY OF

THIS VERS§ IS THAT OF PULLING DOWN WALLS.
THE WORD “IMAGINATIONS” AND THE WORD THOUGHT
- R_THAT THIS BATTLE IS WAGED

,=iﬂa‘l [T 1s TO TH
NE-BOSPEL 1S DIRECTED. Hﬂ?L%ORD

.ﬁEEEMIAﬂQﬁ LITERALLY_MEANS TO CHANGE THE MIND,
CCORDING TO ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ-”“”“ ~AN ACT OF INTELLIGENT

OR SPIRITUAL ON™THE PART OF THE
BELIEVER IS Tg PRESENT HIS BODY A LIVING
SACRIFICE TO uOD, AND NOT LET THE WORLD
SQUEEZE US INTO ITS MOLD AND THE WAY WE DO
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THIS IS BY THE RENEWING.OF. OUR. MINDS. OR

LITERALLY "LET Gen,ni.uegiitdauuLJﬂLﬁDS FROM
WITHIN®. THAT IN TURN ENABLES THE BELIEVER

TO PRACTICE OR TO PURSUE THE PLAN 30D HAS
FOR EVERY BELIEVER TOWARD SPIRITUAL MATURITY,
WlE ARE REMINDED OF THE DEGENERATED RACE OF
MEN PRIOR TO THE FLOOD. _ [HAT_RACE HAD LOST
FHE—KNOWLEDGE OF (00D TO SUCH AN EXTENT _THAT

FHEFR—TOTAL—PHILOSORPHY IN LIFE WAS TOWARD

£Vdiv [HEIR THINKING WAS SO CORRUPTED THAT

n

MoSES SAID:

ONT INUALLY,"”
= e e MN) q

N, HOSTILITY AND IN QBROSITIQN TO
i

‘ SPEAKS EN 2 s g
ON AND DESIREWIO_CDNIRgL_HlSTQHN
THSNO INTERFERENCE FROM T WAS
: AND IT IS JHE PHILOSOPHY

Lo
=M OUTSIDE OF CHRIST. |HE GOAL OF
S TO BRING HIS ENTIRE LIFE

EMYERY-"CHRISTIAN. ]
I INTO CAPTIVITY T0
CHREST, INSTEAD OF ERECTING INTELLECTUAL™-
= . AND NGe-—EH 0SOPH 0
D _THE BELIEVER SEEKS TO KNOW
GOD—AND-TO_LIVE HIS LIFE ACCORDING-TO-GOD 5™
REVEALED REVELATION IN THE BIBLE. IN OTHER
WORDS, ALL OF MAN'S HOSTILE REBELLION AGAINST
CHRIST BECOME HIS PRISONER IN THE CAMP
UNDER
HIS IS
CTU
ERE IS OF A MILITARY FORCE TAKING OR CAPTURING
A CITY OR STRONGHOLD AND LEADING ITS CAPTIVES
UT OF THAT STRONGHOLD INTO A NEW FORTRESS,
AMELY-— T, [|HERE THE CAPTIVE IS COMPLETELY
HANGED- AND- CONTINUES—FO—JIVE-A LIFE THAT IS
OTALLY. DIEEERENT FROM THE ONE HE LIVED IN HIS

DLD ENVIRONMENT.

A
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IT. THE CRITICS - vs, 7-

AFTER PAuL LEFT CORINTH, A GROUP OF FALSE
TEACHERS IN¥ADED THE CHURCH AND BEGAN SPREADING
LIES ABOUT PAUL. THEY SAID THAT PAUL'S LETTERS
WERE_STRONG—AND_POWEREUL , BUT HIS PHYSICAL
RRESENGE—_EFT A GREAT DEAL TO BE DES]RED!

IN OTHER WORDS, THEY—EGSKEB-BOWN-ON PAUL BECAUSE

HE WASJﬂﬂﬁﬂi%HLi_ﬂEAK.AND FRANKLY-—NOT-_MUCH,
IO 100K AT. HISTORY RECORDS THAT PAUL’S
PHYSICAL CE WAS NOT VERY FLATTERING,

[T™TS SAID THAT HE WAS A MAN OF_SMAL| STATURE,
THIN HAIR, CROOKED LFGS WITH HEAVY EYEBROWS
THAT_SEEMED _TO MEET _AND A HOQOKED NOSE = NOT
A VERY IMPRES RICTURE OF AN APOSTLE OF
L1 kE€ISRAEL
. ORINTHIANS PUT A GREAT DEAL OF
EMPHASIS ON LQUTWARD APPEARANCE , STRENGTH AND
BEAUTY. INSTEAD OF AN EMPHASIS UPQN—SRIRITUAL
: B HRISTIAN
MINLSTRY! [T IS DIFFICULT FOR US TO IMAGINE
ANYONE CRITICIZING THE AposTLE PauL! HOWEVER,
ANY CHRISTIAN OR CHURCH THAT EMPHASIS ANYTHING
OTHER THAN THE PURE, UNMIXED WORD OF 30D AS
ITS PRIMARY THRUST HAS MISSED THE HEART AND
SOUL OF THE CHRISTIAN MESSAGE AND CHRISTIAN

HRIST! WHEN THEY SOUGHT A KING,

LIVING, [HE PROBLEM AT CORINTH HAD ALWAYS
BEEN A P " CULT AS REFLECTED IN
CHAPTER 3,

I1I. TH NGE - v -1«

THE FALSE TEACHERS AT CORINTH WERE COMPARING
THEMSELVES WITH THEMSELVES AND COMING OUT

WITH HIGHT MARKS! SOMEONE HAS SAID THEY
SPONSORED AND ATTENDED THEIR OWN TESTIMONIAL
DINNER AND HAD NOTHING BUT GREAT THINGS TO

SAY ABOUT THEMSELVES! SIMPLY STATED, THEIRS
WAS THE WRONG STANDARD OF MEASUREMENT. BARCLAY
GIVES THE ILLUSTRATION OF A PERSON WHO MAY
THINK HIMSELF A—-GREAT PIANIST UNTIL HE COMES
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INTO CONTACT WITH A GREAT CONCERT PIANIST
AND THEN OPINIO E. A MAN MAY
THINK HIMSELF A GOOD TIL HE COMPARES
HIMSELF TO A HOGAN, JONES OR NICHOLAS, THE
POINT IS_QUR STANDARD OF MEASUREMENS 1S JESUS
RIST, ®[WE-SUPERINTENDENT OF A CERTAIN

FACTORY WOULD TAKE HIS PLACE EVERY NOON AT
A WINDOW LOOﬁING OUT ACROSS THE STREET AT

. HE HELD THE CORD TO THE FACTORY
WHISTLE IN HIS HAND. WHEN THE HANDS OF THE
LOCK IN THE TOWER AT CITY HALL WERE EXACTLY
N 12 HE WOULD PULL THE CORD AND THE WHISTLE
OULD PROCLAIM THE NOON HOUR TO FACTORY WORKERS
THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE CITY., JANE DAY THE SUPER-
INTENDENT DECIDED TO CHECK THE ACCURACY OF THE
CLOCK, HE TELEPHONED .LCITY HALL AND ASKED IKRE

SPEAK TO THE MAN IN-GRARGE-QE_THE ClOCK.,
YOU_SURE-YOUR CLOCK iEEﬁE%%%%?Rlﬁﬂl" QUESTIONED
THE SUPERINTENDENT. , WAS THE_REPLY
BECAUSE | CHECK IT EVERY DAY WITH THEJHE%§

