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LEST WE FORGET

DeutErRONOMY 6:1-12

1EEST CHRISTIANS KNOW VERY. LITTLE ABOUT. THE-BQQK.QF
IT wAS ONE OF JESHUSSFAVORITE=BOQKS

4
AS A MATTER OF FACT HE QUOTED FROM THIS BOOK MORE

THE WORD LITERALITY MEANS T
1S THEJBODKSOREREVEEY 1N WHICH GOD SHOWS THA
ONCE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WERE RELATED TO (GOD

THROUGH THEIR RESPONSIBILITY WAS TO
+IN.ONE SENSE.OF THE WORD, DEUTER-
ONOMY IS T _ . IT IS THE

BOOK WHICH PREPARED ANWONBERIMGSMATEON TO ENTER INTO
THE LAND WHICH GOD HAD PROMISED THEM. LS_IHE_NALLQN
PREPARED_TQ_ENTER_THE PR

TOREVEEN_THE LAW WHICH.
CONVENANT OF (0D TQ THE PEQPLE. SIMPLY STATED, DEUT-
[H Ret ON_THOSE WHO DO NOT, [CVERYTHING DEPENDED

#™  UPON OBEDIENCE TO % PERITY, HAPPINESS AND
. DN ON._OF. . THE _PROMLSED. | AND WERE DEPENDED UPON

THAVANY_OTHER ONE. [HE TLBEE-QUOTATIONS DIRING
HI'S JEMBTATION WERE FROM THE BOOK OF ENRONNY,

OBEDIENCE. ELT . WA JTHE. BOOK WHICH PREPARED TH
PEQPLE. TO. ENTER..THE. | AND. OF._PROM T COVERS ONLY
A ZJONTH PERIOD OF TIME. [|HE BOOK OF DEUT._OPENS

WITH THE CHILDREN_OF ISRAEL ON THE RORDER OF THE

LAND OF CANAAN, Mmmﬁm.ama—
W. HEY HAD SPENT AN ENTIRE
GENERATION AROUND GOING OVER THE _SAME.IER-

LOULD DIE QUT, FORE THEY ENTERED THE LAND, WOD GIVES

rSEVERL.UAW]-ES AND THIS IS THE BASIS FOR_QUR D

?FTODA . UNE OF THE BIG DANGERS WAS THAT OREQRGEILING
. ;

Vi % QRGO
US|

- ALWAYS FORGETS
'HIS LUNCH OR MONEY TO PURCHASE IT. .EERLNW

'HAS A PERSON WHO HAS FORGOTTEN TO PURCHASE SOMETHING
AT THE STORE, EVERYONE OF US HAS WAITED FOR ONE RE-
MAINING PERSON FOR A _M§D FAILS TO SHOW UP AND
HIS ONLY EXCUSE IS I FORGOT., SELDOM DOES A VAGATION-
GIN THE TRIP WITHOUT SOMETHING BEING
™,  FORGOTTEN, DOOR, WINDOW, NOTE, SUITE CASE SOME-

' 'THING HAS BEEN FORGOTTEN. BEFORE THE NATION ENTERED

]

Do e st Cofl s aside o o agaBion af el
b wall . Ot dy B il L - W v B P s NI/
ry_vjut\d Yove u,..é..uﬂu-{_ . K"-\j;f—paf E-b-/:n»a_. = Crulisie P —
I\\\\ \.":ij M:;:_\\ ,L»«—UL’JH_.L Jiv u..q(utﬁmg ) /



LEST WE FORGET 2,

THE LAND THAT GOD HAS PROMISED THEM THERE WERE SOME
THINGS WHICH THEY DARED NOT FORGET.

I, : G -
THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL LIMIN WHICH NEIGH-
BORING NATIONS WORSHIPPED . VEN WORSHIPPED
47 THE GOD OF THE.SUL, MOON, SEA, SKY, WLAD,
rne  MOUNTAINS, AND EVERY OTHER CREATED THING. gHER NATIONS
==~ HAD JRIBAL _GODS MOST OF WHICH INVOLVED SEX AS A SACRED
ACT OF WORSHIP.

E

( HE
(0D WHOM THE HEBREWS SERVED WAS ONE WHO CO LD MEET THE
NEEDS OF LLVING MEN BECAUSE E IS ALIVE, aF A
MATTER OF FACT, ACCORDING TO V. 4 THERE IS NO OTHER GoD

AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL NERE TO WORSHI PaskblEONE=AND.

! IT IS FOOLISH TO IMAGINE MEN WOULD BOW DOWN
TO SOME KIND OF HEATHgN IMIN pUR ENLIGHTENED ERA.
HOWEVER, MEN DO FIND maza.mns TO WORSHIP,
MEN VDRSHIP_NAILBE, EALTH, SPOQ

BREAD\CLRCUS PHILOSOPHY DOMINATED S TEINKING.

PEOPLE WERE ABSORBED WIT AND SHOWS. PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

WHERE EVERYTHING STOPPED AND PEOPLE THRONGED TO_.STATE

LRROVIDED.AMUSEMENTS, DURING THE TIME oF [1TUS THEIR 100

CONSECUTIVE DAYS OF SHOWS AND HOLIDAYS. [ﬁ_ELBSU.LLQE

-PLEASURE._WAS. THE_HARDEST.WORK: A PASSION FOR GAVBLING,
CHARIOT RACING AND.BIG.TIMES.SPORTS OF OUR

DAY BARE A CLOSE RESEMBLANCE IN THE LARGE CROWDS OF

SPECTATORS AND THE HUGE.ELNANCIAL.REWARDS. FOR_SPORIS.

IT IS INTERESTING THAT CHRISTIANITY CAME INTO-THE WORLD

SURROUNDED BY A SOCIETY THAT.IHRILLED _TO _MURDER IN

NAME OF SPORT. IF A 'PERSONS SUPREME LOYALTY IS TO

EVERYTHING ELSE WILL TAKE ITS PROPER PLACE,

0D HAS
M IS THE

A RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPPED ESPECIALLY CHRISTIANS. SUNDAY
B 15 ,ﬁ

= ALL DAY LONG. HE CURRENT ISSUE



| EST WE_FORGET 3

“/J "1 //0(/35

OF THE BAPTIST’BU/LLETI[G FEATURES AN ARTICLE ENTITLED

WHICH IS A SCRIPTURAL EXAMINATION

' 175,  JMMSTRATIGN] WERE GIVEN IN THE

ARTICLE OF A PARTICULAR FAMILY, MEMBERS OF A BIBLE
BELIEVING CHURCH WHO TOOK OFF EACH POSSIBLE WEEK-END
TO GO TO THE.WOODS OR.BEACH. HOWEVER, THEY WERE CON-
VICTED ABOUT BEING AWAY FROM CHURCH BUT ON THE RETURN
TRIP CONSTANTLY GRUMBLED AND COMPLAINED ABOUT HAVING

0 GIVE UP THEIR WEEK=END IN ORDER TO BE IN CHURCH.

HEIR _SMALL_CHIIDREN LISTENED TO THIS GRUMBLING FOR
A NUMBER OF YEARS AND SOON AS THEY WERE OLD ENOUGH

10 BE ON THEIR OHLLEET TE CHLECH,

: " NHAT WECD THAT REVEALS OUR
RELATIONSHIP TO D. WE ARE BEGINNING THE.SUMMER

.SEASQDLAND W LOSE THEIR

BRINGS THE u T0 AVERY M-
ON. JESUS QUOTED THIS VERSE I

J CHILDR?} LEARNED TOLREAR IN ORDER
TO READ THE SCRIPTURES. BELIEVED THAT_ALL

UCATION WAS BASED UPON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. [O_THE
...%L THE REAL CENTER OF EDUCATION WAS JHE.HOQME. [HEY
BELIEVED THAT EDUCATION WAS NOT EDUCATION IN JUST THE
ACADEMIC OR.IECHNICAL SENSE BUT EDUCATION IN THE

cuun -.---

SIBILITYOR EDTING A CHILD LAY FAIRLY AND SQUARELY
ON THE.RARENLS. THEY ALSO BELIEVED THAT.ALTEACHER WAS

WERE CONCERNED
ABOUT TH - OF THE TEACHER AS MUCH AS HIS

ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS: [HEY KNEW THAT;DNI#”?HAEAGFER
FOULD_BEGET CHARACIER. WILLIAM BARCLAY, SAYS "IN

ALESTINE THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER WAS NO HALF

DESPISED DREBGE WITH A THANKLESS TASK: HE WAS THE
SERVANT OF WOD AND OF THE COMMUNITY, HELD IN HONOR

-~ BECAUSJE. HE WAS_DOING THE GREATEST TASK THAT A MAN CAN
[ DO,




~

Vo Y AMERICA,

\

—HOME. May 1 ALSO SAY, THAT T

LISH A HOME AND TO TRAIN THEIR CHILDREN BUT .SQMETHING.

LJASK, WERE IT NOT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD IT WOULD BE A
FUTILE ATTEMPT,
EACHING PERIOD OR SHOULD | SAY_LNDQ WHAT THE

LEST WE FORGET I,

IS A PARENTS DUTY AND IF WE FAIL TO BRING THEM UP_PRO-
PERLY WE ADD SORROW TO THE CHILD AND ONES SELF. [HE
WHOLE TASK OF EDUCATION IS LAID SQUARELY ON THE SHOULDERS
F THE FATHER WHO IS HEAD OF THE HOUSE HOLD AND THE HOME.
D GAVE PARENTS CHILDREN AND (0D EXPECTS THE PARENT TO
BE RESPONSIBILE IN THE TRAINING OF THE CHILD. IN A

==-BOMPEEXSSOCIERN WHERE SCHOOLS HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED WE

HAVE RELEGATED

PAR
NEVER H

EAE-A]\-WSUNG OR SEE A RELIGIOUS PERIODICAL IN
ShE=HQME, |HIS IS TRUE EVEN IN HOMES WHERE PARENTS ARE

ACTIVE IN THE CHURCH. MaANY HOMES TODAY, EVEN AmNG
PROFESSING CHRISTIANS ARE SIMP Y _PLA

NOT PRESLNE TO INSTRUCT PEOP THE PROPER WAY TO ESTAB-

W REFLECT A CONTEMPT FOR THEIR
PARENTS THEY ARE REBELLING AGAINSL.CONFUSED. . INSECLRE
RARENTS.WHO SOMEHOW AREXABLE TO COMMAND PROPER RESPECT
FROM THEIR CHILDREN. FEELING OF“ERUSTRARION AND

HAS SWEPT OVER BIBLE PREACHING CHURCHES.

ARE HELD HOPING TO AWAKEN CHRISTIAN
PARENTS TO_RESPONSIBILITY. HOWEVER, THIS SELDOM DOES
THE JOB. THIS MESSAGE IN DEUT. SUGGEST THAT INSTRUCTION
IN THE THINGS OF THE RD Isw V. SPEAKS OF

MINIMLM : m, HER HAS THE IMPOQ

SCHOOL HAS CONCENTRATED ON FOR AN ENTIRE WEEKW
IS VITAL AT THIS AREA. [HE EFFECTIVENESS OF C IS
SEEN IN THE FACT THAT CHILDREN ARE TAKEN our OF THE
HOME SITUATION: MY CH

: Jo YOU FORCE HIM
HICH KIND OF EDUCATION IS
ARE IN TROUBLE IN
ARE IN TROUBLE.

NEED GOOD AND ADEQUATE STAFF MEMBERS IN THE CHURCH.

TO GO TO PUBLIC SCHOOL !



LEST WE_FORGET 5,

WE NEED AGGRESSIVE Vw FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY.

OOWEVER NOU 0 H RS T OR_A 000
™ MHQLESOME . HOME . LLIEE. s A MATTER OF FACT, HE, HOM

LS MISSING.NOTHING FLSE WILL STEM THE TID
@ PRESS APPRECIATION FOR PARENTS WHO PROVIDED A HOME AS
A PLACE WHERE ROOTS WOULD BE PLACED DOWN. [HE VALUE OF
LIVING IN THE SAME HOME FOR OM A PLACE TO

WHICH CHiLL AND GWE; A SPIRIT AND
LOVE THAT MAKES LIFE G COUPLED BY THE FACT
THAT CHRIST CHANGED THAT HOME.)

IIII ( =
WE ARE PRONE TO THINK OF THE“ BUT GOD

REMINDED ISRAEL OF (oD GAVE
THEMSABIAND” FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY. THAT IS, ALL

OF THE REQUJREMENT HYSLCAL PROSPER
LAND, [T wA
. ISRAEL HAD KN T S

OD IN THE WILDERNESS WHEN TIMES WERI
ALL OF THE BLESSING OF (GOD UPON THEIR LIVES,
[ ERVED A

NOW FACED HAVE ﬁBS
IN THE LIVES OF SOME. WHEN
WAS NQREST AND TIMES WERE DIFFICULT THESE PEOPLE WERE

REGULAR L. CHURCH, AND OTHER ACTIVITIES
HEN THERE CAME A BR®-

MOTION [NCREASED w AT THE
JOB® WHICH ABSORBED MQp

HE PERSON FORGETS TO READ THE
REI'URNS I-DME LAT AND TIRED AND

YJ
¥

FORGETS TO-
PY AT NIGHT.

