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WHEN JESUS CAME

RoBERT K. SPRADLING DecemBer 13, 1992
s A~t>L~%8_
WHENNJESUS CAME
GALATIANS 4:4

LAST WEEK WE CON%%DERED WHY JESUS CAME. TODAY
IN 1977, OUR CHURCH ENGAGED
A DEVELOPMENT COMPANY FROM INDIANA, TO ASSIST

'US IN A LONG-RANGE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM, :%Qj

SEVERAL TRIPS TO INDEANA, PENNSYLVANIA AND

0H1Q CONFERRING WITH THEIR GLIENTS TO SEE IF

HOWEVER, BEFORE THEY WERE HIRED, WE MAZiﬁg

WHAT THEY SAID THEY,COULD DO THEY COUL po.!
IN EVERY CASE, THE BUILDINGS COMPLETED LOOKED

*x; LIKE THE ARCHITECT'S DRAWING. OTHE _WORDS,
GKB;%

HEY. FINISHED WHAT THEY. RLANNEE% WHAT 1S TRUE
A WELL-ORGANIZED, OPERATED IMPANY, IS ALSO
TRUE OF GOD'S WORLD. THE WORLD IS NOT RUNNING

OFF _COURSE AND OUT. OF CONTROL. GOD HAS A

™ u?ASTER PLAN FOR THIS PLANET AND ITS PEOPLE.
T IS ON SCHEDULE AND HAS BEEN SINCE THE DAWN

OF HUMAN HISTORY. - ONE PART QF THAT BLUEPRINT
INVOLVED THE_INCARNATION OF CHRIST AND IS
MENTIONED IN THE TEXT TODAY.

1. WHEN JESUS CAME IT WAS THE RIGHT TIME
"THE FULLNESS OF TIME WAS COME...."

ALMosT 2000 YEARS AGO, IN AN OBSCURE TOWN IN
PALESTINE, AN EVENT TOOK PLACE WHICH WOULD
INFLUENCE HISTORY MORE THAN ANY OTHER SINGLE
EVENT. IN A STABLE NEAR AN
INN. THE PARENTS OF THE CHILD WERE NOT OF

NOBLE BIRTH. [HEY WERE NOLJﬂ?quL. But
“THE CHILD WAS DESTIMED TO BE KING OF KING AND

“™  LORD OF LORDS. IHE FOCAL POINT OF HISTORY
WOULD CENTER IN THAT EQCAL_PERSON, G(QD HAD
PREPARED THE WORLD FOR THAT MOMENT. SOMEONE
HAS SAID THAT THE BIRTH OF CHRIST IS _THE_HINGE

N 4
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_ﬁuLiu:uxunn. HISTORY IS LIZERALLY HIS STORY.
HE VERY TERMS B.C. AnND A.L). INDICATE THAT
am~ TRUTH, & ‘-\

(A) THE RIGHT TIME POLITICALLY

~:1.{ THE PEACE OF ROME PREVAILED QVER THE CIVILIZED
"Z— WORLD WHEN JESUS WAS BORN. ROMAN LAW HAD ~ .

RRESAERFER TP PIRACY ON THE SEAS AND -7
ROBBERY ON LAND. JUSTICE IN TH 10/ 8o
IN HUMAN

3, PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS AND PROPERTY OF
Y NS PREVAILED AS AT NO OTHER TIM

TORY

ROADS_L INKED THE EMPIRE TOGETHER.
STAL-SYSTEM TRAVELED ON THESE ROADS
IMPROVE UNICATION: » Ronwsw aiwin
Liu.vBLiggﬂq. : TAR o i

4B) [T WAS THE RIGHT TIME CULTURALLY

THE BEAUTIFUL, FLEXIBLE GREEK LANGUAGE MADE IT
POSSIBLE FOR MEN TO COMMUNICATE ON A _BEFEER
AND BROABER BASIS THAN EVER BEFORE. GREEK
PHILOSOPHY, ART, DRAMA AND ARCHITECTURE
TOUCHED THE ENTIRE WORLD. _ALEXANDER THE GREAT
HAD CONQUERED THE KNOWN WORLD, 2 »x -

e ——

(C) 1T WAS THE RIGHT TIME RELIGIOQUSLY

<" JUDAISM WAS BANKRUPT. IT WAS AT AN ALL-TIME
NO , JOW EBE HAVING SUBSTITUTEDAFQR {TEQUSNESS ,
. )2 THE WORLD WAS REARY FOR THE SAVIOR'S ARRTVAL.
VAIATOCHRIST'S COMING WAS ﬁKLj&ﬂﬁﬂLjﬂﬂH?ﬁNl OR
No MowAETER THOUGHT IN THE ECONQMY OF GOD TO DEAL

= WITH 5 THE TEXT SAYS IT WAS
%Mﬁ%_ THIS IS THE BIBLICAL
~

WAY OF SAYING THAT THE INCARNATION HAPPENED IN
GoD’s APPOINTED TIME, AT THE VERY MOMENT OF
HIsS DESIGN, NOT ONE DAY TOO LATE. WHEN ALL OF
THE HOURS, DAYS, MONTHS, AND YEARS HAD TUMBLED
TOGETHER,

THE ETERNAL SECOND PERSON OF THE GODHEAD —
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STEPPED ONTO THE STAGE OF HUMAN HISTORY AND
rS HE CAME TO EARTH THROUGH NATURAL BIRTH.
' @D "HE SENT FORTH A

é%g;ggiggigg PERSON.Ii fVINCENT) THE IDEA
VOLVED IN THIS VERSE IS TC ,%
SSION, |HE TERM IS USED TO DESCRIBE
j%éiiﬁﬂ:ﬂﬁtm HE SENT_HIS SONS TO EGYRT WITH=A =
.SEEQLElE.%SSlﬁNMENI OF RETURNING WITH GRAIN.
AcTs /:12) ALL MEN MUST DEAL_WITH GobD’s SoN

ﬁHOM HE SENT TO THIS PLANET. LDR. JAMES

CGINLAY. REMINDED HIS READERS THAT IT IS EASY
0 HAVE A WRONG OPINJON.ABOUT.OUR CHILDREN OR
SONS.AS WELL AS AN.UNSCRIPTURAL~OPINION
CONCERNING GoD'S.SON. HE TELLS THE STORY OF A
MOTHER WHO ASKED HIM TO PRAY. FOR HER SON.
WHEN HE ASKED WHAT WAS WRONG WITH THE SON,
SHE sAID, “NoTHING.” "HE's A GOQD BOY, HONEST,
UPRIGHT AND HAS NEVER CAUSED ME OMENT'S
Py ANXIETY.” McGINLAY_THEN ASKED *”9 HE , SHOULD
PRAY FOR THE BOY. THE MOTHER ADDED, “THE ONLY
THING THAT WRONG IS THAT HE DOES NOT KNOW
RIST." HE IS SUCH A GOOD BOYT SHALL
A HE

My SAID MCGINLAY.
'R INQUIRED WHY THE PREACHER
HAD RESPONSDED SO NEGATIVELY. McGINLAY
EXPLAINED THAT=00B-18-NOT IN FHE-BUSINESS-OF
_SAVENG-GOOD-BOYS BUT RATHER OF SAVING SINNERS.
THE MOTHER DID NOT REALIZE THAT HER SON WAS
GUILLTY.-BEEORE..GOD. AND FOR REJECTING JESUS
CHRIST. IT WAS NOT UNTIL SHE WAS WILLING TO
RECOGNIZE THAT ALL OF THE NATURAL QUALITIES
HER SON POSSESSED WERE.NOT..GOOD.ENOUGH THAT
SHE BEGAN TO MAJOR ON THE CENTRAL ISSUE,

© NAMELY, THE WELFQQ?P s BTERNAL SOUL .
LIEE CENIERED _IN (HEf
’\@ LIFE NEEDED TO BE CF
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IT. WHEN JESUS CAME IT WAS THE RIGHT WAY -

"MADE OF A WOMAN" i i g
% oy /N 4 !.

SCHOLARS ARE DIVIDED AS TO WHETHER THE
INTERPREIRTION OF THIS VERSE HAS SPECIFIC
REFERENCE TO THE VIRGIN BIRTH. HOWEVER, THE
“IS THERE, [HIS DOCTRINE STIRS
SKEPTICS AS NO OTHER, FOR SHMMB(GENERATIONS,
LIBERAL SCHOLARS HAVE BEEN SEEKING TO UNDERMINE
THE_SUEERNAIUBALCELEMEﬂI OF CHRISTIANITY. [HE
VIRGIN BIRTH OF CHRIST IS A DOCTRINE THAT WAS
BELIEVED BY MANY DENOMINATIONS BUT NOW IN
LARGE MEASURE 1S DENILED. . WEF MEAN RY THIS
DOCTRINE THAT BY A SPECIAlL CREATIVE ACT, THE
PERSONALITY OF THE E
HUMAN NATURE AND FORM IN THF WOMB OF T
VIRGIN [HAT VERY ACT PRESERVED HiMm

UNIQUELY AMONG MEN EBEM ORIGINAL SIN. 1T WAS
£ THE ONLY BIRTH SINCE ADAM WHEREBY A CHILD WAS

BORN WITHOUT THE TAINT OF ADAM’S SIN,
THE SCRIPTURE IS VERY CLEAR ON
‘THTS"PﬁTﬂT} IT WAS JESUS, NOT_MARY, WHO WAS
FREE FROM ORIGINAL SIN. THE ROMAN IDEA OF THE
JIMMACULATE CONCEPTION IS NOT T
DOCTRINE OF THE VIRGIN BIRTH. )
BIRTH IS-NOT TRUE : EVE TWO
ENORMOUS PROBLEMS.

Q;D THAT MARY LIED ABOUT HER CONDITION.

E STATED CATEGORICALLY THAT JOSEPH WAS NOT

THE FATHER OF HER CHILD. YE

STORY OF CHILDREN_EVERYWHERE .
THAT THIS IS A STORY OF A

CHILD BORN OF WEDLOCK WOULD FOREVER VANISH

IT FROM POPULARITY.(LAJidf:sjiJ

1

IF THE BIBLE IS NOT CORRECT AT THIS POINT,
W DO WE KNOW IT IS RELIABLE AT ANY OTHER
POINT? (CoMPARE IsaiaH 7:14, MATTHEwW 1:18-21)
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CoNcLUSION: THE VIRGIN BIRTH 1S GoD'S wAY

OF BRINGING A SAVIOR TO THE WORLD WHO IN FACT
COULD SAVE ALL MEN. APART FROM THIS DOCTRINE,
WE COULD HAVE NO_SAVIOR FOR A SAVIOR WHO
PARTOOK OF ADAM'S SINFUL NATURE BY BIRTH_ILS_NO
SAVIOR AT ALL. IN FACT, HE IS IN NEED OF A
Savior! A SAVIOR WHO 1S NOT QUITE GOD IS NOT
A SAVIOR! "GOD'S ANSWER TO THE PROBLEM OF MAN'S
SINFUL DISPOSITION THAT HAD BEEN PASSED ON

FROM ADAM TO EVERY GENERATION WAS TO BRING

His ETERNAL SON INTO THE WORLD BY VIRTUE OF THE
VIRGIN BIRTH. HE WAS THAT PERFECT_MAN, WITHOUT
%Q}NT OF ADAM'S TRANSGRESSION, INDEED THE

ITI. WHEN JESUS CAME IT WAS FOR THE RIGHT
REASON “To REDEEM" — " Sows’

——

IN ANCIENT ISRAEL, BOTH PROPERTY AND PEOPLE
COULD BE REDEEMED BY PAYING A PRICE. (IE A
PERSON LOST HIS POSSESSIONS OR EVEN HIS LIBERTY
THROUGH DEBT, HE COULD BE REDEEMED BY HIS

,HENCE THE TERM_KINSHAN-REDEEMER.
HE RICH OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND OF THIS WORD

REDEEMED SET THE STAGE FOR DIVINE INTERVENTION
ON OUR BEHALF AS REVEALED IN THE NEwW TESTAMENT
(Mark 10:45, RomANS 35:24, EPHESIANS 1:7).

THE BIBLE WORD REDEMPTION IS A TERM USED TO
DESCRIBE PAYMENT OF A PRICE FOR SOMETHING.

[T WAS OFTEN USED WITH REFERENCE TO SLAVE
MARKETS WHERE PEOPLE WERE BOUGHT AND SOLD LIKE
PROPERTY. IN HEBREW HISTORY, THE WORD

REDEEM HAD TO DO WITH THE IDEA OF SACRIFICE

IN THE SACRIFICIAL SYSTE 141
MIND WHEN HE SPOKE IN KIPETERSIIIS "{Th HE
TERM REDEMPTION IN THE BIBLE A RELT

TO THE BELIEVER AND TO CHRIST SPEAKS OF CHRIST
AS THE BELIEVER'S SUBSTITUTE, THAT IS ONE WHO
GAVE HIS LIFE AS THE PRICE FOR THE FORGIVENESS

OF OUR SINS. T[HE _BOOK OF RUTH BEAUTIFULLY
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ILLUSTRATES THE CONCEPT OF REDEMPTION. S;% AN
WAS IN BONDAGE, PROVISION WAS MADE
~~  FOR HIM TO BE SET FREE. ONE WHO WAS=KIM TO

THE—3LAMEMLQHLD_?AI__IHE_ERlQE AND—FHE—SLAVE
—WOULD GO _FREE . N ORDER FOR THIS TRANSACTION

TO TAKE PLACE, THERE MUST BE MORE THAN
SYMPATHY INVOLVED BUT RATHER A FAMILY
RELATIONSHIP, _[HE KINSMAN MUST HAVE THE

—NECESSARY FUNDS AND BE_WILLING TO REDEEM,
ALsSO, HE_ COULD NOT BE A SLAVE HIMSELF. Now
NOTICE: , A GENTILE WHO WAS A TYPE OF THE
CHURCH AND - A KINSMAN REDEEMER, NAMELY
IS THERE IS A

A TYPE OF (H
EM IN QUR WORLD
MANY PEOPLE BEL ERE 15 so;§$%¥§b

DEEP WETHEN MAN, SOME HUMAN-A , SOME
INNATE_CHARM THAT CAN GAIN APPROVAL BEFORE
"IN THIS REGARD, MANY ARE LIKE THE
™ ELDERLY WOMAN WHO LIVED DURING THE 1930's
AND THE DEPRESSION IN THIS COUNTRY. SHE
ENTERED AN INSURANCE. OFFICE. IN MINNEAPOLIS
CARRYING A POLICY AND EXPLAINED THAT SHE WAS
UNABLE TO CONTINUE.MAKING THE PAYMENTIS. SHE
SAID SHE HAD WORKED.HARD BUT HARDLY HAD
ENOUGH FOR FQOD, CLOTHING. AND SHELTER LET
ALONE. INSURANCE-~PAYMENTS. AFTER A QUICK SURVEY
THE CLERK SAW THAT THE POLICY HAD ALREADY BEEN
" PAID UP IN FULL. STRANGELY ENOUGH THE POLICY
WAS ON HER_ HUSBAND WHO HAD BEEN -BEAD. FOR THREE
YEARSY AFTER A BRIEF CONSIDERATION, THE LADY
RECEIVED 'EULL PAYMENT FOR THE VALUE OF THE
POLICY AND APPROPRIATE REFUNDS FOR OVERPAID
PREMIUMS.. OPLE ARE LIKE S

@"Tgvme TO MAKE PAYMENTS FOR SOMETHING
~~ = _HAS ALREADY BEEN PAID! JEsUS EHRIST MADE THE
| FOR YOUR AND MY REDEMPTION ON
" THE CROSS. S#RELATE STORY OF LITTLE BOAT

“&%;’ TWICE OWNED - OLD BUT ACCURATE)




RoBERT K. SPRADLING DecemBer 19, 1993

CHRISTMASTIME

CHRISTMAS IS THE F E SEASON OF THE YEAR
FOR KIDS AND GROWNUPS T00, WE ALL COMPLAIN
ABOUT THE “CRASS CQEMSEGJALJSM THAT GETS
WORSE EVERY YEAR, FOR EXAMPLE, THIS YEAR
%ﬁﬂlﬁlmas—e$UFF WAS ON DISPLAY IN SOME
STORES BEFORE HALLOWEEN! HOWEVER, EVEN
WITH ALL OF THE—ABYSES—OF.THE SEASON, IT IS
STILL OUR FAVORITE. CHRISTMASTIME IS A

ELEMENTS: RELIGIOUS - BASED
ON BIBLE TRUTH; CULTURAL - RELATING TO
DECORATIONS AND FOOD; SUPERSTITION - "THE

GODS WHO _ARE GOOD TO MANKIND AT THAT TIME OF
YEAR. SOME ARE SURPRISED TO LEARN THAT

CHRISTMAS AS STIVAL DID NOT COME INTO
EXISTENCE UNTIL THE(FOURTH)OR FIFTH CENTURY.
THEN THE DATE WAS SET A CEMBER 25 )

J
WHEREAS BEFORE THERE HAD BEEN A WIDE RANGE
OF DATES FROM JANUARY. MarcH 25, ApriIL 20,
JUNE 28, AND SEPTEMBER 25, ALL SUPPOSED TO
BE THE DATE OF CHRIST'S BIRTH! FAMILY,
FRIENDS AND FOOD ALL MAKE THIS A VERY HAPPY
SEASON FOR MOST. LET US EXAMINE SOME VERSES
IN THE BIBLE TO SEE WHAT ELSE CHRISTMASTIME
SHOULD SUGGEST:

I. CHRISTMASTIME FROM THE VIEk
CHRONOLOGY - GaL. 4:4/ (L

THIS VERSE TELLS US WHAT TIF WAS
HISTORICALLY WHEN JESuS WAS BORN, A. T,
ROBERTSON DID EXTENSIVE WORK TO SHOW THAT
THE BIRTH OF CHRIST TOOK PLACE SOMEWHERE
BETWEEN 4 AND 6 B.C. IN THIS PASSAGE, His
BIRTH IS VIEWED FROM gga S HISTORICAL
SPECTIVE, ALMOST 0, IN AN
OBSCURE VILLAGE IN ISRAEL, A BABY, WAS BORN
IN A STABLE., HIS PARENTS WERE_POOR AND IN




. SINCE THAT TIME,

BILLIONSV OF BABIES HAVE BEEN BORN YET THIS

. ,-—_.“__

S 3 .\'

}THIS SUGGESTS THE INSIRHMENIALLI OF THE
/M1 INCARNATION. [T IS INTERESTING THAT THE WO
bbb T THE MAN IS MENTIONED. CouLD THE

—=REASON BE A VE. : TO THE VIRGIN

« BIRTH? HowE ARR RASE_IN
THE TEXT IS WHAT
WAS 1T? [T WAS GOD'S TIME AND WAS ON

TIME. JESUS’' BIRTH WAS NOT AN ACCIDEN]
CHANCESBU THER AN _APPOINTMENT OF C
HE VAS WITH ITS ROADS AND
LEGAL SYSTEM DOMINATED
OF ROME PREVAILED. TH
IT POSSIBLE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN HUMA
HISTORY FOR MEN TO COMMUNICATE ON A WORLD-
WIDE BASIS THRQUGH A COMMON LANGUAGE .
ALEXANDER THE GREAT HAD MADE THE WORLD A
GRECIAN WORLD AND GREEK WAS SPOKEN EVERY-
WHERE. [HE LANGUAGE BARRLER_HAD BEEN BROKEN
BY A UNIVERSAL TONGUE .,
THE WORLD RELIGIOUSLY. ADY
wE RS AMIOR, THE TERM FULLNESS MEANS TO
FILL UP OR BECOME FULL. ALL OF THE EVENTS
IN GoD’S DIVINE PROGRAM WERE READY AND IT
AS TIME FOR JESUS TQO COME ONTO THE STAGE
F HUMAN HISTORY. (BY THE WAY, THE TERM
‘ULLNESS IS USED IN THE BIBLE IN OTHER
SIGNIFICANT PHRASES SUCH AS TH LLNESS OF
THE GENTILES”, A REFERENCE TO RHE RAPTURE
)F THE CHURCH., IT IS THE NEXT SNGNIFICANT
FULLNESS” IN SCRIPTURE.