ET,
INSTEAD OF BOASTING ABOUT THEMSELVES AUL
CHALLENGED THE CORINTHIANS TO PREACH THE GOSPEL
IN DISTRICTS_OR REGIONS WHERE THE GOSPEL WAS
NOT KNOWN. THIS WAS THE OFFENSIVE STRATEGY
OF THE CHRISTIAN WARFARE. [IHE REGIONS
HAS BECOME THE BATTILE CRY OF CHRISTIAN

MISSIONS. [T WA WHO SPOKE
OF THE SMOKE OF A THOUSAND S WHERE

THE NAME OF CHRIST WAS NOT KNOWN, SOMEONE HAS
SAID THAT WAS HAUNTED BY THE REGIONS
BEYOND, ED

«~AF—THE _DOCK, BUT THAT HF WISHED TO BOARD HER

EVERY RAN S_AND EVERY ROAD TO
o IN THE OMA EMPIRE WAS A CHALLENGE
TO PAUL TO TAKE THE GOSPEL TO THE REGIONS
BEYOND, HIS LOVE FOR CHRIST AND THE SIGHT OF
COUNTLESS MILLIONS MARCHING TOWARD A CHRISTLESS

GRAVE HéQNIEDLPAUL TILL NERRO KILLED HIM IN
ROME, "SOMEONE HAS WELL SAID THE CALL OF THE

CHRISTIAN IS FROM THE - AcTs
6:9, FROM THE REGIONS BELOW - LUKE 16:24

’%V 74_/,(’
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AND FROM THE REGIONS WITHIN - II Cor., 5:14

(RECENTLY THE FOLLOWING STORY CAME TO MY
,—\"6IIENTION. A BIBLE TEACHER
A GENERATION AGO ORY OF A-BUSY

SHRGEON WHO PROFESSED TO BE N, He

HAD ONE DAUGHTER NAMED-SLII& WHOM HE LOVED
DEARLY AND SELFISHLY. NE DAY THE DAUGHTER
TOLD HER FATHER_OF HER BURNING DESIRE TO GO
T0 QuINA. THE DR, FORBADE HER FROM MAKING
SUCH A DECISION AND SAID QUITE SIMPLY THAT

. TFINALLY THE
GIRL GAVE UP ALL PLANS TO GO TO THE FOREIGN
FIELD, MA AND HAD TWO -€H¥tDREN, DR,

E él

TUCKER TH BLE TEACHER LIVED TO
. AFTER SEVERAEEégﬁggslT
WAS LEARNED THAT HE COULD NO LONGER PRACTICE

SURGERY BECAUSE OF THE CONDITION OF HIS S,
AFTER AN OPERATION OR SO ON HIS EYES THE ﬁ ,

™  LEARNED THAT HE wOULu_Eﬂiﬁkhﬁ:Egéﬂﬂ-NllﬂlN
A-FEW-MONFHE+ HE SENT FOR HIS BELOVED KITTY

AND GRANDCHILDREN TO COME TO HIS HOUSE AND

AS BLINDNESS WAS NEAR HE FORMED A MENTAL
PICTURE OF HIS FAMILY HE LOVED SO DEAR, IT
WAS A_SAD AND DIFFICULT MEETING, 'lONTHS LATER
LEON TUCKER HAD LUNCH WITH THE DR. AT WHICH

TIME THE SURGEON ASKED: ‘Dol THINK Gop
LS RETRIBUTIVE IN HIS PeekinGS WITH MAN

UCKER REPI IED NO HE-DID-NOFBEHHEVE-SO, [HE
R: WASeNOT-SO—SURE—BECAUSE HE WAS NOW HAUNTED
BY THE WORDS OF HIS GWN-—MeY®H WHEN HE HAD
HIS DAUGHTER

H-S—S o HF—AND—FOR—TFHAT-REASON_THE _SURGEQON

BELHEVED—FHAT—HES—S TG HF—HAD—BEEN—FAKEN _ERQOM
M7 HE ENCOURAGED DR. TUCKER TO WARN _PARENIS
ABOUT METTLING IN THE LIVES OF THEIR CHILDREN,
ESPECIALLY CHILDREN WHO FEEL CALLED TO [0D'S

SERVICE, ) thah




ROBERT K. SPRADLING May 2, 1982
AM,

el \2
" T QASTING” J
— [T CorRINTHIANS 11:1-33 :{jb,:;lg

MoST OF US WERE TAUGHT THAT IS NOT NICE TO

BRAG, |F THERE IS ANY BRAGGING TO BE DONE,

LET SOMEONE ELSE DO IT. HOWEVER, WE DO UNDER-

STAND AND EVEN CHUCKLE AT CERTAIN KINDS OF
~COMMERCIAL-BRAGGING, FOR EXAMPLE, WE SMILE

AT THE SIGN IN FRONT EF AN ATLANTA RESTAURANT

WHICH SAID: IF THE COLONEL HAD OUR CHICKEN

RECIPE HE'D BE A GENERAL.," —IHE_YOUNGER
~GENERATIQN UNDERSTANDS AND SMILES WHEN THE,OQLDER

_?ENEBAILQu_ﬁaﬂﬁs ABOUT ..THE_GOOD OLD DAXS.
|IHIS 1S [LLUSTRATED BY THE STORY OF THE PREACHER

WHO WHILE WALKING ALONG THE STREET SAW A CROWD
OF BOYS SURROUNDING A DOG, WHEN HE ASKED
WHAT THEY WERE DOING THEY REPLIED THAT EACH
™ |FELLOW WAS TELLING THE BIGGEST LIE HE COULD
THINK OF AND THE FELLOW WHO TOLD THE BIGGEST
L,IE WOULD WIN THE DOG. THE PASTOR SAID:

My, My, My, wieEN I_wAs A Boy LIKE you |

NEVER TOLD A LIE! THERE WAS MOMENT'S SILENCE
AND THEN ONE OF THE BOYS SAID: “HERE, YOU

A R() A i\
HE ASKED THE CORINTHIANS TO BE
WITH HIM OR BEAR.WLIH HIM WHILE HE
TALKED LIKE A FOOL, INHE MENLIONS
WORD BOASTING AS HE DO " VERSE ND
S WHO CREPE INTO THE
CHURCH AT CORINTH HAD RIDICULED PAUL'S APPEAR-
ANCE AND HIE ABILITY TO PREACH, THEY HAD
QUESTIONED PAUL'S CREDENTIALS AND HIS.AUTHORLTY
~» AS AN APOSTLE, RccoRﬁING TO THEM, PAUL WAS

A KIND OF .LILNER%NI_EREAQHEBAEQ;
Eéﬁ§ T0 LEAD GOD'S PEOPLE, |HEeGULLIBLE

WERE SWAL|OWING THAT
LIE...dn.nu§ AT CQRINTH CAME TO PAUL'S
L DEEENSE SO INSTEAD OF LETTING THE EORINTHIAN

N
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CHURCH SLIDE_INTO THE CAMP OF FALSE TEACHERS
BY DEFAULT, PAUL SOUGHT TQ_CQNM&NQE THE
CORINTHIANS THAT HE WAS INDEED UWOD S TRUE
MESSENGER, JHE_CORINTHIANS WER READY

LISTEN = AIMED AND..SI REDITE

.EALSE.JJuuuﬂﬂﬂi: BUT WER .jﬂme AND RELUNCIANT

ALLL

THESE NEW TEACHER :
CREDENTIALS AND ACCOMR=ESHMENTS, AUL WOULD

USELIHAT _VERY TACTIC TO SHOW THE UTTER FQLLY
OF SUCH MEN AND P EDURES, [N THIS CHAPTER,
THERE ARE FOUR IDEAS OR SUBJECTS WHICH FAUL