OFE DISTANT T0 THE LORD'S PEOPLE OUT OF TOUCH WITH
GHRIST AND THE CHURCH AND THEIR INFLUENCE LUPON THE

Q IFE., %mwm% VE ﬁ! RETURNED TO AN AREA WHERE
HAD FORMERLY MINI . | ASK ABOUT ONE OF THE
MO IN THE CHURCH ANB WAS SURPRISED
TO DiISCOVER THE'EQMNERE NOTDOINGWELL .  PROSPERITY WAS

EVIDENT THEY HAD MOVED TO ANOTHER CITY TO W

INCLUDING ONE FOR IVDTHER A NEW N‘%N
ps & : "GODS ! HE SAME SIN WITH
WHICH SRAEL HAD TO WRESTLE THE DANGER OF FORGETTING




LEST WE FORGET .

GOD IN THE MIDST OF PROSPERITY 1§ A GIMEERGEHARNING AND
REMINDER T O EVERY CHRISTIAN, I"M NOT TRYING TO HLAY

IN THE HOME.
AM AWARE OF THE FACT THAT SOMETIMES TOGHiLMEE 1S

HEM HONEVER IS 0 | POSSES: 356
“THEY-POSESS-ME? |HE STORY OF THE RICH YOUNG
RULER IS A FAMILIAR ONE.« HIS PROBLEM WAS NOT HIS
BUT W HE ONLY CURE FOR
WAS A CHANGE IN HIS LIFE AND A NEW
ATTITUDE TOWARD HIS POSESSIONS, SOMEONE HAS WELL
ID,
N TWENTIETH CENTURY AMERICA WHERE MONEY CAN EASILY
BECOME THE ALTEBR AT WHICH EVEN CHRISTIANS WORSHIP
LET US TAKE (GODS WARNING SERIOUSLY TO BEWARE LEST WE
FALL INTQ.THIS=QUlGK=SAND=OR-MATERIAL LSM,



RoBERT K. SPRADLING Jury 4, 1976

DEUTERONOMY 26:7 & ©7F
Lo *

TODAY WE WILL HEAR A GREAT DEAL ABOUT EREEDOM,

LIBERTY, JEAlelAm; AND OERUB).LLN.D_LNE_EAIH.ERS.
AS WE CELEBRATE AMERICA'S 200TH ANNIVERSARY,

. INSTEAD OF TALKING ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTION OF
o, OUR FOUNDERS, LET ME FOCYS YOUR ATTENTION ON
T3N&THE 0D OF OUR FATHERS:Y MOST PEOPLE KNOW MORE

R ABOUE.MAJQB.LEAﬁﬂE.B%&EﬁALL THAN THEY DO ABOUT
X OD OF THE DIBLE! APART FROM THE FACT THAT
¢ MOST PEOPLE KNOW VERY LITTLE ABOUT
HEY LOOK UPON GOD VERY MUCH LIKE THE
LITTLE GIRL WHO WAS ASKED BY HER FATHER IF SHE
WANTED TO GO FOR A WALK. K WHEN IT WAS ALL OVER
JER FATHER SAID TO HER, "WELL, WASN' T THAT OVELY?’
AREN'T YOU GLAD YOU WENT FO ER ANSWER
WAS ?LMP% HAD TO COME, YOU ARE BIGGER THAN
HIS IS ABOUT ALL MOST PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT
%%, 00D, NAMELY, HE IS_BIGGER THAN WE,ARE AND IN SOME
Lj y RESPECTS IS A GLORIFIED KILL=JQY" JUST WAITING
TO POUNCE ON THOSE WHO MAKE A MISTAKE. [|HE
THEOLOGICAL LIBERAL LIKES TO USE THE_WORD
f:}\\”EAIgggﬂQQD_WHEN TALKING ABOUT GoD. FOR _SOME REASON
“p,/, MEN LIKE TO SPEAK OF THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD
‘*QL BECAUSE IT GIVES THEM SOME _CLAIM TO HIM, HOWEVER,

THIS IS ONE QF THE ﬁREAI_ERRQR& CONCERNING THE
DOCTRINE OF on.
EIR EOBERT KNDEBSON HAS MORE ACCURATELY REFERRED

TO THE CONCERNING THE UNSAVED.
GOD WE
us EN LIKE TO SPEAK OF THE
ACT THAT BEING CREAIURES OF GOD GIVES THEM SOME
/” KIND OF CLAIM UPON HIM, BUT FORGET THAT A SPIRITUAL
RELATIONSHIP ~TO- (GOD, AS OPPOSED TO A PHYSIC
.§ELAIIDNSHLE %PENDS UPON_OUR IDENTIFICATION WITH
~ JESUS CHRIST., (GALATIANS 3:26) STRICTLY SPEAKING,
| THE MAN WHO REJECTS JESUS CHRIST FORFEITS ANY
CLAIM TO GOD FROM A SPIRITUAL POINT OF VIEW.

As A CREATURE OF GOD, ALL MEN ARE RESPONSIBLE TO
HIM BUT NOT IN A FATHER - SON RELATIONSHIP,

N4




PAGE 2

IN OUR STUDY TODAY WE WILL LOOK AT THREE
ATTRIBUTES OF THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS:

I. THE GOD OF OUR FATHFRS IS EAITHFUL-PsALm 36:5

THR8UGHOUT THE OLD TEST THE FAITHFULNESS
OoF GOD SHINES Kﬁmﬂ%ﬁux IO A_SIN
—DARKENED WORLD, FOR EXAMPLE IN,LAMJNIAIIONS 3:22=23

WE READ THESE WORDS. T IS OF THE
THAT WE ARE_NOT CONSUMED, BECAUSE OIS COMPASSIONS

FAIL NOT. THEY ARE NEW EVERY MORNING: GREAT

IS THY FAITHFULNESS,  JEREMIAH, THE WEEPING
PROPHET, HAD PREDICTED THE DESTRUCTION OF
JERUSALEM, HE WATCHED THE NATION CAUGHT IN

THE GRIPS OF MORAL AND.SPIRITUAL DECAY AND
PREDICTED THAT BABYLONIAN ARMIES WOULD swETP
DOWN UPON THE NATION AND BRING JUDGMENT. IN THE
MIDST OF=A-NATIONAL-CRISIS, INSTEAD OF GIVING

UP IN DESPAIR, JEREMIAH POINTED GOD'S PEOPLE
TO T WHOSE EEEEEEEEE M
M_WAS

™ THE.CITY_OF JERUSAI iggféifiﬂEuLﬂEﬁs
_ﬂl%ﬁmm H1s WORD. KNEW FULL WELL
THAT GOD IS IN KEEPING

HIS PROMISES AND THUS HE EMPHASIZED THE ONLY
HOPE FOR A_EICKLE AND FALTHLESS.BEOPLE WAS TO

FLING THEMSELVES UPON THE NG, FAITHF
. [HIS TERM HAS SPECIAL MEANING HE
AND [

jT RELATES CHRISTIANS. ND

HRIST ESUS OUR LORD, WHE—WITH ENABLED

ME, FOR THAT HE COUNTED ME EAIT

INTO THE MINISTRY, IMOTHY—T" ND THE
THINGS WHICH THOU HAST HEARD OF ME AMONG—MANY-—
WITNESSES, THE SAME COMMIT THOU TO<FAITHFUL MEN )
WHO SHALL BE ABLE TO TEACH OTHERS ALSO: M-

OTHY 2:2) "“IF ANY B SS, THE HUSBAND
OF ONE WIFE, HAVING ¢ OT ACCUSED
OF RIOT OR UNRULY.,

TESTAMENT SPEAKS OF THE_EAIIHEULNESS OF GOD IN

THREE _BASIC WAXS:

A. -
™ ORINTHIANS I:

“Gop IS FA
THE FELLOWSHIP OF His SoN, Jesus CHRIST our Lornp.”

THE CALL OF GOD TO THE BELIEVING SINNER IS NOT
BASED UPON THE MERIJ OR FAVOR OF THE SINNER, BUT

\ |
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RATHER UPON THE FAITHFULNESS OF Gop AND His
MARVELOUS GRACE. |HE CALL OF GOD TO THE SINNER
REQUIRES SIMPLY THAT HE RESPOND YES OR_NO.

SOMEONE HAS WELL SAID THAT EVERY MAN MUST ANSWER .
. HE MUST ANSWER THE ‘;)
CALE OF GOD TO SALVATION IN CHRIST OR THE SUMMONS
0 ERNA;_Rgla;BUI;oN

D BEFORE THE COURT OF ET
THIS VERSE ALSO TEACHES THAT WE ARE CALLED NOT
JUST TO ESCAPE HELt ND GO TO HEEVEN BUT TO ENJOY
THE FELLOWSHIP OF Gop’s SoN THE LorD JEsus CHRIST.

B. ?Q8_lS_EALIHEutUI§BIlME§_QE_IEMEIAIlQN -
ORINTHIANS :

THE PHILLIPS TRANSLATION SAYS "NO.TEMPIATLON
COME YOUR WAY THAT IS TOO HARD FOR FLESH AND
BLOOD TO BEAR. UT GOD CAN BE TRUSTED NOT TO
'ALLOW YOU TO SUFFER Auﬁ TEMPTATION BEYOND YOUR
POWERS-OF -ENDURANCE E WILL SEE TO IT THAT
EVER' \PTATION HﬁS A WAY OUT, SO THAT I

I NEVER BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU TO BEAR IT. OST
YOUNG CHRISTI B LIEVE_LEQ=§5%E%?£$§ﬁS ABOUT
TEMPTATIO HEY BELIEVE PTATION

gzzb HEY BELIEVE THAT THERE TEMPTATION
Is.uulnuE NE REASON FOR THIS DEFECTIVE THINKING
COULD BE THE UNREALISTIC ATTITUDE OF MANY WRITERS
ITH REFERENCE TO THE GREAT SAINTS OF THE PAST.
HE ACHIEVEMENIS AND VICTORLES OF THE SAINTS
ARE BROUGHT OUT BUT NEVER THEIR—REMRIALLONS

JAND _FAIIURE, BECOME DISCOURAGED
BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE THAT TEMPTATION HAS COME TO

T Y
~SHOULD, isoa MATTER OF FACT, IHE GREA -IEH

TO TEMPTATION, HIS VERSE IN 1 CORINTHIANS 10:13
‘ .ﬂﬂHCHES IHREE_BASLC_IRUIHS ABOUT TEMPTATION,

| R- EATEQN. 1S NOT-UNUSHAL., WHAT HAS
HAPPENED TO YOU HAS PRGBABL“”ﬁ”"ENED TO THE
~ MAN SITTING BIGH#_BESLDE YOU IN CHURCH. HAVE
" YOU BEEN TE D TO LIE, STEAL; BE UNFAITHFUL,
S HaS HE! A2D _ S |
: : 0D WILL NOT ALLOW

YOU TO BE TESTED ABOVE YOUR ABILITY TO RESIST.
WHEN YOU THINK YOUR TEMPTATION IS TOO GREAT
SIMPLY READ THIS VERSE AGAIN. WHOSE RIGHT,
You or Gop’




HERE ARE NO_RBL] B0 ANYONS IN
THE WORLD OF TEMPTATION. THE WA OF DELIVERANCE
ILL COME ALWAYSQN.IIMF AND

HE WAY OF DELIVERANCE

:#; WE HAVE A TEMPTATION TO
BIBLE DOES NOTwSHLELD.US FROM TEMPTATION BUT

OES suSIALu_ué AND «SIRENGTHEN.US IN ORDER TO
VERCOME IT. (0D KNOWS FULL WELL THAT THE
VALUABLE EXPERIENCES IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

.~ OFTEN COME IN THE HEAT OF TESTING WHICH WILL
D._,‘ BRING HARDNESS IN SERVICE. | AM IMPRESSED WITH

‘< THE FACT THAT THERE LS.A_KIND OF LIGHT HEARTED

AP D
et e ANREDEEMED iOU REMEMBER THE STORY OF

HE HUSBAND WHO WAS MOANING OVER THE FACT THAT

S_ |/ IHIS WIFE WHO PROMISED THAT SHE WOULD NOT BUY
{ANY NEW.éggiiiﬁ CAME HOME ONE AFTERNOO” WITH
IA NEW DR HE ﬁUESTION TO HER_WAS “WHAT
IMADE YOU D po 177 ER REPLY WAS - [HEmDEV i

) |MEsBOwiiidy HE RESPONDED WHY g;nyl, i

BUT THEN HE WHISE.ERE&@VERMY___ _

- OHN 1:

AND Ao NG E S S50
" ONE REASON WHY GOD SAYS
125 ET NOT THE SUN GO DOWN _ ON
“';.ECAUSE HE KNOWS THAT WE MUST
SIMPLY BECAUSE

SINS AND TO BE CLEANSED
BY UOD RESULTS IN LOSS OF FELLOWSHIR-AND-LOSS

~OF—SPIRIFUALVICFORY- [HIS VERSE TEACHES THAT

(™  WE SHOULD BE MORE CONCERNED WITH OUR, OWN SIN

AND LESS CONCERNED WI SINS. :
ACCORDING TO IBLE, IF THERE IS N ,
~ THERE WILL B%&MJANDWN: AND
(5/JKLJJMMIENIHEEL :




)

oY

NOCHANGE=TF-OTitE=BEFFER [SmROSSIBLE THEN
CHANGE TO THE WORSE WOULD INCONSISTENT
—-Hﬂma—g‘m‘m_. GHT WELL ASK WHAT IS THE

PAGE 5

ALL OF THESE VERSES REMIND THE BELIEVER THAT
THE GOD WHOM WE SERVE 1S INDEED A-EALTHEUL (OD;
WE CAN _COUNT ON HIM, AND HE IS WORTHY OF OUR

__CONFIDENCE AND TRUST. WHY NOT TRUST HIM COMPLETELY?

[T, IHE GOD OF QUR FATHERS IS AN UNCHANGEABLE GOD -
James 1:17

[F YOU PICK UP A BOOK ON% YOU WILL
DISCOVER THAT THIS GREAT CH RISTIC OF Gop
IS CALLED THE SIMPLY
STATED, THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT

—BLIQMQ&BMHALH.E_Eﬂg_NQI_IDDAXa MosT PEOPLE
OUTSIDE THE FAMILY OF GOD LOOK UPON THE GOD OF
. JRUE DEITY. UNE REASON WHY TH

HAS DIFFICULTY WITH THIS ASPECT OF GoD's

CHARACTER IS THE UNWHOLESOME INFLUENCE OF -
LS. IN OUR N'

DEQBEA&EL,HEml5_SuBJEQI_IQ_N%"EBQgﬁiﬁ_QE_DEMELQET
F EVOLUTION., IS KNOWLEDGE AND
0 e ER BE G 2§ 0 E H

-POWER CAN NEVER BE GREATER OR LESS, HE CAN,
NEVER BE WISER OR HOLIER, OR MORE RIGHTEOUS OR
MORE MERCIFUL THAN HE EVER HAS BEEN AND EVER MUST

__ﬁE INFINITE IN WISDOM, THERE CAN BE NO ERROR IN
I

S CONCEPTION' TNFINITE IN POWER THERE CAN BE

B ELLER..QR_WORSE ,

.M NT.~ UNE OF THE

Q. SOMETIMES THE
CRIBE-GOD_S..DEALINGS
ANGE—F-S—WAY.QOF

4Hr#EN—LNANHHHP4¥FﬂEMAUL_.
HIS OWN NATURE AND CHARACTER.

UNCHANGEABLE IN |
SOMEONE HAS SAID TT TeALLCHANGE—I-S—FOR—ELTHER
F GOD 1S .ABSOLUTE PERFECTION

AND

SIGNIFICANCE OF SUCH A DOCTRINE.
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Go S_NOT CHA IN ESSENCE AND BEING WITH
—A-CHANGING-WORLD. _GoD KEEPS ROMISES AND

OF THE BIBLE

HE CAN 1Se!
AND THEOLOGY OF THE SONG

(419 #2)

RELATE THE SIGNIT
ABiDE WiTH ME.

W SH—JF-WERE_POSSIBLE TO TALK ABOUT MANY OF
5_ | THE OTHER GREAT ATTRIBUTES OF (GOD SUCH AS THE
??5' FACT THAT HE IS EREE., lelﬁs, EIERNAL, LQWING,
. 34, NMER L, ANDwRIGHIEQUS, FHOWEVER, IN THE INTEREST
<, “JIOF TIME WE MUST LIMJT OUR CONSIDERATION TO THIS
_74) |GREAT ASPECT OF (GOD'S CHARACTER,

& I DI B HA Q DO W H OM L HA
< QPEN) OR NGO ONCEALED., JHE HFBRREW WORD FOR TRUTH
—~ REFERS TO THAT WHICH DO NOT_FATL "UR DISAPPOIN
M) T PUR-EXEECLALLON HAL_WHICH REA|._AS _OPPOSED
10 - Yl Adar P iga X aln D
e i - el o
7 HEATHEN. HAVE—NO—ATF-RIBUFES—Or—-RERSONA . THE
"4 _ TRUE GOD OF THE BIBLE _COMES UP.TO ALL H

H AT M

Z“°/_70 BE. GOD IS TRUE BECAUSE HE—REA VHA
<;\£ E qunguu;s_éLMSELﬁ-IO-ii. ALL HIsS CLAIMS ABOUT
\\ - I

MIMSELF MAY BE_DERENDED.URON, [HEY DO NOT FALL,
CHANGE ; OR-DISARROINT.US, THIS IDEA IS BEDROCK

.JlLBELAﬁlQNSHlBS. WHAT Gop sAYs MAY BE
RON, HE_LS EXACTLY WHAT HE QUGH

= 1\

E_CANNOT LIE. WITH THIS IN MIND, LET US EXAMINE
"#wo PA§§%GES IN THE GOSPEL OF_JOHN ‘_JQHL_EﬁiEJ

JoHn 1 IN THE JOHN 17 PASSAGE, JESUS |
—STMPLY DECLARES THAT THE GOD OF THE
ONLY REAL OR TRUE GOD, Ail OTHERS ARE FAKES AND
(:;\ NOT GODS AT ALL._ |HE SECOND PASSAGE JESUS WAS
aa,) STANDING_BEFORE PILATE. WHEN PILATE SAID "WHAT
IS TRUTH? Il DO NOT KNOW WHETHER HE WAS BEING
SKEPTIGAL, SARCASTIC, ORPLHDIEEEBENT. MAYRE
PN THESE. HOWEVER, FPILATE REVEALED HIS
OWN IGNORANCE OF TRUTH FOR BEFORE HIM STOOD TRUTH

INCARNATE AND IN OF T 0
TO ACCEPT EITHER BUT CONDEMNE

\ 4
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__Lug=gu§uag TO PjLATE S QUESTION STOOD-BERORE
ESUS_WAS SAYING TO HIM..LE.xnu
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‘%Uisl,a ) 5
[HE SCARLET WOMAN AND THE SCARLET CORD
JOSHUA 2 e

THE BOOK %F JOSHUA DEALS WITH THE .CONQUEST OF
» |HE LAND BELONGED TO ISRAEL BY DIVIN
MﬁVTNﬁEIN.

-?RANI.AND COULD BE POSSESSED BY SIMPLY
S

RAEL, HAD BEEN DELIVERED BY BLOOD FROM THE
BONDAGE OF .LGYPL, AFTER YU YEARS OF FLOUNDERING
IN THE WILDERNESS, THE_NATION WAS S PREPARED
TO MOVE INTO CANAAN, W,
IS A TYPE OF THE WORLD, THE PLACE_QF THE NATOURZ
MAN IN THE BONDAGE OF SIN, [HECWILDERNESS DE-
PICTS THE WANDERHNG LIFE OF THE CARNAL, DEFEATED
CHRISTIAN, THE PLACE OF VICTORY, THE
ABODE OF THE SPTRITUAL, VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN

HIS INHERITANCE AND POSSESSIONS IN CHRIST.
SENT TWOQ.SCOUTS OR SPIES TO SECURE

INFORMATTON CONCERNING THE LAND IN ORDER TH

N\

=
PROPER MILITARY STRATEGY COULD BE FORMED, jERLQHO
WAS A WALLED CITY AND JOSHUA WANTED TO KNOW-ABOUT
: _ WHO WERE LIVING IN
THE LAND WERE WICKED AND GODLESS PEOPLE AND WOULD
NOT GIVE UP THE LAND EASILY. JOSHUA HAD HIMSELF
PERFORMASUCH AN ASSIGNMENT WHEN MOSES WAS THE
LEADER IN ISRAEL., (NUMBERS 13) WHEN THE Two
SPIES CAME TO JERICHO, THEY STOPPED AT THE HOUSE
OF A HARLOT NAMED RAHAB, WE WILL CENTER OUR

STUDY AROUNDTﬁ#éﬁg¥%%éN_AﬁﬂLJﬂﬂl.RELAIlQN§ﬂlE—ID
«0D, FOR IN WE WILL LEARN A GREAT DEAL

ABOUT HUMAN NATURE AND DIVINE FORGIVENESS,
[. RAHAB WAS A CONDEMNED WOMAN (vs, 1-9)

RAHAB WAS CONDEMNED ON AT LEAST 2(accounTs, (1)
SHE WAS CONDEMNED FOR HER . SHE WAS
CONDEMNED FOR HER LOCATI®ON. RAHAB WAS CONDEMNED

FOR SHE WAS AND FOR WHERE SHE LIVED., RAHAB
Lrvfgﬂﬁmom S, THE

! HE PEOPLE OF JERICHQ WERE CRUFI,

IDOLATROUS o.DEMON-TYPE WORSHIPPERS, ART OF THEIR

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY INVOLVED WORSHIPPING THE GODS
; AND_AS?IAREIH THROUGH_SEXUAL

~LICENSE AND.PROMISCUITY. |HE CAANANITE RELIGION

HAD ITS RIESTESSES AND JA-RUBLIC.HARLOT
WAS NOT CONSIDERED OR AN OUTCAST IN THAT

CULTURE, [T IS INTERESTING TO OBSERVE THAT HERE
WAS AN IMMORAL WOMAN WHO HAD _NOTHING IN HER
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co AND CHARACTER TO HER TO GOD, AND
Sj AND HERBQKMTtY WERE E&Eb FROM DESTRUCTION

WHEN ERICHO' WAS DESTROYED! Y THE WAY, IN MY
EXPERIENCE, IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN EASIER TO DEAL WITH
A PERSON WHO WAS LIVING IN FLAGRANT SIN THAN THE
RELIGIQUS HYPOCRITE WHO BELONGS TO THE CHURCH, NOT

-~ TO Gon.ﬁm WAS A CITY SCHEDULED FOR DIVINE
JUDG “TT™HAD BEEN DECLARED CONDEMNED BY (0D,
AND IT-WAS SIMPLY A MATTER OF TIME UNTIL JUDGMENT
WOULD BE EXECUTED AGAINST._ Yo

JHE _CITY WOULD BE DESTRQOYED, OSHUA 6:21)

CITY WAS UNDER-CONDEMNATIQN REGARDLESS OF HOW THE
PEOPLE®OF THE CITY FECT,— HEY MAY HAVE HAD A
SENSE OkeEALSE-SECURITY AND MAY HAVE BEEN LIVING

IN ITY, BUT_JUDGMENT WAS J
w=ARQUND ﬁEE EQENEF' D
=Ll I

S UOD S ANSWER TO ALL PEOPLE WHO

THINK SALVATIQN IS BY QHABAQI;? AND CULTURE.
QLD EXCUSES: “I'M_NO DO THE B

MAY NOT BE AS GOOP AS SHOULD BE BUT E§M NOTxAS
ALL IGNORE THE SIMPLE BIBLE

FACT THAT OUT HRIST ARE LIK AB
CONDEMNED K§$§$E>THEY ARE BUT BY.

