RoBERT K. SPRADLING DEcemBER 18, 1988

WHEN GOD APPEARS
Py TiTus 2:11-14

THE WRITER OF HEBREWS WROTE OF THE MINISTRY
OF CHRIST FROM THE STANDPOINT OF “THREE
APPEARINGS.” "HE HATH APPEARED - 9:26;

HE NOW APPEARS - 9:70; HE SHALL APPEAR -
g.28." THERE ARE SOME 6 OR / GREEK WORDS
TRANSLATED APPEAR IN THE KJV.H THE ONE 1IN

o7 UR™ TEXT MEANS " 0oR
)l 0hetenr,” (Luke 1:/9:
(J THAT S1T IN_DARKNESS AND OF THE SHADOW OF

DEATH, TO GUIDE OUR FEET IN THE WAY OF PEACE.”
HEN JESUS LHRIST CAME TO EARTH, HE BROUGHT
MORAL AND SPIRITUAL LIGHT TO MAN’S MORAL AND
SPIRITUAL DARKNESS. HIS COMING WAS BOTH
~ HERALDED AND HUMBLE. IsA1AH 53:2:
* £HALL_ﬁRQﬂ_uE_BEEQRE_HlM_Aﬁ_A_IENDEE_ﬁLANI)
4 AND AS A ROOT OUT OF A DRY GROUND, ...
../, THE TEXT TODAY SPEAKS OF THREE WAYS (oD
:;:i’ MANIFESTS HIMSELF ON EARTH. [IHERE ARE OTHERS,
L’THE TEXT MENTIONS THREE.

J.ﬂ [. WHEN GOD APPEARED IN GRACE - 2:11
ﬁfiiiiia (JUSTIFICATION)

I
L THE WORDS GRACE AND SALVATION ARE LINKED

P"(M

AV TOGETHER AND 10 CHRIST. THE WORD GRACE
o=t % APPEARS THREE TIMES IN THE GOSPEL OF OHN7)

1 ALL RELATED 70 CHRIST. (Jonn 1:14, 16, 1

ﬂ'f‘r-n.m“\

SAW THE SALVATION OF ISRAEL AND THE
WORLD IN_A PERSON WHOM HE HELD IN HIS ARMS,
(Luke 2:29-30 "] oRD NOW | FTTEST THOU THY
() _SERVANT DEPART IN PEACE, ACCORDING TO THY
WORD: FOR MINE _EYES HAVE SEEN THY
SALVATION. ...  (GOD LINKS SALVATION TO GRACE,
MAN LINKS SALVATION TO GUESSES. VERSES ON

;\\‘_ -
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RacE: (1) II COR. 8:9; (2) EpH. 2:8;
3) Romans 3:24 "BEING JUST

o S GRACE THROUG
CTS 12/ 1T says
OF APOLLOS AND HIS MINISTRY... . WHO WHEN HE

WAS COME, HELPED THEM MUCH WHICH HAD RElLEVED
__5%%% FOR HE MIGHTILY CONVINCED THE
PUBLICALLY SHOWING BY THE
RIPTURES THAT JESUS WAS CHRIST.” THE sone

MAZING GRACE IS A FAVORITE OF MANY. _OTHER

REAT SONGSON THE SUBJECT ARE GRACE! 'TIs

CE GREA ,

HE WORD GRACE REFERS TO (GOD'S FAVOR TOWARD

E SINNER WHOSE NEED IS BEYOND HUMAN ABILITY.

T WAS A FAVORITE WORD OF A BRITISH SAILOR

WHO DESERTED TO GO TO AFRICA AND DID SO BY

JOINING A PORTUGUESE SILAVE TRADING VESSEL.

HE SUFFERED GREATLY AT THE HANDS OF THE MEN

ON BOARD SHIP. THROUGH MANY SINFUL ACTIVITIES

AT SEA AND SPECIFICALLY ON ONE OCCASION HE

WAS KNOCKED OVERBOARD AND SAVED ONLY WHEN

| THE CAPTAIN SPEARED HIM WITH A HARPOON WHICH

| LEFT A HIDEOUS SCAR FOR LIFE. EVENTUALLY

I JOHN NEWTON WAS SAVED AND WROTE ONE OF OUR

_MOST FAMILIAR HYMNS - AMAZING GRACE.

IT. WHEN GOD APPEARS IN THE GODLY - 2:12

THE BIBLE 1S A MYSTERY BOOK TO MOST. [HE
POPULAR STORIES ARE GENERALLY KNOWN BUT EVEN
THOUGH THE BIBLE 1S A _BEST SELLER IT IS NOT
A BEST KNOWN BOOK. THE BOOK FOLK OBSERVE
MOST CAREFULLY IS THE BIBLE “ACCORDING TO
THE BELIEVER.” THEY READ THIS BOOK VERY
CLOSELY, CRITICALLY AND CONSTANTLY. THIS
#™ VERSE DEALS WITH THE SUBYECT OF SANCTIFICATION.
(EXPLAIN IN TERMS OF .) A, H. STRONG
WROTE THAT THE OCEAN V L WHOSE MACHINERY
IS OLD AND BROKEN DOWN MAY MAKE IT INTO PORT
AND TIE UP SAFELY AT THE DOCK. IHE VESSEL

GRACE
(3)




_3_

IS SAFE BUT NOT SOUND. REPAIRS MAY LAST A
LONG TIME. JUSTIFICATION MAKES THE BELIEVER
™  SAFE AND SANCTIFICATLON-MAKES HIM SOUND.
JUSTIFICATION IS TH@THROUGH WHICH WE
ENTER ONTO A LONG_AND™D ICULT ROAD CALLED
SANCTIFICATION., THE DESTINATION OF THE ROAD
IS CALLED GLORIFICATION, GODLY LIVING ON THE
PART OF THE BELIEVER IS A TESTIMONY TO THE
CHARACTER OF GoD. IF WE ARE SAVED BY GRACE
JBEN)WE SHOULD STUDY TO BE GODLY., [HE PHRASE
IS THE IDEA OF PEDAGOGY. I[N
5 THE BELIEVE IS IN GobD'S SCHOOL
OR CLASSROOM AND UNBELIEVERS ARE WATCHING
TO SEE IF HE IS MAKING PASSING GRADES OR
PLAYING HOOKEY IF HE IS A GOOD STUDENT OR
GOOFING OFF! SE

RIOUS&ENTS IN GoD’S
DEMY PRACTICE TWO {"INGY WORDS:
@_MLM; = THIS 1 IBLE WAY OF
@ >

r‘m’gjo

ING NO OR HAVING NOTHING TQ DO WITH
CERTAIN THINGS. - THIS IS A
REFERENCE TO UNGODLI LE WHICH IS
BASICALLY A WRONG ATTITUDE TOWARD Gop. THE
WORDS HQBh?%%GL%ﬁI DO NOT PRIMARILY REFER
TO SEXUAL NDUCT. IT IS A REFERENCE TO
STRONG DESIRE FOR THE THINGS THIS WORLD SYSTEM
EXALTS WITH NOTHING TO SHOW TO (GOD FOR A LIFE
LIVED ON THIS PLANET. I[N OTHER WORDS, WHEN A
PERSON GETS SAV IS DESIRES CHANGE.,

(I PETER 2:2) LIMINE - THERE IS A "“NOW
AGE” MENTALITY THAT WAS DEMONSIRATED IN THE
LIFE oF DEMAS. THE WORD %’“BE” MEANS
SENSIBLY OR WE _MIGHT SAY TO HAVE ONE'S HEAD
ON STRAIGHT. THE WORD ”E§§§;5223¥%" MEANS
TO WALK THE STRAIGHT AND OMMENT
REGARDING STEVE LARGENT - SEATTLE SEAHAWKS
o R CE TO HIMSELF AS A "STRAIGHT ARROW.")
- JUST AS JUSTIFICATION TAKES ONE OUT
OFEGYPT SO SANCTIFICATION TAKES EGYPT ouT
OF THE BELIEVER, WHEN WE SAY | DON'T DRINK,

I poN'T SMOKE, I DON'T CHEAT ON MY COMPANION
AND | DON'T CARE WHO KNOWS IT, ONE IS APT
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WI OLY PEQRLE AND NOT BELIEVE

ESS OR GODLINESS! THE LIFESTYLE OF
THE BELIEVER WILL BE UPSTREAM NOT DOWNSTREAM,
UPBEAT NOT DEADBEAT! (MATTHEW /:13-14)

[T IS POSSIBLE FOR MEN TO SEE GOD IN TH

OF HoLY SCRIPTURE,BUT THEY WILL LOOK MOST OF
ALL AT THE_PEQRLE.WHO PROFESS TO BE HIS,

[11. WHEN GOD APPEARS IN GLORY - 2:13

GRACE AND GLORY ARE UNSEPARABLY BOUND TOGETHER.
THOSE WHO -ARE “SAVED BY GRACE ARE SURE FOR
GLORY 23l DOES NOT USE THE WORD
Y" o REFERENCE TO THE FUTURE.
T IS SIMPLY "GLORIFIED.” [T IS IN THE AORIST
TENSE BUT REFERS TO COMPLETED ACTION IN THE
PAST, THAT IS, GOD SEES THE BELIEVER'S
GLORIFICATION AS ALREADY ACCOMPLISHED!
CHAFER SAYS: "Gop sTARTS ouT WITH 100 SHEEP
AND ARRIVES IN GLORY WITH 100 sHeep - NoT 99!
THERE IS AN INTERESTING TEXTUAL CONSIDERATION
REGARDING THE _.TRANSLATION OF THE TWO WORDS
AND FROM THE GREEK KAI. (THE SECOND IS AN
OBVIOUS REFERENCE TO THE DEITY OF CHRIST.)
SCHOLARS HAVE BEEN ARGUING OVER THE RELATION-
SHIP OF THE BLESSED HOPE AND THE GLORIOUS
APPEARING OF CHRIST WITH REFERENCE TO TIME
SEQUENCE. MANY ANTI-DISPENSATIONALISTS LIKE
TO LINK THESE TWO PHRASES AS OCCURRING AT THE
SAME TIME. DISPENSATIONALISTS SEE THE
PHRASES REFERRING TO ONE EVENT BUT TWO ASPECTS
OF THE EVENT SEPARATED BY SEVEN YEARS TIME.
-~ [N OTHER WORDS, ONE A REFERENCE TO THE RAPTURE
OF THE CHURCH, THE OTHER A REFERENCE TO THE
REVELATION OF MESSIAH.  THE BLESSED HOPE
IS ESPECIALLY MEANINGFUL TO THE BELIEVER
WHEREAS THE GLORIOUS APPEARING OF CHRIST

4
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AS KING RELATES TO HIS JUDICIAL FUNCTION IN
THAT CAPACITY. THERE IS ONE WORD THAT IS
SOMETIMES OVERLOQKED IN THIS VERSE, IT IS
THE TERM HOPE. THE ONLY HOPE FOR THIS
PLANET, BOTH PERSONALLY AND POLITICALLY IS
BOUND UP IN JESUS CHRIST. JUST AS JEsus’
FIRST COMING BROUGHT HOPE TO THE WORLD, SO
HIS SECOND COMING WILL DO THE SAME AGAIN.
IN 1965, DrR. LEHMAN STRAUSS PUBLISHED A BOOK
ON PROPHECY., THE LAST CHAPTER OF THAT BOOK
IS ENTITLED “Our ONLY HoPE, IT 1s STILL
TRUE,

5 O,;,\/,{] —




RoBERT K. SPRADLING DecemBer 17, 1989

SOMEONE IS COMING AND IT ISN'T SANTA CLAUS

~

[ WAS GROWING UP IN THE COUNTRY. [HE FAINT
© HUM OF AN_AUTOMOBILE ENGINE IN THE DISTANCE,
EVEN BEFORE IT CAME INTO VIEW, THE SOUND OF
AUTO TIRES ON A GRAVEL ROAD, A DOG BARKING
AND LOOKING DOWN THE ROAD, WERE .ALL SIGNS
THAT SOMEONE WAS APPROACHING THE HOUSE.
WE cOULD OFTEN TELL WHO WAS COMING BEFORE
THEY ARRIVED BY THE MAKE AND_COLOR OF THE
AUTOMOBILE, IF WALKING THE NATURE OF THE
WALK, CQ%QR OF THE CLOTHES OR SOUND OF THE
VOICE., WAS ALWAYS A_SPECIAL TIME WHEN
“COMPANY WAS COMING.” THERE IS A RECURRING
“THEME IN THE BIBLE THAT SOMEONE IS COMING.
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT THE_EMPHASIS 1S SIMPLY
"HE 1s coMING.” IN THE GOSPELS "HE 1S HERE.
) THE EPISTLES AND REVELATION - "HE IS COMING
AGAIN!” TODAY, WE WILL EXAMINE SEVERAL
PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE THAT SPEAK OF MESSIAH'S
COMING TO EARTH TWICE. (BY THE wAY,
MESSIANIC EXCITEMENT WAS ALIVE WHEN JESUS
CAME THE FIRST TIME AND WILL BE SO WHEN HE
COMES THE SECOND TIME. THE WORD MESSIAH
SIMPLY MEANS “ANOINTED ONE.” IN THE OLD
TESTAMENT, PEOPLE AND THINGS WERE ANOINTED
FOR SACRED PURPOSES. PRIESTS AND KINGS WERE
CONSECRATED WITH OIL. ISRAELITES DID NOT
CROWN A KING - THEY ANOINTED HIM!)

[. SOMEONE WHO IS ETERNAL YET VIRGIN BORN -
Isa1an 7:14

IN THE TEXT, THE "SIGN” WAS SOMETHING SUPER-
NATURAL FROM Gop. THE USAGE OF THE PLURAL
WITH “You” GOES BEYOND AHAZ TO THE WHOLE
HOUSE OF DAVID. THE TERM ”"IMMANUEL” REFERS
To GoD IN FLESH. (JoHun 1:14) IN IsA1aH 9:6,

;;"SOMEONE'S COMING"” WERE EXCITING WORDS WHEN

PRASINGPIONGAI NS

n
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9t
ONE OF TﬁE_ﬁEhES\Q;QACHED }Q/GGR BLESSED
LorD IS “THE EVERLCASTING FATHER.” THE
LITERAL REFERENCE 1S "FATHER OF THE AGES.”
THE WORD FATHER IS HERE APPLIED TO THE SON
BECAUSE HE ALONG WITH GOoD THE FATHER SHARED
ETERNITY. |HE HEBREWS USED THE WORD FATHER
WITH GREAT VARIETY. IT COULD REFER TO A
LITERAL FATHER, ANCESTOR, RULER OR 1 CTOR,
THIS PHRASE REFERS TO THE SAVIOUR, NOT ONLY
AS TO HIS EVERLASTING NARMRE AND DURATION,
IN_THAT CAPACITY-O0R
. JESUS TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES REGARDING
IS ETERNAL BEING. (I JouN 1:2 sTATES ”
THE LIFE WAS MANIFESTED AND WE HAVE SEEN IT,
AND BEAR WITNESS, AND SHEW UNTO YOU THAT
_EI.E.B.NAL_LJ.EE_EH_LQI:I_HA.S_WTH THE _FATHER AND
! MAN D UNTO US. JESUS STATED OFTEN
IS DISCIPLES ETERNAL LIFE.
How couLD A FINITE BEING GIVE
OTHER FINITE BEINGS SOMETHING OF INFINITE
QUALITY - NAMELY ETERNAL LIFE? ANSWER: HE
COULDN'T UNLESS HE WERE ETERNAL!™ THE VIRGIN
BIRTH WAS GOD’S WAY OF BRINING A PERSON TO
EARTH WHO WAS NOT TAINTED WITH ORIGINAL
SIN AND COULD THUS REDEEM SINFUL MANKIND.
EVERY PERSON FROM ADAM ON IS BORN A SPIRITUAL
CASUALTY. [|HE ONLY EXCEPTION TO THIS WAS
JEsus CHR1sT. (PsaLm 51:5, 58:3) It 15
NOT MY PURPOSE TO PROVE OR DEFEND THE DOCTRINE
OF THE VIRGIN BIRTH. C(EXPLAIN THAT THIS
DOCTRINE TEACHES THE SINLESSNESS OF JESUS,
NOT MARY.) THERE ARE SEVERAL REASONS FOR
BELIEVING THE VIRGIN BIRTH APART FROM THE
CLEAR DECLARATION OF SCRIPTURE. (MATT.

1:18-21, Luke 1:35)

=

Q.LLL&H.EWMME - MarY
LIED. UKE !

(2) THE CHRISTMAS STORY - THIS IS THE PRIMARY
STORY AND THE HIGHLIGHT OF FAMILY LIFE. IT
IS NOT THE KIND OF STORY WE WANT OUR CHILDREN

TO KNOW IF THERE ARE IMMORAL CONNOTATIONS.

B—
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(3) _MARY COULD HAVE SAVED JESUS' LIFE RY
—ADMITTING HER OWN IMPROPRIETY.

II. SOMEONE WHO WOULD BE BOTH HUMAN AND
DIVINE - Isa1aH 9:6

How A PERSON COULD BE BOTH HUMAN AND DIVINE
WITHOUT A DUAL PERSONALITY IS A MYSTERY
BEYOND HUMAN COMPREHENSION. MYTHOLOGY AND
RELIGIOUS SUPERSTITION TAUGHT ABOUT FREAKISH
GODS WHO CAME DOWN FROM THE HEAVENS BEARING
THE APPEARANCE OF PART MAN AND PART ANIMAL.
FOR EXAMPLE, THERE WAS THE GOD WHO WAS HALF
MAN, HALF HORSE, ANOTHER HALF WOMAN, HALF
TR FISH., BUT THESE FANCIFUL AND GROTESQUE
S f{/ ABSURDITIES ARE MISSING FROM THE BIBLE
. _PRESENTATION OF JESUS CHRIST WHO WAS BQTH
HUMAN AND DIVINE IN PERFECT_BALANCE. IN
~ CHURCH HISTORY, THERE WERE / ECUMENICAL
COUNCILS IN THE THIRD AND FOURTH CENTURIES
TO DEAL WITH DOCTRINAL PROBLEMS. FOR EXAMPLE,
THE BEST KNOW IS THE COUNCIL OF NICEA IN
5 HAVING TO DO WITH THE DIETY OF CHRIST.
THE CONFLICT WAS BETWEEN ARIUS AND ATHANASIUS
OVER TWO WORDS REFERRING TO QUR LORD’S DIETY,
THE WORDS SIMILAR AND SAME. [HE FOURTH OF
THESE COUNCILS WAS IN O5I A.D. AT CHALCEDON.
SIX HUNDRED THIRTY BISHOPS MET TO DEAL WITH
A RECURRING PROBLEM CENTERING AROUND A MAN
NAMED NESTORIUS, A LEARNED AND ELOQUENT MONK
FROM ANTIOCH WHO WAS COQRRUPTING_THE DOCTRINE
OF THE TWO NATURES OF CHRIST. THE COUNCIL
WAS FRAUGHT WITH DISORDER AND TUMULT. SIMPLY
STATED THE SUBSTANCES OF THEIR CONCLUSION
WAS THAT OUR LORD JESuS CHRIST WAS_PERFECT

IN DIETY, PERFECE IN HUIMAN.&LL_QN.E_BER.S.QN-
iHEY SAID THAT E IS ONE (CHRIST EXISTING

IN TWO NATURES WITHOUT MIXTURE, WITHOUT
DIVISION, WITHOUT SEPARATION, THE DIVERSITY
OF THE NATURES NOT BEING DESTROYED BY

VY

1
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THEIR UNION IN THE ONE PERSON, BUT THE
PECULTAR PROPERTIES OF EACH BEING PRESERVED

AND CONCURRING TO THE ONE PERSON." LET

US EXAMINE [SAIAH Y:b IN THIS REGARD:

(A) HIS HUMANITY - ZEQR_UNIQ_ﬁSﬁA_QﬂlLD
IS BORN.” JESUS CHRIST BEGAN HIS LIFE AS

A BABY IN BETHLEHEM'S MANGER, GREW AND
DEVELOPED INTO PERFECT MANHOOD., HE HAD EVERY
ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF HUMAN NATURE

WITH ONE EXCEPTION - HE HAD NO SIN NOR THE
CAPACITY TO COMMIT SIN, SIN IS AN ABNORMALITY
AND NOT ESSENTIAL OR NECESSARY AS PART OF

TRUE HUMAN NATURE. JESUS WAS BORN WITH A

PURE HUMAN NATURE. IN THE FINEST SENSE OF

THE WORD, HE WAS THE TRUE REPRESENTATIVE

OF ALL HUMANITY. BeEcAuse HE wAS HUMAN, HE 1s
ONCE AND FOREVER LINKED TO THE HUMAN RACE

AND ASSURES ALL MEN EVERYWHERE OF HIS INTEREST
IN AND SYMPATHY FOR THEM FOR HE IS KNOWN EVEN
TODAY AS “THE MAN CHRIST Jesus.” Our LorD
MANIFESTED TRUE HUMAN EMPTIONS IN THAT HE

WAS GRIEVED, LOVED, WAS WEARY, THIRSTY,

SLEEPY AND HUNGRY,

(B) His DIETY - "UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN.”
JESUS CHRIST,DID NOT BEGIN HIS EXISTENCE

IN BETHLEHEM'S MANGER FOR HE WAS ONE WHO

HAD EXISTED FOR ALL ETERNITY. BETHLEHEM

WAS HIS INCARNATION, THAT IS WHERE HE BECAME
FLESH, BUT IT WAS JUST A DOOR THROUGH WHICH
HE ENTERED INTO HUMAN EXISTENCE. [ HAVE
ALWAYS BEEN IMPRESSED WITH THE FACT THAT
JESUS' DIETY WAS NOT ONLY DEMONSTRATED BY
WHAT HE DID BUT BY WHAT HE PERMITTIED.
(COMPARE ACCEPTANCE OF WORSHIP. EITHER JESUS
WAS GOD OR HE WAS A_CHARLATAN OF THE HIGHEST
OR LOWEST ORDER!) TIME WILL NOT PERMIT AN
EXAMINATION OF THE NAMES IN THE TEXT. WE
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WILL LIMIT IT TO PRINCE OF PEACE - THIS
PHRASE DESCRIBES THE NATURE AND CHARACTER

~ OF MESSIAH'S RULE. HE WILL BE A PEACEFUL
PRINCE WHO WILL BRING PEACE TO EARTH.
THIS PHRASE DISTINGUISHES THIS KING FROM ALL
OTHER KINGS AND PRINCES IN HUMAN HISTORY.
MOST HAVE DELIGHTED IN TAKING TERRITORY BY
THE SWORD AND THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD. HOWEVER,
MESSIAH WILL PROMOTE UNIVERSAL PEACE AND HIs
REIGN WILL PUT AND END TO WAR AND BRING
PERMANENT HARMONY AMONG THE NATIONS OF EARTH.
PEACE IS AND HAS BEEN THE THEME, THE KEYNOTE
OF MOST ADMINISTRATION IN AMERICAN DURING MY
LIFETIME.

IT11. SOMEONE WHO IS BOTH SERVANT AND
SOVEREIGN - Isa1aw 52:13-15, 53:11

PN THIS TEXT TEACHES THAT MEN WERE ASTONISHED AT
JESUS' FIRST COMING AND THEY WILL ALSO BE
AT His SECOND cCOMING., (EXPLAIN)
N THE NEW TESTAMENT-PHILIPPIANS 2:6-9
__— PRESENTS THE STEPS OF OUR LORD FROM SOVEREIGN
2 {4-To sERVANT. (Mark 10:45, JouN 13)  THRIST
s CAME TO EARTH_NOT AS AN ARISTOCRAT BUT AS

AN ARTISAN., THE PURPOSE OF THIS GREAT
DESCENT IS REVEALED IN MATTHEW 1:21.

—— ’/A’Abff’/ &
V. SOMEONE WHO WOULD DIECONCEVBUT COME

TO EARTH TWICE - I PeTer 1:9-11 -

OUR STATEMENT SOUNDS MORE LIKE A RIDDLE THAN
REALITY., WHAT SOME OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS,
AND ALL OF THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS OF JESUS
o DAY MISSED IN SCRIPTURE WAS THAT MESSIAH
WOULD COME TO EARTH NOT ONCE BUT TWICE.
(CONSIDER TEXT) HIS FIRST COMING WOULD
RESULT IN SUFFERING AND A CROSS. HIs
SECOND COMING WOULD BE IN GLORY AND A CROWN,

N 4
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JESUS MADE THIS DISTINCTION EARLY IN HIS

MINISTRY, (LUKE 4:16-21) THE Isa1ax 61:1-2

PASSAGE CONTINUES ON DAY OF VENGANCE
verot WHERE HE

SIGNIFICANT. J. D. JONES SAID THAT WE MUST

MAKE THE CHRIST OF HISTORY THE CHRIST IN

OUR HEARTS. (MATTHEW I1:78, Rev. 3:20)
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SOMEONE IS COMING / 7+ =
PN Mark 1:1-11

LAYS )
s
THE GOSPEL OF MARK DOES NOT CONTAIN A
GENEALOGY OF JESUS - 'A SERVANT DOES NOT NEED
, A GENEALOGY. THE EMPHASIS IN THIS GOSPEL IS
(¢0D€s2SNOT WHAT OUR_LORD'DESERVES BUT WHAT HE' DOES.
- .wg;JT IS THE "ACTION GOSPEL WITH KEY WORDS -
" £ [MMEDIATELY AND STRAIGHTWAY. MARK BEGINS.
D JWITH THE ANNOUNCEMENT - CSOMEONE IS COMING
AND IT ISN'T SANTA CLAUSTOR R
[T 1S _SOMEONE EVERYONE SHOULD KNOW. (RELATE
To COUNTRY LIVING AND THE ARRIVAL OF “COMPANY” -
VOICES, CAR LIGHTS, TIRES ON GRAVEL, DOGS
BARKING - RELATE SOUND ACTIVATED_DRIVEWAY
LIGHTS.) IN THE BIBLE, TH

SAYS HE IS COMING, THE &Eﬁﬁiﬁi&gﬁY ﬁE 1S
@  HERE, THE ERISTLES AND] saY He 1s

COMING AGAIN,

I. THE SOMEONE THE PROPHETS WROTE ABOUT -
142-3

AFTER THE DEATH OF .SOLOMON, THERE WAS A TIME

OF _POLITICAL TURMOIL IN ISRAEL CHARACTERIZED
., BY DECLINE AND' DIVISION. GOD RAISED UP A
/#  GROUP OF MEN WHO WERE SPOKESMEN.FOR.HIM.

®.¢ ” THEY WERE CALLED.PROPHELS. [HEY SPOKE TO

O  THE NATION SMORAJ. AND_SPIRITUAL SICKNESS,
WARNED OF DIVINE JUDGMENT, YET SAW BEYOND
THAT PRESENT AGE TO_GLORIOQUS DAYS IN THE

FUTURE, [N _THE _EARLY DAYS, WHAT THEY SAID

WAS L ARGELY 'SPOKEN BUT LATER THEY BEGAN TO
«»  WRITE AND WHAT THEY SAID IS~RECORDEDwIN
SCRIPTURE. IHE MESSAGE THEY SPOKE AND WROTE
WAS NOT THEIR OWN, IT WAS FRoM.Gop 1o His
PEOPLE., (BY THE WAY, THERE ARE {E
TODAY., SOME SAY THEY ARE BUT IT TS

=D, SELF-APPOINTED, AND OFTEN SELE-SERVING

| 4
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AFFAIR. THE BIBLE I1S,.COMPLETE AND GOD_IS
NOT..ADDING. ANYTHING TO THE DIVINE RECORD.
ALSO, FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVE THERE ARE PROPHETS
STk, SPEAKING, ONE COULD UNDERSTAND THE JIM
AND TAMMY DILEMMA - YOUR WORD ON THE ~SAME
E-WITH-SCRIPTURE! SO WHO CAN ARGUE WITH
D!) MARK SPEAKS OF TWO PRIMARY PROPHECIES
REGARDING MESSIAH'S coMING: (1) MaLacHI 3:1 -
(2) IsA1aH . U40:3 - IN BOTH PROPHECIES A CALL
FOR THE NATION TO GET READY EOR_THEIR MESSIAH.
BoTH PROPHECIES USE THE WORD PREPARE. I[N

THE ANCIENT EAST, ROAD-RERAIR.WAS_NOT.MUCH,
ORDINARY.ROADS. WERE_NOT SURFACED..AND..SURFACED
ROADS WERE SPECIAL, BUILT PRIMARILY.FOR.THE
KING.TO USE., SUCH ROADS WERE CALLED THE
KING'S HIGHWAY AND THEY WERE KEPT IN REPAIR
SPECIFICALLY FOR THE KING'S JOURNEY. BEFORE
A KING ARRIVED AT A CERTAIN DESTINATION, A
SPECIAL-PERSON WAS SENT OUT TO -CHECK-.THE

ROAD _AND. TO_GILVE.ADVANCED. NOTICE.OF HIS
COMING..AND._THAT. PERSON-WAS-KNOWN-AS.THE FORE=
RUNNER. [T WAS HIS RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE
SURE EVERYTHING WAS READY AS HE ANNOUNCED

THE KING'S COMING. SUCH WAS THE MINISTRY

OF JoHN THE BAPTIST. IN ONE SENSE OF THE
WORD HE WAS THE LAST.OF«THE~GREAT..PROPHETIC
VOICES OF THE OLD JESTAMENT ERA.

[I. THE SOMEONE JOHN THE BAPTIST PREACHED -
1:4-8

THE'OLDEST PERSON ALIVE AT THIS TIME, HAD
NEVER SEEN A REAL-LIFE PROPHET IN JSRAEL.
FOUR HUNDRED SILENT-YEARS HAD PASSED SINCE
MALACHI SPOKE WITH DIVINE AUTHOREFY BUT
SINCE THAT TIME THERE HAD BEEN.NO.VOICE.
[T WAS A TIME WHEN RELIGLOUS LEADERS
EMPHASIZED RELIGIOUS RITUAL BUT. NOBODY
SPOKE FOR (GOD. THEN FROM THE DESERT CAME
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A _MAN WHOSE _MINISTRY WAS TO START
,.BLEHEAﬁ_BEﬂﬁBAM FOR THE MESSIAH'S ARRIVAL,
~ ANCE HAVNER HAS SUGGESTED THAT JOHN THE
BAPTIST WOULD BE VERY WNUELCQUL, IN MOST
CHURCHES TODAY -, JDING OURS!
(1) His press {v.&)

JOHN HAD NOT READ THE POPULAR BOOK ~“DRESS
FOR.SUCCESS.” THERE WAS AN 'AURA AND AROMA
OF THE OUTDOORS ABOUT THIS STRONG PERSON.
HE HAD NEVER HEARD OF BAN. OR ANY OTHER LOTION
OR PERFUME AND IF YOU EVERNBEEN AROUND A

éé CAMEL OR CAMEL _SKINS-YOU. CAMIMAGINE SOMETHING

“OF HIS APPEARANCE AND SMELL ! 7/
_ !
(2) His DIET (v.&)

~.  IMAGINE TAKING JOHN THE BAPTIST FOR-LUNCH- -
| LOCUST AND WILD HONEY NOT ON THE.MENU = SNAILS

INSTEAD!  (7e)

(3) HIS DECLARATION (7D (/ l""“f?“j« 2

Tea h Lt — o M
HE CALLED PEOPLE SNAKES. HE CALLED FOR PUBLIC
REPENTANCE AND STRALGHT=FORWARD LIVING. THE
WORD STRAIGHT WAS THE HALLMARK OF HIS
MESSAGE. L .