? <?€:m l/:gs‘j
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IT., CHRISTMASTIME FROM THE VIEWPOINT |

EWPOINT ()
GENEALOGY - M. L1177 )
\J

IN THE BIBLE, THE FAMILY TREE IS MOR
IM$ORTANT”THAN THE CHRISTMAS TREE. [IHE TEXT
SASIII

: | OR MANY FAMILIES, THE HOLIDAY
“ISEASON IS A TIME WHEN BOTH SIDES OF THE
[FAMILY GET TOGETHER AND OFTENTIMES TALK
|ABOUT THEIR FAMILY TREE. THEIR IMMIGRATION
'TO AMERICA AND THE DETAILS OF SUCH HISTORY
ARE GENERALLY WELL KNOWN AND PASSED ON FROM

! "SIEWS
OR INSTANCE,
HAD TO BE ABLE TO PRODUCE AN UN-

o

BROREN RECORD OF HIS PEDIGREE OR GENEALOGY
ALL THE WAY BACK TO AARON. [F HE MARRIED,
HIS WIFE MUST TRACE RTGENEALOGY BACK AT

LEAST_ELVE GENERATIONS. . IHE SANHEDRIN
KEPT THESE RECORDS. POINT: JESUS' TRUE
GENEALOGICAL RECORD COULD BE TRACED BACK
TO TWO OF THE MOST IMPORTANT PEOPLE IN THE
OLD TESTAMENT - M (RACIAL LINE) AND
AVID (ROYAL LINE), MATTHEW TRACES THE
LEGAL LINE THROUGH JOSEPH WHILE LUKE TRACES
ITHE BIOLOGICAL LINE THROUGH MARY. SImpLY
STATE
IDECLARES_THIS TO _BE A_EACT. T IS IRONICAL
THAT THE RECORD KEEPERS WERE THE VERY ONES
WHO REFUSED_TO ACCEPT ﬁESUS AS THE KING OF
THE JEws! THERE 1S A SENSE IN WHICH ONE
MIGHT SAY THAT JESUS WAS CHEATIED BY THE
RELIGIOUS AUTHORITIES OUT OF THAT WHICH
WAS RIGHTFULLY His! HoweVER, HE WILL RETURN
FROM THE DEAD TO RECLAIM HIS THRONE AND NO
ONE WILL STOP HiM THEN. IN PETER’S
PENTECOSTAL SERMON HE MAKES A CLEAR POINT ON
THIS THAT CHRIST WILL TAKE HIS ROYAL THRONE
AGAIN BECAUSE HE 1S INDEED ISRAEL’S MESSIAH.
(AcTs 2:24-36)
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[TT. CHRISTMASTIME FROM THEZ
GEOGRAPHY -

QUESTION: LEFT TO €HANCE> WHAT WOULD BE THE
0DDS THAT A SPECIFIC COUPLE EXPECTING A CHILD
WOULD LEAVE THEIR HOME IN NORTHERN ISRAEL

AND TRAVEL TO JERUSALEM TO ENROLL THEMSELVES
FOR TAX PURPOSES, STOPPING AT BETHLEHEM AT

DID NOT AL

sxx&ﬁTtE% TO JERUSALEM EVEN WHEN THERE WERE
NO ROOMS IN THE INN IN BETHLEHEM. ALL OF
THESE SPECIFIC FACTS WERE RECORDED./00 YEARS
BEFORE THE PROPHECY. WAS FULFILLED.
MATTER OF FACT, EEIHLEHEP_NAS BOTH
INSIGNIFICANT AND _UNLIKELY AS A PLACE FOR
A KING TO BE BORN. WERUSALEM WAS THE CAPITAL
CITY AND THAT IS WHERE ROYALTY WOULD BE
EXPECTED TO APPEAR. ALSO, THERE IS NOT USUAL-
LY A BARA FROM OTHER PARTS OF THE
WORLD COMING IP A BABY BORN IN SUCH
A REMOTE PLACE. COQULD ALL OF THIS BE FATE
CR LUCK, OR CHANCE? HARDLY. THIS LITTLE
VILLAGE TOOK ON SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE IN
HISTORY BECAUSE JESUS WAS BORN THERE.
._(\LQD___IS IN CONTROL OF HUMAN HISTORY.
WHAT HE PREDICTS WILL COME TO PASS,
" EXAMPLE, WHY SHOULD ISRAEL AND JERUSALE
. BE CONSTANTLY IN THE_NEWS TODAY? —THE
U ATTENTION OF THE WORLD IS FOCUSED ON THAT
PART OF THE EARTH. IT IS AS IF HUMAN HISTORY
WILL CULMINATE IN THIS UNLIKELY AND IN-
SIGNIFICANT PART OF THE WORLD. IN OTHER
WORDS, [SRAEL HAS A PLACE IN DESTINY BECAUSE
JESUS WAS BORN THERE,

IV, CHRISTMASTIME FROM THE V.

/

THERE IS A FASCINATING PROPHEBY
22:28-30, GoD SAID THAT :
JECONIAH, ALIAS JEHOIACHIN THAT HIS SPIRITUAL
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CONDITION AND MORAL QUALITIES WERE SO LOW
THAT EVEN IF HE WERE A,&Lﬁ@ﬁiggfﬂg ON THE
RIGHT HAND OF.-Gop, GoD wouL IT OFF AND
HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH IT. ALso, GoD SAID
HE WOULD HAND THIS UNSAVORY CHARACTER OVER
To NEBUCHADNEZZAR, KING OF BABYLON, AS
PUNISHMENT FOR HIS SIN. (OD SAID HE WAS LIKE
A_BROKEN_POT, THAT IS AN OBJECT THAT NO ONE
WANTS. FURTHER, GOD DECLARED THAT JECONTAH
WOULD HAVE NO CHILDREN AS FAR AS THE
GENEALOGICAL RECORD WAS CONCERNED, THAT IS,
NQNE_OF HIS—RHYSICAl DESCENDENTS—WOULD QCCUPY
——A-SPACE IN THE CHRONOLOGY OF ISRAEL'S KING.
THIS 1S A SIGNIFICANT PROPHECY AS IT RELATES
70 JESUS CHRIST AND HIS RIGHT TO OCCUPY THE,
THRONE OF DAVID. JOSEPH

PROBLEMVWASJOVERCOME BY A VERY MAGNIFICANT
WORK. JOSEPH BECAME JESUS' LEGAL, NoT HIS

BIOLOGICAL, FATHER. ACCORDIN : 35
JESUS WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN.
DO MEN HAVE SUCH A PROBLEM WI IRGIN

BIRTH? THEY LOOK UPON IT AS SOMETHING
BORDERING ON _FABLE. OR MYTHOLOGY SUCH AS IS
RECORDED IN GRECIAN HISTORY. HOWEVER, THERE
IS NONE-OF THE GROTESQUE ABSURDITY, SUCH AS
GODS WHO WERE HALF.MAN HALF HORSE, MERMAIDS,
OR HALF WOMAN HALF FISH, NOTHING LIKE THAT.
THE VIRGIN BIRTH IS A MYSTERY BUT IT IS FAR
FROM ABSURD, . B.J WARFIELD PUT HIS FINGER
ON_THE PROBLEM HEN HE COINED THE WORD
—ZAUTOSALVATION. " *AN HAS A DESPERATE ﬂ&iege
TO SAVE HIMSELF, )\ /[HE REASON IS SIMPLE,
MAN BECOMES HIS OWN SAVIOR HE DOES NOT N
A DIVINE SAVIOR ;g§”A VIRGIN BIRTH IS UN-
NECESSARY. |HE DOGTRINE OF THE VIRGIN BIRTH
CENTERS ON THE KIND OF SAVIOR MANKIND NEEDS.
A SAVIOR WHO IS HIMSELF A SINFUL CREATURE
IS NO SAVIOR AT ALL.\ \BUT A SINLESS SAVIOR

CI/H y ( u/( -»lti A
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IS ONE WHO CAN SAVE SINFUL MEN - HENCE THE
DOCTRINE OF THE VIRGIN BIRTH IS A NECESSITY.
JOSEPH HAD BEEN JESUS' FATHER, JESUS
%OULH NOT INHERIT THE THRONE OF DAVID.
ESSIAH MUST COME FROM THE ROY NE
oF SOLOMON YET NOT BE OF THAT SEED. gOLUTION:
THE MESSIAH WOULD BE_BORN OF A VIRGIN WHO
WAS A DESCENDENT OF DAVID WHO MARRIED INTO
THE ROYAL LINE OF SOLOMON MAKING JESUS'
FATHER THE LEGAL YET NOT THE BIOLOGICAL FATHER
OF JESUS.(COMMENT ON MATTHEW 1:16 WHERE THE
"OF WHOM” 1S THE GREEK FEMININE RELATIVE
PRONOUN, A REFERENCE TO MARY NOT JOSEPH.)

V., CHRISTMASTIME FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF
THEOLOGY - MATTHEMW. l.Zy Z

s )
THE WORD THEOLOGY 1S SOMETIMES MISUNDERSTOOD.
TECHNICALLY, IT IS COMPOSED OF TWO WORDS -
(GOD AND TO SPEAK. THAT IS, THEOLOGY HAS
TO DO WITH SPEAKING ABOUT GOD. TECHNICALLY,

IT IS THE—SG%ENGE—OE_ﬁQD AND THE RELﬁIlQN
SHIP BETWEEN_GOD AND HIS—UNIVERSE
GENERATION HAS CHOSEN TO FOLLOW IN LARGE
_ MEASURE THE PATH SURROUNDED BY
1113 ¥OT MANY PEOPLE VIEW THEMSELVES AS
\ HEY BELIEVE THAT - , SOME _WAY,
YBODY IS GOING TO HEAé@“iHGg—MAIIEB =,
HE DIFFICULTY TODAY Ismﬂmm
LE SAVED BUT GETTING THEM LOST! THE "N
BIBLE MAKES IT VERY CLEAR THAT EVERY PERSON
HAS A MORAL CHINK IN HIS ARMOR, AN ACHILLES
HEEL, A MORAL WEAKNESS THAT MAKES HIM UNFIJ
- EOR _HEAVEN, JESUS CAME INTO THE WORLD TO
DEAL WITH THAT BASIC PROBLEM. [HIS_ VERSE
AND OTHERS LIKE IT SuUCH AS LUKE 19:10 MAKE
IT VERY CLEAR THAT JESUS CAME INTO THE WORLD
TO SAVE SINNERS, SO THE WORLD MUST BE FULL
OF SINNERS OR HE WouLD HAVE HAD NO REASON
To coME! SELF-DECEPTION IN THE REALM OF
THE SPIRITUAL IS VERY EASY. INSTEAD OF

Oun SalaTom !
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ACCEPTING GOD’'S JUDICIAL PRONOUNCEMENT IN
D, MAN SETS OUT WITH HIS DEFECTIVE
ASS TO FIND HIS WAY WHEN IN

REALITY HE 1S ALREADY Sc=mmmmss N AN _ORBIT
CALLED “sIN.” LIKE EVE, MANKIND ASSUMES

RESCUE IS NEEDED. FOR EXAMPLE, A
\WDWALKING TO THE EDGE OF THE CLIFF

Y—NOT-BE AWARE OF HIS CONDITION BUT THAT
DOES NOT LESSEN THE DANGER. JESUS CAME INTO
THE WORLD FOR A THEOLOGICAL REASON - TO SAVE
SINNERS, Hg;;;gﬁE_AND_EASIEE GO TOGETHER.,
THE EMPHASIS OF THE BIBLE IS NOT ON HIS
BIRTH BUT ON HIS DEATH.




ROBERT K

~N
?:l.u.‘:f
o THE PROPHET ISAIAH STOOD_ON OUNTAIN
| TOP OF PROPHECY, LOOKED /00 YEARS INTO THE,,.

FUTURE, AND WROTE ABOUT THE “BIRIH, -
- ¥R E oF JESUS CHRIST OUR SAVIOR AND ISRAEL'S

MEESIAH. TO UNDERSTAND THE SEGNIFICANGE

ENORMITY OF SUCH A FEAT, IT TO

"ﬂwgﬂﬂgf SOM 700" YEARS FEO-PREBICTING

. /9~ EVENTS IN OUR T IF KING

(1 JLJﬂbHNwOF NGLAND, WHO SIGNED THE MAGNA-CHARTA
T THE DQCUMENIARY AUTHORITY FOR THE RULE OF

gl | I LAw IN NGLAED HAD_NAMED THE CURRENT QUEEN
OF ENGLAND, ELTZABERH Ll AND HAD STATED THE

FOLLOWING FACTS ABOUT . HAD H
SAID SHE WOULD BE BO ~FHE——

AUGH® GEORGE - ILD. MARR
PHitLzp, Duke oF RLNBURGH IN d942, BEA
P \LEHER FIRST SON IN'(I948) AND NAME HIM

CHARLES

;a\ :
| . ARTHUR GEORGE, ASCEND THE THRONE
< BEAR THREE OTHER CHILDREN -
f'j::iP* ‘ , AnpREW IN 1960 AND_EDHARD.IN
'3523 B UTT RLY AST.NLSHERn HAT [SAIAH SAl
s ESUS WAS Y ASTONISHING!

XGES OF SCRIPTURE
'DEALING WITH THE LIFE OF

- ﬁRITTEE BY [sAIA} A
, ESUS LHRIST. L57 el °i‘-’5 Pa ‘ar " Anf

7
| 2
}rlt [. TISATIAH SAW AND SPOKE F JES
| ¥2 w"“W"VIRGIN BIRTH - 7,14 =
NRRTHE BOLIELNE iz VIRGIN BIRTH AND THE
_DOGHA OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION ARE NOT
HE SAME. THE LATTER TEACHES THAT MARY

PRESERVED FROM ORIGINAL SIN. [HE BIBLE
E) NOT SHE) WAS SINLESS.
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WHEN 1 WAS A STUDENT IN SEMINARY THIS ~ ““¢ .

VERSE IN ISATAH PROVIDED ONE OF THE GREAT
DISPUTES BETWEEN /LIBERAL_TRANSLATORS AND
o FUNDAMENTAL BELIEVERS. [HE REMLSE D

_ STAMDARD.MVERSION TRANSLATED THE WORD YVIRGIN
AS—*QﬁE§§HQMAN IN THE TEXT. ONE NEED NOT
Ffzﬁ EW SCHOLAR TO KNOW THAT THERE IS
— A DIFFERENCE_BETWEEN THE MEANING OF THESE
TWO TERMS. THE TRANSLATORS WERE NOT
CAREFUL IN MAKIN DISTINCTION BETWEEN
THE HEBREW WORD CALMAH
IN THE TEXT AND I VER USED TQ_REFER TO
A MARRIED WOMAN. ANOTHER WORD ¢BETHULAH
MAY REFER BOTH TO AN UNMARRIED_OR MARRIED

el
. Jidle = \WOMAN. UNDER.THE.TERM. VIRGIN. THE ATTEMP
25 JOF SCHOLARS 70 DAMAGE. THE DOCTRINE OF Tk 2
_ S SUCH _TRANSLATIONE

A NATURE HE
*VIOR BUT IN FACT IS A HUMAN

BIR . .
NOT TELLI

" —PREPUSTEROUS TO SUGGEST THAT THE_LDMELX
— (1;)STORY. WE TEACH OUR CHILDREN AT CHRISTMAS
(< ) TIME COULD P BORN OF

PARENTS OF

A lE JEsus' LIFE AT

> (S)THE TIME OPORUSEERCATIONPNAS TO ADMIT THAT
HE WAS BORN OUT OF™ K - THIS SHE
REFUSED TO DO BECAUSE IT WAS NOT IR

THIS DOCTRIN SO _VITAL THAT WITHOU]
@ ONCE AGAIN, ftrio
vy, SINFUL NATURE BY BIRTH IS

FC/m ain od S‘t(-fwa\_@ MC&//
. o - Clep~ o

— ﬁrvmsg.-é
..w-(-q..-r' Sas : __v,‘";,e. =3 ’y
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:'“ " SHEPH "
LUKE 2;8-20
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ONE OF MY FAVORITE CHRISTMAS STORIES HAS TO DO
WITH-A_SUNDAY SCHOOL-TEACHER WHO ASKED HER

EIUDENTS TO TELL THE STORY «THEY L IKED BEST ABOU"
HRISTMAS, NE STUDENT SAID HE LIKED THE STORY

ABOUT THE

SHREHERDS-GOING—TO..THE | AUNDROMAT
WHILE SHEPHERDS WASHED THELR SOCKS BY NIGHT!”
WHEN GOD APPEARED Y,
HE DID NOT APPEAR TO THE ROMAN AUTHORITIES IN

EITHER BOME OR WJERUSALEM. HE MADE HIMSELF
KNOWN TO-QRDINARY.PFOPLE AS THEY WENT ABOUT
THE ORDINARY TASKS OF LIFE, |0 BE SURE, THERE
ERES$%%%§%$£$% AND WEAI THY MEN LIVING IN
ALE IS POINT TN HISTORY. HOWEVER,
GOD DELIGHTS IN MANIFESTING HIMSELF, NOT_ THROUGH

REASON OR.a%mg&u, BUT BY REVELALION. [ AM
P SURE THERE WERE MANY MEB.CHANJ;S AND .SHOPKEEPERS,
MANY OTHER ORDINARY PEOPLE GOING ABOUT THE

ROUTINE PURSUITS OF LIFE, BUT THE LORD MADE THE
COMING OF HIS SON KNOWN TO SHEPHERPS WHOSE OCCU-
PATION SPEAKS OFggnLlIunE ANDLREELECTION. FROM
THIS PASSAGE OF OCRIPTURE, LET US OBSERVE FIVE
LESSONS FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON:

e THE SHEPHERDS WERE SIMPLE FOLK DOING A
oIINPLE JOB WHEN GLORY CAME DOWN - vs, 8-9

NONE OF THESE MEN WOULD HAVE MADE THE
OR RELIGIOUS RE! RUSALEM. lHEﬁ%y
WERE NOT SOUGHT, AND THEIR PRESENCE
WAS TAKEN FRO GRANIED AS THEY PERFORMED AN
CONCERNING THE RELIGIOUS
RITUAL SURROUNDING THE LEMPLE. THESE MEN WERE
) DOING WHAT_THEY DID EVERY NIGHT IN THE RQUEINE

“OF=LLEE . THERE%S NOTHING OUT OF THE QGRDIN~

ARY,0R UNUSUAL . L{SOMEONE HAS SUGGESTED THAT
HAD THESE SHPEHERDS LIVED IN AMERICA IN OUR
) TIME, SOME OF THEM MIGHT HAVE BEEN OVER AT THE

ERN, SOME ON SICK IFAVE, BUT UNLIKELY
THAT £J0% WOULD HAVE BEEN ON THE JOBALL THE
TIME. ;>MANY PEOPLE EXPECT 10D TO INVADE THEIR

A | 4
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LIVES IN SOME.EXOTEC AND CIAL PLAGE., SUCH
A IS NOT USUALLY THE CASE. IT TS IN THE ORDIN-
ARY AND .ROUTINE. THAT GOD OFTEN SPEAKS TO US.
HE USUALLY BREAKS INTO OUR=LIMES_AS WE GO ABOU’
THE QRDINARY..PURSULTLS DEHL4§£. To BE_SURE,

™ SOMETIMES IT IS DU GF P, AN
EXAMINATION OF THE ﬂls INTERESTING, FOR IT

SAYS THEY WERE "ABIDING IN THE FIELDS", AND IT
ITERALLY MEANS TO REMAIN IN THE QPEN. .

HIS IS NOT THE USUAL WORD FOR ABIDE. HIS
PHRASE POINTS TO THE FACT THAT THESE MEN WERE

VARIETY WHO WERE USED TO THE.OQPEN PLACES,
AR_SKIES, FRESH AIR, SUN, MOON, AND -STARS.
IT MAY WELL BE THAT THESE ARE THE KIND OQF
PEOPLE WHO RECOGNIZE BOTH THE ANS8_0F _(QD IN
CREATION AND THE V@d##E OF (GOD IN-SPECIAL
~REVELATION. [|HE TEXT SPEAKS OF THEIR WATCHING
OVER OR GUARDING THEIR FLOCKS,CONCERNED ABOUT
THEIR SAFETY. SURELY GOD COULD ENTRUST THE
GOOD NEWS OF HIS SON TO MEN WHO WERE DEPENDP-
— ABLE ABD WRUSTWORTHY AND KNEW WHAT IT WAS TO
| _THE FLOCK OF SHEEP, OgLD THIS SIMPLE
ST SPEAK TO THE FACT THAT (GOD AND HEAVEN
WERE NOT IMPRESSED WITH THE SAME KIND OF PEO-
PLE WHO IMPRESS EARTH DWELLERS? SOMEONE HAS
SUGGESTED THAT '

WERE USUALLY ORDINARY. PEOPLE WHQ WERE
0 A RD NARX TA§K. COMPARE )

. - AT_HAND.«
G, A, 'MbRRlsgu HAS THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATION
ABOU PORTION OF THE WORD OF GoD:
CRAVE FOR LIBERTY FROM COMMON DRUDGERY., NE
SEEM TO BE MISSING SO MUC? IN THE ROUTINE. WE
LONG FOR A LARGER LIFE. [HE ANGEL MUSIC NEVER
COMES THAT WAY. HEAVEN HAS NEVER A SONG FOR
THOSE WHO SHIRK. [T WAS ON MEN WHO WERE FAITH:

~ FUL TO THEIR APPOINTED TASK THAT THERE BROKE
THE GLORY OF THE LoORD.”