THEY ARE., S THAT MEN ARE C NED
BECAUSE JE Us CAME INTO THE WORLD AND MEN

PREFER THE_DARKNESS OF THEIR QWM EVII DEEDS TO THE
LIGHT OF §OD’§ Sc‘iﬁ'i As A MATTER OF FACT, JESUS
EMPHASIZED CLEARLY THAT THE LOWEST OF MANKIND WILL

MAKE IT TO HEAVEN LONG BEFORE RELIGIOUS HYPOCRITES:

U S _AND THE
HE KI
WAY OF—RIGHTEQUSNESS,

HN _CAME UNTO YOU IN THE
;, BUT THE

HARLOTS BELIEVED HIM:
. 2 LY

ANOTHER REMARKABLE ASPECT OF

THIS STORY IS OF ALL THE PEOPLE WHO IN_JERI-
CHO, WE KNOW THE NAME O To BE
SURE, SHE WAS A WUMKN OF IMMORAL PRA CES, B?T

‘Lso,
TREE, WE LIKE TO BRAG ABOUT THE PROM T_PEOPLE,
THE PROFESSIQONAL OR WEALIHY PEOPLE WHO LEFT LARGE
SUMS OF MONEY TO CHARITIES AND TNSTITUTIONS, SEL-
DOM, IF EVER, DO WE SPEAK OF THE DISTANT_COUSINS,
UNCLES, OR RE VES WHO WERE,k“TARRED AND FEATHERED
AND RUN OUT OF TOWN ON A RAIL"”. THESE WE CONVEN-
IENTLY OVERLOOK BECAUSE THEY DO NOT MAKE THE
SOCIETY PAGE OF THE LOCAL PAPER. VHEN_(OD _SELEGIED

S FOR< , A LAANANITE WOMAN WHO
“WAS"NOTONLY OUTSIDE THE PALEFHEBREW RELIGION, BUT

HA
— e
~ *'-ul'r.- ‘ﬁ-..'-w
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OUTSIDE THE PALE OF HUMAN DECENCY_ AND SQCILAL
-ACCEPTABILITY, WAS I D IN AT TLLUSTRIOUS

COMPANY OF PEQPLE IN THE MessiANIC LINE! IN THE
~» GENEOLOGY OF CHRIST RECORDED IN MATTHEW, THERE ARE
' 5 WOMEN LISTED, THREE OF THESE ARE NOT NOTED FOR
THEIR OUTSTANDING VIRTUES AS WOMEN. ONE MIGHT
WONDER_MWHY SUCH PEOPLE WERE INCLUDED IN THE GENEO-
LOGICAL RECORD OF THE SON oF Gop., ONE REASON,

THINK, IS TO LET MEN KNO&J&ﬂf;iﬁHLimmﬁLjulﬂ
TO PERSONAL SIN - HE FORGIVES THE REPENT-
Xﬁifﬁfﬂﬁ%ﬁ EEG TRUSTS HIM BY FAITH. THESE_WOMEN —~
WERE SIMPLY BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE DOCTRINE OF
AND U0oD S FORGIVENESS
=BYEALTH, AS A MATTER OF FACT, OUR BLESSED LORD
CAME NOT TO.EEtbK;EETEéEHIEQUSJ BUT SINNERS, TO
REPENTANCE., +>2) WHEN THE SPIES CAME TO
JERICHO, 1T WAS RAHAB WHO HID THEM ON EHE ROOF OF
HER HOUSE, AND LIED TO PROTECT THEM., SOME FOLK
HAVE FASTENED ONTO THLS_F OF THE STORY TO
CONDEMN SCRIPTURE., LQUESTIONY JSSETIE—Fveg IS
> THE FLAX PLACED ON
DRY WA TEN STACKED AS HIGH AS 5 FEET. IT WAS
USED FOR MAKING CLOTH AND SOME TYPES OF OIL. [HE

#» ROOFTOPS WERE FLAL AND WERE USED FOR MANY PURPOSES,
INCLUDING MEDITATION AND PRAYER., (II SamueL 11:2,

Acts 10:9) Q%ﬁ_iﬂuﬁﬁ_ﬁﬂax_uhs_caaaﬁcl POINTED
QUT THAT GOD WAS NO MORE PLEASED WITH ?AHAELIE
THAN _HE WAS WITH HER UNCHASTITY, BUT IT WAS HE
EAITH THAT PLEASED HIM.. WWAD
VICE AMONG PAGAN PEOPLE THAT ['M SURE THAT RAHAB
FELT ANGS OF GUILT FO

Y OFFICIALS., AS A MATTER OF FACT,
N DRIENTAL ETHIES, 10 PROYECT oNE~S QUESTS_FRQl
HARM HAS THE _HIGHEST VIRTUE, EASTERN _HOSPITALITY
REQUIRED A MAN TO PRE HE LIFE OF HIS HOUSE

GUEST, EVEN A_BITTER ENEMY, AT_ANY_EXPENSE, EVEN
TO THE LOSS OF HIS OWN LIFE. THERE_IS NOTHING IN
THIS RECORD TO_SHOW- THAT-GOD_CONDONED OR_APPROVED
RAHAB S LIE,. HE DID NOT NEED RAHAB TO LIE IN ORDER
TO_PRATECT HIS SERVANTS. HE COULD HAVE SAVED THEM
A DOZEN OTHER WAYS, BUT THE POINT OF THE STORY IS
HER COURAGE, BRAVERY, AND UNSELFISH ACT AND NOT
EMPHASIS ON THE LTE. HERE WAS A WOMAN WHO TOOK HER
N _HER _QWN_HAN R R

0 s A
SAVING FAITH. Ra SHOW US
THAT ALL MEN ARE CONDEMNED REGARDLESS OF HOW THEY
FEEL, ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE, MEN OUTSIDE OF CHRIST
ARE NOT GOING TO BE LOST, THEY ARE<t ' THE
SENTENCE OF CONDEMNATION OR JUDGME LREADY
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BEEN PRONOUNCED! "HE.lHAI—BELLE¥E$H—9N—HLM_ﬁ$
NOT CONDEMNED: RUT HFE THAT BEIIFVFTH NOT ON IM,
0T BELIEVED
™ OHN 3:

[T, AB WAS SAVED BY HEARING AND BELIEVING GOD'S
(0RD - vs. =11 q

()
THIS GREAT TRUTH IS ABSOB

TION OF THE SOUL. RAHAB
0 A

- -

AND NO OTHER WAY) jROM
0

THAT HEARETH, .. My SHEEP HEAR My
VOICE. ... REVE : “IF ANY MAN HEﬁR My
VOICE, s .. ESUS’ MINISTRY, HE USED

EPEATEDLY IN
THIS PHRASE: "H
LISTENIN

E_THAT HATH EARS TO HEAR, LFT _HIM
" g S M = KNOW] = S 3 ) | T2 Loia—"¢ ’?"
S IT A SMALL_VOICE IN THR%UGH

SOME EARTHLY VICAR OR MEDIUM? CEXPERIMENT
DOWN IN A QUIET _ROQM, OPEN THE GOSPEL-OF JOHN AND
~  BEGIN TO READ, AND YOU WILL HEAR THE VOICE QF GOD
CLEARLY, SIMBLY, AND EMPHAIL%AL&Y POINTING THE WAY
QF _SA " IT 1S POSSIBLE TO
PLACE ONE'S FAITH IN A JRONG OR RQOOR-CAUSE OR RER-

SQN.. HOWEVER, FAITH PUACED™IN AND RESTING UPON

THE LorD JEsus CHRIST 1S NEMERJﬂlﬁﬂhaggg AND IT IS
ALWAYS FOR OUR GOOD AND THE GLORY OF :
IIT. RAHAB P ER F WORKS - vs, 15
JAMES 2:2? SPEAKS OF RAHAB AS BEING T¢uSILELEQ_$x
WoRkS™.  |HE BOOK OF JAMES DECLARES EMPHATICALL
THAT ALTHOUGj ONE IS FIED IN THE EYES OF (GOD
BY FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST, THAT JUSTIFICATION IN
THE EYES OF MEN MUST BEDEMONSTRAIED RBY DEEDS,
OTHER WORDS, WE—RROVE QUALITY OF OUR

__iAJJ}LJrL;LaE:nEEns:ﬂg_gp. E DO NOT LIVE TH

HRISTIAN LIFE, WE HAV% NO BTBLE REASON FOR CLAIM-
ING CHRISTIAN FAITH! (ONE OF THE IRONIES OF OUR

IME IS THAT MANY PEOPLE ARE-QUICK TO EMBRACE
..EHRJS;;AN_EAIIH, AT LEAST VERBALLY, BUT_THERE SEEMS

~  TO BE NO-APPARENT—GHANGE IN THE LIFE, THESE PEOPLE

' WANT THE_BEST OF TWO WORLDS - THEY WANT TO BE SAVED
FROM ETERNAL CONDEMNATION, BUT THEY ALSO WANT TO
LIVE IN THIS WORLD, WITH THE DEVIL S CROWD, GOING
WITH THEM AND DOING WHAT THEY DO WITH NO S%MB ANCE
OF A SEPARATED OR DISTINCT CHRISTIAN LIFE, HE

N .
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EMPHASIS OF THE JAMES 2 _PASSAGE IS THAT IT MAKES
NO DIFFERENCE WHAT WE<%E§§)BOUT OUR FAITH., IHAT
IS, WE MAY CLAIM TO HAVE BIBLE FAITH ALL WE CARE
.  TO, BUT IF THERE IS NO CHANGED LIFE AND DEMONSTRA-
'~ TION OF THAT FAITH IN PRACTICAL DEEDS, SUCH A
PROFESSION 1S SIMPLY EMPTY, IMNIELLECTUAI AND_MEAN-
S. C(REED WITHOUT €ONDUCT IS FUTILE,
THE D THE_PROOF OF
. IRUE FAITH MAY BE PROVEN, CHANGED LT
FROM EVIL TO GODLINESS DEMONSTRATES THAT THE FAITH
WE PROFESS TO HAVE IS IN FACT GENUINE BIBLE FAITH.
IN THIS CHAPTER, JAMES REEERS.TO TWO OLD [ESTAMENT
ILLUSTRATIONS OF : 1 THE_BE§I OF
JEWISH MEN, AND@ THE_WORST OF GENTILE WOMEN,
J BoTH WERE SAVED THE SAME_WAY AND DEMONSTRATED THE

GENUINENESS OF THEIR SAVING FAITH BY THE DEEDS

THEY DID,
IV. RA CSTED IN WINNING OTHERS -
S

ONE OF THE FIRST GENUINE REACTIONS TO SAVING FAITH
IS THE DESIRE JO SHARE THAT FAITH WIIH OTHERS
ESPECIA%LY ONE'S LOVED ONES., (JOHN 1:35-42, Mark
~  5:18-20) $RELATE OBSERVATION OF CLARK BRYAN TO
ME AT FUNERAL REGARDING NUMBERS OF PEOPLE WHO WERE
ED TO CHRIST BY HIMSELF AND DAD IN VARIOUS HOMES.Y
Y_OWN_EXPER ATTESTS TO THIS FACT. [HE GOSPEL
WAS NEVER MEANT TO BE=HSMRBED; IT WAS MEANT TO BE
. THINKABLE THAT WE HAVE THE GREAT-
EST NEWS IN THE WORLD AND YET IT NEVER_ESCAPES
FROM THE LIPS OF SOME PROFFSSTNG CHRISTIANS. To BE
SURE, SOME ARE DEEBEEUL OF THEIR OWN EXPERIENCE,
OTHERS ARE™FFTD AND"REOREV_TAUGHT ABOUT THEIR

FAITH, BUT THIS IS NO R ON TO RESTRICT THE FLQW
OF T ERIENCE, N MY
GMENT, THERE IS GRAVE QUESTION UT THE QUALITY

OF FAITH OF A PERSON WHO NEVER FEELS CONCERNED
TO SHARE HIS FAITH WITH ANYONE ELSE.

V.

THE 0 WAS TWOFgSiELEERST THE
THAT DESTROYED ér, AND T THAT DE-

#»  STROYED ITS CONTENTS. WAS ON THE
WALL, ACCORDING TO 2:15, BUT APPARENTLY THAT SEC-
TION OF THE WALL DID NOT FALL. AFTER RAHAB AND
HER LOVED ONES WERE TAKEN FROM THE HOUSE, JOSHUA
COMMANDED THE REST OF THE CITY BE SET ON FIRE. SHE
AND HER FAMILY MAY HAVE BEEN FRIGHTENED WHEN THE

s s - J
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CITY BEGAN TO SHAKE, BUT THEY WERE SS&&E IN THE
JHWEELQE_EQD. 0_IT_ IT IS WITH CHRISTIANS WHEN THIS
WORLD BEGINS TO 6, LS REQCUE IS NOT ONLY

IMMINENT, BUT SURE. ARG OF | ECURITY

HE 1NSEREMENT_ USED

NAS A SCARLET CORD.
TO SAVE THE MEN FROM THE CITY AUTHORITIES. THE

CORD WAS THE INSTRUMENT OR MEANS OF BOTH'Q§%ﬁ¥§%%§§E

AND_%DENIlElﬁAIlﬂN- HIS PARTICULAR CORD

THE UHRISTIAN OF A=SGARBER=EHREAD OR_CORD RUNNING

THROUGHOUT THE PAGES OF SCRIPTURE. BEGINNING WITH
SIS 3: AND _CONCLUDING I NeREMELALLON, THE

STORY OF THE-EIBEks [ IS THE SCARLET CORD
OF BLOOD SHED FOR SIN WHOM GOD HATH SE
S
THE REMISSION

Y HE
H :
HAS PURCHASED WITH His own
LBL0o0Dn, cTs 20: How MANY PEOPLE E
D FR"M DESTRUCTION IN_THE IlIDf‘MI—NT OF FRI(’HO f
NE.EAMILY AND ONE FAMILY. ALONE. Do YoUu ~