TOUCHES UPON CONCERNING BOASTING, |HE WORDS

ARE JEALOUSY, GENEROSITY, HERESY, AND ADVERSITY.
I. A RIGHT KIND OF JEALOUSY - vs, 2-4
|/HEN You AND | THINK OF JEALOUSY WE ARE REMINDED
M OF T , THARMICIOUS VICE
O g v v el TP
.. SOULS OF MEN. IT SPEAKS OF.SELEISHNESS AND

RESENIMENT RESULTING IN H RM TO +&WU¢LﬁHﬂaELLDN
=>&d2S. AND YET, WHEN ONE S THE OLD TESTAMENT

IT SPEAKS,OF GOD AS_A.QEALQUS on THE QUESTION
ARISES: “How CAN JEALOUSY ‘UE WITH

GOD AND A VICE WITH MEN BACKER BVIOUSLY
THERE ARE_*uefﬁéﬂﬁﬁ_nﬁ_dEALﬂuﬁﬂ- ONE A VICE
THE OTHER . WE HAVE SPOKEN OF THE
VICE, BUT T IR'%_L?-I-HALZEAL_IQ_EEQ[EGT
_A_mw% . 1T 1S BEST ILLUSTRATED

BY MARRIED PEOPL

OR EXAMPLE,
~» TRUE JEALOUSY IS THAT DESIRE OF A LOVED ONE
TO PROTECT A MARRIAGE FROM AN ADULTERER BECAUSE

LAS PACKER HAS WELL SAID: "THE-EXGLHSLMENE?S
. E,” IN

"THE OLD TESTAMENT WITH |SRAEL

WAS IN_A_MARRIAGE CONTEXT CARRYING WITH IT THE
REQUIREMENTS OF_LOVE, LOYALTY AND FIDELITY.

N
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S WAS CONSIDERED..A !IO%ATION
OF THAT, AND IT WAS CONSIDERE L

AND PROVOKED GOD TO JEALOUSY AND
CORRECTIVE ACTION, CFAUD) SPOKE OF HIS RELATION-

SHIP TO THE CORINTHIAN A PERSON WHO_INTRO-
DUCES TWOQ PEOPIE TO EACH E%EEE:EHE:AEIEB THE

TY IS {"('\!\._IFE_R_&E_D
NGTHENED WI
. NS A MATTER OF FACT,
IN THE , THE FRIENDS OF THE
BRIDEGROOM ACTED AS LIAISON? BETWEEN THE
RIDE AND THE BRIDEGROOM, [N THIS PASSAGE,
PAUL USED T, TO SHOW
THAT THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH WAS PART OF THE
BRIDE OF CHRIST, HE WAS THE HEAVENLY BRIDEGROOM
AND PAUL WAS CONCERNED FOR THE «GHASLLLY-QF
. HE FELT IT WAS HIS RESPONSIBILITY
0 GUARANTEE THE RURLILY AND=ELINESS OF THE

ORINTHIAN CHURCH UNTI& THE CHURCH MET THE

HEAVENLY BRIDEGROOM, H

,iggEEéE§. iHIS CONTEXT WOULD INDICATE THAT
EVIATIQON FROM CORRECT DO IS A

KIND OR_SPIRITUAL _SEDUCTION: IS IN

THE BUSINESS OF DECEIVING g JUST LIKE
HE DECEIVED EVE IN THE GARDEN oF EDEN! THE
USAGE OF THE TERM_ANQTHER IN VERSE 4 REFLECTS

HE DANGER THAT EXISTED AT COR

RONSIDE UNDEﬁSCORES TH§ WORD
IN VERSE E SAYS: 'GOD'S TRUTH IS ALWAYS

IGHT ON THE VERY SURFACE OF His woRrD,"”

/HEN PEOPLE ENTER INTO LONG ARGUMENTS AND
DISCOURSES TO SUPPORT A SYSTEM IT 1S USUALLY
AN ATTEMPT TO TURN PEOPLE AWAY FROM THE
SIMPLICITY OF GOD'S WORD, S0, THERE IS A
JEALQUSY THA¥ IS RIGHT, CORRECT, COMMENDABLE
AND GODLY. _IT WAS THAT KIND OF "GoDLY JEAL-
ousv THAT PAUL HAD FOR THE CHURCH AT CORINTH.
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[I. A REMINDER OF GENEROSITY - verses 7-Q

~  WHEN PAuL MINISTERED AT CORINTH, HE DID SO
| + HE ACCEPTED JQ,

ONTRIBUTIONS OF ;

MINISTERED THERE AND ORINTHIANS

~—NOTHING! HE sPOKE oF CR

[N ORDER TO PRQVIDE HIS MINTSTRY TO THE

CORINTHIANS—-lNSIEAD.QE_EELNQ—EBAIEEUL: THE

CORINTHIANS WERE LAGSRAVATED AND.ANNOYED BY
THIS FACT, IN GREEK CULTURE, IT WAS BENEATH
A MAN'S DIGNITY, THAT IS'AEEROFESSIO A s
DIGNITY, TO ITH HIS HANDS, FOR EXAMPLE,
FOR PAUL THE TO WORK MAKING TENTS WAS

ITY. =+N—FHE-GREEK WORLD,
TEACHERS WERE SUPPOSED TO MAKE MONEY FROM
IHE+R—$EAGH4NG. EVERY CITY COULD GRANT-TFAX
A CERTAIN NUMBER OF TEACHERS
EACH YEAR., PAUL'S REFUSAL TO ENTER_INTO
@™  THIS KIND OF PROGRAM CONCERNED THE CORINTHIANS,
bl SeROLNTLOELLEW WAS THAT BY NOT ACCEPTING
FUNDS FROM THEM, HE COULD
NECESSARY.llLT!
T RUTH-OFE 00D WHTEH—TFHE-CORINTHIANS NEEDE
.T0 HEAR. ALso, PAUL WANTED NO PERSON TO POINT
A FINGER AT HIM SUGGESTING THAT HE WAS _ T E

ROM Iﬂﬂ EORIN;EEANS IEIE EEULD NOT BE SAID
THE FALSE CHERS THERE, APPARENTLY,

T WAS AS TRUE THEN AS IT IS NOW ANYTHING

AT WAS GIVEN AWAY IS OFTEN
WE_HAVE DISCOVERED THAT IE THE DISTRIBUTION
\

F BIBLES WITH CHILDREN, EN A NOMINAL FEE
S BETTER THAN NOTHING AT ALL,)

@ Il OGNITION OF HERESY - vs. 13-15
FROM THESE VERSES WE LEARN Two STngj

MPERING

AND SUPRISING FACTS ABO
OMETIM
PREACHES_FROM THE PULPIT. NOTICE THE PHRASE'

N
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“H1s MINISTERS” - THESE ARE THE MINISTERS_OF