A FRFF CAMFI RIDF Tn'WHn%ME%VBRQuﬁﬁI_IHE
ANCE HAVNER)

E MADE SOME PEOPLE TERRIBLY. .MAD, (HEROD)
‘SCARED SINNERS BUT NOBODV—§tEPT WHILE
HE PREACHED. |HROW AWAY THE -“DO-NOT DISTURB”
SIGNS THAT HANG ABOUT THE NECKS OF SO MANY
TODAY. [|HE PEQPLE HAD NEVER HEARD. ANYONE
~ LIKE JOHN THE BAPTIST SPEAK AND IT ELECTRIFIED,
EXC AND_E\/ JZED THE NATION. [HE PHRASE

- =)

X R CE. WAS A CALL TO A PUBLIC
§ 10 SHOW'A g 'E ACCEPTANCE OF WHAT
J HN WAS SAYING, THAT IS, GET READY FOR THE

| y
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MESSIAH. THE WORD CONFESSION SIMPLY MEANT
THESE PEOPLE WERE WILLING TO MAKE A-SPIRITUAL
™  CHANGE AND THEY NEEDED TO QUALIFY THEMSELVES

FOR THE MESsIAH'S coMing. (COMPARE

MaTTHEW 10:32, Romans 10:9-10) THE RITUAL OF
BAPTISM SIMPLY POINTED TO THE REALITY OF AN
INWARD CHANGE. BAPTISM SHOWED A CHANGE OF
HEART, IN OTHER WORDS REPENTANCE. BY THE
, WAY THE. SCRIPTURAL ORDER HAS NOT CHANGED,
AcTs 18:8

-——-

[I1. THE SOMEONE WHO PLEASED GOD - 1:9-11

THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY IS TAUGHT IN THE
BIBLE AND ILLUSTRATED HERE AS NO OTHER PLACE
IN THE BIBLE., ON THE BANKS OF THE JORDAN
RIVER IT WAS/TESTIMONY TIME AND OUR LORD'S
EAPTISMA% SERVICE WAS SO IMPORTANT THAT
0D THE FATHER FELT COMPELLED TO P TE
“  As HE DID ALSO AT THE TRANSFIGURAfé%ﬁ
(MATTHEW . 17:5) QUESTION: X WAS JES| S
BAPTIZED? OBVIOUSLY HE WAS NO "TZED FOR
FORGIVENESS. OF SINS-FOR-HE HAD NONE . IT IS
BASICALLY. IDENTI TION OF THE WORLD'S SIN
AND THE NATION OF I[SRAEL AND INTRODUCTION
~ INTO HIS MESSIANIC OFFICE, WITH THIS PUBLIC
ACT BEGAN HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY. ALSO NOTICE
THAT THE BAPTISM HERE AND IN OTHER PARTS OF
SCRIPTURE WAS BY "IMMERSION. (THE GREEK

ek

PREPOSITIONS MAKE THIS VERY CLEAR.) [THE
WORD “OPENED” IN THE TEXT IS A VERY
INTERESTING WORD., IT 1S THE GREEK
SCHIZOMENOUS. IHE PREFIX OF THE WORD MEANS
TO SPLIT OR DIVIDE. WE ARE ACQUAINTED WITH
THE TERM AS IT IS APPLIED TO A PSYCHOTIC

o DISORDER WHERE PEOPLE WITHDRAW FROM REALITY
BECAUSE.OF A SEVERE_DISTURBANCE OF THE
THOUGHT PROCESSES. | “DOVE" - THE EMPHASIS
IS ON A DOVE-LIKE FORM AND NOT A DOVE-LIKE
WAY OR MANNER. THE DOVE 1S ONE OF THE

"é’ﬁ/
a ey
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LONG, 36 FEET HIGH AND FEATURED 00 LIFE-SIZE
FIGURES IN A_SINGLE PICTURE. YET TO LOOK
@™ AT IT, IT WAS VERY DISAPPOINTING. IT WAS A
-CONGLOMERATE MASS OF CHARACTERS WITH_NO
_GENTRAL PERSON OR PIVOTAL POINT UPON WHICH TO
FIX THE EYE. BY CONTRAST WERE THE WORKS OF
. IHE SI1STINE CHAPEL ABOUNDS WITH
HIS WORKS BUT ACCORDING TO THE CRITICS HE
NEVER UNDERTOOK A TASK WITHOUT
QBJECT.IN.VIEW, HOWEVER DELICATE THE DETAILS
OF THE BACKGROUND OF HLS WORK, THEY SIMPLY
SERVED TO MAKE THE (CEMZRAL _OBJECT MORE
STRIKING, HUMAN HIST NOT A CONGLOMERATE
MASS OF UNRELATED EVENTS BUT RATHER THE
WORKING OUT OF THE PLAN OF (GOD THROUGHOUT THE
AGES. GOD’'S ETERNAL PURPOSE FOR ALL HUMAN
BEINGS AND HUMAN HISTORY IS TO HAVE THEM
VITALLY RELATED TO HIS SoN, JeEsus CHRIST. HE
IS THE CENTRAL FIGURE OF HISTORY. IHE GOSPEL
ENCOURAGES MEN NOT TO GET RELIGION BUT TO
ENJOY A PERSONALW WITH JESUS
CHrIST., (THE woO SHIP IS A KIND OF
BUZZ WORD TODAY THAT IS USED AS A SUBSTITUTE
FOR COMMITMENT. HOWEVER, ONE NOTABLE
EXCEPTION TO THIS POOR USAGE IS AS IT RELATES
ﬁ» TO ONE KNOWING JESUS CHRIST,

HE ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION HAS
‘561W1TH THE LOCATION OF JESUS CHRIST IN YOUR
LIFE, ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE HE 1S EITHER
ON THE OUTSIDE TRYING TO GET IN OR HE 1S ON
THE INSIDE CONTROLLING ONE’'S LIFE,

(REVELATION 3:20)

-

N c;/ W//J/T' ‘/J/jv
DZFM:L.E:;“‘\'{ ::\efc’dg“r
W2 b

<



RoBERT K. SPRADLING DE;EMBER 13, 1987

WHAT'S RIGHT ABOUT CHRISTMAS?

FOorR MOST PEOPLE, CHRISTMAS IS THE

SEASON OF THE YEAR. CHRISTMAS, AS WE KNOW
IT, IS A MIXTURE OF MANY ELEMENTS - SOME
RELIGIOUS, SOME_CULTURA| , SOME . You
MIGHT BE SURPRISED TO LEARN THAT CHRISTMAS

AS A CHRISTIAN FESTIVAL DID NOT COME INTO
EXISTENCE UNTIL THE FOURTH OR FIFTH _CENTURY.
THEN THE DATE WAS SET AT DECEMBER 25, WHEREAS
BEFORE THERE HAD BEEN A WIDE RANGE OF DATES
ALL THE WAY FRoM DECEMBER TO MAY. _EAMILY,

L Jﬂﬂﬂb.ﬁﬂiﬁ%ﬂﬁﬂlﬁ, GLELS AND ALL THE THINGS
/a4 .\ THAT MAKE CHRISTMAS SUCH.A.HAEEI.iEﬁ§Q%
\ % .,/ )ARE_RIGHT IN OUR LIVES AND WE RECOGNIZE AND
APPRECIATE THE VALUE OF ,THIS TRADITION.
THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF jﬁit'RIGHT THINGS WITH
~ REFERENCE TO OUR LORD'S BIRTH THAT MAY HAVE

ESCAPED OUR ATTENTION., LET US EXAMINE THESE
BEFORE CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR:

[. HIS BIRTH WAS THE RIGHT TIME -~ ?fJC;
CHRONOLOGICALLY - GALATIANS L. 4 '

122e_ /8 ' G&2
ALmosT 2000 YEARS AGO, IN AN OBSCURE VILLAGE
IN [SRAEL, A BABY WAS BORN IN A STABLE.
HISwRARENTS WERE POOR AND BY ORDINARY
STANDARDS - ORDINARY. SINCE THAT TIME,
RILLIONS OF BABIES HAVE REEN BORN YET THERE
WAS SOMETHING .NIQUE ABOUT THAT CHILD TO
THE EXTENT THAT WHERE HE WAS BORN AND WHEN
HE WAS BORN BECAML‘%LQLA;EQ&M_&W
PERSON I T E WAS A GOD SEND, THAT

"T§'THE'W§EE%£E%£NT WAS GOD'S DOING, .

(JOHN 1: lMG JOHN 3:16) THE PHRASE, "His son”.

. JIM McGINLAY USED TO REMIND HIS AUDIENCE
THAT IT IS EASY TO HAVE A WRONG. OPINION




ABOUT OUR..CHILDREN O AS WELL AS AN
UNSCRIPTURAL OPINION Jﬂu*f;;unp
~ RELATED_THE STORY OF A MOTHER HO HAD. SKED
HIM TO PRAY FOR HER SON, HE ASKED: “WHAT'S
WRONG WITH YOUR SON?" "NOTHING,” WAS HER
REPLY, "HE'S A GOOD BOY, HONEST, UPRIGHT
AND HE HAS NEVER CAUSED ME A MOM
,VANXJETY. MCGINLAY THEN ASKED,{ LD
‘[ "PRAY FOR HIM?“ THE MOTHER ADDED: HE
ONLY THING THAT ISLNRONG IS _THAT HE DOES
NOT KNOW CHRIST.” - H A G
BOY, | st OT PRAY FOR HIN
REPLY, THE MOTHER WAS A BIT

_INDIGNANT AT
<:32)'THISqZIRANGE RESPONSE, _MCGINLAY EXPLAINED
THAT GOD IS NOT IN THE BUSINESS OF NG

i % MOTHER DID NOT REALIZE THAT HER BOY WAS
Gl OF THE ONLY CRIME THAT WILL DAMN A
'SOUL FOREVER AND THAT IS REJECTION OF JESUS
CHRIST. [T WAS NOT UNTIL THAT MOTHER WAS
WILLING TO PRAY AND RECOGNIZE THAT ALL OF
THE .NATURAL QUALITIES OF HER SON HAD NOTHING
‘ WITH THE FACL HE HAD REJECTED
';‘- Gop’s son! ON AND WHAT WE THINK
" OF HIM THAT IS SO CRITICAL. (MY FIRST
\\\\ 'PASTORATE OUT OF SEMINARY WAS IN A SMALL
ORTHERN INDIANA TOWN. SOME OF THE RICHEST
SOIL | HAVE EVER SEEN WAS LOCATED IN THAT
COUNTY. MANY OF THE PEOPLE ARE FARMERS
AND CAME FROM A LONG LINE OF FARMERS WHO
DELIGHTED IN THEIR FARMS. | REMEMBER ON
ONE PARTICULAR OCCASION WHEN A MAN WAS
SHOWING ME HIS FARM AND DESCRIBING HOW HE

HAD MADE IT THROUGH THE DEPRESSLﬁN WITH
A FEW COWS, PIGS AND CHICKENS. OW THAT

™ TINY FARM HAD DEVELOPED INTO SEVERAL HUNDRED

ACRES, STANDING RICH WITH CORN, CATTLE,BARNS,
EQUIPMENT, PROSPERITY EVERYWHERE. [ ASKED
MY FRIEND ABOUT THE EUTURE, HIS AND HIS FARM.




A~ : WHOLE
.) DurR WHOLE TINY 1S WRAPPED UP
IN GOD'S SON. THE PHRASE'

HE HAD LIVED AND WORKED HARD ON THAT PIECE
OF LAND AND NOW WANTE 0O PASS IT ON TO
IN

SUGGESTS THE INSTRUME Y OF
INCARNATION, [T IS INTERESTING THAT THE
WOMAN AND NOT MAN IS MENTIONED., (OULD THE
REASON BE A VEILED REFERENCE TO THE VIRGIN
BIRTH? HOWEVER, THE PHRASE THAT ARRESTS OUR
ATTENTIONIN THE TEXT IS “THE_FULLNESS OF _
TIME CAME...," (N.A.S.V.)" WHAT TIME WAS
1T% IT WAS Gop’s TIME AND HE WAS ON TIME.
ESUS’ BIRTH WAS NOT AN AGGIDENT..
BUT RATHER AN «APPOINTM ICE. [HE
vAST ROMAN EMPIRE WITH ITS RO%H%’KND LEGAL
SYSTEM DOMINATED THE WORLD. |HE PEACE OF
ROME PREVAILED., THE GREEK LANGUAGE MADE
IT POSSIBLE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN HUMAN
HISTORY FOR MEN TO COMMUNICATE ON A WORLD-
WIDE BASIS THRQUGH A COMMON TONGUE .
ALEXANDER THE GREAT HAD MADE THE WORLD A
GRECIAN WORLD_AND THAT LANGUAGE WAS SPOKEN
EVERYWHERE. THE LANGUAGE BARRIER HAD BEEN
BROKEN DOWN AND THE GOSPEL COULD GO FORTH
UNHINDERED WITH THIS UNIVERSAL TONGUE,
JUDAISM HAD PREPARED THE WORLD RELIGIOUSLY.
Now, THE WORLD WAS READY FOR A SAVIOUR.
THE TERM FULLNESS MEANS TO FILL UP OR BECOME
FULL. ALL OF THE EVENTS IN GoD’S DIVINE
PROGRAM HAD REACHED COMPLETION, IT WAS TIME
FOR JESUS TQ COME ONTO THE STAGE OF HUMAN
HISTORY., (THE WORD FULLNESS IS USED IN
OTHER BIBLE PHRASES SUCH AS "THE FULLNESS

THE GENTILES”., THIS IS A PHRASE USED
WITH_REFERENCE TO THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH.,
-~ "-“I'_}Z?_l ’r r/ 4

———
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[1., HIS BIRTH WAS IN THE RIGHT FAMILY
- GENEALOGICALLY - MATTHEW 1:1

IN THE BIBLE, FAMIILY TREE IS MORE IMPORTANT
THAN CHRISTMAS TREE. IHE TEXT SAYS “THE
BOOK OF THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS CHRIST....
<§D (FOR MANY YEARS, THE HOLIDAY SEASON WAS A
TIME WHEN BOTH SIDES OF OUR FAMILY GOT
TOGETHER OVER A PERIOD OF TIME, ON MY
HE , THEY NEVER TIRED OF TALKING
ABOUT THEIR RELATIVES WHO CAME TO THIS
COUNTRY FROM SCOTLAND AND SETTLED IN NORTH
CAROLINA, IT 1S A sTORY I HAVE HEARD MANY
TIMES. HOWEVER, ON MY DAD’S SIDE THEY
DIDN'T KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THEIR FAMILY
ANCESTORS - THEY DIDN'T TALK MUCH ABOUT
THEM AND THERE MAY HAVE BEEN GOOD REASON FOR
THE SILENCE!) QUESTION: "WHY IS GENEALOGY
™\ SO IMPORTANT?” ~JEWS WERE.INTERESTED IN
GENEALOGY. FOR INSTANCE, A PRIEST HAD TO BE
ABLE TO PRODUCE AN UNBROKEN RECORD OF HIS
PEDIGREE ALL THE WAY BACK TO AARON. IF HE
MARRIED, HIS WIFE MUST TRACE HER_FAMILY TREE
FOR AT LEAST FIVE GENERATIONS. THE SANHEDRIN
KEPT THESE RECORDS., POINT: JESUS' TRUE
GENEALOGICAL RECORD COULD BE TRACED BACK TO
TWO OF THE MOST IMPORTANT PEOPLE IN OLD
TESTAMENT HISTORY - ABRAHAM (RACIAL LINE)
AND DAVID (ROYAL LINE). THAT IS TO SAY,
MATTHEW TRACES THE LEGAL LINE THROUGH JOSEPH
WHILE LUKE TRACES THE BIOLOGICAL LINE THROUGH
MARY. SIMPLY STATED, JESUS HAD THE LEGAL
RIGHT TO THE THRONE OF DAVID - THE RECORD
DECLARES THIS TO BE A FACT. IT IS IRONICAL
THAT THE RECORD KEEPERS WERE THE VERY ONES
WHO REFUSED TO ACCEPT HIM AS KING OF THE
JEwWS., JESUS WAS CHEATED BY THE RELIGIOUS
HYPOCRITES OUT OF THAT WHICH WAS RIGHTFULLY
His. HE WILL RETURN FROM THE DEAD TO CLAIM

n

N )
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HIS THRONE FOR HE 1s INDEED THE SoN oF DAVID
KiNne oF THE JEws! THAT STEADFAST INSISTENCE
cosT HIM His LIFE. PETER MAKES AN IMPORTANT
POINT IN HIS PENTECOSTAL PREACHING ON HOW
THE CRUCIFIED CHRIST COULD AND WILL TAKE HIs
ROYAL THRONE - HE 1S ISRAEL'S MEsSIAH!

(AcTs 2:2#-36)
[11. HISTBIRTH WAS IN THE RIGHTPLACE)

GEOGRAPHICALLY - MicaH 5:2 (s

QUESTION: LEFT TO/CHANCE, WHAT WOULD BE THE
ODDS THAT A SPECIFIC COUPLE EXPECTING A
CHILD WOULD LEAVE THEIR HOME IN.-NORTHERN
[SRAEL ENROUTE TO JERUSALEM TO ENROLL

FOR TAX PURPOSES, STOPPING AT BETHLEHEM AT
THE EXACT TIME WHEN THE BABY IS SCHEDULED TO
BE BORN? NOTE, THEY DID NOT TRAVEL THE
ADDITIONAL SIX MILES.ON TO JERUSALEM EVEN
WHEN THERE WERE NO ROOMS IN THE INN IN
BETHLEHEM, ALL OF THESE SPECIFIC FACTS WERE
WRITTEN DOWN /00 YEARS BEFORE PROPHECY WAS
FULFILLED, ALL OF WHICH IS ABSOLUTELY
INCREDIBLE: AS A MATTER OF FACT, BETHLEHEM
WAS AN UNLIKELY, INSIGNIFICANT PLACE FOR A
KING TO BE BORN. JERUSALEM WAS THE CAPITAL
CITY AND THAT IS WHERE ONE WOULD EXPECT
ROYALTY TO APPEAR. ALSO, THERE IS NOT
USUALLY A PARADE OF PEOPLE FROM OTHER PARTS
OF THE WORLD COMING TO WORSHIP A.BABY.

COuLD ALL OF THIS BE Luc§ OR_FATE, OR
HAPPENSTANCE - HARDLY. [HIS CITY TOOK ON
SPECTAL SIGNIFICANCE BECAUSE JESUS WAS

BORN THERE., PoiINT: GOD IS IN CONTROL

OF HUMAN HISTORY. WHAT HE PREDICTS WILL
COME TO PASS. [F THIS IS TRUE WITH REFERENCE
To CHRIST'S FIRST COMING, THINK HOW MUCH
MORE IT WILL BE TRUE WITH REFERENCE TO
CHRIST'S SECOND COMING!
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IV, HIS BIRTH WAS IN THE RIGHT MANNER
. BIOLOGICALLY - Isa1an 7:14

THERE 1S A FASCINATING PROPHECY IN
JEREMIAH 22:30, GOD SAID OF JEHOIKACHIN
THAT HIS SPIRITUAL CONDITION AND MORAL
QUALITIES WERE SO LOW THAT EVEN IF HE WERE
A SIGNET RING ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD -
GoD WOULD PULL IT OFF AND HAVE NOTHING TO
DO WITH HIM. ALSO, GOD WOULD HAND THIS
#~) SAVORY CHARACTER OVER TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR,
KING OF BABYLON AS PUNISHMENT FOR HIS SIN,
GOD SAID HE IS LIKE ? BROKEN POT, AN OBJECT
THAT NO ONE WANTS. I|HE LORD DECLARED NOT
THAT JEHOIKACHIN WOULD HAVE NO CHILDREN
BUT AS FAR AS THE RECORD IS CONCERNED, NONE
OF HIS PHYSICAL DESCENDANTS WOULD OCCUPY A
PLACE IN THE CHRONOLOGY OF [SRAEL’S KINGS.
O THEREFORE IF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IS
TO OCCUPY THE THRONE OF DAVID, JOSEPH
COULD NOT BE HIS BIOLOGICAL FATHER BECAUSE
HE WAS IN THE DIRECT LINE OF DESCENDANCY.
THEREFORE, (oD OVERCAME THIS PROBLEM BY
MAKING JOSEPH JESUS' LEGAL, NOT BIOLOGICAL,
FATHER. (I HAVE BEEN TALKING ABOUT THE YIRGIN
ABIRTH IN THIS CHURCH EVERY YEAR FOR 20
YEARS., [T IS A SUBJECT OF REGUI AR
CONSIDERATION., HOWEVER, THERE ARE STILL
SOME WHO HAVE NQ_IDEA OF WHAT WE MEAN BY
THIS TERM. |0 BE SURE, WE DO NOT_MEAN
THAT MARY WAS A SINLESS PERSON. THAT IS
KNOWN AS THE DOCTRINE OF IMMACULATE
ONEEF IS NOT A SCRIPTURAL DOCTRINE.
(EXPLAI WHY DO MEN HAVE SUCH A
e =W ETH— DOCTRINE OF THE VIRGIN
BIRTH? THEY LOOK UPON THIS AS SOMETHING
BORDERING ON MYTFHOLOGY WHERE IN THE CASE
OF A CENTAUR, ONE HAD HALF MAN, HALF HORSE
OR THE CASE OF A MERMAID, HALF WOMAN, HALF
FISH, NOTHING LESS THAN A_GROTESQUE

\ )
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ABSURDITITY. THE VIRGIN BIRTH IN WHICH
GOD BECAME A MAN IS A MYSTERY TO BE SURE
BUT IS FAR FROM ABSURD! B, B. WARFIELD
PUT HIS FINGER ON THE PROBLEM WHEN HE
COINED THE WORD "“AUTOSALVATION” IN HIS
DESCRIPTION OF WHAT MAN WANTS TO DO ABOVE
EVERYTHING ELSE - MALNLY SAVE HIMSELF,

You SEE, IF MAN BECOMES HIS OWN SAVIOUR HE
DOES NOT WANT NOR DOES HE NEED A DIVINE
SAV.IOUR SO WHY IS THE VIRGIN BIRTH NECESSARY?
THE VIRGIN BIRTH CENTERS ON THE KIND OF
SAVIOUR MANKIND NEEDS. A SAVIOUR WHO IS
HIMSELF A SINFUL CREATURE IS NO SAVIOUR AT
ALL BUT A SINLESS SAVIOUR IS ONE WHO CAN
SAVE SINFUL MEN.,

V. HIS BIRTH WAS FOR THE RIGHT PURROSEi}
THEOLOGICALLY - MATTHEW 1:21

WHO NEEDS A SAVIOUR, IF NOBODY IS LOST?

THE DIFFICULT IS NOT SO MUCH GETTING PEOPLE
SAVED AS GETTING THEM LOST. .[7-1S DIFFICULT
TO FIND A LOST SouL! PEOPLE HAVE .DIFFERENT
PURPOSES IN LIFE. FOR SOME IT IS POLITICS,
SPORTS, MUSIC, MEDICINE AND PEOPLE IN THESE
VARTOUS CALLINGS MAKE A MARK IN THE WORLD
AND HOPE TO GIVE BACK OR LEAVE SOMETHING <« -
BEHIND FOR WHAT THEY HAVE TAKEN FROM THIS\(#%
WORLD, SUCH THINKING IS NOBLE INDEED, \
HOWEVER, EVERY PERSON ON THIS PLANET IS

BORN WITH A MORAL.CHINK IN HIS ARMOR,

AN _ACHILLES HEEL, A MORAL WEAKNESS THAT LEFT
UNATTENDED WILL DO HIM IN! JESUS CAME INTO
THIS WORLD TO DEAL WITH THAT BASIC PROBLEM.,
VERSES: MATT?EW 1:21, Luke 19:10, Joun 20:31,
Mark 10:45, " IF JeEsus CHRIST CAME INTO THE
WORLD TO SAVE SINNER, THEN THE WORLD MUST

BE FULL OF LOST SINNERS! THE PROBLEM IS




THAT MAN HAS BEEN %ECEIVED BY HIS. OWN
THINKING. INSTEAD OF ACCEPTING GOD’S
JUDICIAL APPRAISAL (IsA1AH 53:6) HE, LIKE
EVE, ASSUMES THAT NO RESCUE IS NEEDED.

A BLIND MAN WALKING NEAR THE EDGE OF A
CLIFF MAY DO SO WITH GREAT CONFIDENCE BUT
THIS DOES NOT LESSEN THE DANGER. JESUS
CHRIST'S PURPOSE IN COMING TO THIS EARTH
WAS TO SAVE THE LOST AND THAT IS EXACTLY
THE CONDITION OF EVERY PERSON OUTSIDE OF
JEsus CHRIST,




RoBERT K. SPRADLING DEceMBeER 4, 1988

Bor b

I
WHY JESUS CAME gj;g P f{ '}L
o Jom 10:10 LS i

MANY %M@M ARE PERPLEXED ABOUT THEIR SE
..ON.THIS.PLANETL. [HEY BELIEVE THEY'ﬁﬂEEQ-E'

| BROUGHT HERE FOR SOME REASON BUT FINDING
AND FULFIL_}NG_THAT PURPOSE IS _NOT CLEARLY

EATING AT THE TROUGHS OFégaug,fj
REAT SHEPHERD.GAYE HIs

1S TRANSLATED
" E|_SEWHERE IN SCRIPTURE.
EMEr=ERY AS RELATING TO
®™F SINS OR WRONG DIRECTION IN LIFE. [T HAS
NEVER DAWNED UPON THE UNSAVED PERSON WHEN

HE COMES TO CHRIST HE DOES NOT SAY GOODBYE

TO GOOD TIMES B 0 HAPPINESS!
THE OF LIFE, HE IS THE
: (ComMm ARDING JIM HEATON'S

MENT OF_LgFE IN THEAAVERAGE BAR, )

wHE “GOODdLEE" 1S . THE. GODILIFE,” A LIFE

THAT KNOWS GOD'S LOVE, MOPE AND JOY
IS FULL AND MEANINGFUL AND JESUS CAME TO

EARTH IN ORDER THAT YOU AND [ MIGHT ENJOY

THAT LIFE HERE AND NOW! THE FIRST CHAPTER

Lﬂ [ive j
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OF JOHN'S GOSPEL PROVIDES EVERAL IMPORTANT
REASONS WHY JESUS CAME TO/EARTH.

[, HE CAME TO@ - Jown 1:18

GOD IS SPIRIT, THAT IS. A SPIRIT BE ING

, OW UNTO THE KING ETERNAL,
clﬂ@!!!:n.n THE ONLY WISE Gob,
HONOR AND VER. AMEN.” -Lullmh.l
“BY FAITH HE FORSOOK EGYPT, NOT FEARING
THE WRATH OF THE K :;', :: HE ENDURED AS

IBLE, ,HOW COULD MOSES OB
H DECLARE THEY HAD SE

3125, Isa1an 6:1-3) ‘A
» .. ‘ H

D
(Exopus
PERMITTED

BUT NOT HIMSELF. [|HEY SAW HI
PLACE WHERE HE DWELT, BUT NOT

(A) “No MAN HATH SEEN Gop”

ngs IS A STATEMENT OF_FACT. HOWEVER, THE
IBLE SPEAKS OF Gop's_HANDS
AND_ BUT THESE ARE EXPREE%%%%J %gﬁkvs

M “‘.‘““,’:: F IN A ' 1 “TOR
\MF HOLY--OP.IR LT D 'CENDED UPON JESUS
IN THE BODILY..FORM_OF A{ RELATE TO
ANCIENT oF DAYs IN DANIEL 779,
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" W %A_M-‘”
(B) "THE QNE; BEGOTTEN Son”

™ THE wo§p//0NLY BEGOTTEN ARE_THE G
MONOGEXNAS., THE NIV says,

H

THIS IS A REFERENCE TO IHE-UNTQUENESS
JEsus CHRIST. (ZANGELS, SADAM.AND ngsQ
ARE ALL CALLED SONS OF GBD CHRIST ALONE

IS THE ONE AND ONLY, ‘NONEY™

OTHER L M THE WORD 'SON HAS BE
THE TARGET OF SOME INTERESTING TEXTUAL
ARIATIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS. FOR_EXAMPLE,

AN THEM&A.EB.EE&JEQI THE WORD SON OR
"WIOS IS TRANSLATED GOD THEOS. IN OTHER

_WORDS, SCHOLARS BELIEVE THAT THE PHRASE
COULD BE AND MAYBE SHOULD BE TRANSLATED

"THE _ONLY BEGOTTEN Gon. fﬁMénféi)

(C) Bosom -
0 _ This Is A HEBREW PHRASE WHICH SPEAKS _OF

{’__:_,'5"/%-%" e S = MJLM

Y/ 22 -
(D) DECLARED S PP . .

THE GREEK WORD IS EXEGESATO WHICH IS A
COMBINATION OF THE WORD EX WHICH MEANS ?UT
AND AGO WHICH MEANS IO LEAD OR BRING.. .
WORD LITERALLY MEANS ﬁﬁ;nf:w“' TO VISIBI

THE ENGLISH WORD
BIBLE TEACHERS, .
LITERALLY MEANS




.' = _‘ - ‘
OLp TESTAMENT ILLUSTRATION IN ,

EXAMPLE: AN ELECTRICAL TRANSFORMER IS AN
~»  APPARATUS FOR TRANSFORMING ELECTRICAL

CURRENT FROM A HIGH TO A LOW POTENTIAL OR

FROM A LOW TO A HIGH POTENTIAL WITHOUT

CHANGING THE CURRENT ENERGY. ONE MIGHT SAY

THAT IN His INCARNATION, JESus CHRIST

HIS DIETY SO TO SPEAK WHEN
HE ToOK UPON HIM A HUMAN BODY BUT IN THAT ACT
IT WAS DONE WelsbHOUT=OHANGENS=HES-DIV.INE NATURE .

IT. HE CAME ¢:IEE? AMONG MEN - Joun 1:14

{ A MOTHER ONCE SAID TO HER CHILD WHO WAS AFRAID
{ TO SLEEP IN A ROOM BY HERSELF: "[HERE IS

| NOTHING TO FEAR IN THE DARK AND BESIDES THE

| wANGELS=ARE=NEAR=YOU, " THE CHILD ANSWERED

{ THAT SHE DIDN,T WANT ANGELS TO_BE NEAR HER

. BUT RATHER:

BHIS EAC THIS VERSE DESCRIBES (GOD COMING
TO MAN WITH SKIN ON HIS FACE.

(A) THE WorD
CompArRE JoHN 1:1-2, Rev. 19:13.
(B) "WAs MADE FLESH"

S:nEJEﬁ_ARE TOLD o? ANCIENT
| ED"TO ENJOY WALKING _AMONG THEIR
;JSUBJECTS INCOGNITO. FOR EXAMPLE,
Easax_oa_Russxa WAS A MAN OF GREAT ENERG
TAND STRANGE-MOODS. HE LEARNED THE SklsP-
qB@iﬁiﬂNG TRADE BY WORKING AS AN .ORDINARY
JLABORER IN THE SHIPYARDS. HE REFUSED A
'COMMISSION IN THE AfMY UNTIL HE HAD WORKED
AS A R%ggggg. ON ONE OCCASION HE DECIDED
'TO PLAY THE PART OF A BEGGAR IN A CERTAIN
R —
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VILLAGE BY GOING FROM DOOR TO DOOR AND ASKING
| FOR HELP., WAS ALSO FAMOUS

™  FOR SIMILAR ACTS, g OETEN_DISGUISE
| AS AN QLD_WOMAN AND &ALKE“

(C) "“DwWELT AMONG US"”

| THE WORD DWELT MEANS TABERNACLED OR TO PITCH
A TENT. JUST AS THE IN THE OLD
‘ TESTAMENT WAS A TENT,
REPRES
| QF | RIST TABERNACLED AMONG
. : .LD ESTAMENT TABERNACLE, HE

| \ A HE PURPOSE OF THE
| ARNATION MAY BE ILLUSTRATED AS FOLLOWS:
,‘gﬁég STORY IS TOLD OF A FATHER AND SON WHO

. , WERE WALKING ALONG THE ROAD AS THE FATHER
CARRIED A WALKING STICK IN HIS HAND. T[HE
SON BECAME INTERESTED IN THE CANE AND
ASKED IF HE MIGHT USE IT FOR A LITTLE WHILE
AND WAS GIVEN PERMISSION TO DO SO. HE

: PROMPTLY BEGAN HITTING SIONES AND-BUSHES AND

WHACKING AT ANYTHING IN HIS PATH. AS THEY

| LEFT THE ROAD AND WALKED ACROSS AN OPEN

| MEADOW, THE BOY SPOTTED AM.EMRIY BIRD'S NEST
AND DISCOVERED THAT THE_SMALL..BLRDS IN THE
MNEST_HAD_BEEN KILLED. THE BOY WAS SAD AND

| EXPRESSED THE DESIRE TO RECTIFY THE SITUATION —
BUT WAS POWERLESS TO DO IT wAS IMPOSSIBLE

| FOR_THE BOY T SS HIS GRIEF

MOTHER BIRD-BECAUSE HUMAN_
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(D) "BeHeELD His eLORY”

THE WORD BEHELD IS THE GREEK WORD FOR
H THE GLORY MENTIONED IS ILLUSTRATED
. NAH. OR THE YISIBLE

E_OF (GOD N THE OLD
ESTAMEN' “THI ) OD CAME AT TIMES

WHEN GOD WAS VERY NEAR AND VERY CLOSE TO

His pEoPLE. THE GLORY OF JESUS CHRIST MEANT

THE PRESENCE OF GoD AMONG HIS PEOPLE. WHEN
JEsus CHRIST WAS ON EARTH, MEN_SAW THE
SPLENDOR OF GOD IN A PERSON. [HAT GLORY

OF CHRIST IS DESCRIBED THEOLOGICALLY AS

His ESSENTIAL, OFFICIAL AND MORAL GLORY.