IT. THE SHEPHERS SAW AWD HEARD WHAT FEW EYES
AND- EARS HAVE EVER EXPERTENCED - vs, 9-14

WHERE ONE WESIARS_DE TERMINES WHAT WE_SEES,
QT S RESIDENCE IN OSODOM CHANGED THE WHOLE

—————

A .
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COURSE OF HIS CAREER AND DOMESTIC LIFE(: I
SHALL BE ETERNALLY GRATEFUL TO A FATHER WHO
KNEW THE WORTH OF THE_SQIL AN? THE VALUE OF

A. AN ANGEL - VERSE 9. IT IS IMPORTANT TO
OBSERVE THAT THE BEEINITE ARTICLE DOES NOT
APPEAR IN THE QRIGINAL TEXT AND IS SO NOTED IN
THIS IS AN LMRORTANT POINT,BE-
WAS A PREINCARNATE
MﬂN%FES¥A¥40N_OE_£HRlSI IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.
THE ANGEL_OF THE_ NEVER APPEARS-AFTER.THE
BIRTH OF CHRIST. UNE COMMENTATOR HAS POINTED
OUT THAT THE “6HARACTER OF THESE -SHEPHERBS 1S
REVEALED IN THEIR REACTION TO THE PRESENCE OF
AN. ANGEL. MQST PEOPLE WOULD HAVE BEEN SATIS-
FIED WITH SUCH AN EXPERIENCE, NAMELY, TO HAVE
SEEN AND CONVERSED WITH AN ANGEL. |HINK HOW
THAT WOULD HAVE GONE OVER AT THE LOCAL _GHURCH
AT .TESTIMONY TIME, OR A$ A CHRISTIAN RETIREAT,
JELEVISION TALK S HEY COULD HAVE MADE UP
THEIR OWN SPEL. , PURCHASED SOME SOUND
EQUIPMENT AND. COSTUMES, AND MADE IT BIG TELLING

OF THAT UNIQUE _EXPERLENCE. PL ASE NOTICE THIS
VITAL PRINCIPLE IN SCRIPTURE:
FHAT ‘DOES NOT GET PEQPLE TO- JEsus HRIST HAS-

~NO~ 'ASTING VAEUE.

P

Y

B. AN ARMY - VERSES 13-14, THE WORD IS
A_MILITARY TERM FOR A BAND OF SOLDIERS, ~THE |
ANGELS ARE REGARDED AS THOSE WHO FORM JEHQVAH'S
HOST OR .ARMY, AND HE HIMSELF IS THE +EADER.

GOD WAS UNDERSCORING THE FACT THAT THE EVENT
WHICH TOQK PLACE IN BETHLEHEM'S MANGER HAD
AROUSED THE INTEREST OFw GENT-BEENGS
THROUGHOUT THE;UNliERQE T IS INTERESTING

TO NOTICE THAL.THIS ARMY HAD. A-PRTME-QBA%C%*ME
TO PROCLAIM .AND WAR; (IsAraH

FROM HEAVEN S NTAGE PO NT;'THIS WAS IHE

— BIRTH LITTLE OR--NO THOUGHT;-BUT;AS SOME-
ONE HAS. SAID1HEAVEN THAT NIGHT THOUGHT-QE
NOTHING~ELSES" ON THE DIVINE SCALE OF NAFUES -
MAN.-ALWAYS CONSIDERS INSIGNIFICANT WHAT HEAVEN
CONSIDERS TO BE OF ETERNAL VALUE AND CONSE-

“QUENCE .
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M ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE_ANGELS REGARDED -c0@D

AEWS AND . THE FACT THAT JESUS IS
CALLED A“%Avxoﬁﬁ IMPLIES THAT SOMEONE. NE :
SAVING, MEN TEND TO IGNORE THIS FACT, BELIEV-

@™ ING THAT ALL MEN ARE.aaQD_Eu?uﬁu OR ABLE
/ «ENOUGH.TO SAVE THEMSELVES. HIS THINKING IS
FOREIGN TO SCRIPTURE. AM IMPRESSED WITH THE
FACT THAT THESE SHEPHERDS WERE IN THE RIGHT
PLACE AT THE RIGHT .TIME FOR (0D TO SPEAK TO
~THEM, [T SEEMS TO | HAT THIS IS AN IMPORTANT
-RRINCTPLE IN.LI&E, ONE IS LOOKING FOR A
WIFE OR HUSBAND, HE OUGHT TO GO TO THE RIGHT
PLACE TO FIND THE RIGHT KIND OF PERSON! SoME
PLACES SEEM TO EXCLUDE ANYTHING THAT IS

%ﬁ‘RITUAL OR MORAL IN LIFE. (RELATE THIS
OUNCEMENT TO TELEVISION BREAK-IN BULLETINS.)

ITI. THE SHEPHERDS UNDERSTOOD THE GRAVITY
AND URGENCY OF THE MOMENT - vs., I5-16

THE WORDCNOW) ) SPEAK QF THE_FACT THAT
) THESE MEN WERE QUICK-TO"OBEY.G@D. THEY DID
NOT PONDER FOR SEVERAL -WEEKS AND THEN MAKE A
DECISION, [HEY DID NOT ASK THEMSELVES #HQ@ THE
BIRTH OF A BABY WRAPPED IN SWADDLING CLOTHES
IN A MANGER IN JERUSALEM COULD HAVE ANYTHING
TO DO WITH THE REDEMPTION OF MANKIND., THE
PHILLIPS TRANSLATION SAYS: _GO0_S T
[HI EHEM., + . ) : HERE 1S ONE
IBLE FACT THESE VERSES UNDERSCORE; THAT IS,
THE SOONER-ONE -SEES«JESUS> THE BETTEROFE=HE
WILL-BE! FAR TOO MANY PEOPLE ARE IQQ_CASU
ABOUT THE LORD. LIFE AND ITS SPIRITUAL SIDE
IS MADE UP OF MAYBE'S AND SOMEDAYS, ALL OF
WHICH REVEAL LACK OF UNDERETANDING‘§ONCERNING
URGENCY. OF GETTING TO CHRIST. <SPIR.
) o e (%ENESIS

MEN-ARE QUICK TO .DO G@D-S BIDDING'

T

T
=
1

1

P : EORGE MORRISON HAS A SERMON ENTITLED
"WHERE To Ga. A% LHRISTIMAS”, THE ANSWER IS,
TMPLY; .GEB=T 5 AND<THE ~-SOONER THE BETTER.
SUGGESTS THAT THIS IS THE ONLY
~ . HE WAS A DIVINE CAVE-

; THAT IS, BORN IN AZCAYE NwAMANGER IN
HE=LONG-AGQ, THE“URGENCY OF ~THE -SHEPHERDS
IS THE URGENCY OF EVERY MAN.

A M
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~ IV, THE SHEPHERDS TOLD OTHERS THE GOOD NEWS
_ ABUUT JESUS - VvERses 1/-18

THE SHEPHERDS DID NOT REEP THE GOOD NEWS TO

THEMSELVES., WHEN THEY SAW JESUS, THEY COULD

M ?DI_HELﬁ_BUI_IELL WHAT THEY HAD HEARD AND SEEN.
HAVE OFTEN ASKED THE SAME QUESTION TO MYSELF

ABOUT OUR RELATIONSHIP TO THE GOSPEL:

SQ_MANY _PEOPLE KEEP -THE MESSAGEZ;Q_THEMSELMES?

THE ANSWER MAY BE MANY-SIDED, SOME WHO
SAY THEY HAVE_LL MAY Tle?) SOME MAY

BE _AERAID TO SPEAK THE MESSAGEQSSR FEAR OF
BEING ASKED ABOUT THEIR FAITH.“3JT IS A MATTER
OF RR4BDE, AFRAID OF BEING EXPOSED CONCERMNING

A SHAtE&N_KNﬂNLEDGE OF SCRIPTURE OR CHRISTIAN
FAITHWZ [T cOULD BE ONCERN FOR 0O
ENCY_ .

RS
IN THE LIGHT OF THE URGENC M
OKAY, AND T FORE DON T REALLY CARE_ABQUT
ANYONE_ELSE ﬁ MIGHT ALSO BE THAT WE UNDER-
STAND WHAT THE DIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE URGENG&X. OF

ﬁE¥A¥+6N'BUT REALLY DON'T TAKE IT-SERJQUSLY.
/~$::( ELATE STORY REGARDING . DRESSZ$1/. THAT

AIN THE CONVERSATION FOR AN ENTIRE EVENING.
< ALSO, ELEVATOR IN HATTANOQGA.S AT CHR]STMAS
TIME, WE OFTEN SING THE SONG, Jijiu¢hlI_Q§,
Jre-lounTAIN, “WE WOULD BE BETTER OFF TO SING,
G0 TELL YOUR NEIGHBORS AND -FRIENDS AND THE
PEOPLE WHERE WE-WORK AND EVERYWHERE THE GOOD
NEWS OF THE GOSPEL.” HAVE YOU NOTICED THAT
NOTHING IS SAID IN THE BIBLE ABOUT THE -

~AKEERER SHARING THE GOOD NEWS OF WHAT HAPPENED

IN HIS STABLE? AS A MATTER OF FACT, HE
PROBABLY nLn_NOI_ﬁﬂﬁy WHAT WAS GOING ON RIGHT
UNDER HIS NOSE, AKING WAS.BORN. IN-HIS STABLE

THAT -NIGHT, “AND HE-WAS IGNORANT OF THAT .FAET,

V. THE _SHEPHERDS WERE CHANGED FROM THAT NIGHT
FOREVER - VERSE 2

WHEN WE FIRST MET THE SHEPHERDS, THEY WERE
ABIDING TN TEH FIELDS, WATCHING OVER THEIR
FLOCK BY NIGHT. NOW, THEY HAVE CHANGED FROM

) WATCHING SHEPHERDS TO GLORIEYINS AND”PRAISENG
THE SHEPHERD! NO PERSON CAN COME INTO THE
PRESENCE OF JESUS AND-REMAIN UNCHANGED. "FOR.
IF A MAN 1S IN CHRIST, HE BE

ECOMES_A NEW PERSON

\ o

el
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%ﬁTHIANs g EE BHILLIPS TRANSLATION) THESE

HUMBLE S HAD SEEN THE ONE WHO 1S
CALLED’Tﬁf“guaauaﬂ@aANnLBlsuoP OF OUR SOULS

[ PeTeEr 2:25. HE 1S ALSO CALLED BOTH: IHE
NB EAT SHEPHERD OF _THE SHEEP,
PETER 5:4, HeBrRews 13:20) THE WORD SHEPHERD
IS USED MORE IN_LUKE 2 THAN IN ANY OTHER
CHAPTER IN THE BIBLE EXCEPT JoHN.l0, WHERE IT
IS USED ONE MORE TIME TO DESCR}BE THE LORD
JESUS AS THE -600D- SHEPHERD, <II—IS-MY¥

‘OQPINION THAT EVERY -MAN-NEEDS. A~SHEPHERD. WE

ARE BORN WITH A BENT TOWARD THE PATH OF SIN,
AND WE .NEED SOMEQNE TO TURN OUR WAYWARD ST RS

‘BACK TO GOD, AND THAT SOMEONE IS THE . SU!

ST~ DAVED-SPOKE OF THE LORD AS HIS
SHEPHERD, “WUESTION: -WHOQ IS YOUR SHERHERD
TODAY ? THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EVERY BIBLE
TEACHING CHURCH IS TO LIFT UP THE SHEPHERD
SO MEN MAY TURN TO HIM FOR FORGIVENESS AND
GUIDANCE. WHAT WAS TRUE OF THESE SHEPHERDS
MAY BE TRUE FOR EVERY MAN; THAT IS, ONCE
HIS LIFE HAS FOUCHED-YQOURS, YOU MAY BE=CHANGED
IN TIME FOR ETERNITY,
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“SHEPHERDS BY NIGHT” LUKE 2:8

S
AR G
~ o ONE SUNDAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS, A SUNDAY
~ ) SCHOOL TEACHER ASKED HER STUDENTS TO TELL
-\\‘ /THE STORY THEY LIKED BEST ABOUT CHRISTMAS.
| ONE STUDENT SAID HE LIKED THE STORY ABOUT
'THE SHEPHERDS GOING TO THE LAUNDROMAT .
\HE REMEMBERED SPECIFICALLY THE DESCRIPTION
"WHILE SHEPHERDS WASHED THEIR SOCKS BY NIGHT!”
LEARLY WEDNESDAY MORNING, AMERICANS AWOKE
TO LEARN THAT UNITED STATES TROOPS HAD INVADED
PANAMA. [T WAS NEWS THE WHOLE WORLD KNEW
IN A MATTER OF HOURS. WHEN GOD APPEARED
IN FLESH IN HISTORY ON THE EARTH HIS COMING
WAS NOT MADE KNOWN TO SCHOLARS, SAGES,
SOVEREIGNS OR SOCIALIIES BUT RATHER TO HUMBLE
SHEPHERDS. THAT NIGHT, WHILE THE WORLD
i§§§E§T_§HEPHERDS WATCHED IN A FIELD NEAR
ETHLEHEM AND HEAVEN SPOKE - THE MESSIAH
#™ IS HERE. [HERE IS A SENSE IN WHICH THE
MWORLD SLEEPS TODAY AND HEAVEN SPEAKS AGAIN
%HAT MESSIAH IS COMING TO EARTH AGAIN.
N\ /SOMEONE HAS SAID “THE WORLD IS DIVIDED INT%E£>

y IVE_GR - INNKEEPERS WHO
/1 HAVE NO ROOM FOR JESUS AND DO NOT UNDERSTAND
-

| WHO HE IS AND SHEPHERDS WHO KNOW WHO HE
IS AND HURRY TO SEE HIM. AT THIS TIME OF
THE YEAR, WE SEE A PICTURE OF SHEPHERDS
IN DISPLAYS AND ON CHRISTMAS CARDS, IN
CHURCH PLAYS AND CHRISTMAS STORIES BUT TODAY
LET US LOOK MORE CAREFULLY AT THE TEXT OF
' SCRIPTURE AND LEARN MORE ABOUT THESE PRIVILEGED
‘.‘, PEOPLE! K’ég AL )

I THEY WERE SIMPLE SHEPHERDS - VS. 8
™

NONE OF THESE MEN_WERE SOCIﬁLLY OR
POLITICALLY PROMINENT . THEY WERE "LIMiNG

ﬁﬂ_lﬂE_ELELns FLQCK _FEEDERS AND PROTECTORS.
HEN GOD WAS WORKING THEY WERE WATCHING.

THAT 1S, GOD VISITED THEM IN THE ROUTINE
OF LIFE,
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. : S H. INTO OUR LIVES
IN THE uNusuAL AND SENSAILQNAL BUT THAT

IS NOT HIS MODE OF OPERATION SOMEONE SUGGESTED

THAT HAD THESE_SHE INAMERFCA ()

50% OF THEM WQULD NOT HAVE BEEN WORKING 5
THAT NIGHT. SOME WOULD HAVE BEEN ON_SICK “4,__

LEAVE, SOME OUT OF..TQWM, SOME ON VACALION, «

THAN

THERE AT THEIR-POST.QF _DUTY. [HESE MEN

WERE NOT CITY DWELLERS BUT OUTDOORS MEN

WHO WERE USE TO THE OPEN SPACES, CLEAR SKIES,
FRESH AIR, SUN, MOON AND STARS. IT MAY

BE THAT THESE ARE THE KIND OF PEQPLE WHO
RECOGNIZE THE HAND AND VOICE OF GoD IN
CREATION., (GOD COULD ENTRUST THE GOOD NEWS

OF HIS SON TO MEN WHO WERE TRUSTWORTHY AND
DEPENDABLE ENOUGH TO GUARD FLOCKS OF SHEEP.

[T IS INTERESTING TO OBSERVE THE NUMBER

OF PEOPLE IN TO WHOSE LIFE GOD CAME AS THEY

THERS . ) : ; CRAVE
LIBERTY FROM COMMON DRUDGERY. WE SEEM TO
MISS SO MUCH IN [HE ROUTINE. WE LONG FOR
A LARGER LIFE. THE ANGEL MUSIC NEVER COMES
THAT WAY. HEAVEN HAS NEVER A SONG FOR THOSE
WHO SHIRK. IT WAS ON MEN WHO WERE FAITHFUL
TO THEIR APPOINTED TASK THAT THERE BROKE

GLORY OF THE LorD. ” (IN ANCIENT TIMES,
SHEPHERDING WAS AN IMPORTANT OCCUPATION
FOR SHEEP WERE USED FOR FOOD, CLOTHING AND
SHELTER - TENTS. SHEEP ARE HELPLESS ANIMALS
UNABLE TO FIND FOOD AND WATER ON THEIR OWN
AND TEND TO WONDER ABOUT THE COUNTRYSIDE,
THE SHEPHERD WAS ESSENTIAL FOR THEIR CARE
AND PROTECTION. EVERY SHEPHERD HAD TO LOOK
FOR PA-STUREFOR HIS SHEEP AND THEY FOLLOWED
HIM - HE DID NOT DRIVE THEM. [F THERE WAS
NO SHEEPFOLD SHEPHERD HAD TO STAY AWAKE
TO WATCH OVER THEM. PERHAPS THIS WAS THE
CONDITION ON THAT FIRST CHRISTMAS NIGHT.)
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I1. THEY WERE FRIGHTENED SHEPHERDS -VS.9-10

IN THE TEXT OF VERSE 9 THE WORD FEAR
APPEARS TWICE IN OTHER WORDS, THEY FEARED,
FEARED EXCEEDINGLY, A GREAT FEAR. [|HE WORD
FOR FEAR IS THE GREEK PHOBOS AND THE WORD
FOR SORE IS THE GREEK MEGAS. WE WOULD SAY
THAT THESE SHEPHERDS WERE INVOLVED IN A
“BI1G6 SCARE!” THIS STATEMENT IS MADE IN
LIGHT OF THE FACT THAT SHEPHERDS ARE NATURALLY
COURAGEQUS MEN AND NOT COWARDS, IHE NATURE
OF THEIR OCCUPATION REQUIRED FEARLESSNESS.
THIS FEAR WAS NOT BORN OUT OF UNGODLINESS
AND UNBELIEF BUT OUT OF THE PRESENCE OF
Gop, IN THE PRESENCE OF (GOD, TOUGH MEN
TREMBLE! THE WORD IN THE TEXT IS THE
GREEK DOXA - DOXOLOGY. TERM GLORY RELATES
TO THE EXIBITIQON OF EXCELLENCE OR THE DISPLAY
OF SPLENDOR. IN THE OLD TESTAMENT THE SHEKINAH
GLORY WAS THE MANIFEST PRESENCE OF (GOD AMONG
HIS PEOPLE. _IT MAY BE PHYSICAL OR SPIRITUAL
IN NATURE, THE GLORY OF ANYTHING WHETHER
IT BE PERSON, GROUP OR NATION IS THAT WHICH
IS SPECTACULAR XCERLENT ABOUT IT'S NATURE.
FOR EXAMPLE SPEAKS OF MANS FAILURE
WITH REFERE S GLORY. [HAT 1S,

MAN HAS FAILED TO MANIFEST THE EXCELLENCE

FOR WHICH HE WAS CREATED, (MATTHEW 6:29
MATTHEW 4:8, Rev. 21:23-26) THE WORDS "FEAR
ARE USED ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS IN THE
HRISTMAS STORY, ZACHARI S WAS TOLD To.q%%D

FEAR NOT 'LUKE : WAS TOLD TO FEA
NOT - LUKE 1:3 E H WAS TOLD TO FEA
NOT - MATTHEW 1: ? AND THE _SHEPHERDS WER

ToLD TO FEAR NoT. THE REASON IS THAT MEN
WHO KNOW GOD HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR IN HIS
PRESENCE AND JESUS IS THE ANSWER TO THE
FEARS OF MEN. [HE FEAR WAS PROMPTED BY

2 INGREDIENTS.
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(A.) AN ANGEL,- IT IS IMPORTANT TO OBSERVE
THAT THE DEFINATE ARTICLE DOES NOT APPEAR

IN THE ORIGINAL TEXT. [HIS IS IMPORTANT
BECAUSE THE ANGEE OF THE LORD IN THE OLD
TESTAMENT WAS THE PRE-INCARNATE MANIFESTATION
oF CHRIST. THE ANGEL OF THE LORD NEVER
APPEARS AFTER THE_BIRTH OF CHRIST. AN ARMY fi)
vS., 15 AND 14 . THE WORD HOST IS A MILITARY
TERM REFERING TO A BAND OF SOLDIERS. [HE,
ANGELS ARE REGARDED AS THOSE WHO FORM GoD’s
HOST OR ARMY AND HE HIMSELF IS THE LEADER.