SATAN WHO AS_PREACHERS OF TRUTH,
~ [HEY ARE UNTERFEITS. AS YOU KNOW,

A COUNTERFEIT IS A GREAT DEALJEL&F THE REAL

THING AND NOT A GREAT DEAL -UNLIKE I SATAN

IS A WISE STRATEGIST AND HE KNOWS THE MOST
EFFECTIVE PLACE TO
LS _FROM THE PULPIT. IHE LORD WARNED HIs

FOLLOWERS TO BEWARE OF S WHO
CAME TO THEM J T INWARDLY
THEY WERE RAVENING WOLVES, HE WORD RAVENING

MEANS GREEDY. I[N OTHER WORD? ONE DOE§1
JUDGE TRUTH BY APPEARANCE. IN BIBLICA

FACT THAT A MAN WORE A S DRESS ?
NOT MEAN IN FACT THA ' HESE
VERSES SHOULD AWAKEN WOD S PEOPLE TO THE FACT

R HOQOFS AND A PITCH-
BUT HE MORE OFTEN COMES IN KINDL
MS,

BUT HIS MESSAGE LS~DEVOID OE GRACE AND THE BLO

SATAN'S MESSAGE IS ALWAYS ONE OF DE HUMAN

—BLEUIEOUSIES s [N CONTRAST 10
HTEQLIS) QR SALVATION., NDENCY

QFLHRISTIANISY [N _SUPERFICIAL DRESS

C CONVERSION HAS BEEN A PROBLEM
AS MUCH AS IN THIS COUNTRY.
U ONE PAR-
TO DETERMINE_THE
S PROFESSION., [|HE

TICULAR DREW UP
GENUINENESS OF
STS_WERE AS FOLLOWS:
; Do_you kNow IF You ARE SAVED? (IF NoT,
WHY NOT?)
o ARE_YOU GROWING IN GRACE THROUGH THE
STUDY OF THE WORD OE_(0D, PRAYER AND FELLOWSHIP
WITH THE SAINTS? e
Do YOou HAVE A DESIRE TO GET THE GOSPEL
TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH AND TO SHARE YOUR
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FAITH WITH OTHER PEOPLE? FAILURE OF THIS
TEST WOULD INDICATE THE UNREALITY OF A
PROFESSED FAITH THAT WAS NOT PRACTICED.

IV, 160 ADV - 3-33

e e el
0 AUL SAID THAT HIS
CREDENTIALS FOR THE /-\POSTLESHIP WERE HIS.
(RELATE STORY OF A MAN'S DREAM AND HIS CONV
SATION IN_HEAVEN WHEN PAUL ASKED TO SEE HIS
SCARS.,) IF THEY ARE REALLY MINISTERS OF
CHRIST AS THEY CLAIM, WHERE IS THE_PRACTICAL
«=EVIDENCE OF THEIR SACRIFICIAL CONTRIBUTION
TO THE WORK OF CHRIST. PAUL WAS.A STRONG
ADVOCATE IN THE PRINCIPLE THAT@ WE DO
,  WHEN ONE READS THIS
D AND SUFFERINGS IT IS NO
N-IARK GOT SCARED AND RETURNED
~» HOME ON ONE OF PAUL"S EARBY MISSIONARY JOURNEYS!
| AM OF THE OPINION THAT PAUL WOULD NEVER HAD
MENTIONED MANY OF THESE HARDSHIPS HAD HE NOT
BEEN DEFENDING THE GOSPEL AGAINST FALSE TEACHING.
HE 1S NOT MENTIONING THESE-DIFFICULTIES TO
EXACT SYMPATHY AND APPROVAL FROM MEN, BUT RATHER

P HIP., IN_THIS LIST HE
MENTIONS P . THE STRIPES REFER
TO SCOURAGING., HE ALSO MENTIONS ROMAN PUNISH-

MENT. |HE TERM RODS SPEAKS TO THE EQUIPMENT
OF MAGISTRATES WHO USED SUCH TO PUNISH GUILTY -
CRIMINALS, IT IS ASTONISHING TO READ THIS
VERSE IN THE LIGHT OF THE FACT THAT UNDER
Q%ME_IQWRUNLSH,ORﬂBEAT

_AUquﬁS_A— CITIZEN,
OWEVER, ON OCCASION WHEN FAUL ENCOUNTERED A

VIOLENT MOB OF ROMAN CITIZENS AND OFFICIALS

™, THEY DID NOT STOP TO ASK OF HIS CITIZENSHIP,
. THEY WERE ONLY INTERESTED IN AEBERSREING (/~7Y ik
PUNISHMENT, _PAUL MENTIONS HIS DANGERS IN
TRAVELING, NAVIGATION BY SEA WAS DANGEROUS AND
PERILOUS., ATTHOUGH, SOME BELIEVED THE SEA
WAS SAFER THAN THE ROADS IN AULEJ DAY .—IRAVEL
WAS SLOW.AND ONLY THE WEALTHY COULD AFFORD

N B .
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GOOD HORSES AND CARRIAGES. [ VELERS
HAD JO WALK OR RIDE DONKEYS OR MULES, NELY
o OADS AND MOUNTAIN P

BLE
. RESTAURANTS -OR-HOTELS-TO SO0TH-AND-COMEQRT
FHE-WEARY—TRAVELER, HE HAD TE DEPEND LARGELY
ON THE HOSPITALITY OF FELLOW LHRISTIANS ALONG
THE WAY, I[N TIMES OF MENTAL, - L

EXHAUSILQN DESTITUTE ES
“AUL_CONTINUED-TQ THE ENDS QF THE EARTH

. HE PROVED HIS
DEDICATION TO THE GOSPEL BY HIS_SACRIFICE
AND SUFFERING Fo§ THE GOSPEL., IT IS THE
LTIMATE TEST. [0 CONCLUDE THIS LONG LIS
AUL ADDS THE SARE-OQE
THOSE WHO HAVE SHARED qucn RESPONSIBILITY
UNDERSTAND. _HOW-—HEAVY._THAT BURDEN AND
RESPONSIBILITY CAN BE, oRFRIFUAL-BALILES ARE

ALwAIS_MDREﬂDLEELCULI_FEEN:EHYEIEEE ONES.
N HE BURDEN OF .EEEDING.0OD'S F10OCK, DEFENDING

6NLY

THEM AGAINST SATFANIC_ATTACKS, INSTRUCTING
AND PRAYING FOR NEW BELIEVERS HA

COULD NOT AND WOULD NOT LET THE @WOQLVES DEVOUR
THE SHEEP OF (GOD, _HIS ULTIMATE WEAPON WAS
THE WORD OF Gop, THE CLOSING VERSE OF THIS
CHAPTER AROUSES INTEREST. APPARENTLY THERE
WAS SOMETHING VERY SIGNIFICANT ABOUT THE FACT
THAT THIS DISTINGUISHED TEACHER HAD TO BE
WHISKED OUT OF DAMASCUS_LIKE A FUGITIVE INSTEAD
OF FACING THE MOB EYE TO EYE AS WAS HIS DESTRE
IN LIFE, EVEN THIS HE WAS WILLING TO DO IF

. .17 ADDED TO THE FURTHERANCE OF THE GOSPEL,

' ) (As WE HAVE VISITED wqxuhuuéﬁuuﬂAaiss-eN—$H

CHRIST. ELATE THE PROLONGED -SICKNESS OF
THE IN So. Mexico, —( AND
THE OF HIS SON IN BRAZ& . ERSON
|AND THE LOSS OF HIS SON IN KOREA:

N
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AND THE LOSS OF EVERYTHING
ANB, THE SCHOOLING

PROBLEMS IN GAMBIA - T TURNNQF THEIR
HILDREN To THE UNITED STATES. Dick

AIIHENS SAME PROBLEM IN BRAZIL. HERE IS
A PRICE TO PAY TO SERVE CHRIST, gﬁﬂl - MOST
AUL WAS

ARE SIMPLY UNWILLING TO PAY IT.
WILLING,
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"GRACE ENOUGH"
II CorINTHIANS 12:1-10