(E) ™FuLL OF GRACE AND TRUTH”

THINK OF THE THINGS MEN ARE(EQ%%%Q%Q‘ SELF,
LIES, VANIIY. BUT GRACE AND TR RE IN
PERFECT BALANCE IN CHRIST,

[11. HE CAME TOGRESCUBDMEN FROM SIN - oot

USED THE WORD-LAMB TO FOCUS THE MINDS
OF HIS READERS UPON THE CENTRAL THEME OF
THE BIBLE, NAMELY, THE CROSS OF CHRIST.
THERE IS NO HELP OR HOPE FOR_MANKIND APART
FROM THE BLOOD OF CHRIST. “TAKETH AWAY _

THE SIN OF THE WORLD”

ARE_LINKED FOREVER. |HE CROSS AND THE BLOOD
ARE THE ONLY BASIS FOR FORGIVENESS AND
CLEANSING, THE PHRASE SPEAKS OF SUBSTITUTION
AND EXPIATION. > ASKED THE QUESTION
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OF THE AGES WHEN HE SAID: * "WHERE IS T
LamB?” (GENESIS 22:7) JOHN ANSWERED THAT
QUESTION FOR EVERYONE, EVERYWHERE, FOREVE

IV, HE CAME TO BE AND 10 RECEIVE -

JoHn 1:12 ‘%‘E’:‘
THE, ST oF 1:11 THAT JESU &AME[ TO'3HIS ¢

- NEUIER GENDER. THE SECOND

TO [PEOPLE AND IS IN THE MASCULINE
GENDER. [HE VERSE STATES THAT JESUS CAME
INTO THE WORLD WHICH HE OWNED BY VIRTUE OF

QREAMION: AND HIS OWN P- THE JEWS -
DID NOT WELCOME HIM. ESUS CAME TO A WORLD
TIES OT_RECOGNIZED

THEREFORE,
A "ECEIVED

BEING REJECTED B
BY INDIVIDUALS.

(A) "As mMANY As”

THIS IS THE EQUIVALENT OF THE BIBLE WHOSOEVER.
THERE WERE THEN, AS THERE ARE NOW, PEOPLE

WHO ROSE ABOVE THE INDIFFERENCE AND HOSTILITY
OF THE NATION OF [SRAEL TO RECOGNIZE AND
RECEIVE JESUS CHRIST AS MESSIAH. THIS PHRASE
1S GoD’'S WAY OF PUTTING YOUR NAME AND MINE

IN THE BLANK SPACE OF A BIBLE INVITATION.

IN THE BIBLE, S-P-R-A-D-L-I1-N-G IS SPELLED
“AS MANY AS.

(B) "REceIVED HIim"

THE WORD LAMBANO IS TRANSLATED IN JoHN 6:11
AND 13:4 BY THE WORD TOOK. ILLUSTRATE
wiTH $1.00 B
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\ (C) "He eAVE AUTHOBAABECOME...SOQ

i 7 |

‘ ™ MEN MUST BELIEVE BEFORE THEY BECOME. MEN
AND_BECOME
|

| WILL BEH VE AFTER THEY B

e

FLESH CAN ONLY PRODUCE FLESH.
s UTS ON A POLICEMAN'S UNIFORM
';D‘”or IT DOES NOT MAKE HIM A POLICEMAN. IF A
PERSON STANDS IN A GARAGE IT DOES NOT MAKE
~~2&IM A CAR., SITTING IN A PEW DOES NOT MAKE
| A PERSON A CHRISTIAN, ATTENDING OR BELONGING
| TO A CHURCH DOES NOT MAKE A PERSON A
| CHRISTIAN,  (3) :  [HE PEOPLE HERE
ARE RELIGIQUS—PEOF D REFER TO RELIGIOUS
{ CQUESTIONS HAVE YOU ANSWERED THE |
‘ \

o AT YOUR HEARElS DOOR?
. }
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"WHAT HE IS TO US"

Joun 1:1-3, 14, 18, 29
7-9

Our PRE-CHRISTMAS SERIES IS DEALING WITH
SOME OF TFHE GREAT PASSAGES IN THE NEw TESTAMENT
ON THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST., THUS FAR, WE
HAVE EXAMINED\EﬂILIPPIANS 2, CoLOSSIANS 1 AND
TODAY - JoHN 1., THE GOSPEL OF JOHN IS A
FAVORITE OF MOST BELIEVERS., ITS SIMPLICITY IS
APPEALING BUT IT IS ALSO PROFOUND IN NATURE.
For EXAMPLE, JEsus’' EXPRESSION "YE 1N M, anp I
IN You.” (JoHn 14:20) IN THIS VERSE THERE ARE

§EMEN_HQRD§,_QNE_LnNﬂuuclinuL IWQ PREPOSITIONS,
—AND FOUR PRONOUNS., CHILD IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

COULD DEFINE MOST OF THE WORDS BUT PUT TOGETHER
EVEN THE MOST PROFOUND THEOLOGIAN OR PHILOSOPHER
WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY PROBING THE DEPTHS OF THE
MEANING, “YE IN ME" REFERS TO SALVATION. “AND

IN YOU” REFERS TO SANCTIFICATION., [0 KNOW
THE MEANING OF INDIVIDUAL WORDS DOES NOT
NECESSARILY MEAN THAT THE STATEMENT IS UNDER-
STOOD. IHE WRITER OF THIS GOSPEL WAS THE.ELRST
TO FOLLOW JESUS, THE.YOQUNGESI OF THE TWELVE, THE
~LAST. TO DIE., BELIEVE IS THE KEY WORD AND

APPEARS NINETY EIGHT TIMES IN THE BOOK. _ SOMEONE
HAS SAID THAT THIS SIMPLE YET PROFOUND GOSPEL

_SAVES THE SOUL,_EEEDS THE MIND AND—NQURISHES
THE SPIRIT. IN THIS PASSAGE, LET US _EXAMINE THE
STATEMENTS WHICH DECLARE WHAT JESUS CHRIST IS TC
us.,

I. HE IS THE WORD OF GOD - Verse 1:1-4, 14

THESE VERSES SPEAK OF THE WorRD IN THE
BEGINNING AND WHAT HE BECAME. ONE WRITER SAYS
THAT THE WORD EXISTED IN_ETERNITY YET MOVED
INTO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD! THIS VERSE SPEAKS OF
THE PRE-EXISTENCE OF CHRIST. WHEN THE
BEGINNING BEGAN,THE WORD ALREADY EXISTED. [HE
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JEsus IN JoHN 8:58. THE TERME@ORIDWOULD CATCH
THE ATTENTION OF GREEK PHILOSOPHERS FOR THIS
TERM "L0GOS"” REFERRED TO THE_SUPREME PRINCIPLE
0 HE UNIVERS! To THEM IT REFERRED TO AN
IMPERSONAL POWER) OR FORCE. JESUS THE TERM
NEW MEANING REFERRING TO A DIVINE
INSTRUMENT OF -EXBRESSION AND GOMMUNITATION.
ONE MIGHT WELL SAY THAT JEsus CHRIST IS
EXPRESSION OF TRUTH TO MEN, GOD'S CQMMUNICATION
WITH MEN. LT IS AND THROUGH JESUS CHRIST
THAT MEN CAN COME TO KNOW GoD, T[HE TERM
SPEAKS OF THE ETERNITY OF _JESUS CHRIST CONCERN-
ING HIS STATE OR BEING., [HE PREPOSITION PROS
LITERALLY MEANS FACE TO FACE. FOR ALL ETERNITY
THERE HAS BEEN THE MOST’JNlﬁMAIE_QQﬂNEQI%QN AND
ASSOCIATION OF THE WORD OF GOD WITH THE FATHER.
THEY ARE ON THE SAME PLANE OF EQUALITY. CHRIST
I 0 ACCORDING TO_HEBREWS
_1:1-3_ - THE CLIMAX OR SUMMIT OF Gop's
REVELATION. THE WORD IS FURTHER DEFINED IN
AND ALSO REVELATION 1Y:d55RHE WORD
OULD BETTER BE TRANSLATED &
SO TRANSLATED IN THE A.S.V. THE WORD DWELT
LITERALLY MEANS TO PITCH A TENT A REFERENCE TO
THE TEMPORARY RESIDENCE OF CHRIST ON EARTH AS
OPPOSED TO HIS PERMANENCY IN ETERNITY. JusT
AS THE TABERNACLE IN THE ULD TESTAMENT WAS A
SYMBOL FOR MATERIAL REPRESENTATION OF THE GREAT
TRUTH OF THE INCARNATION OR OF THE VISIBLE
MANIFESTATION OF GOD IN THE MIDST OF HIS
PEOPLE, SO JESUS CHRIST IN THE DAYS OF HIS
FLESH WAS A VISIBLE REPRESENTATION OF GOD
DWELLING AMONG MEN. SOMEONE HAS WELL SAID THAT
ORDER
. 60D CAME WHERE MEN
IN _ORDER THAT MEN MIGHT GO WHERE 4 . THIS

TIMELESS EXISTENCE OF_THE WORMENTIONED BY

AT VERSE HAS TO DO WITH THE INCARNATION.
TORIES HAVE BEEN TOLD OF ANCIENT RULERS WHO
SEEMED TO DELIGHT IN WALKING AMONG THEIR PEOPLE
INCOGNITO. PETER THE GREAT OF RUSSIA, A MAN OF
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STRANGE MOODS AND .GREAT_ENERGY, LEARNED -FHE
SHIP BUILDING TRADE BY WORKING AS AN ORDINARY
LABORER IN FOREIGN SHIP YARDS. HE REFUSED A
COMMISSION IN THE «ARMY UNTIL HE HAD WORKED AS
A PILOT. ON ONE OCCASION HE DECIDED TO PLAY
THE PART OF A.BEGGAR IN A CERTAIN VILLAGE,
GOING FROM DOOR TO DOOR AS A TRAMP ASKING FOR
2, HELP+—QUEEN-VICTORIA WAS FAMOUS FOR DOING

SIMILAR THINGS THAT IS NALK+NE_AMQHQ HER
SUBJECTS AS—AN-—OLD _WOMAN. |HEOLOGICALLY SPEAK-

ING, THIS VERSE REFERS TO THAT DIVINE ACT
WHEREBY THE SECOND PERSON OF THE IRIUNE GOD WAS
EMBODIED_IN HUMAN NATURE, FLESH AND _EORM. IN
THE OLD TESTAMENT, MEN SAW THE GLORY OF Gop IN
THE SHECHINA - THE VISIBLE PRESENCE OF (oD
AMONG MEN. WHEN JESus CHRIST CAME TO EARTH,
MEN SAW THE SPLENDQR AND GLORY OF GOD IN A
PERSON. I[N JEsus CHRIST, MEN COULD SEE THE

@™ SPLENDOR AND GLORY OF GOD IN ALL OF HIS FULNESS.
Gop’s WorD To MEN 1S JEsuS CHRIST. IF MEN WILL
NOT HEAR HIM, (OD, _HAS NOTHING MORE TO_SAY TO
THEM = NOTHING,

0 ; ATT.,

IT. HE IS THE LIGHT OF GOD - Verses 7-9 2.

THE PURPOSE OF THE LIGHT IN CSEHNE/:NTO .
THE WORLD WAS THAT MEN MIGHT BELIE OTHER
HAVE LED MEN ASTRAY. HE IS THE
DEPENDABLE GUIDE TO LIGHT THE WAY TO HEAVEN.
THE QUAKERS APPEALED TO THIS VERSE FOR THEIR

BELIEF THAT IN EVERY MAN THERE IS AN-INNER

—%MHAJ—[—-S—M@FF—LC-U.NLGU_LB_ . THIS VERSE
HAS SOMETIMES BEEN CALLED THE WUAKER TEXT.

) THERE IS SOME QUESTION REGARDING WHETHER THIS
VERSE IS A REFERENCE TO THE IDEA THAT EACH
PERSON RECEIVES A SPECIAL REVELATION FROM GOD.
THE BIBLE DOES TEACH THAT ALL MEN HAVE wespmms

<=RGED REVELATION FROM GOD HOWEVER. A

(“iztﬂf?{)? Fo
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(1) NAaTurRe - Psawm 19:1
(2) CoNnscIENCE - RomANs 2:14-15

(3) THE WorD ofF Gop - JoHN 5:39
(4) Jesus CHRIST - Joun 1:18

L IGHT AND DARKNESS ARE SYMBOLS OF GOOD AND
EVIL., [|HE DARKNESS HAS PURSUED THE LIGHT FOR
ALL HUMAN_HISTORY BUT HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO PUT
1T out! To WHATEVER DEGREE ONES DARKNESS, THE
L1GHT oF CHRIST &s SUEFICIENT TO DISPEL IT.

[11. HE IS THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD -
1:18

THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT GOD IS INVISIBLE.
HE 1S A SPIRIT BEING AND THEREFORE NOT SEEN WITF
THE HUMAN EYE, WHO IS THE _OF THE
- CoLOSSIANS 1: NOW UNTO THE
ING ETERNAL, IMMORTAL, INVISIBIE, THE ONLY WISE
GOD BE HONOR AND GLORY FOREVER AND EVER.” AMEN
(I TimoTuy 1:1/)

MosEs DESIRED TO SEE GobD. GOD PERMITTED
HIM TO SEE A MANIFESTATION OF HIS PRESENCE, BUT
NOT HiMmseLF. IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, MEN COULD
SEE THE GLORY OF GOD AND THE PLACE WHERE HE
DWELT - BUT NOT HIM. THERE IS GOOD TEXTUAL
EVIDENMCE-TQ SUPPORT THE NESTLES TEXT WHICH SAYS:
FTHE ONLY BEGOTTEN GODX” IN OTHER WORDS, THIS
IS A GREAT VERSE ON THE DEITY OF CHRIST., -ANGELS
AND ADAM WERE CALLED SONS OF GOD BY CREATION,

RE SONS OF (oD BY BEGENERATION AND
ADOPTION. CHRIST ALONE 1S GOD'S ONLY BEGOTTEN,
THAT IS HIS UNIQUE SON. (OD HAS MANY SONS BUT
NONE LIKE CHRIST. (IN HEBREW, THE WORD BOSOM
EXPRESSES THE DEEPEST INTIMACY OF HUMAN
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RELATIO [T SAYS OF THIS UNIQUE SON THAT
HE HAS HE FATHER. _THIS IS THE GREEK
WORD FROM WHICH THE ENGLISH EXEGESIS coMES. [T
~ MEANS TO LEAD OUT, EXPLAIN OR-UNFOLD. IT Is
JESUS gFRIST WHO EXPLAINS OR INTERPRETS (GOD TO

MEN, EXAMPLE: IN A SEMINARY STUDY
PROGRAM™ THE TERM IS APPLIED TO STUDIES
5OF BOOKS OF THE BIBLE. IT MEANS TO INTERPRET

OR MAKE KNOWN THE-MEANING-OF _BOOKS AND VERSES BY
CAREFUL AND THOROUGH STUDY OF THE TEXT.)

JEsus CHRIST BROUGHT GoD TO VISIBILITY OR
MANIFESTATION IN ORDER THAT MEN MIGHT LOOK UPON
Gop AND LIVE. JESUS CHRIST IS THE ACCURATE AND
ABSOLUTE MANIFESTATION AND REPRESENTATION OF

0D.

IV, HE IS THE LAMB OF GOD - 1:29

LAMB WAS A FAMILIAR TERM IN HEBREW HISTORY
™ AND WORSHIP. FroM EDEN TO THE EXODUS THE LAMB
PLAYED A PROMINENT PART IN WORSHIP OF GoOD.
EVERY JEW KNEW THE STORY OF THE PASSOVER LAMB,
[T was T LOOD OF THE LAMB THAT PRESEB%ED THE
HOUSEHOLD F%ﬁﬁ‘ﬁEﬁTﬁi"ﬂfﬁdﬁnxme To.lst Cor.
5.7 Jesus CHRIST IS THE LAMB OF GOD FOR THE
WHOLE WORLD. IHE REASON JESUS IS CALLED THE
LAMB oF GOD IS NOT JUST BECAUSE HE IS_MEEK AND
GENTLE IN NATURE LIKE A LAMB BUT RATHER WHEN
APPLIED TO CHRIST IT_REFERS TO THE PRI
CRIFICE IN THE BiBLE. OF THE THIRTY-%ﬁE
TIME%_THT§_W6§D_KFPEKE§—%N THE New TESTAMENT
TWENTY-SEVEN OF THOSE REFERENCES ARE IN THE Book
OF REVELATION. SURELY THERE IS A LESSON TO
BE LEARNED BY STUDYING THE TERM. [HIS TERM
POINTS TO ONE SPOT .IN HISEQRY WHERE JESUS
~  CHRIST BECAME THE SUPREME SACRIFICE FOR SIN.
THE Cross OoF CHRIST IS THE FOCAL POINT OF -
HISTORY AND THE UNIVERSE. 30D ATTRIBUTES
IMPORTANCE AND.WORIH TO WHA CHR
m:a@”ﬁnm_mLec%gﬁ (AN )
AS A MATTER OF FACT IN THIS VERSE KEEP TN MIND
THAT JOHN THE BAPTIST WAS A SON OF A PRIEST.




Y

e

- f -

HE KNEW THE PLACE OF A LAMB IN THE PRIESTLY

OR SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM. IWICE EACH DAY, ONCE IN

THE MORNING AND ONCE IN THE EVENING A LAMB WAS

SACRIFICED AND ON SPECIAL DAYS THE NUMBER WAS

DOUBLED. THE OLD TESTAMENT IS FILLED WITH TYPES

ALL POINTING TO CHRIST THE LAMB oF GoD. IN THE

Book OF REVELAZEON. THERE ARE _CLEAR REFERENCES
LAMB’ £ BLOOD) - REV. 1:5, ,THE LAMB'S

REV. 19:7, AND THE LAMB'S B0OOK - REV.

(COMMENT REGARDING GRANDDAD AND WAGON

MANY YEARS AGO A_YQUNG | ADY WAS PREPARING

FOR A SOCIAL OCCASION, IN ANTICIPATION AND
PREPARATION SHE WENT TO HER DRESSMAKER TO

PREPARE FOR THE PARTY. ON HER WAY, SHE MET A
PREACHER AND AS THEY EXCHANGED GREETINGS
KNOWING THAT SHE WAS NOT A CHRISTIAN HE
WITNESSED T0 HER ABOUT THE

! Put
OFF AND ANGERED SHE SAID TO TH; PREACHER
SIMPLYW AND WENT ON
HER WAY. RIVED AT THE PARTY DAYS
LATER SHE WAS ADORED AND FLATTERED AND DANGED
WELL INTO THE NIGHT. WEARY FROM ALL THE

ACTIVITIES AND HAVING RETIRED TO THE PRIVACY OF
HER OWN BEDROOM SHE WAS UNABLE TO SLEEP AND

——FAR—FROM-_HAPPY EVEN THOUGH SHE'D SPENT THE

NIGHT IN GAIETY. WHAT SAID TO
- HER—WOULD-NOT | EAVE HER CONSCIENCE. F[OR DAYS

i Y

SHE STRUGGLED WITH DEEP CONVICTION OF HER NEED
OF CHRIST. FINALLY SHE WENT TO SEE THE

~——MINISTER- TELLING HIM FOR THREE DAYS SHE HAD

BEEN THE MOST-MISERABLE-GIRL IN THE WORLD AND

NOw | COME TO YOU FOR SEL. _WHAT MUsT-I-Do
~$9—BEGGME—A—GHR+S¥%AN9 ﬁIS ANSWER' "GIVE_YOUR-

S

‘ =
THAT SIMPLE STATEMENT RESULTED IN HER RESPON
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“dust-as L am?” But [ AM JUST_A SINNER GoOD
CANNOT WANT ME JUST AS [ AM., THAT PHRASE "JuST

{§LJ_Am£_RESULTED IN HER WRITING THE BEST KNOWN
£\ TGOSPEL INVITATION SONG OF MODERN CHURCH HISTORY.

\
QuESTION: WHAT 1S CHRIST TO You?
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N TH GELS O S‘-‘;4:2:;

07 ' /
Luke 1:26 Js_zTT’f No— AnBe,

ARE THERE OTHEEéﬁﬁ?NGS ON OTHER PLANETS

IN THE UNIVERS ONE CANNOT SPEAK OF THE

LOCATION, BUT THERE ARE OTHER INTELLIG

BEINGS IN THE UNIVERSE AND THEY ARE CALLED

ANGELS., ANGELS OCCUPY AN EXHAULTED

POSITION IN THE UNIVERSE AND ARE MENTIONED

OVER 2/0 TIMES IN THE BIBLE., ANGELS DO~

NOT DIE OR MARRY., I|HEY WERE PRESENT AT
J+L.  THE CREATION OF THE WORLR AND HERE AT THE
3§:7 INCARNATION OF CHRIST. ANGELS CAME TO 14275
<" " ! EARTH TO HERALD CHRIST S FIRST COMING AND
WILL DO THE iAME AT Bi)SE OND COMING.

Py ([ Ly 3FF, 2 jEI§TMA§
WE@ INGDABOUT THE ANGELS. e
HERRMP ANGELS SING, ANGELS, HAVE HEARD
ON HIGH, ANGEiS; FR9M~¢HE S OF GLORY.

ANGELS APPEARED TO THE SH S AlﬁIHE
BIRTH OF JESUS AND ALSO AT THE BULCH!

AT JEsus’ DEATH. WE ARE SURPRISED 10,
LEARN THAT ANGELS PER SE HAV
3 S, AND THERE ARE
YAVE NEVER SEEN AN ANGEL YET WE PEAL
GUARDIAN ANGELS, ANGEL S SON ANB

o mr;ﬂh.

N -

MHAI—NQULD—LI—RE. ULD THEY BE CAUGHT UP.
IN THE COMMERCE OF CHRISTMAS? WouLD THEY,
LIRE S. LEWIS, REFER TO CHRISTMAS AS
M QOPKEEPER S HOLIDAY WHERE PEOPLE ENGAGE
ANCTIFIED BLACKMAIL", THAT IS, WHEN
PEOPLE ARE FORCED OUT OF EMBARRASSMENT OR
GUILT TO BUY OR GIVE GIFTS THAT ARE OFTEN




*ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂAND PRECIATED SIMPLY BECAUSE
T IS CHRISTMAS, [|HE ANGELS HAD A MESSAGE
AT CHRISTMAS BUT THE MESSAGE WAS NOT ABOUT
_MATERIALS BUT RATHER THE PURPOSE OF
CHRISTMAS.

I. AN AG QUGHT GE TH
CUEARED YP A MYSTERY - MaTTHEW 1:18-21

JOSEPH WAS A REMARKABLE MAN. FACED WITH
ﬁfégéJ SOCIAL DISGRACE AND SLANDEROUS GOSSIP,
y JOSEPH DECIDED TO TAKE PRIVATE STEPS.TO
SPARE Ma v PUBLIC DISGRACE BEFORE TME :

' ; 0SEPH PONDERED MARY'S

o

RS | AND WAS EVEbesd RERP | EXED
\CTER S JOSEPH
THOUGHT ABOUT THE PROBLEMse-HE COULD FIND
NOAGCERTABLE _ANSWER . N¥: [HERE ARE
™ TIMES WHEN_WE CANNOMS
wbNeldFE, [HERE ARE

ACED WITH THE
OF HIS LIFE, JOSEPH
QUIETLY PREPARED

~ WHAT APPEARED TO BE

E AND THE RUINATION OF
_AND MARY 'S _LIFE TURNED OUT TO BE

qmwrﬂ&ﬁ?ﬁﬁ-@ﬁ&—eeMPREHENSLQN:' LET US TRUST
THE LORD TO DO HIS WORK IN AND THROUGH US
IN A WAY THAT WILL BRING HONOR TO HIM,
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[T, AN ANGEL BROUGHT A MESSAGE THAT LED
4 QQSEPH’S E%@ILY [0 SAFETY -
MATTHEW Z2:13FF

ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS IN SCRIPTURE; NGELS
HAVE CARRIED MESSAGES OF WARNINGs (COMPARE
GeNesIs 1D, ' GYPT. HAD.

EWS IN TIMES OF Dlsrﬁgﬁa OWEVER, FLIGHT
GYPT A_HIGH PRICE FOR

THERE WERE_} s, IN THIS LAND OF
: RE AR AND JQSEPH

A MASTER IN THE CRAFT O QN ,
HISTORY RECORDS THAT HEROD KILLED MOST
F THE MEMBERS OF THE SANHEBRIN, OVER
70 €oURFT—OFFICGERS, HI? WI-EE, MOTHER-IN-LAW
o AND . |HIS MAN SIMPLY
' WOULD NOT ACCEPT THE NEWS THAT A NEWBORN
KING COULD SURVIV IS SDICTION,
HE Took STEPS T&%‘Y %)
TO SAFEGUARD HIS OWN POSITION,
REPRESENTED A CLASS OF MEN WHO WTtt'Go
FO ANY EXTENT T THEY
LOOK UPON HIM AS_ASLHREAT, A Gl E
TO BE.CRUSHEP AND WILL SPARﬁ
IN THEIR.IXRANMICAL RAGF. HEROD WAS ONE
sl IN A CHAIN OF GQDLESS MEN WHO TRIED
TO RID THE WORLD OF Gop's REDEMMER.
(ComPARE g%%g@, HAMAN AND_HERQD ALL OF
THE SAME -

[T, B A MESSAGE CONCERN
[HE ARRI!AE Eiﬁle IW BABY -
) o Luke 1:11

1S

ﬁﬂﬂRﬁEL IS ONE OF THREE HIGH-RANKING ANGELS
. CALLED ARCHANGELS EVEN THOUGH THAT TERM IS
\, NOT USED IN THE 3£§5E TO DESCRIBE THIS

\ _...-} — s
/f"("'- ~—t Al

At ¢,/ bty

r’;ﬁ
e
St f‘/\.}!—'f ettt el _'——*‘_ o

epie a7
s

A




L
4 25D

CHIEF PERSON IN THE RANK OF ANGELS., GABRIEL
o HAS A UNIQUE RESPgNSIBIbITY IN HIS PROXIMITY

TO THE THRONE OF (OD N THIS OCCASION,

?RIﬁL S MISSIQ&<WA§ TWO-FOLD IN NATURE.,

(1 IS MESSAGE TO ZACHARIAH, (2) HIS

MESSAGE TO MARY: HE APPEARED TO ZACHARIAH

WHILE HE WAS GOING ABOUT HIS PRIESTLY

DUTIES AND THE_MESSAGE WAS SIMPLY THgg

/ACHARIAN AND ELIZABETH'S PRAYERS HA

BEEN ANSWERED AND THEY COULD NOW F

HE NURSERY! | AM IMPRESSED WITH%
MoST MEN WILL SEE NO

<BURNING.BUSH FROM THE HEAVENS
HE—-ORDINARY. ROUTINF

BUT AS THEY GO ABOUT T

DUTLES.QF LIEE, MAKING THEMSE Sé%ﬁgtﬁABLE
%@1{), IT IS THERE THAT%E
. IT WAS AS THE WERE
. GOING ABOUT THEIR=ORBHNARY-WORK IN THE
| FIELDS THAT THEY HEARD FROM HEAVEN. ONE
WRITER HAS SUGGESTED THAT IF THEY HAD
»SIAYED HOME THAT NIGHT, TAKEN THE .NIGHT
~OFE OR BEEN DOING SOMETHING ELSE, THEY
WO VE MESSERET HE=G :
T 1S AS WE GO ALONG DOING
CWHAT wE ARE SUPPOSED TO DO THAT THE LORD
I

“~MAKES HIMSELF AND HIS WILL KNOWN TO US,
IV, A BROUGHT MESSAGE OF THE
IMPORTANCE OF 6OD'S GLDRY - Luke 2:8-15

HISTORY RECORDS A PARADE OF EVENTS DESIGNED
TO BRING-GLORY-TO.MEN. (RECENTLY RECAPS OF
HITLER"S_THIRD REJCH DESIGNED TO LAST 1000
YEARS. THE REAL "GLORY" OF THAT HORRIBLE
(™ AFFLICTION TO HUMANKIND WAS MORE LIKE A

THOUSAND DA¥S BUT NOT BEFORE IT HAD PLUNGED
THE WORLD _INTO THE WORST WAR IN HUMAN HISTORY
WITH @slB® MILLIONSCASUALTIES! BARCLAY




27

-5-

HAS WELL SAID: "“PEOPLE WHO WORK FOR THEIR
OWN HONOR AND GLORY SELDOM FIND ANY REAL
JOY IN THEIR WORK OR IN LIFE. EN_WANT
TO HEAR AND BELIEVE=BA®P OF THE-ANGEL- S

—MESSAGE, THAT IS, MEN GREATLY DESIRE TO

HAVE PEACE=ON-EARFH. HOWEVER, PEACE ON
EARTH IS LINKED TO THEJHJE&LLE;EQQ.
B T T e W T 2L

AND FRANKLY, THERE IS
Y. HOWEVER,

THERE WILL BE NO LASTING PEACE ON EARTH
UNTIL THE ORY OF GOD 1S MAN'S GREAT
CONCERN., E? WAS SURPRISED TO READ A RECENT
ARTICLE I AND WORED RT WHICH
SIMPLY SAYS 5VE¥ IN PEACETIME,

HE ARTICLE POINTS OUT THAT

HE OPENING SENTENCE IN THE ARTICLE SAYS,
“AT A TIME WHEN MUCH OF THE WOR&B SEEMS

TO BE AT PEACE, NO FEWER THAN 1/04 oF THE
NATIONS AROUND JHE GLOBE ARE CAUGHT UP IN
ARMED CONFLICT.” MORE THAN 40 COUNTRIES
ARE INVOLVED IN HOSTILITIES OF ONE KIND

OR ANOTHER._ ALL BUT A HANDFUL OF THESE
ARE IN THE THIRD WORLD. [HE ARTICLE LISTS
[rRAQ-IRAN WHERE AT LEAST 109,000 HAVE BEEN
KILLED SINCE HOSTILITIES BEGAN IN 1980,
AFGHANISTAN, LEBANON, YEMEN, NOT TO MENTION
CONFLICTS IN THE FAR EASI, (ATIN AMERICA,
AFRICA, AND EVEN IN EUROPE WHERE VIOLENCE

/%ROUND THE GLOBE FIGHTING NEVER-SIOPS,

. IN NORTHERN RELA§D ?AS CONTINUED FOR
MANY, MANY YEARS.,

LE HAS A GREAT
DEAL TO SAY ABOUT PEACE. T 1S PERSONAL

FOR HERE AND NOW, IT WILL BE P
IN THE FUTURE WHEN MESSIAH COMES, ﬁEsus

) L,EGACY O HIS DISCIPLES WAS AS FOLLOWS:
LEAVE WITH YOU, MY hbll GIVE

i NOT AS THE WORLD GIVETH, GIVE
I UNTO YOU. LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED,
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NEITHER LET IT BE AFRAID.” (JoHn 14:27)

THE WORD PEACE IN THE N.T. IS A GREAT
WORD, [T BRINGS WITH IT THE SAME IDEAS AS
THE HEBREW WORD SHALOM...EVERYTHING THAT
MAKES FOR THE HIGHEST GOOD IN A PERSON'S
LIFE, FOR MANY, PEACE MEANS SIMPLY THE
ABSENCE OF TROUBLE PERSONALLY AND WAR
POLITICALLY., THE GREEK WORD_EIRENE IS A WIDE
RANGING WORD WHICH APPEARS 88 TIMES IN THE
N,l, -+IN EVERY BOOK. [T MAY REFER TO A
COMMON GREETING OR A COUNTRY WHERE CONFLICT
HAD CEASED. HOWEVER, THE TERM MEANS A
PROPER OR RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IN EVERY AREA
OF LIFE.s.HOME, WORK, CHURCH, GODs PEACE
WITH GOD REFERS TO A CORRECT RELATIONSHIP
WITH HIM, PEACE cOMES FROM GOD...IT IS NOT
THE WORK OF HUMAN HANDS - IT 1S.A GLFT FROM
Him. [T 1S5 NOT SOMETHING MAN ACHIEVES

ORK BUT RATHER BY FAITH, WHEN

ESUS LEFT THIS EARTH; HE LEFT THE DISCIPLES
NO MATERIAL POSSESSIONS BUT RATHER HE GAVE
THEM - PEACE CCORDING TO RomANs 5:1 A
RIGHT RELATIONSHIP To GOD COMES THROUGH
JEsus CHRIST. Six TIMES IN THE N.T. Gop
IS CALLED THE GOD OF PEACE - THOSE WHO
WOULD KNOW PEACE MUST KNOW CHRIST.
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SPEECHLESS BEFORE CHRISTMAS

Luke 1:5FF “(m,
4?44
' “w{:Hr/

[T IS DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE ANYONE HAVING J“ °
NOTHING TO SAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS - ESPECIALLY
THEZ® VERY FIRST CHRISTMAS. USuALLY IT IS
A TIME WHEN EVEN TOTAL STRANGERS JALK TO EACH
OTHER., IS NOT A COMMON

1) MALADY, ELATE STORY OF PREACHER WHO COM-
PLAINED TO HIS DENTIST ABOUT HAVING A MIX-UP
IN HIS FALSE TEETH. THE PREACHER COMPLAINED

THAT HE HAD BEEN GIVEN - HE
COULDN'T STOP_TALKING! IS TOLD
OF_IHREE_HERMLIS WHO DETERMINED TO LIVE IN

A CAVME. FTER HAVING LIVED THERE FOR A FEULL
YEAR, ONE LOOKED OUT AT A COW GRAZING IN A
NEARBY PASTURE AND COMMENTED THAT THE COW

REMINDED HIM 0 00D._ A SECOND HERMIT

AGREED SAYING: 7Q0.” THE THIRD

COMMENTED:  "IF ARE_GOING TO TALK ALL
HE_T VIN IHE STORY BEFORE US

CENTERS AROUND wg_umuuﬁ_m
SAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS.

