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RKS THE APPEARING OF GOD — 12/24/72
Titus 2:11-14
0#—-(*'-1-’\.-_15‘-'1 o-.n....L Whie wete et I, Ada

personality who was making a pre-holiday appearanag
ivic Center. Throughout the year, radio and telew

inform us of the one-night appearances of certain celgbXities.
They are usually musicians and entextainers who, for oge night,
get people to think only of being entertained and not t¥%

problems of life. Men are interested 1n_ce1ebr1t1es.
tells us that there was a time when Godvagepped-into-d
for all men to see Him. Paul spoke of the "fullness of ti
(Gal. 4:4) when God came down to men. The Romag empire had
given the world a measure of peace’and law. The Roman eagle
touched every part of the inhabited earth.” A measure of peace,
coupled with.slavery of 60 million people, was the grandeur

of Rome: ﬁﬂw was the culture and had provided a universal
language through which the Gospel could be preached. =Judaism
provided the religion. The world was ready and God was ready
for the world to receive His son.

I. THE APPEARANCE OF GOD IN HISTORY - verse 11

In the 0ld Testament, God made himself known to a select.few
on a limitedwbasis. He appeared to men like Adam, Noah,

_Abraham, Moses, Joshua and Igaiah. However, there came a day
when God.ap -,ed(to.all men.in.the person of His sop.
(CompardfJohn X:30%14) This appearance of God in history was

an act of pure unmg;&ggi_ggage on His_part. God became wisible
or known to men in the person of His son Jesus Christ. Man
was the 24¥2%F. God was the Saviour. The appearance of God
in history was in w:m the person of His son. The
word grace is 51mp

. This was the favored word
of a British sailor who deserted to go to Africa and join a
Portugyese slave trader. He suffered greatly at the hands of
the men on board ship. Through many sinful activities at sea
and on one occasion he was knocked overboard and saved only
when the captain speared him with a harpoon, which left a
hideous scar upon him for the rest of his life. Eventually
John.Neyton was saved and wrote one of the most familiar gospel
songs of all times, "Amazing Grac ce."” God sent Christ in
saving grace to deal with man's sin. i d

—siD. Were it not for God's grace, we would all be lost. Grace

was manifested in the life of Christ when He came and died on
the cross for our justification.

II. THE APPEARING OF GOD IN MEN =- verse 12

Christmas is a strange season of the year. It is the time when
boys and girls are told about Santa Clause and Jesus in the same
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THE APPEARING OF GOD 2

breath. Often putting Santa Clause at a higher plane than
Jesus. It is a time when parents have little or no objection

to their children having some rgligious instruction concerning

—+the birth of Jesus. They want their children to know of the

highsmovalwquality of this remarkable story. In contrast, those

same parents may use the Christmas season as an excuse to
:Lndulge in gw_, not the least of which is

- JOffice parties have become the annual |
plague of many businesses. Because of: the person of Christ, |
a born-again Christian isweeibfesmaeal . Paul suggests that the
word which should characterlze the Chr:.st:.an s 11fe lsm

evgrxbgdx caR.ksgad, The Christian lives in this present world

but he is not of it. We are not of the*fowsmge,'' We liue in
it but we do not-dewg it. This is what makes us different
from Demas. Notice in this verse there is a negatdve and a
pesipime aspect to life. These must be seen in balance. There
are some things we need tg_remounce and there are some things
we need to _attain. This verse speaks in broad terms of the

believer's santification.

~ III. THE APPEARING OF GOD IN THE FUTURE - verse I3w Q_,;(

™

In the word of God, the second coming of Christ is often s
as_oneghpgesewent which will result in the completion of our
salvation. The various -aspeets of the second coming are not
always defined in one verse. In this verse, the Rapiume of the
church is spoken of as the blessed hope of the Chr:Lst:Lan. The
glorious appearing of Christ has to do with Hi i

which will be evident to all in the second phase of His
second coming. God will vindicate His son. When Christ came
the first time, it was a damlgghemr in human history. When He
comes the second time, it will even be aifdatkepstimec. However,
His second coming will not be in.Bethlehem's.manger but in all

e

of the #§l@y that.is-zightfully His, Bavthilymisings have come
andsgeme, some have died in honor and glory, ~others ‘Bave died

g B

in diegemee. All have died however, with no hope of-resurtection
Only Jesus Ws prom:l.sea to come and live again upon the

earth. The appearing of God. .aa.hj,;%xy, in our lives, and in
the future is the hope of every Child of God.



"GIFTS OF THE BIELE"

One reason why Christmas is |
it is a time of eople liketo receive |
o gifts as well as give them. supposedly established |
' such a principle at Christmas time by their gifts to the
Saviour and yet there is no basis for such a principle-<they
gave gifts to Christ-—pots gomeametiier:~ Much of our gift
exchange todgy is more in theme W that passage which one
of my friends called "The Devil's Christmas" in Rev. 11310
where upon the death of the Two Winesses ,

ular with many is because

The Bible has a great deal to say about gifts. God the great
gave Abraham g land, (Gen. 17:8) Gifis were involved in

the early-magpiige proposal (Gen.2l) Jacob's great love for

<Joseph was demonstrated by a gift of a beautiful coat.(Gen.37)

This section Jewish background. The Pharisees believed
that murder was against the Law, but as long as they did
no kill anyone and observed the otuer .extexmals of the

Law they w ere perfect before God. -Ent-_t.nqr_had_m&om

I. ZHEMMACCERTABLE GIFT--Vatt. 53232l
|

L ~in-God-for-cleansing.

' Jesus points out how-sdmuogdeus to bring a_sacrifice for
sin and yet harbor sin against a brother. CLord please
accept my sacrifice but don't take notice of the real

problem=-my relationship with other peop@

Application:

The initiatiye is yours—I don't care if you are right!
Being right has nothing to dowwith this act.
THe=giftsisinst what God.wants so much as a proper heart
before Him, Isa. 1:11 ff. TlisekesseSageifices. These major
on the exter the internal., c.f the Pharisee,

3t ‘I'nerbou % a Persian Ruler who had a price-
lesa_agl W, le desired to give to one of his 3 son

| who demonstrated the greatest nobility.
Question: "During the past year, what is the greatesti deed

! you have done."?
|

First Son: Un a certain journey given.valuable.jewels by
a merchant to deliver--ng record of them. Could
have kept many but delived all instead.
. You did well son, you were honest=-but gould
! -you have donk differently without great shgme?
L Second Sons I was watching a child play by a_lake. Fell in
| I plundged in and saved his life. You did a
|
|

brave thing, but you could never have let the
child drown.

Third Son: I was coming over the mountain one day. I saw
a man who _hates me, and had done me much JLaxg.

L



He was adleep and had rolled near the edge of a great
cliff. Une push would have sent him over. Just passing
him by would have left him to move in his sleep and fall
,-\ to his death. But I waked him gently, and told him of
‘ his danger, and he abused me for it."
"My_son,.the pexrl is.yours. You did gight, without the
wfope of reward, to one who had done you wrong."
Doing right should be reward enough in itself,
Lincolm,

II. THE UNSELFISH GIFT--Luke 2l:l-l

This is a story of contrast.(Luke does a great deal in
his reference to the rich--Luke 12,16 etc,)
A. The Wealthy
Uut of their sulplies they gave to the treasury in the
temple,
.. B. The Widow
r

.\ Thei® ‘ of all coins. APout
*{‘E { Jone enth of a .

The Lesson to be learned was that God i in

iVi to * 'I'h Cc m .
een here—-not the amount bu an@

) ch was left xmk after.
Reminds me of Mrs. Dunlap--$3 she took in for
%washings. I could not spend the money,
Isn't it interesting how “LGW@HY" the subject of givig
K is in the local church.(lefte.hand right hand excuse. )
Yet the Bible speaks a great deal about the necessity
of belieyers.giving 18 CauSe. g iste

5t Articles "UurChurh Nee i
é’eo éway to function without money!

~

-

Dress warmly and we can eliminatggthe@— many hund-
reds of doliars anually for -uilities.
Every time you want to talk to the-paEtr--ge the
car drive over to the church——eliminate the
@ bach take a tuxn at the oxggn, piamg, directing the
Tlawn <ghorr--climinate the ministry expense.
\,..«:\'\t'@ Each bring your own dust rag, vacumme cleaner,
'ﬂi“;“ floor wax, buffer, wakiex watch the lights, windows,
unlock the church, shovel the snow etc. eliminate the
expense of a
5e Bribng omm K o
6. Brbng own Sunday School material, plus suppiies for
Primary, Junior “hurch and Youth Activities,
N 7. Bring own syemsi#®r and meograph to run own bulletin,
Take a turn at the administrative function of the
church.
8. Take turn of using your car for kinds. Eliminate ¥fSe

J.~PEEESHn visiting the ,sick, preaching, marriages
funesals, cgunselling, keeping-folk-from-fighting

ng
in.the-church..promoting the generally welfare of the

\ church-=eiiminzte-tHe=pastor .



10. Every member go to the m¥ssdor=f1eld at your own expense,
Se

In this way we could eliminate expenee of the church.

ﬂ ¥klany of us are like the 2 negros. million doliars--%
1000 hogs—%.. if 2 hogs 4? That isn't fair, you know
L.bhave. 2 hogs. What you do with what you have?

Jesus uses this to shame us in our selfish approach to the
things of God.

What about your giving to the cause of £mkxm&x Christ?

s it at least one tenth? If is isn't it ought to be and
QUL be in spiritual doldrim until begin here?

o2 -jto successful life in church.
Q o CorogCn_
/‘5‘\( - UNTARNISHED GIF T=—dJaes 1317 Pl
< very gift vou and I have ever received will rusi and Sase
%Wum, once shiny and new.
\ Last year]s Christmas gifts are worn out--ready for more
this year-—-the whole world of commerce operates on the prin-

ciple th«ﬂWl
Think of The good giits oi God to men:

—Llove— we would know little about this if it were not for God.
M—- what God withholds from us which ge.might _deserue
apart from grace.
m Faith-~the ability to know Jemas Christ as Saviour——te know
' " God in a personal way.
e~ M, .Em.u—-}"ow little we think of even the ability
“to sik on th e of the bed, sit up and eat a meal.

Contenﬁn
ip w1th Chris friends,

Some friends who mean more than emything else in life,
—

IVy THE UNSPEAKAELE GIFT=- 2 Cor. 9:15

R Cor. 9 is one of the great "givipg" chapters of the

Bible. In this chapter several impt. principles:

l. No man is ever a lose who is a generzmous giver to
the cause of Christ,

(Nobody likes a tightwad.)




REV, ROBERT K. SPRADLING DECEMBER 23, 1079
AM,

I A " ‘ v/

Joun 1:14

RECENTLY I HEARD A SONG BEING SUNG WITH THE
SINGLE LYRIC LHRISTMAS., |HE MUSIC ARRANGEMENT WAS
INTERESTING BUT THE SINGLE WORD_CHRISTMAS WAS
REPEATED OVER AND OVER AGAIN, BY CONTRAST, ;

CONTAINS THE PHRASE [ AM
USING AS A SERMON TITLE TODAY; LHBl§I¢_IH§

ST HEAVEN ADORED; CHRI e
Lorp! IN TIME BEHOLD {IM COME, OFFSPRING OF

VIRGINS WOM
o ) JECENTLY, A FRIE
. OF MINE RECEIVED A LETTER FROM ONE OF THE ASTRONAUTy
NVOLVED IN ONE OF OUR LUNAR LANDINGS, HE SAID:
HILE | WAS ON THE MOON MY BELIEF WAS IN THE THEORY
OF‘EVOLUTION. HOWEVER, SINCE THAT TIME [ HAVE PUT
MY HEART TO JESUS AND THE REALITY OF THE !'oLy RIBLE,
[ BELIEVE NOW WITH ALL MY HEART THAT 00D 1S THE
CREATOR AND THIS BOOK HAS BEEN A TREMENDOUS IN-
SPIRATION TO ME TO UNDERSTAND MORE FULLY THE
'EALITY OF (oD'S CREATION. -CHARLES.UURE RET

IST CAME TO EARTH AND

THAT JESUS CHR

RLD JUST AS HE CHANGED THE HEART OF ONE ASTRONAUT,
VEN THOUGH

K ON HUMAN HISTORY, IE CHANGED THE

“THREE. AND YET’%HE IMPACT

3 INED EFFORT OF THESE GREAT PHI_OSOPHER .
jEs&§‘ﬁKTNTE“~ : .ﬂf;: AND E AFFECTED
ﬁEN SUCH AS REPHZ -%ELANGELO, AND DaVINCI,

E WROTE NQSMUSLE AND YET STIRRED THE HEART
THE WORLﬁ§g§%E§$§M SICIANS A THOVEN, ﬁACH,
AND [|ENDELSSOHN, . ANS GEﬁEfﬂLENDAR‘

COUNTING THE YEARS OF HISTORY ITHEW AD 1E,
# , ANNQ_DOMIN] - THE YEAR OF THE LORD, WS VERA YEARS

GO A MAN WRQTE A BOOK ENTIT
HE AUTHOR DETERMINED THAT IN
ORDER TO UNDERS E PLIGHE%4E&§CK MAN IN AMERICA

& s i
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HE MUST DO SOMETHING TO IDENTIFY WITH THEIR
|SITUATION, HE DARKENED HIS SKIN THROUGH-ORAL
ON, SFAINS AND_sguLAED TREATMENTS AND

$Rﬁ¥EtEB—*HRﬁHﬁHGﬁ#—IHE_uQﬁIﬂ. THE TREATMENT HE
RECEIVED ALMOST-INHUMAN E WAS NOT ALLOWED TO

RIDE IN CERTAIN MECHICLES, EAT IN CERTAIN -RESTAURANTS
OR STAY IN CERTAIN HOIELS. HE COULD NOT DRINK FROM
CERTAIN‘NAIER—EQHNIAJNS OR ENTER CERTAIN.RESTROOMS

AND THEOLOGICAL EACT OF
THE W'RU'TNCKRNATION SIMPLY

J

| ESH-AND=EORM, - | 'HEN YOU AND I
ENTERED THE HUMALL_SCENE WORDS SUCH AS CONCEIVED AND

_BORN WERE ADENUATE TO DESCRIBE OUR ENTRANCE INTO
THE WORLD. HOWEVER IT IS DIFFICULT TQ DESCRIBE THE
.~  ENTRANCE OF THE SECOND PERSON OF THF GODHEAD WHO HAD
—~EXISTED FOR All ETERNITY BUT NQW MAKES HIS ENTRANCE

ON THE_EARTH. JESUS CHRIST “CAME -TO EARTH

HE CHANGED HIS , 111S ROSSESSIONS,
AND & BUT

=DERSONALLTY « WHEN HE
BECAME MAN, NOT CEASE TO BE MAN VHEN !iE
RESUMMED HIS PO 0 o CHRIST BECAME
A MAN IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHTS - S AND

SAVE THEM FRO HEIR SINS. E BECAME INCARNﬁT
THAT MEN MIGH
BECAME INCARNATE IN ORDER THAT E AS UOD WOULD-KNQN

HLUMAD ROM ! DERSONA AND XPER \ A

HE BECAME INCARNATE THATMEN MIGHT HAVE_AN P

LA NG REVELATION OF 0D IN VISIBLE HUMAN FORM

[HE _INCARNATION SAYS TO EMERY.MAN THAT WE SERVE A
ﬁE'sE;; CNOT UMAN LIFE THROUGH PERSONAL EXPERIENCE.

Jayﬂui_ELEsu.AND WHO ABLE T ZE WITH MAN,
OMEONE HAS SAID: (IE)I WERE EVER ARRES OR
STEALING BREAD, | WOULD HOPE THAT THE JUDGE THAT
BE?ﬁﬁE WHOM | WAS BROUGHT HAD BEEN HUNGRY AT SOME-
TIME IN HIS LIFE.,) LET US LOOK AT OUR SINGLE-VERSE
AS IT RELATES TO THE GREAT SUBJECT OF -FHE—INCARNATLON

l_E)L_HB.lSI-




«» [. THE HORD

OF THE MANY ILILES GIVEN TO JESus, THE YorD
IS ONE OF THE MOST INTERES ING. JESUS CHRIST IF
ﬁALLEDIZE§=QQﬂQ IN Joun 1 HE IS CALLED THE
ORD OF GOD IN RE _AN_HLWAS_QI&LH.ED

ED * THERE ARE SEMERAL-LORDS
{ORD

IN THE GREEK LANGUAGE TRANSLATED 5 IN THE
BIBLE, THIS PARTICULAR WORD 1S AND IS

ICALLY A_EH;L0§025+QAL_IER¥. S USED
§§§E§1M£s IN THE NEW [ESTAMENT. FOR EXAMPLE,
CHARACTERIZES THE CHRISTIAN MESSAGE WE PREACH,
HICH 1S NOT THE NISCAOVERY QF

I"LA.N_D.R_S.QMEI.HLNG_H.L_INHENTED Q’...F_AE.L_Y_(ﬁ..DJ.\%N
ng_g LS CALLED THE WORD OF 0D MARK ,5, L1
T IS THROUGH THE MINIST?Y OF THE YorD oF GoDp MEN
ARE SAVED, (I-Ea:sa.l..E W/E UNDERSTAND THAT_A.

IS THE MEANS THROUGH WHICH MEN ENTER INTO
S BOTH WITH THEIR

S.lLRBD.LlND.LNGS AND WITH THEIR EELLOW.MEN, [T IS

M w THAT ONE_FXPRESSES HIS EHLICING AND
- > !\ () L teS ' .

B oIMPLY STATED;
UGHT, As 1T
SR ESLIS CHRIST,

. F
_nH;;LJEMEH.IQJnEN IN OTHER WORDS JESUS CHRIST

I
HE 1S EEGT

ExERESSLaN OR.LQMMUNJLAIJEN OF GOD TO MEN, IF A
MAN DESIRES TO KNOW WHAT GOD IS LIKE AND TO HAVE

UNICAT OR FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD HE MUST COME
THROUGH 0D N TO US,
NAMELY , _THE lnpn lesus CHRIST, F TWO PERSONS ARE
GOING TO EXCHANGE IDEAS THERE MUST BE SOME

AND THAT
INSTRUMENT IS USUALLY WORDS EITHER.MRIIIEN OR
IT IS THROUGH WORDS WE COMMUNICATE GENERALLY

WITH OTHER PEOPI:E. % R.BLEA-LS_FH.E—}HQ-U-GHTS

(F B, MEYERS

[1. ths §AD FlESY
i

THIS COULD BETTER BE TRANSLATED * ME"” FOR
IT IS THE TRANSLATION OF ;EE WORD . IT IS
SO TRANSLATED IN_l;12 as “BEcome”. ACT OF
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HIS OWN WILL HE BECAME_{HUMAN FLESH. THE WQRD ELESH
IS A TERM COMMON TO MEN_AND ANIMALS. IT 1S

USED TO .REFER TO THA OF THE HUMAN
WITH WHIQH WE ARE BORN,
E SAYS: "IN THE LIKENESS QF SINFUL FLESH"
i%%ﬂé%%§ﬁ&ﬁ) WHEN REFERRING TO _CHRISI S INCARNATION,
AS THELMSIRUMENT OR E INTO WHICH
HRIST CAME TO ACCOMPLISH OUR REDEMPTION., HE TOOK

FLESH UPON HIMSELF IN ORDER THAT THROUGH HIS DEATH

ON CALVARY WE MIGHT BE FREE FROM THE BONDAGE OF THE
FLESH, JE¢Ls;LEEM_LM-A—HGNDEREuL_wAx DESCRIBED
HUMANITY_AND ITS WEAKNESS AND-DEPENDANCE- ON-OTHER-

UMAN
SOURCE® OF LIFE,
IT11. DHE MOiG
THE WORD DWELT MAYBE TRANSLATED “IABERNACLE"
OR LITTERALLY IO LIVE IN A TENT OR TO PITCH_A TENT.