THE WORD GRACE APPEARS SIX TIMES IN”}HE FOUR
STANZA IN THE HYMN G 4 ; WAS GRACE
THAT TAUGHT MY HEART TO FEAR AND GRACE MY
FEARS RELIEVED, HOW PRECIOUS DID THAT GRACE
APPEAR THE HOUR | FIRST BELIEVED, [HROUGH
MANY DANGERS, TOILS AND SNARES, | HAVE ALREADY
COME; TIS GRACE HATH BROUGHT ME SAFE THUS FAR,
ND GRACE WILL LEAD_ME HOME. IBLE SPEAKS
OF GRACE TO - EPH, 2:3-0, GRACE TO BE
WSIRONG - Il TIM, 2:1: "THOU THEREFQRE, MY SON,
BE STRONG IN THE GRACE THAT IS IN CHRIST JESus.”
GRACE TO_SING - “LET THE WORD OF CHRIST DWELL
IN YOU RICHLY IN ALL WISDOM; TEACHING AND AD-
MONISHING ONE ANOTHER IN PSALMS AND HYMNS AND
SPIRITUAL SONGS, NGI?G WITH GRACE_IN YOUR
@™ HEARTS TO THE LORD. CoL., 5:16) IN OUR TEXT
TODAY. THE WORD GRACE IS ATTACHED TO THE WORD
SUEFICIENCY. GOD'3 GRACE IS SUFFICIENT, AMPLE
AND ENOUGH FORQUR.EVERY. NEED. |HE PASSAGE
BEFORE US SUGGESTS THREE AREAS WHERE 30D'S
GRACE IS ENOUGH FOR THE BELIEVER'S NEED:

[. G F IE S E E - VERSES 1-6
THESE VERSES TAKE US' INTO EHE QEEPEST MOST

SECRET AND SACRED SIDE OF FAUL S SPIRITUAL
LIFE, 0 THOSE AT HEIR
=RELLGIOUS _EXPERIENCES, ~AUL RELATES AN INCIDEF

WHICH HAD HAPPENED TO HIMeEOQURTIEEN YEARS
PREVIOUSLY AND TO DATE HE HAD SAID _NOTHING
ABOUT IT., JHE MAN IS UNDOUBTEDLY PAUL HIMSELF,
[T INVOLVED BEING TAKEN TO A PLACE CA&LED
BOTH THE ;ﬁzaagaﬁaxzﬂ,éND HE WORD
PARADISE COMES FROM A PER$IAN WORD WHICH MEANS
A WALLED-GARDEN OR A RaxALigxaK. [T WAS USED
TO REFER TO A PLACE OF HARRINESS FOR THE
RIGHTOUS IN CONTRAST TO THE PLACE OF PUNISHMENT
FOR THE WICKED. JESUS USED THE SAME WORD WHEN
HE SPOKE TO THE THIEF ON HE CROSS AS A TERM OF

A A
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COMFORT TO A DYING MAN. (Luke 23-43) ONE
COMMENTATOR SUGGESTS THAT WHEN A
~ KING-WISHED TO CONFER'A ®PEGIAL—HONOR UPON

SOMEONE WHO WAS SPECIALLY NEAR AND DEAR TO
HIM HE MADE HIM A

SOMRAN.LON..OF—THE.GARDEN
AND GAVE HIM-RIGHTS. AND PRIVELIGES TO WALK

IN THE 0¥AL_ﬁﬁRDENS AS AN INTIMATE.COMPRANJIQN
OF T . PAUL, J TRUSTED AND TESTED

RVIRNT WAS GIVEN ASKRE AWHERE
AND WHEN THIS TOOK PLAC OC DID NOT
KNOW, THE THIRD HEAVE BODE OF (0D,

(1) CLouns -

(2) _SKY AND STARS ~3“f*%f1uﬁwi

(3. ABODE_ O Cont Crards

THERE ARE SOME I4& REE-FEATHRES ABOUT
THIS EXPERIENCE NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH IS
THAT_PA N T
FOR 14 Y;AR%. CAN YOU IMAGINE A SPEECHLESS
PREACHER! THIN

K OF THIS GREAT EXPERIENCE,
(™ ONE OF THE GREATEST IN PAUL'S LIFE AND HE

~GOULDN.TTALK ABOUT IT. !IHAT HE SA¥ DEFIED
HUMAN EXPERTENCE AND ' To THE
CORINTHIANS BHO GLORIED IN THEIRRELIGIOQUS

AUL COULD SPEAK WITH AUTHORITY

ABOUT THE KIND OF EXPERLENCE THEY COULD NOT

DUPLICATE OR FANTHOM, [HIS PASSAGE SHOULD
DEEACH SEVERAL THINGS. ABOUT--REEFECIOUSSEXD

S OF CHRIST, OTICE THAT PAU
IN WHAT HAD HAPPENDED TO HIM EVEN THOUGH
IT WAS LUNLQUF, PAUL DESIRED THAT HE BE

KNOWN FOR HIS GﬂSEEL.MLNﬁSIRX AND=—NQT HIS
RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCES, WE LIVE IN A'TIME

WHEN EXPERIENCES HAVE BECO
. o ’

ME PRIMARY. AND

= CARNALLY MIN

I D, T UT, TO BE
S WHICH

SOME FOLK SEEK,JFEIJHLIHQHT L
HINK ABOUT PAUL IN-JGDA¥YS

IF HE SPOKE OF HIS EXPERIENCE HE
WOULD HAVE BEEN ON SEVERAL _ SHOWS, HE
COULD HAVE SOLD_BOQKS AND GONE ON TOUR
FROM CITY TO CITY TELLING OF HIS INCREDIBLE

N >
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UNSPEAKABLE EXPERIENCE IN PARADISE. PLEASE
NOTICE HE DID NONE OF THESE THINGS WHICH

~. APPEAL TO THE F SOMETIMES FOLK ARE MORE
TAKEN UP WITH THEEEEESSiNQ THAN THE -BLESSER.,

( QUR EXPERIENCES WITH THE LORD ARE IMPORTANT

T THEY MAY BUT THE

ORD OF 50D RéHﬁ#ﬁ% “jﬁﬁﬁid,GRACE 1S ADEAUATE

TO PROVIDE THE BELIEVER WITH SPIRITUAL STABILITY

AND EQUILIBRIUM IN AN ATMOSPHERE THAT GLORIES
IN RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCES.

IT. GRACE FOR LIFE'S HAUDICAPS - vs. 7-3

THERE WERE DANGERS ATTACHED TO SUCH AN OVER-
WHELMING EXPERIENCE. PAUL COULD HAVE BEEN
RENDERED oSELESS IN CHRIST'S SERVICE IF HE
BECAME TOO PUFFED UP ABOUT HIS PARADLSE
ABVENTURE, FOR THAT REASON PAUL SAID: “LEST
| SHOULD BE EXHALTED ABQVE MEASURE” THAT SIMPLY
A MEANS IN ORDER TO KEEP PAUL FROM BEING QVER-
=ELATED OR P ORmRUEEED _UP (OD UNDERTOOK
f L NE-TAGIORS TO KEEP HIS FEET ON
JHE GROUND. CANDERE SAID IT WELL WHEN HE SAID:

{"NOTHING SO TENDS TO -INFLATE-A-MAN-WITH A SENSE
QE_HlS_QWNWlMBQRIANCEmAS_IHE—EQSSESlQNMQE_EBEAT
OF _SPECIAL

AND WNUSUAL EXPERLENCES, AND THERE,JS_NQIHING

AL

; THE VERY

------- NCE GIVEN TO HIM BY THE LorD COULD HAVE
-m‘ﬁ‘l?\ IM_FROM THE PEOPLE HE SOUGHT TO REACH

AND_LEST THAT HAPPEN 50D TOOK STEPS OR SAFE-
@UARDS TO PROTECT PAUL AND THE LORD’'S WORK,

THE TERM [GIMEN IS VERY INTERESTING, ONE
COMMENTATOR SUGGESTS THAT IT MEANS TO BE
—~ GIVEN AS A FAVOR. ONCE AGAIN IN SCRIPTURE WE
© ) HAVE
ITTI CT