I. A MAN CALLED ZACHARIAS - Verses 5-10,18-21\

You MAY KNOW SOMEONE NAMED ZACHARY. ZACH FOR
SHORT. YOU MAY KNOW ABOUT ZACCHAEUS. BuT I
,__DQuBI_%ERIOUSLY IF_ANY OF US KNOWS ANYONE
fiagt NAMED ZACHARIAS., IT IS NEW BUT NOT NOVEL IN
LeeNATURE THE TEXT INTRODUCES THE READER TO
*; HEROD THE GREAT - THAT CRAFTY, CRUEL RULER
7 WHOSE NAME MEANS "HERD” BUT HE WAS ANYTHING

BUT. HE IS ONE OF FOUR MENTIONED IN THE NEW
—TESTAMENT. (" Hwed Y2 Heto = Zewo! )

(1) A PRIEST - EVERY DESCENDANT OF AARON
BECAME A PRIEST AUTOMATICALLY BY VIRTUE OF
HIS FAMILY TREE OR BLOODLINE. HIS FAMILY
TREE WAS MORE IMPORTANT THAN HIS CHRISTMAS

Yy




_2_

TREE. THERE WERE A SURPLUS AND NOT A SCARCITY
OF PRIESTS IN THAT DAY - soME 20,000 pIVIDED
INTO 24 GROUPS EACH SERVING ON AN_8-DAY
ROTATION SYSTEM - TWICE A YEAR. IN A SENSE,
THESE PRIESTS WERE THE_TECHNICIANS OF THE

OLD TESTAMENT SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM.

TEACHES THAT WE NO LONGER NEED SUCH

A SPECIAL GROUP BECAUSE WE HAVE ONE GREAT
HIGH PRIEST WHO OFFERED ONE SACRIFICE, ONCE
FOR ALL, FOR ALL OUR SINS. Now, EACH BELIEVER
ACTS AS HIS OWN PRIEST, THAT IS WHY THIS
CHURCH HAS A PASTOR AND NOT A PRIEST. SUCH
SERVICE WAS CONSIDERED SACRED SERVICE AND A
PRIVILEGE EVEN WHEN THERE WERE LARGE NUMBERS.
SOME WHO SERVED SAW NOTHING EXCEPT THE
HECHANLCS OF THEIR OFFICE OR SERVICE.

OWEVER, THERE WERE MEN LIKE ZACHARIAS WHO
FOUND SPECIAL BLESSING IN THIS QNCE IN A
LIFETIME EXPERIENCE.

(2) A MARRIED PRIEST - HIS WIFE WAS FROM A
PRIESTLY FAMILY. THE WORD ZACHARIAS MEANS
AND ELIZABETH MEANS

OTH OF THEIR NAMES REFLECT A GODLY HERITAGE.
THIS DOES NOT SUGGEST THAT HAVING A BIBLE OR
RELIGIOUS NAME HAS ANYTHING WHATSOEVER TO DO
WITH ONE'S SPIRITUAL INTERESTS OR CHARACTER
BUT IT DOES SUGGEST THAT ZACHARIAS MARRIED
WELL AND THAT THE MARRIAGE WAS COMPATIBLE.

(3) A HAPPY MARRIAGE - VERSE 6 THE WORD
HAPPY DOES NOT APPEAR IN THE TEXT BUT THE
WORDS RIGHTEOUS AND BLAMELESS IMPLY SUCH.
THE WORD RIGHTEOUS SUGBESTS ONE WHO IS RIGHT
OR IN A RAIGHT RELATLONSHIP WITH Gop. BLAME-
INLESS OR FAULTLESS BUT
P10 __HIS REQUIREMENTS
THAT 1S,NOT ONE WHO IS PERFECT

ONE CANNOT POINT A FINGER AT
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IN THE MIDST OF C
NATION, AMONG WHOM YE SHINE AS LIGHTS IN THE

MWORL D, " (PHILIPPIANS Z:15) SURELY THIS IS
A GOOD BEGINNING OR FOUNDATION FOR A HAPPY
HOME ,

(4) A CHILDLESS MARRAIGE - VERSE 7
CHILDLESSNESS WAS CONSIDRED A TRAGEDY IN THESE
TIMES, A JEWISH FATHER WANTED A SON TO CARRY
ON HIS NAME AND THE FAMILY TRADITION. IN SOME
PLACES, CHILDLESSNESS WAS GROUNDS FOR DIVORCE.
AT A TIME /ACHARIAS SHOULD HAVE HAD ND-
CHILDREN HE HAD._NO CHILDREN, INFERTILITY AND
-AGING_WERE TWO GREAT OBSTACLES IN THEIR
MARRIAGE., (THERE WERE NO SIGNS OR SOUNDS OF
CHILDREN IN THE HOME. NO SIGNS OF SMALL HAND-
PRINTS, TOYS IN THE CHAIR, CRIBS, BOTTLES,

ALL THINGS THAT SPEAK OF CHILDREN. SUCH A
DILEMMA AFFECTED GREAT WOMEN SUCH AS SARAH,
RACHEL, AND HANNAH. THEY ALL CRIED OUT FOR
DIVINE ASSISTANCE IN THEIR CHILDLESS CONDITION

(5) A SPEECHLESS MARRIAGE - VERSE 20-22
BECAUSE OF ZACHARTAS® _UNBLLEF, A TEMPORARY
CONDITION THAT PROHIBITED COMMUNICATION
EXISTED. ALL COMMUNICATION MOVED FROM VERBAL
TO WRIFTEN FORM. A CASUAL GLANCE AT THE TEXT
WOULD SUGGEST THAT THERE IS NO REASON FOR SUCH
A SEVERE PENALTY. QUESTION: WHAT DID
/ACHARIAS SAY OR DO THAT WAS SO WRONG? THE
QUESTION SHOWS HOW SUBTLE IS THE SIN OF UN-
BELIEF. WHEN GoD SAYS SOMETHING HE DOES

NOT NEED TO DOCUMENT IT WITH MULTIPLE
WITNESSES OR PAGES OF DOCUMENTATION. WHAT HE

SAYS IS TRUE BECAUSE HE SAYS IT. UNBELIEF

IS SIMPLY A LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN_(GOD. EVEN
IN HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS THERE CAN BE NO LASTING
RELATIONSHIP WHERE TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IS
ABSENT. IF ONE PERSON CANNOT ACCEPT THE
STATEMENT OF ANOTHER PERSON AS CREDIBLE, THEN

A
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IT IS BIFFICULT OR NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO

ABLI A GOOD RELATIONSHIP ON SUCH A &SIS.

ONE CANN BELIEVE WHAT GOD SAYS AND
ONE PAYS NO ATTENTION TO WHAT GOD SAYS, THERE
CAN BE NO STRONG RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO.
ZACHARIAS WOULD LEARN THAT ONE CANNOT SPEAK
FOR GOD WHEN HE DOES NOT BELIEVE WHAT Gop
SAYS! THE PENALTY FOR THIS UNBELTIEF WAS

SPEECHLESSNESS FOR A NINE-MONTH PERIOD.
SO SERIOUS IS THIS SIN THAT IT_IS THE SIN THAT

_JLUJ__KEEE_EEQELE_QUI_Q&_HEAMEN > NAMELY, NOT
TAKING SERIOUSLY WHAT GoD HAS To sAY! (JoHN

: THE REASON PEOPLE ARE NOT SAVED IS
THEY DO NOT KNOW WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS,
THEY DO NOT _BELIEVE WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS.

IT. AN ANGEL CALLED GABRIEL - Verses 11-19

To MY KNOWLEDGE, THERE IS NO ASSQCIATION
BETWEEN A TRUMPET AND GABRIEL. [HERE ARE TWO
ANGELS MENTIONED BY NAME, GABRIEL AND-MICHAEL.
MUCH OF THIS IS RELATED TO PROPHECY. (DANIEL
8:16, 9:21, CHApTER 10) THIS IS A VERY
_SIGNIFICANT. MEETING AND CONVERSATION. [F You
THINK NOT, WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU TALKED
WITH AN ANGEL? THIS MESSENGER CAME ALL THE
WAY FROM_HEAVEN TO SPEAK TO A PRIEST ABOUT
DOING HIS DUTY FOR GoD. GOD OFTEN SPEAKS
TO PEOPLE AS THEY GO ABOUT THEIR DUTIES IN
LIFE. GoD sPOKE TO MQSES FROM THE BURNING
BUSH WHILE HE WAS ACTING AS A SHEPHERD AND
HE SPOKE TO THE SHEPHERDS ON THE NIGHT OF
CHRIST'S BIRTH AS THEY WENT ABOUT THEIR_DUTY.
/ACHARIAS WAS BUSILY ENGAGED IN A ONCE IN A
LIFETIME TASK WHEN HE WAS GIVEN ONCE IN A
LIFETIME TAL GABRIEL KNEW WHERE TQ FIND
JACHARIAS - NAMELY, IN THE HOUSE OF GOD.
SUPPOSE /ZACHARIAS HAD NOT TAKEN HIS SACRED
RESPONSIBILITY SERIOUSLY. SUPPOSE HE HAD -
CALLED IN SICK OR OMERSLEPT %%,-=w~"\
SUBSTLITUTE TO DO HIS WORK. E—POINTY
WAS WHERE HE WAS SUPPOSED TO EE'ﬁﬁ'T HE WAS
SUPPOSED TO BE THERE. IHE LORD OFTEN SPEAKS
TO US IN THE PLACE OF DUTY.

A
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[TI. A BABY CALLED JOHN - Verses 5/7-80 €

IN PALESTINE, THE BIRTH OF A SON WAS AN
OCCASION FOR GREAT JOY. FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS
AND MUSICIANS GATHERED TO ADD MUSIC AND SONG
TO THIS JOYFUL AND FESTIVE OCCASION. IF

THE BABY WERE A GIRL, THE MUSICIANS SIMPLY
LEFT WITHOUT A SOUND. |HERE WAS A SAYING THAT
THE BIRTH OF A MALE CHILD BROUGHT UNIVERSAL
JOY BUT THE BIRTH OF A FEMALE BROUGHT UNIVERSAL
SORROW. |HE BIRTH OF JOHN WAS THE TIME OF
GREAT BLESSING. ZACHARIAS PROVED THAT HE HAD
LEARNED HIS LESSON WHEN HE CONFIRMED

ELIZABETH'S NAME TO HER SON._ [HE NEIGHBORS
SAID! :LET S CALL HIM JUNIOR - AFTER HIS
FATHER.” ELIZABETH SAID NO AND SO DID
ZACHARIAS. IT WAS A GOOD NAME BUT IT WAS NOT
Gop’'s NAME. THE PARENTS SAID,,.-— /

WHAT GOD CALLED HIM - J @ JoH

LACHARIAS, WE yB)BELTE
0D SAYS WHEN (WE DO
WHEN THAT HAPPENS, HE LOOSES THE SILE ONGUE
AND MEN HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY FOR GOD. LNBELIEF
STOPS THE MOUTH, BELIEF OPENS IT. [HAT IS

HOW PEOPLE COME TO KNOW JEsuS CHRIST AS SAVIOR
BY OTHERS DELCARING THEIR FAITH IN Him., IT

IS IMPORTANT TO TAKE SERIOUSLY WHAT (OD HAS
SEVERAL YEARS AGO, PERHAPS 15 Now,

MAN DRESSED IN A SWEATEB, OVERALLS AND BOOTS
NTERED A CAR DEALER'S SHOWROOM AND EXPRESSED
DESIRE TO PURCHASE S, ALL WITH
IDENTICAL EQUIPMENT. [HE SALESMAN WHO LOOKED

T THE SHABBILY DRESSED MAN SAID, "I'VE GOT

O TIME FOR SILLY JOKES - BUzZ OFF!” THE MAN
ALKED ACROSS THE STREET TO ANOTHER AUTOMOBILE
EALER, MADE THE SAME REQUEST AND THE SALESMAN
OLD JELCARS TO ONE MAN WHQQQQ%%§E%%E FOR

HEM! [T SEEMS THAT THIS MAN THE

ISHING BUSINESS AND THEY HAD HAD A RECORD YEAR




_6_

THE CARS WERE A_BONUS FOR THE EMPLOYEES

AND Tuggagg, HAD DECIDED TO BUY ALL OF THEM AT
ORDER TO GEI_THE BEST POSSIBLE

NY  WHAT WAS THE DIFFERENCE

THE TWO CAR SALESMEN? ONE BELIEVED A

MAN, THE OTHER DID=NOT. OUR RELATIONSHIP TO

GOD IS EXACTLY THAT WAY_-_SOME BELIEVE HIM

AND_SOME-DO NOT. :
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Man/ it anill ,
THE PRIEST WHO HAD NOTHING TO SAY
AT CHRISTMAS

LUKE 1:5-21

A DENTIST TOLD ME A STORY ABOUT A PREACHER
WHO COMPLAINED TO HIM ABOUT HAVING WOMEN'S
TEETH, (EXPLAIN) SOME FOLK ARE THAT WAY,
THEY CAN'T STOP TALKING, OTHERS FIND IT
DIFFICULT TO START. (THE STORY IS TOLD

OF THREE HERMITS WHO DETERMINED TO LIVE

IN A CAVE. AFTER HAVING BEEN THERE FOR
OVER A YEAR, ONE STOOD LOOKING OUT AT A
COW IN A NEARBY PASTURE. HE COMMENTED
THAT THE COW REMINDED HIM OF HIS BOYHOOD,
THE SECOND HERMIT REPLIED “ME T00."” THE
THIRD COMMENTED: “IF YOU TWO ARE GOING TO
~JALK ALL THE TIME I AM GOING TO LEAVE!”

IT IS DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE A PREACHER OR
PRIEST WHO WOULD HAVE NOTHING TO SAY AT
THIS TIME OF YEAR BUT THAT IS WHAT HAPPENED
TO THE FATHER OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.

I. ZACHARIAS: @:@ HE WAS - VERSES 5-7

ZACHARIAS LIVED IN THE "“DAYS OF HEROD

THE KING OF JUDAEA.” THE WORD HEROD MEANS
"HEROIC” BUT THAT IS NOT THE WORD TO
CHARACTERIZE THE FAMILY FOR THEY WERE
ANYTHING BUT HEROES. IT IS SAID OF THE
KINGS OF THE HOUSE OF HEROD WHEN THEY DIED
THEY WERE UNMOURNED AND UNMISSED, THE
FAMILY WAS CALLED BOTH CRUEL AND CRAFTY.
OF THE 7 OR 8 MEN BEARING THAT NAME, THIS
ONE WAS CALLED HEROD THE GREAT. ZACHARIAS
WAS A PRIEST. EVERY DESCENDANT OF AARON
WAS AUTOMATICALLY A PRIEST IN THE SERVICE
OF GoD. AT THIS TIME THERE WAS A SURPLUS
OF PRIESTS. THERE WERE SO MANY THAT THEY
WERE DIVIDED INTO 24 GROUPS AND SERVED

A
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ON AN 8-DAY ROTATING BASIS TWICE EACH
YEAR, IN A SENSE, THESE MEN WERE THE

Y TECHNICIANS OF AN OLD TESTAMENT SACRIFICIAL
SYSTEM, THE BOOK OF HEBREWS TEACHES THAT
WE NO LONGER NEED SUCH A SPECIAL GROUP IN
THAT WE HAVE ONE GREAT HIGH PRIEST WHO
OFFERED ONE SACRIFICE ONCE FOR ALL FOR
OUR SINS. NOW, EVERY BELIEVER ACTS AS
HIS OWN PRIEST AND THAT IS WHY THIS CHURCH
HAS A PASTOR AND NOT A PRIEST. ZACHARIAS
THE PRIEST WAS MARRIED, HIS WIFE WAS FROM
A PRIESTLY FAMTLY.  ZACHARIAS MEANS GOD
REMEMBERS AND ELISABETH MEANS GOD’S OATH.
IN OTHER WORDS, THEIR NAMES REFLECT THEIR
GODLY HERITAGE. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT
HAVING A BIBLE OR RELIGIOUS NAME HAS
ANYTHING WHATSOEVER TO DO WITH ONE'’S
SPIRITUAL INTEREST OR CHARACTER. THE TEXT
SAYS THAT BOTH OF THEM WERE RLGHIEQUS

) BEFORE GOD, MANY ARE RIGHTEOUS BEFORE <:%)
MEN BUT RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE GOD IS NOT
WIDELY UNDERSTOOD, THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF
TWO KINDS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS - OQURS AND
GoD’sS. SIMPLY STATED, RIGHTEOUSNESS MEANS
TO BE STRAIGHT OR RIGHT IN ONE'S RELATION-
SHIP TO GOD, THE NATURAL MAN HAS A WRONG
RELATIONSHIP TO GOD BY VIRTUE OF HIS
NATURE AND CONDUCT. HE HAS OFFENDED GOD
AND THIS ALIEN SITUATION MUST BE CORRECTED.
PAUL DEVOTED THREE CHAPTERS IN ROMANS
ON THIS SUBJECT. (RoMANS 3-5) As A
MATTER OF FACT IT IS THE THEME OF THE BOOK
OF ROMANS - HOW MEN MAY BE RIGHT OR
RIGHTEOUS BEFORE GOD., FOR SOME, THIS WORD
IS NOT RELEVANT UNTIL THE SICK BED OR

N DEATH BED ARRIVES. NOT MANY CARE TO TALK
ABOUT RIGHTEOUSNESS WHEN THEY ARE 1IN
GOOD HEALTH. TOO MANY PEOPLE GUESS OR
HOPE OR CROSS THEIR FINGERS OR BELIEVE

.
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THAT THEIR GENEROUS DEEDS WILL MAKE THEM
RIGHTEOUS IN GOD'S EYES AND THAT HE WILL
OVERLOOK WHATEVER WRONG MIGHT HAVE BEEN
DONE, THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THESE TWO

WAS REFLECTED IN THEIR WALKING IN ALL

THE COMMANDMENTS AND ORDINANCES OF THE
LORD, THIS MEANS THEY OFFERED PROPER
SACRIFICES, THEIR LIVES MANIFESTED A DEEP-
SEATED CONFIDENCE AND TRUST IN GoD., THEY
WALKE THS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS., THE (13
WORD% DOES NOT SUGGEST SINLESS J
OR FAULTL UT RATHER LIVING UP TO ONE’S
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S REQUIREMENTS. THEY

WERE NOT PERFECT BUT THEIR LIVES WERE
WITHOUT REPROACH, THAT IS NO ONE COULD
POINT A FINGER AT THEM AND POINT OUT
GLARING DEFECTS IN THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO
GoD, THEY LIVED PRAYEREULLY, CAREEULLY

AND BLA LY BEFORE GoD. (COMPARE
PHILIPPIANS Z:15) “THAT YE MAY BE BLAMELESS
AND HARMLESS,THE SONS OF GOD, WITHOUT
REBUKE, IN THE MIDST OF A CROOKED AND
PERVERSE NATION, AMONG WHOM YE SHINE AS LIGHTS
IN THE WORLD.” THE WORD PEAKS
OF THE TRAGEDY IN THE FAMILY, WISH
FATHER WANTED A SON TO CARRY ON HIS NAME
AND FAMILY TRADITION. IN SOME QUARTERS
CHILDLESSNESS WAS LEGAL GROUND FOR DIVORCE.
[T CONTINUED TO BE A MATTER OF CONCERN

EVEN WHEN THESE TWO “ADVANCED IN THEIR DAYS.”
(A,S.V. MARGIN)

I1. ZACHARIAS; (WHAT)HE DID FOR 60D -
VERSES 8-15

THE WORD “EXECUTE” DOES NOT MEAN TO DO AWAY
WITH - IT MEANS TO SERVE. ZACHARIAS SERVED
AS A PRIEST IN THE TEMPLE OF Gop., IT
WAS CONSIDERED A SACRED PRIVILEGE EVEN
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WHEN THERE WERE TOO MANY PRIESTS., SOME
WHO CAME TO SERVE FELT AND SAW NOTHING
ONLY GOING THROUGH THE MECHANICS OF THE
OFFICE. HOWEVER, FOR SOME LIKE ZACHARIAS
THIS WAS A WONDERFUL PRIVILEGE AND IN IT
HE FOUND SATISFACTION AS IN NO OTHER
WORK, TO BE SURE, THERE IS A SPECIAL
FREEDOM AND BLESSING IN THE SERVICE OF
GOD THAT IS FOUND NO PLACE ELSE. THE
BURNING OF INCENSE IN THE TEMPLE OR
LITERALLY THE "HOLY PLACE” WAS A ONCE 1IN
A LIFETIME EXPERIENCE. (IT MIGHT BE WELL
TO LOOK AGAIN AT THIS WORD . IN
OUR SUPERSIAR, TOP_DOG, NUMBER ONE,
CELEBRITY SYNDROME SOCIETY THIS WORD HAS
LOST MUCH OF ITS MEANING EVEN IN CHRISTIAN
CIRCLES AND YET IT IS A WORD WE ALL
APPRECIATE WHEN WE SEE GENUINE SERVICE.)
WHILE ZACHARIAS PERFORMED THIS SERVICE,
-5533l$ﬁ APPEARED TO HIM. IT IS INTERESTING
THAT THE LORD OFTEN APPEARS TO MEN IN THE
ORDER OF THINGS, THAT IS WHILE THEY ARE
GOING ABOUT THEIR DAILY TASKS OR RESPONSI-
BILITIES. EVEN THOUGH HE WAS ADVANCED IN
YEARS HE HAD NOTy SHUNNED HIS PRIESTLY
RESPONSIBILITY{étIIT IS INTERESTING THAT
GABRIEL APPEARED"TO HIM IN THE HOUSE OF
GOD AND NOT IN HIS OWN HOUSE, AT THE
SUPERMARKET, OR DRIVE-IN BUT IN THE
TEMPLE.) THE ANGEL'S PREDICTION HAD TO
DO WITH A LONG-DESIRED CHILD, NAMELY A
SON WHOSE NAME CAME FROM HEAVEN - JOHN,
“THERE WAS A MAN SENT FROM GOD WHOSE NAME
WAS JOHN,” (JOHN 1:6) THE NEIGHBORS
WANTED TO CALL HIM JUNIOR BUT GOD CALLED
HIM JOHN. HIS MINISTRY WOULD BE TO TURN
MANY TO GOD. THERE HAVE BEEN FEW SPIRIT-
FILLED PEOPLE TO RISE TO THE GREATNESS
OF THIS ONE CALLED JOHN THE BAPTIST.
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[II. ZACHARIAS: WHAT HE DID WRONG -
VERSES 18-20

A CASUAL GLANCE AT THE TEXT WOULD SUGGEST
THAT THERE IS NO INFRACTION INTENDED AND
THE ANGEL’'S REACTION_IS TOO SEVERE,
QUESTION: WHAT.DID ZACHARIAS SAY OR DO
TRATAS-SO _WRONG? THE VERY QUESTION SHOWS
HOW SUBTLE IS THE SIN OF UNBELIEF, WHEN

GOD SAYS SOMETHING HE DOES NOT NEED TO

MENT IT WITH MULILRLEMHLINﬁSSES OR
PAGES DOCUMENTATION, WHAT HE SAYS

IS TRUE AND WILL COME TO PASS. UNBELIEF
IS SIMPLY A LACK OF TRUST OR CONFIDENCE
IN GoD, WE KNOW IN HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS
THAT THERE CAN BE NO LASTING GOOD
RELATIONSHIP WHERE TRUST AND CONFIDENCE
IS ABSENT., IF ONE CANNOT ACCEPT THE
STATEMENT BY A PERSON AS CREDIBLE THEN
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO ESTABLISH A GOOD
RELATIONSHIP UNTIL THIS HAPPENS., =LF ONE
CANNOT BELIEVE WHAT GOD-SAYS AND .LE ONE

PAYS NO ATTEE!E%N TO WHAT GOD SAYS, THERE
C EATIONSHIP BETWEEN

MAN_AND GoD, ZACHARIAS WOULD LEARN
THAT ONE CANNOT SPEAK_EQR GOD WHEN HE

DOES NOT BELIEVE WHAT GOD sAyYs! THE
PENALTY FOR ZACHARIAS' UNBELIEF WAS TO

BE SREECHLESS OR DUMB FOR 9§ MONTHS.

FOR ALMOST A YEAR, ZACHARIAS AND ELISABETH
WOULD COMMUNICATE BY WRITING AND NOT BY
SPEECH . (U0nlublief Silree #e Lovgal st God )

2 77
o MR

IV. ZACHARIAS: WHAT HE DID RIGHT -
VERSES 5/-b>

IN PALESTINE, THE BIRTH OF A SON WAS AN
OCCASION OF GREAT JOY. FRIENDS AND
NEIGHBORS CAME TO SHARE THE JOY AND
MUSICIANS GATHERED TO ADD MUSIC AND SONG
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TO THE HIGH HOUR. IF THE BABY WAS A GIRL
P THE MUSICIANS SIMPLY LEFT WITHOUT A SOUND.,

THERE WAS A SAYING THAT THE BIRTH OF A

MALE CHILD BROUGHT UNIVERSAL JOY BUT THE

BIRTH OF A FEMALE CAUSED UNIVERSAL SORROW!