SUPPOSE'THERE’WERE E&::ﬁiiil=lﬂs OR MAYBE EVEN
™ ‘%EQEE=EEEEEE;LJVIho IN JERICHO? PERHAPS, BUT THE
I

FFERENCE IS BOUND UP IN ONE WORD, [HERE IS ONLY
ONE THING THAT WILL PLEASE GOD WHEN IT COMES TO

D MINE, AND THAT ONE THING IS FAITH!
TH SS ONE'S FAITH IS RE TING ON
IT 1S [MROSSEBLE TO PLEASE GoD! THE

STORY OF RAHAB IS ONE OF THE ASTONISHING AND INCRED-
IBLE STORIES OF THE BiBLE. HER _EVIL
EARNED HER THE REPUTATION.OF BEING A HARLOT. SHE
AS RESIDING IN THE LOWEST POSSIBLE-SOCIAL_PQOSLTLON.
HERE WAS ABSQLHIELL.NQ?HLNG IN HER CHARACTER TO
MERIT FAVOR FROM GOD., YET, SHE AND HER FAMILY WERE
THE ONLY ONES<GAWEP FROM DESTRUCTION IN JERICHO.
How AND WHY, THEN, WAS SHE SAVED? IT WAS BECAUSE

SHE HAD TH H IN.IHE RIGHT KIND

w2 EERSONA ER FAITH WAS DEMONSTRATED BY LOWERING

-1§:ﬂQL HIS IS ALWAYS TRUE OF PEOPLE OF FAITH, \
WAS SAVED FOR BELIEVING THE PROMISE OF GOD AND DOIN
WHAT GOD TOLD HIM TO DO, EVEN WHEN WHAT GOD TOLD HIM
TO DO HAD NEVER BEEN WITNESSED IN HUMAN_EXPERIENCE,
WHAT KIND OF FAITH DO YOU HAVE IN GOD? ANY YEARS
AGO, A MAN WAS TALKING TO ANOTHER_MAN, AND THE SECONL
MAN WAS FROM A EQRELEN.CQU?IRX. THE TOPIC OF CONVER-
SATION WAS . |HE SECOND MAN CLAIMED TO
BE—A—CHRTSTIAN, BUT #ﬁ

EN PRESSED ON THE MATTER OF
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BEING BORN AGAIN, OR ACCEPTING ?HRIST; HE DID NOT
BELONG TO A-LONG

. UNDERSTAND AND SIMPLY STATED:
-—LLME_QE_Euﬂl§IleijﬂzuaJa. THE FIRST MAN ASKED

IHE SECOND IF HE WAS MARRIED. "OH, YES; YOUMSEE;
El IY

MQIHER_NASJWMELiﬂLhﬂHLﬁRANDMQIHER_AND_HER_MQIHER
WERE MARRIED,

FFCOND THAT HIS QUESTION HAKGIREA Jaﬁﬂma-

0, BUT ran SBOUT
IAGE, BELIEMING IN IT, DOESN T-MAL

MARREER, ‘TETTHER DOES KNOWING ABOUT GOD OR BELIEV-
ING THAT HE 1S AND THAT ONE OUGHT TO BE A CHRISTIAN
EQUAL TO SALVATION. [HE PLACE WHERE YOU AND |
RESIDE IS JUST AS CONDEMNED AS JERICHO. THE OUT-
COME FOR YOU AND ME DEPENDS Oﬂ WHETHER OR NOT WE
TAKE SERIOUSLY THE GOSPEL OF JEsus CHRIST,



" WAITING FOR THE DEAD"
Judges 5:28 ff.

The Book of Judges has been called thg _gaddask book

in the 0.T. It is sad because_SSEEocehmsmpet and

D wonderful things to follow the efforts of a great

men like lJggses and But the book is full of
the faddumes of the children of Israe]_;my;;gmuan
failed to drive the enemdes from. withip their s
the result being 3 of
for the nation, During this time God raised up some

~Dakdencl=hensess called Judges to rule over the nat-
ion, Ther main function seems to ave been to Jisddarer
ty enemics. Al edd

for the duratlon of the_ ife of that Judge-~then more

oppression and apostacy. Of all the sad features, the

failure of the people %o remember the Lord and to

forget thedir purpose in the land is most discouraging

The Book lS full of » of the people of God,
whi ~those who ignoxg.the

6 prov1des instructive backdrop for
the people of God 1n any generation-zfhe sorrous

The chanter before us today pictures the chil-
dren of Israel under the domination of SeeabDaanite
ﬂ king named Jminsan( 4 : 2) His military commander was
called Sisera which is a word meaning '} er."
Slsera was a mlghty man on the battle flrld The

in his arsenal was the "iron'" char-
lot,é4 3§ O0f which there were 900 jiioi-SSNEmysms. thes
people had_domipatred and _tfessarized the children of

Israel. It would appear from 4:2 that suchha situatio
had been the direct result of disobedience. Into
e and circumstance came a#;}amed
mand w:.iih her g military novice who would for-
ge the men of I1Srael into some” kind of to fight

against the forces of the Canaanites. This would be

no easy task in the 1j of the disheartened att-

itude of the people. @ i i
undex

Barak enlisted

Oypboomppenss and brought them to.
—ditmmiabar to do battle with Sisera.(4:6) This part-
lcular of.mgﬁn;a;na and_lrees would have some
definite advantages in a battle aga1nst cl arlots--but

the secidingsfacber was t
’!."_e:a, The forces nf Sise zere thrown into to tota%
g o

w=confusion - ing to In the victory Son
Deborak here 1s an indication of a:iigﬁg;
and other OO of the Lord to defeat
the Canaanites. act, the battle was so bad for

8isera that he fled on foot for his life... sheer
panic and confusion.

- —
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gometimes men scoff at the idea that God would
use t

_mﬁgi.ﬁ-mﬂm to rout the-plans. and.prosrams
ofexil _men but 1t has happened many times in.human
_jus;gxg let alone a time then the national safety of

his ancien cople was at stake!
—— For exampl i enroute to England
with the essing of "the Popéw1th the

sole object of destroylnd the llhiggggs
of tbe land and uprooting the rel
as opposed
_&Q.for ngland and of this #
only were of true naval quality.
Without distracting from the ability

of some of the great English naval

heroes - ahtmbadd-dastruction fo the

W&Q&L@. In fact,
W attributed the winds of

estructlon as being from the hand of
God. 'God Dlew upon them and they were
_ﬁgﬂttﬁ:ed? was the inscription to com-

rate the victory.

<§§ Napoleon invaded Russia and wnt all

!!5 he way to Moscow with_600,000 crack
’ troops. Unable to bring the Russians

to defeat he was caught in an early
winter which upset his plans. The winter

reduced his troops to.lﬁﬂ_ﬂQQ in its

bitter cold and blindin- snow.
3. Hitler h similar expericnce )
N 84 the wife of Hebe

The story that follows is increadable yet as was Dre—
dicted by Deborah in 4:9! Ihe defeat of these Can-
aanites was as swift and dUYE as was the Lord's work-
ing at the Red Sea. |
from the place of Sisera's death to
e place where his mother and he;_laﬂ;ga in Waltlng
stands looking out the window waltlng for her son's
return. SoEepEsws he had been c coming back from the
battles with the spoils of victory in displag. It
would appear to his mother that he i ~-and
. As she expredded thls concern, the
ladies of the court wereggiksas to assure her that all
was well and the sure. boﬁty.uas*the_lw; cyenfle Surely
a Sisera wodd return with_m i i
these wise ladies were ﬂ;&hﬂh@n and their LEhih
spapits could not change the SLtuatlon——Slsera was

dead, In Sisera!’ we have an illustration of
"-'-—'—'—'-r . " &

ce 0 consideg:
: - : 2 S e , > .
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1 od miion,

eople in this world who are just
tEeg are waditing for s O

.
!

There are many
like this woman:
Hapoeéen LIS Ao .

.8 e :

I was startled by a news story which came out
of the shattering circumstances of Cammele~--
recent hurricane. In one of the lifEtle gulf towns
in Missippi a 3 story apartment bldg. As the -
came of the power of the storm people were
asked to flee to inland. This apt. house decided
;tgtﬁa}crle a ;:ml i 'Y Police chief pled
fwil nem to leave,..they were drinki and not
\concerned.,..they wouldgwait out™Ffhe storm.W of
| bvewesltbod—in the wake of the storm that leveled th
iapartment house.
];._g_t_,‘t‘ﬁg_jg_gg‘e_s_tmseveral areas in which peonle are wait-
ing for things that will never happen before they.
xeceive Christ and are sayed. g

1., SOME PEOPLE ARE WAITING FOR A FLELING

In certain areas people are_emoitignally aoriented.
They measure everything by the emotion involved.
How much one Wesss--great repentance. - 7-.19,(
ﬁ How much one shamks--great spirituallty.
7 How loud one praus--great power with God

How lout one M--great interest in what is
eing said. ﬂcrv]‘.@
Let me hasten to say I d» <seliewe i . Like

the elderly lady who said she knew she was not saved

by feelings but it sure does feel good to be saved
and it ought to affect our emotions @EtePwe are

hSaved. ¥ fa.man uails AT e i K T

- s W ] 8 ll
receiving Christ I felt @
was as if the pastor preac F=directly at me all

L _O 1

(How some read it!) "And that of vourselvesS....!
Regember this "feelings" come salvation not
) A BT rmrd .
et us suppose T=meme just spent a miserable
night-=2 @@, Wake up in the morning with

™ g terriblelheadache, sone.back, esfhneskefast
A K (@ 1 e I

. alrgady have. Fight my way to work-w
M,.a:u ) i . Man is ushered into myyoifice in
7o dats. ot ¥R mor’nn‘mg-;W Terrible!
Cimes | Good news--a wea y relative died left you

[
'-v»/,_...._é'{: .- ec or $ 50,000, Now I feel better...
j<fpe 1 cet the good news!
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The Bible warns about waiting for another time.
2 Uor.6:2, Jamesé4: 14

iristian.

V.SOME PEOPLE ARE JUST WAITING

Some folk really have no excuse/that is do not
attenpt to make an excuse for not being saved._lhey

are Just.oxishdld. . 0egaals in life or if for life
no haope fax ithe fiuluce

. I am currently reading a
book entitled_%&g§§%§=§ggg=§§=ég§ﬁ by Dr. Fransis
Schaeffer in which he discusses modern man who has
adopted a ﬂﬁw He fels mope-
d@mBE - -2

«..passing thru life

1ivin

wmmm_mm
anything for sure abcout thg g;eafter-—lf ”ndggﬂ_
there is suChea.Lhlbg. Ho : .

by the comples
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WATTING FOR THE DEAD,
) | There is a Jewish Jegend or fable most have heard.
| permit its Fepetition for one who might not have

\ fheard...."'"There is no hurry."
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IT. WEAKNESS: God's Method In Selection of Leaders
6:11-40
Even a casual glance at the list of Judges will

@ er that they were pot an Jjupressdve group from the

standpoint of --- Ehwd was a left-

handed assassin. Gideen from an obscure family--an

unknown. Samsen--too little seK-control butused

such weapons as ns as the jaw bone of an ass to engage the

enemy in combat. Howeve

resence of the Ho Spirit made the differencel

A. Hiding--v,1l1l
fiﬁe threshing was done on ggp of a hill-- to

thresh at the winepress rather difficult to do--grain
in the air--down the neck, I am not sure "it" should
be the emphasis of the text--Gideon was more ccncerned
for Gideon than anything else!(God took the Jiniaitive
when Gideon was called. God can take a man who is fear-
ful of the hmes_mxd_tu.nn_hmn_xm.r_a_km.ion-ﬂnd-)
The point of the verse is: You wauld not expect God
to use a man who was h]_d]_ng' THE &dmbfs{? MAA.

B, Humor--v.1l2

Some folk look upon the Bible as a dark and
serious book. As we study it see much humor. If there
was anything Gideon was ot at this time--a mighty man
(!, of valour! The angd was no doubt speaking of what

JGideon would become not what he was.(cf. Peter.)
Gideon probably look around to see if anyone else was
standing near by--""Who meZl"

6. Hinderances=--v.I>

What kind of potential leader is this--- cowardy

skeptical, dguh;ing if the Lord is with Israel-- all
he can do is think about things as_thagaa--t-he--
not as they qQught tobe or are gging to be. Lack of
vision and trust in the lord's ability. Times have

chnged.
—him.
D. Humility-- v15
Gideon did not believe God could use him. He felt
he was for God's service. There was nothing in

his family or background to warrent success, When God
looks for a man he does not turn to the man wha.thinks
he can do the job. It is possible to
for God to use! God chooses the weak things of this
world to accomplish his goals so men can know that it
was _God not man who did the job! (1 Cor. 1l:26-29)

fna God will not let men take credit for what He has done!
God's method: cf. Moses-=-educated in Egypt. Thought
God would use him But meither Moses/people ready. 40
years on desert--then Moses was not ready but God was!]

Compare Pharaoah and Mgégé--God's man.
Compare Paul and Nero. History has proven this prin-
ciple.
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Gideons army was indeed anything but what we
would call an army--300 men whose weapons were
pitchers, lamps and trumpets! There was not one hand
that held a sword! It seeme i 1 to go

(‘\against 135,000 men in such a fashion. z About as '"silly
“"as marching around é:i;;i)gil_;bgwgﬁlls fall down==-or
buiding aﬁ%é%?)when it has never rained a day in all
of recorded history.)