(GOD WAS UNDERSCORING THE FACT THAT THE EVENT
TAKING PLACE IN BETHLEHEM HAD ARROUSED THE
INTEREST OF INTELIGENT BEINGS THROUGHOUT

THE UNIVERSE. IT IS INTERESTING TO OBSERVE
THAT THIS ARMY HAD AS ITS PRIMARY OBJECTIVE
PEACE AND NOT WAR. (Is. 9:6) FROM HEAVENS
VANTAGE POINT, THIS WAS THE NIGHT IN ALL

OF HUMAN HISTORY. MOST MEN GAVE LITTLE
NOTICE OR THOUGHT OF JESUS BIRTH THAT DAY

BUT HEAVEN THOUGHT OF NOTHING ELSE. ON

THE DIVINE SCALE OF VALUES MAN CONSIDERS
INSIGNIFICANT WHAT HEAVEN CONSIDERS TO BE
LASTING AND ETERNAL VALUE., [T SEEMS TO

ME, THAT TOO MANY PEOPLE ON EARTH ARE FRIGHTENED
AT THE WRONG THINGS AND FOR THE WRONG REASONS,
(CF. MATTHEW 10:28)

I11. THEY WERE OBEDIENT SHEPHERDS VS. 15-16

WHEN THE ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MADE, THE
SHEPHERDS ACTED! WHEN THEY HEARD THE MESSAGE,
THEY MOVED. REVELATION PROMPTED RESPONSE.
THESE MEN SOUGHT NO COMMITTEE ACTION, THEY
DID NOT CONFER WITH A COUNSEL, THE WORD
DEBATE, DIALOG OR DISCUSSION WERE ABSENT
FROM THE TEXT. HOWEVER THE WORD NOW SUGGESTS
THE IMMEDIACY OF THEIR OBEDIENCE. (GEN.22:1)
THE WORD HASTE - SUGGESTS THE ENTHUSIASM AND
ENERGY BY WHICH THEY OBEYED. IHE FACT THESE
MEN WERE QUICK TO OBEY GOD TELLS YOU SOMETHING
ABOUT THEIR CHARACTER. [HEY DID NOT ASK
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THEMSELVES HOW THESE THINGS COULD BE. [HEY
WENT STRAIGHT TO JERUSALEM WITH ALL SPEED.
AN OVERRIDING FACT PREVAILS IN THE CHRISTMAS
STORY AND THAT 1S: [HE SOONER ONE SEES
JESUS, THE BETTER OFF HE WILL BE! FAR TOO

™ MANY PEOPLE ARE FAR TOO CASUAL ABOUT JESUS

CHRIST. LIFE AND ITS SPIRITUAL SIDE IS

MADE UP OF SOMEDAYS AND MAYBES BUT THE URGENCY

OF GETTING TO CHRIST SOMEHOW IS LACKING

SPIRITUAL MEN ARE QUICK TO DO GOD'S BIDDING.,
How DO MEN_FIND JESus? BY OBEYING

HEAVEN'S DIRECTION. THOSE DIRECTIONS ARE

RECORDED IN THE BIBLE.,

IV. THEY WERE OUTSPOKEN SHEPHERDS - VS.17

THE SHEPHERDS DID NOT KEEP THE GOODNEWS

TO THEMSELVES. WHEN THEY SAW JESUS, THEY
COULD NOT HELP BUT T QIHERS WHAT THEY

HAD SEEN AND HEARD. WHY DO so

MANY PEOPLE KEEP THE MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS

AND THE CROSS TO THEMSELVES. [HE ANSWER
MAYBE MANY SIDED. SOME WHQ_SAI_THE¥_Ku0w<:>
HIM-DO_NOT. SOME MAY BE AERAID TO SPEAK (2)
THE MESSAGE FOR FEAR. (OTHERS MAY BE TO0O

_ERDUD.TO REVEAL THE SHALLOW KNOWLEGE OF

HRISTIAN FAITH. SOME MAY HAVE A LACK OF
_CONCERN_OR APPRECIATION FOR THE URGENCY

OF THE HOUR. IF ONE IS O.K, SOMEHOW EVERYONE
ELSE IS NOT IMPORTANT. AT CHRISTMAS TIME

WE SING A CHRISTMAS SONG ENTITLED “Go TELL

IT oN THE MouNTAIN”. WE MIGHT BE BETTER

OFF TO SING “Go TELL YOUR NEIGHBORS AND
FRIENDS, THE PEOPLE AT WORK AND EVERYWHERE
AROUND THE WORLD THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL.,

OTHING IS MENTIONED IN THE

KEE EWS OF

HAT _HAPPENED IN HIS STABLE! AsS A MATTER

OF FACT, HE PROBABLY DID NOT KNOW WHAT WAS
GOING ON RIGHT UNDER HIS NOSE. A KING WAS
BORN IN HIS STABLE THAT NIGHT AND HE WAS

BOTH OBIVIOUS AND IGNORANT TO WHAT WAS TAKING
PLACE .,
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V. THEY WERE SATISFIED SHEPHERDS -VS. 20

THESE MEN WERE CHANGED FROM WATCHERS
OVER SHEEP TO WORSHIPPERS OF THE SHEPHERD.
THEY HAD DISCOVERED THE SHEPHERD AND BISHoP
OF THEIR souLs. (IPETER 2:25) HE 1Is ALSO
CALLED CHIEF AND GREAT SHEPHERD OF THE SHEEP,

(IPETER 5:4, HeBrRews 13:20) THE BIBLE MAKES
IT CLEAR THAT EVERY MANY NEEDS A SHEPHERD.

WE ARE BORN WITH OUR BACKS TO GOD AND A

BENT TOWARD SIN. WE NEED SOMEONE TO TURN

OUR WAYWARD STEPS BACK TO GOD AND THAT SOMEONE
1S THE LorD JEsus CHRIST. QUESTION; WHO

IS YOUR SHEPHERD TODAY?

swf
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“THE FIRST CHRISTMAS”
Py @’Da.u VQ% ot E.;UEH T ﬁmw@,’f..

Do You REMEMBER YOUR FIRST MEANINGFUL
CHrRISTMAS? | po. _(RELATE COAL FIELDS OF
McDoweLL CounNTY - SHOE STORE, LACE UP BOOTS,
SCABBARD ON THE SIDE, UNDER CHRISTMAS TREE
CHRISTMAS MORNING - EXPLAIN.) MANY REMEMBER
DOLLS, WAGONS, BIKES, SLEDS, COWBOY BOOTS,
CAP BUSTERS AND BB GUNS! (COMENT REGARDING
0.A.S, TALK ABOUT ONE ORANGE AND PEPPERMINT
CANDY AS A BIG CHRISTMAS IN A FAMILY OF
_EIGHT - BUE IT WAS ENOUGH!) CHRISTMAS HAS
CHANGED., _COMMERCE HAS REPLACED .LHRIST AS
THE UNDERE?TNE:ﬁEESQN FOR"CHRLSTMAS. IT 18
THE SEASON TQ "GIVE" AND 'GEI" BUT
WORSHIPPING CHRIST IS SOMETIMES SOON
FORGOTTEN AFTER DECEMBER 25. LET US EXAMINE
o THE VERY FIRST CHRISTMAS:

[.._THE FIRST CHRISTMAS TRAVFIERS -
Luke 2:4-7 _ 30

THIs Week USA ToDAY, STATED THAT 27 MILLION
AMERICANS WILL TRAVEL OVER 100 MILES AWAY
FROM HOME ON SOME KIND OF CHRISTMAS OR
HOLIDAY TRIP. MARY AND JoSEPH MADE THE 90
MILE TRIP FROM NAZARETH IN NORTHERN [SRAEL
TO BETHELHEM IN THE SOUTH. IT WAS A
DANGEROUS, DIFFICULT TRIP UNDER NORMAL
CIRCUMSTANCES BUT MARY WAS IN THE NINTH
MONTH OF HER PREGANCY WHICH INCREASED BOTH
THE RISK AND THE STRAIN OF _THE TRIP. [HEY
ALSO TRAVELED BY DONKEY. THE REASON FOR

™ THE INCONVENIENCE WAS THE INSTITUTION OF
ROMAN GOVERNMENTAL POLICY CALLED A CENSUS.
HOWEVER, IN THOSE DAYS THE CENSUS WORKER
DID NOT COME TO ONES HOUSE OR WORKPLACE BUT
RATHER SUBJECTS WERE REQUIRED TO RETURN TO
THE PLACE OF THEIR OFFICIAL ENROLLMENT AND
IN THIS CASE BETHELHEM. BY THE WAY THE TERM
~WENT UP” IS TRANSLATED ARISE IN LUKE 24:38,

L Ly 4
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BUT IT MAY ALSO REFER TO THE FACT THAT

é{) ETHELHEM WAS LOCATED ON A STEEP RIDGE AND
LIKE JERUSALEM ONE "WENT UP" IN ORDER TO GET

THERE. EVEN WHEN TRAVELING GEOGRAPHICALLY
FROM NORTH TO SOUTH. PICTURE TWO WEARY
TRAVELERS SEEKING OVERNIGHT SHELTER AFTER A
"HARD JOURNEY BUT FINDING NONE. EVERY PLACE
OF ACCOMODATION WAS FULL - NOTHING WAS
AVAILABLE. THE PHRASEKE¥QT%%%Mﬁégg§eﬁf+uuf
w11+ — POINTS TO THE TTONS
WERE UNKNOWN IN THAT DAY. THERE_WERE "NO
VACANCY” SIGNS IN EVERY HOTEL. IHERE WAS NO
TIME TO LOOK ELSEWHERE. A STABLE WAS BETTER
THAN OPEN SKIES SO THEY STOPPED THERE.
SOMEONE HAS SUGGESTED THAT THE GROUND FLOOR
MAY HAVE BEEN THE STABLE IN THE INN WITH
SLEEPING ACCOMODATIONS ABOVE. A MEDICAL
EMERGENCY, THAT IS, MARY'S TIME TO DELIVER
ARRIVED BUT ﬁ&? S IIME ARRIVED 7100,
(GaLac1ans O MANGER IS A FEEDING
TROUGH FOR ANIMALS. A BARN IS NOT THE USUAL
PLACE WHERE A KING IS BORN., A PALACE OR

A MODERN HOSPITAL WOULD SEEM MORE APPROPRIATE
HOWEVER, THE HUMILITY AND POVERTY OF JEsus'’
PARENTS DID NOT REDUCE THE GRACE AND

RICHNESS OF THIS STORY AND THAT QUALITY
NEVER DIMS OR IS DIMISHED.

[T. THE _EIRST CHRISTMAS GREFTING -
Luke 2:8-9

THE GREETING WAS THREE-FOLD:

(1) ANGEL TO SHEPHERDS - Vs. 8-9
SHEPHERDS TO EACH OTHER - Vs. 15
3) SHEPHERDS TO EVERYONE ELSE - Vs.17-18

CHRISTMAS IS THE SEASON OF GREETINGS. FOR
XAMPLE, DID YOU KNOW THAT THE MODERN

> GRE;;;%QNQQBD NUMBERING IN THE BILLIONS SENT
. 1EACH YEAR BEGAN IN THE MID 1800s WHEN A"

Yy
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MUSEUM DIRECTOR NAMED HENRY COLE WHO USED TO
' WRITE SHORF=MOHEES TO HIS FRIENDS AT
CHRISTMAS WAS UNABLE TO DO SO ONE YEAR AND
COMMISSIONED A 0GAL-ARFISH TO DESIGN A CARD
FOR HIM AND HAVE IT PRINFED SO HE COULD SEND
MORE_GREETINGS TO MORE“PEOPLE~MORE
CONVENTENTY, INADVERTENTLY, THE CHRISTMAS
CARD CAME INTO BEING - IT WAS A VERY POPULAR
IDEA THEN AND STILL IS. ONE OF THE MOST
EXTENSIVE LISTS OF CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
BELONGS TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES NUMBERING SOMEWHERE ovER 50,000
.gﬁm;§¢ THE APPEARANCE OF THE ANGEL WAS
| UDDEN, SNlEI1,ShEE$ NATURAL AND IT_SCARED
RDS! DoN'T PASS THIS EVENT OFF
TOO LIGHTLY - PLEASE REMEMBER THIS HAS
NEVER HAPPENED TO ANYONE WE KNOW - EVER!
(SOME FOLKS CLAIM TO HAVE TRAVELED TO OTHER
PLANETS ON SPACE SHIPS BUTWE'RE TALKING
o ABOUT REALITY NOT_FANTASY.!) NOTHING LIKE
| THIS HAD EVER NOR HAS EVER HAPPENED IN
| BETHELHEM. RuTH AND DAVID WERE FROM THIS
TOWN AND NOTHING HAD EVER HAPPENED LIKE THIS
| BEFORE., SIMPLY STATED IT WAS QQQD,,?QI_BAD
MEWS.. [T BROUGHT _JOY NOT SADNESS. LT WAS
THE STORY OF A SAVIOR AND NOT A SLAVE OWNER,
THE SHEPHERDS COULD NOT SUPPRESS THE DESIRE
TQ TELL OTHERS WHAT THEY HAD HEARD AND SEEN,
(COMMENTREGARDTNG WWW™ GREETINGS” A UNIQUE
GREETING! THERE ARE GROUPS OF GREETERS
TODAY : —

(l)~ BROKE. AND BROKEN. THE POET

SAID IT E THIS “CHRISTMAS IS A BITTER

_DAY_FOR PARENTS WHO ARE POOR, THE WISTFUL
OF CHILDREN ARE DAGGERS TO ENDUR

HOUGH SHOPS ARE CRAMMED WITH PLAY THINGS
ENOUGH FOR EVERYONE, IF THE PARENT'S PURSE
IS EMPTY THERE MIGHT AS WELL BE NONE. _l
S FULL OF MONEY BUT [ CANNOT BUY
"~ TQOY; ONLY A WREATH OF HOLLY FOR THE GRAVE OF

| y
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MY LITTLE BOY. IN THIS CONTEXT PERHAPS EVEN
THE BROKE HAVE SOMETHING TO BE THANKFUL FOR.

.-”-—-\
™ (2)— THOSE WHO ARE NOT HAPPY WITH
SO

THE SEASON"OFTEN FOUND AMONG SHOPPERS AND
6 \.ﬂék PARKERS WHO ARE CRANKS _IN THE CROWD.

T Gy G
= NO SEASON LIKE IT = SMILES,
)N’L/‘

HELPFUL, ~96YFUL, GLAD TO BE ALIVE.
/,67§§3 [11. IRST STl CAROL -
Luke 2:13-14

THE TEXT DOES NOT USE THE WORD SING BUT
WHAT THE MULTITUDE SAID WAS BOTH EXCITING
AND EDIFYING. FIRST ONE ANGEL, THEN AN

OF ANGELS OR HOST OF THEM JOINED IN
THE CHORUS. THE WORDS MAY HAVE BEEN SPOKEN

P AS IN A POEM OR SUNG AS IN A SONG BUT IT WAS

A MULTITUDE MAKING MUSIC AND IT WAS INDEED
MUSIC TO THE SHEPHERD'S EARS. WHO KNOWS IF
“THE ANGELS SANG SOPRANO, ALTO, _TENOR AND

. WHATEVER IT WAS IT WAS A GREAT
FESTIVAL OF PRAISE, A GLORIOUS SIGHT AND
SOUND FOR SIMPLE SHEPHERDS - SOMETHING THEY
NEVER GOT OVER OR FORGOT. BY THE WAY, A
CAROL MAY BE A DANCE ACCOMPANIED BY SONG OR
A JOYFUL SONG OR HYMN - ALL OF THE ABOVE,

[HE FIRST CHRISTMAS GIFIS - MATT. 2:11

THE KEY TO THIS PASSAGE IS THAT OF WORSHIP,

THEY WORSHIPPED HIM NOT HER. THE WISE MEN

CAME LATER, PERHAPS AS MUCH AS A YEAR LATER,

AFTER THE SHEPHERDS. [HEIR GIFTS WERE OF
m SYMBOLIC SIGNIFICANCE:

\;

(1) GOLD - THE METAL OF KINGS, WORTHY
EF ROYALTY. MATTHEW 1S THE GOSPEL OF THE
ING,

| -
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(2) FRANKINCENSE - A RESIN FROM A CERTAIN
TREE _USED IN MAKING PERFUME. [T SPOKE OF
THE SAVIOR'S FRAGRANT LIFE.

(3) MYRRH - A SPICE USED IN THE PROCESS
OF EMBALMING THE DEAD, A REFERENCE TO HIS
DEATH ON THE CROSS., I|HE WISEMEN GAVE HIM
THEIR FINEST GIFTS. [RONICALLY THEY GAVE
THESE GIFTS TO A BABY, SOMEONE WHO DIDNOT
RESPOND TO THEM WITH SPECIAL FAVORS. [HEY
GAVE IN FAITH BELIEVING THAT WHAT WAS SAID
ABOUT THE BABY WAS TRUE AND THEY GAVE THEIR

J@,BEST GIFTS TO HIM BECAUSE HE WAS WORTHY.

oy L ?
é

e

)

V. _THE FIRST CHRISTMAS | IGHTS <CMATT.
2:2, 9, 10)

THIS YEAR, INLOUR.MNEIGHBORHOOD.
BEEN AN EXPLOSION OF LIGHTS - EVERYWHERE
A FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS BLINKING, FLASHING,
EUNNlNﬁu AND WHATEVER EFSE LI

ﬂ "

(A BIBLE
PRINCIPLE - ACTS HEY WER

OF THE DAY - OR TECHNICALLY OF THE NIGHT!
THEY DEVOTED TIME TO THE STUDY OF THE SKY.
THIS INTEREST IN THE HEAVENS ALSO GAVE RISE
TO ANOTHER STUDY CALLED ASIRQLQOGY - A SYSTEM
OF SURERSTITION. NOT SANCTIONED BY SCRIPTURE

~NOR—NECESSARILY PRACTICED BY THESE MEN.

THEY WERE WISE ASTRONOMERS HONORABLY ENGAGED
IN THE BEST SCIENCE OF THEIR DAY. [ HAVE
TROUBLE ACCEPTING THE IDEA THAT THEY WERE

"HUDDLED OVER A HOROSCOPE!” ~ “HE WHO SEES

. STABLE.” ANY
RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE THAT DOES NOT GET MEN

To JESUS IS OF NO LASTING VALUE,
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VI. _THE FIRST CHRISTMAS RUSH - Luke 2:15-16

THE WORDS "NOW” AND "HASTE” ARE SIGNIFICANT.
PEOPLE WHO ARE IN NO HURRY OFTEN WIND UP
WITH NO HEAVEN. (ExpLAIN) _IHE SOONER

WILL B (%OMPARE (ke 18—ﬁﬁﬁ—fﬁtﬂﬂﬁﬁs4(¢?sz
EDIENCE IS THE SECREL TO BEING SAVED.

i el A P
TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGS., UT_THEY HAVE_NOT

ALET%%gigﬁ%%ﬁ§=QQ§ggL¢..." (Romans 10:16)

[1 S, I'/7-8 ARE VERSES SOME FOLK HAVE
CHOSEN TO IGNORE AND TO YOU WHO ARE TROQUBLED
REST WITH US, WHEN THE 1 ORD JESUS SHAI| BRE
REVEALED FROM HEAVEN WITH nIS MIGHTY ANGELS,
IN FLAMING FIRE TAKING _VENGEANCE QN THEM

(l\wHo KNOW NOT (GOD AND THAT QREY NOT THE(R
~ _(0SPEL_OF QUR | ORD JESuUS CHRIST WHO SHA

BE PUNISHED WITH EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION

FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD AND FROM THE

GLORY OF HIis POWER...” ONE MAY ANALYZE,

APOLOGIZE, CRITIZE, MINIMIZE THE REASON WHY

HE DOES NOT SEE CHRIST BUT IT IS ALL

WORTHLESS IN THE LIGHT OF ETERNITY. NEW

BABIES CREATE A SENSE OF EXCITEMENT AND

URGENCY IN MOST HOMES. WHEN THEY ARE BORN,

CASUAL IS OUT AND_ggééég 1s IN! THERE IS NO

RECORD THAT THE INN KEEPER KNEW OR DID

ANYTHING ABOUT THE BIRTH OF JEsus. PEOPLE

MAY KNOW ABOUT JESUS, SYMPATHIZE WITH HIS

CAUSE AND STILL BE LOST. [HE WORD "HASTE”

IN THE TEXT IS HIGHLY SIGNIFICANT.

(ExpLAIN)
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WHY JESUS CAME

THE PURPOSE FOR LIVING IS A PERPLEXING PROBLEM
FOR MANY PEOPLE ON THIS PLANET. WHERE DID MAN

COME FROM? IS HE HERE? MHERE IS HE GOING?

THESE THREE QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN THE BASIS FOR
—MANY BOOKS, EXPLORATION IS SEEKING TO

FIND ANSWERS TOO. AND _FULFILLED

HIS PURPOSE ON EARTH.

BUNDANT

g m el D TO SHE P WHO GRAZE IN THE
SHEPHERD'S PASTURE . .ENEMIQ LIFE IS LINKED TO

SWINE EATING AT THE TROUGHS OF SELFISH PLEASURE,
IN THIS CHAPTER, THE GREAT SHEPHERD GAVE HIs
LIFE FOR US IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT GIVE HIs

LIFE TO US. IN OTHER WORDS, THE (GOD WHO MADE
MAN KNOWS WHAT IT TAKES TO MAKE LIFE WORTHWHILE
FOR HIM,
THAT GOD IS.A
REALITY THE

TO REDEE& THEM!
(2) Luke 19:10 - THE WORD LOST IN THE TEXT IS
THE SAME WORD AS TROY IN JoHN 10:10 AND
"PERISH"” IN JOHN %:iG AND JoHn 10:28,

(3) MATTHEW 1:21, MATTHEW 9:13.:°WM‘£
I. HE CAME TO RADIATE LIGHT — N 1:4,5,9

JOHN SPOKE OF JESUS IN TERMS OF LIGHT.

(1) JoHN 3:19-21 - MEN WHO ARE SPIRITUALLY
BLIND HATE SPIRITUAL LIGHT. IHEY ARE NOT
PASSIVE BUT PASSIONATE IN THIS HATRED!