EHE ROOT WORD IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE WORD :
ETER HSED THIS VERY TERM CONCERNING THE BODY HE
SAID;

) TABERNACL TQO STIR YOU 1P BRY PUTTING YOU IN
‘ﬁEﬁEﬁEEEﬁﬁEE; KNOWI NG IHAI_SHQR$%¥_1_M ST_PUT QFE
QRD __IESUS HRIST

ME (IT PeTer 1:13-14) 1IN OLD
TESTAMENT TIME THE LORD DWELT IN A TENT OR A
TABERNACLE. %&ﬂﬂuuu;_LmHAvE—NQJ;QWEL1_LN_ANX HOUSE
fxuge THE TIME_THAT | BROUGHT UP THE CHILDREN OF

SRAEL_OUT OF FGYPT EVEN T0_THIS D D
N A TENT AND A TABERNAC (Il SAMUEL /:6
[E_“mmil.” WAS \ -

[ON OF _THE GREAT D
S A MATTER OF FACT, THE VERY RAIIERN

AND DESIGN POINTED TO THE.lNCARﬂA;]LELJMi_uHRlS

THE TABERNACLE WAS PART OF ISRAEL_S_LLEE_DUPING
THE S, T WAS—A-TEMRORARY-—-RROMVESION

S 0F-ISRAELS
@-msnm.s T WAS [T wAs

S

"\

ON THE OUTSIDE, MADE OF UNATTPACTIV
BADGER _S . 1T WAS THE M 20

WHERE OOD_AND MAN MET.
WHERE THESRLGH DBRIES - Y,
PRESEN®&. OF GOD IN THE TABERNACLE AND MPLE WAS
CALLED THE SHEKINAH GIORY, IHERE IS A SENSE IN

WHICH_(OD "IAS-ALWAYS DWELT OR BEEN AMONG HIS PEOPLE.,
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IN A UNIQUE AND SPECIAL WAY, WHEN JESUS CHRIST
) CAME TO EARTH_GOD WAS IN THE MIDST OF HIS PEOPLE
AS_NEVER BEFQRET

IV. WE REHELD HIS GLORY

THE_Fl OF E
HE WOR IS RELATED TO THE

NGLISH WORD WHICH MEANS «FO—GAZE—WRQN .
JOHN USED IT';%EeéégHN ] WHEN HE SAID: "THAT

WHICH WE_HAVE S EN WITH QUR FYFQ,_UHTF‘H WE HAVE
ll. A-NP

DS "OR
= OHN 1:1.) JUST AS THE DIVINE
PRESEN®S, OF GOD WAS MANIFESTED IN THE TABERNACLE,
SO THE DIVINE PRESENCE QF GOD WAS MANIFESTED IN
THE PERSON OF CHRIST. ‘ROM TIME TO TIME IN THE
QLD _TESTAMENT, (0D MANIFESTED HIS GLORY -EQR-MEN TO
SEE SUCH AS IN THE AND TO THE ~RRORHETS
AND IN HUMAN HISTOR%E%g%FMANIFESTED ?ns'GtUhY

- N THE PERSON OF HIS SON THE LORD JESUS UHRIST.
£ S, AND IN HIS , :
THE - cO HE WORD \_rn.ue IS NOT

US TO UNDERSTAND BECAUSE IT HAS AN
ABSTRACT QUALITY T CNE CANNOT BY A POUND_OF
G )

_K : HIS WORD INVOLVES
yAND DUTY ' ON EARTH SPEC}F%%%%Eaéﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁfggé%%%ggég
PRAISE : T IS BOND UP IN THE
SRS - MA Y

GLORY OF HRIST IS THREEFO%%E%hL
fﬁﬁﬁﬂgiﬁkgﬁkaﬂx—-THAr IS, THE GLORY
CONCERNIN RIST THE ON OF GOD AND HIS EQUALITY

WITH GoD THE FATHER, OEEFCIAL=6LORY--THAT
) GLORY WHICH_ BELONGS TO CHRIST IN HIS-MERLATORIAL
w—=EARPACLITY, [T IS THE GLORY ASCRIBED TO HIM WHEN HE

Eom




T
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FINISHED HIS GREAT WORK ON EARTH. ( 3) MorAL GLORY--
THIS GLORY CONSISTS OF THE PERFECTIONS WHICH
CHARACTERIZE HIS EARTHLY LIFE AND MINISIRY. [IHERE
1S A SENSE IN WHICH HIS ESSENTIAL AND_OFEEICAL-GLORY
WAS_VEILED DURING HIS—EARTFHLY-MINISTRY, HOWEVER,
HIS COULD NOT BE HID AND SHINES_EQRTH

. |HE ouT-
STANDING ILLUSTRATION OF CHRIST'S GLORY WAS ON
THE_MOUNT OF TRANSEIGURATION.

V. TUEQULY BEGOTIEN OF THE FATHER

THIS PARTICULAR PHRASE %s USED IN THE BIBLE

TO DESCRIBE AN QNLY CHILD. To BE SURE, 10D HAS
“BUT-THERE 1S A SENSE IN WHICH THE

ORD ESUS HRIST 1S ABSQLUTELY AN COMPLETELY

PALQUE. DI STINGUISHED FROM AL OTHER CHILDRENOF
00D, ~ JOHN USES THE TERM-MONOGENES IN hﬂ&mL3_lﬁ TO

REFER TO GOD'S UNJQUE-SON THAT IS
T%?Eﬁgﬁp THIS TERM 1S USED T0
SCRIBE ISANC$§E§§§§E%;éﬁ:ABBAHAM WHEN HE WAS TRIED,

AND HE THAT HAD RECEIVED THE

> 1T
EEEBREWS ?E-EEE ﬁBRAHAM HAD OTHER SONS BUT wkSAAC

A @9, (IHE STORY IS TOLD THAT IN THE FALL OF
’ZZJ_THE MANAGER OF BALTIMORES LARGEST HOTEL REFUSED
/ LODGING TO A MAN DRESSED LIKE A _FARMER BECAUSE HE
THOUGHT THE MANg LOWLY APPEARANCE WAS A DISCREDLT
TO THE HOTEL. S0 THE MAN OF SHABBY APPEARANCE LEFT
THE HOTEL AND FOUND LODGING ElSEWHERE. LATER THE
INKEEPER DISCOVERED TO HIS HORROR THAT HE HAD
URNED AWAY THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

NI TUICKLY THE INKEEPER SENT A NOTE
TO THE VICE-PRESIDENT. ASKING HIM TO RETURN AND TO
BE THEIR GUEST AT THEIR EXPENSE, JEFFERSON REPLIED
BY SAYING HE HAD ALREADY ENGAGED A ROOM AND THAT IT
WAS HIS OPINION THAT IF THEY HAD_ND_ELALEwEQR_A

ACE FOR THE VICE'PRESIDEN_ oF_lugg' .
WORLD HAD MO _BOOM FOR 20D SON, E

' S_UNIQUE_SON
WAS D_TO FOR NO OTHER REASON OTHER
THAN ﬁE CLATMED:TO BE THE SON OF (OD,
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VI FULL OF GRACE AD TRUTH

THE WORD FULL IS FROM A WORD THAT IS TRANS-
LATED TO DESCRIBE THE FILLING OF THE BASKETS AS
FTER THE M%RACLT OF CHRIST AS_RECORDEDIN
JATTHEW 1l4:._(-';‘-.L TrIS7lleEDITO DES%
OF » ( LUKE ):%h . 1T CHARACTERIZED
WH51WAS FULL OF THE R hY GHOST AND WHO WAS
FULL OF GooD wWorks., (Acts /:55, 9375C HERE HAVE

BEEN MANY PEOPLE ON EARTH WHO BOTH.TOLD..OR=SROKE
T Al 2

AETRUTH _AND WHO WERE GRACIOUS-AND_ CHARMING-MOST
O-E-T-HMLM.E_BH[ ONLY I;U.lﬁ THE SON OF_GOD COULD 1T
PE SAID TH%T E WAS OF GRACE AND TRUTH,
'‘JIRACE GOD S UNMERITE VE AND FAVOR AND TRUTH

SOME UHRISTIAN PEOPLE ARE-CORRECT—IN-_DOGFRINE,

THAT IS THEIR OPINIONS ABOUT THE "“ORD OF 0D 1S
CORRECT BUT THEY ARE EXPRESSED IN AN UNCHRISTIAN
UNGRACIOUS, DISCOURTEOUS FASHION,

THE_GENTLE _EALANCE OF GRACE AND_TRUTH, |HIS VERSE
CONCERNING THE LNCARNATLION-QE.LHRIST WAS NOT RECORDED
Y JOHN SIMPLY TO INCREASE OUR THEOLOGICA OWLEDGE,
T WAS GIVEN IN ORDER THAT MEN MIGHT KNOW SOMETHING

N OF CHRIST AND

(™ OF THE MAGNITUDE OF THE PERSO

_%%%g£§§=ﬁym_lNIQ_THE%RI%lMES BY AN_ACT OF FAITH,
_ SE WITH Joun 1:12-13) —




"' THE SECRET OF CHRISTMAS"
Luke 2:19

Awbiidai=School-teachar was explaining to her class

f~\the meaning of Christ's coming to earth. After
telling of His birth, she reminded her students that
we do not linger at the manger but rather look to the
Cross . where He died for our sins. .She.cancluded
s ”Our Lord came to earth to
dle on the Cross that-weasallomightobe fxee.'' One
little boy had a very puzzled 1ook-—she asked him
what was wrong---"leacher,.lin.not free-=1"T! g’
Many-people are like that small boy--they do not
he meanlng of our Lord!s birth.
Many look upon Christmas simply as a time when kids
get more mME, a few days off from amls, an opport-
unity to.gdeimk more than normally would, time when
we send' ggpds to people from who we seldom get greet-
ings except at this time of the year. Several years
ago a lady in New York City was head to comment as
she looked at a.natlxlty_scene in a department..stoxa
window-~" now they are trying to bring religion into
Christmas!’'’ More than we realize, this woman ex-
pressed the materalistic secularism—philosophy that
grips the hearts of many Americans emem at Christmas
time.
The Psalmist s-po-he Sfommseeretain I hiswew . . . .
"Ibe secret of the Lord is with them that fear himZ “Qﬁ“
In Mary we see a Hebrew woman who did indeed fear the
Lord and I am going to suggest that those things "
she pondered.in. .her.heact!'.might.well.have.-been-cha
real significance of Christ' aming

2 s . : .
I. THE PREDICTION OF THE ANGEL GABRIEL-~-Lk. 1:26-35

In this passage s 31/35 _especially the truth

of the is emphasized,

Matt. 1:18/20 this same truth is related to Joseph.

With all that might be said about this passage,

§§=ﬁhdamls pointing out the wniqueness of Christ's
irth

*** 1t has been my joy to be present when both of
our children were born. Our firstborn came into this
world after a most hectic night--during exam week
or just after in seminary--crisis at the plant--
worked all night getting ready for day crew. At
o about 4:30 or 5:00 a.m, fellow classmate said:
"Wouldn't this be some day for that baby to arrive!
It could not have been more than 5 minutes when
the plant guard contacted me=--you had better hurry
home--its time to go to the hospital,
Our second arrived in the middle of the night

\
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in v, 43, Ellzabeth recognized the divine nature and

significance of the circumstances which had so resent-
rn\ly'blessed the life of Mary, it was indeed a time of

praise!l

It is interesting to notice that all men can be div-

ided into tow camps re Jesus Christ:

(1) Those who Eﬁggggg His name--either in word,deed,
or attempte DEUtrdlltY.

(2) Those who gzg%‘g His name---word and life, A life
that brings glory to God.

I1II. THE PLACE OF JESUS BIRTH--Lk. 2:1-7

The fact that there was no room in the inn that

night when W came to earth has
within it a remarkable z ek Kes

. Here came from heaven
to announce His birth--an there is no room for him to
be _borne=--to the stables His. mother. is. sent! How
little did the world realize waht a great event was

happering that night! Those-in-thewimn.were. oblivieus

fﬁ\tﬂ.ﬂlﬂk.ﬂﬁﬁ.hﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ&ﬂgo One reason--zgﬁx_egzeq,no att-
. 'ention to God's Word--Mic. 5:2. Men en as today

and had no time

e Luke 2:7
is a sad verse because it reflects the reaction of
men of 1 when it comes to their relat-

iSRS LAt IONS

lonship to Christ...nowmeem. .Education, sovernment,

—bduic affairs haomes, even in W
no room! (John 1:11-12)

In this place, the meeting palce of heaven and earth
on that silent night long ago there was none.

none to watch, not a word of public display
is like that--He is not dependant on man, 3
gomaaplanm&eubntbmnlt would be in the

.—W ) shheshest. doctors ,-the-best.Les -
_Pital(suit/with every safe-guard, The king of kings
surroundings without world

was born in the humblest
wide attention oracclaim. . There was.no-publicity .

IV. THE PEOPLE WHO CAME TO WORSHIP HIM--Lk. 2:8/15

,n\ Luke refers to the.shepherds. Matthew to the
A ——isesMen. In each case, God spoke to them in a

way they would Hgéggﬁﬁg%g. The Wise-Men studied
the stars. The shepherds were devout Jews of the
lowly class of people. They were familiar with

the doctrine ofangels--ti was by angels that
K\k _men_in the 0,T, .comunicated with God. They were

RIS messengers.




These men learned of the Saviour as they were going

about their gaily tasks, Nothing new that night--

until the message from the angl came and then their
fn\vdxﬂmuiaie_mas_changei.

! There is one in the entire story of
Christ's birt

Hugble suxroundings, s, humble_woxshippe:s
and a simple faith.,.v.l5. There was nn.dnnhttﬁg no

arguing, no oymieal approach. True worship.of our
Lord is. —.E- We do not need the pagentxry and

ritewalistic %Wof men. All we mneed (@
V..THE PURPOSE OF JESUS BIRTH-~Luke 2:11 and 1:31

In understanding. the. purpose of His birth we

understand the secret of Christmas. Today men
remember the manger where He was born and seek

hide from the c where He died. _Tell us about
mmﬂmmmmm 4 1
{1t bef God. i l dod 3 £ Ci 3oy

Recause the true i

pepukar in this world., Meueda.aa&mkenm.beﬂxold
about_theerSLBS,“thEJr;ngad"aﬁnhamngahemnwagain.
Mary knew the secret of His birthe--so di

]
ﬁ Sh.ap.’b.e.rds, me@
. Now His work is finished at Cal-
e

vary--th lour has come and God requires men to

do something about His death s-fhe—two-greatest
wibetds. hirth---no room in the inn.
whbbehis.death-~-soldiers gawbled for the only thing
he possessed--his seamless robe,
They wanted his '"'garment'" but not
Him,

2 Secret o tmas? Men still do not
chey spea e good Jesus, the great
teacher, the moral example, the founder of Christ-
ianity but now as then thev do not understand the
reason He came when the angél made t so clear--
N\ Matt. 1:21.® Luke 19:10  John 10:10

%M‘——'M
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"THE SECRET OF CHEISTMAS" \
Luke 2:19

Luke is the gospel written especially to Centiles. The
beloved physician himself was thought to be a Gentile. ‘he

B person to whom the letter was addressed—ms was a
@ Gentile, Luke points out the Gentile guleps of thne day--—

Emperor——Agustus and the Governor-—-Cyrenus. lie are deeply

indebted to Luke for this lovely gospel of praise and beauty.

In the ancient East, the position of women was not one of

elevation but rather of low esteem. It was said that am
in his morning prayer thanked God for 3 things:

ﬁaot a Gentile(@ Wot a slave (F) Not a woman

Yet, Luke gives a special piace to the women in the narrative

about the birth of Christ.(Heference to Elibeth, ary, Anua.)

it woulc appear as if he were tel.iing the story from a woman's

point of view., For that reason let us consider the text:

hat were some of the thnings Mary was pondering in her heart?
Tiough Luke does emphaize the place of Mary at the birth of

B e s e i S
but % in the life o hrist as recorded in the
els:

Gosp (1) Marriage of Cana (2) Matt. 12:k6 (3) John 19:26

T, THE UNUSUAL EIKTH OF HER SOMeLuke 1:26-56
It has been my Jjoy to be present when our Lwo daughters

pere borm—--it was a veryw for our family--but
notning special for otners Tor 1t hapuens every day all

over the world., Fut this is not the case concerning Christ,
n vears pone hy, (we) have preached on the Virgin Firth at
least a couple of times in the past L years. Yet this doc-
trine is greatly misunderstood. OSome think it means the
same as the Catholic dogma re The Immaculate Conception ije
(ary was preserved from original sin) This lacks any Eib-
lical foundation.
re)nave used many of the 0.T. references such as the great
verse in Isa. 7:l "Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear
a son and shall call nis mame Immanuel." Matthew interp.
the meaning of the verse in Matt. 1:22-23, We nave pointed
OUT L1E i’ 1128 brought men into the world,

1. Adam—-no numan parént.(conflict with Evolution)

2. Bve- Just the male of the species

3. Normal-— male and female

lj, Kary-—  just the female,
Let us examine however just the events recorded in Luke:
A. The Appearance of Gabriel--1:26-38

This ought to tel: us something about the importan of
this birth, Heaven is involved and interested. This is
ﬂ the very angel who stands in the presence of Gody It

would indicate that the Father is vitally interested in
this activity. This is his 2nd trip to earth in 6 months.
The last time a reference to Gabrael was in the Eook of

} Daniel——8:16; 9:21 In fact the 2 reference in Daniel
and 2 in Luke the only referencet Gybriel in Scripturel

- e,



5
Heavenly dignitaries did not appear at insignificant events
kmxsgxig in history.(The same is true today--they reserve their
presence for the special occassions.)
B, The Antiouncement of Elizabeth--l:l2-!5
"my Lord"  Elizabeth believed the word of the angel as to
the identity : ild to be born of Mary,
C. The Adulation of Mary--l:lj6-56
This passage is the final answer to those theologians of
the gutter who sug gest 1mmoral 1deas about lary. This is
ot the f ; ame——it is the rejoicing

~
IT. THE UNUSUAL BA.KGiOUND OF EVENTS=—Luke 2:8-20

‘*%hen a Bing is born it is an event for world wide attention
and acclaims Publicity to all but especially the well-
bom, the aristocrats of the world, The unusual factor in
this passage is tiabt the first birth aniouncement came from

Shepher of people. They were looked

down on by the i o ' . They were just about as

common and simple as folk could gete As we read the account

before us we are impressed with one word--SIMPLICITY.

l. Humble surroundéngs -

! 2+ Simple humble parents——a lovely Hebrew mdden--a car-

( 3. Humble attendants penter.

) Le_vimple fajth-—"Let us now go even to Betinlehem,.."

{ (Mo doubting, skeptical attitude)
This one word has marked N.T, Christianity from its
beginning. The gospel message is simple. (It can be
understood by all--regardless of education. True
worship is simple., No pagentry, no rituwal, just taken
up with the Saviour--as the shepherds and Wise-men
were.
This has never changed—-where it has it is of man's
doing=-not God's,

I1T. THE UNSUUAL BEHAVIOQUR IN THE TEMPLE--Lk. 2:L1-52

Twelve years of time have elapsed from 2:39 and L0 to

verse Ll. These have been called the "gi 5
We would like to know—but this is not the emphasis of the
Bible,

It was Jewish custom that at the age of 12 GelimGkags d
over to ﬂ%ﬂ*ﬂﬁ@' Every make within 20 miles of Jer. came

to the Tem le. He became a W
lkeason he was left: Women usually starfed early since they

of ten traveled more slowly. Men started later but would
cateh up in time for evening meal and rest.

(Sermon: 'he lidssin: Christ"---- Gone and many do not
realizet.
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The secret of Christmas—the things llary pondered in her |

heart are now perhaps a little more plane to us. Mﬁ
had &g GGkataddanslip to Cod the Father. She would see

soon that the event a e time of his birth was hlghly si g-

nificant. @0 room in the inn soon no room in 11
.(:lm—-they lifogoeae B . o room in the nation and most of‘

all in the hearts of menl Une one place where room for Him——
a wooden Cross outside the c1‘t.y-—to die as a common thief,

The fweo great 3 art
revolving about the same person-—-The Son of Gode

What is the secret of Christmas? Men giill don t kugy'

They talk about thwﬁﬁks, the good he did] how w onderful
that he lived—but the world still does not know-——-just a@
like the shepherds—-lilagi, Simeon, Anna. L) b L]
Born this day ea3.2aXiguleces. o ofrom their sinsl

Qr_wm...on the benefits of his life,
Chapman) His garments but not the Christ.