These men went into battle outnumbere !
Judged in the terms of human aritimetl

L%M_EEWS—@T-E. God gives a lesson
in psychological warfare. Panic in the night for the

lights and trumpets spoke of far more to these men
than 300 it meant multiplied thousands in their mind,
Look at what they carried: Pitehers=--just ordinary
vesséits.(2 Cor.4) 'He remembers we are dust--some-
times wea forget it and when dust gets stuck on itself
its mud,." Needed to be broken to let the light shine.
Light --this is what God uses to deal with the enemy.
5 -~ certain sound in the battle. Need a sure
message.

gigieex is not dependent o i
u _ouriérqatest meed is for=mem of Gideons calibre.
It is difficult to admit but surely true that more

than we realize we are just too big for God to use,

M
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- GOD’S UNUSUAL WAYS
JUDGEs 6 & 7
JHE_WAYS.OF ARE FOREEGN TO MOST MEN. [HEIR

KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S WORKINGS IN HIS UNIVERSE CAN
BE SUMMED.UP IN THE LITTLE CAPSULE EXPRESSION,
EQRMLH bSAAN EXPRESSED IT IN THESE TERMS, ”EEE
Ml_IHQuﬁHL&JHELNDI—¥OUR;HﬂMEwHS*H%E££E§5§EEE-
THE ONLY MANNER IN WHICH MEN CAN BECOME ACQUAINTED
WITH THE WAYS OF GOD IS _TO KNOW HESmWeRE® AND SPEND
TIME IN BUSSPRESEME@E. EVEN WITH MANY—RROEESSING
, THEIR_ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOD IS A MERE
NOBD QUATNTANCE AND A DEEP KNOWLEDGE OF THE
oD WHOM "THEY PROFESS TO LOVE AND SERVE IS ABSENT
FROM THE LIFE. IF ASKED TO GIVE A DEFINITIVE
__PARAGRAPH ABOUT THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE, THE FACT
AND,_CREATOR WOULD BE ABOUT THE
EXTENT OF THE DESCRIPTION. IN THE TERS BEFORE
0% Us, WE WILL LEARN SOME INTERESTINGMM
esi: D TO_WORK...IN-THE-DAY.S--OF.
=5JOPENS WITH THE STORY OF A SEVEN-YEAR
OPPRESSIQN, in CHIEFS BY THE_NAME OF

EBAH WHICH MEANS "TH J AND,ZALMUNNA
WHICH MEANS E SUBORDINATES A
WERE_SHIEKS NAMED / WHICH MEANS “THE RAVEN”

D , WHICH MEANS "THE WOLF”., THESE
WERE INVADING SRAE% CARRYING AWAY ALL
THEY COULD STEAL AND SPOIL. T WAS A TIME OF

GREATW OF LLEE AND_RRQRERIY AND THE

SPIRIT OF ISRAEL WAS «SQed=@W THAT ANY KIND OF

1 WAS NEAR IMPOSSIBLE. |HE PEOPLE

WER N THE MOUNTAINS OF ISRAEL, TRYING TO
KE O N EXISTENCE UNDER SUCH DIRE CONDITIONS,

T WAS IN THIS GREAT DISTRESS THAT THE NATION BEGAN

TO_CRY UNTO THE LORD. GOD SENT _A_NAMEIESS PROPHET

TO THE NATION TO REMIND THEM THAT THIS WAS EXACTLY

THE KIND OF CONDITION THEY WERE IN WHEN HE DELIVERED

THEM FROM EGYPT'S BONDANGE. AND, HE REMINDED THEM

THAT THEY WERE IN THIS PLIGHT BECAUSE THEY HAD

™ REFUSED OD’'S COMMANDS. IHIS CHAPTER REMINDS
: ' 0, T. WITH MEN

M —
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GOD’S UNUSUAL MWAYS - Conr. 2

TURN FROM THEIR SINS AND SEEK THE LORD. THIS WAS
/™ ESPECIALLY TRUE IN THE DAYS OF THE JUDGES. [SRAEL
WOULD SIN AND BECOME GRRRESSED BY NEIGHBORING
COUNTRIES, (GOD WOULD SEND .A_STRONG NATIQNAL | EADER
E _FORM OF A JUDGE WHO WOULD DELIVER THE NATION
-_%ROM fﬁETﬁ'ﬁFﬁﬁE§§T6‘E AND ONCE DELIVERED, THE
CYCLE OF DISQREDIENCE AEGU%ggggéﬁy WOULD BEGIN ALL
D

OVER. THKI s WH? THE GES IS THE DARKEST
PERIOD IN [SRAEL'S HISTORY,

I I A R
]

THE WORD "GIDEONY LITERALLY MEANS "R
HOWEVER, HIS PROFESSION WAS NOT A‘ﬂ

BUT RATHER HE WAS QP.
HE WAS THRASHING EAT IN A

WIMERRESS IS VERY SMALL FO . vT AND
COCATED AT THE..WRONG. i THRASHING WAS DONE AT
THE TOP OF THE HILL. ERE WE ARE INTRODUCED TO

_NATIONAL CRISIS. YOU WERE GOING TQ_LOQK FOR
FOR SUCH ERILOUS HOUR, YOU WOULD NOT
@™ LOOK FOR A MAN NERVOUSLY THRASHING WHEAT IN HIS
FATHER S WINEPRESS IN ORDER TO ESCAPE DETECT.ION
FROM—THE MIDIANITE MARAUDERS!! THE NEXT SURPRISING
ASPECT OF THE STORY IS IN VERSE 12 WHERE WE DETECT
SOMETHING OF GIDEON'S®@NKNOWN VALOR. APPARENTLY,
HE HAD ALREADY DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF IN THE EYES
OF THE ANGEL, OR, THE ANGEL SAW SOMETHING IN HIM
WHICH IS NOT APPARENT IN THE TEXT!!
APPEAR_AT THE MOMENT AS S ANYTHIN
BY HIS OCCUPATION, IT
WOULD SEEM LIKE HE WAS 'A BIZ_COWARDLY AND NOT
TERRIBLY INTERESTED IN_THE NATION AS A WHOLE,
BEGINNING WITH VERSE 13, GIDEON REFLECTS AN aerD

WELLINGNESS TO ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE OF NAT
_LEADERSHIP AND A DEEP SENSE OF Y
FOR THE JOB WHICH GOD IS CALLING HIM TO. IDEON

REMINDED THE ANGEL THAT HE WAS FROM THE SMALLEST
OF THE CLANS OF [IIANASSEH, THAT HE WAS FROM A .ROOR
~FAMLILY AND REALLY HAD NOTHING MNATURAL IN ABILITY
O OFFER AS A MEANS OF DELIVERANCE FOR THE NATION,
ERHAPS, IN ADDITION TO HIS OWN FEELING OF WEAKNESS,
«» GIDEON SENSED SOMETHING OF THH FILLING THE
\HEARTS OF HIS FELLOW COUNTRYM OF THE .SHR
PRISING. FEATURES OF THE BIBLE HAS TO DO WITH:(GOD:
USE OF THE UNUSUAL AND THE UNEXPECTED, GOD SELDOM
v

»

GOD’S UNUSUAL WAY$ CALLING MEN IN. THE . TIME.QOF
P
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| USES THE PEOPLE WITH ARE IMPRESSED. UFTEN
f‘?TIMES THE GREAT COULWINNERSY IN K CTHURCH ARE THE

S

SHY, Q PEOPLE LACKING THE GIET OF GAB AND THE

, Y ONE WOULD EXPECT NECESSARY TO
"BE EFFECTIVE IN THIS AREA. (0D MOVES UPON THE 4t~
H.KELLESI OF"MEN AND USES THEM MIGHTILY FOR His
IGLORY, IN ORDER THAT NO MAN CAN GLORY IN THE _FLESH,
BUT RATHER IS_DEPENDENT UPON THE 0D OF THE BIBLE

'FOR .SUCCESS IN SERVICE.,

1. 60D’ N - b:36-40
= THE USAGE OF THE FSEECE AS=A-MEANS FOR DETERMINING
L% Gop's | LLEE, WAS uNIQ®E TO GIDEON_AND

I
&(, GIDEON ALONE EEIKIE POINTS_OUT THAT THE NIGHT WIND
%, FROM THE SEA 1S LADENED IN PALESTINE WITH MOISTURE
“\C WHICH FALLS HEAVY, DEW-LIKE ABUNDANCE ALL OVER THE
LAND. ONE WRITER REMEMBERS AT [AESAREA THAT THE DEW
WAS SO HEAVY THAT IT DRIPPED FROM THE LEAVES OF THE

VINEYARD LIKE RAIN., 1IN AN_UNUSUAt_IlﬂELJHiJNAIlQNAL
AND A DEMORALIZED NATION, GOD RESORTED TO THIS
“fééééiﬁ;g=§é%ﬁé££gy ONLY ONCE IN THE BIBLE. IT MAY
#»NOT HAVE BEEN SHEER UNBELIEF OR WEAKNESS OF FAITH
TO CAUSE GIDEON TO ASK SUCH A SIGN FROMTHE LORD, BUT
RATHER A WAY OF BEING_ASSURED OF GOD’S PRESENCF ONCE
IDEON ASSUMED THE REIGNS QF NATIONAL LEADERSHIP.
FULLY AGREE WITH OSWALD=SANDERS WHO SAYS,

ING GUIDANCE FROM GOD, SOME CHRISTIANS MAKE A
ﬁgACTICE OF PUTTING OUT THEIR FLEECE; THAT 1S, ASKING
D TO GIVE THEM SOME TANGIBLE SIGN TO CONFIRM THEIR

GUIDANCE. IN REALITY, THIS IS A MARK OF
IMMATURIT¥, THE DESIRE TO WALK BY INSTEAD OF
AITH ALONE.”} |HIS PORTION OF THE BIBLE BRINGS TO

UR ATTENTION ONE OF THE IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF THE
BIBLE IN OUR LIVES,
W&u& HE ANSWER IS, "YES

\E OF THE GREAT PROBLEMS IS THAT EVERY
CHR;STIAN WHO PROFESSES TO HONESTLY WANT TO KNOW

DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEAN WHAT HE SAYS!!

WHAT LIKE AN AREHEEECT WHO IS ASKED TO
DESIGN A HOUSE FOR A CLIENT, BUT THEN LEARNS TO HIS
AMAZEMENT THAT THE CLIENT ALREADY HAS THE DESIGN IN
MIND. HAT THE CLIENT WANTS IS FOR THE ARCHITECT

INTMIND, g NY. EVERS: HAVE A PLAN FOR THEIR OQWN
_LIFE AND ARE SIMPLY TRYING TO FORCE (OD TO SANCTION.
.JHAT PLAN. THE BELIEVER SHOULD KEEP IN MIND THAT

A\ A




GOD'S UNUS - ConT. i

GOD HAS_A_PERFECT PLAN FOR EVERY BELIEVER'S LIFE.
OWEVER, WE LEARN THAT PLAN ONLY \GNEZSTAGE AT A TIME.
FOR THOSE WHO THINK GQD'S GUIDANCE IS NOT IMPORTANT,
REMEMBER THIS VERSE, “IT IS NOT IN M%§ THAT WALKETH
TO DIRECT HIS STEPS.” (JEREMIAH 10:2 ISTORY AND
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE ATTEST TO THE TRUTHFULNESS OF
THIS VERSE OF MAN'S ABILITY TO GUIDE HIS OWN LIFE
SUCCESSFULLY WITHOUT CONSULTING GOD, wWWEN_THF
. IT BRINGS

AND HARMONY IN HIS SOUL. WHENEVER HE MISSES
OD'S PLAN FOR HIS LIFE, THE RESULT IS INWARD RESI-
™ _ESSNESS AND _TURMOIL., WOULD ALSO LIKE TO EAMTION

THE SPIRITUALLY Z TO BE CAREFUL ABOUT USING
BHESE EXPRESSIONS, e w OR SaME_
{ ORD Al ED E... LEST YOU BE-EMBARRASSED LATER
DN WHEN IT BECOMES OBVIQUS.THAT WHAT YOU ATTRIBUTED
TO Gog WAS YOUR OWNCBELE=WI!! JoHN Y ADVOCATED
THAT GOD USUALLY GUID M BY PRESENTIN S TO
HIS MIND FOR ACTING IN A CERTAIN MANNER. ~WESLEY WOULD
'UE%K?NH%LL OF THE_ﬁeﬁI§ POSSIBLE, WEIGHING BOTH SIDES
OF THE ISSUE AND T RAYERFULLY STUDYING GOD ORD,
AND SEEKING THE LEADERSHIP OF THE HoLY SPIRIT, WOULD
#™BE A STEADILY, DEEPEN N THAT A CERTAIN
COURSE WAS THE S THE CONVICTION DEEPENED,
EM TO OPEN CLEARLY TO HIM. IT wouLD
SEEM THAT,GOD USED @4 - SUCH AS THE FLEECE
LIN GIDEON'S DAY AND" THE ﬁﬂﬂ AND THUMMIM IN FHE DAY.S
oF_IsRr + HOWEVER, TODAY WE ARE IN-
DWELT BY THE_HOLY SPIRIT AND NEED NOT RESORT TO SUCH
RACTICES, _IHE BELIEVER MAY ELING TO V SUCH AS
J ROVERBS 3:5-6, Romans 8:14, PsALM 57-% AS A

SCRIPTURAL BASIS FOR THE ASSURANCE OF GOD'S LEADERSHIP
IN THE LIFE.