\ 4
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(2) Joun 8:12, 12:35-36 - THESE STATEMENTS OF
JESUS ARE EITHER_IRUE OR THEY ARE WORDS_OF A
cko! WHEN JESUS APPEARED TO SAUL OF TARSUS
WAS IN A LIGHT FROM HEAVEN THAT GOT HIS
ATTENTION IMMEDIATELY' (11 B-

HAVE BEEN UNAB TO OVER

LIGHT THEW A8 s

THERE ARE VAT RS

BUT THAT LIGHT g8 CERTAINLY REVEALED IR
CONSCIENCE, THE BIBLE.

II. HE CAME TO REVEAL GOD - Joun 1:18

STUDENTS OF THE GOSPEL OF JOHN HAVE STUDIED
THE VARIANT READING OF THE WORD SON. FEARLY
COPTES OF SCRIPTURE WERE MADE IN A SCRIPTORIUM
WHERE OEE.READER AND SEVERAL WRITERS. [|HE WORD
SON IS o 2 . |HE WORD FOR GOD IS

. "THE TWO READINGS ARE OF EQUAL
ANTIQUI v (WEscotT) THE NASV PuTs GoD
IN THE TEXT AND SON IN THE MARGIN - UNDERSCOR-
ING AND EMPHASIZING THE Y oF CH I In
THE OLD TESTAMENT, ANYONE WHO SAID: ﬁ[ HAVE
SEEN GOD" REALLY HADN T THEY MAY HAVE SEEN

1.

SOMETHING, BUT THAT _WAS NQT THE
SOMEONE KNOWN AS GOD. . GOD Is
INVISIBLE, HOW COULD OSES, JACOF SAIAH
DECLARE THEY HAD SEEN Gop? i 0D
PERMITTED:

A FEW PEOPLE Lm,,ifhpLD TESTAMENT

TO SEE ALM : _ 5 BUT NOT
THEY SAW Y "PLACE WHERE
WELT, BUT NOT Himl BLE SPOKE OF

Gop”"S HANDS, ARMS, FEET.AND.EYES. BUT THESE WERE
f@ﬁrﬁﬁsEdems_gR WAYS _OF REVEALING THE_INFINITE
ey TE_BEINGS. THAT IS, AN INVISIBLE
MAY MANIFEST HIMSELF IN A VISIBLE FORM,

T
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ForR EXAMPLE, THE HoLY SPIRIT DESCENDED UPON

JESUS IN THE BODILY FORM OF A DOVE. THE PHRASE
~ w IS A REFERENCE TO THE

UNTQUENESS OF JESUS CHRIST. ANGELS, ADAM,

AND BELIEVERS ARE ALL CALLED SONS OF (oD.

HoweVER, CHRIST ALONE IS UNIQUE - THAT IS THE

ONE AND ONLY SON LIKE HIMSELF, THE WORD BOSOM

WAS USED IN HEBREW TO SPEAK OF JINTIMACY. THE

WORD DECLARED IS A COMPOUND GREEK WORD MADE

UP OF EX WHICH MEANS OUT QR OUT OF AND_AGO WHICH

MEANS TO LEAD OR BRING., [HE ENGLISH WORD

EXEGESI§-COMES FROM THIS TERM. IT LITERALLY

MEANS TO BRING TO VISIBILITY. FOR SOME

PREACHERS PREACHING LITERALLY MEANS TO "EXIT

JEsus!” HOWEVER, IN THE PURE SENSE OF THE

TERM IT REFERS TO THE SHEDDING LIGHT ON A TEXT

OF SCRIPTURE, TO BRING TRUTH TO THE SURFACE,

TO MAKE IT CLEAR SO PEOPLE MAY UNDERSTAND THE
JESus CHRIST REVEALED OR

-~ MEANING_OF THE BIBLE. . J
BROUGHTGOD TO VISIBILITY SO MEN MIGHT LOOK UPON
E LIKE AND STILL LIVE.

0D._AND. KNOW WHAT

JoHN 14:9) SOMEONE HAS USED THE ILLUSTRATION

F AN ELECTRICAL TRANSFORMER. [T IS AN
APPARATUS FOR TRANSFORMING ELECTRICAL CURRENT
FROM HIGH TO A LOW POTENTIAL WITHOUT CHANGING
THE CURRENT ENERGY. ONE MIGHT SAY THAT IN THE
INCARNATION, JEsus CHRIST “STEPPED DOWN” His
DIETY SO TO SPEAK WHEN HE TOOK UPON HIM A HUMAN
BODY BUT IT IN NO WAY CHANGED HIM IN ESSENCE
AND BEING. —IN JESUS CHRIST, THE GOD WHO SEEMED
DISTANTI TO MEN, CAME NEAR. _IHE _GOD WHO WAS
INVISIBLE BECAME VISIBLE. [HE GOD WHO SEEMED

UNAPPROACHABLE WAS_APPROACHABLE. (HEB. 4:16)
I11. HE CAME TO RESIDE AMONG MEN - Joun 1:14

Vo Y
/ﬂ'MOTHER ONCE TOLD HER CHILD WHO WAS AFRAID TO
SLEEP IN A ROOM BY HIMSELF: "“THERE IS NOTHING
TO FEAR OF THE DARK BESIDES THE ANGELS ARE
NEAR YOU.” THE CHILD ANSWERED THAT HE DIDN'T
WANT TO SEE ANGELS OR EVEN CARE IF THEY WERE

N A
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NEAR. "I WANT SOMEONE WITH SKIN ON HIS_FACE.”/
INCARNATION, (GOD BECAME A MAN. THE
2 MONG US“ LITERALLY MEANS TO

TE OR PITCH A IENT. JUST AS THE
: IN THE OLD TESTAMENT WAS A TENT
iﬂgiﬁﬂeﬁgﬁﬁBOL OR MATERIAL PRESENCE OF GOD
DWELLING IN THE MIDST OF HIS PEOPLE, SO CHRIST
"ABERNACLED OR DWELT AMONG MEN. HE STORY IS
TOLD OF A FATHER AND SON WHO WERE WALKING ALONG
THE ROAD AND AS THEY DID SO, THE FATHER CARRIED
A WALKING STICK IN HIS HAND., [HE SON ASKED IF
HE MIGHT CARRY THE CANE FOR A WHILE. HE
PROMPTLY BEGAN HITTING STONES AND BUSHES,
WHACKING HIS WAY ALONG THE PATH. AS THEY LEFT
THE ROAD AND WALKED ACROSS AN OPEN MEADOW,
THE BOY SPOTTED AN EMPTY BIRD'S NEST ONLY TO
DISCOVER THAT THE -SMALL BIRDS IN THE NEST HAD
_ BEEN KILLED. THE BOY WAS SAD AND EXPRESSED
.  HIS CONCERN_BUT WAS POWERLESS TO DO ANYTHING
ABOUT IT. THE FATHER REMINDED THE SON THAT IT
WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR A BOY TO EXPRESS HIS GRIEF
TO A MOTHER BIRD BECAUSE HUMAN BEINGS CANNOT
COMMUNICATE WITH BIRDS THAT WAY. [N ORDER TO
DO SO, ONE WOULD HAVE TO BECOME=A=BIRD HIMSEEF !
"IN THE INCARNATION, THE SON OF MAN BECAME
A MAN TO ENABLE MEN TO BECOME SONS OF Gop."”
(C S. LEwWIS)

IV. HE CAME TO RESCUE SINFUL MEN - Joun 1:29

THE worDS ” " WERE FAMILIAR TO JEWS.
THE STORY O AND THE BLOOD OF THE
LAMB SACRIFICE TO P THE FAMILY FROM DEATH

WAS A WELL-KNOWN STORY AMONG HEBREWS. TWENTY
NINE TIMES IN THE Book oF REVELATION, JOHN USED
/™  THE WORD LAMB TO FOCUS THE MINDS AND ATTENTION
OF HIS READERS UPON THE CENTRAL THEME OF THE
BIBLE - NAMELY, THE DEATH OF CHRIST ON THE
CROSS. IHERE IS NO HELP OR HOPE FOR MANKIND
APART FROM THE BLOOD OF CHRIST. ACCORDING

4
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TO THE TEXT, HE "TAKETH THE SIN OF THE WORID,”

THE CROSS AND THE BLOOD OF CHRIST ARE THE ONLY

BASES FOR FORGIVENESS AND CLEANSING. IHIS

PHRASE SPEAKS OF SUBSTITUION AND EXPIATION.

THE QUESTION ISAAc ASKED HIS FATHER IN

GENESIS 22:/ - "WHERE 1S THE LAMB?” wAsS
ANSWERED FOR EVERYONE, EVERYWHERE AT CALVARYT

V. HE CAME TO RECEIVE ALL WHO WILL RECEIVE
HIM - Joun 1:12

@ ALL MEN ARE ALREADY THE CHILDREN
OF GOD, WHY WOULD JOHN ASK US_TQ BECOME SOME-
THING WE ALREADY ARE? (GAL, 3:26) THE Two
PRIMARY WORDS FOR POWER IN THE BIBLE ARE
WHICH SPEAKS OF AUTHORITY AND

., " WHICH SPEAKS OF ABILITY. [|HE WORD

BECOME” IN THE TEXT IS A WORD THAT SUGGESTS
BIRTH, (IT 18 THE WORD GENNAOO., [T IS TRANS-
LATED IN JouN 3:3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 IT 1s ALSO
USED IN JOHN 16:21 TRANSLATED DELIVERED, A
REFERENCE TO BIRTH. IN ORDER TO HAVE LIFE,
ONE MUST HAVE BIRTH. ISRAEL DID NOT WELCOME
JESUS TO HIS LAND. _ SO MANY DO NOT WELCOME
Him To THEIR LIFE. THE 6IST OF 1:11 IS THAT
JESUS CAME TO HIS OWN THINGS - NEUTER GENDER.,
THE SECOND OWN REFERS TO PEOPLE AND IS IN THE
MASCULINE GENDER. [|HE VERSE STATES THAT JESUS
CAME INTO THE WORLD WHICH HE OWNED BY VIRTUE
OF CREATION AND HIS OWN PEOPLE, THE JEWS, DID
NOT WELCOME HiM. IT IS MUCH LIKE AN OWNER
~ BEING EVICTED FROM HIS OWN PROPERTY! ACCORDING
TO THIS VERSE, MEN MUST BELIEVE BEFORE THEY
BECOME., ACCORDING TO VERSE I% JOHN SPEAKS OF
THREE WRONG ROADS TO RIGHTEOUSNESS:

(1) PARENTS - A REFERENCE TO PHYSICAL BIRTH
AND SPIRITUAL BIRTH IN TWO DIFFERENT REALMS.
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(2) ProerRESS - FLESH CAN ONLY PRODUCE FLESH.
PROGRESS 1S NOT RIGHTEOUSNESS. A PERSON MIGHT
PUT ON A POLECEMAN'S UNIFORM - THAT DOES NOT
MAKE HIM A POLICEMAN, A PERSON MIGHT STAND IN
A_GARAGE BUT THAT DOES NOT MAKE HIM A CAR, HE
MAY SIT IN A PEW AT _CHURCH, THAT DOES NOT MAKE
HIM A CHRISTIAN,

(3) Peorug - THIS 1S A REFERENCE TO RELIGIOUS
PEOPLE AND RELIGIOQUS ~Reski&S. ACCORDING TO
REveLATION 3:10, JESUS KNOCKS AT THE DOOR OF OUR
LIFE AND THE WAY TO BE SPIRITUALLY BORN IS TO
INVITE HIM IN. JUST AS WHEN SOMEONE KNOCKS AT
OUR DOOR, THERE ARE TWO ANSWERS - COME IN OR

GO AWAY.
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RoBerT K. SPRADLING  DEceMBER 21, 1986

CHRISTMAS FEELINGS

ONE POPULAR CHRISTMAS SONG SAYS OF THIS
SEASON, ..."IN THE AIR THERE'S A FEELING

OF CHRISTMAS.,” MUCH OF WHAT IS IMPORTANT
TO US ABOUT CHRISTMAS HAS TO DO WITH HOW

WE FEEL ABOUT CHRISTMAS. FOR SOME,
CHRISTMAS IS A TIME OF SADNESS. FOR OTHERS
IT IS A TIME OF GLADNESS. TODAY, LET US
EXAMINE SOME OF THE FEELINGS REFLECTED IN
THE BIBLE ABOUT THE FIRST CHRISTMAS.

" 51, THE SURPRISE OF CHRISTMAS - Luke 1:34

(RELATE THE STORY TOLD TO ME BY LEHMAN
STRAUSS OF HIS SUGGESTION TO ELSIE THAT
THEY HELP A WORTHY PERSON AT CHRISTMAS.

HE ASKED HER IF SHE WOULD PREPARE CHRISTMAS
DINNER FOR THIS UNKNOWN PERSON AND FAMILY.
[T HAD BEEN HER UNDERSTANDING THAT HER
CHILDREN - TWO BOYS AND THEIR FAMILIES
COULD NOT BE_AT THE STRAUSS HOME FOR
CHRISTMAS. THIS WAS ALL SET UP BY LEHMAN
AND THE SURPRISE WAS REVEALED AT DINNER
WHEN HER TWO SONS AND THEIR FAMILIES CAME
INDEED TO HELP A WORTHY PERSON AT

CHRISTMAS - ELSIE STRAUSS.) MARY WAS
STARTLED AND AMAZED AT THE NEWS THAT SHE
WAS BOTH INVOLVED AND INDEED THE INSTRUMENT
OF THE INCARNATION! How COULD SUCH A THING
HAPPEN TO HER? AS A MATTER OF FACT, SHE
WAS AN UNMARRIED GIRL AND THIS WHOLE EVENT
BROUGHT HER INTO PUBLIC DISGRACE. SHE WAS
ASTONISHED AT THE DOCTRINE OF THE VIRGIN
BIRTH JUST AS MANY ARE TODAY. IT WAS A
BIBLE MIRACLE TO SAY THE LEAST. HOWEVER,
THE DOCTRJINE IS VITAL AND UNDERSTANDABLE
BECAUSE(ﬁ?(}mIST WERE SINLESS AS THE BIBLE
SAYS HE YS, THE VIRGIN BIRTH WAS A MUST
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FOR WITHOUT IT A SINLESS PERSON COULD NOT
ExIST! (EXPLAIN IN THE LIGHT oF RoMans 5:12)

(A) THE APPEARANCE OF THE ANGEL GABRIEL -
Luke 1:26

(ONE CAN TELL SOMETHING OF THE IMPORTANCE OF
AN EVENT BY THE PEOPLE WHO ATTEND! WE
LEARN SOMETHING OF HEAVEN'S EVALUATION

AND ESTIMATION OF THIS EVENT BY THE PRESENCE
OF THE ANGEL GABRIEL. IHE LAST TIME WE

SAW THIS GREAT PERSON WAS IN THE BOOK OF
DanieL, 600 YEARS BEFORE JESUS WAS RORN!

HE HADN'T CHANGED ONE BIT IN ALL THAT TIME,
HE WAS STILL A REVEALER OF GREAT TRUTHS.
(ExpLAaIn DaniEL 8:16, 9:21) As A MATTER

QF FACT, THERE ARE MORE REFERENCES TO
GABRIEL IN THIS CHAPTER THAN ANYWHERE ELSE
IN THE ENTIRE BIBLE WHICH SHOULD SPEAK OF
THE GRAVITY OF THIS MOMENT. WE READ AROUT
THESE EVENTS IN SCRIPTURE AS IF THEY

HAPPEN EVERY DAY. WE SHOULD LEARN HOW
IMPORTANT THIS EVENT MUST BE TO OUR PLANET
TO SEE HOW INVOLVED HEAVEN WAS IN ITS
HAPPENING. [T ALSO TELLS US SOMETHING ABOUT
MARY. TODAY IF SUCH AN EVENT WOULD HAPPEN
TO A PERSON THEY WOULD GET ON TELEVISION
TALK SHOWS, WRITE BOOKS SUCH AS “GABBING

WITH GABRIEL”, ATTEMPT TO MAKE A GREAT DEAL
OF MONEY ou%‘ﬁF*sucu\EXENTs. THIS WAS NOT
MARY'S NATURE OR WAYT~ * 4, el O Alua

P awrag Y -

(B) THE DECLARATION OF MARY'S FAVOR
WITH Gop - Luke 1:28

THE THREE SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS ABOUT MARY
SPEAK OF HER HESSSEmsy CHARACTER, NOTICE
THE HIGH PRAISE HEAPED UPON THIS HEBREW
GIRL BY AN ANGEL WHO STANDS IN THE PRESENCE

oF Gop!
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(C) THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF MESSIAH'S BIRTH! -
Luke 1:35

MARY, LIKE YOU AND ME, DID NOT UNDERSTAND
EVERYTHING ABOUT THE DOCTRINE OF THE VIRGIN
BIRTH, SHE ONLY BELIEVED THAT IT WAS TRUE
AND THAT IT WOULD HAPPEN JUST AS THE ANGEL
SAID., [T WAS A SUPERNATURAL EVENT CONTRARY
TO THE COURSE OF NATURE IN THAT JESUS WAS
DIVINELY CONCEIVED THROUGH A SPECIAL MINISTRY
OF THE HoLy SPIRIT. APPLICATION: LIKE
MARY, BELIEVERS ARE OFTEN SURPRISED AT THE
PRESENCE OF THE LORD IN HUMAN EVENTS. WE
ARE OFTEN SURPRISED AT GOD'S WORKING AND
WONDER IN OUR LIVES.

II. THE EXCITEMENT OF CHRISTMAS -
Luke 2:13

IN A WORLD WHERE EVERYTHING SEEMS TO GET
BIGGER AND BETTER WITH THE PASSING OF TIME,
IT TAKES MORE AND MORE TO GET FOLKS EXCITED
AT CHRISTMAS. FOR EXAMPLE, SOME OF YoOU

CAN REMEMBER WHEN A WAGON, OR BIKE, OR.DOLL
WAS ENOUGH TO MAKE CHRISTMAS VERY SPECIAL
AND VERY WONDERFUL IN THE LIFE OF A
YOUNGSTER. | HAVE HEARD MY GRANDPARENTS
SPEAK OF AN ORANGE, OR STICK OF PEPPERMINT
CANDY AS A SPECIAL TREAT AT CHRISTMASTIME -
AND THERE WAS NOTHING ELSE. |HE BIBLE GIVES
INDICATION OF SOME VERY EXCITING THINGS THAT
HAPPENED ON THAT FIRST CHRISTMAS:

(A) THE EXCITEMENT OF THE HEAVENLY HOSTS -
Luke 2:13-14

THE TEXT DOES NOT SAY THAT THIS GREAT ARMY
OF HEAVENLY BEINGS COMPOSED A CHOIR OR THAT
THEY SANG A CANTATA BUT WHATEVER THESE
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HEAVENLY VISITORS DID, IT WAS WITH GREAT
ADORATION AND PRAISE TO GoD. THEY UNDER-
STOOD WHAT MANY EARTH DWELLERS MISSED,
NAMELY, THAT GOD WAS COMING TO EARTH TO LIVE
AND MEN SHOULD PREPARE FOR HIS COMING.,
CANNOT IMAGINE ANGELS ANNOUNCING SUCH
SHATTERING EARTH-CHANGING NEWS IN A DULL,
CASUAL, QUIET WAY. SOMETHING GREAT WAS
GOING TO HAPPEN AND THEY DECLARED THAT FACT
WITH GREAT ENTHUSIASM AND VIGOR. AFTER
ALL, WOULDN'T YOU EXPECT SOMEONE TO GET
EXCITED ABOUT A VISITOR OR VISITORS FROM
ANOTHER PLANET WHO ARE GOING TO RESIDE ON
EARTH! — 277 /

(B) THE EXCITEMENT OF THE SHEPHERDS -
Luke 2:8,16-20

My FRIEND WARREN WIERSBE SAYS THAT THIS IS
THE FIRST RECORDED “CHRISTMAS RUSH.” WE
ARE AUTHORITIES ON UNDERSTANDING HOW NEW
BARIES CREATE EXCITEMENT IN A HOME, BUT
THIS ONE ABOVE ALL! THE EXCITEMENT OF THE
FIRST CHRISTMAS WAS OVER EVENTS WHICH HAD
ENORMOUS SPIRITUAL IMPORTANCE. BECAUSE THE
PARTICIPANTS WERE CONSCIOUS OF THE GLORY

OF GOD MORE THAN THE GLORY OF MEN,

[T, THE HOSTILITYE CHRISTMAS -
MATTHEW 2:16= > " =

To sAY THAT HErROD WAS THE FIRST "ScRooGE”

IS A GROSS UNDERSTATEMENT. IT IS INCREDIBLE
THAT A KING LIKE HEROD WOULD BE SO TROUBLED
AT THE NEWS OF A BABY'S BIRTH IN A REMOTE
STABLE IN BETHLEHEM. HoOwEVER, HEROD'S
PARANOIA ABOUT HIS POSITION WOULD TOLERATE
NO THREATS OR RIVALS EVEN THE THREAT OF