Mr,




0 _COME, LET US ADOR@ S,Z‘f'cm Hom 2

The shepherds medw and-not.in what
. JBrue worshipens of God are interested in
.P"'\God for what Q@R , not for what.they can getsoutsofaiin'

a. The Appearance of Jesus Brought a the
p==  World = verse 10 %ﬂ.‘.—{
o wews for

The Gospel is met a message of-g#@@m- It transforms lives
and brings _joy into- the.human.beaxk. The one thing the
world cannot_duplicate from the Christian life is that of
joy. Christ brings joy into the life. 'These thi have I
that my joy might remain in you, and that
be full. ohn Whenever Chrlst is
brought into the llfe,.;n;r will always be pre€?d 8z.c

b. The Saviour Came tgo

verse 11

@you and 1 were not_needy-sdimpners., then Jesus not have
me to earth. (Luke 19:10, Romans 3:10 and 23)%&“
wassgood and not sinful_jin _pature then the life, stry
and death of Christ was the greatest yagfe in all of history.

f"\ He steadfastly declared that the purpose Qf His mission was

to_save the tost. That is exactly what the Gospel has been
doing for over 2,000 years. Apart from Christ, g man can

be saved nor will be saved. This is the prl ry reason for

His redemptive work on Calvar S Bens o §inmed,
"y n.1ﬂn-3‘ Sin W ers
c is Always Assoa1ated With Cm verse 13=14

People who know God i i . a sinner knows
Christ, it will bring to an to men. |

[0F3

d. The Message of Christ Requires Immediat verse 15

Emphasize the wo@ When the shepherds heard the good |
news of the birth o hrlst, their response was -immediage.

is when you-hﬂa;..nha..message
of the Gospel. You have no other=prpmise in the word of

God of amether.oppestumity. Now is the ay of salvation.

(AL L .

. ENEERSVHO CAME TO ADORE HIM - verse 25-35 om Z‘,/
R — )
ﬁrhe word Simeon means wu. At a time in Israel's

history when the
and had for the most part settled down to a lifeiofsempty-rit 5

Godhadamnwhow% h 5 { 5‘& Q

\ S o



0 COME, LET US ADORE HIM 3

a. Simeon, A Spiritual Man
ﬁ Everything about this passage indicates that here was a man
g living in a time of » who recognized that
God would do something in Isr The messianigiliepc-lived
o dn his heart. He was 11v1ng i ] the city cf the
great king, the place where God had said the messianic hope
would rest. Simeon was theresonebhmsspot. He is characteri
as being and deggut. The word devout suggests reverence
and erRiag- the - ehing f§od.. There are several
references to the ministry of the pagif> in Simeon's
life. The spiritual man is the man who is associated with
thedinpipatpinde. His splrltuahty is further 111ustrated

g t 1me

“God cat ”S‘peak t’o His people . but s’fé“éh'

| most often in the w bécause this is where the
Word of God and the Christ of God are exalted.

b i Was A Dependable Man = verse 25
ﬁ "' Simeon was whépe

, doing the zdghtgthing at the xight

edme, when he saw Chrlst. The movement of God in our lives
is alwayseofisligigde . The man who is willing to wait upon
God is the man who will see God's Chrj Simeon recognized

) Che (prob , their political,
religi anad pexgona pro- be resolved when the
“Messi came. The consolation of Israel was bound up in a
The same is true today. The hopes and needs of the
world are bound up in a person.

c. Simeon Was A Man of Vision - verse 30-35

Simeon saw -chesdiessdal as having a werldewide-impaet and not

just upon Israel. God'w is for all men.
To Simeon, the baby he held in his arms was GhGeboRtmafelhs
okl -

ADO

IIT. SR, WHO CAME TO[WORSHIP HIM - verse-36=38
A

The story of An : t the beginning. Here was a woman who

ﬁhad known th& early in their married life.
Instead of i i and pebedddeus toward God, she turned
out of the deepest tragedy of her life.

§2 Loy does this to people. For some,Wh but



O COME, LET US ADORE HIM 4

for others it makes their faith grewedeampar and makes them

more_dependent upon God.
a .“ At that time when many people become-didfieult and

distrubed, Anna was grouw. Age-is an—-enemy=eoi
. When sorrow wrecke er 1ire she spent her life in

service to God in the temple. She seldom missed a service. With
both Simeon and Anna, we learn a valuable lesson concerning the

m It was here most of us were gaed, it is here that

"~ we are ed from waekehewmeek, we werc mggmded here, some of
us will be i ere, and why should we have to beg people

.to attend. EWMM,.W’S

dife. Age had taken away her physical strength but not her

i She had been waiting for the redemption of

‘When all .axound her seemed

L1

i .on bopimg . With all of these three groups
and peop ho came to worship Christ, it can all be summed up

in vers

e — o — /o

oy x ne: - = e
. Salvation is in a person and men are not ready to
worship God until they have come to Christ. On this Christmas
Eve, man's most solemn responsibility is to come to Christ and
be saved.
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i " A MAN CALLED SIMEON"

4 y /Fu e
! o I~

Intro:

Uver the course of several years of preacdhing on the
Christmas theme, we have examined bothsof the Synoptic gospels
which record the birth of our Lord. #~atthew gives the gen-
eology of (Jos §§>snowing Jesus to be of the legal line of
Lavid --thus properly in line to the royal torone. Luke
gives the genelogy of Maryy This genelogy 1s.b1nlnglcaL in
nature. e have looked & the various worshippers who came to
see the Christ child, we nave examined the_political scene
at the time of dfis birth, the other factors involved; we have
examined several O.T, propnecies wnich culminate at the birth
of Lhrist etc. etc. This year for the first time, one of the
lesser know worshippers caught my attention and a great deal is
sald about this event early in the life of Yesus.

Dr. Luke in presenting the man Simeon is very careful
to record what kind of man he was more than who he was.
*Somewhat like an inscription in a soldiers cemetary in Vir-
ginia{:iﬁyho they were no man knows, what they were all men
know, " — M
I. PIETY—-What **e Was v,25

The word "pious" has become a_synonomn for all that is
stilted, cold and_pretentious in religious
life. We say "#e is as pious as a judge, or as pious as
a prunel" However, the original meaning of the word is a
very good one* Webster: "ioyal devotiopn to parent, family,
race, cetc. Perhaps some of the meaning we attach to it
today is rooted in the historical usage of the term. _In
in G there was a religious awakening
1n the kutheran church called the E&%&éﬂ% L was to Germany
was_to *ngland. Ikelr purpose: To make Ch-
rlstlanlty practical rather thAMdEEdortNSdoxy. heturn to
the “ible, godllness and holiness. _Gnnd_ﬁhari_hui_ihe_mQIEr
e ip and perhaps
one reason the term has lost some of its true meaning,
His piety is manifested in several thnings in the verse:
A. Geographical Location—"in Jerusalem" _Av

Simeon was living in thf%l;i_g_e in accord with the
promise of the coming Messiah.
1. ve38 —-"redemption in J alenm"

2. Psalm 102:16-21

3. Isa. Uz2=3  2[j:23, 27:13, 31:5, 52:9-10, 62:6-7, 66:13.

He believed the 0.1. “criptures.
B. Moral Integrity-- "just and devout"




l. "just" same word used elsewhere as "righteous"

Yenotes uprightness of character. Waht he ought to
be. He offered proper sacrifices in faith etec. but
his faith did not rest on the ritual but in the promise

pl-‘ of God. Proper standing before God.
‘ ' 2."devout" )
From a Gk, vord €v Aaf> which means to take hold

of carefully or caut;ggs. enotes care, reverence,
godly fear, prudence in the toings of Yod.
Proper attitude before Uod.
This man was a “od-fearing man. Exercised care and
caution of his life before the Lord. Uncommon in that
day as in ours.istihie nave too many who take a shaliow vi
view toward “od.
Os Spiritual Interests ‘'"waiting"
A spirituaily minded man who recognized that the answers
to the problems in Israel, political, religious, etc. were
to be found in Messiah. #¥*All spiritually minded men
know that the answers of men's problems are to be found
in the Lord."the consolation of Israel'meant a person.
A divine deliverer as_kigoses in “gypt. Application:
}lhe situation is about the same---need Jesus Christ.

Church is waiting for Him. ( ot inactivity but eager
expectation.) "Waiting" suggests this. Heb. 9., HOPE

fﬂ\ II. PERCEPTI{N--What He Saw v.30
His name also suggestive of His perceptive qualities. In
the “eb. the root of the word means "to hear." In every
\\\ age, the uncommon man with the common name who hears the
word of Lod and heeds it.
“everal things in the yerses suggest more in this areas
A. Instructlon In the ight ‘hings v.26 '"Lord's Christ"
“he word revealed i most interesting. “t was used in
“reek to transact business or to give advice--to have
dealings with. *“e was a man Yod could "do business wi th"
because of willingness to heed Divine Instruction.
#ebible for us. WNot a cafeteria. Yod reveals Himslf to
thiose wno are willing to obey.
B. Direction By The fight Person To hight Place =-v.27
1. Holy opirit our Instructor and Director.
2. Temple--place of divine worship. **Application.
‘he church is pot the temple, but application is same.
C. Salvation in ‘he ight Person--v.30
When Simeon made This statement to whom was he referring?
Acts. L4312  Waht about this group? This religion?
Yalvation is in a Person--Jesus Christ,

ITI. PRUPHECY--VWhat He “aid--v.3L
"Fall and the “‘ise,"
A, Some Men Fall Because of Hims:
f 1, Judn gre—

2.
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B. Some len *ise Because of Him
lo Peter
2. Thief
3. Boseph of Ar.
L. ©aul of Tarsus
Point:
Wo middle ground, no on the fence business., Lither are

for or against “hrist.

##Copy story in booklet: .

The story is told of an_imaginary scene in heaven . t pict-

ures Yod calling the anéels togetiner immediately after tne fall

of Adam, i i i

deliver him from the curse of sin.

Une angéd:"l will ;o down to earth. I will live a-life of peace
truthand love before men. Thus man will want to do
good and not evil.

-Another angel: "L will go down and teaeh men the truth. I will

fill tneir minds wita precepts of rignteousness.

Brd.angel: "1 will go down to earth and tell man of a great

hope. Ill lure him out of his sins by music of
hope for the future.

To all of these Uod said no. He commended them for their noble

desires and lofty purposes--but they would never work.

Then in the silence which followed, 1he Son of Yod was heard to

speak: "Father I will go down, I will take the nature and body

of men, I will offer myself on the Cross, shed my blood to
redeem him. To this God responded "Yes." Eternal Son, “od
down, thou alone can redeem fallen men.

3

The story is imaginary but the truth is real.



T continuation of our Christmas subjects. Thlés‘sub;]ect. made
to stand out in my mind just this past week while visiting
m with a person in his place of business whom I had never met

before, #A most cordial greeting, with punch(fruitjuice) fruit-
r/c'aTEe_,_—f:—andy, an unusual spiwrit of cordiaility. One reason, it

/1_;6/;6_1.'!. was Christmas and people are just a _J.j_t&le_m_cér 7a_lq.ti..l_e_mo:e
willing. to.please.at tiis time of the year,— ceTrons; Eples

SomAL L,

In the Bible, the greetings surrounding the birth of Jesus
are very interesting=-with all of the angelic greetings there
was the accompanying reassurance to-—"Fear not."

I, THE ANGELIC GREETING TO JOSEPH CONCEENING THE BIKTH OF
JESUS— Matt, 1:318-25

A. The Seaetive Aspect of the Birth——v,18-19

At some point within the year of the engagement in which

Joseph and Mary were legally bound a great mystery

perhaps even

marriage., The text says "before" they came together as

man and wife she was found to be with child. Joseph

loved Mary very much—-_mg_j,ay said she could be stoned,

» But this was not the heart.

A of Joseph. Undoubtedly they had discussed the matter and
! it was just a much@a ﬁaﬁyto Mary as to Joseph.

Now the text states:

B. The Supernatural Aspect of the Birth--v,18 &20

These verses state clearly that the birth of Jesus had
its ng.gin and_source in the Holy Spirit. It was a speciz
whereby the personality

of the eterna was_clotued with human flesh anc
W born of the Virgin iary. However, t.ms is notuing near

2 fogic the Koman doctrine of the Immacuiste~€ pt
Mey say preserved Mary from orlginal sin. Mary was not
Nax sinless. The Saviour was indeed.preserved from.origihal
Mitadlons 3 ﬂ Sin, If this were not true, he would be just like any
Ll other son of Adam---the problem would be only in the
,'“"/ degree of deparvity——but with Him--none.
© Supernatural bieide cﬁ'\‘&f‘/a'or\) ~"Oue Mw-@u./.j)
Ce The Salvation Aspect of the Birth--v.21

He came to save men. We hear much today that would

suggest menwdon‘t-needesawimng, But the Bible and truth
- declare all men are sinners and-need-s—saviour,
Luke 19:10, Mark 10sLS, 1Pet. 2:2l, 1 Pet. 1:18
*’The burden of Scripture is not Zetulehem but Calvary.
His sinless. life did not deal with our sine...but his

—&uffering death didi

\ | >




D. The Scriptural Aspect of the Birth—v.22-23 ‘

"That it might be fulfilled... Mol 8 e

700 years before Jesus was born ’t?pxe exagt loeation of his

birthplace was predicteds..Bethlehem. _David alone was the ‘

anly. king of Judah ever born ihere...all other.
born in the royal cityesederusalem, Think of the eds-

kings were.

cumstanees to bring this prophecy to its_exact fulfillment.

(a.) Joseph was living in Nazareth in the North...90 miles

(be)

from Bethlehem. The deemee in the exaet.year of Mary's
expectations But they came in time for Jesus to have
been born in Bethlehem—not a day latel |
The significance of these prophecies can be stated

in centemporary language. Suppose-~700 years ago——
1266 someone wouldhave written in a book that a

Fellow naed Johnson who wauld be born in JohnsonCity
Texas would rule a great democratic nation of 200
milliont This was 200 years before Columbus even
discovered America! The wonders of Bible prophecy.

333 0.T. prophecies re Christl _Not one lefi undone.

Therefore, Matthew shows us that 19 centures ago, in an obscure
town in Palestine an event tock place which changed the course
of history andall mankind to thid daye Wot born of distinguish
wealthy parents etd.

II.

ITI.

THE ANGELIC GRELETING TU ZACHARIAS CONCERNING THE BIRTH

OF JOHN—- Luke lsll-l7

A,

B.

C.

John's Birth Was An Answer to Prayer--ve.l3

This should be w for us to pray. Li.uas ip
God's.plan to send John but it was His will to answer

wprayer.in.doing so. “cf. Hannah. 1 Sam.

John's Birth Was According to a Plan--v.15-17

God had a purpose for this son in the great program
of God. John 136

Like John, God's plan for us centers around His son,
Jesus Christ. No plan we devise apart from Christ is
God's will for usSe

John's Birth Was Accompanied With Praise--v.ll &5
Great Joy surrounds the things which are of God.

THE ANGELIC GREETING TO MARY CONCE.NING THE BIRTH OF

JESUS =-Luke 1:28-38

A. The Selection of Mary=-v,28-30

Favor with God. Fere is out of his mind. Pike too.

B, The Position of Jesus——v.31=33
C. Tne Question of Mary——ve3l
D. The Explanation of the Angel--v.35

M



IV, THE ANGELIC GREETING TO THE SHEPHERDS --Luke 2:8-10

A. A Humble Class of People
Always true of God. He comes to the lowly of the
earth. God does not act as men do. HMatt,. 18
Men who would enter into glory...humble. Luke 18,
B. A Heavenly Choir of Praise —-v.13-1}
Pegace on earth,..not governmentally possible today.
Matt. 11:28.....R0m. 5:1




A, WAspect of Christ's Birth
2

In verses 18 and 20, Matthew brings out the fact that
the seume® of Mary's conception was the Holy Spirit.
f“\Luka_ls also very careful to point out that this birth
‘was not like the others he as a doctor had witnessed--

it was unique. This was a _sSesesimissssr of the Haly
Spirit whereby the eternal Somn.of.God.Wasclothedudin
. Thesonlyshixih in human history wherby
the child was not tainted with original sin... thlS
1nc1udes Mary. ; -
ot i sSien: '"Behold I
was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother con-
ceive me."(Psa., 51:5) 1In Luke's gospel there is added
information about the birth of Christ: "And the angel
answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall owver-
shadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall
be born of thee shall be called the Son of God."
(Lk, 1:35) It is interesting to observe that another
place in the N.T. where the word oquexshadowed is used
has to dow ith the Mount of Transfiguration-- Mark 9:7.
The picture of a cloud engulfing people.
of Christ is one
of those doctrines that some so called evangelicals
do not wish to argue over--we should not be so dogmatic
on _some of these issues but rather find other areas in

whlch we may Leoperate--fdnd.cocnnon.ground., This is

& the monsground of Bible believing Christians and

il

--Q;D 153 an i ﬂ!?‘the next place of compromise will be

&i’te o mas and the .
Men who reJect the v1rg1n birth have little regard for

the inspiration of Scripture and blood redemption.
w who refer to the invitation at the close
of our services as a "sacred cow'" and who refer to us
i " Let me remlnd some of these
smug peopk that @ ' ~Bi
--=not what men thlnk it teaches.

B.;fhg_ﬁﬂgﬁngaéggect of Christ's Birth--1:21
The angel announced to Joseph that the baby to be born

of Mary would be a His name had been picked in
advance--# e word Jesus means Saviour and it
simply reflected the QEEEEQ and of His coming
to earth. Mark 10 45 Luke 19: 1 n 20:31-- the

~of record p01nted to this aspect
18 comlng--tuuqauawmon from their sins!
'%m of the Yord of God 1is not to put the emp-
asis on Bethlehem and the manger but on Calvary and
the Cross where He died. This fact is brought out not
only by emphasis but by implication-- one, Jfehird of the
material in the Synoptic Gospels deals with a single
week in the life of Christ, the last week in which He
died. Ome/hadf of the Gospel of John deals with the

last week-cthis is where God.puts. the emphasis!




Prophet=-~his earthly ministry, Priest---his ministry
for us today , Heb., 7:25 and King-- He is indeed the
king of the Jews and their King will be vindicated
before the eyes of the world.

mIII. THE GREETING OF THE ANGEL TO THE SHEPHERDS
Luke 2:8-15
When we see these men receiving the good news of
Jesus birth there is one oubssanding-featume of the
story--- the message did not come to the wililewaisahe
eeldsiousmeeds but rather it came to verywcommon-fold
tho were going about the

Aaffairs of 1ife. These men were probably in charge of
the flocks used for Temple offerings.,
if_is. usually the desire of men to be ‘ their fell-
Qws..to achieve a high place of -not so with
--born in a humble mapnger/stable, surrounded by
mm%_%m the Son of God came to bring hope and life
to all men. **( I remember the story of a king who
zould lay aside his royal garb and disappear in his
ingdom for days on end. He was asked if he did not
fear for his life and why he sought to do such things.
cannot rule my people unless I know how that live."
So our great God know how we live because he too has
{lLived among us asking no special favors above that of
ﬁthe COommon man,
L There is on other lesson to learn from the shep-
herds . xk When they heard about the Saviour their
response was imnediate--'""Let us now Z0eesas

When a man gets the news of Jesus..w.




"THE VIRGIN BIRTH"

This is one doctrine of the Bible which seems to stir up the
("3 S ics as no other, unless it might be the inspiration of
" Seripture. Since the day of my conversion, I have been read-
ing and studying what some of these men have to say to refute
tiis doctrine. Boils down to one idea--ithey reject anything
of the Superpatural in religion. Kkeally it isn't just the
Virgin Birth its anything that cannot be explained at the
altar of sgience. HKecently an articke wuich told wnat Baptists
believexr--bub.he.did not speak for me because in that article
he suggested that the virgin birth of Christ is an epidienal
@eedrine--some believe it some do not---,(Let me suggest the
alternative of tnose wno do not accept the truth of the bible
in this regard. Casting a reflection on Mary, God, Scripture.
If someone should sg such about their wife or mother they would
turn pale with rage.