ATAN SOUGHT TO ,» BUT THE
0 PRAYED FOR HIM, SATAN SOUGHT TG—BESIRDY
) BUT GOD LIMITED THE EXTENT OF uATANTIC

AFFLICTION, [HE WORD “THORN IN THE FLESH"
REFERS TO SOME KIND OF PHYSICAL INFIRMITY WHICH

N A
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GOD PERMITTED, THAT WAS A CONSTANT SOURCE
OF_JRRITATION AND HAMDICAP TO PAuL. Mo onE
— REALL?'ENUW§NwHAT THAT LIMITATION WAS, WHETHER
IT WAS.ExE_IRQﬁ%EE, AS A RESULT OF THE BLIND-
NESS AT HIS CO SION AND FROM WHICH HE MIGHI
NEVER_HAYE RECOVERED FULLY, (CoMPARE GAL By
GaL. 6:11) SOME SUGGEST IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN
MALERLA, TO MENTION BUT A FEW SUG-
GESTIONS, .JHATEVEB IT WAS, LIATED,
AND =HBMNDER AUL'S PHYSICAL STRENGTH,
HE WORD BUEEET IS A WORD USED TO DESCRIBE
TRIKING SOMEONE WITH THE-EL%Eﬁgﬁzggggﬁbﬂs.
HE WORD THRICE SHOWS THE IN AUL'S
CONCERN FOR ITS REMOVAL. YE TEND TO LOOK UPON

HANDICAPS AS HBNDERBNCES AND HURTS, BUT 50D
SEES IN THEM HELPS AND OPPORTUNITIES OF SERVICE

§H_YS.I.CAL

'.ALN'AND SUFFERING SOMETIMES REMINDS US OF
» OUR_DEPENDENCE UPON GOD AND IT REMOVES US

FROM THE REALM = E AN L
LRIDE. TO THAT OF DEPENDENCE UPON ﬁIM. #EW

PEOPLE HAVE PERCEIVED BIBLICAL DOCTRINE OF
S ING IN ITS PROPER SETTING AS HAS
IN HER BoOK A_STEP FURTHER SHE SAYS:
SOMETIMES SHUDDER TO THINK WHERE [ woQuLD
BE TODAY IF [ HAD NOT BROKEN-MY NECK,
/COULDN'T SEE AT FIRST WHY 50D WOULD POSSIBLY
{ ALLOW IT, BUT | SURE DO Now, HE HAS GOTTEN
[ SO MUCH MORE GLORY, K THROUGH MY PARALYSIS THAN
THROUGH-MY HEALTH.,"” TO BE SURE;—SHE-—-SOUGHT
HE LORD'S HEALING AS PEOPLE SOUGHT  TO HAVE
HER HEALED, BUT THIS WAS NOT IN S0D'S WISE
PROVIDENCE AND SHE HELD NO BITTERNESS IN HER
HEART, TESTIMONIES ABOUND IN FAMILIES WHERE
- REN ARE., INSTEAD OF BEING A
RDERN HESE PEOPLE BECOME A GREAT BLESS#NG
TO A FAMILY., | HAVE READ SEVERAL TESTIMONIES
OF PARENTS WHO TOLD HOW HANDICAPPED PEOPLE IN
THE HOME HAVE DRAWN-THE -FAMILY TOGETHER WITH
A SENSE-OF_COMMON PURPOSE AND EBVE NOTHING
OULD DO. | AM IMPRESSED IN THIS Ezfzzgf HAT

AUL IN HIS AFFLICTION DID NOT ASK

g A
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ONE IS.D_lleﬁ ALONG A CROOKED NARROW ROAD
HE IS NOT PREQCCUPIED WITH ASKING MWHY THE ROAD

IS CROOKED AND=%$¥ 1* HASN'T BEEN ED. _lHY
) THIS AND e TH 0 DRIVE WELL, HE KEEPS
HLS_EYE ON-THE ROAD ANTICIPATING

WHAT MIGHT BE AHEAD AND CONTINUES ON HIS
pEY : ESTS THAT MANY OF US LIVE

BUT WE NEVER SEE
IS,
TRENGTH

= ND ,
IN WHICH WE LIVE

SAID AS FOLLOWS: AHE ASK_FOR S

E AEF’GIVFN INFLRMTTY THAT

HE LAY, DOmRbidbiR — HE ASK EOR LOUWER THAT WE
N uA1_mLm_1waJuuu4mL4uL4uuu__£E_Aa£_ﬁLMFu.
 EAKME HAT. WE. M2 QUR _NEED OF Gop, M
QR \ HAT WE MAY ENJOY IIFE; N
\ AR Bl LEE THAT WE _FIAY ENJOY-A .
3> (A FORMERCPRESIDEILD OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY WAS
~(BORN WITH A-SERLQ ACIAL D REMENT AND
NOT MUCH COULD BE DONE 1O TORR AT THAT
TIME, VHEN HE LEARNED THAT MEDICAL SCIENCE

COULD DO LITTLE TO CORRECT HIS DISFORMITY BY
HIS TESTIMONY IT WAS THE DARKEST HOQUR OF H]S
LIFE. T WAS THEN THAT HIS MOTHER SAID: e
SQN, LI IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO GET_RID O
THIS HANDICAP. WE HAVE CONSULTED THE BEST

SURGEONS, AND THEY SAY THAT NOTH%NG—QAN—BE~DONE

BuT 1T 1S POSSIBLE FOR YOU, WITH GOD'S HELP
_GROW A
QOK-AT-YOUREACL., ~AUL WAS SUCH

A GREAL..SQU THAT PEOPLE
AND HIS UNACCEPTABLE P

e,

RISTIAN MATURITY,

HYSICAL _APPEARANCE
OF HIS OF HIS ENORMOUS SPIRITUAL_ GRACE

Iy
IN THE

N



ITT. GRACE FOR LIFE'S WEAKNESS - vs. 9-19

THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE WORLD IS THAT THE .SRQLLS
BELONG TO THE .SIRONG. HOWEVER, IN THE_WORD
F GOD THERE IS : THAT
0D USES ONLY THOSE WHQO ARE_WEAK, R PROBLEM
IS NOT THAT WE ARE=T00 WEAK, BUT WE_ARE -TOO,
—SFRONG FOR GOD{~p)
[T WwAS NOT UNTI ( §HA£
MEMORABLE NIGHT As RECORDED IN JEN 2:2UFF
THAT HIS NAME WAS CHANGED FROM TO
. LT WAS A LIFE CHANGING EXPERIENCE
WHEN HE STOPPED FLGHILNG AND STARTED CEINGINE
T0 (0Ds —PALL WA MAN ENOR -
ABTLLFY, E HAD GIFTS OF THE MIND THAT WERE
STAGGERING. HOWEVER, PAUL NEW SOMETHING MANY
OF us HAVE NOT REALJqED AND THAT I‘ =N

_;- 1! -~Po JSESHUMAN
WEAKNESS AS A BACK pﬁOP TO DISPLAY HIS POWER,

SOMEONE HAS SAID: :ggg gﬁg ?EFEAT A
5 50p5B& HES WEARON.” THE PERSON Wi
l THE PERSON WHO

PRAYS: "LORD, HERE IS MY HUMAN WEAKNESS

AND | DEDICATE 1T TO YOUR GLORY" HAS TAKEN

THE.E&RSE;?IEP ALONG THE PATH OF SPIRITUAL
ICTOR HINK OF THE MANY BIBLE REFERENCES
VHERE-4 ‘ W S AND USED
HIS ROD OF POWER.,
MARCHING AROUND