AN INFANT. HIS AGITATION AND PERPLEXITY
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TRIGGERED A REACTION IN ALL OF JERUSALEM,
HEROD CAME TO PALESTINE AS A BUILDER,
GENEROUS IN HIS ATTITUDE TOWARD THE JEWS
BUT HE WOULD KILL TO GET HIS WAY, HISTORY
RECORDS THAT HE WAS INSANELY SUSPICIOUS
OF ANYONE WHO APPEARED TO BE A THREAT TO
HIS POWER AND THE OLDER HE BECAME THE
WORSE HE BECAME. HE MURDERED HIS WIFE,
MOTHER AND THREE SONS. ONE HISTORIAN
RECORDS : IT"WAS SAFER TO BE HErROD'S PIG
THAN HIS SON.” THERE IS A SENSE IN WHICH
HEROD WAS AFRAID THAT JESUS MIGHT INTERFERE
IN SOME WAY ON HIS COMFORTABLE LIFESTYLE
AND HE WAS PREPARED TO GO TO ANY LENGTHS
TO PRESERVE IT. HE THEREFORE ADOPTED A
POLICY TO GET RID OF JESUS EVEN IF IT MEANT
INFLICTING SORROW AND GRIEF ON THOUSANDS
OF OTHER PEOPLE., BY THE WAY, WHEN ONE
EXAMINES THE DECREE OF HEROD HIS RUTHLESS
NATURE MAY BE SEEN IN THE FACT THAT HE SLEW
ALL CHILDREN TWO YEARS AND UNDER, NOT JUST
MALES! HEROD REPRESENTED THEN AND NOW
THE PERSON OF THIS WORLD WHO WANTS TO GET
AT ANY PRICE. HE MAY DO SO
IN TH OF PLURALISM, FAIRNESS AND
FREEDOM BUT IN FACT FAILS TO RECOGNIZE
THAT HE WOULD HAVE NO FREEDOM AT ALL WERE
IT NOT FOR JESUS. IN OUR TIME IT SEEMS AS
IF THE PHILOSOPHY IS "GOVERNMENT AGAINST
Gop” BUT IT IS NOT A NEW IDEA, IT IS AS
OLD AS BABEL AND PHAROAH AND AS NEW AS
THE ACLU. As A MATTER OF FACT, MARY AND
JOSEPH WERE NO DIFFERENT FROM THE Hike
GOVERNMENT'S POINT OF VIEW THAN MoSES
PARENTS FOR THEY SOUGHT TO PRESERVE THE
LIFE OF THEIR YOUNG SON THROUGH THE CRUEL
DECREE OF A HEATHEN KING., ACCORDING TO
Luke 2:19, WE LEARN THAT_"HEROD DIED,”
AccoRDING TO HEBREwS 9:27,HEROD HAS MET
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ONE OF TWO APPOINTMENTS WHICH ALL MEN, IF
THE LORD SHOULD TARRY, MUST MEET AND THEY
WILL KEEP BOTH = DEATH AND JUDGMENT. IT
IS MY FEELING THAT THIS TROUBLED EMOTION
ABOUT JESUS HAS NOT CHANGED A GREAT DEAL
EVEN IN OUR TIMES. [T MAY NOT BE COUCHED
IN THE VIOLENCE OF YESTERYEAR BUT MEN
ARE TROUBLED WHEN THEY HEAR ABOUT JESUS
BECAUSE THEY KNOW HE WILL CHANGE THEIR
LIVES FOREVER. IHEREFORE, IF THEY GO TO
A CHURCH AND MEET PEOPLE WHO TALK ABOUT
JESUS AND A CHANGED LIFESTYLE THEY ARE
TROUBLED AND OFTEN JUST SIMPLY DON’'T PLAN
TO BE AROUND FOLKS WHO TALK THAT WAY.
IF YOU ARE PLEASED WITH YOUR CURRENT LIFE-
STYLE, THENLJESUS IS NOT FOR_YOU,

T NDIEFEX.erce
IV, THE INDIFFERENCE OF CHRISTMAS -

MATTHEW 2:4-6

THE FOCUS OF INDIFFERENCE TO CHRIST IS
HEADED UP IN TWO PEOPLE OR CLASSES OF
PEOPLE:

(A) RELIGIOUS INDIFFERENCE

THE PRIESTS AND SCRIBES KNEW WHAT THE

OLD TESTAMENT SAID ABOUT MESSIAH, YET WITH
THEIR INTELLECTUAL KNOWLEDGE OF FACTS

ABOUT HIM, THEIR_HEARTS AND LIVES REMAIN -
ED UNCHANGED, [HEY LIVED JUST SIX MILES
FROM WHERE JESUS WAS BORN BUT MADE NO
ATTEMPT TO INQUIRE ABOUT HIM! THEY WERE
HAPPY WITH THEIR RELIGIOUS LIFE AND THEREFORE
DID NOT TAKE THE NEWS OF JESUS' BIRTH
SERIOUSLY. RELIGION IS LIKE THAT, IT KEEPS
PEOPLE FROM Gop! [T 1S POSSIBLE TO HAVE
THE RIGHT ANSWERS ABOUT CERTAIN DOCTRINES
AND THE WRONG ATTITUDE TOWARD CHRIST,
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[T 1S POSSIBLE TO QUOTE VERSES AND KNOW

THE LANGUAGE OF EVEN FUNDAMENTAL CHURCHES
AND BE RELIGIOUS AND LOST., I[N THIS
INSTANCE, THE RELIGIOUS TRAINING AND RITUAL
OF THE PRIESTS BECAME AN OBSTACLE TO KEEP
THEM FROM Gop's CHRIST.

(B) CoMMERICIAL INDIFFERENCE - LUKE 2:7

THE INNKEEPER HAD NO SYMPATHY FOR AN
EXPECTANT MOTHER WHO HAD TRAVELED MANY
MILES AND WAS BONE TIRED. SHE GOT THE

SAME TREATMENT AS THE ANIMAL UPON WHICH SHE
HAD RIDDEN! | WONDER IF SOME HIGH ROMAN
OFFICIAL HAD BEEN TRAVELING THROUGH THE
COUNTRY IF THERE WOQULD HAVE BEEN A ROOM

IN THE INN FOR HIM? THE INNKEEPER REPRESENTS
A CLASS OF PEOPLE_WHQ TREAT-REQRIE | IKE
ANIMALS OR IN SOME CASES HAVE MORE CONCERN
FOR_ANIMALS. (CIHERE ARE SOME FOLKS WHO
HAVE MORE REGARD FOR THE CATS THAN FOR

THE KIDS.) MARY WAS NOT EVER TREATED AS

A CUSTOMER BUT AS_AN ANIMAL - THIS SEEMS
HARSH BUT TRUE. THE STABLE WAS GOOD ENOUGH
FOR MARY - AND IN A SENSE GOOD ENOUGH FOR
Gobp’s SON, THE KING OF THE JEWS - AN
INCREDIBLE ATTITUDE,

V. THE EXPECTATION OF CHRISTMAS
(A) SiMeoN - Luke 2:25

THE WORD SIMEON MEANS "ONE WHO HEARS.” IN

A TIME IN [SRAEL'S HISTORY WHEN THE RELIGIOUS
WORLD HAD LITTLE VITAL CONTACT WITH GoD AND
HAD SETTLED DOWN TO A LIFE OF EMPTY RITUAL,
HERE IS A MAN WHO WAS SPIRITUAL IN NATURE

AND WHOSE SATISFACTION_IN LIFE CAME FROM
SPIRITUAL REALITIES! THE MESSIANIC HOPE
LIVED IN HIS HEART. HE WAS LIVING IN
JERUSALEM, THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING, THE
PLACE WHERE (GOD HAD SAID THE MESSIANIC HOPE

A
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WOULD REST. FOR THAT REASON, SIMEON WAS

ON THE SPOT WHEN Gop BROUGHT His Son To
EARTH. SIMEON’S SPIRITUALITY IS FURTHER
ILLUSTRATED BY HIS DWELLING IN THE TEMPLE.
[T WAS THE TIME WHEN TEMPLE ATTENDANCE

WAS LOW AND IN LARGE MEASURE PEOPLE HAD
ABANDONED THE HOUSE OF GoD. SIMEON REMAINED
STEADFAST AND EXPECTING, IRRESPECTIVE OF
PEOPLE AND CIRCUMSTANCES AROUND HIM.

(B) ANNA - Luke 2:36

THE STORY OF ANNA IS SAD AT THE OUTSET.
SHE WAS A WOMAN WHO HAD KNOWN THE LOSS OF
HER HUSBAND EARLY IN HER MARRIED LIFE.
INSTEAD OF BECOMING BITTER AND REBELLIOUS
TOWARD GOD OR LETTING HER CIRCUMSTANCES
IN LIFE WRECK HER FAITH, THIS WOMAN'S
FAITH HAD CONTINUED TO GROW. SHE WAS A
WOMAN WHO HAD GROWN GRACEFUL WITH AGE AND
WHOSE SPIRITUALITY HAD DEEPENED WITH
TIME. SHE, T0O, STAYED NEAR THE HOUSE OF
Gop. WHAT THESE TWO WANTED MOST OF ALL
WAS TO SEE JESUS BEFORE THEY DIED. (oD
HONORED AND ANSWERED THAT REQUEST, EIR
LIVES REMIND US THAT NO PERSON IS READY

TO DIE UNTIL HE SEES JEsus! <
B2
o




RoBERT K. SPRADLING DECEMBER 22, 1985
MORNING

THE EMOTIONS OF CHRISTMAS

P N

MoST OF OUR EMOTIONS AT CHRISTMAS ARE
|~QQM£QBELHQ IN NATURE. HOME, FAMILY, FRIENDS,
FIRE, FOOD AND FUN ALONG WITH CHRISTMAS TREES,
CAROLS, GIFTS AND BONUSES ALL REFLECT THE
TRUTH THAT CHRISTMAS IS THE FAVORITE TIME
OF THE YEAR FOR MANY IF NOT MOST PEOPLE.
o2, HOWEVER, CHRISTMAS IS ALSO A TIME OF JCONELICT-
EMOTIONS, PEOPLE BUY GIFTS FOR OTHER
PEOPLE WHOM THEY SCARCELY KNOW OR MAY NOT
LIKE, WITH MONEY THEY DO.NOT HAVE TO IMPRESS
PEOPLE WHO DON'T REALLY CARE. | HAVE NEVER
UNDERSTOOD THE SYMBOLISM BEHIND THE GIFT OF
A BILLFOLD AT CHRISTMAS FOR DAD - HE HAS
NOTHING TO PUT IN IT! For soME, CHRISTMAS
& 1S A TIME OF.CRYING. (ComPARE Mrs. ELLIOTT.)

“ 1. CHRISTMAS IS A TIME WHEN SOME ARE TROUBLED-
MATTHEW 2:2

[T IS AMAZING THAT A KING LIKE HEBOD WOULD
BE TROUBLED AT THE NEWS OF A BABY'S BIRTH IN
A REMOTE STABLE IN BETHLEHEM. HISTORY
RECORDS THAT, WAS PARANOID ABOUT HIS
POSITION. HE WOULD TOLERATE NO RIVALS OR
THREATS TO HIS POWER, NOT EVEN THE THREAT
OF AN INFANT. HIS AGITATION, PERPLEXITY
AND CONCERN TRIGGERED A REACTION IN ALL OF
FOR THEY FEARED HIS VIOLENT TEMPER

AND REPRESSIVE MEASURES. HEROD HAD NO
INTENTION OF WORSHIPPING JESUS, HIS OBJECTIVE
WAS TO KILL HiM., HEROD'S REPUTATION WAS

. WELL KNOWN. HE CAME TO PALESTINE AS A
BUILDER, GENEROUS IN HIS ATTITUDE TOWARD
THE JEWS BUT WOULD KILL TO GET HIS WAY.
HISTORY RECORDS THAT HE WAS INSANELY
SUSPICIOUS OF ANYONE WHO APPEARED TO BE A
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THREAT TO HIS POSITION AND POWER AND THE
OLDER HE BECAME THE WORSE HE BECAME. HE
MURDERED HIS WIFE, MOTHER AND THREE SONS.
UNE HISTORIAN SAID: “IT IS SAFER TO BE
HEROD'S PIG THAN HIS S OD WAS AFRAID

8 M - K

GO_TOANY L ENGIH TO PRESERVE IT. AS A
MATTER OF FACT, HE WOULD KILL TO PRESERVE
HIS STATION IN LIFE. IHIS TROUBLED EMOTION
ABOUT JESUS HAS NOT CHANGED A GREAT DEAL,
EVEN IN OUR TIME. MAYBE IT IS NOT AS STEEPED
IN VIOLENCE BUT THE EMOTION IS THERE NEVER-
THE LESS. MEN ARE TROUBLED WHEN THEY HEAR
ABOUT JESUS BECAUSE THEY KNOW HE WILL CHANGE
THEM FOREVER. [HEREFORE, IF THEY GO TO A
CHURCH OR MEET PEOPLE WHO TALK ABOUT CHRIST
AND A CHANGED LIFESTYLE, THEY ARE DEEPLY
TROUBLED AND WILL FIND A PLACE WHERE JES
IS NOT PROMINENT. AS A MATTER OF FACT,
YOU ARE PLEASED WITH YOUR C E
U. HOWEVER, PLEASE
KEEP IN MIND THA HAVING TURNED
AND AW »  PRIOR TO HIS
DEATH, HE HAD SEVERAL PROMINENT ClVIC
QEELCIALS IMPRISONED WITH THE DECREE THAT
UPON HEROD'S DEATH THEY WERE TO BE EXECUTED.,
H1s REASON, HE WANTED PEOPLE TO CRY, SHED
TEARS AT HIS DEATH AND REALIZING THEY WOULD
NOT CRY OUT OF SYMPATHY FOR HIM HE MANU-
FACTURED A SITUATION TO EVOKE SORROW AT HIS

DEATH - AN INCREDIBLY CRUEL AND-EQOQLISH
GESTURE.

[I. CHRISTMAS IS A TIME WHEN SOME ARE PUZZLED-
MATTHEW 1:18-19; Luke 1:34, 2:19

A, JosePH - MATTHEwW 1:18-19

JOSEPH WAS A REMARKABLE MAN. FACED WITH
SLANDEROUS GOSSIP AND SOCIAL DISGRACE HE TOOK

A
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STEPS TO SPARE MARY FROM PUBLIC DISGRACE
BEFORE THE COURTS. (IT wouLD BE HARD TO
DISGRACE SOMEONE PUBLICALLY TODAY OVER A
MORAL ISSUE.) JOSEPH WAS «RERBLEXED ABOUT

MARY's BUT POSIIIVE ABOUT HER
o CHARACTER ﬁOWEVER, HE HAD NO ANSWER TO

HIS PROBLEM. HIS DREAMS HAD BEEN TURNED
INTO A NIGHTMARE . HE QUIETLY DID THAT
WHICH WAS RIGHT AND KIND FOR MARY. -

OE—IH4S—;4ME—OE—M¥$IER¥.ANH_QQNQ§5E:E§§EN
NAS—BR+HG+NG—;9-PASS—iHE—SiNﬁLE—MQﬁI___TrT

bbb ST OR N e 0 THAT _POINT. JOSEPH WAS A
INTEGRAL PART OF THAT -GREAT EVENT. GoD
SENT AN ANGEL TO RESOLVE THE DILEMMA
AND JOSEPH'S PUZZLE WAS TURNED INTO AN
ENORMOUS BLESSING FOR HIM AND THE WHOLE
WORLD.

B. Mary - Luke 1:34; 2:19

MARY'S QUESTION WAS HOW COULD SUCH A THING
TRANSPIRE BECAUSE SHE WAS MORALLY PURE YET
THE REALITY OF HER PREGNANCY WAS THERE. How
COULD THIS HAPPEN? IT WAS.AMIRACLE FROM

GoD NEVER BEFORE ACCOMPLISHED ANYWHERE,
ANYTIME - IT WAS A THE FULFILL-
MENT OF BIBLE PROPHECY. 0D

AT _HE
1S DOING.OR WHERE HE IS GOING. ([SATAH 55:8-9)

WHAT WAS TRUE IHEN, IS TRUE TODAY. MosT

PEOPLE HAVE IN

HUMAN HISTO OR
VENTS TRANSPIRING IN HISTORY TODAY

ARE TOTALLY MYSTERIOUS. THEN AS NOW, THE

ANSWER IS FOUND IN/SCRIPTURE] GOD HAS A

PLAN, AND HE IS RIGHT CHEDULE. YOU AND

[ MAY BE PART OF THAT FROM ONE OF TWO

PERSPECTIVES EITHER AS AN "INSIDER

CoR. 5:17) OR AS AN "OUTSIDER”
(EPHESIANS 2 12)
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[11. CHRISTMAS IS A TIME WHEN SOME ARE
JOYFUL - Luke 2:10, MaTTHEW 2:10

THE JoY OF CHRISTMAS IS NOT RELATED TO A
BOTTLE, BUT TO A BABY. IHE ANGELS UNDERSTOOD
WHAT WAS HAPPENING AND CAME ALL THE WAY FROM
HEAVEN TO LEAD A CHRISTMAS CANTATA OF PRAISE.
ON THAT OCCASION WAS FILLED WITH
V. .1 BRING YOU ‘600D TIDINGS QF GREAT JOY...
TO ALL PEOPLE.” THE BIRTH OF A SAVIOUR WAS
THE REASON FOR «GREAL.JOX ON EARTH THAT FIRST
CHRISTMAS DAY. APART FROM CHRIST, RELIGION
SLIPS INTO A MINOR.KEY AND A-MOURNEUL.SOUND.
FOR EXAMPLE, THE CHRISTMAS SONGS ARE INDEED
SONGS OF JOY. "Jo¥—F0_THE WORLD”, "JavEul,
: AND QY GO
TOGETHER. [F JESUS IS NOT IN YOUR LIFE,
ONE MAY HAVE A MEASURE OF HAPPINESS AND
/™ PLEASURE BUT GENUINE BIBLE JoY IS ;
As A MATTER'UF‘FKCTT'KﬁﬁEifTF’EhDHEss HAS
SETTLED OVER MANY HOMES THIS CHRISTMAS BECAUSE
JESUS IS NOT THERE.

OR EXAMPLE,

=0Y IN IMMORAL PURSUITS

ARE NO s J0¥Fuhcﬁaﬁh£%55%s,
JOYFUL kekARS, OR JOYFUL THIEVES. IT IS
POSSIBLE TO HAVE JOY EVF%H+ﬁ¥$HE MIDST OF
SUFFERING AND AFFLICTION AS IN THE CASE OF
THE JOYFUL JAIL EXPERIENCE. (AcTs 16.)
THERE ARE FEW SEASONS OF THE YEAR, EVEN IN
OUR LAND, THAT EVOKE MORE GENUINE PLEASURE

THERE

THAN CHRISTMAS. (Rvetanms) Fore
[V. CHRISTMAS IS A TIME F@ WORSHIP CHRIST -
N MATTHEW 2:11 Un
WIS M\

THE SWEEEERBS WERE CAREFUL TO WORSHIP HIM
AND NOT HER. [HE STABLE AT BETHLEHEM WAS

TASHRINE OR AN.QBJECT OF WORSHIP, IT
WAS SIMPLY THE PLACE WHERE CHRIST WAS BORN.

(o8 Y gut,

\
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WHEN 1T CAME TO WORSHIP, IT WAS THEN AS NOW,
CHRIST ALONE. | HAVE WATCHED WITH INTEREST
AS AMERICANS HAVE ATTEMPTED TO DEIFY MEN
RANGING FROM PRESIDENTS, TO PREACHERS, TO
PERFORMERS. SOME HAVE IDOLIZED MEN ONLY
TO BE DISILLUSIONED WITH THEIR QUESTIONABLE
IMMORAL CONDUCT. MOST CANNOT STAND THE
PUBLIC SCRUTINY OF THE MAGNIFYING GLASS

OF INVESTIGATION, AFTER 2000 YEARS OF
DIGGING AND SEARCHING FOR THE SLIGHTEST
ERROR OR INCONSISTENCY, CHRIST STANDS TODAY,
AS THEN, THE EPITOME OF GRACE AND VIRTUE
WORTHY OF OUR WORSHIP. THERE IS A SENSE IN
WHICH A PERSON CANNOT REALLY WORSHIP CHRIST
UNTIL HE KNows Him As LORD AND SAVIOUR.

MEN DO NOT DO GOD A FAVOR BY SHOWING UP

IN CHURCH AT CHRISTMAS. SURELY GOD IS NOT
IMPRESSED FOR HE REOCGNIZES THAT TRUE
WORSHIP MUST COME FROM A CHANGED LIFE,
(JoHN 4:24) THE FOUR EMOTIONS IN OUR STUDY
ARE REFLECTED IN THIS CONGREGATION TODAY.