What do we mean by the Virgin Birth of Christ? Jesus Christ

came into this world born of a woman who had never know a man,

Joseph was not hns earthly father for the Holy Spirit created wt
; the body by means of which the

Son of God would tabernacle among men. Thus he was not hainted

with an Adamic nature with which all men are born.

VI, THE RECOHD

Is the Virgin Birth a fact? Let us examine carefully the
declarations of Scripture.

A, Matthew's Account:
Comment: Unly Matthew and Luke record the birth of Christ.
Matl, deals more with Jaseph goes back to Dawid and Abggham.

Shows Jesus as hing of the-Jews. Jewish origins.

Luke deals with Mary. Goes back to“dam. The reason the
other 2 do notcarry the account is because liark presents
Corist as the servant, the worker, *“e needs no . gneeology.
John presents Jesus as the Son of God ans as such no gen.
is possible.(heavenly origin)

l, Matthew 1:18-20 Two references to the fact that the

Holy Spirit was the Persun invoived in
the conception of Christ.
In fact, the Spirit of God is very care-
ful to point this out in 1:16}

f"? 2. Matthew 1:23 Thisis the final word on the translation

of Isa, T:1ll

Here Matthew interprets the meaning.

Translation difficulties spring out of

a theological bias,

3. Matthew 1:25 Compare this with Luke 1:3)

. 4




B, Lukes Account:

1. Luke 1:26-27 This is the statement of a professional
’-q\ man highly trained in his field.
2. Luke 1:28-35 These are phrases which are never said
about guestionable women}
Ce Others Factorss

l, Jer, 22:29=-30 =—the curse on Coniah,
If Joseph had been the father of Jesus
He could not inherit the throne of David.
Yet Messiah must come thru that.ugyal

Aineof Soloman.
Unly solution--Messiah born of_g virgin who is a des-
eendent-of.David, marries a man of the ym royal line of
Solomon, making the husband his legal father.
2. Preservation of the Messianic line for 2000 years,
3. Foreknowledge®
son—name
sins--said of no other person in history.
L. Psychological factor of Mary with Eliz.
5+ The spirit of Christmas--in mythology where co-habitation
of gods w1th men nothing of purity or wholesomeness about
it. Buddah's mother married—-dreames a white elephant
gnq\ enter her——-ngthing of this im birth of -Christ. Children
) and adults love the sotry.

If the virgin birth were not true--Matthew and Luke were either
lying or misinformed. They have led millions to believe this
story. Point: If they are not accurate at this pbint how can
we be-sure-about.otier things such as the other miracles,
death, resurrection. Man becomes his own Saviour

Point: The same Holy Spirit who wrote Seripture is the same
person wino overshadowed the Saviour.
Today the situation is the same as in_John 8—men are still

casting aspersions as to the birth of~T8sUS= "I honor my
Father, and ye dishonor me,"

II. THE REJOICING

Examine carefully the lives of those who came to see the
Lord and interesting thing of all:
A, Wise lien=- "They rejoiced with exceeding great joy."

cf. Herod s/
B. Heavenly Host "I bring you good tidings of great joy ,
("’ which shall be to all people.” 2 10

Co Shepherds ™"And the shppherds returned glorlfying
and praising God... 2:20

This principle is true in our day. Those who know the

Saviour—-joy that comes by faith in Him. The_greatest

day.in human history--bethiehem==sidest-day-33-years_later
| e, T
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THE REASON

A, Reveal God—~John 3:16 and John 1:18
God's point of contact with men.
E. Rescue~Creation—Rom, 8:19-22
C. Hedeem Men
Matt. 1221, Luke 2:11
A Saviour for whom??????? How about you???7??
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PROOFS IN PROPHECY

Luke records in Acts 1:3 that our Lord showed himself

alive after his passion by many infallible proofsS....

£ ) Using this idea it ocurred to me that there are many proofs

= in prophecy regarding the person of Christ. In the pre-
ceeding weeks I have dealt with several 0.T, prophecies
regarding Christ, as inslsaiah-which:700years. before-His
birth foretold it would be of a girgin. Last week in dealing
with the 22nd=Bsalm we pointed out that this Psalm tells of
our Lord's crueifixien-1000.years before crucifixion was
known.as-a«type of.punishment. Today we will deal with 3
prophecies in the 0.,T. regarding Christ and His advents to
earth.

I. THE TOWN OF HIS BIRTH=-Micah 5:2

Every preacher has a dmeam of going to Palestine.
In our day, more and more are going, but most of us will
Jjust keep on dreaming=—-but if in the providence of God
this should ever become a reality for me, of all the places
I would like to see--and there are many—— one would be the
place where our Lord was born--Beihlehem. ( At this time of
year, thousands make there way to this little town.) Like os
many thj_ngs in 1j_fe’ Re lehem woirld mean -nothi s.»_-
) history if-Ghrist had not n-thepe, Perhaps n y has
ever been talked abaub.sg.much, unless perhaps it might be
Jerusalem: "0 little town of Bethlehem, How still we see
thee lie! Above thy deep and dreamless
. sleep The silent stars go by; Yet in thy
| dark streets shineth The everlasting Light;
~ The hopes and fears of all the years Are met
in thee tonight,"
anciner o Ao Ibs Name: (mopten Name
S Ml e name Bethlehem is really two words, m which

Na g
EPHRATAHY means "house" and™lehem"which means "hread"=="The

% | (Here came the Bread of Life)

wave ®ee 7o | Notice elsewhere where the prefix "Beth" is attached
r“”‘gg@ to words: "Bethel"——house of God

%ﬁ\ "Bethesda"—house of mercy
""Beth=Aram-~house of the mountain or high place.

"BEth-Fden—house of pleasantness.
B. Its Significance:
Why should a k e born in Bethlehem? was
i esty. v this little
town about 6 or 7 miles south of Jerusalem? This little
~ town whnw born and where RWbihicame to live.
C. Its Prophecy: '
| "1ittle among the thousands of Judah"
Bethlehem was insignificant in_size and pepulation.

Bpta1118d HRadePeomai®hnPTulehe 1125 e vory sanil.
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These words about o recall ind t this
is the t | ights.to.do--use the' litt)e ({things of

1. _M—-who plea.sed that he was "least" of his father's
house.
2. Mesa@s~-who declared his great inability--least a nation
out of bondagee.
3. David-~ small and fair of count. who defeated Galath, not
mighty Saull
4, JohmuB--it was a little lad that Jesus took the fishes
and loaves and fed the 5000
5. Naaman of Syria-- mighty and strong but a "little maid"
who told him about Elisha the prophet.
6. Widow.of Zarephath=- just a "little oil" and fiowmx
handful of meal.
7+ Sams8on-- jawbone of an ass
8. Great prineiple: L Cor. 13:R7 also 26
+eenot many wise...according to-human-estimates and
{ siandards; not many dafluencial andepguerful; not
m d-anhle..h&

anyof o

No for God selected what in the wordl is %,glil_s; to
put. thewise to shame, and what the world calls weak
to put the strong to shame...And God also salected...
what in the world is_Jlowbors and insignificant,
branded and treated with contempt, even the t.h:.ngs that
are nothing, that He might despose and bring to nothing
the things that are; So that mo mortal man should ...
boast in the presence of God. 1:26=29 A,N,T,

"Yet out of thee shall come forth.@rbm Israel

Isa. 9:6

"whaoe goings forth..from everla

Man recognizes the “going-fe

" of Jesus as from Beth-

from the ages of the ages.,.The Ete-:l.;nal e

D. Its Uniqueness:
T The startling thing about this prophecy is the time
element, Think of all the things that had to workh;o-

~gether to make this prophecy come true and if it hadn't
the inspiration of Scripture at stake. sdedacxee from

the Roman Government to start Joseph on his way to Bethlehem.

To take Mary with him. JChancg? No God the author and
arranger of history and “€G6r¥ding to His master plan,



II. THE TRIBE FROM WHICH HE SHOULD COME--Gen, 49:10

Of all the 12 tribes in Israel, why from Judah?

~ In accord with the Scripture--"SHILOH"——"peace-maker"
" n n
septre

The staff adorned with carvings and handed down from
father to son so that it became the symbol of ones
authorit

een his feetd- from among his descendents.

. L.SA.9 L
ITI. THE TRIUMPTH OF OUR LORD=-Psa, 110:1

Editorial in this weeks Life.Magazine in which the
editor points to the fact that Christians look toward
a glimax in history-—all moving toward a goal and the
one who determines the destiny of pations. I am sure
many of the things we believe he does not=-but one

general truth he has touched upon-- Goddnie dlistory.

LORD=~Jehovah - -
Lord--Master (Adonai) God the Father said to Son.
Matt, 22:41-45 t the Dei ist!

The Pharisees leve
Megsiah who would deliever them
(10 tsoney who wa s God
Christ not just a mere man-=the God-b
Proof:

1, Names— John L:1l <=

. “John 20:20
1 John 5:20

Biddnet d it und datt, 26:63=65
0 ol eb deny er
4

Attributes—-
' 3+ Works-- forgave sin--only God can do this
ol 5. | raised the dead,

/N 4, Worship (God alone to receive such)
-_L_':r a, Angels pefused such
| /C, a"‘\ b. Peter too
1 L"A/ c, Apostles
, But Christ accepted such--Matt, 28:9
Luke 7:37-38
1l Tim, 1:33 Paul a Pharisee--but his rejection of
Christ.

)
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CHRIST IN ISAIAH

Introduction:
“ Christianity is unique among the religions of the
1 world. You can have Buddhism without Budda

without Confusius,-Islam.without Mohammed but there would
be no Christianity without Christ for He is the core

and the whole. The history of the human race has its
focal point in Christe—~the whole Sible points to Him

and to Calvary. In the Qld Testament the writers said
"He is coming, in the they said "he is here" and
in the epistlies they said ™ i ain"——-hence it
could be said that all Biblical history is really "his
story. 700 years before the babe Jesus was born in the
lowly stable in Bethlehem, Isaiah told us some interesting
things about the coming Saviour.

I. HIS VIRGIN BIRTH-- Isa, 7:14

A. A Current Battleground:
1. Began in our day in the 20's and 30's in the
£ ) conflict between the "fundamentalists and the
L /l{"“’ ists——today the modernist has changed
L nspieaT, on | his name—Neo-Orthodox but the battle still
H——_ rages.(An interesting experiment to ask some of
D the prominent preachers in the greater Detroit
if they believe in the Virgin Birth of Christ.)
2+ Translation of the R,S,V,

In the first editions it appeared as "woung

—__a,}__r_v;_t;e\ woman? In the later edition changed back to
"virgini! Answer of E.J. Young in Studies in
Isaiah

3. Still a problem with some--just recently a
professor at a leading Presby. Seminary was
brought before the General Assembly. Problesm

Among Southern Baptist and a prof. at their
newest Seminary in Kansas,

Why don't men want to believe in the Virgin Birth

QM/A Christ? (Explain what it means)

No?: FS In this ase of rationalism, skepticism, materialism,
~— men scream that it is not "scientific" it can't be
proven in a test tubel FAPéfve XE v

If a person does not believe in the virgin birth of

M  Christ he is faced with several terrible alternatives:

ﬂ 1. That the Bible is inaccurate at this point—-—
Matt, 1:18-23 (The angels of heaven believe it})
Matt, 1:16 Joseph was Jesus legal not bio-
logical fahter.
Problem: If the Zible were not true here, how

can we be sure elsewhere—-all of nothilng)

N




R+ That Mary lied ——Luke 1:34
s#%McClain at Occidental College to a lecture where
a man siid_not necessary to believe the Virgin Birth.
McClain ask him the aternative and the man got mad.
Then McClain sopke out sayving the speaker was teachin
something about Christ that he woull turn rpatevidtH
anger if someone should suggest it about his wifel
3./ Two psychological tests to strengthen the truth=-not
that the Bible is not enough——for it is!

@Mary's trip to Elizebeth--Luke 1:46

(This is not the action of a woman in sshame!l)
@ The Place of the Christmas Story in History
\\(We tell this story all around the world to our

Children with the greatest M, blessing—~I would
suggest that none of thi possible if not born

of a virgin.)

No couple who had a child out of wedlock could

ever have a "sinless seon" and Christ was that!
His yirgipn life is as astounding as his virgin
birth!
(God's 4 ways of giving bodies)

@ o) aey Cowld Have Savell IHis Lire

. HIS VICTORIOUS RULE=~ Isa, 9:6

This verse is quoted every Christmas and too be sure
it does speak of our Lord's incarnation (in Tlesh)
But Isaiah saw beyond Bethlehem, beyond “alvary to
that day when the Son of God takes up the rule on
earth of the throne of David. Sxv/Za v 7 3, 7

A, Names Refer to His Characéer: (His Deity)

B, The world has not seen the last of Christ.
On his shoulder the divine goverrment of God will
rest. The world doesn't need a better philosophy,
or system but a PERSON] of character, strength and
wisdom with power to rule for God and men.,
IS.B.._?._:Z and.‘ D&n. 2144

A - . D .’é
ITI. HIS VICARIQUS SUFFERING--Isa., 53

In our place, (Incident at the Barber shop--would you
like to pay his debt too! Exactly what Christ didl
Our sins--not his |}

IV. HIS DAY OF VENGEANCE--Isa, 61:1=2

His first coming—-he preached the "acceptable year of

the Lord=—=the door of s lvation si wid —_
"whosoever will" wafa apsn

.
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But this is only half of the story Salvation is free,
God pleeds for you to be saved today. One day, as in the
gays of Noah, God is going to deal with man and his sin--
God Must Punish Sin} Look at Clavary to see how much
God hates sinl

éﬂ-HStory of Saviour and Judge)
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CHRIST BUT THE SUBJECT IS DEALT WITH AS ONE CONTINUOUS
EVENT WITH NO BREAK IN THE VERSE.) ACCORDING TO

/™ Is. 9:0 WE LEARN THREE_PRIMARY IDEAS ABOUT THE LORD
JEsus CHRIST:

I. HIS HUMANITY - “FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN”

o Sin{

{ WILL BE BORN

THIS V. TEACHES THAT
OF A WOMAN, HE wWAS NOT,
TAUGHT, SOME KIND OF [FREAKISH GOD WHO CAME DOWN FROM
THE HEAVENS BEARING THE APPEARANCE OF _.PART_MAN AND
<2ART_ANIMAL OR SOMETHING OF THIS SUPERSTITOUS NATURE.
THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT THE LORD JESUS CHRIST BORE

ALL THE MARKS OF.ABIRUE_HUMAN_BELNG- HE BEGAN H1s
LIFE AS A BABY IN DETHLEHEM S MANGER, AND

DEVELOPED INTO.PEREECT MANHOOQD, E
C R HUMAN NATURE7WITH ONE EXCEPTI%?E
OR :

._As_aARI_oa_xnus-uuun?iuazuEE. HE WAS BORN WITH A
PURE HUMAN NATURE. IN THE FINEST SENSE OF THE WORD,
JESUS WAS REPRESENTATIVE OF ALL HUMANITY. BECAUSE
HE WAS INDEED_HUMAN, HE_1S ONCE _AND FOREVER LINKED
P ERYWHERE
OF HIS INTEREST AND SYMEATHY_LMHIHELB" HALF BECAUSE
HE IS INDEED "IHE MAN" (HRIST JESUS. UR LORD
ANIFESTED TRUE HU%%% EMOTIONS WHEN IT SAYS IN THE

IBLE THAT HE WAS_( , HE , HE WAS _MEARY,
THLIRSIY, SLEEPY; L TR o DAL
DISCIPLES ON THE ROAD TOCEMMAUS HE SEEMD AS ANY

OTHER.QRDLNAﬁi_CLILZEN. 8
SHE MISTOOK HIM FOR A GARDN

[JARY IN THE :

RAND TO THE‘._mscrpLﬁ\s)
RETURNING FROM A FISHING EXPEDITION HE LO TKE
ANOTHER MAN STANDIN SHORE AS THEY RETURNED.
AS THE TEXT EMPHASIZES THE FACT THAT_EHRLSI;S_EEREECI

, IT IS VERY OBYIOUS THAT THE REFERENCE

IN THIS V. IS NO ORDINARY CHILD. [HERE IS SOMETHING
MERY _SPECIAL ABOUT THIS CHILD WHO WAS BORN, THE

TERMS OF THIS DESCRIPTION COULD FIT NO OTHER PERSON
IN ALL OF HISTORY AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN. HE

IS UNIQUE .
[I. HIS DEITY - “UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN"
N THE DEITY OF CHRIST IN THIS VERSE MAY BE DIVIDED |

INTO TWO MAJOR AREAS:




- Lovh!
e 3‘;Q [ Bl

g ¥
IS ; ;
™ Jesus CHRIST s GoD's GRACIOUS GIFT TO MANKIND,

HOWEVER,_QUR LORD DID NOT BEGIN HIS EXISTENCE IN
’ MANGER FOR Equ;4mm_oM54wﬂL¢m3
ALWA STED BEFORE IN ETERN BETHLEHEM WAS
HIs INCARNATION, THAT 1S, -HE_BECAM 4 BUT THIS
WAS JUST THE DOQR.IHF -ugu WHICH HE ENTERED INTO
HUM L 0F _CHRIST IS _NOT A QUESTIC
THAT NEEDS TO BE DEBATED DAY, |1HE BIBLE ABQUNDS
¥ITH VER?%? ON THIS SUBJECT. FOR EXAMPLE,
ITUS Joun 20:73, THERE IS A MARGINAL READING

"OF _JOHN_ 1:18 THAT HAS ALWAYS APPEALED TO ME:

GOD AT ANY BEGO

ON, WHICH IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATH
DECIARED {IM.~ UNE TRANSLATION, AS A MATTER QF FACT

IHE WNESTLES TEXT, TRANSLATES THE WORD.SQN,AS_%%%§
N THﬁdi%gga PASSAGE, IT IS DRVIQUS THAT ONE ON
NOT T S IN QUESTION._ IN THE JOHN PASSAGE ONE

MUST KEEP IN MIND THAT THOMAS WHO WAS A JEW DID NOT

PROFANE THE NAME OF Gop, IT 1S 7150 VERY OBY1O0US
FROM THE TEXT THAT HOMAS\x S NOT REBUKED BUT RATHER

>_\ E OUR ORD FOR E STATEMENT HE MADE
CONCERNING UHRIST S DEIT

HAVE , ALWAYS BEEN
v IMPRESSED WITH THE ACT T sus DEITY WAS
DEMONSTRATED NOT ONLY BY WHAT E DID , SUCH As His
POWERS OVER NATURE - Au35%§§§ﬁ§g, BUT ALSO IN THE AREA
OF WORSHIP AND ADORATI UR LORD'S HUMILITY WAS
BEYOND QUESTION. AND YET, HE PERMITTED MEN TO
BEFORE HIM IN ADORATION AND
WORSHIP AND DID NOT REBURE THEM FOR SUCH BEHAYIOUR.
CASE IN POINT WAS ur.&-~ ANNOINTENC HIM FOR BURIAL.
E_WAS NOT WORD _OQF REBUKE .
OR_HE WAS THE GREATEST. CHARLATAN WHO EVER LIVED]

|HE SECOND AREA IN OUR TEE! WHICH DEMONSTRATES THE

5. DEITY OF CHRIST ARE THE GIVEN T0O - HiM., THERE
£2: 1S A GENERAL FEELING THAT THE WORDS=.lQNDER N
_J;ﬁu$ﬁEL83TSHOULD GO TOGETHER. [HE EREUL

' . WAS APPLIED TO-THINGS THAT WERE g 1 AT JAND

POSSESSING D THE worRD COUNSELOR
IS A REFERENCE TO WISDOM. AND WAS USED AT TIMES TO
DESCRIBE THOSE WHO WER
GHLDE.THEM Lﬁxgééégiggﬁ AND BEHAVIOR. HIS VERSE
“REVMINDS US T ESSIAH IS
.10 _GUIDE THE HUMAN RACE, HE IS THE PERSONIFICATION
OF WISDOM AND ONE TO WHOM MEN MAY TURN FOR SUIDANCE.