THE BIRTH OF JOHN WAS A TIME OF GREAT

JOY AND BLESSING. ZACHARIAS PROVED THAT

HE HAD LEARNED HIS LESSON WHEN HE CONFIRMED

ELISABETH’S NAME FOR THEIR SON., WE CONFIRM

THAT WE BELIEVE WHAT GOD SAYS WHEN WE DO

WHAT GOD TELLS US TO DO. WHEN THAT HAPPENS,

HE LOOSES THE SILENT TONGUE AND MEN HAVE

SOMETHING TO SAY FOR GOD, UNBELl££;J:qy;s
THE-MOUTH»—BELLER-QRENS IT! AS A MATT

OF FACT, THAT IS HOW MEN COME TO _EALTH
I8.CHRIST, BY DECLARING THEIR BELIEF IN
THE FINISHED WORK OF HIS SON. -afHE THAT
BELIEVETH ON THE SON HATH EVERLASTING

N LIFE: AND HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT THE SON
SHALL NOT SEE LIFE; BUT THE WRATH OF
GOD ABIDETH ON HIM.” (JOHN 3:36)
SOMEONE “HASSATID THAT THE CROSS OF CHRIST
ACTS AS A LIGHTNING ROD FOR THE PENALTY
OF DIVINE WRATH. WRATH CANNOT TOUCH THE
BELIEVER WHOSE SINS ARE UNDER THE BLOOD
OF CHRIST. “THAT IF THOU SHALT CONFESS
WITH THY MOUTH THE LORDJESUS AND“BELIEVE
IN THY “HEART THAT GOD HATH RAISED HIM
FROM THE“DEAD, THOU SHALT BE_SAVED."
(Romans 10:9) SOME FOLK COMPLAIN THAT
THEY DO NOT KNOW WHY .GOD_IS.SQ HARSH
WITH-UNBELFEF, ONCE AGAIN, IT IS A
MATTER OF CONEIDENCE AND FRUST., FOR
EXAMPLE, THE STORY IS TOLD OF A MAN

— DRESSED IN A SWEAILER, OVERALLS AND BOQIS

' WHO ENTERED A CAR_DEALER'S SHOWROOM AND

EXPRESSED A DESIRE TO PURCHASE 16.CARS
WITH SIMILAR EQUIPMENT., THE SALESMAN WHO
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LOOKED AT THE SHABBILY DRESSED MAN SAID:
"T'VE_GOT _NO TIME FOR SILLY _ JOKES -
BUZZ-oFF!"” THE MAN WALKED ACROSS THE
STREET TO ANOTHER AUTOMOBILE DEALER, MADE
A SIMILAR REQUEST AND THE SALESMAN SOLD
6 _CARS TO ONE_MAN - AND HE PAID _CASH
_FOR THEM ALL. IT SEEMS THAT THIS MAN

WAS IN THE FISHING BUSINESS AND THEY HAD
HAD A RECORD “¥EAR., THE CARS WERE FOR A
BONUS AND THE EMPLOYEES DECIDED TO BUY
THEM ALL AT ONE TIME IN ORDER.TQ_GET THE

BEST POSSIBLE DISCOUNT, qJﬂiilIT“
SALESMEN? STMPLY STATED_Qﬁﬁ:ﬁ#H:HEEED
“THE MAN, THE_QTHER-DED-WOT, “IT TS THAT

s

WAY IN MAN' ATIONSHIP TO GOD, SOME
BELIEVE HIM AND SOME DO NOT. LOOK AT

JOHN 3:36 AGAIN,
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A CHRISTMAS THEME
LuKe 2:10-20

THE YEAR JESUS WAS BORN, PEOPLE WERE
TALKING ABOUT TAXES. THE TAX INVOLVED

THE WHOLE ROMAN EMPIRE. THE BIRTH OF

A BABY BOY TO AN OBSCURE COUPLE, IN AN
OBSCURE STABLE, IN AN OBSCURE PART OF THE
WORLD WAS SCARCELY NOTICED. MEN OVERLOOKED
THAT BIRTH BUT THE IMPACT OF HIS LIFE AND
DEATH CANNOT BE IGNORED. SOONER OR LATER,
MEN MUST FACE THE ISSUE OF THEIR RELATION-
SHIP TO CHRIST. THE IMPORTANCE OF THAT
RELATIONSHIP IS BOUND UP IN OUR THEME,

I. THE GO OF CHRISTMAS - Luke 2:15

WE SPEAK OF THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WORD
GO AS IT RELATED THE MESSAGE OF REDEMPTION,
THE LETTERS GO COMPRISE THE FIRST SYLLABLE
OF THE WORD GOSPEL., ONE OF THE BEST KNOWN
GO'S IN SCRIPTURE IS MATTHEW 28:19, “Go
YE THEREFORE AND TEACH ALL NATIONS,..AND
Lo, I AM WITH YOU ALWAY....” (Oup B.C.C.
MOTTO IN THE TOWER - “COME AND GO TO
CHURCH”) I WAS SURPRISED TO NOTICE THAT
THERE ARE 88 DIFFERENT GREEK WORDS BOTH
SIMPLE AND COMPOUND TO EXPRESS THE IDEA
GO, REGARDING THE CHRISTMAS STORY, THERE
AR TWO w L-KNOWN USAGES OF THE TERM:
* OF DUPLICITY WHEN HEROD
‘STRUCT THE WISE MEN TO SEARCH FOR THE
YOUNG CHILD IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT COME
AND WORSHIP ALSO ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 2:8,
IT WAS ALL A SMOKE SCREEN TO HIDE A
PLOT TO KILL JESUS, THE WISE MEN REFLECTED
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THEIR WISDOM IN NOT OBEYING THAT ROYAL
COMMAND AND_SEEING THROUGH HEROD’S
DUPLICITY. (?;D THE GO OF SINCEREITY -
WHAT THE SHEPHERDS SAW AND HEARD PROMPTED
THEM TO IMMEDIATE ACTION. THE WORDS NOW
AND HASTE SUGGESTS THE IMMEDIACY OF THEIR
OBEDIENCE. SOME MIGHT HAVE SAID THERE WAS
NO REASON TO GET EXCITED OR HURRY. THEY
MIGHT HAVE LOOKED UPON THE JOURNEY TO
BETHLEHEM AS A WASTE OF TIME AND EEEQRT.
SOME MAY HAVE DOUBIED AND DELAXED BUT

WHEN GOD SPOKE TO THESE HUMBLE SHEPHERDS
THEY QUICKLY OBEYED. THERE WERE ALL KINDS
OF PEOPLE IN PALESTINE IN THOSE DAYS,
POWERFUL LEADERS, RELIGIOUS SCHOLARS,
SOLDIERS, FISHERMEN AND FARMERS BUT GOD
MADE THE NEWS OF HIS SON'S ARRIVAL KNOWN
TO SIMPLE .SHERHERDS AS THEY WERE GOING
ABOUT THE ORDINARY.TASKS OF LIFE,

MORRISON HAS WELL SAID, "IT
BEAUTY. THAT GLORY. FALLS.” (WHEN GOD

WANTS EARTH TO KNOW OF HEAVEN'S ACTIVITY,
HE OFTEN MAKES IT KNOWN THROUGH ACTIVE
CONSCIENTIOUS PEOPLE AND NOT THE LAZY
GOOF-OFFS OF THE WORLS. COMPARE ZACCHAEUS

NERGETIC APPROACH TO CHRIST.
IS APPROXIMATELY 6 MILES FROM
ERUSALEM AND WAS MADE FAMOUS BY TWO

WELL-KNOWN WOMEN IN THE BIBLE - RACHEL
WHOSE TOMB WAS THERE AND RUTH WHO SETTLED
THERE WITH BoAz, BETHLEHEM WAS ALSO DAVID’S
HOME TOWN. AS A MATTER OF FACT, AFTER
DAVID NOT MUCH IS SAID ABOUT THIS TOWN
UNTIL JESUS WAS BORN THERE., MICAH 5:2
PREDICTED THIS EVENT AND ISAIAH 53 SPOKE
OF MESSIAH'S COMING OUT OF AN UNNOTICED
AREA OF THE WORLD, THE REASONSWHY PEOPLE
WERE IN BETHLEHEM THAT NIGHT WERE
DIFFERENT RANGING FROM TRAVEL, -FA¥ES OR
TRADRE., BUT ‘[HFSL ME N PAME”‘I'H"WORQHTP.
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IT IS INTERESTING TO OBSERVE HOW THEY KNEW
ABOUT THE BIRTH OF CHRIST - g%ﬁ%%é%ﬁﬁé‘QN'
LIKE THE SHEPHERDS, SOME SEE

AS A TIME TO WORSHIP CHRIST WHILE OTHERS
SEE AND HEAR NOTHING., THEY HAVE NO IDEA
WHAT GOD IS DOING IN HISTORY IN OR HOW
JESUS CHRIST RELATES TO THEM., FOR SOME
CHRISTMAS IS NO MORE THAN A HOLIDAY, GLETJS.,
DECORATLONS AND A TIME FOR FAMILY GET-

TOGET 0 MISSES
CHRIST IN CHRISTIMAS MISSES EVERYTIHING,
w

[I. THE GIFTS OF CHRISTMAS: MATTHEW 2:11

1E EVER MEN HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO WORSHIP
MARY AND THEREFORE ESTABLISH A PATTERN FOR

L

'FUTURE GENERATIONS TO FOLLOW, 1T WAS HERE.
HOWEVER, IT WAS NOT BUT HEY CAME
TO WORSHIP AND THAT NOT GED, ALSO0,

THEY GAVE THEIR -G-LLI.?_LQ_H.LM: NOT-HER, AND
NOT _TO EACH QIHER! IT WOULD SEEM THAT WE

HAVE THE GIFTS OF CHRISTMAS ALL MIXED UP,
SELDOM DO WE SENSE OR SEE PEOPLE EXPRESSING
GRATITUDE TO GOD IN GIFTS AT CHRISTMASTIME.
[T IS USUALLY GRATITUDE TO SELF OR SOMEONE
ELSE. THE GREA OF -CHRISIMAS 1S
CHRIST. (JOHN 3: I CORINTHIANS 9:15)
THE GIFTS THEMSELVES WERE SIGNIFICANT,

AS MOST PEOPLE KNOW, GQLD IS THE METAL

OF DIETY. MATTHEW WRITES OF CHRIST THE
KING, FRANKINGENSE SPOKE OF HIS FRAGRANT
LIFE AND MYRRH HIS SACRIFICIAL DEATH,

THE GIFTS BORE PROPHETIC SIGNIFICANCE..JL

IMPORTANT THA TS, “AUES
“CHARTSTMAS: ﬁHAT HAVE I GIVEN CHRIST?
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ITI. THE GLORY OF CHRISTMAS - LUKE 2:14
CHRISTMAS IS A TIME WHEN MEN GLORIFY MEN,

. TALENTED_TRADERS AND

TIHE [ ARGEST_GIVERS
MERCHANIS MAKE THEIR GREAT PROFIT AT

CHRISTMAS TIME. THE WORDS “GLORY TO GoD”
TO SOME SOUNDS LIKE THE LANGUAGE OF
FANATICS OR TENT-MEETING TERMS FOR SNAKE
HANDLERS OR HOLY ROLLERS., AS A MATTER OF
FACT, THIS HIGH PRAISE MIGHT RESULT IN A
COLD_STARE OR EMBARRASSEDSH=ENGE IF SPOKEN
IN SOME CHURCHES. MODERN MAN HAS GREAT
IDEAS ABOUT MAN AND HIS GREATNESS BUT
SMALL IDEAS ABOUT GOD AND HIS GLORY. THE
WORDS GOD AND JESUS ARE OFTEN THE LANGUAGE
OF PROFANITY AND EXASPERATION, THE WORD
IS THE GREEK WORD DOXA FROM WHICH

T THE WORD DOXOLOGY. WE SING THE
DOXOLOGY AS A PART OF WORSHIP WHEN MEN
PUBLICALLY RECOGNIZE AND PRAISE THE WORTH
OF GOD IN SONG, IN THE OID TESTAMENT,
GoD'S GLORY WAS SEEN IN THE EXQDUS.,
TABERNACLE, TEMPLE AND ACCORDING TO
JOHN _1:14 IN FLESH. THE GLORY OF CHRISTMAS
IS SEEN IN THE T THAT MEN RECOGNIZE
THE MAJESTY AND MORAL BEAUTY OF THE
SON OF GOD AND GI 3 ERRAISE WHICH
IS DUE HIS NAME.C_LUKE 17:15-183s A
PASSAGE USUALLY RESER AANKSGIVING
BUT IT RELATES_AS MUCH TO CHRISIMAS AS
TO THANKSGIVING!  THE GENUINELY GRATEFUL
LEPER .ZGLORLEIED.GOD” AS AN EXPRESSION OF
HIS HEARTFELT APPRECIATION FOR THE HEALING
AND CLEANSING HE RECEIVED AT THE HAND OF
JESUS, HE FELL ON HIS_EACE_AT JESUS' _EEEI
INJRUE - WORSHIP_AND ADORATION, (IF YoUu
THINK THAT IS UNUSUAL HOW LONG HAS IT BEEN
SINCE YOU HAVE SEEN ANYONE ON HIS KNEES
BEFORE (GOD?)
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IV. THE GRACE OF CHRISTMAS - LUKE 2:40

THE WORD GRACE IS A FAVORITE BIBLE WORD,
IT EXPRESSES GOD’S GREAT GENEROSITY TOWARD
MANKIND - A GENEROSITY THAT IS BOTH

SERVED AND UNMERITED, GOD IS KIND TO
US NOT BECAUSE WE DESERVE IT BUT BECAUSE
HE IS GENEROUS. GOD'S LOVE TOWARD MANKIND
IS NOT GIVEN BECAUSE MAN IS GOOD BUT

BECAUSE GOD 18! HE _GRACE OF CHRISTMAS
IS REFLECTED 1 3 7> SOMEONE

HAS SAID THAT GOD BECAME WHAT WE ARE,
THAT 1S EARIHLY, THAT WE MIGHT BE WHAT
HE IS, THAT IS, ETERNAL. THIS PASSAGE
STATES THREE GREAT IDEAS ABOUT GRACE:

JESUS CHRIST WAS AND IS FULL OF GRACE,
CE_SPEAKS OF WHAT HE HAS DONE FOR US,
(IT. Cor. 8:9) ”

@) IN JEsUs CHRIST MANKIND HAS RECEIVED
BRA OR GRACE., THERE ARE MANY OPINIONS
ONCERNING THE INTERPRETATION OF THIS

INTERESTING PHRASE., THE WORD FOR IS THE
WORD ANTI WHICH MEANS INSTEAD OF, IN PLACE
OF, OVER AGAINST. BARCLAY SUGGESTS THAT
WHEN A PERSON ENTERS THE STUDY OF A GREAT
SUBJECT THAT THE MORE HE LEARNS ABOUT IT
THE MORE _HE SEES AND UNDERS S AND EVERY
NEW VISTA OF TRUTH PROVIDES A NEW AND FRESH
EXPERIENCE IN CEARNING RE. ING THE BEAUTY
OF THE SUBJECT. (CoMPARE CANADIAN VACATION
AND EVERY TURN IN THE ROAD.) THE MORE ONE
LEARNS ABOUT CHRIST THE GREATER HE BECOMES
AND THE MORE LIM SS HE IS. ALso,
THE_PHRASE MAY SUGGESI _THAT FOR EVERY
DLEEERENT SITUATION.IN LIFE THERE 1S GRACE
~MQ-MEET_THE NEED., THERE IS GRACE TO_SAVE,
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GRACE TO STAND, TO BE STRONG AND GRACE
THAT IS SUFELGLENT FOR OUR EVERY NEED,
WHETHER IT BE POVERTY OR PROSPERITY,
ADVE Y OR ADEQUACY, WE HAVE ALL
RECEIVED GRACE FOR GRACE!

GRACE AND TRUTH CAME BY CHRIST 1IN
RIST THESE TWO GREAT IDEAS ARE INTER-
TWINED, TO SPEAK OF TRUTH IS OFTEN
DIFFICULT TO DESCRIBE, WE DO NOT DEAL
WITH ABSTRACT TERMS WELL, FOR EXAMPLE,
THE WORD BEAUTY IS HARD TO DEFINE BUT A
BEAUTIFUL PERSON HELPS US UNDERSTAND WHAT
IT MEANS, JESUS DID NOT SAY I[_KNOW,
-SPEAK, SEARCH FOR, VALUE, RESRECI OR

DEFEND_ THE_TRUTH. HE SAID I AM THE TRUTH.
_ H PERSONIFIE JESUS CHRIST
WAS NOT A MAN WOULD NOT LIE HE COULD

NOT. THAT IS TRUE OF NO OTHER PERSON

YOU AND [ KNOW, JESUS SPOKE -FHE.TRUTH
GRACIOUSLY AND HE MANIFESTED GRACE TRUTHFULLY
IN PERFECT BALANCE. HE SPOKE GOD'S TRUTH

IN THE MESSAGE OF GRACE. THE REAL MESSAGE

OR THEME OF CHRISTMAS IS A MESSAGE OF GOD'S

GRACE., (T 2:11- THE MESSAGE OF

GRACE SAY G, SCHEMING, CLIMBING
'S TO HEAVEN AND COME BY GOD

OF GRACE. THE WORD_GRACE WHICH IS THE

GREEK WORD GHARIS AND THE WORD .CHARLSMA
THE _WORD..EOR—GFFpARE.RELATED, _WE _UNDER-
STAND _THAT CHARISMA. 1S A_GLEI_ON CEIVES
AND_DOES--NOF=NECESSARILY.EARN | HE

SPEAKS OF SALVATION AS_A_GLFT FROM GOD

NOT TO BE EARNED BUT FREELCY.RECEIVED.
(ROMANS 6:23) SOMEONE HAS SAID THERE IS

A PACKAGE FROM GOD NOT UNDER THE CHRISTMAS
TREE BUT IT HAS TO DO WITH A TREE - A
CROSS AT CALVARY., IT IS TRULY A GIFT
WHICH MAN DOES NOT DESERVE BUT IT TO BE
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RECEIVED AS FREELY AS ANY GIFT IS RECEIVED,
THE BIG QUESTION AND THEME THIS CHRISTMAS
IS: HAVE YOU EVER RECEIVED GoD'S CHRISTMAS
GIFT TO YOU - THE LORD JESUS CHRIST?
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AM,

THE MAN 1/HO HELD GOD IN HIS ARMS
Luke 2:25-35

THE.CHARACTERS IN THE CAST OF THE LHRLSIMAS
—STORY. ARE VARIED AND INTERESTING, MARY AND

JOSEPH, THE INNKEEPER, HEROD, THE. SHEPHERDS,
WISE MEN, ANGELS -- THESE.ARE-ALL-VERY
FAMILIAR -BUT SIMEON 1§ NOT SO FAMILIAR,

EIGjT DAYS AFTER JESUS' BIRTH, HE WAS BROUGHT

AND TO THE =EMPLE FOR THE PROPER

JEWISH COVENANT RITES AND SACRIFICES. OF
ALL THE PEOPLE WHO CAME AND WENT TO THE TEMPLE
TO WORSHIP (GOD ON THAT PARTICULAR DAY,

RECOGNIZED AND IDENTIFIED THE BABY

ESUS AS IsRAEL'S MeEssiAH, WHEN SIMEON TOOK

THE BABY JESUS IN H;s ARMS, HE COULD .APPRECIATE
JOHN's STATEMENT: "THAT WHICH WAS ERQM THE

_BEGINNING, WHICH WE HAVE_HEARD, WHICH WE HAVE
~SEEN, WITH OUR EYES, WHICH WE HAVE -LOOKED UPQON,

AND OUR OF THE WORD OF
LIFE...TEAEQ%zg AN 1:

IMEON UNDERSTOOD THE SIGNIFICANCE OF TOUCHING
) IN FLESH, JESUS WAS NO PHANTOM OR
IMAGINARY MYTH, HE WAS HUMAN FORM AND FLESH;
BOTH GoD AND MAN. (JoHN 1:18)™

—

THE PASSAGE DEALS WITH FOUR KEY IDEAS
(1) HOPE, (2) DEATH, (3) WORSHIP
(4) SALVATION,” e
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I.  SIMEON WAS HOLDING THE PERSON WHO “OULD
GIVE HOPE TO THE WORLD -- VERSES 25, 31

THE WORD “WALTINE CARRIES THE IDEA OF

EXPECTATION OR_ ING ON TIPTOES.,
(RELATE TO PARADE -- M

, WAS LOOKING FOR ISRAEL'’S
MESSIAH AND THE IMPACT HIS APPEARANCE WOULD
HAVE ON THE WHOLE WORLD, .[IESSIAH WAS NOT
JUST A KIND OF TRIBAL DIETY BUT THE BABY

HELD IN HIS ARMS WAS THE HOPE OF THE WHOLF

“WOREB | | SIMEON RECOGNIZED THAT THE ANSWER TO
SRAEL'S PROBLEMS WAS NOT PRIMARILY POLITICAL
IN NATURE BUT INDEED RELIGIOUS AND PERSONAL,

JEWS LIKE SIMEON UNDERSTOOD THAT ESRAEL'S
MISSTON- [N THE WORLD COULD -NOT-BE-ACCOMPLISHED
—BY_HUMAN.MEANS. [HAT GREAT DAY OF WORLD
SUPREMACY AND LEADERSHIP WOULD_COME ONLY WHEN
THE IR-JES CAME TO EARTH, fﬁELQESSLAﬂ£E

!

< HOPE WAS IN~oIMEON’S HEART AND THE BABY WHO
CAME TO THE TEMPLE THAT MEMORABLE DAY, HE
RECOGNIZED AS THAT MESSIAH! _SIMEON SAW BEYOND
THE AEEEEES POWER OF -ROME TO THE SPLENDOR
-OF~[SRAEL"S FUTURE KING, WE LIVE IN A DAY
HEN HOPE IS I T SUPPLY, AS IT WAS WHEN
gﬁsus WAS BORN, HI%H‘%%fﬁ%Liﬁgm PEOPLE IN
ERICA UNEMPLOYED, ANOTHER 1Z-MILLION
ALCOHOLICS, AND AN UNDISCLOSED NUMBER OF DRUG-
ADDICTS (BUT CERTAINLY NUMBERING IN THE
DOUBLE-DIGIT MILLIONS), WITH 20-MILLION PLUS
WHO HAVE VARIQUS FORMS OF V,D,, TO MENTION
BUT A FEW OF AMERICA’'S PROBLEMS AND NOT TO
— MENTION THE ENORMOUS ONES OF OTHER COUNTRIES,
HOPE IS NOT A PREVALENT ATTITUDE, HOWEVER,
HOPE TOWARD THE FUTURE IS NOT A FORM OF
ESCAPISM OR WISHFUL THINKING BUT IT IS PART
OF THE CHRISTIANS' ATTITUDE TOWARD THE FUTURE!
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THIS ATTITUDE ”AS ALWAYS PREVAILED
“AMONG-THE-SAINTS, WHEN THECAPOSTLES WERE
PREACHING IN THE ROMAN EM THERE WERE

™ 5Q_M#LLLQN_§LAMES, wHENdEfféég)BEGAN
THE PROTESTANT EFORMATIO HE_WORLD WAS
" eENGLTSH Ev

GENERALLY IN_A GLISH ANGELICALISM
ABOLISHED THE S& ? TRADE THROUGH ITS PREACHING
OF THE WORD OF

(C.S._LEWLS REMINDS HIS READERS
THAT WHEN"THE CHURCH CEASED TO THINK AND
Jﬂﬂﬂ&rF@R—?HE-FUTURE AND TOWARD..HEAVEN,
1T_BECAME INEFFECTIVE.ON EARTH. - AIM-AT
“HEAVEN, HE<SUGGESTS, AND YOU GET EARTH-
~THROWN IN: - AIM AT EARTH AND YOU WILL GET-
NEITHER,

LEWIS COMPARES OUR ﬁEﬁMENLI:ﬁQEE“TO

THE SUBJECT OF_HEALTH. HEALTH IS A GREAT
#™ BLESSING, BUT MAKE IT YOUR PRIMARY AIM AND

OBJECT IN LIFE, AND QNE BECOMES A CRANK

AND HYPOCHONDRIAC, GOOD HEALTH COMES BY

FOLLOWING CERTAIN GOOD RULES OF LIFE, NOT

THE LEAST OF WHICH IS PURSUIE OF HIGH GOALS.

LE-IN-THE WORLD, C(HRISTIANS_
JMUST_HAVE HOPE,

ONE MIGHT ADOPT
THE"FATALISTICTAND PESSIMISTIC ATTITUDE
THAT MEN AND THE WORLD ARE DESTINED TO
COSMIC INSANITY AND CHAOS.

(RELATE TO THE MAN AND WASHINGTON
MONUMENT THIS WEEK...)

A FRIEND OF MINE PREACHED A SﬁRMON
™ SOME YEARS AGO ENTITLED

THE OPENING PARAGRAPH READS AS FOLLOWS:
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”

“"WE ARE WITNESSING, IN THIS 20TH CENTURY,
THE COLLAPSE OF CIVILIZATION, IT IS
OBVIOUS THAT WE ARE _ADVANCING TOWARD THE
END OF THE WORLD, SCIENCE CAN OFFER_NQ
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE BLESSING AND SECURITY
OF HUMANITY, BUT INSTEAD IT HAS PRODUCED
DEVASTATING AND DEADLY RESULTS WHICH
HREATEN TO LEAD US TOWARD A NEW DARK AGE,
HE FRIGHTFUL UPRISING AMONG RACES, THE
UNBELIEVABLE CONQUESTS OF COMMUNISM,
THE GROWING ANTI-RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, ALL SPTLL OUT THE
FACT THAT DOOM IS CERTAIN., [ SEE _NO
BRIGHT PROSPECTS, THROUGH THE EFFORTS_OF
MAN, FOR EARTH AND ITS INHABITANTS., |
' _OF _HOPE SHINES THROUGH THE MURKY )
DARKNESS OF THE PRESENT WORLD CONDITIONS,...
Y FRIEND HOLDS UP THE SECOND COMING OF
~ﬂ$§us CHRIST AS OUR SURE AND BLESSED HOPE.,
(

1Tus 2:11-14, 1 Joun 1:1-3, I Peter 1:3,
COLOSSTANS 1:27) By CONTRAST, EPH. 2:12

DESCRIBES THE CONDITION OF THE UNSAVED AS
HAVING “NO HOPE,

We LIKE_SIMEON HAVE A ‘CONFIDENT -
EXPECTATION OF SOMETHING- GOOD COMING-*TG.
EARTH. IN THE FUTURE AND THAT SOMETHING

"]gfINDEED SOMEONE AND HIS COMING. TO EARTH
AGAIN,

[T, SIMEON WAS HOLDIWG THE PERSON WHO
WOULD ENABLE MEW4 TO DEAL WITH THE
PROBLEM OF DEATH -- vErses 26-29

NO PERSON IS READY TO DIE UNTIL HE
HAS SEEN JESUS!

IT Is ESTIMATED THAT BETWEEN 60 AND 70-
MILLION PEOPLE DIE EACH YEAR ON EARTH,
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OF THESE ARE IN ASIA, QNE-SIXTH
, ONE=TENTH IN AFRICA, 75
ONE-TWELFTH IN THE YESTERN HEMISPHERE.

- <TW0o_PEGPLE DIE -EVERY SECOND, BY CONTRAST,
THREE ARE BORN-EVERY SECOND, BIRTHS
NUMBERING BETWEEN ONE HUNDRED AND

ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN MILLION ANNUALLY.,

DEETR 1S NOT A SUBJECT WE DWELL UPON;
AND RIGHTFULLY SO, BECAUSE THE IBLE
NOT A BOOK OF DEATH, BUT OF LIFE., I|HE
HEALTHY PERSON WANTS TO LIVE BOTH PHYSICALLY
AND SPIRITUALLY, YEL. IT IS A FACT THAT
THE OLD #USF DIE AND THE YOUNG MAY.

THE COMMENTATORS BELIEVE THAT SIMEON ,
AS PROBABLY AN OLD MAN AND_HAVING SE
SUS HE-WAS-THEN.READY..T |HE=££

WE MUST FACT IS DEAT % [ CorIN 1§§26)
JE, LIKE SIMEON, ARE NOT AFRAID OF THIS

GREAT, MYSTERIO NE_KNOWS
CHRIST ?JOHN ggﬁﬂ ﬁEBREWS 2: T ?451
Joun 11:25, PHILiPpIANS 1:20)

y . I. PACKER) REMINDS HIS READERS:
Z"ALL AGES AND CULTURES HAVE FOUND THE .

THOUGHT OF DEATH IRﬁgMAIlC' IT SHOCKS,
UPSETS, UNNERVES., LL THE WORLD OVER,

PEOPLE ARE_EMBARASSER AND JLED IF_YOU
FALK TO THEM ABOUT DYING. RYWHERE, THE
EXPERIENCE OF BEREAVEMENT, OR THE DEATH OF
A FRIEND, SHAKES,. PEOPLE TO THE CORE;
EMERYWHERE THE EXPECTATION OF DYING CASTS
INVALIDS INTO APATHETIC DESPAIR. [HAT IS
WHY OUR DOCTQRS AND HOSPITAL STAFFS, OFTEN
CRUELLY, TRY TO HIDE FROM THE DYING THEIR
\QEAL CONDITION,"
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Y, YOU AND | MARCH TOWARD DEATH AND
EVENTUALLY ITS SHADOW WILL CAST ITSELF
OMER-OUR.LIVES, SOME MAY SHRUG IT OFF,

) SOME MAY .REACT VIOLENTLY, SOME ARE ENRAGED,
BUT WHATEVER OUR ATTITUDE IT DOES NQT CHANGE
THE FACT THAT-MEN-MUST -DIE AND. LIFE"S .MOST.
IMPORTANT DECISION IS TO PREPARE FOR THAT
'ﬁNEVITABLEHHﬂHB. UNLESS ONE KNOWS
ESUS CHRIST HE DOES NOT KNOW HOW TO DEAL

WITH THE SUBJECT ANQ IS NOT READY TO DI
SIMEON WAS READY. W{RELATE CONVERSATION .3
éiﬁITH OWARD UG96N REGARDING,JHi&Q§,EERlQD;
BECAUSE OF THE YEARS ALREADY,..,
\T
__IHERE 1S A SENSE, IN THE WORDS OF
¢GEORGE WHITEFIELD,> IN WHIGH-MAN—LS IMMORTAL
UNTTIL HIS WORK IS-DONE- BUT HE SHOULD
LIVE EACH DAY AS IF IT WERE HIS LAST AND.
SEEK TO LIVE LIFE TO ITS FULLEST AND TO _

«» _THE GLORY OF 40D, THAT WHENEVER THE LORD
CALLS WE ARE READY,

ITT, SIMEOW WAS HOLDING THE PERSON WHO

WORSHIP -- vERSE 27

THE CHRISTMAS SCENE IS FILLED WITH
JORSHIPPERS, THE SHEPHERDS, THE WISE MEN,
AND THE éﬂﬁEﬁS.FROM HEAVEN ‘ALL. WORSHIPPED
JESYS., OSIMEON LIVED IN JERUSALEM AT A TIME
WHEN TEMPLE ATTENDANCE WAS LOW. MANY
PEOPLE HAD ABANDONED THE HOUSE OF (GOD AND
THERE WAS LITTLE LEFT BUT BLIND LOYALTY
~RITUAL AND RELIGIOUS RITES. |HE WORD
ébRSH. SUGGESTS "THE ADORING CONTEEELAquy
QF _GOD AS HE WAS REVEALED IN JEsus CHRIST,

==




THE oLD ENGLLSH FORM OF THE WORD CARRIES
~. THE IDEA OF "WORTH=SHLP- OR ASCRIBING
f WORTHINESS TO SOMEONE.,  THE-ASCRIPTION.OF
PRATSE-TO-GOD FOR WHAT HE 1S WITH A SPIRLT
OF ERENCE ON OUR PART IS THE ESSENSE
. OF WORSHIP,

THE WORD ASCRIPTION -- WE WORSHIP THE
LORD WHEN wEeﬁﬁcﬂlgﬁnyENEaA?Lou AND” ADORATION-
~T0 ISHNAME4 E WOﬁSHIP GOD WHEN WE
THANK HIM FOR WHAT HE IS AS WELL AS WHAT
HE DOES. -MUCH OF WHAT WE_CAL| WORSHIP
TODAY IS SIMPLY_RELIGIOUS GATHERING AND
ACTIVIEY TO SATISFY THE LONGINGS OF TFHE
FLESH. RA{HER THAN THE PROMPTINGS OF THE
SPIRIT. IN MY OPINION, NOWHERE DO WE
REFLECT THE POVERTY OF OUR OWN SPIRITUAL
BARRENNESS THAN OUR LACK OF WOREHIP IN
™ SIC JAND_STUDY.OF THE WORD OF (oD,

THE POET HAS SAID IT WELL, AS FOLLOWS:

ISOME GO TO CHURCH JUST FOR A WALK,
SOME GO THERE TO +AUGH AND TALK;
SOME GO THERE TO GAIN A LOVER,
SOME GO THERE THEIR FAULTS TO COVER,

SOME GO THERE FOR QBSERVATION,
SOME GO THERE FOR -SPECULATION,

SOME GO THERE TO SLEEP AND NOD

" BUT FEW GO THERE TO WORSHIP Gop!

l
SIMEON WAS A WORSHIPPER ABOVE ALL ELSE!

IV. SIMEON WAS HOLDIWG THE PERSON 1HO WAS
THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD -- verse 30

THE PHRASE ” /ATION" CONTINUES
THE IDEA OF MATTHEN 1i21 AND JESOS AS

OF THE WORLD,




R SUGGESTS.. THERE IS
SAV-ING | MEN ARE NOT
. (1 158

, THEN THEY NEED
SWLLY o RESCUE SOMEONE WHO IS NOT IN

DA GEﬁ ~THE TERM SAVIOR MEANS
lg;AT ESUS IS A KIVD OF .SPIRITUAL

NTA (CLAUS, A.RELIGIOUS LEADER, .A MORAL

~AND_SPIRITUAL EXAMPLE, 0D _MAN, OR
PERHAPS A MYTH OR _FABLE. SIMEON REMINDS
US THAT SALVATION bs IN A<RERSON AND NOT

A PROGRAM., (AcTs 4:12)

AccorpiNG TO VERSE(34) FACED WITH THIS
FACT SOME MEN WOULD.FALE AND OTHERS WOULD
¢ . SOME OF THE MEN WHO FELL BECAUSE OF

ESUS WERE: JuDAs, H , PLLATE., SOME

EN WHO ROSE BECAUSE OF HIM WERE:
TEB SAUL, THIEF ON THE CROSS. THE POINT
™ OF THI PASSAGE IS THERE 1S _NQ MJDDLE- GROUND
M | G, SIMEQN'S NAME
MEANS oNE_mH HEARS.,  SIMEON'S EARS WERE
OPEN TO THE&!%L%EKQEﬂQQD- [ AM SURE IN
THAT TEMPLE ON THAT PARTICULAR DAY, THERE
WERE MANY RELIGIOUS, WEALTHY, BRILLIANT
AND CLEVER PEOPLE IN JERUSALEM, BUT IT
WAS-S IMEON-AEIuyEn_To THE VOICE-OF (GOD -AND
EYES- TO SEE (OD"S SALVATION IN THE MOST
UN:PKELY PLACE -- A BABY IN HIS MOTHER'S
ARMS !

THAE CHILDEV%NTUALLY DIED AT A PLACE
CALLED LALVARY., (THERE IS AN .ARQCRYPHAL
TOLD OF AN IMAGINARY SCENE IN HEAVEN,
T PICTURED GOD CALLING THE AMGELS TOGETHER
. AT THAT TIME,
VARIOUS IDEAS WERE TALKED ABOUT TO REDEEM
FALLEN MAN.CIQNE ANGEL SUGGESTED THAT HE GO
TO EARTH, LIVE A LIFE OF TRUTH AND_-LOVE
AMONG MEN AND THUS GI HEM AN_EXAMBLE FOR
00D AND NOT FOR EVIL NOTHER ANGEL
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SUGGESTED THAT HE GO TO EARTH AND TEACH MEN
THE TRUTH TO FILL THEIR MINDS WITH THE
RIGHT PRECEPTS IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT ‘
KNOW HOW TO LIVE. A THIRD ANGEL PROPOSED~=
ANOTHER IDEA SIMILAR TO THE PREVIOUS TWO.

F LE D

M _THAT
SUCH-SCHEMES-WOULD NEVER WORK. HERE _WAS

A LONG SILENCE AND FINALLY GO :
WAS HEARD TO SAY: "FATHER, | WILL GO

DOWN TO EARTH, TAKE THE FORM_OF A MAN,

QFEER MYSELF -ON-FHE-CROSS,SHED-MY_BLOOD

EOR-MAN-—S—REDEMPTION—HN—ORDER-TO _BECOME
1S GOD RESPQNDED WITH

. To T
A HEARTY QEEEJ -- HIS ETERNAL §0N ALONE

HAD THE QEILiII AND CAPACITY TO DEAL WITH
MAN'S_SLN. HE STORY IS IMAGIMARY BUT THE

TRUTH IS REAL.