111, GOD'S UNUSUAL JETHOD TN WARFARE - 7:1-7 awp
16-18

GOD PLANS TO QVERTHROW OUR_ENEMIES. HE DOES IT IN
SUCH A WAY THAT THERE 1S S A5 TO PERSON BRINGING

@ THE VICTORY, (OMPARE JOSHUA b:2 - THE_CONQUEST AT

UNDER JOSHUA'S L§ADERSHIP WAs_GoD'S DOING.,

Sy

ND THE LORD SAID UNJO JOSHUA, SEE, [ HAVE GIVEN UNTO
THINE HAND JERICHO... ERICHO WAS THE GATEWAY TO
¢« CANAAN., [T MUST BE TAKEN IN 0§DER FOR ISRAEL NOT TO
LEAVE AN ENEMY ON HER FLANK, [HE _CLOSED GATES OF THE
CITY WERE OPEN DEFIANCE TO Gop, GOD'S VICTORY OVER

\ A




GOD'S UNUSUAL WAYS - ConT. 5
GQEHARADHLJN_EEXBI WAS DONE IN SUCH A MIRACULOUS WAY

) THAT THERE WAS NO HUMAN EXPLANATION IN_THE CRQSSING
OF THE RED SEA AND THE DESTRUCTION OF PHARAOH'S ®
TROOPS. IN JupEs 5:20, THE DESTRUCTION OF
WAS ATTRIBUTED TO (OD'S USE OF THgﬁggggﬁg;ggﬁggéggg
IN OPPOSING ISRAEL'S LONG ENEMY., E
US RELATES WHAT MAY BE THE STRANGEST AND MOTT
AMAZING BATTLE IN T ORY OF WARFAR] T
CONSISTED OF CREEIIIOUE FEATURESSINKNOWN TO GENERAL
WARFARE. (1) IHE REDHCTION OF AN ARMY TO A MERE

SCOUTING EXPEDITION IN SIZE. (2§ |HE ENTRANCE INTO
COMBA T . Wl QU WEARPON THIS CHAPTER SUGGESTS THERE

IS A KIND OF “HEAMENLY ARIIHMEIEC" THAT R
RATHER THANW FORCES OF GOD., WHEN IT COMES
TO. DECISIVE BATTL GoD SEPARATES AND SELECTS HIS
CHOICE WORKE UR BLESSED LORD CHOSE TWELVE MEN
TINTO WHOSE HANDS HE cCOMMITTED HIs WORK ON EARTH.,
IT IS ouT OF APPARENT WEAK THAT GOD'S STRENGTH
S MANIFES ED. [HE ARMY OF GIDEON WAS REDUCED FROM
52,000 1o 300 1N ORDER TO GET THE JOB DONE. GOD
KNEW THE IMPORTANCE OF QUALITY IN His ARMY., IN THE
TES OD SENT THE HOME AS HE DISMISSED THE
IN THE WATER TEST. [IHE SIGNIFICANCE QF
THE DRINKING TEST HAD TO DO WITH.DISCIPIINF, |HE
300 REVEALED .CHARACTER IN T¥§§%gggg§%g%¥%% OF LIFE,
THEY TOOK -RRECAUTION AGAINST-SURPRIS TACK. THEY
DEMONSTRATED THEY COULD PUT PERSONAL AND PHYSICAL
__NEEDS IN SECOND POSITION IN THEIR LIVES AND STAND
__THE STRESS OF PROLONGED WARFARE. [IHESE_MEN PUT
THEIR : AND. SECOND, [HEY DID NOT
FORGE WERE IN E : ITORY AND THEIR

MlL1IAR%_QBJEQILMEJﬂﬂhﬂ&ELSURREME_ERlQRLIY IN THEIR
MIND. Hﬁ_uﬁa?aus USED BY THESE WARRIQRS IS UTTERLY

NTHINKABLE., HEY WERE “@UTNUMBERED :

UMANLY SPEAKING, THERE WAS .NO.WAX OVER-
COME SUCH 0DDS. I[N MODERN LANGUAGE, IS WOULD BE
AN EXAMPLE OF PS¥CHOLOGICAL WARFARE . HE STRATEGY
OF GIDEON_SENT THE MIDIANITES INTO UTTER PANIC AND
DEFEAT. [HERE MAY BE MANY LESSONS OBVIOUS FROM THIS
PORTION OF THE ORD OF GOD, BUT THE TRUTH OF

STANDS OUT IMMEDIATELY, _JHL;Uﬂi
WEAPONS QF OUR WARFARE ARE NOT CARNAL, BUT MIGHTY
‘ G_HOLDS."

HE VICTOR F A LHRISTIAN IN THE WORLD OF SPIRITUAL

DARKNESS Igggghiaul$éh BROKEN PITCHER AND AN
E

ngNSTRUMENT SOUNQ LIGHT FOR THE WORLD'S DARKNESS
IS TH HE SURRENDER OF THE BELIEVER

IS A MIGHTY WEAPON IN THE HAND OF (GOD. THE TRUMPET

N 4




GOD’S UNUSUAL WAYS - ConrT. 6

OF .GoD'S MESSAGE MUST BEAR A CLEAR SOUND IN THE
) NIGHT OF SPIRITUAL DARKNESS. IHE BELIEVER HAS A
SECRET WEAPON WITH WHICH HE IS ABLE TO COMBAT ANY
OBSTACLE AND THAT WEAPON 1S YIELDEDNESS TO (oD,
WiTH ‘MosES, GoD TOOK A SIMPLE ROD, A SHEPHERD'S
STAFF AND USED IT MIGHTILY TO THﬁ GLORY OF (oD AND
THE DELIVERANCE OF THE NATION. WITH JosHuA, Gop
USED A RAM'S HORN FOR THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN,
THERE WERE NO HORSES, NO BATTER]NG RAMS1 CHARIOTS
OR MIGHTY WEAPONS, SIMPLY A RAM'S HORN!! WITH
SAMPSON, GOD USED THE JAW BONE OF AN ASS; WITH
DAVID, A SLING, ALL OF THESE WERE MIGHTY INSTRU-
MENTS OF WARFARE FOR VICTORY WHEN SIMPLY YIELDED
TOo GOD, dN-OUR DISPENSATION, (GOD IS LOOKING FOR
TORCH BEARERS IN EARTHEN VESSELS, MEN WHO WILL
UND FORTH THE TRUMPEJ OF THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE
OF GOD WITH CLARITY AND BOLDNESS,

v, : - NITES -

EVAE
__ UN THIS MEMORABLE NIGHT,{GODJWON THE VICTORY FOR
“™ ISRAEL IN AN v |HE RESULT OF OBEDIENCE

TO GOD BROUGHT COMPLETE CONFUSION AND DEFEAT TO
THEIR ENEMIES, HOWEVER, THERE WAS NO DOUBT 1IN
ANYONE'S MIND THAT THE VICTORY WAS GOD'S DONG.

BEFORE THE TIME QF GIDEON,.;ﬁgzgsniauaxss.uaa.auanuiD
.I;m_ma_mﬁmu_mg?. THLS DEFEAT, IHEY
wgﬁ NE. MENTIQNED AGAIN AS ENQ&M

RECENTLY, [ HAVE BEEN DEEPLY IMPRESSED IN THE WORD
OF GOD WITH THE VARIOUS PRINCIPLES MENTIONED IN THIS
CHAPTER TODAY. GOD HAS A REMARKABLE WAY OF I
HIS WORKERS AND USING ONLY THOSE WHO_A G
TRUST HIM ANDNOI.IHEIR QUN SKIIIS, THERE 1S A
LESSON FOR ALL BELIEVERS TO LEARN THAT OUR

AND S AND BACKG D TRAI G
f&&E&E&E&EGHBG:i:u:EgﬁrﬁR THE—aiaggggﬂiﬁgllﬁf"JlLu
DIEEEHLMLWLH%P THIS HAS COME WITH
R WED FORCE IN MY OW INKING IN THE PAST FEW

WEEKS REGARDING OUR CURRENT LONG-RANGE PROGRAM,

—- SOME OF OUR BEST THlmg;uﬁ A?D PROFESSIONAL ADVICE

| HAS-BEEN REVERSED BY GOD. [HE LORD WOULD TEACH US
AS A CHURCH THAT OUR ABSOLUTE DEPENDENCE FOR
SPIRITUAL MINISTRY AND PHYSICAL GROWTH IS DEPENDENT
UPON HiM AND Him ALONE!!

.| _ | -
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' THE LOST TOUCH"
Judges l4=-16

I enrolled in a noon time phy-
(‘\31ca1 fitness program. The first session was very easy.
'However, the second day was another story---sore muscles
and stiffness to the point hardly able to move. I was
complaming to someone about these difficulties and they
jokingly replied: ! .
bel" This sentence lingered in my thinking all week
long~-~ "not the man you use to be."lyThlnk of how this
applies to so many Christians who are
EE§£ uyse~to - be. Once they lived a life of _joy and,pgggg
ore the Lord. They delighted in the Rible, .prayer,
witnessing and all that goes together to make
for ﬂmm---and then something
v,g,happened. either by_delibexrate sin or sheer neglect
@ person looses.teuchcuithaGod, w is no¢ longer
a dellght er 1s rare except in an g and

Ju1_lnh2a:;a.ii:al_nart_nf_:ha_liie. Somewhere along

this road the person becomes so accustomed to be
that it taﬁmmﬁa

splrltual slumber.

K\Cﬁn.makg,_.a.sn.tp mm,mnw_mm;m_bm
-ing of God for granted. That good-eld-6ed will just go
along with whatever we do and.cn.u.t.‘l.nuﬂ..t.n..&m.ll?. upon

us. This is not the case-~there is a terrible cost to
pay for loss of fellowship with God. iggs of personal
peace and bless1ng, Joss of power in service, Jess of
influence with family and friends, _kogs of meaning and
purpose in life. For the child of God who _has known the
experience of closeness to the lord,

i Wlth Hlm and one is

oyful until the breach has been spanned.

the classic Blble example of a man who got

ouch with God ; 4 1 but

alin hls 11'Fe.;f.nn..pe.r-
only to learn * that
or disobedience to

g who was once th in Israel became the
n Philistia. From sad experience we

earn some profitable lessons.
I. THE SUBTILITY OF SIN IN SAMSON'S LIFE

' When Samson steps forth on the pages of Scrip-
ture he is a man OWWW. However,
his strength_gas from God and immediately Samson begins

to .sow of his oun failure.
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plans g~ Bukhigh - Rooemit
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A. Samson Married Out Of The Will 0f God==14:1-7

~This hasﬁ?ﬁwy a prO-
fessing Christian. t 1s easy to get ones attention
fastened on ey h color of e , Gl , SRanneIs
i 1e. and

lan thinking abou marrlage°”7 S

If not, make sure you are marrled. Samson was
attracted to i 1n Timnath on one basis
alone-- she was ' . Hisopanents were

distresséd with his ch01ce and deeply troubled that he
1?3'T3'E;§k to make friends with the enemies of Israel.
His wife became thq_i;na;_gi_agxgnal_mgmgp who would
God had warned Israel that
1nter-marr1age w1th pagan peoples would lead the nation
into idolatry and many other sins that would drag the
nation down,
B. Samson Failed To Keep His Nazarite Vows
He was required as a Nazarite
live & kil £ rom other men.
(E;) He could Boefxudt of the vine. This represent
the fact that h@'ﬂﬂ'TE'?efraln from

Much like
E%Pju&ﬂ.ﬁn_who in training gives up what many others
o readily--smoke, little sleep=--but £ the sake of
‘the game he -accepts the-restrictiens. Long hair--

by wearing long har, the Nazarite was giving up his
pride in.personal appearance, It is obvious in all of
history that long hair on a man is a distastefiilmatter
and the Nazarite in letting it grow was saying I am

§ in
public, Willing to not_gonform to the generally accept-
ed ideas of the day. Not to touch the dead--a
picture that a Nazarite put God even above earths

ébsegt ties..(Numbers 653-7) Samson's. problemcwas -that

The subtility of sin in Samson's life is seen in how
he thought he could live_gii‘iiaggy as a Nazarite=--

professing to live by the vows and yet falllng to do
so. The word for this 1S,Q¥B§§;;§z. He lgnored all
_adxigg_ig:_h;a_na:en:s and others to the point going

"too far. He tampewed with some Biblical principles
concerning personal 1 to God. God says in
His word that we cannot be and His stand-
and {p a world that neither appreciagtes

nor understands God.[ This is a hard lesson to learn.