RoBERT K. SprADLING  DEceMBER 15, 1985

MICAH: FROM THE MANGER TO THE MILLENNIUM
MicaH 5:2

THIS 1S ONE OF THE BEST KNOWN OLD TESTAMENT
VERSES ON PROPHECY DEALING WITH THE FIRST
COMING OF CHRIST. IT IS LOCATED IN A
BOOK CALLED A MINOR PROPHET BUT IT IS OF
MAJOR SIGNIFICANCE. (EXPLAIN) MICAH wAS
CONTEMPORARY WITH BOTH HOSEA AND [SAIAH.
WHEREAS ISAIAH WAS A PREACHER TO THE
COURTS AND CITIES, MICAH WAS TO THE COUNTRY
AND THE POOR. HE PREACHED THREE SERMONS
RECORDED IN THE BOOK, EACH BEGINNING WITH
THE WORD HEAR. (1:2, 3:1, 6:1-9) MicaH
WAS THE FIRST TO POINT THE PROPHETIC

oy FINGER TO_THE PLACE WHERE MESSIAH WOULD

* BE BORN, /00 YEARS BEFORE IT HAPPENED.

THE_WISE MEN FOLLOWED A_SIAR THAT LED THEM
TO BETHLEHEM. THE SCRIBES GAVE THE
SCRIPTURES AND THE MICAH PASSAGE IN REPLY
TO HEROD'S INQUIRY. (MATTHEW 2:4-b)

I. THE PLACE IN THE PRUPHECY - “BETHLEHEM"

(%ELATE STORY OF SOMEWHERE IN PENNSYLVANIA))

ETHLEHEM WAS AN UNLIKELY AND INSIGNIFICANT
PLACE FOR JESUS TO BE BORN. JERUSALEM WAS
THE CAPITAL CITY AND THE CITY WHERE ONE
WOULD EXPECT ROYALTY TO APPEAR., ONE WoOULD
EXPECT THE KING OF [SRAEL TO BE BORN IN
A PALACE NOT IN A STABLE, TO APPEAR ON
PARADE NOT BEFORE SHEPHERDS. WHEN MARY

Py WAS ABOUT TO GIVE BIRTH TO HER FIRST-BORN
CHILD, SHE WAS LIVING IN NAZARETH IN THE
NORTH OF ISRAEL. A ROMAN TAX DECREE
DECLARED BY A CAESAR LIVING IN ROME SET
EVENTS INTO MOTION THAT MOVED MARY

: p
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SOUTHWARD TO BETHLEHEM RIGHT ON SCHEDULE.
(Luke 2:1-7) MARY CAME TO BETHLEHEM AT,
EXACTLY THE RIGHT TIME TO FULFILL MICAH'S
PROPHECY - TO THE LETTER! CouLD IT BE
LUCK, FATE, HAPPENSTANCE, THE EVENTS OF
HISTORY OR THE WORKING OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE?
THIS CITY, b MILES SOUTH OF JERUSALEM, )
HAS BEEN CALLED "0 LITTLE TowN OF BETHLEHEM,
HOWEVER, IT HAD A LONG BIBLE HISTORY
BEGINNING WITH THE TIMES OF JACOB. RACHEL
GAVE BIRTH TO BENJAMIN THERE AND DIED IN
CHILDBIRTH, HER ZOMB BUILT IN_BETHLEHEM.
(GENESIS 35:16) ¥RUTH CAME TO BETHLEHEM
WITH NAOMI, BACK TO NAOMI'S HOMETOWN IN
DEEP SORROW YET RUTH MARRIED BOAZ AND
LIVED HAPPILY THERE. (RutH 2:1) Davibp
GREW UP IN BETHLEHEM, A SHEPHERD AND SINGER.
HOWEVER, WITH SUCH A RICH HISTORY, AFTER

E TIME OF DAVID, IT SEEMED TO DROP OUT
OF SIGNIFICANCE TO REAPPEAR IN IMPORTANCE

PLACE OF JESUS BIRTH. (THE WORD
@ IS USED TO DESCRIBE THE S
< OF BETHLEHEM BUT ITS ~S+RAIEGIC IMPORTANCE

vgt IN THE ECONOMY OF GOD WAS GREAT. To0 BE

i

SURE, AWAY FROM THE SPOTLIGHT OF HUMAN
EVENTS IT TOOK ON SPECIAL MEANING BECAUSE
JESUS WAS THERE., [HROUGHOUT HISTORY,

0D HAS USED SMALL THINGS TO ACCOMPLISH
. HIS GREAT OR LARGE WORK. FOR EXAMPLE,
Hiﬁn THE JAW BONE OF AN ASS,

A SLING A ROD TO ACCOMPLISH GOD'S

WORK .

0 ACCOMPLISH
wfS—tt=— |HE DAY JESUS WAS BORN TH

“BETHLEHEM BANNER” HEADLINED THE NEW TAX
PROGRAM FROM ROME. (GOD SENT ANGELS TO
UNDERSCORE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BABE
IN THE MANGER,
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[I. THE PERSOM~QF THE PROPHECY - HE
CAME. . (RULER) IN ISRAEL

BOUND UP IN THIS PROPHECY IS A KEY TO

EARTH'S BLESSING. BETTER OSOPHIES AND
PROGRAMS HAVE AND WILL BE goﬁEﬁT‘Fﬁﬁ

HUMAN GOVERNMENT AND HISTORY BUT BETTER

PEOPLE AN ECIALLY A BETTER PERSON TO

RULE AMONG MEN IS THE ANSWER TO PEACE

ON EARTH. [HIS PERSON IS BOTH HUMAN AND

DIVINE IN ORIGIN., BETHLEHEM SPEAKS OF HIs

HUMANITY WHEREAS EVERLASTING SPEAKS OF

HIS DATELESSNESS AND TIMELESSNESS, HIs

HABITATION OF ETERNITY - His DIETY. “From

LONG AGO FROM THE DAYS OF ETERNITY”. NASV
IN HISTORY HAD A PROBLEM IN

THAT BOTH R AND SUBJECT WERE IMREREECT
~AND—WEAK . Qﬂ!ﬂ) FIRST KING IN ISRAEL, HAD
S

ﬁN ENORMOU AND PROBLEM WITH PRIDE.,
E WAS STUBBORN, - NTERED, DIS-
OBEDIENT TO GoD. WAS AN EXCELLENT
KING IN MANY RESPEC BUT GIVEN TO £
SENSUALITY AND PLEASURE. [HE KING MENTIONE
IN THIS PROPHECY WILL BE DIFFERENT INDEED,
HE BEGAN WITH A VIRGIN BIRTH (ISAIAH 7:14),
HE WAS A VICARIOUS SUFFERER C(ISAIAH 53:6
HE WILL CONCLUDE WITH A VICTORIOUS RULE
(ISAIAH 2:2-4), (IsAIAH 11 1 8) THE

AND JESuS' DAY
KNEW CATION"%%E#§$§ PROPHECY BUT
SUSPECTED IT REFERRED TO TWO MESSIAHS.
PETER SHOWS THAT IT SPOKE OF ONE MESSIAH

BUT TWO COMINGS OR ADVENTS OF THE SAME
PERSON (I PETErR 1:9-11)

ITI. THE PLAN OF THE PROPHECY j;égﬂlg‘ME”

OR “FOR ME"  (NASV)

THE PERSON IN THIS PROPHECY WOULD ACCOMPLISH
GoD’sS WILL ON EARTH. MICAH SAW WITH THIS
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COMING RULER (M1cCAH
5:4-5)  THIS PERSON WOULD ACCOMPLISH
WHAT JEsus SPOKE OF IN HIS PRAYER IN
MaTTHEW 6:10., ALsOo IN-MaZzuew 19:28 OUR
LORD REFERRED TO A REGENERATION IN SOCIETY
ACCOMPLISHED WHEN MESSIAH RETURNS TO EARTH .
DANIEL SAW THE SAME EFFECT 1
AN EVERLASTING, UNIVERSAL KINGDOM ON EARTH
BRINGING PEACE ON EARTH AS THE ANGELS SANG
THAT FIRST CHRISTMAS MORN. [T WAS THE

AS WELL AS THE.APOSTLES._SERMON!
TODAY IS NOT ON EARTH
BEC AWAY IN EXILE. THE KING

WAS CRUCIFIED AND ROSE FROM THE DEAD TO
RETURN TO His FATHER. DURING THE INTERVAL,
THE SERVANT OF THE SON IS CALLING OUT FROM
THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD A BRIDE FOR THE
Kine’s SoN. IN THE FUTURE, THE SON WILL
RETURN FOR THE BRIDE AND WITH THE BRIDE

FOR A KINGDOM HONEYMOON ON EARTH. DURING
THAT TIME GOD'S TWO GREAT PEOPLES, THE
CHURCH AND ISRAEL - HIS EARTELY AND
HEAVENLY. PEOPLE - WILL LIVE ON EARTH
TOGETHER IN PEACE. RIGHTEQUSNESS AND PEACE
WILL CHARACTERIZE THAT KINGDOM, IT HAS BEEN

THE THEME OF MEN AGES YET
UNACCOMPLISHED, OR EARTH
BOTH IN HISTORY INDIVIDUAL

IS LINKED TO JESUS CHRIST. (COMPARE
5. %:11) Gobp’'s PLAN FOR EARTH
IS NOT ARXLSI, SOCLALLST OR EVEN

DEMOCRAGY, IT IS au_igiégé*NELﬂNL— A
THEQCRAGY WITH CHRIS ET ME
EMPHASIZE ONE ASPECT OF THE MESSIAH'S
KINGDOM AT CHRISTMASTIME - NA WHERE
JESUS 1S THERE IS ALWAYS GREA THE
ANGEL SAID TO THE SHEPHERDS: BRING
YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY WHICH SHALL

BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” (Luke 2:10) Neep I
EMPHASIZE THAT EVEN TODAY IN OUR_IMPEREECT
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PROBLEM-FILLED WORLD THERE IS NO HAPPIER
TIME NATIONALLY THAN HRISTMAS!‘;LHiﬁ
AND_JQY, ARE SYNONYMOUS. S0, T00, WHEN

MESSIAH RETURNS TO ESTABLISH HIS KINGDOM
ON EARTH IT WILL BE A TIME OF GREAT JOY.

L1STEN To THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHET:
: 1:3) RELATE THE

STORY% ERUBB-IWTHER V)




ROBERT K. SPRADLING DecemBer 23, 1990

THE SHEPHERDS WERE ALSO WISE MEN

- Luke 2:8-20 /
S.S Tomdo~ AP
- rromte =50 SEZS-: & T

THE AND THE WISE_MEN WERE THE_TWQ
WHE TO SEE THE YOUNG CHILD"“'

OF_KNOWLEDGE AND THAT IS EXACTLY NHAT THE
SHEPHERDS DID - THEY ACTED WISELY WHEN THEY
HEARD FROM HEAMEN! LET US EXAMINE SEVERAL
WAYS OR AREAS IN WHICH THE SHEPHERDS WERE
WISE:

[. THE WISDOM OF THE ORDINARY - VERSE 8
WIsSDom

3,
THERE 18 IN SIMPLICITY. BRCS
. (PsALM ETTYSBURG ADDRESS HEN ﬁq;;

\GOD WANTED TO ANNOUNCE TH =ST_NEWS %)
VER _IN_HUMAN HISTORY, HE CHOSELSIMPLE
SHERHERDE TO RECEIVE, THAT NEWS AND NC
%3 > “SOCIALITES, MSAGES OR SCHOLARS! THERE IS A
"3, KIND OF WISDOM THAT COMES FROM_THE QRDINARY
p: DE'QF.,_._,?f¥f‘ o e

i SGoD,  TTO0 OFTEN RELTGIOUS
PROFESSTONALS HAVE BEEN AND ARE SATISFIED
- WITH TRE=SXSIBM \N WHICH THEY ACT AS
“ RELIGIOCRATS# THAT IS TECHNICIANS OF A

STE

RIPTURE REMINDS US THAT IT WAS

- ORSHIPPERS IN THE TEMPLE BUT THE
(ﬂ@?ﬁﬁ WHO REJECVED THE CORNERSTONE,

OMMENT ON RECENT READER’S DIGEST ARTICLE.,

EXPLAIN) HEAVEN'S WMESSAGE AND MESSENGER CAME

TO SIMPLE SHEPHERDS) MANY EXPECT GOD TO

2 jmpt -
pT. otcopul 1y
fosd el v , St ~ Lo is LssaTBat

Mmi.a3




"STINGITO OBSERVE THE NUMBER
OF PEOPLE IN THE BIBLE WHO HEARD FRoM—

- (CompARE Mosgs, Davip, GI
(%%EZE} ?“““‘5- G. H. MORRISON SAYS: " '
LIBERTY. FROM. COMMON. DRUDGERY.s... WE. SEEM..T.0
MISS. SO MUCH. 1? THE ROUTINE. WE LONG FOR. A
HE

+ LARGER_LILE MUSIC.

. (THAT WAY.. * HEAVEN 'HAS NEVER A snue FOR THOSE
Qmo@ WHO S MR AS ON MEN WHO WERE FAITHFUL

PHE IR - ABRPOINTED“FASK) THAT THERE BROKE

THE GLORY OF THE “ORD.,

[T, THE WISDOM OF $OLTVUBE - VERSE 8. -

”EIELm - FLOCK - NIGHT” : NESS AND

SOLITUDE ARE NOT. THE.SAME; _EOR

1S GOOD FOR THE SOUL., ANY YOUNG
AVE LEARNED THAT THEBEEE%;ggg OF
PESAWAY FROM THE DISTRA OF
HOME—AND OTHER INFLUENCES CAUSES ONE TO FOCUS
=~ ON THE ETERNAL. AS A MATTER OF FACT, A
x*gh" PERSON COULD BE_A<HERMIT AND NEVER EXPERIENCE
%, ~ SOLITUDE. INi?T ORLE), _TOO MANY SEEK
> THE NOISE Of eRQUBS. AND ARE

‘CITI

QBIL
CONCERFS ARE NOT D

NED TO
BUT TO_DRIVE THEM AWAY FROii G%%%E=¥%§
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- THE 'EMP it S oF TORTTEs
SOCIETY. IS ITS PRIMARY FEATURE AND
THE DEAFENING RESULTS ARE TO STOP THE

SWEET SOUND OF THE SPIRIT IN THE SOUL.

=) TI1. THE WISDOM OF REVERENCE - Verse O

| T&?‘ SThe WORDQii&; &FRAIDD DESCRIBES THE
| Jw EMOTION 0 SE MEN BUT ALSO THEIR“ATTITUDE
" As_A_MATTER OF FACT,_ ONE OF THE
AR..IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

OR TO FALL DOWN IN A
ION BEFORE_A SURERIOR.

N 25g¥§g5%3+ﬁé, FEAR OF THE LORD
N IS THE BEGINNING OR

I, IPAL PART
OF KNOWLEDGE. |0 FEAR GOD

THE BIBLE, IS_BOTH AN HO

SOPHY. IT IS THE ¢

| FJBLANK IN ANY PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE THAT :

? BUILT UPON THE CORRECT FOUNDATION. ONE WHO
KNOWS GOD KNOWS THE SOMEONE WHO CAN TEACH
HIM SOMETHING ABOUT EVERYTHING. [HEREFORE,
TO BE A WISE MAN AND NOT A FOOL IS 10 ?E

%?UT ﬁND NOT IG

£, 10 HAVE TOWARD .
'nE MAJOR NO ADAY
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By THE way, SOME_PREACHERS HAVE PROBLEMS

ITH THE TITLE “REVEREND: THE RATIONALE

S THAT THIS WORD APPEARS ONCE IN THE BIBLE

TTACHED TO THE NAME OF GoD. [T HAS ALWAYS

SEEMED TO ME TO BE AN HONOR TO BE ASSQCIATED
S_A SERVANT OF THE LORD AND ONE WHoégﬁggggs
(Psatm 111:9 CoMPARE THE NAM

AND CHRIST - SAME LOGIC.)

@ _1v.. THE WISDOM OF URGENEY - Verse 15-16
\\\,Efﬁi%!ﬁiﬁ=355¢~v'ﬁﬂzggy

THERE ARE SOME AREAS IN LIFE WHERE HURRY

LEADS TO WORRY AND WORRY LEADS TO f@REY.

THIS IS NOT ONE OF THOSE PLACES.
INOUNCEMENT  BRO IoN., [H AGE

Y/ ED AS
—LES AND START. THERE 15 A-DIVINE-BRGENCY
| Préc Auanimwmiﬂmmv FO-THE-RESPONSE. .OF . Mﬁ% 0_THE
/ g AGH 0D, (COMPARE GENESIS .

e A THERE IS A TENDENCY ON THE PART
2UNT VTEW WHAT GOD SAYS APART FROM

__SX THE FEELING ABOUT ETERNAL THINGS

Wiaddens THAT THERE IS PLENIY _OF TIME AND

IT SEEMS TO ME THAT

( : R
— V. THE WISDOM OF EVANGELISM AXERSES 17 20
) CSpreding wloNys?)

RDS DID NOT KEEP THE GOOD NEWS TO
v WHEN THEY SAW JESUS THEY COULD
p BUT TELL OTHERS WHAT THEY HAD SEEN
AND HEARD., GQUESTION: WHY DO SO MANY
BELIEVERS KEEP THE MESSAGE_OF CHRISTMAS AND
THE CROSS TO THEMSELVES. THE ANSWER MAY BE

\ A




MANY-SIDED. M7 7R

- (1) SOME WHO §&¥ THEY KNow HIM Do NOT,

| (2) SOME MAY KNOW HIM BUT ARE ARRAZID TO

| SPEAK THE MESSAGE OUT OF FEAR

‘ Apm.g;p
(3) OTHERS MAY BE TOQ ®RG#D TO RE

SHALLOW KNOWLEDGE OF CHRISTIAN FAITH.

(4) SOME MAY LAEK GOMCERN OR APPRECIATION
FOR THE URGENCY OF THE HOUR.

| IF our IS WRONG, OUR URGENCY WILL

| BE OFF, IF A PERSON IS LY,

| THEN CONCERN WILL BE LOW, =%gé%%%£§TMAS -TIME
WE SING A SONG ENTITLED

TAIN,” WE MIGHT B

'ECC YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS,” THE

™ PEOPLE AT WORK AND EVERYWHERE AROUND_ THE
WORLD, THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL By THE

Q@WAY OIHING. 1S MENTIONED E_ABOUT

"

ME, TALguT AND TREASURE IN BUILDING

| HOSPLTALS AND EDUCATTONAL_lﬁ§IlIQIlgNS THAT

| 1S, A WORTHY GOAL _IN LIFE. AS A MATTER OF
FACT IT MAY HAVE AS ITS REWARD AM IAL .