RoBERT K. SPRADLING DEceMBER 22, 1985
EVENING

CHRISTMAS IN THE KEY OF “G"

CHRISTMAS MUSIC IS VERY SPECIAL. TASTES
RANGE FROM HANDEL'S MESSIAH AND THE
HALLELUJAH CHORUS TO POPULAR SONGS BY
Como, CRosBY AND AuTRY. (RELATE STORY OF
RupoLPH THE RED. ALS0, Amy GRANT.)

[. THE GENERATION OR~ GENEALUGY MATT., 1:1

THE GOSPELS RECORD tun.ﬁauﬁéngigs oF CHRIST'S
ICIFE. ONE 1S Mary's, LUKE A AND GIVES
HRIST'S B LINE TO ADAM. g%éggg,s

GENEALOGY IS EHRIST S LINE BACK T0O

DAVID AND ESTABLISHES CHRIST TO THE THRONE

OF DAVID OR THE KINGSHIP. UNE SHOULD KEEP

IN MIND THAT THE THREE GROUPS OF FOURTEEN

GENERATIONS DOES NOT INCLUDE EVERYONE IN

THE GENEALOGY, ONLY TO KEEP THE LINE STRAIGHT.

ALSO, THE GROUPS WERE FOR MEMORY PURPOSES,

THE SUMMATION OF THE GENEALOGY IS THAT NO

JEW ALIVE HAS RECORD OF HIS LEGAL FAMILY

TREE OR GENEALOGY FOR ALL RECORDS WERE

DESTROYED IN 70 A.D. WHEN THE TEMPLE WAS

LEVELED., JESUS CHRIST IS THE ONLY JEW WHO

CAN PROVE His RIGHT TOo DAVID'S THRONE!

THAT HISTORICAL RECORD HAS BEEN PRESERVED
IN THE BIBLE

II. THE GIFE - MATTHEW 2:11

IF EVER MEN HAD OCCASION AND OPPORTUNITY
TO WORSHIP MARY AND ESTABLISH A PATTERN FOR
FUTURE GENERATIONS IT WAS HERE., HOWEVER,




._2_

1. GoLD - THIS IS THE METAL OF KINGS.
MATTHEW IS THE GOSPEL _OF THE KING. IT SPEAKS
oF MeEssiAH’s DIETY. (DANIEL 2)

2. FRANKINCENSE - A GIFT FOR PRIESTS.
FRANKINCENSE IS A SWEET PERFUME USED IN
TEMPLE SERVICE INVOLVING SACRIFICE AND
WORSHIP. AS OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST, IT IS
CHRIST WHO MAKES IT POSSIBLE TO HAVE ACCESS
102§0D IN AN ACCEPTABLE FASHION. (RoMmANS 5:

3. MYRHH - A SPICE USED TO EMBALM DEAD
BODIES, IT WAS A PROPHETIC PORTRAIT OF THE
SIGNIFICANCE _OF CHRIST'S LIFE AND ESPECIALLY
His DEATH. THESE MEN BELIEVED CHRIST TO BE
WORTHY OF GIFTS AND WORSHIP AND THEREFORE
GAVE HIM THE FINEST OR BEST AVAILABLE.

[T HAS ALWAYS BEEN TRUE, THAT GENUINE WORSHIP
GIVES QUR BEST TO Gop. BY CONTRAST, IN
[SRAEL'S BACK-SLIDDEN AND SPIRITUAL POVERTY,
THEY ATTEMPTED TO OFFER THE POOREST SACRIFICES
TO GOD AND NOT THE BEST.

[IT. THE GARMENTS - Luke 2:7 & 12

SWADDLING CLOTHES WERE USUALLY MADE UP OF

A SQUARE=OF CLOIH WITH LONG BANDAGE-LIKE
STRIPS TIED DIAGONALLY FROM ONE CORNER

AND THEN WRAPPED AROUND THE SQUARE MUCH LIKE
A BANDAGE. |HESE GARMENTS OR CLOTHES SPOKE
OF OUR LORD'S HUMILIATION AND .ROVERELY. HE
LAID ASIDE HIS_ROYAL AR S TO COME TO
EARTH. (LI CoRS-8%9Y*“HE WORE THESE GARMENTS
THAT YOU AND 1 MIGHT BE PROPERLY CLOTHED IN
THE RIGHTEQUSNESS OF CHRIST (ISAIAH bl:b,
[satAH 61:10, ReveLATIioN 19:8, 14) SoMEONE
HAS SUGGESTED THAT THERE ARE ONLY THREE TYPES
OF GARMENTS WHICH MEN WEAR.




(1) Fie LEAVES - THIS SPEAKS OF UNRIGHTEOUS-
NESS.,

(2) FiLtHY RAcs - THIS SPEAKS OF SELF-
RIGHTEOUSNESS.,

(3) FiINe LINEN - THIS SPEAKS OF HIs
RIGHTEOUSNESS.

IV, THE GLORY - Luke 2:9\13-/#

MEN TEND TO GLORIE
UPON THOSE WHO AR

PRAISE IS PILED

0! T, “ﬁﬂﬁéﬁﬁ' AND

ii..iuiinE EN ENJOY THE TDEA OF RIAL-

IZING THEIR NAMES IN IN S, BUILDINGS,
iHE E%%EE

;ﬁ%@ﬁﬁ, AND SO FORTH. SPEAKS™0OF
G G HONOR TO WHOM IS DUE BUT WHEN

IT COMES TO GLORY ANDI||||IIP, THAT ALONE
BELONGS TO GoD. THE PHRASE, GLORY TO GoD,
SOMETIMES SOUNDS LIKE THE LANGUAGE OF
FANATICS KNOWN AS SNAKE HANDLERS AND HOLY
ROLLERS.  IHE UTTERANCE OF THIS PHRASE IS
OFTEN MET WITH COLD.S. OR A COLD STARE -
EVEN IN CHURCH. THE W GLORY IS TH

GREEK DOXA FROM WHICH WE GET OUR
DOXOLOGY. MANY PEOPLE SING THE (L
SUNDAY WITHOUT RECOGNIZING THE PURPOSE
QF THE SONG WHICH IS TO SING THE WORTH OF
Gop’s PRAISE. IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, Gobp's
GLORY WAS SEEN IN PLACES LIKE THE TABERNACLE
OR TEMPLE., e GlORY O FmGHRESTMAS, IF

SUCH A PHRASE 1S PERMISSIBLE, IS THAT MEN

. RECOGNIZE THE MAJESTY AND MORAL WORTH OF GoD
AND GIVE HIM THE PRAISE THAT IS DUE HIS
NAME .
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V. THE GRACE - Joun 1:17

GRACE IS THE EXPRESSION OF GOD'S GREAT
GENEROSITY TOWARD MANKIND, [T IS KINDNESS
THAT 1S USUALLY UNSOUGHT AND MOST SURELY
UNDESERVED. G(OD’'S GRACE IS EXTENDED TO MAN
NOT BECAUSE MAN IS GOOD BUT BECAUSE (oD

IS GOOD. I|HAT GRACE HAS_BEEN PERSONIFIED IN
A PERSON. (T1Tus 2:11-13)

VI, THE GOVERNMENT - Isarax 9:6

THIS IS A WELL-KNOWN VERSE DEALING WITH THE
FIRST COMING OF CHRIST. HOWEVER, ANOTHER
SIGNIFICANT BIBLICAL FACT IS OFTEN OVER-
LOOKED AND THAT IS MESSIAH'S FUTURE COMING
GLORY AND GOVERNMENT ON EARTH. [SAIAH WAS
AN ABLE EXPONENT OF THIS BIBLICAL FACT.

(1) IsaiaH 2:2-4

IN THIS PASSAGE THERE IS A DISTINCTION
BETWEEN THE CHURCH AND ISRAEL. THE LAST
DAYS OF THIS PASSAGE REFER TO DANIEL'S

/0TH WEEK. THE WORD TOP REFERS TO

SUPREMACY OR SUPERIORITY AND THE WORD FLOW
REFERS TO THE MAGNETIC ATTRACTION OF MESSIAH
AND HIS KINGDOM TO THE OTHER GENTILE NATIONS
OF THE WORLD. HIS REIGN OR RULE WILL BE ONE
OF UNIVERSAL PEACE.

(2) IsaiaH 11:2-9

THIS 1S A MILLENNIAL PASSAGE. A PARALLEL
PASSAGE OFTEN MISUNDERSTOOD IS JOEL 2:28FF.
THE PASSAGE IN JOEL SAYS NOTHING ABOUT
SPEAKING IN TONGUES. ALL SUCH DELUSIONS
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ARE DRAWN FROM PETER'S QUOTATION OF THE
PASSAGE IN AcTs 2:16FF. PENTECOST WAS A
PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF JOEL 2 BUT THE FINAL
AND FULL FULFILLMENT AWAITS MESSIAH'S
MILLENNIUM. JOEL STATES THAT THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF THE KINGDOM WILL BRING SALVATION AND
JOY, IN FACT, THE KINGDOM AGE WILL MANIFEST
CHRIST'S GRACE AND GLORY TOGETHER AND THE
SPIRIT OF GRACE WHICH CHARACTERIZES THE
CHURCH WILL ALSO CHARACTERIZE THE KINGDOM,
WE SING ABOUT GOING TO HEAVEN BUT OUR
PARTICIPATION IN KINGDOM BLESSINGS AS THE
BRIDEGROOM'S BRIDE IS SOMETHING OFTEN OVER-
LOOKED AND UNDERSTATED.

CONCLUSION: THIS IS A VERY WONDERFUL
CHRISTMAS SONG IN A KEY EASY TO UNDERSTAND
AND SING.




ROBERT K. SPRADLIIIG JECHBER 19, 1932
AM,

A PROPHETESS AD CHRISTIAS

Luke 2:36-33
-
_THE TERM RROPHETESS APPEARS TWO.T IN THE
NEW TESTAMENT, HERE AND IN REVELATION 2:20,
éﬁ@ms GIVEN THIS TITLE BY Luke, € ) WAS A
I0US LEADER WHO TOOK TITLE BY

HER QN ASSUMPTION: (‘1. ttmae \ Prismbliaa\ ( baZa)

THE TEXT, IN REVELATION SAYS “HHICH CALLED HERSELF
A PROPHETESS,” BARNHOUSE SAYS SHE WAS _;]w_
OUS QUEEN, A PROPHETESS NEVER." [HE FACT THAT
M@’“ REFERRED TO HERSELF BY SUCH A TITLE DID
~NOT-MAKE-IT-S0, [ WAS SURPRISED TO DISCOVER THAT
THE WORD_PROPHETESS DOES NOT APPEAR IN_EITHER
Bak OLOGICAL DICTIONARY OR THE DIC
QF | S OLOGY, EVER, ISBE CONTAINED
> ONE SMALL ARTICLE POINTING OUT THAT WOMEN IN THE
WERE_NOT EXCLUDED. FROM THE EROPI;[EI_IC
OFFICE, APPARENTLY THEY GAVE FEW OF THE SEER’S
INSIGHTS INTO THE FUTURE BUT THEIR POETIC SP
.WAS_CONSIDERED TO BE OF PROPHETIC-NATURE,

"1Rr1AM,CDEBORAM, HULDAH ARE AMONG THE OLD
LJAE DEBORAN, | EEH)

TESTAMENT opbus 15:29,

Jupces 4:4, 11 RinGs 22:14) ﬁﬁmmmw@
ANYWHERE EESE IN-THE BIBLE. HER STORY SEEMS TO BE

SAD ON THE SURFACE BUT IN SPITE OF%}E%E}X_
HE TURNED HER LIFE INTO NEANj.NG.EU SERVIC D,
HAT DAY IN THE TEMPLE, WHEN JESUS WAS BROUGHT AS

A BABY BY HIS PARENTS, HE WAS RECOGNIZED BY ONLY

- IWO_PEO L.E“ANOL.DI‘{BNANDANOLDWOMAN

S —

«™ I, AGA: A WOMAN WITH A BIBLICAL HERITAGE
VERSE 36

THE WORD ANNA MEANS THE WORD ASHER
MEANS MEE)EEQIEWL%L,ESSED HE WO \UEL IS THE
HEBREW WORD.PENUEL ALSO PENIEL. ALL OF THESE TERMS
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ESTABLISH THE FACE THAT /ANNA WAS ASJEW WITH PROPER

{_mu%, OR.GENEQLOGY..AND IT WAS UP TO DATE,
o~ |HESE TERMS SUGGEST A LONG.HISTORY QF EXPERIENCE
IN-THE-THINGS OF bOD, "WEE{GIOUS THINGS' WERE

_JMPORTANT IN Awaaxﬂmu UNDERSTAND THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE GRACE OF (GOD IN REDEEMING ANY HUMAN BEING.
HOWEVER, THERE IS_ANOTHER SIDE WHICH NEEDS TO BE
EMPHASIZED FROM TIME TO TIME AND THAT IS FOLLOWING GOOD
BIBLICAL FAMILY TRAITS

. JHAT-LS, (IF)YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY ARE_SAVED AND INVOLVED IN THINGS OF
HAVE NO_INTEREST IN THE THINGS OF THE LORD, SoME

YEARS AGO A SOCIOLOGLCAL STUDY WAS DONE WITH
REFERENCE TQ THEQJUKES FAMILY WHO LIVED IN UPSTATE
HEW YORK, THE FAMILY TREE WAS CONSPICUQUS WITH ITS

RECORD OF PQVERTY, INSANITY, PROSTITUTION, D&U_%K&ﬁs
AND IMBECILITY. A TOTAL OF 1,200 DESCENDANTS ¥
TRACED THROUGH THE FAMILY TREE, DONE
/™ | AWAY WITH THEMSELVES, WERE PROFESSIONAL PAUPERS,

CONVICTED_CRIMINALS, 60 HABITUAL THIEVES AND
PICKPOCKETS, _/_MURDERERS WHILE OUT OF THE ENTIRE
NUMBER,

-jﬁﬂ-RNED-A.IRADF_ﬂHJJ.E_LN_EBmQU-I EN CONTRAST TO THE
UKES FAMILY, SOMEONE TRACED THE FAMILY OF

THE

AND YOU GUESSED IT -- COLLEGE PRESIDENTS,
, ATTORNEYS, DOCTQRS, EDUCATORS, CLERGYMEN
+ELLLED THAT FAMILY TREE!) (RELATE EXPERIENCE OF

HAVING_GROOM LOOK AT HIS MOTHER-IN-LAW -- STRONGER
TIES AND ASSOCIATION THAN MOST LIKE TO BELIEVE),
G

II. ANNA: A WO'W! OF GREAT AGE AND GREAT HOPE
VErRSE 36, 33

& THE TEXT SAYS SHE WAS "VERY OLD, OR ADVANCED
wdbMANY.DAYS, " ONE IS NOT SURPRISED TO DISCOVER THERE
IS A.DIEFERENCE OF OPINION CONCERNING HER AGE,
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[T_IS NOT_UNUSUAL FOR ,THERE TO BE CONSIDERABLE
A-WOMAN'S AGE! CCOMMENT REGARDING

-MYSTERY ABOUT A“WOMAN'":
N l_f)\IIFE WHO DO RE IF PEOPLE KNOW SHE IS 30
EVELOPED w N HQW IO, LIVE IO BE VERY .OLD.
IN ORDER TO ACCOMPLISH THTS DNE MISTBE & —— ~—
COMPLAINING, MARRIED WOMAN DOES NOT DRINK
ALCOHOLIC DRINKS OR SMOKE, . I'ARRIED
WOMEN LIVE LONGER THAN SINGLE WOMEN AND WIVES OUTLIVE
THEIR_HUSBANDS. WIDOWS OUTNUMBER WIDOWERS ALMOST
T0 HE CHANCES AR THAT A WIFE wu_%
SURVIVE HER HUSBAND-LF THE SAME AGE, T
IS ONLY WHEN THE HUSBAND EARS_YOUNGER THA
THE WIFE THAT MIS CHANCES FOR SURVIVAL ARE THE SAME.
THERE 1S SOME MEDICAL SURVEY EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THE
IDEA THAT GHRONIC-COMPLAINERS LIVE LONGER THAN
PEOPLE WHO ARE SWEET AND NICE. [|HE REPORT CLAIMS

THAT A _Q&E{AMSEBQU_S_QEM GIVES PEOPLE A-PURPOSE.-FOR
IVING, CH MORNING THEY GET UP_WI FRES
> CHRALLENGE-TO-SEE HOW- MANY THINGS “THEY -CAN GRUMBLE

ABOUT AND-HOW MUCH. SATISFACTION- THEY CAN E%om
FROM-MAKING OTHER -PEOPLE S L-IVES MISERABLE: E WAG
SUGGESTED THAT HE DOUBTED THE VALIDITY OF THIS
REPORT, IN OTHER WORDS THAT COMPLAINERS ACTUALLY
OUTLIVE THOSE WHO DON'T. IT WAS JUST THAT THEY
"SEEMER' TO BE ARQUND SO LONG. IEDICAL REPORTS SHOW
THAT A PER , WHO HAS NEVER SMOKED

LIVE. S LONGE_'IHAN A PACK~A-DAY SMOKER,
orgg]% ONGER THAN A TWO-PACK-A-DAY SMOKER,

ISTICS REVEAL PEOPLE WHO DO NOT DRINK

ALCOHOL TEND TO LIVE LONGER THAN THOSE WHO DO, HENCE,
THE WAY TO LIVE A LONG LIFE, IS TO BE A MARRIED
WOMAN WHO COMPLAINS ABOUT EVERYTHING BUT DOES NOT
SMOKE OR DRINK!)

BACK TO ANNA == SHE WAS MARRIED AND LIVED WITH HER

~ msm\miwags. THAT POINT IS CLEAR, IHHAT IS NOT [~
CLEAR"TS WHETHER SHE HAD BEEN YEARS OR--
THAT SHE HAD NOW REACHED T OF off —= T"PREFER THE
LATTER OF THE TWO IDEAS, @)
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SOMEONE HAS, WELL SAID LIFE IS NOT_EINISHED
UNFIL—IT-ENDS. |ANY PEOPLE ARE-AERALDJ%,,GBQN_
EQR-THEY_VIEW ADVANCED AGE AS A TIME OF

) HEALTH, STRENGTH WITH E8S AND EIMITATIONS
IMPOSED UPON THEIR LIVES, HAPPY IS THE PERSON WHO

GROWS QLD WITHOUT GROWING COLD. HAPPY IS THE PERSON
CHOOSES TO WEAR_QUT AND NOT-RUSI.OQUT FOR (oD,

ECENTLY WE DTD_@JY NING
SERVICE ENTITLED N |
JAVID WAS DETERMINED TO WEAR OUT FOR GOD., [0 LIVE

HAS LIFB=EVERY.DAY, UNTIL HE WENT TO BE WITH THE LORD,)
PPY IS THE PERSON WHO IN GROWING OLD DOES_NQI_.QULT,
OLD AGE IS NOT WITHOUT DIFFICULTIES, AS IS

OTHER STAGE OF LIFE, BUT IT MAY BE A_VERY BLESSED

AND OP. TO_SERVE 50D, THERE 1S ALMOST
NOTHING WORSE THAN A CRANKY, BITTER OLD PERSON WHO
MOANS ABOUT EVERYTHING IN LIFE INCLUDING HEALTH,
NEGLIGENT FAMILY MEMBERS, MONEY, AND THE WORLD IN
GENERAL, IHEY AFFLICT ALMOST EVERYONE WHO GETS

.~ NEAR THEM, DBY CONTRAST THERE IS SWEETER THAN
A-GODLY-AGED- PERSON-WHO HAS- LEARNED. TO. TRUST (0D EARLY
IN-LIFE -AND- CONTINUES TO DO SO IN THE TWILIGHT OF LIFE,

WAS ONE OF THOSE DELIGHTFUL PERSONS WHOSE
ADVANCED YEARS WERE A BLESSING TO ALL WHO KNEW HER,
DURBANVILLE REMINDS HIS READERS THAT ONE'S AGE IS
OFTEN REFLECTED IN HIS MENTAL ATTITUDE. HE
ENCOURAGES HIS READERS TO TAKE CARE OF MIND AS WELL
AS BODY, (NE-OF-THE-MOST-IMPORTANT THINGS FOR ELDERLY
PEOPLE—TO DO IS TO CULTIVATE A GHEERFUL SPIRIT;
yﬁwﬁmm PESSIMISM TO GAIN THE UPPER - -HAND,

UP YOUR MIND THAT YOU ARE GOING TO HAVE AN
OPTIMISTIC, -BUOYANF OUTLOOK ON LIFE, WHEN-THE.SUN
SHINES, LET IT SHINE-ON.YQU, (GREY DAYS WILL COME .
BUT ALWAYS BE ASSURED THAT SUNNY DAYS WILL FOLLOW,
HANG ON TO YOUR SENSE OF HUMQR WITH BOTH HANDS,

™ HE SUGGESTS THAT MOST OF THE NEUROTIC WRECKS ONE
SEES AND SOME OF THE MENTAL ONES ARE THE NATURAL
RESULT OF A MORBID %UTLOOK ON LIFE,

(COMMENT REGARDING DAD WHO ALWAYS SEEMED OLD EVEP{
HIS 30'S, COMMENT REGARDING HOWARD SUGDEN AT /5 -
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ZEALOUS, ENERGETIC -- YOUNG,)

™ IIT, AWA: A HOMAN WHO TURNED SORROW INTO SERVICE
VERSE 3/

ANNA'S Sﬂw AFTER ONLY SEVEN YEARS OF
MARRIAGE, SHE HAD LOST A LOVED ONE BUT HAD NOF
GROWN-BITTER., SOMEONE HAS SUGGESTED THAT SORROW WILL
EITHER MAKE US HARD, BLTIER, UL AND REBELLIOUS
OR IT WILL MAKE US R, SOEIEB,,_i:EORE SYMPATHETIC, AND
+HELPFUL..TO_OTHERS FTER SHE HAD LOST HER HUSBAND,
MNED HER ATTENTION TO SERVICE IN:THE HOUSE.OF
- SPIRITUAL INTERESTS.

DID NOT SINK HER BOAT,
NEITHER DID IT BEACH UPON THE SHORES OF THIS LIFE,
BuT STEADILY AND FAITHFULLY ANNA SET HER SAIL FOR
VEN AND NEVER STOPPED LOOKING IN THAT DIRECTION,
ILE CONSIDERING THIS STUDY MY MIND WANDERED OVER
15 YEARS OF S COME AND GO IN THIS
LOCAL._CHURCH. JAVE WATCHED AND SORRGW
DO TO FAMILIES. s% ~HEARTED
AMILIES WHO HAVE COME TO THIS CH§ECH AND

HAVE STRUCK THE ROCKY SHOALS OF LIFE HAVE

ALTOGETHER. [HEY NO LONGER PRETEND TO GO TO CHURCH

OR HAVE SPIRITUAL INTERESIS. wATURALLY, THEY_BLAME
OR THE CHURCH OR SOMEONE BUT NOT THEMSELVES FOR

THEIR SPIRITUAL COLLAPSE AND FAILURE -— ALLUDE

TO ROSE FAMILY,)

IV, AdiA: A WOMAY WHO SAW AlD SPOKE ABOUT JESUS

VERSE 33

™ £ 40 WERE YEARS OF DARKNESS AND

DESPAIR, SUDDENLY A_LIGHT BEGINS TO SHINE IN THE

DARK. [HAT LIGHT WAS Ilj THE PER?ON OF AN 3-DAY=OLD
ESUS AS

=BAB¥, ANNA RECOGNIZED SRAEL’S MESSIAH,
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WHAT ANNA HAD TO SAY TO HER GENERATION, AFTER LONG
. YEARS OF SPIRITUAL DARKNESS AND DEADNESS, WAS VERY

w OPLE TALK ABOUT WHAT THEY HAVE
(I Jonn 1:3)

THIS 1S AZGENERAL RULE OF LIFE» AFTER A
WE SHOW PICTURES, MOVIES, SLIDES,
TICKET-STUBS, SOUVINERS, ENFORMATIONAL mocuuassm
WE~TALK-ON-AND-ON-AND-ONa + + » IT'S THE WAY W
IMPLY TALK ABOUT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ' AND
Q uS,  (CouLD IT BE-THAT SO Few PEOPLE-TALK..

BECAUSETHEY_DQ_NOT
_TARSUS SAW SOMEONE ON THE Bmvmscus RoAp

IN A BLAZE OF GLORY LIGHT AND HE NEVER GOT OVER IT
AND HE NEVER STOPPED TALKING ABOUT IT!)

&IC]VMENT REGARD E ELEVATORNN
CHATTANOOGA —= WAS SUCH A PERSON THERE ARE
™, "SUCH PEOPLE IN THIS LOCAL CHURCH)

".
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ME TO PASS...T o
Mark 1:1-11 T

JESUS CAME INTO THE WORLD AND THE WORLD
WAS NEVER THE SAME. HE WAS BORN IN A
STABLE OF UNDISTINGUISHED PARENTS YET
HE WOULD RULE THE WORLD. IT OULD  APPEAR
THAT THERE WAS NOTHING ABOUT JESUS
PHYSICAL APPEARANCE TO CALL SPECIAL
ATTENTION TO HIMSELF, THAT IS, THERE WAS
NO HALO AROUND HIS HEAD, HE WAS SIMPLY
A MAN AMONG MEN., HE GREW FROM CHILDHOOD
TO MANHOOD IN NAZARETH APPARENTLY LEADING
AN ORDIﬁARY QUIET LIFE BUT THIS CHAPTER
BEGINS JESUS"PUBLIC MINISTRY AND THE QUIET
LIFE OF NAZARETH WAS NO MORE, JESUS
VIRGIN BIRTH WAS UNIQUE BUT MARK MAKES
NO MENTION OF THAT SPECTACULAR EVENT!
IHE GOSPEL OFLARK. WAS WRITTEN TO THE
ROMANS. RoMANS WERE "“ACTION” PEOPLE,
THEY LIVED LIFE IN THE FAST LANE. |HEY
THOUGHT OF LIFE IN TERMS OF ENERGY AND
MOVEMENT, THAT IS THEY WERE PEOPLE WHO
DID THINGS. JARK, THE EARLIEST AND THE
SHORTEST OF THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS.
(WORD SYNOPTIC MEANS TO VIEW TOGETHER,
TO LOOK AT THE LIFE OF JESUS FROM A
COMMON POINT OF VIEW. [HE WORD STRAIGHT-
WAY AND IMMEDIATELY ARE THE RDS .
SOMEONE HAS MENTIONED THAT
ROMAN NAME BUT THAT JOHN WAS HIS HEBREW
AME. WE COULD HAVE HAD TWO GOSPELS OF
OHN, A LONGER AND SHORTER VERSION!)
WHEN JESUS CAME, THERE WAS_AN AIR OF
EXPECTANCY IN THE WORLD. IHE WQRLD HAD
BEEN PREPARED FOR HIS COMING, [|HE
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JEws HAD A MESSIANIC HOPE, THE GREEKS HAD
PROVIDED THE WORLD WITH A BEAUTIFUL,

FLEXIBLE LANGUAGE AND THE ROMANS PROVIDED
ROADS AND A SYSTEM OF LAW. MEN LOOKED TO

THE SKIES AND THE FOR A
VISITATION FROM HEAVEN., RK, OMITTED THE
BIRTH AND EARLY LIFE OF JESUS AND BEGAN

IMMEDIATELY WITH HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY.
THE KEY oF MARK SPEAKS OF THAT
MINISTRY: "EOR_EVEN THE SoN oF MAN CAME
NOT TO BE MINISTERED UNTO, BUT TO MINISIER,
_AND TO GIVE HIS LIFE A RANSOM FOR MANY.
10:45) THIS VERSE TELLS US WHY HE CAME.
HERE ARE MANY WONDEﬁEggEgERSUS IN THE

BIBLE WHERE THE WORD RELATES TO
JESUS' MINISTRY:™ "] AM COME THAT THEY
MIGHT HAVE LIFE, AND THAT THEY MIGHJ HAVE
IT MORE ABUNDANTLY.” (Joun 10:10) “HE
Py CAME UNTQ HIs OWN, _ AND H{s OWN RECEIVED
Him noT.” AM NOT COME
TO CALL THE, RIGHTEOUS, BUT SINNERS TO
REPENTANCE, " Ghu:1EML£LE3) AND You
WILL NOT COME _TO ME, THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE
LIFE.N (loun 5:40)  “Come unTO ME, ALL
YE THAT LABOR AND ARE, HEAVY LADEN, AND
} WILL GIVE YOU REST.” )
‘ALL THAT THE FATHER GIVETH ME SHALL COME
TO ME; AND HIM THAEJgﬂﬂEgiS}? MEI WILL
NO WISE CAST OUT. WILL
COME AGAI ! domnN-14:3) ”No MAN iﬂMETH
UNTO THE FATHER BUT BY [E.”
JESUS CAME TO EARTH THAT MEN MIG T COME
TO HIM AND_BE SAVED AND BE WITH HIM
FOREVER. [HE.CHAPTER BEFORE US SUGGESTS

. _~EQUR BASIC IDEAS CONCERNING HIS COMING:
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[. THE PROPHETS SPOKE OF HIS COMING -
VERSES 2-3

THE SPECIFIC PROPHETS MENTIONED IN THE
TEXT ARE M%LAC?I AND IsA1AH. _(MALAcCHI 3:1,
IsataH 40:3) THE PASSAGE IN ISAIAH 1S
QUOTED FROM THAT GREAT SECTION OF THE BOOK
WHICH BEGINS A CONTINUOUS, MESSIANIC POEM
REGARDING THE 0 "By THE way,
THIS THEME IS THE THEME OF THE GOSPEL OF
MARK., [T IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE
LAST HALF OF . BEGINS WITH CHAPTER 40
AND CONCLUDES AT CHAPTER 66 AND THE VERY
HEART OF THAT MESIANNIC GOLD MINE IS
CHAPTER 53, ONE QF THE GREAT MESSIANIC
PASSAGES IN THE BIBLE! AFTER [SAIAH'S
GREAT PROPHETIC PORTION, THERE

YEARS OF PROPHECY WITH EACH PROPHET

ADDENG NEW DETAILS CONCERNING ,IHE SERVANT

SPOKE OF THE IMPACT OF
OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY AND LINKED THE OLD
AND NEW TESTAMENT TOGETHER IN HIMSELF,
ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS HE sAID: .iHEsE_A%E
THE _WORDS WHICH I SPAKE UNTO YOU, WHILE
WAS YET WITH YOU, THAT ALL THINGS MUST.
BE FULFILIED, WHICH WERE WRITTEN IN THE
LAW OF [0SES, AND IN THE PROPHETS AND h§
. (LUKE 24:4

THE O ME] WERE MEN WHO
SPOKE FOR GOD AND NOT FOR THEMSELVES.
THEY WERE IN A UNIQUE WAY GOD’S MESSENGERS.
THERE WAS A WIDE_RANGE OF MEN SUCH AS
ISAIAH THE ARISTOCRAT, JEREMIAH THE PRIEST,
AMOS THE WORKING HERDSMAN, HOSEA THE FAMILY
MAN 1ST WAS THE LAST AND
_?REAIEST OF THE ULD [ESTAMENT PROPL

HE WORD PROPHET MEANS TO BOIL.< BARCL
SUGGESTS THAT PROPHETS WERE MEN OF




2 _QUISTANDING. CHARACTERIS (1) A _SEEING
EYE. ULD [ESTAMENT PROPHETS COULD SEE WHAT
WAS GOING TO HAPPEN IN THE FUTURE.,6 THEY SAW
BEYOND THE IMMEDIATE INTO A NATION'S
DESTINY, (2) E_LL§IEN1N§_EAB. MEN ARE OFTEN
SO BUSY TALKING, DISCUSSING AND ARGUING
ABOUT CURRENT EVENTS THAT THEY HAVE NO TIME
TO LISTEN TO GoD., EVEN WHEN MEN PRAY,

THEY ARE OFTEN BUSY TELLING GOD WHAT THEY
WANT HIM TO DO. PROPHETS LISTENED TO (OD.
(3) A _COURAGEOUS VOICE. [HE PROPHET NEVER
BBOUGHT SECURITY WITH COWARDLY SILENCE,

HE SPOKE FOR (GOD WHEN FEW WERE WILLING TO
SPEAK., (4) : . |HE PROPHETS
?ERE AVAILABLE WHEN GOD NEEDED THEM.,

5) ¥ A DANGEBQus-ogguPﬁIIQN. JESus
CONDEMNED THE CITY OF ERUSA%§M OR STONING

F
THE PROPHETS. (MATTHEW 23:3 EVERY
PROPHET HAD TO BE PREPARED TQ RISK EVERYTHING
FOR GOD AND GOD'S MESSAGE. |HERE HAD BEEN

) FOR gggg,,&[m_y.%ﬂss.
qA%ACHI SPOKE OF ELIJAH'S COMING (MALACHI

6) JOHN SERVED OR FULFILLED THAT
FUNCTION OR PROPHECY, (MATTHEW 1/:9-13)

= TIST_WAS_ THE EORERUNNER OF
MESSIAH. IN THE EAST WHEN ROADS WERE IN
POOR CONDITION, A FORERUNNER WAS SENT OUT
TO PREPARE THE ROADS AND MAKE THEM FIT FOR
THE KING'S ARRIVAL. HE WAS A KIND OF
ADVANCE MAN TO PREPARE EVERYTHING FOR THE

KING'S COMING, - ﬂHﬂiﬁa .ssﬁGEWMAQPﬂ%ﬁé
READY. FOR THE -MESSIAH! THE KING OF ISRAEL

WAS DRAWING NEAR AND HIS FORERUNNER WAS
PRESENTING HIS CREDENTIALS,
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II. THE PREACHER CALLED THE NATION TOQ
REPENTANCE - Verse 4-8

THE WORD IS MENTIONED TWICE IN THESE
VERSES. ' JOHN PREACHED. THE.BAPTLSHM_OF
REPENTANCE FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS -

“VERSE 4, SOME PEOPLE STOP AT THE WORD
BAPTISM AND GET NQ FURTHER, SIN WAS PRESENT
IN THE NATION OF [SRAEL. IN ORDER TO
PREPARE SPIRITUALLY FOR MESSIAH'S KINGDOM
REPENTANCE WAS NECESSARY, THAT IS THE NATION
MUST CHANGE ITS MIND ABOUT THEIR MESSIAH

AND JOHN'S PREACHING WAS BREAKING UP THE
FALLOW GROUND OF THE NATION HERALDING

THE NECESSITY OF DEALING WITH THEIR SINS!