WEAK INEFFICIENT

ﬁT rOTIEIE

™ EHE: RAL-IW -
0D CHOOSES TO OPERATE. TEE TERMELY) TS S16-
NIFICANT.IN OUR TEXT. AN ENGLIS R

NAMED_WEBB - PEPLOE WAS A YOUNG MINISTER WHEN
NE OF HIS CHILDREN_DLED SUDDENLY, WHEN HE
ETURNED FROM-THE FUNERAL HE FOUND HIS WAY
0 HIS STUDY AND IN MIND STRICKEN GRIEF HE
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IN PRAYER BEGGED FOR GOD’'S SUFEICIENT GRACE
FOR HIS HOUR OF SORROW. 10 HIS DISMAY_NQ
COMRORT—CAME.TO HIS TROUBLED HEART AND THE
TEARS CONTINUED TO FLOW., HEN HE PICKED UP
THE BIBLE HE READ IT MEANINGLESSLY FOR THERE
WAS NO—MESSAGE NO MATTER WHERE HE TURNED.
AFTER A PERIOD OF TIME HE OPENED TO THIS
PASSAGE AND FOR THE FIRST TIME HE SAW ONE.
IFTED FROM THE TEXT. [HAT WORD WAS
C:gﬁg E RECALLED THAT HE HAD BEEN ASKING
FOR SUFFICIENT GRACE WHEN ALL THE TIME

GOD'S GRACE WASeE AND WHAT GOD WAS
' IT AND-ACT UPQ

.&EJ-_E&ATE ER YOUR AN MY SPIRITUA ‘mDPENS TO

BE. YOU AREwSAD GOD'S GQACF CAN PUT SINGING
IN THE SOUL. YQM. ARE WEAK (oD’ S GRACE CAN
MAKE YOU STRONG. YOU ARE LOST 50D'S GRACE

CAN SAVE., SIMPLE SPIRITUAL FORMULA IS TO
STOPEBJ_LNQ AND START JRUSILNG. |HE WORD GRACE
LITERALLY MEANS UNMERITED FAVOR. [T IS SOME-
THING GOD GIVES FOR OUR NEED THAT WE DO NOT

. OUR SUBJECT TODAY 1S GRACE
' OUGH, BUT YOU MUST
%E¥§l__m|$w. TO DO WHAT HE SAYS HE WANTS TO DO.
D

0 1IT:




ROBERT K, SPRADLING May 39, 1982

n P | S MTH
™ I CorRINTHIANS 12:14-13:1-10

(RELATE STORY ABOUT TWO LITTLE LEAGUE BASE-
BALL PLAYERS., |HE BATTER, THE LARGER OF THE
TWO., [HE SMALLER BOY PITCHING DID NOT GET A
TURN AT BAT. IHE PITCHING AND FIELDING CON-
TINUED WITH NO CHANGE. [HE ANSWER HAD TO BE
THAT THE SMALLER OF THE TWO BOYS NAS_SD.IEL

- D 0 2L v A 24 |- H | NQ
ABOL FALR S 3 ANT

!" m‘mn-.z-n OSOPHY WAS TO. i

QF _HIM WITHOUT REGARD TO.PERSONAL _SACRIEICE

OR EXP . YTHEN PAUL WROTE TO THE .CARNAL

mm_mﬁw HE USELUQELARLIERIS TO SPEAK
OF HéS DEDICATION.T HRIST, FAUL S SERVICE

™ FOR UHRIST AND THE LORINTHIANS WAS ONE OF

WF EXPENDING _EMOTIONAL AND
UNTI L AEE-RESERVES HAD-BEEN
= ' AUL KNEW THAT THERE ARF,_%S
IN LIFE WHICH ONE MAY SETTLE WITH A _SUM
of™, MONEY, BUT THERE ARW TO HUMANITY
: WHICH MONEY CANNOT ' THE FOLLOWING
VERSES PAUL SPEAKS OF OME— PRI

ﬂEED TQ BE UNDERSTOOD IN SERVING THE LorD
ESUS CHRIST.

1. SERVICE FOR CHRIST .IS OFTEH-UHAPPRE |
BY_THOSE WHO ARE BELG SERVED - 12:18-1°

THE CORINTHI?NS STEADFASTLY RESIST
<AUTHORLIY HEY SOUGHT To:EIE:EEnEE AUL AND
HE REWARDED SUCH DISOBEDIANCE AND RESISTANCE

: : : . PAUL WOULD NOT
‘fﬁ%ﬁfﬁ'THE CHURCH WITH HIS EXPE . “IHEN
HE CAME TO CORINTH HE'EEFU§EU'H%NOEIUM OR
MONEY OF ANY KIND FOR HIS SERVICE, IHIS IS

NOT TRUE OF THE FALSE TEACHERS, PAUL WOULD

EPT THEIR MONEY!
HE DESIRED, BUT THEI ENSKI SAYS

- A
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THAT THE FALSE TEACHE ED ONLY FOR THE
AND NOT FOR TH! - (PAUL"S ATTITUDE
FAR CRY FROM =N

WHO INDEED HAS BECOME,A STAR! OR MUCH OF THE
RADIO AND TELEVISION ‘2BLICH” WHICH ABOUNDS
HROUGHOUT OUR LAND ANR.INDEED. THE HORLDs»

>

~ NESB), SIMPLY STATED, THE
MEANT MORE TO PAUL THAN WHAT THEY

N | \
HAD AND Hi Y COULD GIVE., AS A MATTER
(2 ) OF FACT, S ¥ It 1s
ONE THING TO LOV PLE AND HAVE THAT LOVE

RETURNED, BUT WHEN IT IS -MISUNDERSIQQD AND

TAKES GRACE TO CONTINUE ON,
AUL SASSOCTAEES WERE CUT FROM THE SAME CLOTH
A Sl LIHSAN S MENTIONED EIGHT TIMES IN

T+ . AS A MATTER OF FACT, MORE IS
SAID ABOUT HIM IN CORINTHIANS THAN IN ANY_OTHER
BOOKS INCLUDING THE ONE WRITTEN TO HIM, TITUS

A  WAS AN INTIMATE COLLEAGUE AND OF
PAuL IN THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY, iITUS WAS

ENTRUSTED TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM OF IMMOR-
ALITY IN THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH AND APPARENTLY

.a‘.-ra-==.:‘.'—<;'-.—u—r- A N
) HE SAD IRONY IS T
TAKEN UP WITH FA

INTHIANS WERE SO
S THAT THEY_DID NOT
mLIZE THE WQRTHeEITHER OF OR !
AUL CONCLUDES THIS SECTION Bvégﬁ?ﬁiﬂg;gg=Hls
MINISTRY AS ONE OF E g HI? HORD
CHARACTERIZES Y. [T MAYBE
CORRECTi\AND DISTPLINARY IN NATURE, BUT IT IS
DESIGNED JQuBULLD LB AND NOT_TEAR DOWN THE
SAINTS. EMARK CONCERNING SARA KINNISON
REGARDING SPRING FORK BAPTIST CHURCH,
THE WORD ERLEY MEANS TO BUILD AND IT IS THE
WORD PICTURE OF.BH*LQLNE_A_H?HSE WHICH WE
SOMETIMES CALL A HIS SAME RQQT
WORD IS USED BY OU&EEORgglN MATTHEW 6:%3
WHEN HE TALKS ABOUT_BULLDING HIS CHURCH,

\ A



CHRISTIAN LIFE REQUIRES PROPER GROWTH,
DEVELOPMENT AND MATURITY. \E START A_PROPER
«»  FQUNDATION. AND KEEP ON BUILQI?G ON THAT

FOUNDATION THROUGHOUT LIFE, HAT PROCESS IS
CALLED EDIFICATION,

IT. SERVICE FOR CHRIST IS OFT V g]NDE.ED
C oS - 12:

OAFESS
T NCOURAGED _TO START

LEEE&% THE _SP

CHURCH :fﬁéalﬁznu ﬁOWEVER, BAUL
OR TURN ASIDE FROM DEALING

&+$ﬁg%%T$ERS OF .SIN HEADON. THE CORINTHIAN

CHURCH WAS LIKE MANY OTHERS WHERE THERE IS

, BUT..EORGETEING -

MANY ACCORDING TO THE TEXT,
HAD "STNNED AND-HAD_NOT REPENTED, LEFT ALONE
A  TO FESTER THE SITUATION COULD ONLY GROW
WORSE, IN THE CORINTHIAN
CHURCH WERE . |HIS SPEAKS OF PEOPLE
HO ARE FIGHTING OVER-POSITION AND PRIVELEGE.,
THE DESIRE OR SPIRIT TO HAVE WHAT IS
NOT OURS TO HAVE AND BEGRUDGES OTHER PERSONS
FOR WHAT THEY POSSESS.—{UTRURSTS-OF-SNOER
TEMPER TANTRUMS, OUIBURSFS AND EXPLOSIONS, ...
- THE USAGE OF MALICTOUS GOSSIP.
AND SLANDEROUS STORIES WHISPERED IN ANOTHER'S
EAR AS A SEl?i_IALE TO DESTROY ANOTHER_PERSONS
CHARACTER., |HE WORD SWELILINGS MEANS— ;
PEOPLE WHO MAGNIFY THEMSELMES INSTEAD OF E

OFFICE AND RESPO ILITY THEE HOLD. [HE WORD
- MEAN%EB. ORINTHIAN CHURCH
P LACE WHERE EVERY MAN HAD A RIGHT TQ_ S
S _Lgagﬁg [T WAS A PLACE WHERE PEOPLE
~ENTERED INTO, TH .\COJ-%NIARXTBESIRLCI-LD.NS LAID
DOWN IN THE #ORD OF GOD, T SUGGESTS INTER-
DEPENDENCY AND TOG NOT EVERY.MAN

GOING HIS OWN WAY. UN TOP OF THESE
SINS PAUL LISTS SEXUAL SINS IN VERSE 85

e

N
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THERE WAS_LLIILE_QR

3 HESE THINGS REQUIRED
JEPENDENCE. <% THE STORY IS TOLD OF A PASTOR
| OF A CHURCH NEAR A COLLEGE CAMPUS WHO ASKED
AN ENGLISH TEACHER AT THE COLLEGE TO SUGGEST
THE.ﬁunﬁiAMOST DIFFICULT E
TO SAY. AFTER CONSIDER B E_STUDY, SHE SUGGEST-
52 THESE THREE WORDS' SHIBBOLETH - JUDGES
_3553%5535 uAHERSHALALHASHBAZ
THE PASTOR EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR HER

CONSIDERATIONS, BUT HIS BTPLY WAS OF THE
ABOVE, [HE WORDS ARE: VE_S HE
CORTNTHRTANS COULLL I_HAVE TAKEN A ﬁﬁﬁF‘ LE
PAGE OUT OE-LAVIB: LIFE CONCERNING SQLUTION

. _ N DA
Y LJi1LJﬂﬂMﬂ%fL;lEARS_QE—M+SER¥-AND_SHAME. FOR
THAT YEAR UAVID STEADFASTLY REFUSED.TQ REPENT

AND LEARNED THE BITTER LESSON THAT WHERE .
THERE _1S=NO REPENTANGE=THERE [S_NO-_FORGIVENESS!
(SEE PsALM HOW PEOPLE LIVIN
KIND OF ATMOSPHERE WOULD HAVE THE GALL-TO,
ERSTANDING, WE
ARE ALL BLINDED TO SOME EXTENT, TO OUR OWN
SIN_STATNED SQULS AND SOMETIMES TURN OUR
VENOM OF CRITICISM UPON THE SAINTS OF 0D IN
AN ATTEMPT TO TAKE THE FOCUS-OF -ATTENT.ION _FROM
QURSELVES AND TO KEEP FROM DEALING WITH T”
SINS WHICH DESTROY FELLOWSHIP Wl TeldQDuee HE
<l JOHNST:2
BUT TO PUT IT INTO PRACTICE 1S SOMETIW
MEGLECTED RESPONSIBILITY,

@ 111, SERVICE FOR CHRISI IilVOLVES SPIRITUALY
EVALUATION - I3:5FF

THE CORINTEIANS HAD BEEN PREOCCUPIED WITH
LS AND WORTHINESS

AS AN APOSTLE How IT WAS TIME T
~THEMSELMES | PAUL SUGGESTS SEVERAL TIESTS
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fiEFEEY SHOULD ADMINISTER: -
.IHE_IESI_QE_ﬁEuuLNE_EAIgH - VS,
N HE WORD EXAMINE MEANS TO TEST OR PROVE,

THE WORD.REERQ&AIE CARRIES THE IDEA OF A
Q_UNIEBEELI __PAUL HAS ASKING THE CORINKHIANS

gRUE BELIEVER s . ,
IS NEVER ANOEEENSLME_QuEéf&Q '
BELIEVER., IF THE SINS OF ]7:20- 21 AR; IN THE
hl HOW COULD_ONE SAY; "I'M sAVED?

cORDING TO | TIMOTHY 1:2 IT IS VITAL THAT

A PERSON BE A TRUE CHILD, SON OR BORN-ONE
[N THE FAITH. _FPAUL_WAS CONCERNER THAT THER

: S TTNAT E1ATTHEw
JATTHEW

(MATTHEW 7:21-23) PERSON MAY BE -NICE, SWEET
D_TQ.ALLx_waamG THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT
ESUS CHRIST.LC ( S FROM SIN,
ACCORDING THE BELIEVER IS

SAVED FRO LAWLESSNESS AND THE COURSE

QF HIS LIFE- s GODLINESS AND NOT GODLESSIESS.
%AM&EM SAINTLY. LIVING 6O TOGETHER.

ONE IS SAVED HIS LIFE OUGHT TO SHOW IT.

(II Cor, 5:17
@ CLH;LE&J_Q%BEE%— vs.7 THE LIFE OF
THE CHRISTIAN SH VE NO EV THE WORD
H_Ngal IS TRANSLATED GOQD, S ARE
g SULT OF GOOD CREEDS.
(3) - VS, 8 THE CORINTHIANS
WERE TOSSED TO A O BY THE OPINIONS OF
QLEEERENTMBN. LIKE THE SHIFTING SANDS OF
THE TRACTLESS DESERT. MEN'S OPINIONS AND
‘ CHANGE. |HERE IS A LEGEND FROM
WTHE [1IDDLE EAST ABOUT TWO SURVEYORS WHO WERE
ATTEMPTING TO DO SOME WORK IN-A-DESERT. [HEIR
MAP SHOWED CERTAIN TREES, STREAMS AND me@NTOURS
BUT ONE NIGHT THEY WERE CAUGHT
'IN A TERRIBLE STORM AND THE NEXT DAY THEY
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BEEN BLOWN OR WASHED AWAY AND THEY WERE LOST.
- THE MAPS WERE USELESS. FINALLY AFTER THE
EARLY EMOTION OF DESPERATION HAD PASSED AND

AS THEY LOOKED AT THE STAR—FILLED SKY QNE SAID

1]»15 RE OK BECAUSE % STARS ARE. %m ﬁ%
AY,
IT IS WITH LOD] TRUTH, EORI THIAN FIX

S MUST
THEIR FAITH ON GoD's TRUTH. (JoHN 3:32)

% DISCOVERED THAT THE LANDMARKS HAD EITHER
Vi