\ 4
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(As A MATLER OF FACT, I L3 THE ANGEL WHO
SPOKE TO SAMSON'S PARENT Tl HIMSELF WITH
THIS VERY WORD WONDEREUL" BUT IT WAS TRANSLATED
IN THE TEXT. THERE IS LITTLE D?U T THAT
VLA

. |HE PHRASE, (THE=MIGHTY
- AND CARRIES WITH
IT THE IDEA OF A THIS WAS ONE PROBLEM ISRAEL
HAD WHEN JESUS PR ED HIMSELF As MEssiaH, IN
LOOKING AT MESSIAH'S CREDENTIALS, THEY EXPECTED A

STRONG .POLITICAL-HERO. TYPE PERSON WHO WOULD DELIVER
THEM FROM THEﬁSHACKLE&q&ﬂg_ﬁﬁﬂgﬂgﬁ_gﬁ_ﬁgﬂE- WHAT THEY
DID NOT UNDERSTAND WAS THAT MESSIAH WOULD COME
FIRST IN SUEFERING AND HUMILIATION AND THE

SECOND TIME IN REGAL POW E AND GLORY, THE NEXT

NAME WHICH SPEAKS OF QUR LORD'S DEITY IS THE PHRASE
[HE EVERLASTING FATHERS OR THE FATHER OF THE AGES.

T IS INTERESTING THAT THE WORD FEEHER HERE IS APPLIED

TATION OF
IS A NAME APPLIED

TO THE SON AND THE POINT IS THAT HE ALONG
AIHE%ﬁQ%%%%Q_EIERNlIX4 HE HEBREWS TURNED THE

WORD FAT GREAT VARIETY. IT COULD REFER TO

A LITERAL EATHER_OR GRANDFATHER OR AN .ANCESTOR. RULER,

OR INSTRUCTOR. IHIS PHRASE REFERS TO THE SAVIOR™NOT

™ \ONLY AS

E ING AND DU , BUT ONE
" WHO 1S STRONG IN THAT ROLE., HE SAVIOR IS CALLED THE

L WHICH IS A PHRASE TO DESCRIBE THE

7%\N IRE, AND C . HE WILL BE A

TJUSIIEEI% AND SANCTIFYING PEACE.
HIL., 4:
A

WILL .EEREEL&.E.EACE ON EARTH.
HIS PHRASE T%% o FROM ALL THE KINGS
AND PRINCES OF ALL HUMAN HISTORY WHO HAVE DELIGHTED

IN TAKING TERRI Inﬁl BY THE SWORD AND THE _SHEDDING QF
-BLOOD. OWEVER, FlESSIAH WITL PROMOTE A UNIVERSAL
PEACE AND HIS REIGN WILL PUT AN END TO WARS AND

BRING ABOUT THE ONLY .PERMANENT OF THE
EARTH WILL HAVE KNOWN IN ALh OF HISTORY. AS A MATTER
OF FACT, FROM THE DAY THAT MESSIA BORN UNTIL
THE DAY HE WILL RULE UNIVERSALLY, AS BEEN
HE THEME AND THE KEYNOTE OF HIS ADMINISTRATION. WHEN
HRIST CAME, THE ANGEL SPOKE OF PEACE ON EARTH. WHEN
HE COMES IN THE FUTURE HIS REIGN WILL BE CHARACTERIZED
BY _PEACE. DURING THIS DISPENSATION, IT IS ONLY THOSE
WHO KNOW HIM IN A PERSONAL WAY WHO %How BOTH |
OMANS 5:1,
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[11. HISHRQXALII - "AND THE GOVERNMENT SHALL BE UPON
1S SHOULDER'(1 "UPON THE THRONE OF DAVID AND
'S UPON HIS KINGDOM

THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS IS THE INFLUENCE OUR
&ORD HAD UPON THE EARTH DURING HIS LIFE AND MINISTRY.
N A MANNER OF SPEAKING WHEN RNS AGAIN IT WILL

ﬁE.£HRlSIMAﬁ_DAI_EMEBiHﬂEBE_Egﬁgigég_jIEE¥%%E%§_THAT

FWWFBWMRTH. AGES
QF THEIO. . ABOUND WITH A MAJOR_IHEME CONCERNING

CHRIST.S MILLENNIAL _KINGDOM. IHE PROPHET FORESAW
AND DESCRIBED THE BLESSING AND GLORY THAT WOULD COME
TO EARTH WHEN SIN IS RESTRAINED, SATAE BOUND AND
THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF JESUS CHﬁIST AS KING WILL SPREAD
OVER THE FACE OF THE EARTH. WE USE THE TERM
GMILLENNIHUM TO DESCRIBE THIS THOUSAND YEAR REIGN OR
GOLDEN AGE OF PEACE AND GLORY. HROUGHOUT HISTORY
MAN" S HIGHEST DREAMS AND ,ASPIRATIONS HAVE BEEN TO
HAVE A GOVERNMENT ON EARTH WHERE ALL OF MAN s_+uEQuLJ-
1ES AND INJUSTICES WILL BE DEALT WITH., [HE O,],
SPOKE OF--A-RIGHTEQUS GOVERNMENT OF GREAT PROSPERITY
FOR THE SAINTS AND IMMEDIATE PUNISHMENT FOR WRONG
DOERS. HOWEVER, TO THIS POINT IN SPITE OF MA? S
OBLE AMBITIONS PEACE HAS ELUDED THE WORLD., HE

SENTATIVES_CE_THE NATIONS
HE VERSES IN THE U.!|.THAT SPEAK OF
HRIST S MILLENNIAL REIGN ARE SUBSTANTIAL. WE WILL

LIMIT OUR CONSIDERATION IODAY TO A_SEL CIIXE FEW
BASSAGES JN THE BOOK OF ISALAH. Ls*,é; =,
ﬁs*»llr =9;1s, 3511576, URING OUR LORD'S REIGN
E WILL DEAL WITH THE WHEN WE THINK
OF THE MULTIPLIED BILLIO SPENT FOR

RESEARCH IN NEW .DESTRUCTIVE WEAPONS AND
IN MILITARY PREPAREDNESS IT STAGGERS THE HUMAN MIND.
M UTION TO THE PROBLEM OF WAR IS TO BUILD
BIGGER. AND MORE WEAPONS, TO KEEP LARGE
,5IAanﬂﬁ_ABMiES:ﬁﬁﬁ%EﬁfﬁéffN THE MILLIONS OF MEN

IN ORDER TO_REMAIN SAFE IN THE WORLD. OurR LORD WILL
SPEAK PFACE TO THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD AND

CHRTST, WHO IS CALLED IN OUR TEXT THE_PRINCE OF PEACE,
WILL BRING THE LONG SOUGHT AND DURABLE PEACE MEN

AVE FOUND SO "ELU: THROUGHOUT THE PAGES OF HISTORY,
F-TS INTERESTING TO OBSERVE THAT IN THE BOOK OF
¢ @l1cAH 5:2 'WE HAVE ONE OF THE GREAT PROPHECIES IN THE

0,7, CONCERNING THE SAVIOR - "BUT THOU, BETHLEHEM-




(™ THAT IS TO BES

=B

PHRATAH, THOUGH THOU BE LITTLE AMONG THE THOUSANDS OF
UDAH. YET OUT THEF SHALL HE COME FORTH UNTO ME
WHOSE GOINGS FORLH HAVE
- ING, IN Mican 4:2-4
SEVERAL GREAT. TRUTHS ABOUT MESSIAH'S KINGDOM: ARE

MENTIONED, NOT THg LEAST OF WHICH IS#ﬁHE_UNlMERﬁAL
PEACE.QF WHICH WE VE BEEN SPEAKING: ND _HE SHAI|
J

G U S
AEAR QFF; AND THEY SHALL BEAT THEIR SWORDS INTO

PLOWSHARES, AND THEIR SPEFARS INTO PRUNINGHOOKS:
2 = WORD AGAINST ?ATION,
NEITHER SHALL THEY LEARN WAR ANY MORE. HE NEXT

VERSE SPEAKS OF THE THAT TIESSIAH WILL
BRING WHEN IT SAYS ALL SIT EVERY MAN U
His VINE AND UNDER HIS FIG TREE: AND NONF SHALL MAKE

n

_4¥ﬂﬂiJﬂiJMﬂuuu1.... ANOTHER MAJOR PROBLEM WHI =
MESSTAH WILL BE CONCERNED IS THE MATTER OF
ND

I

ﬁAB%KKUK Z:EHS e
-gl

*

OURS IS A VERY.LITERATE NATION EUT THERE I

OF LGNORANCE THAT PERMEATES THE NATIONS OF THE

WORLD WHICH IS ASTOUNDING, .ﬁlﬁﬁER AND-BETTER_SCHOOL

SYSTEMS DO NOT CHANGE MEN SPIRITUALLY. IT IS

POSSIBLE TO LEGISLATE AND EDUCATE THE NATURAL MAN

AT THE ENORMOUS EXPENSE OF MILLIONS AND BILLIONS OF
OLLARS AND YET NOT HAVE A NATION OF WISE PEOPLE,
,¥RING THE MILLENNIAL REIGN OF CHRIST HABAKKUK SAYS
HE_EARTH SHAII RF FIIIED WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF

: ORD H A

SSIAH FSS. AND!

ONE OF THE RESPONSIBLE CONCE SOCIETY
IS MEDICAL CARE FOR THE_PHYSICAL-NEEDS OF THE CITIZENS
OF A GIVEN COUNTRY, [SAIAH REMINDS US "AND_THE

A

?NELL_IHERELN_SHALL_BE FORGIVEN THEIR INIQUITY.
HEN THE EYES OF THE#BLIND QHALLﬁBE_QE%NED_AiE[jIE;
E%RS OF THE DEAF SHALL BE UNSTOPPED, [|HEN SHALL THE
S (Isp=535:24,-35:5) ONE OF THE AREAS

E._S TODAY IS THE RELATIONSHIP OF
ND _MANAGE HE IMPACT OF STRIKES TO

OF PRIM

?BIPPLE A _NATION S INDUSTRY IS FELT BY ALL OF US,
HERE ARE .LABOR MEDIATION_-EQARDS AND LAWS TO 'DEAL

WITH TEESE KINDS OF PROBLEMS IN SOCIETY. ISAIAH 62%
3-9, 05:21-23 SPEAK OF THE FACT THAT THERE WILL BE

A COMING DAY WHEN MEN SHALL NOT LABOR
_OF OTHERS AND SUFFER HARDSHIP EVEN AFTER EXPENDING
HARD ENERGY BUT RATHER AN

IN WHICH NO ONE LABORS WHEREAS ANOTHER RECEIVES ALL
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HE BENEFITS.WILL BE TOLERATED. THESE PASSAGES IN
SATIAH SPEAK OF AN EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION-OF
. _MATERIALS AND LABOR AND ABUNDANCE FOR _ALL. SOCIETY
' WITCC BE~JUST BECAUSE CHRIST WILL Tl,:. THE JUST ADMINIS-
TRATOR AS THE PROPHETS FORESAW. VE OFTEN SPOKEN
OF THE TREMENDOUS JOY OF BEING A= URING THE

MILLENNIUM, MOS SPOKE OF T AY N Ew
-SHALL —OVERTAKE—THE-REABER . WHE ﬁ

DAY WHEN PEOPLE ARE SPEAKING OF WORtBWT E FAMINE
BECAUSE OF OVERPOPULATION IN THE WORLD AMOS SPOKE
OF A TIME WHEN THERE WOULD BE BOUNTY. TO SUCH A
DEGREE THAT THE ONE PLAN
ONE_REAPING, SO GREAT WOULD BE THE_ CTION OF THE
FARMER_ON FARTH DURING THAT TIME. [|HINK OF ALL
THE PROBLEMS IN ANY GIVEN SOCIETY, THE PROBLEM OF
PROSPERITY, HUNGER, SICKNESS, LAWLESSNESS, IGNORANCE,
WHATEVER, MESSIAH WILL CORRECT ALL OF THESE
AS HE BRINGS A UNIVERSAL REIGﬁ PEACE IN_A
PERPETUAL DYNASTY OVER WHICH HE 1s Kine., THE.
TEACHES THAT PART .OF..OUR..RESPONSIBILITY HERE AND
NOW IS TO GET READY..TO..REIGN WITH .HIM_THEN, THE
CHURCH IS NOT SPOKEN OF IN TERMS QF A KINGDOM,
NECESSARILY, BUT RATHER AS LHRIST'S BRINE OR THE
TUALRUE \ T FUTURE KI . IN THAT
EN OF THE EARTH; THE

DAY, THE APPARE
DREGS OF socnz&l““‘D

2 X i,

THEY REIGN WITH CHR1ST! (MATT. ) MEONE
HAS WELL SAID THAT GOD NEVER HA TEAMS ON THE
PLAYING FIELD AT THE SAME TIME. [ODAY, THE CHURCH

IS ON'. THE FTELD AND _(GOD'S TIMECLOCK AS FAR AS

RAEL IS CONCERNED IS NO S A KI
IJ.ME—OJ.L% PERI1QD, T ABOUT £ MIN. TO MIDNIGHT,
T THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH

WILL BEGIN TICKING AGAIN AS HE BEGINS WORKING WITH
IHEmNA$+GN—9F-iSRAEL AND IN PREPARATION FOR MesSIAH'S
GOYERNMENT ON EARTH. GOD IS CALLING OUT FROM THE
NATIONS OF THE WORLDRZA PEOPLE TO REIGN WITH HIsS

SON, YOU MAY BE PART OF THAT GROUP BY RECEIVING

HiMm As YOUR LORD AND SAVIOR AND BEI?G SPIRITUALLY
PREPARED FOR THAT FUTURE KINGDOM, RELATE JESus
WORD:S TO LICODEMUS CONCERNING THE SPIRITUAL
NECESSITY*OF BEING CHANGED IN ORDER TO SEE THE
KINGDOM OF (oD,




RoBERT K. SPRADLING DecemBer 21, 1975
AM.

& WHAT WISE MEN KNOW
MATTHEW 2:1-12

THE WORLD WAS MAITING FOR JESUS TO COME. THERE
WAS A FEELING OF EXPECTANCY, THAT GOD WAS ABOUT
TO DO SOMETHING IN HUMAN HISTORY WHEN JESUS
CAME TO EARTH. FROM THE ENDS OF THE EARTH MEN
CAME TO HIS CRADLE TO SEE ONE WHO WAS BORN KING
OF THE JEWS. FROM DISTANT.ETRSLA WISE MEN OR
MAGI CAME TO SEE THE KING. IN THEIR COUNTRY,
THESE MEN WERE ijJJHﬂl IN MEDICINE, PHILOSOPHY,
AND THE SCIENCES. [|HEY WERE THE ASTRONOMERS OF
THE DAY. |HEY DEVOTED MUCH TIME AND STUDY TO
THE SKIES. |0 BE SURE, THLS_INTEREST IN THE
HEAVENS GAVE RISE TO ANOTHER STUDY CALLED

LN THIS SYSTER, T PREFER 10 LOOK LPOY THESE MeN

0 E ENGAGED IN THE S

QF _HOROSCOPES. T IS DIFFICULT FOR ME TO ENVISION
WISE MEN INVOLVED IN MUCH OF THECSHEERSILILQN

THAT SURROUNDS RELIGION. B. H. ARROLL

COMMENTS ON THIS FACT WHEN HE TELLS THE STORY OF
AN AUCTIONEFER WHO ONCED TRIED TO SELL THE

SWORD WITN WHICH BALAAM ALEGEDLY KILLED HIS

DONKEY . HEN A BYSTANDER INFORMED HIM THAT

BALAAM DID NOT KILL HIS DONKEY, BUT ONLY uuﬂﬁﬂl

FOR A SWORD THAT HE MIGHT KILL HIM, THE
AUCTIONEER_DIDN T MISS A WORD BUT CONTINUED BY|u

AYING - “THIS IS T !
HE SAD PART OF THE STORY, SAYS UR. CARROLL, IS

THAT THE MAN SOLD THE SWORD FOR AN ANTIQUE
SURROUNDS THE BACK-

#~4  GROUND OF THE WISE MEN. NEEE'MANx WERE THEY?
il WHAE WERE TH IRTNAMES? DID THEY ARRIVE
IN PALESTINE? TODAY LET US EXAMINE THE LIVES OF

THESE MEN AND DISCOVER_ﬁQMEIﬂlNﬁ.ﬂﬂlgﬂ_IﬂE%_KﬂEw
IHA’ y!ll HELP MAKE US WISER MEN =~ THIS HRISTMAS
~m» OF 75,
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AUGUSTINE SAID “THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A SINNER
AND A SAINT IS THAT THE_SINNER_HIDES ERQM GOD

AND THE SAINT HIDES LN GOD.
. |0 BE SURE, THE

CAME FROM GOD, BUT SEEK THE LORD THEY

DID! hOTICE THEIR QUESTION ﬂﬂuzxz_;;_hzd...?ﬁ
THESE MEN WERE LOOKING FOR A PERSON AND NOT A
HEY WERE MORE INTERESTED IN A KING

RROGRAM.,
THAN SEEKING TQ BUIID HIS KINGDOM, UENERALLY

MOST MEN ARE SEEKING OTHER THINGS IN LIFE, AND
ESU$ IS LEFT OUT,_LGNORED, AND NEGLECTED UNTIL
kIFE S TRAGIC MOMENTS AND THEN HE IS SOUGHT.
T THIS SEASQN OF THE ( AR, WISE MEN SHOULD BE
EKING THE SAVIOUR. ( AM NOT IN AGREEMENT WITH
HE PbiLOSOPHY OF THE STORY ABOUT THE MAN WHO
AID FOUND THE LORD" AND WAS REBUKED ON THE
ASIS OF THE FACT THAT THE LORD IS NOT LOST.
THINK THIS IS AN UNNECESSARY PLAY ON WORDS AND
THEOLOGY., IT IS TRUE THAT CHRIST FINDS THE
ELIEVING SINNER, BUT IT ALSO TRUE THAT WHEN
E _FOUND U 'Y IN THIS VERY CHAPTER
COVERS THAT EVERY PERSON IE THE
HRISTMAS SKORY DID NOT SEEK THE ORD FOR
.  ACCORDING TO VERSE 135 AND VERSE OF
THIS CHAPTER, [HEROD SOUGHT JESUS FOR EVIL PURPQSES.
IT 1S PROBABLY TRUE THAT MOST PEOPLE WOULD NOT
BE AS BLOOD THIRSTY AS HEROD, BUT IT IS POSSIBLE
FOR PEOPLE TQ_WANT TO KNQOW . SIMPLY BECAUSE
IT IS GOOD FOR_BUSINESS OR IT PUTS THEM IN CONTACT
WITH THEHRLQHI_KUﬂxiiﬁijiﬂELEJ RATHER THAN
KNOWING HIM IN-A PERSONALLY- VITAL WAY BECAUSE
WE OUGHT ﬁo- HEB.Q]LHAD_NQ_B.EAL_LNI.ERE.SJ'_LN
GHRIST. HE WAS SIMPLY. CONCERNED IN PRESERVING
HIS OWN POLITICAL-€H$ﬁ;f£f¥¥. HEROD _PRETENDED TO
WANT TO WORSHIP CHRIST WHEN IN REALITY HE HATED
THE LORD AND ALL HE STOOD FOR BECAUSE JESUS
WAS A THREAT TO HEROD'S POWER AND INFLUENC

As A MATTER OF FACT, H REVEALS THAT ﬁEROD
HAD MURDERED HIS WIFE, ’ D HIS WO
_SONS. HE HAD ASSASSINATED A NUMBER OF CLOSE

ASSOCIATES. WHEN HE SUSPECTED THEM OF DISLOYALTY.
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~ [HERE WAS A SAYING IN ROME THAT IT WAS SAFER TO
' BE EROD$S PIG THAN HIS .SON. _‘HEre®p REP
PEOPLE OF ALL AGES WHO WOULD GLADLY SEE JESUS
DESTROYED AND ALL HE STANDS FOR IN ORDER_TO
PERPETUATE THEIR OWN INIERESIS. WISE MEN WOULD