REPENTANCE AND EQRQLMENE&&BQRE THE PRIMARY
THOUGHTS IN THE PASSAGE, PTISM WAS_A

S&GN~OR¢$OK%N: HAT THE REPENTANCE HAD
TAKEN..PLACE! HE RELIGIOUS RITUALISTS
ALWAYS MAKE ACCEPTANCE BEFORE GOD TO BE
BASED UPON A RITE OR SOMETHING MATERIAL

OR TANGIBLE WHICH MAY BE DONE IN A RELIGIOUS
WAY TO GAIN ACCEPTANCE BEEORE GOD, HIS
IDEA IS AS oLD As CAIN. HE NATURAL MAN
WILL DO ANYTHING, GO ANYWHERE TO AVOID

GRACE AND FAITH! REPENTANCE IS A STRONG
THEME E%PEBIALLY FOR S LF RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE.

(AcTs [I PETER THERE ARE AT
LEAST THREE KINDS_OF WATE APTISM
QQETIONED IN THE BIBLE, JEWTSH,

22 JOHN' 5;~(4) CHRISTIAN.

WAS OBVIOUSLY SOMETHING_LESS THAN CHRISTIAN
FAPTISH FOR, IN AcTs 18:25 1T SAYS OF
APOLLOS: "HE SPAKE AND TAUGHT DILIGENTLY
OF THE THINGS OF THE LORD KNOWING QNLY

THE BAPTISM OF JoHN.” IN Acts 19:1-5

SOME BELIEVERS AT LCPHESUS HAD SUBMITTED
TO THE BAPTISM TO JOHN BUT UPON HEARING OF
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THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST, SUBMITTED TO
CHRISTIAN BAPTISM POINTING TO THE FACT
THAT THE TWO BAPTISMS ARE NOT THE SAME.,
THOSE MEN HAD SUBMITTED TO JOHN'S MESSAGE
AND HIS BAPTISM POINTING TO THE FACT THAT
MESSIAH WAS COMING, Now THEY SUBMITTED
To CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. WITH INCREASED
REVELATION CAME ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITY
CONCERNING THE PERSON AND WORK OF CHRIST.
| DO NOT NEED TO BELABOR THE FACT THAT
SALVATION IS IN CHRIST AND NOT IN THE

K, IN THE BLOOD AND NOT IN THE BAPTISTRY,

Wmmceaume ONE MIGHTIER
$-HIEMSELF. OF - WHOM HE WAS-NOT -WORTHY,

JOHN SPOKE OF SOMETHING WHICH JESUS COULD

DO FOR PEOPLE WHICH WATER BAPTISM COULD

NEVER DO, NAMELY, THE BAPTISM OF THE HoLY

SPIRIT! JOH? PREACHED AND PEOPLE TURNED

TO CHRIST. THIS HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE MARK

OF A GREAT PREACHER OF THE GOSPEL.,

IIT. THE PARADOX OF JESUS’ BAPTISM - Verse 9

BAPTISM HAD ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE
[OBGIVENESS, OF_SIN, WHY-WAS JESUS BAPTIZED?
I L}

ETER SAYS ﬁHE DID NO SIN - NOT EVEN
ONE TIME! ESUS" BAPTISM HAD TO DO WITH

His LQENILELLAILﬁu WITH SINFUL MEN AND His
INTRODUCTION AS ESSIAdJQeﬁdL.EEJﬁH

NATION AT THE BEGINNING OF HIS PUBLIC
MINISTRY.. UP TO THIS TIME, JESUS HAD
LIVED A QUIET, SECLUBED LIFE IN NAZARETH
BUT FROM THE DAY OF HIS BAPTISM TO HIS
CRUCIFIXION ON_CALVARY HIS LIFE WAS MERY,
VERY. RUBLEG. I[N THE COURSE OF HUMAN
HISTORY, IT HAS BEEN TRUE THAT SOLDIERS
HAVE LAID DOWN THEIR LIVES FOR KING AND
COUNTRY BUT HERE IS THE PLACﬁ WHERE THE
?ING LAID DOWN HIS LIFE FOR HIS SUBJECTS.
RoMANS 5:6-8)




IV, U G FA -
VErRSE 11

AT THE BAPTISM OF JESUS, THE MANIFESTATION
QF THE TRINITY MAY BE SEEN. OCROGGIE SAYS
[F WE CAN BUT BE ASSURED THAT GOD IS

ASED WITH US, NOTHING ELSE MATTERS.,"”
FE.PLEASES-GOD, WHAT ELSE
IS _IMPORTANE? [HE PLEASURE OF GOD IS

UNIQUELY BOUND UP IN ﬁIS BELOVED SON.
EREFORE, iT WOULD STAND TO REASON THAT

YOU AND 1 ARE-GOING-TO P S
LE WE CANNOT.IGNORE RIS SON.
WE WOULD PLEASE GOD, WE MUST R TO

ESUS CHRIST. THE THINGS THAT GIVE GOD

PLEASURE ARE BOUND UP IN-F AR S R
=_SON.OF HIS.PLEASURE. (EPHEsIANS 1:39-10)
SCRIPTURE, THERE ARE A$.LEAST THREE

N
e oL G R

E_PREACHING OF
THE CROSS - | CORINTHIANS 1:21; ) SAVING
THE LOST - GALATIANS 1:15,

HEBREWS 11:6
SAYS THAT WITHOUT FAITH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE

TO PLEASE GOD. THAT FAITH MUST REST IN

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. (COMMENT CONCERNING
MR, McCLELLEN CONCERNING THE SON OF HIS
PLEASURE - COULDN'T ASK FOR A BETTER_SON.
ALSO, REGARDING GRADUATION EXERCISE.)
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G T VE H
HeBrews 10:5-9

IN THIS CHAPTER, IT IS AS IF THE WRITER
OF HEBREWS TURNED ON THE “DIVINE_RECORDER”
AND PERMITTED HIS READERS TO_EEAR_A
ﬁggyzgsa N BETWEEN (OD THE ATHER AN?
THE SON AS RECORDED IN PSALM HE
DLALEﬁuE REVEALS HOW JESUS GAVE THANKS TO
THE FATHER FOR HIS HUMAN BODY. HE WAS
ABOﬁT TO COME INTO THE WORLD AND SPOKE
OF HIS BODgAS THE INSTRUMENT OR VEHICLE
BY WHICH WOULD SERVE_GOD AND & .
HIMSELF FOR THE SINS OF MANKIND. [IHIS
CONVERSATION TOOK PLACE BEFSRE JESUS CAME
EREFORE, WE THINK OF THE

<™ TO EARTH,
IRTH OF CHRIST AS THE-BEGINNING OF

HRISTMAS, THEN THIS CONVERSATION COULD BE
CLASSIFIED - PI&L&&&AN.HEMEJ-

R-.QF HEBREW

BLE ACCIDENT..LN
RY_BL LORD-ASTHE.
. >RIFII WHICH HAD ITS DES{GN NOT
AT CALVARY ALONE BUT IN.ETERNITY. N

THEOLOGICiL ‘TERMS, OUR SEBJECT TODAY DEALS
WITH THE ' ET US

LOOK AT FOUR BASIC QUESTIONS REGARDING

THIS SUBJECT. [|HE_WORD ARNATION DOES

NOT APPEAR IN THE BIBLE. ﬁ_A‘M‘KTTs ER

OF FACT, NEITHER DOES THE WORD .IRINITY OR
—.RAPTURE BUT THE TRUTH IS THERE NEVERTHELESS.

N
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[. WHAT DOES INCARNATION MEAN? - I Tim. 3:16

CHARLES WESLEY wWrROTE: "“VEILED IN FLESH

HE wogn-fﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁiigy LITERALLY MEANS "IN
FLESH. T REFERS "TO THAT DIVINE ACT _IN
WHICH THE SECOND PERSON OF THE TRIUNE GoOD
IS EMBODIED IN HUMAN NATURE, FLESH AND
FORM, INGARNATION HAS TO DO WITH THE
ENTRANCE OF GoD'S SONHINTO HUMAN EXISTENCE
NOT THE BEGINNING OF HIS EXISTENCE,
FOR AS GoD HE ALWAYS EXISTED, QhOHN i:i~3)
THE PATH OF TRUTH IS VERY NARROW AT THIS
POINT, FOR MAN TENDS TO.SEHMBLE WHEN DEALING

WITH_A SUBJECT SO .RROFQUND ANB—MY.STERIOUS.,
“MYTHOEOBY--SPOKE

DESCRIBING SUCH CREATURES AS THE CENTAUR -
A HALE_MAN, HALF_HORSE CREATURE o$ THE
MERMAID - HALE_WOMAN F HEREFORE,
THE IDEA OF A GOD-MAN IS GROSSLY MISUNDERSTOOD
BECAUSE THERE IS NOTHING IN MAN'S EXPERIENCE
WITH WHICH TO COMPARE., M=rxg—peowamer (HRIST,
A MEMBER OF THE GODHEAD ENTERED ONCE FOR
ALL FOREVER INTO THE HUMAN. FAMILY TO BE PART
IDENTIfIED WITH THAT EXPERIENCE ALWAYS.
SAID: "0 HUMAN MIND CAN EVER GRASP
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE OCCURRENCE_AND
CONSEQUENCES OF THE INCARNATION. [HAT A
PERSON OF THE GODHEAD SHOULD BECOME ONE OF
THE HUMAN FAMILY - THE SPHERE OF HIS OWN
CREATION - WITH A VIEW TO REMAINING IN THAT
FORM, THOUGH GLORIFIED, AND THROUGHOUT
ETERNITY MUST CONTINUE AN INSOLUBLE MYSTERY
TO THE CREATURES OF THIS WORLD.
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I, S 1 NATE BEING? - Jonn 1:14

N ﬂﬂﬁ THE LATE 1950’s, A WHITE MAN DETERMINED
/THAT IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND THE PLIGHT OF
THE BLACK IN AMERICA HE WOULD HAVE TO IDENTIEY
HIMSELF IN THEIR-EXPERIENCE. HE DARKENED
HIS SKIN THROUGH—ORAL MEDICATION, STALN

AND_E_UNLAMLIREAIMENL_AND_IRAMELEJLIHRDUGHOUT
\ THE SOUTH, HE UNDERWENT THE CRUEL—FREATMENT

MANY—BEACKS—EXPERIENGE. HE WAS NOT ALLOWED
TO RIDE IN CERTAIN VEHICLES, EAT IN CERTAIN
RESTAURANTS, STAY IN CERTAIN MOTELS. HE
COULD NOT DRINK FROM CERTAIN_WATER FOUNTAINS
OR ENTER CERTAIN RESTRQOOMS, HE WAS_CHEATED,
PE ND PERHAPS AS NO OTHER WHITE
RICA HE U GHT OF
. THIS VERSE SPEAKS OF GOD ENTER

THE HUMAN SCENE FROM HUMAN EXPERIENCE.
THAT 1S, GOD WOULD KNOW FROM THE EXPERIENTIAL
SIDE WHAT IT MEANT TO BE A MAN. HE KNEW HOW
TO SYMPATHIZE WITH MAN, SCSOMEONE HAS SAID

HE WERE EVER ARRESTED FOR STEALING
J HE HOPED THAT THE JUDGE BEFORE WHOM
| HE STOOD_HAD-B HUNGRY AT SOME TIME IN HIS
CTHE WORD) - THERE ARE SEVERAL WORDS
IN THE GREEKR LANGUAGE TRANSLATED WORD BUT
THIS PARTICULAR ONE IS A PHILOSOPHICAL ONE.
T IS USED-33]1 TIMES IN THE WEW TESTAMENT.

T IS THROUGH-WORDS_THAT ONE_EXPRESSES HILS
THINKING-ANDIT 1S ONE OF THE HIGHEST AND,

MQSI_DLSILNGULSHABLE,CHARACIggé%ééggigg
HUMAN-BEINGS. OIMPLY STATED, 1s A~
‘EHRLSIAIQ;IHE_EENHlNE'EXPRESSIC;__M_GOQ;S
._IRUIHqIQﬁMEN, IN OTHER WORDS,—HE-1S-GOD"S
M e “"_; ~TO MEN, HE 1S THE_PERFECT
! --_ [F A MAN DESIRES TO

KNow'wHAT GOD IS LIKE AND TO HAVE
_COMMUNICATION WITH HIM HE MAY DO SO THROUGH
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US CHRIST BECAUSE JEsus CHRIsT 1s Gop,

TWO PEOPLE ARE GOING TO EXCHANGgﬂig%e§
THERE MUST BE SOME INSTRUMENT OR V
QF—EXEGHANGE AND THAT INSTRUMENT IS USUALLY

OUGH WORDRS EITHER WRITIEN OR SROKEN.

MEN ARE TO GQMMUN&CAIEEHLIHEEDDJF4I~MHST

U § o — s
-—?-z-.:'m.lJ i-d-L-L.:

THE WORD MADE COULD BE BETTER TRANSLATED
BECAME. FLESH WAS THE INSTRUMENT OR SPHERE
INTO WHICH CHRIST CAME TO ACCOMPLISH OUR
REDEMPTION, |HIS TERM IS A WONDERFUL WAY
TO DESCRIBE HUMANITY AND ITS WEAKNESS AND
DEPE CE UPON OTHERS FOR LIFE. - DWEET
E&Qﬂ%%%g - THE WORD DWELT LITERALLY MEANS
CLE., IHE OLD TESTAMENT TABERNACLE
WAS_A MATERTAL=SYMBOL. Oﬁ REPRESENTATLON-.
_OF (op'’s PRESENCE WITH-MH1S PEOREE, [T WAS
PART OF ISRAEL'S LIFE DURJNG THE UNSETTLED
TRANSIENT _YEARS OF ISRAEL'S EXISTENCE. IT
WAS A TEMPORARY PROVISION, OUTWARDLY
UNATIRACTIVE BUT INWARDLY VERY .BEAUTIFUL,
[T WAS A PLACE OF WORSHIP, WHERE PRIESTS
PERFORMED THEIR MIN AND THE .SHEKINAH
GLORY DWELT. JESUS CHRIST WAS GOD DWELLING
IN THE MIDST OF HIS PEOPLE. ATHANASIUS
SAID IT WELL WHEN HE SAID: E BECAME WHAT
E WAS NOT; HE CONTINUED TO BE WHAT HE WAS.
HIS INCARNATE PERSON WAS THE
[satAHZ:14, THE WoNDERFUL CQUNSELOR AND

E AﬁAtLJlL ’ iu&%ANI

ogEﬁﬁgﬁTg’ﬁﬁLGggoEE Eﬁ HIl TPETAIEE7&‘)- !

[TI. HOW DI E INCARNATION TAKE PLACE?
Luke 1:34-35

WHEN IDENTIFYING THE WAY THE INCARNATION
TOOK PLACE THE TERMS VIRGIN BIRTH ARE USED.
THESE TWO WORDS DO NOT APPEAR IN SCRIPTURE
AND DO NOT REFER TO THE ROMAN DOCTRINE OF
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. JESUS CHRIST CAME
INTO THE WORLD THROUGH THE SAME PROCESS
€ AS EVERY OTHER MAN - HE WAS BORN. HOWEVER,
His BIRTH WAS UNIQUE, (ISAIAH /:1
MATTHEW 1:18-23) THE BIRTH OF CHﬁIST
INVOLVED ONLY ONE HUMAN PARENT - HE HAﬁ
NO BIOLOGICAL FATHER., IHAT ASPECT OF His
BIRTH WAS MIRACULOUS N NATURE AND WROUGHT
BY OLY SPIRIT. AS A MATTER OF FACT,
(BNSEEMIREMINDED THE CHURCH HUNDREDS OF YEARS

AGO THAT GOD HAD SEMERAﬁggsys O£~BRLNELNG
_PEOPLE INTO THE WORLD By DIR

CREATION WITH DAM IS

AN EXAMPLE OF THIS METHOD. iﬁ% INGLE

INDIV - A MAN ADAM FROM WHOM on TOOK

EVE, ££g$$'Two INDIVIDUALS - AN AND A

WOMAN, |HE NORMAL PROCESS. A SINGLE

,ﬁNDLMLDUAL_:“A_ﬂQMAN,- THIS IS THE WAY
~» JESUS CAME INTO THE WORLD. IHE DOCTRINE
OF THE VIRGIN BIRTH HAS BEEN A THEOLOGICAL
BATTLEGROUND FOR YEARS., IT IS INTERESTING
TO OBSERVE THAT IN THE REALM OF NATURE THE
TERM=RARTHENOSENESTS 1S KNOW? AND THE
H

PROCESS A.BLOLOGLCAL EACT. IS TERM REFERS
TO REPRODUCTION BY THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN

,uNEEBILLLZED_EEs. THAT 1S, WITHOUT
SPERMATOZOA, |HIS PROCESS HAPPENS WITH
INSECTS, ELSH, RERIILES AND CERTAIN BLRDS.
IT 1S OFTEN USE H REFERENCE TO BEES.
THERE ARE SOME@TO CONSIDER 1IN THE
WoRrRD oOF Gob, DISCLAIMED ANY P
CREATIVE RESPONSTBTLITY- FOR THE CHILD Y
WAS—GARRYING+~ HOWEVER, MARY MADE IT QUITE
CLEAR THAT SHE HAD NOT KNOWN A MAN IN A

XUAL_WAY BEFORE THE BIRTH OF CHRIST!
(Euxaaiig_ IF ONE DOES NOT ACCEPT THE
STATEMENT OF THIS BIRTH THE HQRRIBLE

_ALTERNATIVE 1S THAT-MARY.LIED AND WAS
UNFAITHFUL. TO HER ENGAGEMENT VOWS.
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[s THIS THE KIND OF WOMAN AND EXPERIENCE
THAT HAS CAPTURED THE %NTﬁREST ?F HE ENTIRE
WORLD AT CHRISTMASTIME ARDLY! ACCORDING
TO THE TERM BLESSED IS USED
CONCERNING MARY., SHE IS CALLED BLESSED
AMONG AND NOT ABOVE WOMEN, THE R

TAINTED WITH ADAM’S TRANSGRESS. N AND SIN
IS HARDLY A SAVIOUR AT ALL! THE BIBLE 1S
INACCURATE CONCERNING CHRIST'S BIRTH, THEN
WHO IS TO SAY WHAT IS TRUE AND UNTRUE,
ACCURATE. AND INACCURAIE IN OTHER PLACES?

IV, WHY IS THE INCARNATION SO IMPORTANT? -
[ PeETER 2:24, 1 PETER 3:18

THERE 1S A DISTINCT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
CHRISTMAS AND EA&IER jESUS§ BIRTH AND
IS NOT THE PRIMARY EMPHASIS OF THE BIBLE!
THE WorD oF GoD TEACH%S THAT EE_?ﬁgp IN ORDER
THAT WE MIGHT LLVE N HEBREWS 10, THE
WRITER MAKES IT VERY CLEAR THAT -ANIMAL
SACRIFICES CQULD NOT CLEANSE OR FORGIVE THE
WORSHIPER., |HERE ARE TWQ WORDS MENTIONED

WITH REF .ST'S ARRIVAL ON THIS
PLANET: SYAREA JESUS CHRIST. CAME
TO THIS E TO SAVE SINNERS. (Luke 19:10,

TiMoTHY 1: l:, HEBREW§ 2:9  MlosT PEOPLE
APPLY THE TERM "SINNER” TO THE BIG SINS
PUNISHABLE BY PRISON OR OTHER LEGAL REPRISAL®.
THAT IS TO SAY, SIN DQESN'T ABRLY TO .ME!
(RomANS 3:23 1S NOT UNDERSTOOD., PEOPLE DO
NOT SEE SIN AS A SPIRITUAL INFECTIOUS
DISEASE WHICH IF UNATTENDED WILL KILL THE
VICTIM - ETERNALLY.) JESUS CAME TO_SHARE
HIS I=EEE WITH THOSE OF US WHO ARE -RYENG.
THE_WAY OF LIFE FOR US WAS THE-WAY OF
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' (Joun 10:11 - THE GooD
gﬂEPHERD Gf@ETH HIS LIFE FOR THE SHEEP.)
(Joun 10:28) SIMPLY STATED, MAN IS A
SPIRITUAL CASUALTY. FroM ADAM"S DAY UNTIL
NOW THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GOD AND MAN IS
BASICALLY A RUINED RELATIONSHIP. [HE ONLY
WAY TO RESTORE THAT BROKEN RELATIONSHIP,
BROKEN BY SIN, IS THROUGH JEsus CHRIST.
[ HAT RESTORATION IS CALLED IN BIBLE TERMS
ORN AGAIN, CONVERSION, REGENERATION,
SAVED.,"” SOMETHING MUST BE DQNE ABQUT THE
SIN BARRIER BETWEEN MAN AND GOD, SOMEIHING
HAS BEEN DONE AND THAT NG WAS DONE
BY SOMEGNE NAMED JESUS CHRIST. RECENTLY,
| HEARD SOMEONE DESCRIBE MAN'S SPIRITUAL
PROBLEM AND DILEMMA IN MILITARY TERMS, .
ilE SAID THAT MAN IS A “SPIRITUAL P.0.4.",
HE HAS BEEN CAPTURED BY SATAN AND IS
TOTALLY UNAWARE O Y_AND

_SPIRITUAL !
Il EORINTHIANSﬁﬁfﬁ) HE GOSPEL OF ﬁﬁsus

(

CHRIST IS LIGHT TO MAN'S BLINDNESS. OWEVER,
WHEN HE HEARS THE GOSPEL HE KNOWS THAT THIS
Is Gob"S CALL OUT OF DARKNESS,

QuEsTION: WHAT DOES GOD WANT ME TO DO?

(1) BpMit YOouR NEED., (I AM A SINNER AND I
NEED TO REPENT OR LITERALLY RUN FROM MY
sins, (2) JEsus CHRIST As LorD
AND SAVIOUR, (REVELATION 3:20 - PRAYER.)
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INTRO, COMMENT REGARDING LIMITED ACQUAINTANCE
OF JWO YEARS, VISIT IN THE HOME AND CONCERN
FOR QIHERS. .H,Qu MAY (GOD COMFORT US TODAY?

I. THE COMFORT OF SCRIPTURES - Rom, 15:4

. OR_NHAISQEVER.IHINGS WERE WRITTEN _AFORETINME
MERE-WRITTEN-EOR-
PATIENCE Agngu'=
D

gAR&E WAS CRITIS

MORE RELEVANT SUBJECTS TO HIS SOPHISTICATED
CONGREGATION. SOME BELIEVEDHE SHOULD BE MORE

g+ SOCIALLY INVOLVED FROM HIS PULPIT AND TALK

., MORE ABOUT THE FINDINGS OF SCIENCE AND LESS

ABOUT THE BIBLE. TOLD THE STORY OF A.LADY
WHO AND DR. PARKER WAS ASKED TO
CB'N:DUCETH%T LEULNERAL. HEXT SUNDAY MORNING

HE STOOD IN THE PULPIT AND TOLD THE STORY OF
THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE IN THAT FAMILY, HIs

QUESTION WAS WHAT DO
LADY CONCERNING THE PROBLEM OF DEATH!
—SCIENCE SPEANR.
N TIMES LIKE THIS, | DO NOT

PRETEND m_E.x.E.L.ALu ORLUNDERSTAND THE MYSTERY OF
=_013 S PRUVT?ENTTﬂtﬂDERtTNGS'HT*ﬂ HUMANKIND.

. QUT _ ) i
OF LOD FOR YOUNG AND OLE RXD WELL THE
A AND oV () TTHEN WE ARE -
HS§L'M‘% WN WE ARE T _DETER
W'HEN ™E AR 7_39
(1)) WHEN WE ARE - : IHEN
WE ARE = PsALM 23:1-6 IT IS ONE
e , Y SIS ORI . st

4 swdl 10 pofa

\\\‘7 (S i TN AAL oo s i
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AT
THING TO LAUGH &®%8F THE BIBLE AND FAITH
IN THE UNIVERSITY CLASSROOM WHILE HEALIH IS

ARE HIGH, BUT IN LIFE'S SORROWING
%DMENIS [T IS 0 KNOW
[ THEss, 4:13-13, OR, Ib.%I‘E;;“"‘-‘

[HE COMFORT OF THE HQLY §PIRII - Acts 9:31

JUDAEA AND JALILEE AND AMARIA, AND WERE EDIF“D,

AND WAL KTN \ H AR O O ORI AND \ u

. JSEQMFORIOF THE HOLY GHOST, .vi.. JESUS PROMISED
LokSHIS DISCIPLES REOMECRRER LIKE HIMSELF, “AND
Hm) T PRAY THE TATHER AND HE SHA 0

—  NANOTHE | THAT HE MAY ABIDE WITH YOU
OREVER, EVEN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH ... .
)T _LEA _COMPO WILL COME T0 YOU.

OT_LEAV Oy ‘ S —
iﬁ?@mwﬁuﬂs oL, T T

ml' N u A 1) AHO AR
= CIRCUMC ON . HESE ONILY ARF MY FFEILLOWWORK
—ERS UINTO THE KINGDOM OF oD, WHICH HAVE BEEN
A €AMEORT UNTOQ MEM™ [HE WORD COMEORT TN TH¥S
VERSE OF CRIPTURE WAS AN DITALTERY D_JO
D RIR HE<AL T [ON-"0)] 3_,,,_ : OMM )
/) REGARDING JIARY, IMARTHA AND LAZARUS AND JESU
REQUENT VISITS TO BETHANY. €CAUE HAD ND
NE OF THE EARLY CHURCH LEADERS NAMED
WAS CALLED THE ON

!

=OR :

JODAY, ¥ OR

LOVING AND S Z NG, —FF HEL
“CANNOT DESCRTBE. By cvs s

IV,

“IF THERE BE THEREFORE ANY SOLATION 1

LF_ANY COMFOR® OF LOVE, IF ANY FELLOWSHIP, OF
THE SPIRIT, IF ANY BOWELS AND MERCIES ...

LOOK FORWARD TO THAT INEVITABLE HOUR
) o AND_YET, IF THE
ORD TAR i “f%J"f_ ENT WHICH ALL
MUST KEEP. ﬁOCTORs AND HOSPITAL STAFF,—FAMILY

" WhHaT A Fr/tnp




| FUNERAL SERVICE FOR BLANCHE ALFURD

o IF You AND I COULD HAVE CHOSEN A MOTHER,
! WE WOULD HAVE CHOSEN A WOMAN LIKE BLANCHE
| ALFORD., SHE WAS THE KIND OF WIFE AND
“MOTHER SOLOMON SPOKE OF AND EVERY FAMILY
IS_PROUD OF, [ COUNTED IT A PDIVILEGE
TO me e AMT TN - L= - e¥ \_l
TIME LIKE inl>, «autSSES WON'™

DEATH INVADES A FAMILY, p ny FECTED
NEED TO KNOW SOME THINGS . [HE
| BIBLE IS A BOOK OF ET US

MENTION FOUR TODAY o Lo abes -

| %ﬂg [. WE CAN KNOW FUR SURE THAT WE HAVE

‘ : Ky s Out
W, | ETERNAL LIFE BEFORE WE DIE - 2% 77 %0
| {t:///f- [ Joun 5:12-13 =T

-~ gHERE ARE MA@]
R

ABOUT HEAVEN,  (MENTION
B,LANCﬁs ALSO

~FHIEN OHN 5:36,

IT IS IN THE

RR.ES.ENI—'LENSE AND SUGGES
| AND NOT FUTURE

ETERNAL DESTIN rerg 7
[I. MWE CAN KNOW FOR SURE THAT GOD KEEPS (i»

US SAFE - II TiMoTHY 1:12 He s O«

Kes et —

Now)
THE WORDS KEEP AND COM
WITH GOD THAT IS IN_SA

o

P S THE PERSON fHo UNDERSTANDS THIS
gELATIONSHIP. (PHI 6, Joun 10:27)
@ STORY OF FATHER AND SON - HOLDING HANDS -
MUDDY ROAD - QUESTION: "“WHO'S HOLDING
'UHOM' . arl< #: FS -5/ i

| \ +J"
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o
ITI. WE CAN KNOW FOR SURE THAT GUD HAS A

= PLAN FOR EACH OF HIS CHILDREN -
RomaNs 8:28 "‘;',‘f;w

GOD DOES NOT Al PLAN FOR US

HE END: D INCREDIBLE TESTING
v D ADVERSITY BEFORE HE SAW THE TOTAL

7 " PICTURE OF WHAT GOD WAS DOING.. (GENESIS

““c 50:20) IT 1S NOT HOMW—LONG A PERSON bIVES

?4- ﬂ‘%
% ™

~ V. WECAN KNOW FOR SURE THAT A BELIEVER S

GOES TO BE WITH THE LORD WHEN HE DIES -

II CorINTHIANS 5:1,8 fﬁlff:i;;

THE TEXT SAYS WE KNOW. WE ARE mm,
LROPING IN THE FOG, HOPING IN THE FAC
OF IGNORANCE - THE BIBLE STATES SOME FACTS

~AND WE HAVE RESTEDWON THE
WHO NOT ONLY<WILL NOT BUT
CAN NOT LIE. [F YOU WANT TO BE SURE YOU

ARE WHERE BEamenr 1S, YOU MAY _BE SURE.