, OR_A=NMONUMERN 10WEVER, ) an;gﬁ. VE
| OFF AND LEAVE THAT IN TIME
o IT WILL DECAY ANﬁ DISAPPEAR. IF THE

| SPIRITUAL GOAL QUR LIFE AND MINE IS THAT

E HAVE BEE (WONYTO CHRIST, WE WANT TO
d%:ﬁ;gTHERS - THE‘ T ARE ACCOMPLISHING THE
OM OF THE PROVERBS PASSAGE . IHEﬂM@RK

OF WISE. MEN IS TO WIN.SOULS. SOMEBODY SAID

\ Y
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RoBERT K. SPRADLING DecemBer 20, 1992

"WHERE CHRIST CAME”
MicAH 5:2

IN OUR TIMES TOGETHER THIS MONTH, WE HAVE
CONSIDERED THE WHY AND WHEN CHRIST CAME - TODAY
THE WHERE. IHIS IS ONE OF THE BEST KNOWN OLD
TESTAMENT VERSES DEALING WITH THE FIRST COMING
oF CHRIST. IT MAY BE THE SOLITARY REFERENCE

TO THE EXACT LOCATION OF HIS BIRTH. THE CHIEF
PRIESTS AND SCRIBES KNEW ITS LOCATION WHEN THEY
WERE INTERROGATED BY HEROD: “AND WHEN- HE -HAD
GATHERED ALL THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND SCRIBES OF
THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, HE DEMANDED WHENECHRIST
SHOULD BE BORN. AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM, IN
BETHLEHEM OF JUDAEA: FOR THUS IT IS WRITTEN BY
THE PROPHET, THAT THOU BETHLEHEM IN THE LAND

OoF JUDAH ART NOT THE LEAST AMONG THE PRINCES

OF JUDAH: FOR OUT OF THESE SHALL COME A
GOVERNOR THAT SHALL RULE MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.”
(MATTHEW 2:4-6)

[. THE WHERE OF GEOGRAPHY - “BETHLEHEM
EPHRATHAR"

"O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM, HOW STILL WE
SEE THEE LIE...." ToODAY, BETHLEHEM IS A
TOURIST ATTRACTION OR IN SOME CASES w\g&sﬁ
DISTRACTION BECAUSE ONE OF THE MAJOR X
DISAPPOINTMENTS OF ANY TOUR TO ISRAEL IS
VISIT TO BETHLEHEM. THE CHURCH OF THE
NATIVITY BUILT OVER THE "CAVE"” WHERE JESUS ‘WAS
SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN BORN, IS A GAUDY SITE!
As A MATTER OF FACT, CALVARY OVERLOOKS A BUS
STATION! BETHLEHEM MEANS "HOUSE OF BREAD .
EPHRATHAH MEANS “FRUITFUL” AND IS NO DOUBT A
REFERENCE TO THE FERTILITY OF THE REGION. IT
ALSO DIFFERENTIATES IT FROM BETHLEHEM IN
/EBULUN., DESPITE ONES DISAPPOINTMENT AT THE
SITE OF BETHLEHEM, IT IS A REMINDER THAT WE DO
NOT WORSHIP SHRINES BUT THE SAVIOR!

e
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ONE MIGHT BE SURPRISED THAT JESUS WAS BORN IN
BETHLEHEM. JERUSALEM WAS THE CAPITOL CITY,

THE PLACE ASSOCIATED WITH ROYALTY AND RICHES.
ALSO, ONE MIGHT EXPECT THE KING OF KINGS TO

BE BORN IN A PALACE HOSPITAL BUT CERTAINLY NOT
IN A STABLE, HOWEVER, BETHLEHEM HAS A RICH
HEBREW HISTORY WHICH INCLUDES THE BURIAL PLACE
oF RACHEL. DAVID LIVED IN AND ROAMED THE HILLS
OF BETHLEHEM - IT IS CALLED "THE CITY OF
DAaviD”., [ISAIAH REMINDS HIS READERS CONCERNING
THE MESSIAH THAT: “HE SHALL GROW UP BEFORE HIM
AS A TENDER PLANT, AND AS A ROOT OUT OF DRY
GROUND...." THIS IS NOT ONLY A REFERENCE TO
THE GRADUAL PROCESS OF HIS COMING BUT ALSO THE
UNLIKELY AREA OF THE WORLD FROM WHICH HE AROSE,

I1. THE WHERE OF HISTORY - “LITTLE AMONG THE
THOUSANDS OF JUDAH”

BETHLEHEM IS A SMALL VILLAGE AMONG THE
CLANS AND FAMILIES OF JuDAH. DAVID'S FAMILY
HAD LONG SINCE DISAPPEARED FROM THE AREA AND
HUMANLY SPEAKING THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NOTHING
SIGNIFICANT ABOUT THIS SMALL DOT ON THE MAP.
[T IS NOT A PLACE WHERE A PROMINENT PERSON
WOULD BE EXPECTED TO LIVE. THE HISTORY OF
JUDAH LEAVES THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE BACK TO

S :8-12. AT THAT TIME, JACOB WAS OLD,
SICK AND CALLED HIS TWELVE SONS TO HIMSELF TO
PREDICT THEIR PLACE IN THE FAMILY AND IN
HISTORY. HE BEGAN WITH REUBEN AND CONCLUDED
WITH BENJAMIN., HIS NUMBER FOUR SON BORN OF
LEAH WAS NAMED JUDAH., [wO PRIMARY IDEAS
PREVAIL CONCERNING JUDAH - HE WOULD BE A
LEADER AMONG THE TWELVE AND KINGSHIP IN I[SRAEL
WAS ASSIGNED TO HIM, [HE LION WAS A SYMBOL OF
STRENGTH AND SOVEREIGNTY. IHE LORD JESUS
HIMSELF 1S CALLED THE LION OF THE TRIBE OF
JupaH - REv. 5:5, THE WORD SHILOH MEANS
PEACE GIVER AND IN ALL PROBABILITY IS A
REFERENCE TO THE MESSIAH.
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THE WORD JUDAH REFERRED TO THE FOURTH OF
JACOB’S SONS, THE TRIBE WHICH AROSE ARQUND HIM
AND EVENTUAEEYSAN ENTIRE TERRITORY IN [ SRAEL.
THE_WORD 4!@35!9 SPEAKS OF THE INSIGNIFICANCE
OF BETHLEHEM, OMEONE HAS SAID “LITTLE IS MUCH
1F Gop 1S IN IT.” BETHLEHEM ILLUSTRATES THIS
PRINCIPLE. APPARENTLY, SIZE LS_NOT. SIGNJEICANT
IN THE ECONOMY OF Gop. ONE DOES NOT NEED THE
SPOTLIGHT OF SIGNIFICANT SIZE IN ORDER TO

STAND OUT IN THE WORK OF GoD. THIS IS A SMALL
TOWN WHERE A SMALL BABY WAS BORN WHO WOULD
CHANGE THE CQURSE OF HUMAN HISTORY. Gop
DELIGHTS IN L THINGS'. A DAVID IN
OPPOSITION TO A GO TH, MosSEs' ROD AGAINST THE
FORCES OF PHAROAH, A LIFTLE-MALD TO NAMAN, AND
A LITTLE LAD'S _LUNCH IN THE HANDS OF CHRIST

ALL SMALL, INSIGNIFICANT THINGS WHICH
DRAMATICALLY AFFECTED THE COURSE OF HUMAN
HISTORY.

[11. THE WHERE OF PROHPHECY - “RULER IN

ISRAEL”

As MARY NEARED THE TIME THE BIRTH OF HER
SON, SHE WAS LIVING IN NAZARETH IN THE NORTH
OF ISRAEL. IF SHE HAD GIVEN BIRTH TO HER SON
THERE ALL OF BIBLE PROPHECY WOULD HAVE
COLLAPSED! HOWEVER, THERE WAS NO “CRISIS
CONFERENCE” WITH THE TRINITY OR THE ANGELS
CONCERNING WHAT TO DO ON EARTH. A SIMPLE TAX
EDICT OR PROGRAM BY A ROMAN RULER LIVING IN
ROME SET INTO OPERATION EVENTS THAT MOYED MARY
SOUTHWARD RIGHT ON SCHEDULE. (LUke 2:1-7)
THE KINGDOM IN HISTORY HAD PROBLEMS WITH
IMPERFECT AND WEAK RULERS AND SUBJECTS. SAUL
THE FIRST KING IN [SRAEL HAD AN ENORMOUS EGO
PROBLEM. HIS PRIDE AND STUBBORNESS DISQUALI-
FIED FROM BEING KING BY VIRTUE OF HIS
DISOBEDIENCE TO Gobp. DAVID BY CONTRAST WAS AN
EXCELLENT KING IN MANY RESPECTS BUT WEAK IN
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THE AREA OF SENSUALITY. IHE RULER IN THIS
PASSAGE 1S INDEED A_REMARKABLE . (M1caH
4:1 rr, IsaiaH 9:6%7, EEV. I7:5 - THIS VERSE
SPEAKS OF HIS FIRST ADVENT, RESURRECTION AND
THE TRIBULATION PERIOD. MICAH SAW THIS
MEsSANIC RULER PRESIDING OVER A WORLDWIDE
KINGDOM. JDANIEL SPOKE OF THAT KINGDOM AS
EVERLASTING AND UNIVERSAL IN NATURE BRINGING
PEACE TO THE EARTH AS THE ANGEL HAD PREDICTED
THAT FIRST CHRISTMAS MORNING, (DANIEL 2:44)
THEOCRATICALLY SPEAKING, Gop’'s KINGDOM IS NOT
ON EARTH TODAY BECAUSE THE_KING IS IN EXILE.,
THE KING WAS CRUCIFIED. WE HAVE LEARNED IN THE
BiBLE THAT GOD HAS TWO GREAT PEOPLES - THE
CHURCH AND [SRAEL - HIS HEAVENLY AND HIS
EARTHLY PEOPLE., GOD'S PLAN FOR EARTH BOTH IN
HISTORY AND IN PROPHECY IS LINKED TO JESUS
CHR1sT. (CoMPARE EPHESIANS 3:11) THE KINGDOM

TO WHICH MICAH REFERS WILL BE BOTH POLITICAL
AND SPIRITUAL KINGDOM, QUESTION: ALL OF
THE PROPHECIES CONCERNING JESUS CHR S FIRST

COMING CAME TRUE, AND SINCE THERE ARE THREE
TIMES MORE REFERENCES IN SCRIPTURE TO His
SECOND COMING, WOULDN'T IT STAND TO REASON THAT
HIs SECOND COMING WILL BE RIGHT ON SCHEDULE
ACCORDING TO BIBLE PROPHECY?

IV. THE WHERE OF ETERNITY - "FROM OLD, FROM
EVERLASTING.”

THE IDEA OF ETERNAL OR EVERLASTING CARRIES
ONE IDEA IN HEBREW OF THAT WHICH HAS ENDURED
FOREVER. SOMETHING THAT HAS A BEGINNING BUT
WILL NEVER HAVE AN ENDING, SOMETHING THAT IS
LONG, EVEN ENDLESS IN DURATION. FIGURATIVELY
SPEAKING THE WORD EVERLASTING IS ATTACHED TO
THE MOUNTAINS OF EARTH_BECAUSE OF THEIR LONG
DURATION. LUKE 1:32-33 LINKS JESUS CHRIST TO
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AN ENDLESS KINGDOM. THREE CORE IDEAS PREVAIL
REGARDING THAT KINGDOM AND THE WORD ETERNITY.

(1) AN ETERNAL SOVEREIGN - Rev. 1:18
(2) ETERNAL SUBJECTS - Rev. 4:9, 5:13-14
(3) AN ETERNAL SPHERE - Rev. 22:5

QUESTION: IF THE WORD ETERNAL AND EVERLASTING
ARE ATTACHED TO MessiAH'S KINGDOM, THEN IF
HUMAN BEINGS ARE GOING TO LIVE WITH HIM IN THAT
KINGDOM, SOMETHING HAS TO BE DONE ABOUT THE
TEMPORARY NATURE OF THE LIFE WE NOW POSSESS.
HARDLY A WEEK GOES BY THAT WE DO NOT HEAR OF
SOMEONE WHO HAS DIED OR WHOSE LIFE HAS BEEN
THREATENED BY DISEASE. I[F WE ARE GOING TO LIVE
FOREVER THEN WE MUST BE LINKED SOMEHOW TO GoD
AND ETERNAL LIFE. (CoMPARE JoHN 10:28,

JOHN 5:17-




ROBERT K. SPRADLING DecemBer 25, 1988

CHRISTMAS ANGELS
Luke 1:26-35

THERE ARE OTHER INTELLIGENT BEINGS ON THIS
PLANET_AND IN THE UNIVERSE. [HEIR NAMES ARE
NOT E.T. BUT ANGELS. THEY OCCUPY AN EXHAULTED
POSITION IN THE UNIVERSE AND ARE MENTIONED
OVER.2/0 TIMES IN THE BIBLE. ANGELS DO NOT
DLIE, DO NOT MARRY. [HEY WERE PRESENT AT THE
CREATION OF THE WORLD AND AT THE INCARNATION
OF CHRIST. THAT IS TO SAY, ANGELS CAME TO
EARTH TO HERALD CHRIST s_Elﬂgl_ng;uﬁ
(Luke 2:13) AND WILL DO THE_SAME AT HIS
(I THEss, 4:13), AT _CHRISTMAS-
_;ﬁmg, WE SING ABOUT ANGELS. FOR EXAMPLE,
ARRC THE HERALD ANGELS SiNG, ANGELS WE
HAVE HEARD ON HIGH, ANGELS FROM THE REALMS
OF GLORY.” ANGELS APPEARED TO THE SHEPHERDS
) WHEN JESUS WAS BORN AND THEY ALSO APPEARED AT
THE SEPULCHER WHEN JESUS DIED. WE ARE
SURPRISED TO LEARN THAT THE BIBLE DOES NOT
SPEAK OF ANGELS HAVING WINGS OR HALQS AND AS
FAR AS WE KNOW, THERE ARE -MO.EEMALE ANGELS!
I HAVE NEVER SEEN AN ANGEL YET WE SPEAK OF
FOR OUR CHILDREN EVEN DESCRIB-
NGELS! THE WORD ANGEL
COUID BRING A

ING OUR CHILDREN
MEANS MESSENGER.,
LD _LT

wBE2 1T IS UNLIKELY THAT THEY WOULD BE CAUGHT
UP IN THE COMMERCE oF CHRISTMAS. C. S. ngxs
REFERS TO THIS HOLIDAY AS THE.SHORKEEPER'S

~HOLLDAX. WHERE PEOPLE ENGAGE IN

, THAT IS, WHEN PEOPLE ARE FORCED
OUT OF EMBARRASSMENT OR GUILT TO BUY AND
@™ GIVE GIFTS THAT ARE OFTEN UNWANTED AND
tNAPPRECIATED,

SEASON _OF THE YEAR MANY BUY GIFTS WITH MONEY




_2_

£ 0 0

<“Qﬂ_QB_LJEE_FQB_REASQNS_IHEX_DQ_NQI
UNDERSTAND, |HE ANGELS HAD A MESSAGE FOR

EARTH AT THIS SEASON OF THE YEAR AND WE
WILL EXAMINE FOUR PASSAGES IN THIS REGARD.

I. AN ANGEL BROUGHT A MESSAGE TO CLEAR UP
A MYSTERY - MATTHEW 1:18-21

JOSEPH WAS A REMARKABLE MAN, FACED WITH
SLANDEROUS GOSSIP AND SOCIAL DISGRACE, HE
DECIDED TO TAKE PRIVATE STEPS TO SPARE MARY
FROM PUBLIC DISGRACE BEFORE THE COURTS.

As HE PONDERED MARY'S CONDITION, HE WAS
PEggggﬁgp BECAUSE HE KNEW HER CHARACTER.
WHTCE JOSEPH THOUGHT ABOUT THIS PROBLEM, HE
COULD FIND JMOACCERTARLE ANSWFR. HE LOVED
MARY BUT COULD NOT EXPLAIN HER PHYSICAL
CONDITION. ONLY JLLVINE REVELATION OF THE
SUPERNATURAL NATURE OF THE SITUATION COULD
CLEAR UP HIS DILEMMA. To BE SURE, THERE ARE
TIMES IN LIFE WHEN WE CANNOT FIGURE OUT
COMPLEX PROBLEMS. IHERE ARE MYSTERIES IN
LIFE WHICH SIMPLY DO NOT OPEN TO OUR
INQUIRIES, WE APPLY ALL THE TOOLS AT OUR
FINGERTIPS BUT NOTHING OPENS THE DOOR,

FACED WITH THE MOST DIFFICULT DECISION IN
HIS LIFE, JOSEPH MADE_NO ACCUSATIONS, HE
SIMPLY DID WHAT WAS RIGHF. WHAT APPEARED TO
BE SOCIAL DISGRACE AND RUINATION FOR JOSEPH
AND MARY TURNED OUT TO BE THE SINGLE MOST
JNEDﬁIANI_EMENJ IN HUMAN HISTORY! JOSEPH
AND MARY WERE PART OF THAT GREAT EVENT.

GOD WAS DOING SOMETHING ON EARTH NEVER BEFORE
DONE IN ALL OF HISTORY AND JOSEPH AND MARY
WERE PERMITTED TO SHARE IN THAT EXPERIENCE.
WHEN GOD MOVES AND WORKS ON EARTH, IT IS
OFTEN BEYOND THE LIMITATIONS OF OUR
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COMPREHENSION, THERE ARE TIMES WHEN THERE

ATURALLY AC AND ONLY
0D CAN THE MISSING PIECES OF THE

MYSTERY. THis HE DID IN JOSEPH'S CASE.
JOSEPH'S DREAMS TURNED TO_MIGHIMARES BUT
THEN TO NEW HOPE!

IT. AN ANGEL BROUGHT A MESSAGE THAT LED
JOSEPH'S FAMILY TO SAFETY - MATTHEW

2:13-15
ANGELS ARE OFTEN MESSENGERS OF WARNING.
(CoMmPARE GENESIS 19) HAD HISTORICALLY

BE A PLACE OF REFUGE FOR JEWS IN TIMES OF
DISTRESS., HOWEVER, IN MANY CASES FLIGHT TO
EGYPT WAS OFTEN AT A HIGH PRICE FOR THERE
WERE LURKING DANGERS IN THE LAND, . pkod=LHE
LEAST OF WHICH WERE STRANGE GODS.
HAD BEEN CALLED A MASIER IN THE CRAFT O
ASSASSINATION., HISTORY RECORDS THAT HEROD
KILLED MOST OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SANHEDRIN,
oVER J00 COURT OFEICERS, HIS WLEE, MOTHER-ZLN-
LAW AND2.QE.HIS 3 _SONS. HEROD SIMPLY WOULD
NOT ACCEPT NEWS THAT A NEWBORN BABY MIGHT
BECOME SOME KIND OF KING IN HIS JURISDICTION,
HE TOOK STEPS TO SLAUGHTER EVERY MALE CHILD

IN THE LAND UNDER TWO YEARS OF AGE. SIMPLY
STATED, ERQD=RERRESENIED A CLASS OF MEN

WHO WILL GO TO ANY EXTENT TO GET RID OF
JESUS. THEY LOOK UPON JESUS AS A THREAT,

AN OBSTACLE AND WILL SPARE NO TACTIC IN THEIR
TYRANNICAL RAGE TO RID HIM FROM THEIR VIEW.
HEROD WAS SIMPLY ONE LINK IN A CHAIN OF
GODLESS MEN WHO TRIED TO RID THE WORLD OF
Gop’s INFLUENCE AND REDEMPTIVE POWER,
(CoMPARE _PHAROAH AND _HAMAN)

R




F )

Js
;:[

—
5‘!1 thL
JM Pr:
.‘\n.ﬁ-_}u“r

_l_'_

IT1. AN ANGEL BROUGHT A MESSAGE CONCERNING
THE ARRIVAL OF A NEW BABY - Luke 1:11-13

THERE WAS NOTHING ESPECIALLY NEWSWORTHY ABOUT
THE ARRIVAL OF A NEW BABY. SUCH NEWS APPEARS
EVERYWHERE EVERY DAY. HOWEVER, THERE WAS
SOMETHING SPRECLAL ABOUT THIS NEW ARRIVAL, SO
SPECIAL, THAT (oD DISPATCHED.ﬁABRLEg, ONE OF
THE THREE HIGH-RANKING ANGELS WHICH WE CALL
ARCHANGELS., IN THE BIBLE, GABRIEL SEEMS

TO HAVE A UNIQUE RESPONSIBILITY TO THE THRONE
OF Gop, ON THIS OCCASION HIS MISSION WAS TO
TELL BOTH ZACHARIAS AND MARY-ABE HEIR
COMING SON. HE APPEARED T6 AR A
WHILE HE WAS GOING ABOUT HIS SRIESTLY DUTIES
AND THE MESSAGE WAS IMPLY THAT THEIR PRAYERS
HAD BEEN ANSWERED™ IT WAS TIME TO FIX UP
THE NURSERY! (P ONE_MUST. BE IMPRESSED
WITH_HQW GoD APPEARS TO -MEN. MOST MEN WILL
SEE N®=BURNING BUSY OR HEAR NO LOUD VOICE
FROM HEAVEN BUT GOD APPEARS TO THEM AS THEY
GO ABOUT THE ORDINARY, ROUTINE DUTIES OF LIFE.

£.IT 1S THEN AND THERE THAT (0D TO THEM,
FOR EXAMPLE, IT WAS WHILE THELSHEPHERDS\WERE
ABIDING IN THE FIELDS WATCHING OVER- R

FLOCKS, GOING ABOUT THEIR ORDINARY WORK THAT
(GoD APPEARED TO THEM. ONE WRITER HAS
SUGGESTED THAT IF THEY HAD TAKEN THE NIGHT OFF
TO SIAY _HOME TO DO SOMETHING ELSE, THEY

MIGHT HAVE MLISSED THE GREATEST NIGHT OF THEIR
L.IVES! [T WAS AS THEY WERE GOING ABOUT WHAT
THEY. WERE SUPPOSED TO DO THAT GOD APPEARED

TO THEM WITH THE GREATEST MESSAGE MAN HAS EVER
HEARD,
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IV. AN ANGEL BROUGHT THE MESSAGE OF THE
) [MPORTANCE OF @0D'S GYDRY - Luke 2:8-15

THIS WAS THE SAME GENERAL AREA WHERE DAvVID
HAD WATCHED HIS FATHER'S SHEEP. WHEN GoD
DECIDED TO APPEAR IN HISTORY WITH THIS
WONDERFUL NEWS IT WAS NOT TO

OR SQUERELGNS OR SOCLALILES, BUT TO SLM.EJ.E

‘% THE HEAVENLY HOSTS SPOKE OF

Gop ON EARTH AND PEACE ASSOCATED WITH
THAT GLORY., IT IS AN INTERESTING

_* LIFE THAT PEOPLE WHO WORK EQB__U;L%

N _THEIR WOR

l__________JL___JiLLJEE_lN_ﬁENERAL
FIND REAL P IN LIFE IS TO BE.AHABE
@AND SOCIA THE GLORY OF (oD,
E GREAT ON TH IS FOR BOTH PERSQNAL

AND POLITLICAL PEACE., [HE WORD PEACE IN THE
NEw TESTAMENT CARRIES WITH IT THE IDEA OF
WANTING THE HIGHEST GOOD FOR ANOTHER HUMAN

BEING. [T IS NOT SOMETHING MA?J
BUT RATHER ACCEPTS BY FAITH. ouN 14:77,
[ "PEACE [ IFAVE YOU, MY PEACE | GIVE UNTO YOU:
NOT AS_THE_WOQRLD GIVETH, GIVE [ _UNTO _YOU.,
T _NOT_YOUR R
ILLLAEMD;___
APPEAR IN OUR PRFQENFF THILS HRIQTMAQ
WHAT WOULD HE SAY? | THINK THE BIBLE GIVES
| TSOME INDICATION. (GALATIANS 1:8)
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