DO WELL TO EXAMINE THE IBtICAL IPEA OF THE
IMPORTANCE OF SEEKING_THE LORD. ji"AND H

TO SEE JESUS WHO HE WAS; AND COULD NOT F9R THE
PEESS; SE%AUSE HE WAS LITTLE_OF STATURE.
(1 19:3) In

UKE RESPONSE T _ZACCHAEUS' INQUIRY
IN VERSE 10 THESE WORDS - EanIuE_gnu OF MAN
|5-COUE_TOSEEK AND TO SAVE THAT WHICH WAS LOST,
N THIS VERSE WR LEARN THAT THERE 1S NONE JESUS
CANNOT SAVE. BuT YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF

OD AND HIS RIGHTE S; AND ALL THESE THINGS
SHALL BE ADDED UNTO YOU. (MATTHEW 6:33)

IN THE BIBLE IS EQUIVALENT TO

"
HESE WERE THE WORDS OF ANDREW TO
«» HIS BROTHER SIMON PETER. PHILLIP CONTINUED THE

SAME MESSAGE TO NATHANIEL WHEN HE SAID

OUND HIM 0 3
: OHN I: HE STORY OF THE
IS BASICALLY THE STORY OF A SON
JzEwm' sﬁ EQUND: w
- - Nz WAS US 1 AND

LEOQUND, i ON: WHEN WAS THIS
BOY DEAD? THIS BOY NEVER DIED_PHYSICALLY, SO
IT MUST REFER TO HIS SPITITUAL CONDITION!
MISE IS THE MAN WHO DETERMINES SOMEWHERE IN LIFE
THAT FINDING JESUS CHRIST AS LORD AND SAVIOUR -
IS THE RREATEST DISCOVERY POSSIBLE FOR THE HUMAN
SouL! ALL OTHER DISCOVERIES IN LIFE ARE INSIGNLEL-
_CANT AND NGLESS IN COMPARISON TO THIS
DISCOVERY. IF YOU DOUBT THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
EHIS STATEMENT, ASK ANY PERSON WHO KNOWS JESUS
HRIST AS LORD AND SAVIOUR TO IDENTIFY LIFE'S
GREATEST _MOMENL, FOR THEM AND IT WILL BE WITHOUT
QUESTIQON THE MOMENT THEY RECEIVED OR DISCOVERED
« Jesus CHRIST As LORD OF THEIR LIFE.
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[I. WISE §E8y_Igﬂﬁ_ﬁﬂﬂlﬁl_ﬂLﬂﬂE_lﬁ_Iﬂ
URSA - Z3

MAN MUST WORSHIP §¢ SOMEE :

PART OF HIS NATURE TO WORSHIP., [F THIS WORSHIP
IS NQT TOWARD THE GOD WHO MADE HIM IT WILL TURN
0 LESSER GODS AND THE WORKS OF HIS OWN HANDS.
OME MEN WORSHIP THEIR CHILDREN, WORK, WIVES,

OR MONEY. ALL OF THESE FALSE €6DS WILL CRUMBLE.

JUST THIS PAST WEEK WE HAVE HAD AN LLLUSTRATION

OF HOW MEN DESIRE TO WORSHIP&,OTHER MEN BUT
LWAYS TO BE DISAPPOINTED. B2 DozeEN YEARS AGO,

.F.K. APPROACHED THE PLACE OFADE$E$GAI$QN IN
THE MINDS OF MANY AMERICANS. A YOUNG PRESIDENT
AND A WIFE WHO ASPIRED TO BE "QUEEN OF AMERICA
WERE SET FORTH AS HIGH PEOPLE OF H}GH CHARACTER
TO BE EMULATED BY ALL AMERICANS. [T WOU[D NOW
APPEAR THAT THAT REVERED PRESIDENT HAD A "MYSTERY
WOMAN" ON THE SIDE OR ON THE SLY. WE LEARN
AFTER ONLY A DOZEN YEARS FROM HIS DEATH THAT
THIS PRESIDENT HAD CLAY..EEET AND QUESTIONABLE
MORALS:, F[OR THE PAST_INE=E§$£RE§ WE HAVE BEEN
PLAGUED WITH LEADERS AT THE TOP OF GOVERNMENT
WHO WERE IMMORAL, PROFANE IN WORD AND DEED,

AND YET SOME OF US WOULD DARE TO SAY THAT ALL IS
WELL IN AMERICA. NEVER IN OUR HISTORY HAS
THERE BEEN A GREATER.NEED._EOR.MORAL_LEADERSHLP,
FOR MEN WHO COULD MAKE NECESSARY DECISIONS THAT
WOULD TURN US AROUND MORALLY AND SPIRITUALLY.)
IF MEN LIKE JoHN KENNEDY AND J “Hoon
AND MARTIN LUTHER KING I THE SCRUTINY
OF THE PRESS AND CONGREGATTONAL _COMMIILEES, THEN
ALL OF THba SHOULD ADD-WEFGHT TO THE FACT THAT

zR 2,000 YEARS OF DIGGING AND PROBING, JESUS

HRIST'S LIFE STANDS AS .THE EPITOME OF VIRTUE
AND GRACE ALL QVER THE WORLD. HE IS WORTHY OF
OUR WORSHIP., [HE WORD WORSHIP CARRIES WITH THE

IDEA OF REVERENCE OR_HONQR IN THQ\LGH%.EEE.%N.QJ
QR_DEED TOWARD ANOTHER PERSONAGE, ESUS UHRIST
IS WORTHY OF WORSHIP NOT BECAUSE HE WAS JUST

A GOOD MAN, BUT BECAUSE HE 1s Gop! WE HAVE SOME
INTERESTING IDEAS ABOUT WORSHIP IN OUR CHURCHFE.,
WE ARE TOO MUCH OCCUPIED WITH VENERATION OF
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/™ PEOPLF, PROGRAMS, AﬁEAﬂIB%; AND ATMOSPHERE TO
THE EXCLUSION OF CHRI%T. E

T 1S POSSIBLE

IN A _HQREHLB_SERMLQE AN
WHERE™ARE YOUR THOUGHTS NOW? ARE YOU THIN
ABOUT DlNNEB;.EQQIBAtL_ﬁAMEﬁ HQLLDAX;
SHOPPING, DAYS OFF, lE_sa,

YOU ARE NOT WORSHIPPINGEVEN THOUGH YOU ARE IN
I Y ORSHIP IS PREOCCUPATION WITH CHRIST,
&NYTHING LESS THAN THIS IS NOT WORSHIP,

[T MAY BE RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES_AND HABITS, BUT
ﬁT IS SOMETHING FAR LESS THAN BI LE WORSHIP,

LEASE NOTICE THAT IN THEY WORSHIPPED
HIM AND NOT MARY. THE WORD WORSHIP APPEARS
APPROXIMATELY 6 THE NEw TESTAMENT,
“TIMES IN THE BOOK OF EVELATION, AND ‘@ TIMES
IN ONE CHAPTER - JOHN 4, IN THAT FOURTH

CHAPTER THE WORD WORSHIP OCCURS IN VERSES 20, 21,
22, 25, 24, IN Joun 9:3 BIBL[CAL ORDER IR
SUGGESTED "AND HE §A1g LorD, | BELIEVE. AND
HE WORSHIPPED HiM.” BELIEF 1S FIRST FOLLOWED
BY WORSHIP., No_man cAN WORSHIP CHRIST WHO HAS

A NOT_RECEIVED Him As | oRD AND SAVIOQUR, TH1§ WORSHIP
EXTENDS BEYOND MAN TO THE ANGELS OF GoD. “AND
AGAIN WHEN HE BRINGETH IN THE FIRST BEGOTTEN
INTQ THE WORLD, HE SAIT H AND LET ALL_THE ANGELS
OF GOD WORSHIP HIM, EBREWS 1:6) THAT 1s |
EXACTLY W?AT HAppigE MGELS ANNOUNCED CHRIST's
COMING. (LUKE 2:15-14) MeN Do NOT DO
FAVOR BY COMING TO CHURCH ON
CHRISTMAS. HE_IS NOT IMPRESSED RY OUR_PR-SEﬂgE

IN CHURCH. HE REQUIRES THAT MEN WORSHIP HIS SoN
AND ANYTHING LESS THAN GENUINE WORSHIP IS MERE

-
BSOLUTELY WORTHLESS IN
[HE SIGHT OF QD
(TEQ

ITI. _WISE MEN ; ;
N _THFT T 2 - , 3, 10,

THESE MEN WERE FOLLOWING THEIR DAILY WORK WHEN
GOD MADE HIMSE%F KNOWN TO THEM BY SPEﬁKING‘fROM

HE HEAVENS. [HESE MEN FOLLOWED THE
P gb A ﬁIBIE PRINCIPLE. i oMANS I, AcCTS
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N s "
SOMEONE HAS WELL SAID__HE_mqusﬁﬁs_iuLJELAB
—EVER CAN COMRSTQ THE STARLE, =~ AN IMPORTANT

IBLE POINT SHOULD BE MADE, NAMELY, IN THE OLD

TESTAMENT GOD SPOKE T? MEN IH VARIOUS WAYS
ACCORDING To HEBREWS 1:1-2. HOWEVER, TODAY

GOD SPEAKS TO MEN MORE FROM THE ECBIEIUBES

THAN FROM THE SKIES. HOWEVER, THE POINT IS STILL

THEM_IQEﬁEgﬂE%EEEE%E. LSO, WHEN THESE MEN

FOLLOWED THE GUIDANCE OF GOD IT BROUGHT .d8Y INTO

THEIR LIVES., (2:10) MEy PO_NQT _FIND JOY IN

| IEE UNTII THEY FIND GOD'S PURPOSE FOR THEM

AND FOL1OW HIS LEADING IN THEIR LIVES. IHIS
UIDANCE AND DIRECTION ALWAYS BEGINS BY FINDING

HRIST. 4,.’/\/'/\42' .

IV, MISE MEN KIOH HOW TO GIVE €IFIS T0 CHRIST -
VERSE

GREAT DEAL HAS BEEN SAID CONCERNING THE
LISM SURROUNDING THESE GIFTS. BY THAT I

S
MEAN, WAS A GIFT FOR A KING DEPICTING
CHRIS NGLY WORTH, _-=RANKINCENSE WAS A

GIFT DEPICTING CHRIST'S PRIESTHOOD. IHE TEMPLE
WAS THE PLACE OF SWEET PERFUME AND FRAGRANCE

IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD. =E¥gga WAS IHENTIF&ED
WITH DEATH AND EMBALMING, DEPICTING JESUS CHRIST
AS THE ONE WHO WOULD DIE FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD.
HOWEVER, THERE ARE SEVERAL INTERESTING IDEAS

ABOUT THE GENERAL SUBJECT OF GIVING. THESE MEN
GAVE THE-EIMEST-GIETS TO A BABY RATHER THAN A

G SEATED_URQN THE SEAT OF A THRONE.
0 ME, THIS INDICATE THEY BELIEVED THIS
BABY-WAS-ALL GoD SAID HEWOULD BE. |HEIR

ATTITUDE WAS UNLIKE THE IDEA OF GIVING WHICH
PREVAILED IN iSRAEL IN THE DAYS OF THE PROPHETS.
[SAIAH REBURED THE NATION FOR SACRIFICING—SLCK
SACRIEICES INSTEAD OF THE BEST OF THEIR FLOCKS.
GIVING 1S ALWﬁYS A BAROMETER OF SPIRITUAL
ATMOSPHERE. NO MATTER HQW MUCH A MAN MAY PROCLAIM
HIS LOVE AND WORSHIP OF CHRIST, ONE TANGIBLE WAY
OF DEMONSTRATING THAT LOVE AND AFFECTION IS
REFLECTED NOT ONLY IN HOW MUCH WE GIVE THE LORD
BUT HOW IT IS GIVEN.
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MANY PROFESSING CHRISTIANS FARE VERY WELL

UNTIL THE SUBJECT OF GIVING IS BROUGHT UP

IN THE HOUSE OF GoD.  THEY CAUSE NO TROUBLE,
CREATE NO DIFFICULTY UNTIL FINANCES ARE MENTIONED,
AND THEN CRITICISM ERUPTS FROM EVERY DIRECTJON.
EVEN PROFESSING CHRISTIANS HAVE THE "TIPPING
PHILOSOPHY TOWARD GOD. [HEY LIVE IN THE FINEST
OF HOMES, FURNISHED WITH NEW APPLIANCES, WEAR
GOOD CLOTHING, EAT THE BEST OF FOODS, DRIVE THE
NEWEST OF AUTOMOBILES, BUT ARE SUDDENLY SUPER
SENSITIVE WHEN IT COMES TO GIVING TO THE LORD.
FINANCIAL PROBLEMS IN A CHURCH ARE ALWAYS

A SYMPTON OF SPIRITUAL PROBLEMS. GIFTS TO CHRIST
ARE. INDEED PART OF WORSHIP. IHESE GIFTS

MUST BE SACRIFICIAL IN ORDER TO BE A BLESSING
TO THE GIVER. GIFTS OF LOOSE CHANGE AND AN
OCCASIONAL DOLLAR BILL ARE NOT INDICITIVE OF
WORSHIPAL HEARTS. EITHER IS THE PRESENCE OF
SALES, SUPPERS, AND BAZAARS HONORING TO JESUS
CHRIST. WHERE HE 1S SPIRITUALLY WORSHIPPED,
THERE WILL BE A BLESSED ATTITUDE TOWARD THE
THINGS OF THE LORD. IT IS STRANGE BUT TRUE
THAT ALL TOO MANY OF US PUT OUR POCKETBOOK
AHEAD OF JESUS CHRIST. .ﬁlsz_m

i HQVE BEEN AMAZE? AT HOW WE MIS-
INTERPRET THE WORD OF GOD. IN THIS TEXT WHICH
MUST BE THE BASIS FOR GIVING OF CHRISTMAS GIFTS,
PLEASE NOTICE THAT THEY GAVE THEIR GIFTS_IQ_EUM
NOT TO ONE ANOTHER. IN AMERICA THIS CHRISTMAS,
THE REVERSE‘T%ITﬁuE.




" WISE MEN-——=THEN AND NOW™
latte. 2:1=12

Almost 20 centuries ago. in an_m Pa.l.est.inian vilJ.age,

ﬁ any o si « A child was born. He was not the son
LMMM parents. He was born in the most unlike
ly place —-a_stable. Aml yeb o this event and place millions

pon miliions of people have look in utter monder and gug,

Hewecould.dit.be. thatsuco a lowly birth could change tue course

af buman nistory? Jne might expect tnat such a momentous event

would be met with all the_pomp of which man is capab.Le——bu‘t.
there was none of this,

part of the glary thal iad come to dwell amongmen! It is

the significance of these Magl I Wlbh to speak about today.
Surely, there are goms 20 3 of theseuise men of

long ago with those ..m.s.e_lnm today WO T cognize the purpose
ang_pature of thg person and work of Jesus Christ our Lord.
I. WISE MEN UNDERSTAND THE INPURTANCE OF WORSIIPPING GOD
2L ! 3 P le W - SHiP
THROUGH CHRIST=-w2, lle ¥ ?:zfeaa~r4.._+& et 0 Sur Cop.”
1t is

These men are said to have come "from the Last."

generally supposed they were from PérSia for many of the

ﬁ Jews had remained there.afieribe (oplidbdyeaidedicmsalat -
wmww

l‘hese men were in tue broaa sense of tne term.

Ak b,

A e iy VW10 Studied thgealars and theduflusace. toey
nere. supeosed to lave on tue events and circumstances.of
I n lif There are fmn common beliefs about thiem that
are not as clearly evident as popular belief would warrent:
JRATr (1) hember-- to ny knowledge the Biblecdoes not list the
_4" number. This is jmplied by the .gfkis in v.ll.
(2) Time of Coming—- it is generally thought that thay came

to the siable. Yet the terms are different from

Luke's account. Lhg Shepnerds were told they

would find a "babe"(brephos) in swaddling clothe;
in a manger. These men found a "voupg child" in
» Ve do know our Lord was under

the age of 2 years--v,l16,

There are_ihree ideas in the text for consideration:
A. TheirrPurpose in Coming To Jerusalem =-ve2
Was LadieTioe oF WOﬂir *to Worshlp him,"

This is uad'w B e
taat.. et

P God)

Lok at man today!(God's day,book, people——
Study the life of Cnrist— one of worship!

‘ifﬂwa Mfséo %awt( QOﬁ? ke

\ Yy




In Satan's great pride and plans-——tiis is wnat he wants more
than anything else--it was revealed in liatt. 4
B. Their Posture Is Indicative Uf Worship--vl.ll

I do not wish to get too far afield here. lien can and do

a worship God while _gitdiine, standing, lying.daum but there is

sametm.ng wmcn reveals an attltude of heart by the Peided

hert finde it GlTiculi o bend to anyiuiog!

C. Their Presents liere Indicative of Worship--v.ll
" There is a wonderful lesson on the providence of God
here. Soan the departure to Legupt for an undisclosed nariod,
—abtine These yvalugble gifts a means of livelibaad for the
time of exilee.
gdd——- deity. The gift for a kinge
frankincense——- fragrant life.
rh = sacrificial deaths Used to embalm the dead.
Uifts of prophetic significance.
Concl.sions:
Theword worsnip is thrown about in religious circles
today with great freedom. lien are not too reluctant

say-—%“ But this is not enought as
the Lible indicateg.

John 1436es..n0 man cometh unto the fatner but by

me, "
ﬁ John 8:L42 ™If God were your Father, ye would love
- MEess!
* mg.l.e. baul of larsus———w of God

yet lostl
TRe ﬁﬁz‘m«ce o~

II. WICE LEN UNDERSIAND WATCHING GUD FUR HIS LEADERSHIP AND
GUIDANCE —-ve2,9 "his star"
It is not important to try to find in the history of
the stucy of astronomy such an event as thnis. It was
a special revelation of God for tiis one purpose in
historye.
A, It Vias

That Led Them To The Saviour--v,9

These men followed as _sent from God to bring
tonem to the Light of the World, #£ men nf'.,,,i 4o
Applications: - Moy “&
Wiord of God.es.Witness of men.,
Be It Wias This Experience That Brought nto Their
. V.., Lives—-v.l0
.., Life was not a joyous thing until the Saviour came

= in. Meaven il 'gy_,q on/ h—"Q.’

ﬁ },. -"furm.(_...,

III. WISE MEN UNDERSTAND THE IMPURTANCE OF HEXDING THL
WARNTNGY JF GUD=——=—v,12

k. 4
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Luke 2:3-20

“RELATE gHE STORY OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER WHO
ON THE SUNDAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS ASKED HER. STUDENTS
TO TELL THE STORY THEY LIKE BEST ABOUT CHRISTMAS.
ONE STUDENT MENTIONED THAT HE LIKED THE STORY .,
ABOUT THE SHEPHERDS GOING TO THE LAUNDROMAT. "WHILE
_SHEPHERDS WASHED THEIR SOCKS BY NIGHT. '

__ﬁEEEARED IN HUMAN FLESH IN_HUMAN HISTORY HE MADE
IMSELF KNOWN FIRST OF ALL Ig_slmzLE_EE?ﬂLﬁ_uﬂQ
HQuLn_REQQﬁNLZE.QL&J&&HE&LAND.HQRI&- HE SHEPHERDS

SIMPLE MEN OF_THE_EIELDS AND_FLOCKS, THE
OF SOCIETY., THEY KNEW_LITTLE O
AND_CULTURE., HEY

WERE NOT FAMILIAR \;JITH OME S_LITERATURE OR_LAW,
THEY WERE NOT NUMBERED AMONG THE

THE_ELITE.