"-—..—-—-—-.-n—._-

:7‘1’-2 Al /‘_;xj e i ]
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ETERNITY IN THE HEART
EccLESIASTES 3:11

ECCLESIASTES, WRITTEN BY SOLOMON, RECORDS
THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE NATURAL MAN, "THE MAN
UNDER THE SUN.” IT Is Gop’ S_RE%&RQ_OF HOW
MAN .REASONS. GOD DOES NOT SAY THAT THE
PHILOSOPHY OF ECCLESIASTES IS_RIGHI ONLY
Aqgggage.OF WHAT THE NATURAL MAN SAYS ABOUT
LIFE., GOD IS NOT SANCTIONING WHAT SOLOMON
SAYS, HE 1S ONLY STATING HIS CONCLUSIONS.
THE SUMMATION OF THE NATURAL MAN IS SEEN IN
THE KEY WORD VANITY. WORLDLY THINGS DO NOT
SATISFY THE DEEPEST LONGINGS OF THE HEART,
GOD HAS RESERVED A PLACE IN THE HEART OF EVERY
MAN FOR HIMSELF AND NOTHING ELSE CAN OR WILL
jﬁ FULLY SATISFY THAT LONGING. ((RECAP STORY OF
GIRL INVOLVED IN AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT WHO
P RELATED TO HER FATHER THAT SHE.MAN§EDE&NWL
IKE
SOLOMON, MANY OF US HAVE SQUGHT FOR SOMETHING
TO FILL THE VOID OF LIFE, ONLY TO DISCOVER
THAT THAT WHICH IS PURSUED THE HARDEST OFTEN

. A BITTER TASTE AFTER ALL. GOD HAS A
By - ON MAN. MAN HAS A GAPACITY EOR -Gop.
S NOT TRUE OF <AMIMALS BECAUSE THEY

HAVE NO LONGING FOR OR SENSE OF RESPONSI-
BILITY TO GOD.) IHE TEXT SAYS_GOD HAS SET
ETERNITY OR FOREVER IN MAN'S HEART AND MAN

FINDS TRUE SPIRITUAL ISFACTI
FILLMENT ONLY IN HIS'REL
OD MADE MAN TO GLORIFY HIMSELF AND TO ENJOY

GOD FOREVER. IHERE IS A FEELING IN MAN'S
HEART THAT MAN AND GOD WILL SOMEHOW, SQMEWAY,
\, SOMEDAY, GET TOGETHER. AS A MATTER OF FACT,
& [ HAVE MET ANYONE WHO DID NOT WANT TO
GO ToqgﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁEBUT I HAVE MET MANY WHO WERE
NOT SURE THEY WOULD MAKE IT. [HE HOPE OF

HEAVEN IN THE HEART WAS WHAT SOLOMON HAD IN
MIND IN THIS VERSE. HEAVEN FROM THE HEBREW
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PERSPECTIVE MEANS "THE HEIGHTS.” THE GREEK
WORD MEANS THAT WHICH IS RAISED UP OR ABOVE
US. THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF AT LEAST THREE
HEAVENS: (1) ATtmosPHERIC; (2) ASTRONOMICAL;

ABODE TO GOD. LET US EXAMINE A FEW
PASSAGES WHERE HEAVEN THAT IS UNSEEN MAY BE
COMPARED TO THINGS WE HAVE SEEN:

I. HEAVEN IS COMPARED 10 A HOUSE OR A HOME -
JOHN 14:2 - (L2 Ca <./

HOUSES HAVE BEEN A HOBBY FOR MANY YEARS.

[ ENJOY BUILDING Am5—@wms®® THEM. FOR ME,
THOSE DAYS ARE OVER - BUT | CONTINUE TO LOOK
AT AND LOOK THROUGH THEM. THIS VERSE GIVES
INSIGHT INTO HEAVEN:

(A) HEAVEN 1S A PERSONAL PLACE - "My”

OUR RELATIONSHIP TO GOD IS PERSONAL AND

NOT INSTITUTIONAL. PsaALM 23:1 SPEAKS OF Gobp
AS A SONAL SHEPHERD - NOT(&) NOT y

BUT ﬁiﬁg. THE PERSON WHO HAS BEEN BORN AGAIN
KNOWS CHRIST PERSONALLY - ONE ON ONE., ANY-
THING LESS THAN A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP TO
GOD THROUGH CHRIST IS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO HiIM.

(B) HeAVveN 1s A PATERNAL PLACE - "FATHER”

I CAN REMEMBER THREE HOUSES OF MY FATHER.

1) - COAL FIELDS THAT LOOKED SO
LARGE BUT TURNED OUT TO BE RATHER SMALL.

A COMMUNITY PUMP - NO CENTRAL HEATING OR
COOLING, HEATED BY A RMRERLACE AND A KITCHEN
SFOME-— VERY POOR AND PRIMITIVE - BUT
ORDINARY AND USUAL TO THE LATE 1930’s,

(2) EK - SMALL, CRAMPED, NOT A
SINGLE CLOSET, THREE ROOMS - HARD TIME,
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(3) EAEL_QBEEﬂb“ OLD STRUCTURE - POORLY
CONSTRUCTED AND INSULATED - POORLY HEATED

AND COOLED BUT FILLED WITH FOND MEMORIES.
[T WAS THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER FOR OVER 40
YEARS BUT TODAY, THOUGH IT STANDS, IT IS NOT
THE SAME BECAUSE HE MADE IT MEANINGFUL.

HE IS WITH CHRIST AND KNOWS SOMETHING
ABOUT HIS FATHER'S HOUSE. NOW HIS INTERESTS

ARE THERE AND NOT HERE AND SO-ARE-MINE.
(C) HEAVEN IS A PRESENT PLACE -, ”Gue”
ARE ~

OUR HEAVENLY HOME IS NOT UNDER CONSTRUCTION -
IT IS READY AND WAITING, COMPLETED FOR THE
BELIEVER'S ARRIVAL. (I1 Cor. 5:8)

(D) HEAVEN IS A PEACEFUL PLACE

To THE TERM PEACEFUL WE MIGHT ADD PERMANENT
BECAUSE OF THE TERM "DWELLING PLACES, ABODES
OR RESTING PLACES. WHEN WE GET THERE, THERE
WILL BE NO MORE MOVING, NO MORE BOXES IN THE
BASEMENT, NO MORE CRAMPED OR CONFINED
QUARTERS.

(E) HEAVEN 1S A PALATIAL PLACE - "Many”

How MANY IS MANY? THIS VERSE SUGGESTS THAT
NOT ONLY WILL HEAVEN BE MAGNIFICANT BUT IT
WILL HAVE - NO RESTRAINTS.,
ALMOST EVERY KARTHLY HOUSE YOU HAVE EVER
LIVED IN HAS HAD GREAT LIMITATIONS IN SOME
WAY. WHEN WE GKT TO HEAVEN THERE WILL BE NO
AT ALL. (COMMENT REGARDING
QM SNYDER - A HOYSE OF TWELVE OR MORE
TﬁUUSﬂNTF%@UARE FEET - ALMOST TEN_TIMES THE
SIZE OF THE PLACE WHICH MY FAMILY LIVED.)
HEAVEN'S HOUSING WILN. BE ADEQUATE. (COMMENT
REGARDING EPLINGS - OYT OF FooD. NOT TRUE
IN HEAVEN.) ;
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[T. HEAVEN IS COMPARED TO A PARK OR GARDEN -
IT Cor. 12:4

THE WORD PARADISE IS USED THREE TIMES IN THE
NEw TESTAMENT. CoMPARE LUKE 23:43, Rev. 2:7.
IT WAS USED AMONG ANCIENT PERSIANS TO REFER
TO _A ROYAL OR MAGNIFICENT PARK.

PLACE OF SUPREME HAPPINESS AND PLEASURE,

JUST AS HELL IS USED TO DESCRIBE A PLACE OF
PUNISHMENT FOR THE WICKED, SO PARADISE IS

A PLACE OF COMFORT AND BLESSING. IT IS USED
TO DESCRIBE A GARDEN SUCH AS EDEN AND WAS SO
CHARACTERIZED IN THE LXX.

(A) HEAVEN OR PARADISE IS SPOKEN OF AS UP -
(AcTts 1:11).

(B) IT 1S SPOKEN OF AS BEYOND VERBAL
- DESCRIPTION - I Cor., 2:9

A PARK 1S A PLACE OF REST, RECREATION,
PICNICS, WALKING, RUNNING, PLAYING. (COMMENT
REGARDING |, J IN VANCOUVER AND
MizZNER IN FLORIDA - JUST
_AND ENJOYING THE SCENERY.) OFTEN IN SUCH
PLACES THERE ARE NO CARS, TRASH, JUST

A PLACE OF _ENJOYMENT AND_BEAUTY.

ALL_THE BEAUTIFUL PARKS "AND GARDENS ROLLED UP
INTO ONE GREAT, BEAUTIFUL, MAGNIFICENT

PLACE OF BEAUTY. IHEN WE CAN BEGIN TO
UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE THE BEAUTY OF
HEAVEN.

[1I. HEAVEN IS COMPARED T0 A CITY -
Py HeBrews 11:8-10, 13:14

ABRAHAM LEFT A CITY CALLED UR AND LOOKED FOR
ANOTHER CITY NOT ON THE PERSIAN GULF BUT IN
GLORY. HE SAW A CITY BEYOND HIS HOMETOWN
AND STARTED FOR A PLACE HE HAD NEVER SEEN
AND WHEN HE GOT THERE WAS NOT EXACTLY SURE
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WHERE HE WAS BUT HAD HIS EYE ON GOD'S ETERNAL
cITY. NO OTHER CITY IN HUMAN HISTORY IS

CALLED A CONTINUING CITY,
10-12, 21-27. 272:1-5  RELATE

DIVISIONS

OF REVELATION., COMPARE THE" “FAMILY
OF ROMANS TO THE “NO..MORE”FA VELATION.
THERE WILL NO MORE SEA, DEATH, SORROW, CRYING,
PAIN, SUN, MOON OR NIGHT. [HIS IS A HOLY

OR CELESTIAL CITY - THE LIKES OF_WHICH THE
EARTH HAS NEVER SEEN OR KNOWN. TODAY CITIES
ARE OFTEN THE CENTERS OF GREAT EVIL AS WELL

AS ENLIGHTENMENT AND EDUCATIQON - IN_THAT DAY
A_CENTER OF GREAT WORSHIP AND JOY. [HIS HOLY
CITY WILL BE THE CLIMAX OF THE AGES - THE CITY
OoF GOD FOR A REDEEMED PEQPLE, A PLACE FOR

THEM TO DWELL FOREVER. IN THIS PLACE GOD

AND MEN WILL DWELL I NEVER
TO BE SEPARATED. MAN WILL gﬁﬁgAﬁﬁfgﬁﬁfjjs

IN THAT CITY.

IV. HEAVEN IS COMPARED TO A COUNTRY -
HEBrREWs 11:14

IN THE COUNTRY..CHURCH WHERE | WAS SAVED AND
GREW UP,_PEOPLE SANG AND SPOKE OF—HEAVEN.
ORTEN., |HEY SPOKE OF STORMY..BANKS
AND THE SWEET BY. AND BY, THIS WORLD IS-NQT
MY_HOME - AS MANY GROW OLDER HEAVEN SEEMS

%J.EA.R.ER AND FOR SOME IT IS FURIHER. AWAY.
H

5 PHRASE:ﬁgggg%%%gzgggzggélgg A REALITY
FOR SOME W| ES ARE SICK,

RAYMO
'ALL USED UP, HE KEY TO HEAVEN IS BOUND
UP IN THE WORD “PREPARE” IN THE JonN 14
PASSAGE , S A PLACE FOR US BUT
WE MUST “BE IN ORDER TO GO THERE.
ComPARE JOH : HE PRIMARY_ PURPOSE FOR
LIVING ON THIS PLANET IS TO MAKE RESERVATIONS
THERE IS NO ENTRANCE INTO THAT

PLACE WITHOUT RESERVATIONS., (COMPARE
REVELATION 21:8)

J——




FUNERAL MESSAGE - RUTH BOHN (NOLA
IT Corinthians 5:17-21, 5:8

fﬂ.;if' Gl i 7;2AP50~\§‘)

Theee prepositions in this passage tell the 1ife story

A of every believer. o

CHRIST: ) iy

P

I. IN CHRIST - vs. 17

The expression "in Cheist" or its equivalent occurs
164 times in the Paul Tline epistles and never in the
gospels. Thisglechnical ferm describes the relationship
of the believer to Christ. God sees—eyery man=ifiom
0 1 jons. He is either
and everyone 1s in one of these<two Categompies:
a kind of syElEENiatmdgengs to identify one's position
with reference to God. The person who has received
Jesus Christ as savior is ew _person altogether. His
1osophy is gone.__This
v bir ) This phrase ‘! e
g

pn—

the believers redemption is said to be "in Christ,"
"™ The qualification for the—egssmeseddoy of the just is

" said to be ijp Christ." (I Thess. 4:16) Everything
the believer wi ever need is in Christ. The Bible
does not say that believers are d , Beter. John

i Qur Christian position 1%
in Christ forever. was Jpn Christ and we spoke&
of that relationship often over thHe months of her illness.

IT. FOR CHRIST - vs. 20

Many years ago I read the life story of_Eai_ﬂiEgngy who
was associated with the Union Mission for many years.
In speaking of his conversion_experience and of the
problem he had with feeling, he tells how he attended
a certain reyival meeting and went forward to the altar
on at Teast two occasions. When he received no special
P feeling from God he simply rose to his feet _and said:
"feeling or no feeling fram now on I" Once
the believer is in Christ he will then Tive a 1ife that

is for Christ. The term_%; refers to the fact
that you and I are God's spo ople or paagﬂggg
tat ommissioned by

~tepresentatives on earth chosen by Him, ¢
Him to convey the message of the Gospel to the ends of
the earth. The message we are to proclaim is the message

A __d




of reconciliation.

IIT. WITH CHRIST - vs. 8

Our bodies are likened to an
iseifradl

i

this earthly body behind he will d."
Which is what the Greek text says. To The Rhdlippign
church, Paul spoke of being torn in two directions. On
the one hand, he Tonged to leave and be with Christ.
Obviously that was the best that could happen to him.

On the other hand, he felt it necessary to remain behind

to continue his earthly ministry. (Compare Phil. 1:21-23)
Ou;%gor nt will one day be taken down,
but"when tha ppens we have a_$§5%§%§g§=ggg§g or body

in heaven not made with hands. at body 1s eternal and
will not be subjected to the painful limitatigns of this

earthly pilgrimage At funerals I remember the ex-
#™ )perience of Jance oncerning his friends who had

ance Hapher
gone on_iq be ith the Lord.) Simply stated the person
{ i AT i ives (for)Christ when that person
i ilLA beCy

Christ.




FUNERAL SERVICE FOR -CARC—SMITH R
Joun 3:16 Chade A fucees M.

. WE HAVE COME TO PAY TRIRUTE AND_FINAL
RESPECT TO THE MEMORY OF AR\ IN. [T IS
NOT MY PURPOS OGIZE...SURE MANY
FITTING THINGS /SHouLD BE SAID. Nor
TO MAKE JUDGMENTS™IMAT BELONG TO GOD ALONE.
WHAT A PASTOR SAYS DOES NOT SAY DOES
NOT EFFECT THAT ONE OCUS OUR ATTENTION
ON THE BIBLE - WORDS OF™HMELP AND COMFORT.

CQZD JoHN 3:16 IS THE MOST FAMILIAR VERSE
IN THE N.Ti A FAVORITE %F ALL. MEMORY
BY MOST. IN THIS VERSE 3 GREAT ABOUT
Gop: #Aiggf

I[. Gop Loves Us

FOR.YEARS | LIVED UNDER THE DELUSION
™  THAT Gobp E -- SINNER. READ IN THE
BiBLE - GoD LOVES EVERY PERSON ON THIS PLANET.
(MAY NOT LIKE WHAT WE DO - BEHAVE - STILL
Loves us. (Rev. 1:5, Rom. 5:8, I Joun 4:10)

SonGg: “THE Love ofF Gop”

THE LovE oF GOD IS GREATER FAR [HAN TONGUE
OR PEN CAN EVER TELL

[T GOES BEYOND THE HIGHEST STAR, AND REACHES
TO THE LOWEST HELL

THE GUILTY PAIR, BOWED DOWN WITH CARE, GOD
GAVE HIS SON TO WIN;

His ERRING CHILD HE RECONCILED, AND PARDONED
FROM HIS SIN,

~  CouLD WE WITH INK THE OCEAN FILL, AND WERE

THE SKIES OF PARCHMENT MADE;

WERE EVERY STALK ON EARTH A QUILL, AND EVERY
MAN A SCRIBE BY TRADE;

To WRITE THE LOVE OF GoD ABOVE WoOULD DRAIN THE
OCEAN DRY;

NOR COULD THE SCROLL CONTAIN THE WHOLE, THO
STRETCHED FROM SKY TO SKY,
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OH, LOVE OF GOD, HOW RICH AND PURE! How
MEASURELESS AND STRONG! [T SHALL
FOREVERMORE ENDURE--THE SAINTS AND
ANGELS SONG,

THESE WORDS WERE FOUND ON THE WALLS OF A
CELL OF A SUPPOSED INSANE MAN.

:\ L=ty

I, Ebb GAQE[SOMETHING To Us

"Gop's NEVER DONE ANYTHING FOR ME!”
ANCIENT ARMIES - SLAVES TO THE GODS. Gop
GAVE His "onNLY Son.” (GEN., 272)

QUESTION: "WHERE WAS GOD WHEN MY
SON WAS KILLED?” ‘;, y,

AR 2 %\a s
Cod IroPagla— )

[11. Gop MADE & WAY FOR Us 70 GET TO HEAREN

"NﬂosoE_g}" (WRITE IN YOUR NAME)
BELIEVETH - NOT..PAYETH, WORKETH OR
_GOODETH! S =

"NOT PERISH...EVERLASTING LIFE"”

IF PEOPLE pON'T MAKE IT TO HEAVEN
WHEN THEY DIE, IT'S BECAUSE THEY PAY NO
ATTENTION TO THE BIBLE. )

DEATH IS NOT THE END.
MAN WILL LIVE SOMEWHERE FOREVER.,
&P StorY: "“HE DIDN'T ASK ME THAT.”



RoBerRT K. SPRADLING January 25, 1994

FUNERAL SERVICE FOR EMILY PHILLIPS

"CHRIST THE WAY”
JoHN 14:6

EMILY LEARNED OF THE TERMINAL NATURE OF
HER ILLNESS IN THE FALL. WE WERE ALL SHOCKED
AT HER RAPID DECLINE WHICH RESULTED IN HER
BEING BEDFAST THE PAST SEVERAL WEEKS. [ SAW
HER ON A REGULAR BASIS AND WAS STRUCK BY?
SEVERAEREATERES |

TEF AERAUASTPIASONBAR)

(1) SHE NEVER LOST HER SENSE OF HUMOR - NOT
EVEN THE DAY BEFORE SHE PASSED AWAY.
(EXPLAIN)

(Z2) HER ACCEPTANCE OF HER IMMINENT DEATH NOT
AS A PENALTY BUT AS A PROMOTION. [HERE
WAS NO SELF PITY OR WHINING ABOUT HER
CONDITION,

(3) THE LOVING CARE SHE RECEIVED FROM MANY
SOURCES SUCH AS Lou PERRY, THE CHOIR,
NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS, CHURCH FRIENDS,
THE HOSPICE PEOPLE. [T WAS ALL AN
OUTPOURING OF LOVE AND CARE THAT IS NOT
UNUSUAL FOR PEOPLE IN EMILY'S CONDITION
BUT SURELY NOT UNAPPRECIATED BY HER.
EXPRESS TO ALL OF YOU HER HEARTFELT
GRATITUDE,

I. CHRIST IS THE WAY TO CLEANSING FOR THE
PAST - Mark 1:40-42

"

ME A | EPER T0 HIM, BESEECHING
IM AND KNEELING DOWN TO HIM AND SAYING
UNTO HiM, IF IHY WILT., IHOU CANST MAKE ME

CLEAN.
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AND JESUS MOVED WITH COMPASSION, PUT
“FORTH HIS HAND, AND TOUCHED HIM., AND SAID

PN UNTO HIM, | WILL; BE THOU CLEAN., _BND AS
| SOON AS HE HAD SPOKEN, IMMEDIATELY THE

LEPROSY DEPARTED FROM HIM, AND HE WAS
CLEANSED.

WHAT JESUS DID FOR THIS LEPER PHYSICALLY,
HE 1S ABLE TO DO FOR ALL MEN SPIRITUALLY.
(ExpLAIN) ~LLEANSING FROM ONES PAST SINS IS

TH IFE.,
) . |HE BOOK OF
EBREWS SPEAKS OF A CLEANSED GONSCIENCE - THIS

IS SOMETHING ONLY GOD"CAN-DO:
[1. CHRIST THE WAY FOR COMPANIONSHIP FOR
THE PRESENT QMAQHew 28:20, HeBrews 13:5

™ G Psam 23:4;)..EAND Lo 1 AM WITH YOU

ALWAY, EVEN UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD. AMEN"
n
@ ypioe e s sy

(Ei) "YEA THOUGH | WALK THROUGH THE VALLEY OF THE
HOU ART WITH ME. ...

"COMMENT REGARDING NORTHVILLE MURDER ANE/)

SUICIDE., /~7

A o m&j—-

[T1. CHRIST THE WAY TO CONFIDENCE FOR THE
. FUTURE - T CorINTHIANS 15:19

“IF_IN THIS LIFE ONLY WE HAVE HOPE IN CHRIST

MWE ARE OF ALL MEN MOST MISERABIE.
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THE BIBLE 1S THE ONLY Book THAT GOD EVER
WROTE. SURELY THE GoD OF THE BIBLE COULD MAKE
FOR MANKIND CLEAR. SURELY HE couLD
KE KNOWN TH N BEFORE WE DIE SO
THAT A PERSON WOULD BOUT HIS
ETERNAL DESTINATION,

[ JouN 5:13 "THESE THINGS HAVE I WRITTEN UNTO

_IHAI_IE_MAI_KﬂQH_IHAI_XQU_HQME_EIERNAL_glEE_AND
THAT YE MAY BELTEVE ON THE NAME OF THE SON OF

THE WORD KNOW IN THIS VERSE REFERS TO
EXPERIMENTAL KNOWLEDGE - THAT IS TO KNOW WITH

CERTA AND CO THAT TO HAVE CHRIST
nr11#ﬁ%¥E THE WAY TO ﬁEaxﬁu.

e Tra——




THINGS WE KNOW FOR SURE

- THERE ARE MANY COMMENDABLE THINGS THAT
COULD AND PERHAPS SHOULD BE SAID ABOUT
ON., HIS FAITHFULNESS TO THE
5 HIS CHEERFUL SPIRIT IN THE
FACE OF A TERMINAL DISEASE WAS RARE. IN
THIS AGE OF UNCERTAINTY, THERE_ARE SOME
BIBLE_CERTAINTIES THAT HELP, THIS IS NO
TIME FOR GUESSING. WE HAD BETTER KNOW
SOME THINGS FOR SURE." "I’'D RATHER KNOW A
FEW THINGS FOR SURE THAN A WHOLE LOT OF
THINGS THAT AREN'T s0.” QUESTION: WHAT
DOES THE BIBLE SAY WE MAY KNOW FOR SURE?

[. WE MAY KNOW FOR SURE THAT WE HAVE
ETERNAL LIFE - T Joun 5:12-13, JoHn 6:37

P A PERSON MAY KNOW HE IS BOTH SAVED AND SAFE
BEFORE HE DIES. JOHN 3:16, JOHN 5:24,
JouN 20:30, _"For I KNOW THAT MY REDFEMER
LIVETH AND THAT HE SHAL L STAND AT THE | ATTER
DAY UPON THE EARTH: AND THOUGH AFTERAMY

IBLE TEACHES
THAT WE ARE MORE THAN CANDIDATES FOR

SALVATION. WE ARE COMPLETE IN CHRIST,

(I JoHn 3:1)- ng& Aoy ..., .

IT. WE MAY KNOW FOR SURE THAT GOD KEEPS
US - IT TimorTHY 1:12

— FROM THE DAY THE BELIEVER BEGINS THE CHRISTIAN
LIFE, HIS DESTINATION IS SURE, MARK 5:1...

__SEA...." PHIiLipPIANS 1:6, Joun 10:2/-28,
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"FOR | AM PERSUADED THAT NEITHER DEATH, NOR
LIFE, NOR ANGELS, NOR PRINCIPALITIES, NOR
Y POWERS, NOR THINGS PRESENT, NOR _THINGS TO
COME: NOR HEIGHT, NOR DEPTH, NOR ANY OTHER
CREATURE SHALL BE ABLE TO SEPARATE US FROM
\ THE LOVE _OF GOD WHICH IS IN CHRIST .[Esus
| OUR LorD,” (RoMANS &:38)

IIT. WE KNOW FOR SURE THAT GOD IS WORKING
' OUT THE DETAILS OF QUR LIVE FOR GOOD -
RoMaNs 8:28

| LIFE VIEWED FROM _LSOLATED EVENTS IS DIFFICULT
TO INTERPRET. BUT WHEN ALL OF THE THREADS
OF LIFE'S~TAPESTRY HAVE BEEN WOVEN TOGETHER,
l THE PICTURE WILL BE COMPLETE AND IN DEED
| A BEAUTIFUL ONE. PARE TO A PARADE.)
.~ IN GENs1s 50:20 (JOSEPHYDECLARED ....~BUT_AS
' F. GHT G ME; BUT
GOD_MEANT IT UNTO GOOD, 0 BE SURE, THERE
~ARE MY.STERIES..IN_THE._PROVIDENCE.OF..GOD WHICH
| NONE OF US CAN EXPLAIN THIS SIDE OF ETERNITY.
—~““HOWEVER, IN THE FACE OF SICKNESS, SORRQW AND
DEATH, 1 KNOW THAT THIS VERSE IS TRUE AND
| SOME DAY HE WILL MAKE IT PLAIN, =7

IV. WE KNOW FOR SURE THAT A BELIEVER HAS
A HEAVENLY HOME -- IT Cor. 5:1

VANCE HAVNER HAD A WAY OF EXPRESSING TRUTH
THE HEART OF THINGS. IN ONE
OF HIS BOOKS HE MENTIONED THE FACT THAT AS
A BOY IN NorTH CAROLINA, AFTER HE HAD COME
~  TO KNOW JESUS CHRIST AS SAVIOUR, HE CARVED
THIS INSCRIPTION IN THE CHIMNEY OF THE OLD
HOUSE WHERE THEY LIVED...."HEAVEN.I HOPE
TO WIN. IN THOSE EARLY DAYS HE SET HIS EYE
ON THE CELESTIAL CITY. HE SAID HE USED TO
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SWING UNDER THE OLD OAK TREE IN THE FRONT
YARD AND LOOK AT THE DISTANT BLUE RIDGE
MOUNTAINS AND SING, "THERE'S A LAND THAT
IS FAIRER THAN DAY, AND BY FAITH [ CAN SEE
IT AFAR, HE MADE UP HIS MIND TO HEAD
HEAVENWARD AND GOT AN EARLY START. YEARS
LATER, AFTER 60 YEARS OF MINISTRY, HE
REVISED THE OLD HOUSE, LOOKED AT THE
INSCRIPTION THAT WIND AND WEATHER HAD
BATTERED AND ONLY TWO WORDS REMAINED -
HEAVEN AND HOPE.” HE sAID: "I, T0oO, HAD
WEATHERED AND SUMMERS AND WINTERS FOR 60
YEARS BUT THE STORMS OF LIFE HAD NOT
REMOVED THE HOPE OF HEAVEN IN MY HEART.”
INFIDELS AND CRITICS AND OTHERS HAD TRIED
TO DIM HIS BOYISH FAITH BUT ALL UNSUCCESSFULLY.
MANY OF HIS DEAREST FRIENDS WERE NOW THERE.
WHEN HE CARVED THE INSCRIPTION MOST OF HIS
LOVED ONES WERE HERE BUT NOW THEY WERE THERE.
IN A WORLD THAT SEEMS TO HAVE GONE WILD
NOTHING HAD BEEN ABLE TO ERASE HIS HOPE OF
HEAVEN. SINCE HE WROTE THAT B0OOK VANCE
HAVNER HAS JOINED HIS WIFE IN THAT BLESSED
PLACE.,
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AT HOME WITH THE LORD
[T CoRINTHIANS 5:8

—MAKE_YOURSFLF AT HOME" IS A PHRASE WE ALL
USE TO ENCOURAGE GUESTS TO BE COMFORTABLE

IN OUR HOME. THERE IS_SOMETHING #MDEREUL
ABOUT THE WORD-HQOME. 10 ARRIVE AT HOME AFTER
A LONG, HARD JOURNEY IS TO ARRIVE AT A PLACE
WHERE WE MAY REST AND BE-REERESHED, SO IT
IS WITH THE JOURNEY OF LIFE, LIKE PILGRIM
ENROUTE TO THE CELESTIAL CITY, OUR JOURNEY
IS TOWARD OUR ETERNAL HOME. As A MATTER

OF FACT, THE WORDS OF OUR BLESSED LORD IN
JOHN 14:1-2 ARE COUCHED IN A HOME SETTING.
OUR FRIEND IS
EINALLY AND_ﬁgg%ﬁ% HOME. _WHAT DOES THIS
VERSE TEACH UT oUR ETERNAL HOME?

~ 1. A MATTER OF CONFIDENCE - "ConFIDENT"

n

THIS WORD_LITERALLY MEANS F_ GOOD
CHEER,” THAT IS, OUR ETERNAL HOME IS A

SUBJECT THAT DELIGHTS NOT DEPRESSES THE

BELIEVER. ACCORDING 10 II Cor. 5:1 WE KNOW

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO US WHEN WE DIE, TIT IS

HOT GUESSING] ?

UR CONFIDENCE IS IN THE OF GOD

AND THE RERSGN. WHO PROMIS’I%-SUS CHRIST

DID WHAT HE™SAID HE wouLD DO - HE AROSE

FROM THE GRAVE = SO SHALL WE.

IT. A MATTER OF PREFERENCE - “WrLLING"

!

THIS WORD MEANS “TQ THINK IT 600D" OR AS
THE NIV sAys, "“SOMETHING WE PREFER.” PAUL

- EXPRESSED HIS PREFERENCE IN PHILIPPIANS
il THESE VERSES ARE ABSOLUTELY
IMPOSSIBLE TO UNDERSTAND FOR THE PERSON WHO
DOES NOT ENJOY ETERNAL LIFE IN ANTICIPATION
OF AN ETERNAL HOME. TIHE ONLY WAY DEATH MAY




-

&)

BE CLASSIFIED .GALN AND.NQI_L 0SS IS WHEN
JEsus CHRIST 1S IN THE PICTURE. WHEN THE

P BELIEVER DIES HE GAINS JESuUS, (RELAIE_SIQBY

- "ALL USED UP.") _HAVENER'S

(P REFERENCE TO MORE THERE THAN WERE. THE PHRASE

Nw"
}#f

gggﬁééégfgga.ﬂggnau IS SOMETHING PEOPLE Q@
“A XPERIENCE WHILE ON EARTH._ ABRAHAM

HAD THAT ETERNAL DIMENSION AS PART OF HIS

i« PILGRIMAGE, HE_"LOOKED FOR A CITY WHICH

B

HATH FOUNDATIONS, WHOSE BUILDER AND MAKER
Is Gop,” (HEB. 11L}U) o O

7 s "
.'r,;“-

[11. A MATTER OF RIDDANCE - "ABSENCE”

"WE ARE GLAD TO BE RID OF THES TIL
(TIVING LETTERS) [HE WRITER UNDERSTOOD WHAT
IT MEANS—TO-GROW.QLD. [HE EXES GROW DIM,
EARS CANNOT HEAR, SEERS SLOW, SFRENGIH EBBS
“AWAY. ONCE STRONG BODIES AND MINDS MUST BE
IN ORDER TO_MQVE. LHE.BURDEN OF AN
OLDER BODY LIKE A HOUSE DETERTORATING OR
A TENT ABOUT READY TO FOLD. ALL OF US HAVE
HEARD AN_AGED _PERSON EXPRESS THE DESIRE TO
BE RID OF A BODY THAT WAS NO LONGER A_HELP

BUT RATHER AW. ———
OUR TEXT TALKS ABOUT "BEINQ AT HOME WITH

" STATE LESSON LEARNED REGARDING
. A, S, AND HOME, IT IS NOT THE PLACE
THAT IS SO IMPORTANT BUT RATHER THE PERSON.
WHERE JESUS IS WILL BE HEAVEN FOR THE
BELIEVER. IHE STREET® OF GOLD AND ALL OF
THE BEAUTY MENTIONED IN REVELATION IS ALL

SECONDARY, IT IS THE PERSON OF CHRIST WHO
OCCUPIES OUR ATTENTION NOW AND THEN.