N \
THE AND OF TH RTH
NOTI%T IT WAS NOT To.Au.Gu.sme_m_Bgmﬂ OR
HEROD IN JERUSALEM THAT THE NEWS CHRIST'S COMING TO
@™ EARTH WAS FIRST MADE KNOWN. PERHAPS THEY LIKE QTIHER
PEOPLE OF ALL_AGES THOUGHT THEY WOULD FIND GOD BRY

THEIR OWN METHODS, NAMELY, THROUGH READING, RESEARCH
AND WHEN GOD'S WAY IS ALWAYS BY
Bgygugzsgnl Eﬁuh BELIEVED AND PRACTICED T?{S SAME
ﬁPi&O%CH)TO HEN HE CAME TO CORINTH. Cor,

I. THE SHEPHERDS WERE : NG
1HE ‘ —~ R

N

SEVERAL PHRASES ARE USED TO DESCRIBE WHAT THE
SHEPHERDS WERE DOING ON THAT MEMORABLE NIGHT, THE

PHRASE *ABIDING=ldeTHEELELD" 1S A COMPOUND GREEK
ORD, THAT LITERALLY MEANS "I REMALIL N THE QPEN
AlR, " IT 18 NOT_TH FOR ABIDE. [OR

EXAMPLE IN : THE FATHER'S HOUSE 1S DESCRIBED
AS HAVING MANY OR ABIDING BLACES. IN THE

NEXT CHAPTER_OF JOHN, BELIEVERS ARE TOLD TOfﬁﬂ;ﬂE

IN CHRIST. THIS PHRASE POINTS TO THE FACT THAT THESE

MEN WERE OF TH —OF-DOORS VARIETY, [HEY WERE
«™ NOT CITY_DWELLERS, BUT MEN O S,
SKIES, FRESH _AIR, SUN, MOON AND ST T MAY WELL

BE THAT THEY RECOGNIZED THE HAND OF Gop IN HIs




CREATION, PHRASE _;;g%;ggzgé%gg LITERALLY

MEANS TO HESE™ SHEPHERDS G TURNS

™ WAICHING OVER THAT SAEEIY OF THE SHEEP, K+HT‘§""'
SUGGESTS THAT THEY WERE DEREMBABEE AND COULD BE
IRUSTED FOR THE SAEETY AND . THEY
WERE THEt%Qﬁngéﬁ%g S AND WERE EVEN MORE
DEPENDAB DAY MEN, WHAT IMPRESSES ME
ABOUT THIS V. IS THAT-EEEEEEEERQQDTO THEM. WHILE THEY

WERE DOING ~MEN-EXPECT

AND

FHETR "APPOINTED DAILY-TASKS
0D TO SPEAK TO THEM OUT OF THEJ%LBEQHEQ@S
WJ‘WE FTEN THAN NOT PEAKS
0D

THROUGH THE S WE ARE BUSY ABOUT ou?

REGULAR _WORK KES HIMSELF KNOWN To uUS., (SupPoSE
“ONE OF THESE MEN HAD NOT SHOWN UP FOR THE NIGHT

SHIFT - THERE WOULD HAYE BEEN NO HEAVENLY VISITOR

FOR HIM THAT NIGHT.) OSOMETIMES WERE ARE MISTAKEN

IN OUR BELIEF THAT THE OF THIS WORLD
ARE THOSE WHO CLIMB TO SOWER. AND PRESTIGE

IN._SOCLETY. APPARENTLY GﬁD—Nﬁ&JﬂN;JMERESSED
HEN HE ANNOUNCED THE

COMING OF HIS SON TO EARTH HE MADE THAT WONDERFUL
NEWS AVAILABLE TO
y ' MATTER OF FACT, SOME
M OF bOD' S WERE MEN

—AN EXTRAQRDI] WHEN 08 APPEARED TO THEM,
(CFr. Moses, lavip, 0D COMES TO US WHERE
WE ARE AS WE ARE FKTTHFUELY DOING THE TASK AT

HAND, 1 AM ALSO IMPRESSED BY THE LITTLE WORDS ‘&Y
ARSH WROTE A BOOK MAEY YEARS AGO é%jITLED
u

OR EXAMPL JOHN
CAME TO gsus BY NIGHT. KE
12 20 - [T WAS"THIS NIGHT" THAT TH
CALLED_TO leg ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF BEFORE (0D, Yﬂi

JoHn 13:30 AND IT WAS NIGHT' INTO WHICH

WENT WHEN HE BETRAYED JEsus. G. H. MORRISON HAD
AN INTERESTING COMMENT ON THIS SUBJECT "WE CRAVE
FOR LIBERTY FROM -COMMON-—DRUDGERY. WE SEEM TO BE
MISSING SO MUCH IN THE ROUTINE., WE LONG FOR A

| ARGER—LIFE. [HE-ANGEL-MUSIC NEVER COMES Ti AY.
HEAVEN HAS NEVER A SONG FOR THOSE WHO SHIRK.,

WAS ON MEN WHO WERE FAITHFUL TO THEIR A POINTED
TASK THAT THERE BROKE THE GLORY OF THE LORD,

I, HEPHERDS WERE ;
~ (e ITH A;%éfﬁfﬁ&ggﬁﬁ; - v. 9-14
g

A Ag_ﬂmﬁEL =
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[T 1S IMPORTANT TO NOTICE THAT THE WORD “THE" DOES
NOT APPEAR_IN THE QRIGINAL.IEXT AND IS SO NOTED IN
™ THE_LA.S.B. THIS IS AN IMPORTANT POINT BECAUSE
! PREIN E MANIFESTATIOI

AS CHRIST BY COMPARING (JupGEs 15: . B
T IS INTERESTING TO NOT
ORD NEVER APPEARS' AFTER THE BIRTH OF (HRIST,

SOMEONE HAS POINTED OUT THAT THE CHARACTER OF THESE

MEN IS REVEALED IN THEIR REACTION TO THE PRESENCE

OF AN ANGEL. J10SZ.PEQOPLE WOULD HAVE BEEN SATISFIED

WITH SUCH A?-:ﬂlﬂ]ﬁﬂgyb THAT 1S, QE._HAVING SEEN

. THINK HOW THEY COULD HAVE TALKED ABOUT
UCH AN EXPERIENCE IN GOING FROM CHURCH TO CHURCH,
S, -CLURS, ON-RADIO AND TELEVISION,

OR THEY MIGHT HAVE FORMED THEIR OW

RELATING THIS HEAVENLY EXPERIENCE. LEASE NOTICE

THAT ANY-EXPERIENCE THAT DOES.NOT GET PEOPLE TO

JESUS HAS NO LASTING VALUE.

BI AN__ABMI - V. 13_14

THE WORD "6;%;5 IS A MILITARY TERM FOR A BAND OF
) SOLDIERS, ANGELS ARE REGARDED AS FORMING
G

EHOVAH'S HOST OR ARMY AND HE HIMSELF IS THE LEADER.
0D WAS UNDERSCORING THE FACT _THAT THE EVENT THAT
WOULD TAKE PLACE ON EARTH IN BETHLEHEM'S MANGER

HAD THE AROUSED INTEREST OF JINFELLLGENI BEINGS
THROUGHOUT THE UNIVERSE. [T IS INTERESTING TO
NOTICE THAT HERE IS AN ARMY WHOSE PRIME OBJECTIVE
AND PROCLAMATION WAS PEACECANDNOT WAR. (IsA. 9:0)

————— — ——

C. AN ANNOUNCEMENT - V. 10B-12

THE ANNOUNCEMENT WAS ONE OF_GOOD NEWS BRINGING
GREAT JQY TO ALL PEOPLE, AND IT HAD TO DO WITH A
Savior., IT 1s OBVIOUS FROM VERSES LIKE THIS THAT
. MEN TEND TO LGNORE OR
THIS FACT. IF MEN WERE.GOOD ENOUGH OR ABLE

{%ﬁ%ggnlgﬁééiﬁ.lﬂEMSELxﬁs THEN THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN
A SAVIOR LIKE JESUS. IT IS THE FACT
THAT MEN ARE SINNERS AND UNDER THE INDICTTENT EF
SIN THAT IEEY NEED A SAvoor LIKE Jesus. (Luke 19;10,
] iLm. L:d5; : OF ALL THE PLACES I E
™ BIBLE WHERE AS NECESSARY %0 BELIEVE THE
MESSAGE OF GOD, THIS WAS IT. How couLD A BABY
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WRAPPED IN SWADDLING CLOTHES LYING IN A MANGER DO
ANYTHING FOR THE SINS OF MANKIND?

/’\_Jﬂﬂuiﬁﬂlﬁu, IN THE MINDS OF MOST PEOPLE, WAS TO
RELIEVE ISRAEL FROM ROMAN OPPRESSION, AND ESTABLISH
A LITERAL VISIBLE KINGDOM ON THE EARTH. IT TOOK

REAL_EAITH ON THE PART OF THE SHEPHERDS TO BELIEVE
“THE ANGELS MESSEGE ABQUT REDEMPTION IN CHRIST.

et S'-/v‘}‘n-'q....

D. An AnALysis - v. 14

THIS IS A GROSSLY MISUNDERSTOOD V., COMMONLY
ACCEPTED ASIS FOR AMONG
-4wen-e;4::ﬁ;ﬁfffzax_nualslmag_ILME- . CITERALLY
SPEAKS OF PEACE .@N—EARTH TO MEN 4 WHOM. (30D
WELL-PLEASED, PEACE!DOES NOT CO
BECAUSE THEY _EXHIBLT GOODWILL TOWARD ONE ANOTHER)
BUT LASTING PEACE COMES WHEN MEN ARE AT PE N

To GoD _THROUGH CHRIST. %
AND %gﬁ GO TOGETHER, [HERE IS NO PEACE TO THOSE
WHO ARE NOT CONCERNED WITH THE GLORY OF Gop. REAL

LASTING PEACE ON EARTH EXISTES ONLY WITH THOSE IN
WHOM GOD 1S WELL PLEASED, S WE LIVE TO PLEASE (oD,
WE WILL KNOW THE PEACE OF GoD, AS WE SEEK HIS

™ GLORY AND HIS WILL, PEACE AND CONTENTMENT WILL COME
TO THE HUMAN HEART,

[11. THE SHFPHERDS WERE QUICKLY QREDIENT [}
«% ﬂEl chielinittantablite 0 1VEN BY TT
J = V. -10

THE WORDS AND '(EE; ;2 SPEAKS OF THE EACT THAT
THESE SHEPHERDS WERE ' HE

MESSAGE OF THE ANGEL WAS NOT SOMETHING THEY NEEDED
TO _PQNDER O¥ER FOR SEVERAL WEEKS-AND THEN MAKE_A
DECISION, [HEY WERE NOT AT LIBERTY T8 EXAMINE THE
MESSAGE AND THEN PROMPTLY IGNORE IT, GOD REQUIRED
ON THEIR PART., [HE LITTLE WORD

HAS REEK RDS SO TRANSLATED IN THE
' OR EXAwP H NOW ARE WE
THE SONS OF GOD - = NOW_T AﬁﬁEAR IN
H E

THE PRESENCE OF GOD FOR US

RREACHETY THE FAITHWHICH ONCE HE DESTROYED"
: OD NOW _CQMMANDETH ALL MEN EVERYWHERE
TO REPENT [T Cor, 6:2 "Now IS"TEEDACCEPTEB
™ TIME.,.NOW IS THE DAY OF SALVATION Lukg 16:25

“NOW HE 1S COMFORTED AND THOU ART TORMENTED”

EALIH-DLD.NDITEBQQRA§ILNAIE- [T AROSE AND SOUGHT
THE SAVIOR. [HESE MEN MIGHT HAVE SAID THAT THERE

ARE=BABLES._BORN_EVERY DAY AND THEY COULD HAVE
QUESTIONED WHAT WAS SO UNIQUE ABOUT THIS ONE

..\ //
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PARTICULAR BABY, BUT THEY DID NOT. THERE ARE
SOME OPPORTUNITIES WHICH COME OUR WAY&M.—LN_A

M, LLEETIME, -ONCE-PAST, THEY NEVER RETURN, WE NEED
TO KEEP OUR EYES OPEN TO THE MESSAGE OF GOD AND
BE WILLING TO RESPOND WHEN WE HEAR IT.

IV. THE QHEP*IE DS NE?EW
ABOUT JESUS WITH O =Wy, Lf=Z

IF [ may PARAPHRASE A POSTER WHICH [ sAW RECENTLY
THAT SAID D 11" THE SHEPHERDS MIGHT HAVE
4- HEY WERE WILLING TO
NOTHING IS SAID IN

1\
H I'A\Vl :-m

FACT, HE PROBABLY_DID__NQL.KNQW WHAT WAS GOING ON
RIGHT ON HIS OWN=PREMTSES UNDER HIS NOSE.

T _NIGHT S

_WAS_BORN_IN-HIS_STABLE THAT NIGHT AND HE WA
T OF THAT FACT BECAUSE PROBA S
JUDGMENT IT WAS THE WRONG PLACE AND.THE WRONG TIME

FOR KINGS TO BE BORN, AFTER ALL, WE WERE RUNNING
A PROGRAM FOR KINGS IT WOULD BE IN THE BEST.

FACILITIES MAN COULD BUILD, ONE OF THE PROBLEMS IN

DMENTAL CHURCHES T-I_HAVE CALLED ,EEQHARLAH

(CF. Cuke 1: 19 2D UNBELIEF ALWAYS
tSIEEHEESZiHE_IQNﬁuﬁ SE SHEPHERDS REMIND
OF A STORY TOLD BY A FRIEND OF MINE CONCERNING

a’%ﬁﬂ_LADLES IN AN ELEVATOR IN A SOUTHERN CITY

=SEVERAL YEARS AGO. IT PERTAINED TO A DOCTOR AND
RELIEF ONE WOMAN FOUND WITH HIM, WHEN SHE GOT SO
MUCH HELP HER MIND IMMEDIATELY TURNED TO A FRIEND

WHO HAD A SIMILAR PROBLEM, HOPING SHE COULD BE
HELPFUL TO SOMEONE ELSE WITH HER RECENT DISCOVERY.

ﬂ_ERQEESSLNG

HERE MAY B RAL REASONS'
!qp) TANY WHO PROEESS DO NOT POS.S_E_SS@ AILURE TO
ELOP CORRECT SPIRITUAL HABITS AND THE ACQUISITION
OF SKILL IN WITNESSING, WE MUST WAN 0 WITNESS
BADLY ENOUGH TO LEARN HOW TO DO IT! SOME FOLK
ARE IN SUCH .BAD-SHAPE SEPIRLTIUALLY THEY DARE-NOT
APPROACH ANOTHER PERSON ABOUT THIS SUBJECT. IT IS
DIFFICULT FOR ONE DROWNING MAN TO HELP ANOTHER WHEN
THE FIRST MAN IS PRIMARILY CONCERNED WITH HIS QWN
™ SAFEFY. OQuR SUBJECT TODA% HAS TO DO WITH SHEPHERDS
WHO FOUND THE_SHEPHERD. IHE LORD JEsus CHRIST IS

\ 4



-b6-

JALBED THE:SgEEHERD_ANB_BiSHQEAQE_DUR_SﬂuLS"rIN
ETER 2:2 JN THE SAME BoOK IN CHAPTER >:4

HE IS CALLED JHE"CHLEE-SHERHERD.” IN HEB, 13:20
#™,. HE IS CALLED THATé&UEH@,BD OF THE SHEEP.”
THE WORD SHEPHERD SED MORE IN.LUKE 2 THAN ANY
QTHER_CHAPTER IN THE BIBLE WITH THE EXCEPTIONOF
: WHERE IS USED ONE, MORE TIME TO DgSCRIBE

?%g' ESUS HRIST AS THE "GOOD SHEPHE

SIMPLE MENWHOSE 0 5552
DISCOVERED THE PERSON ABOUT wHoM DA KE
IN

3. EVERY MAN IS LOOKING FO
For SOME; THAT SHEPHERD WILL BE A NILL

LEAD THEM INTQ Ha;ua.ﬂﬁ.aﬁy, BUT FOR THOSE WHO
FoLLOW JESUS CHRIST, HE LEADS THEM INTO PATHS OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS AND ETERNAL GLORY. UESTION: WHO'




Titue 2:11-14

" THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS" Fracma)

QO‘\U(,(S .
= It is not my purpose in using such a title|to go

associa as js of

seek to disprove that as nothing t8 46 with the

this is not my purpose.
Rather to take the present day attitudes of men regarding

Christmas and compare them with what the Bible says about
such things,.

Most of us are familiar with the story around Dickens
"Christmas Carol" and the rather unusual manner in which
Scrooge learned something about the spirit of giving. We
are quick to comdemn him for his terrible attutude but really
are we so much better in our day:

a, Wloman who saw a manger scend in a department store

window and was heard to say: WMng,
ll I . I ! ] - . 3 I gl i l '

\) b. Little boy may have been closer to the truth tham he
realized when he quoted John 3:16 and substituted the
words "only forgotten son!

f\ / Christmas is the_strangest season of the year. People
/ who have been grouchy and grumpy all year suddenly begin to
mellow just a litte--sometimes not much!} i

LE0ODLE (e - - y KIDOW Al =Hgels o

e 'z = V
picansy "People whe
buy things they don't need with money they don't have to
impress people they don't like"-—=this surely must fit the
Christmas season. How many of us run out at the last moment
\ to buy an extra box of cards to send one to that family who

t Jgent you one and you forgot to send them one!
d whv me WaS

Even in this world in which we live s whicl !
grace, mercy is shown by the cross: Green, Red, White, Siue

-NTHE TRue CHrisT :

MBS (2 /F~7 <~ " .
1, "For the grace of God"L Vil " gence

Qg What is the grace of God? Grace. is divine favor, un-

2 M, i and to the « "Everything for nothing to

———

—~

ose who don't deserve anything." Gracg--the one thing

man-eaanat, by} -ﬁiunmss%%?—lﬁ must DOZLYSIN
Only “od can give gracel The Bible has much to say

about grace:

1, Our Lord the personification of graceﬁohn 1:14—113)
In Christ men can see the grace of the father for He
is the fulness of that divine favor.

-
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“tem. 31 24

Ak
2 Our Lord saves men by grace a —Eph, 2:8=9

"Saved By Grace Alone"
"Amazing Grace" Titus 3:5=7
Why does God save me is way only?

a. No man can ever t)of his accomplishment for
salvation or Calvary“would have been in vain,
be For God's glory: Eph. 2:7
"That in the ages to come he might shew the
exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness
toward us through Ohrist Jesus."

2. "That Bringeth Salvation"
a, Matt, 1:RlseeeChrist came to save men.
be Titus 2:14 Not Bethlehem but Calvaryl

3. "Hath Appeared To All Men" "did appear" - %ﬂ-

a. Simeon--Luke 2:30
Simeon saw Christ and rdcognized Him as the Saviour of
mea--this has never changed.

b. Shepherds— Luke 2:11 "a Saviour"

~Common folk=--poor

c. Wise=Men— Matt,2:11 "worshipped him"

d. Salvation has never changed--same today as then—
Christe— Acts. 4312
No man can ever look inot the face of God and say,
"I never had a chance-—-God's salvation has appeared
to men at Calvary———come, to Him--nowl

SPILIT
IT. THE TRUE CHRI'TUAS RESPONSIBILITY v.12 ''godlinegs

ol or e uagplinggs — ool atlen donk — bk
Godliness ing we are to hppe for in the
e...notice "in this present world."

#¥#Mr, Barthel telling about o would drink at
this time of the year.
Men do not rejoice in th ' of Christe—

but rather turn to lust and greed,

es a person attain this? He can't until he
knows Christ as Saviour=-—like awear without a2 medor--
no power to live a Christian life until Christ comes
in. Rev. 3:20 Al 507

III. THE TRUE CHRISTMAB HOPE v.1l3 "glory"

At our Lord's first coming, darkness of human history,
the Pax Romana did not help the sorrowing heart.
They were looking for a "deliverer" in Israel just as
Moses in the long ago.
His Second Coming will be in power and glory.
? Liwe.somewhers forever!
Alex. Great—-buried with hand out of coffin—-nothing
1 the 1life to come.

)7 &
G A /
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GALATIANS 4:4-5

TWO YEARS AGO, WE ENGAGED A COMPANY TO ASSIST OUR

CHURCH IN A LONG-RANGE DEVELOPMENT PRQGRAM. __HowW-

EVER, BEFORE THIS COMPANY WAS HIRED, | SPENT SOME
“TTNE CHECKING OTHER CHURCHES WHO HAD BEEN THEIR

LIENT?. AFTER TRIPS T » LNDIANA, AND
ipdlg, WAS IMPRESSED WITH ONE OUTSTANDING FACT.
HE cnmaua:an.a*;;u;uaa ALL LOOKED LIKE THE ARCHI-
ECTS PIC 1T SEEMS THAT THIS COMPANY BUILDS
-%FKT-TT-§AYS IT WILL BUILD, NAMELY, THEY BUILD
JFH¥NHaLNQ_IO .+ ANY WELL-RUN ORGANIZA-
N MUST HAVEEE&&EEE&HEE_&QAL&. ITHOUT THESE
GOALS LITTLE PROGRESS WILL BE MADE. WHAT IS

TRUE OF IS ALSO TRUE OF
Gop’s i IS NOT RUNNING WILD WITH
NO ONE AT THE CONT , IT ONLY SEEMS THAT WAY!

Gop HASW FOR _HUMAN HISTORY AS
WELL AS F ERY CHRISTIANS INDIVIDUAL
N LIFE. TODAY, WE CONTINUE QUR STUDIES_IN THE GREAT

J#ﬂ&?.“ﬂijf?:§ OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. THIS VERSE
SPEAKS OF GOD"S GREAT PLAN FOR THE AGES.,

[, GOD'S PROGRAM IS ALWAYS QN SCHEDULE - “But

WHEN THE FULLNESS OF TIME WAS COME

ALMQST TWO THOUSAND YEARS AGO IN AN OBSCURE TOWN

IN PALESTINE, AN EVENT TOOK PLACE WHICH WOULD

INFLUENCE HISTORY MORE THAN ANY OTHER SINGLE EVENT
LAB,E WAS BORN IN A STABLE

PRIOR TO THAT TIME.

NEAR AN INN. F THE CHILD WERE NOT

OF NQBLE BIRTH, THEY WERE ¥8| EE&HHY BUT TEE
ORD

CHILD WAS DESTINED TO B GS AND
oF LoRrps. OF ALL HISTORY WOULD
T L . (GOD HAD PREPARED THE
W ET HISTORIC AND DEVASTAT-

ING MOMENT IN HISTORY. OMEONE HAS WELL-SAID THAT

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST IS THE . WE
THINK OF HISTORY AS LITERALLY, . _THE TERMS
C AND AC INDICATE THIS TRUTH. [HE VAST RQMAN

WTTH ITS ROAD AND LEGAL SYSTEMS DOMINATED
THE WORLD, 1. MADE IT POSSIBLE
FOR THE FIRS STORY FOR MEN TO
COMMUNICATE ON A WORLD WIDE BASIS. JUDAISM HAD

| -



" i n 2
1

PREPARED THE WORLD RELIGIOUSLY. THE SIGNIFICANCE
F Y OF THE TIME IS REFLECTED IN THE FACT THAT THERE

WERE OVER SIXTY MILLIO IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE
OF THE APPROXIMATELY 2 INHABITANTS OF
EARTH. HAD NO RIGHTS. HE WAS THE PROPERTY

OF HER HUSBAND AND MORALITY IN MARRIED LIFE WAS
HARDLY KNOWN. Y WAS EVERYWHERE.

; IF NOT BY AWARENESS, SURELY
BECAUSE OF ”EEDT UR TEXT REFERS TO THE FULLNESS

OF THE TIME HE WORD FULLNESS IS USED ELSEWHERE

IN THE BIBLE AS ubiskiskesdlf  OR TO '
THIS TERM WAS USED TO DESCRIBE WHEN SH
GAVE BIRTH TO JOHN THE BAPTIST. OW CLIZABETH S

FULL TIME CAME THAT SHE §HOUtD BEIEE5IVE§ED; AND
SHE BROUGHT FORTH A SON. YKE HE SAME
TERM IS USED TO REFER TO THE 'FULLNESS OF THE GEN-
TILES . (Romans 11:25) IT was THE.m FOR
CHRIST TO BE BORN., ALL OF THE EVENTS( N GOD
| DIVINE PLAN HAD COME TO CQMPLETIQON N MY OPINION,
Eon IS PREPARING THE WORLD NOW FOR His Son Y
'[SECOND COMING TO EARTH. |HE
OR THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH IS NEARING ITS COM-
o PLETION.) LET US LOOK AT THIS MATTER OF DIVINE
HED Y OPPOSITE END OF THE SPECTRUM,
THESE VERSES REFER TO A FULL-
QUITY CONCERNING THE g,
NS WERE NEARING THE POINT WHERE Qﬁ*ﬁuﬁ
COULD FOREBEAR NO LONGER BUT_THEY

+ TOLERANCE
NOT YET REACHED THE_ERRUPTION STAGE. IHESE VERSES
REFER TO THW WHICH THE LAND
WAS RIPENING FOR JUDG . JUDGMENT REACHED
ITS CULMINATION INM% INE
SCHEDULE MAY BE SEEN IN T AND

WHO KNOWETH WHETHER THOY A%E COME ZO Z INGDOM
FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS?" STHER 4:14) MorDECAI
REMINDED ESTHER THAT THE PURPOSE OF (GOD’'S BRINGING
HER TO A HIGH POSITION IN THE KINGDOM WAS TO SAVE
HER PEOPLE, GOD'S TIMING. IN THIS BOOK IS AMAZING.,
NOT_ONE MIRACLE IS PERFORMED TO PRESERVE THE NATION
oF ISRAEL WHICH SEEMED TO TOTTER ON THE BLINK OF
DESTRUCTION, (0D USED THE NORMAL QCCURANCES OF
EVENTS TO WORK oUT HIS OWN PLAN. GOD IS NEVER T0O
EARLY OR TOO LATE BUT ALWAYS ON SCHEDULE IN HIS
£™  DEALINGS WITH MEN, ESUS SPOKE OF ZTIS
gREAT PLAN OF GOD AS  (JoHn
THEN THEY SOUGHT TO TA J BUT NO MAN LAID
?ANDS ON_HIM, BECAUSE HIS HOUR WAS NOT YET COME,”
JOHN 7:30) “THESE WORDS SPAKE JESUS AND LIFTED

\ y
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UP HIS EYES TO HEAVEN, AND SAID, FATHER, THE
HOUR IS COME; GLORLFY THY SONJ THAT THY SON MAY
ALSO GLORIFY THEE. l.\ GOD DOES ALL

IT. GOD'S PROGRAM CENTERS [N HIS SON - “Gop SENT

FORTH HIS SON 4.

m THE LORD JESUS
HRIST. CCORDING TO LPHESIANS 3 1 Gop HAS A
gmmaﬁﬁﬁmu&al.w WHICH IS
BOUND UP IN RIS OE OTICE THE WORD PURPOSE IS
on’s

IN THE PURPOSE FOR THE WORLD IS

TO CALL OUT FROM AMONG THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD A

REDEEMED.SQCIELY _OF PEOPLE. UOD'S PLAN IS TQ

Sy STNNERS AND TQ PUNISH THOSE WHO REFUSE Gop’s
Y FOR SIN IN JEsus CHRIST., THE EELIEVERS

ELESSIN@ FOR TIME AND ETERNITY_IS BOUND UP
HRIST. MEN WHO SEEK
TO IGNORE JESUS CHRIST IN THIS LIFE SHOULD BE

MADE AWARE OF THE FACT T A THE YILb INDEED FACE
HIM IN JUDGMENT, R. JIM McGInLAY

USED TO REMIND THAT IT IS TO HAVE A WRONG
OPINION ABOUT HILDREN OR

UNSCRIPTURAL O N CONCERNING HE RE-
LATED THE STORY OF A MOINER WHO AS HIM TO PRAY
FOR ”ER SON., § ASKED "WHAT'S WRONG WITH YOUR
SON? “NoTHING" WAS HER REPLY, "HE'S A GOOD BOY
HONEST, UP T; AND HAS NEVER SQUSED ME A MOMENTS
ANX%EIYb INLAY THEN ASKED HY SHOULD PRAY
FOR HIM!

E MOTHER ADDED, ' IHE QNLY THLNG THAT
IS WRONG IS THAT HE DOES NOT KNOW CHRIST.
E IS SUCH A GOOD BOY, | SHALL NOT PRAY FOR HIM,'
HE MOTHER WAS A BIT INDIGNANT AND ASKED WHY SUCH
A STRANGE RESPONSE. UR. MCGINLAY EXPLAINED THAT
GOD IS NOT IN THE BUSINESS OF SAVING -GOOD BOYS
BUT RATHER OF SAVING SINNERS. [HIS MOTHER DID

NOT REALIZE THAT H OF THE ONLY
&RLME THAT WOULD DAMN A SOUL FORE

CRIME IS REJECTION OF CHRIST. T WAS NOT UNTIL
THIS MOTHER WAS WILLING TO PRAY AND RECOGNIZE THAT
ALL OF THE NAIURAL.QUALITIES OF HER SON HAD NOTHING
TO DO WITH THE FACT THAT HE HAD REJECTED GoD'S
SINLESS SON.  ALL QE HIS GOODNESS WAS NOTHING IN
THE EYES OF GOD AS FAR AS SALVATION WAS CONCERNED.

4



THIS MOTHER'S SON HADJH}J;H;JHHL{FE;ST AND THAT

COULD DESTROY HIS SOUL FOREVER, HER LIFE WAS

CENTERED IN HER SON WHEN N FACT HER LIFE NEEDED
@TO BE CENTERED IN HIS SON! My FIRST PASTORATE

OUT OF SEMINARY WAS IN A SMALL NORTHERN NDIANA

TOWN, SOME OF THE_RLQHESI_ﬂQf HAVE EVER SEEN
WAS LOCATED IN THAT COUNTY. 4ANY OF THE PEOPLE
WERE FARMERS WHO CAME FROM A LONG LINE OF FARMERS

WHO DELIGHTED IN THEIR FARMS. | REMEMBER ONE
PARTICULAR OCCASION WHEN A_MAN WAS SHOWING ME
AROUND HIS FARM DESCRIBING HOW HE HAD MADE IT

THROUGFIJHENEEBRESSﬁQN WITH A FEW COWS, PIGS, AND
CHICKENS. NOW THAT TINY EARM HAD DEVELOPED INTO
SEVERAL Huggggﬁnﬂgﬁﬁ%ﬁglamnlug RICH WITH CORN AND
CATTLE BAR MENT = PROSPERITY EVERY-
WHERE, [ ASKED MY FRIEND WHAT HIS @QALS FOR THE
FUTURE WERE WITH REFERENCE TO THE FARM, HE HAD
LIVED AND HEEKED HARD T,

.uaa.agg. WHQLE LIFE WAS WRA HLS
SON:. GOD'S PROGRAM FOR'TE%S WORLD IS BOUND UP

IN HIS SON JESUS CHRIST. WHAT MEN DO WITH HIM WILL
DETERMINE THEIR ETERNAL DESTINY.

ITT. GOD'S_PROGRAM FMPHASTZES REDEMPTION - “To

REDEEM

o

THE BIBLE WORD REDEMPTION IS A TERM THAT WAS

USED PRIMARILY TQ DESCRIBE THE]m
BOR=SOMEFINGE, [T WAS USED OFTEN WITH REFERENCE
TO'SLAMEEM¢E¥§E§ WHERE PEOPLE WERE BQUGHT AND
> SQLE LI « IN HEBREW HISTORY THE WORD
RE

y D EM HAD TO DO WITH THE IDEA OF SAQRLELQE§U¥
PAUL PICKED UP TH DEA

OR AS MUCH AS YE KNOW THAT
MED WITH CORRUPTIBLE THINGS.,AS
SILVER AND GOLD, FROM YOUR VAIN CONVERSATION RE-
CEIVED BY TRADITION FR M YOUR FATHE? BUT WITH
THE PRECIOUS BLOQD OF HRIST.... HIS TERM RE-

EMPTION IN THE BIBLE INDICATES THAT THE
éungT WAS_THE PRICE Ega_gu.e. FORGLENI&H
E 18 TH% BELI VERY READER OF
LD TE

D [ESTAMENT UNDERSTOOD THAT THE CHILDR N OF
SRAEL WERE REDEEMED FROM EGYPT'S BONDAGE,
@™  DEATH OF THE PASSOVER tAMB WAS INV?LVED IN Tgl%
BEDEMPTION. (CoMPARE EPHESIANS 1: OMANS
BEING JUSTIFIED FREELY BY HIS GRACE TH?OUGH THE
REDEMPTION THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUus, HE Book OF
RUTH BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATES THIS GREAT BIBLICAL

! y




TRUTH QF REDEMPTION, THE PRINCIPLE WAS AS FOLLOWS:

o IF AN WAS IN BONDAGE, PROVISION
MADE ' NE WHO WA TO
THE SLAV RICE IN ORDER THA E

SLAVE MIGHT GO FREE, |HE PERSON WHO PAID THIS
PRICE WAS CALLED THE m IN ORDER
; FOR THIS TRANSACTION , THERE MUST
' BE MORE THAN SYMPATHY INVOLVED BUT NAMELY sesAusbdldLl Y
2 wREEARLONSELP, THE KINSMAN REDEEMER MUST HAVE THE
OR BE ABLE TO REDEEM AND HE MUST
-} . ALSO, HE MUST NOT BE A SLAVE
HLMSELF . - A GENTILE WHO WAS A TYPE BP'Tﬁe"
' CHURCH AND AS A KINSMAN REDEMMER NAMELY, A
TYPE OF CHRI

THERE_ARE MANY STORIES \rZI;} CH
ILLUSTRATE THIS GBEAT BIBLE PRINCIPLE,

BOATNECEOWNED ') THE PROBLEM IN OUR_WO

ABOUT REDEMPTION. MosST PEOPLE
BELIEVE THERE IS AN, SOME
%Y OR EFFORT BY WHICH -

E GobD. MEN TODAY ARE MUCH LIKE THE

w LIVED DURING THEq OF
THE 10 SHE ENTERED AN INSURANCE OFFICE IN

o MINNEAPOLIS CARRYING A POLICY AND EXPLAINED THAT
SHE WAS UNABLE TO MAKE THE PAYMENTS. SHE SAID
SHE WORKED HARD BUT HARDLY HAD ENOUGH FOR FOOD
AND CLOTHING AND SHELTER LET ALONE INSURANCE PAY-
MENTS. AFTER A QUICK INVESTIGATION THE CLERK
SAW THAT THE POLICY HAD ALREADY BEEN Eﬂﬁﬁgﬁz
STRANGELY ENOUGH THE POLICY WAS ON H
WHO HAD BEEN DEAD FOR IEEEET%EQBS'
INVESTIGATION THE LADY
THE VALUE OF THE POLICY AND APPROPRIATE
FOR OVER-PAID PREMIUMS. MANY PEOPLE ARE LIKE
THIS WOMAN TRYING TO G

" JEsus CHRIST PAID
THE FULL PAYMENT FOR YOUR AND MY REDEMPTION
ON THE CR0OSS OF CHRIST. (RELATE STORY OF MIs-
SIONARY - AFRICA AND A TRANSLATION OF
m. HE WAS TOLD THE STORY OF

HESE PEOPLE WERE SLAVES THAT HUGE IRON

COLLARS WERE PLACED ABOUT THE CAPTIVES NECKS WHICH
CHAINS WERE ATTACHED, IN SERVITUDE THEY DARED
NOT STRAIN FOR THE COLLAR WOULD BRUISE THEIR

#™»  THROATS AND SHUT OFF RESPIRATION. LIBERATION
FlNA Y GCAME=FHE=BEST=PART O F—

R

~4EADS-.OUT..OFTHESEIRON BANDS, ~= MAKE APPROPRIATE

COMMENT .

L * N

FTER A BRIEF
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A NEW YEAR

Each year brings new things into our lives. We will
4!!\ never be together just exactly as we are today. Tre new
b year will bring (1) new jobs, new home and new friends.
(2)_marriage (3)_scnooling, perhaps far from home. (L) Some
will grow pearer the Lord, others will slip away. 4 would like
to suggest 3 "new things" which wouid be of great blessing to
us all in tne following year:

I. NEW LIFE =--2 Cor. 5:17 )
oome of you were not born again this time last years or
you 1963 was your first birth day. tamb's book of life,
This verse tells us some interesting tnings about the "new
life" we have in Christ.
A. CUNDITIONAL "if®
God has made adequate provision for all to be saved.
Eut we must respond to Gods invitation.(Use $ to show
difference between "believe" and "receive".
E. UNIVERSAL "any man" Iit."anyone'
God is no respecter of persons. Anyone who will plead
the merits of Christ for salvation can be saved.
(1) The salvation of the soul knows no racial or nat-
ional bounds. The answer to the problesm of the
(915 human heart--everywhere.
C. POSITIONAL "n Christ" Hom.3:2L, 6:23; 8:1 and 8:39’
Some look for salvation elsewhere. Acts 412
D. SUPERNATURAL "new creation"
Is this just "overhauling" the old life. =& psychological
boost. This activity is the same activity by the same
person wno was active when Uod created the Universe.
Titus 3:
New life where oncecthere was death.
Problem:

I'Even in Yundamental crurches, too many who have made a
profession, on the roll, baptized, but no new life.
#k¥% _lhe animal museum on route 17. They nave all of

the outward appearance bd?\fothing on the insidel

Do ve 'SPW Joc k
HAppI)idS”
—‘..}_-;. —
Paul was.never satisfied with lasts labor. *“~ooked for pnew
areas of service. ( ‘oo many churches not vision--*arry Simms
18 months without a conversion--sleeping church,)
Ao PERSUNAL "unto me"
'ﬂ God has a particular job for each of us—none else can
X \do it as you can. (I get discouraged wren I hear men
/like Lester Fipkin and John MeCormick--1 will never pre-
ach as they do--but theycan't do my work for the Lord.
Same with us® 5.5, class, other offices. GIVE I YOUK
VLEY BESTs*IF WORTH DOING, WOKTH DOING KIGHT.

\ 4

IT. NEW UPPURTUNITY=---1 Cor,. 16:9




B.

C.

D.

IIl.

PUWERFUL "effectual"

The work "effectual" from word we get "energy". Used in
Greek papyri of a mill in "working order! The idea is
that of *work! The Lord's work is work! _It takes work
to win sould, it takes work to keep a_ciurch going. ZSeep

people happy and out of one anothners nairl

Paul was willing to work for Jesus! Mmwx EFFORTY

PROVIDENTIAL--"is open" lit. "is wide open"

God opens the door of our seriiee. 1f I did not believe
~this I would nave resigned this church a dozen times

last year! We seek His will in prayer and wait for fis

leading=—then when the door is open-—go thru}
PERILOUS==-"many adversaires"

"I'ne door to the room of success kZx® swings on eht hinges

of opposition.”

Problem: Our adversaries are not from "witnout" but more
from "within? I haven't had one run in with one sinner in
all of Northvilie about my stand for Christ-—=-but some of
the saints have sure given me some anxious moments}

Read Acts 18-20 Dbut Paul went thru the door all the

way to Nero's dungeon and death.

—
NEW HOPE-- James 538 <!is very near'V
How could James say this. It has been 1900 years since
this statement was made and Christ has not come. Foint?
Then His coming is near now tuian ever before.
1s there "hope" in a world wnere men are at odds about
poditical philosophy and possess the power to eliminate
one anotneri{ 2. ls tihere hope in an age where _apostacy is
increasing? 3. ls tuere nope in a world dominated by
materialism? L. Is thre hope in a world where tne_cuurch
is asleep?
Answer: Yes,
The word hope does not occur in the Gospels. In Acts 2:26
it first occurs as a quotation of Psa, 16:9. The reb.
word meant "to cling as a child to its mother"
Wwhere is our hope?
i1s it attached to Jesus Christ?
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