{4 POlnt‘ I am not talking about,ﬂh;;ﬁl&ﬂlj%Eﬂﬁﬁﬁ"
ot about fglendshlgs and.standards

of God,." (Phillips Translation)
e S L

y
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II. THE SORROW OFSIN IN SAMSON'S LIFE %

@mm one of the.saddest.verses i
he Bible 4. fQL.years Samson had been_ﬁlmnm_&ﬁw
f\ﬁ He had been keeping company with the yrong

he had payedﬂjw.t.um to his own rel-
was more concerned about personal

ationship to God. e
interest than the glory of God. Samson had made a_ﬁa.:a.l

wistake-~he had. exhaus.te.d_cnd..s_na;;enc.e_n

tried to call

bu.t_nm..l.t_ua.s_gnne.l Now that he ne
no other t1me ‘but Samson had w with God once too ‘
. \

|

|

—sin, | Noahy -thought he could drink w1th no serious
% problems and it ruined his famlly for generations,
m—thought he could commit adultery and get by but
it made him a_liar and myprderer. He payed a price with
\ his wolbetamily and with hisfeldouship with God. Read
Psalm 51 --the cry of a despexate . broken man!

- _Msﬁgmmmmgmm
. If you had asked him about his spirit-

al condition he would have spoken with great confid-
nce and mentioned other times when his strength was

God is not interested in what we.w

o d
at ow. ( How many timeshave you™Seoid
yoursel I will begin to read my Bible,
tomorrow _ re, tomorrow I will

1li -==b -

you are still on the outside looking in., There 1is no

sense of the presence and power of God in your life.
ﬁ =God has.warned.us repeatedly in the Bible about
—the danger of otinging EQ_D&E—H-B-S. Do you remember

the familiar story of the man who found,a._mgn,a,];__b.t.’;an

and decided to take it home with him. He fed it from

a ba‘lg___% . Soon became a‘t%mnw and the talk
of t ighborhood. All of is happened im-Mexico

nd hunters had warned the man that such an animal
ouTd—Trever be %and_m in the home. A jaguar

s one of the animals that does noWn
However, the cat seemed quite harmless and
as indeed a delightful pet. One evening as the man

at in his favorite easy chair reading a bogk he felt
he cat at his knee. Casually he reached out to stroke
fits head when he felt its tongue on his hand. Then he
remembered he had scxzateched his hand on some thorns
earlier in the d ay. Looking down he was surprised to

see the blood-flewding from the cat's rough a‘gng.l.ye.
Startled the man commamded t and then

with a sharp blow saw the animal slink to the far

corner of the room. Then he settled back to the book.




|

After a few moment the man grew for . The
silence wa]srgg;j_g and the feeling ¢ filled

the room. He looked toward the jaguar to see it lying

close to the floor, its tail twitchin i;_slo_rfhj,n,gu
(‘\Jerks. as 1n 1ts eyes., In a

®sment 1t would spring upon him., Breathlessly the
man moved his hand toward the table drawer at his
side to remove a heawpmcalddber. pistal . Trying his best
to be calm, he almed the revolver at the cat's head
and pulled the t f
--it will .@

ITII. THE SPECTACLE OF SIN IN SAMSON'S LIFE

# Satan is a hard taskmaster. He promises _happ-
iness, thrills, adyeniure but he pays off inebzreken

.Lim. mapriages and hopes What a.sadeRiCLure to see

The feast to

this Wgrmdlng at the mill, blind and

without mercy or plty.

*m as set as_the time to make Samson
the sport--the Come o 86 . Even though Sam-
son's eyes were gone--the scars fo sin that remah--
God did rgpew and foxgiue Samson for his sin.

His hair dld begln to grow AlDs~Ve 22 In thls little

nTU“TtﬁEhotonous
chapter in the Bible--it is a record of nobodies,
The only distinction many of these people possessed was
the fact that they were born and they inm turn begat
children which requires not special recognition in the
annal of Scripture. Amidst that dry record of births
and deaths we discover the record of a man who was
M:ﬁamt. In many respects all men can be seen picturwd
in this chapter. These.who live and die with not great

distinction recorded about them. The thlng that made

Engegh was the fact that he walked in fellowship with
God... and he did so in one of the most wieked and
diffdenlt.bime in all of history, just before the Flood

when men were as godless as they have been to date in

history. ..Everything .about.him was.designed to dra

wetiim _down but in spite of his circumstances he walked

m

with God, He did not do this in some remote.area of
the world or in some some _super, special, spimitpal
atmeosphere, From these two men a valuable kesson.,
‘When-8 msen was strong and full of himself he failed
ml.seralq)ly. He fgtggtgg‘_ggg_ in his life and it led
to misexry.and . God wants us to be like Enoch-

walk with God in close fellowship before we fall into
the prisonhouses of this world.




"A CARELESS JUDGE"
Judges 16

Recently, the Detroit papers carried the story
N of a judge in that city who for over 10 years had
not paid his income tax --{Amazed re a judge in N.Y,
Son went free,

Samson was among the last of the judges in Israel,
(Reluctant to mention Samson because of the Holly-
wood conceptl! )

The Book of Judges is one of Israel's spiritual
decline, Israel had failed to become a separated
nation =-=- they inter-married with corrupted pagan
peoples and this led to idolatry. They would turn
away from God -- in distress, they would repent,
cry out for help and this help came to the nation
thru men whom God raised up caLled--Judges.‘(period
covered 300 yrs of Israel*s history: sin, punish-
ment, repentance, deliver,)

In Samson, a picture of history of Israel: strong
when kept the vows to God -- prone to strange loves--
defeat and slavery,

I, THE SUBTILITY OF SIN IN THE LIFE OF SAMSON
A, Failure to Live a Separated Life,
Israel was a nation wholly separated unto God,
1, Denominational--doctrine--apostasy,
2, Personal--2 Cor, 63l7==Rom, 12:1
Godly, holy life, Qur goals not
same as the unsaved, —
Vow of Nazarite, v, 17 (3 restrictions)
a, Abstain from fruit of the wvine
(Num, 6:3) A life of self-discipline,
b, Abstain from cutting _the hair,
His separation not concealed, a marked
man, distinguisable in any group. A
lack of conformity.
c., Abstain from contact with dead,
B, Failure to Choose a Godly Companion,
Samson headed for sorrow =-- how could a god-
less Philistine know anything about the God
of the Bible, (Story after story--it just
won't workl Nancy at Buckfield--children
Py often suffer,




I1I, THE SORROW OF SIN IN THE LIFE OF SAMSON,
v, 20-21, i
A, Loss of Power,

=

\

III,

Samson was unaware of his weakness until

the crisis hourl Application.

He thought he could safely sin because he
appeared to get away with it a few times,

He thought the power there regardless of

his action,

Compromise with Sin:

'l, Noah=--wine \ W \der

2, David--adultery :

3., Uzziah--power

4, Diotrephes--position ‘

5. Korah--attacking God's ordained leaders
This loss was gradual. An inch here--a

foot, a yard,
Persistence, the Devil's great weapon,
This loss was
He trifled with God once too often!
Nothing for the emergencyl A pathetic
picture -- prodigal son®
Remember the days of wictory--joy was in the
life--now--

THE SPECTACLE OF SIN IN THE LIFE OF SAMSON.

~Satan a hard taskmaster, Promises joy, thrills,

adventure--pays off with broken lives,
marriages, despair,
Binds--grinds--(Nickels)

(Hope»-when by faith seek God's forgiveness--
O0.T. example of principle N,T,

(1 Cor, 9:27)
Withdrawal of God's blessing--
try to do work of God--no powerl



" THE MAN WHO LOST POWER WITH GOD AND MEN" Jud. 16:20

One of the most pitiable sights one can see is
that of someone who has once known some outstanding position
trying to continue on when they are not capable of doing so.
@™ outstanding example of this was Joe Louis in his old
age trying to be the devistating champion he had once been.

This was exactly the situation which faced Samson,
He had once been strong. Now his idea was %o arise end in
the power which had been awailable, conquer his foes with
little or no effort--but this time the power was gonel
Semsons great mistake was that he forgot that his strength
was given by the Lord and it could be withheld when Samson
failed to keep his vows. Failure and defeat were herd pills
for Semson to swallow but ones he needed to experience before
he could know his greatest hour. (But we are getting ahead of
the story.)

I. SAMSON'S DEFEAT BEGAN WHEN HE WENT TO THE WRONG PLACE AND

SAW THE WRONG THING =-~14:1ff,

Ao Semson married the wrong girl. He though he knew more
than God. There is a principle of separation in the
Bible--Semson ignored it and started down a roed that
could lead but one way==-="down}

’—-\ II. SAMSON'S DEFEAT CONTINUED WHEN HE SOUGHT TO DEFEAT HIS

‘ \ ENEMY TN TEETR OWN TERRITORY  16:1
As Gaze the greatest of the Philistine cities,
\VB. Sgmson was a Nazarite=-- Numbe. 6:2
I
I

l. Long heai
2. Striet diet
3« Ceremonisally clean
C+ Samson's fall at the hands of Delildh
l. Samson remembered the ropes, gates, and felt him=self
strong.
2. "shake ourselves"-- I can remember souls, times of
victory. We cannot see our own loss of power.
8. Samson & man of strength and wit=-but no match
for the Philistines and Delish,
| be Samson could not detect danger==kept drawing
| nearer the danger point. ( Sometimes is better
to "flee" rather than stay.=-1 Tim, 6.
ce Yesterdays power and victory will not wins
todays battle.
(Explein the ministry of the Holy Spirit im 0,T.)
ITI. SAMSON'S PUBLIC DISGRACE 16:23
The route has never changed=-Gaza to the prison housel
Semons way back was by way of death. Wigs this suicide?
No, Yod gave him the power--more like a man dying for his
nation=-Israel, Heb, 11:32? FAITH TO SAVE

] r— -
Lesson: Don't miss the power=- Woodstook bowling

"out of shape==not what use to hel How about it?



POWER FAILURE
Judges 16:20

In the story of Samson we see a picture of the history
™ of Israel. Strong when they kept their cowenant with God.
~frone to follow strange loves in forbidden territory, resulting
in defeat and slavery. However, there is a principle here that
extends to any aiyb-Eﬁck of power comes because of our strange
loves.,

I. SAMSON THE SEPARATED-- Judges 13:5

A Nazarite was one who was "consecrated" or dedicated

to the Lord. It involved a_vow of separation,_ self-
denial and discipline for the purpose of spec1a1 service.
Numbers 6:1ff,

Background of chapter l3--Samson's parents and the Angelic
announcement.

Principle of Separation in the Bible:

For those who would know the blessing of God on the life
separation from things tuat dishonor His name is essential.
Two types of separation:

l. Denominational--God holds us responsible for where we

put our support. keason for an age
of substitution--substitute for the

) gospel--winning souls-- knowledge of

: Bitle. Separation from apostasy.
“AMy own expeieence with A.DB.C.)

Great mistake to think you can reform:
it--never do--just get caught up in the
web;;ggg;=§g;;ig?-now in the machinery
of the denomination.*

2. Perscnal-- Often misunderstood. It does not mean

- ff i It means to be Qinﬁ the
32 world but not ®of) it. Our motives and
S otrr desires are not the same as theirs.
2 Cor. 6:17 and fomans 12:1
Godliness and holiness of life. Such is
impossible for the believer who is taken up
ﬁ;;h_hhe~same pursuits as the unsaved,
IL-ﬁ-r ?’ % 't_

m k—rdg v
IT. SANSON THE STHONG—-

1, Slaying a lion--1l:5-7
2. Slaying 1000 with jawbone of an ass 15:15
3. Carrying away gates of a city 16:3
™ But his strength was in the Lord not in himself and because
- he forgott this he started a downward course:
cf. 1h:1  DOWNWARD PATH

Loveo Wiomenl;
A. Married the wrong girl:

N W




™

14:3 "she pleaseth me well! Not does she please the
Lord-- a selfish motive.

How important this point is: _Strange we can trust

the Lord to save us and take us to heaven, but not

wait upon the Lord for a companion for life.
\KI-R-HOm case-- greatest sorrow of life.

Nancy at “uckfield. Linda 5locke. #¥5tory rope--lege

B. Mixed with the Wrong Crowd: 16:1 "Gaza"

C. Hevealed His secrets to the enemy.

Stay out of the Devil's Lg];;:iggzy.*' If you have been
a drunkard--stay sway from the tavern.
The story of Delilah.

Samson's disg

III. SAMSON THE SLEEPER-- 16:20

ol

Iv.

Samson assumed that because he was cnce strong that he
would always be thus. Forgot that to use the power of
God for selfish purposes is dangerous. When the symbol
of his vow is gone--so is his power. ( A pityful sight to
see a champion in defeat---Joe Leuis)
Application:

r i --witness and
bilgle_, regular in attendance at Church then somm strange

love captures their attention——thegrisig>comes when they
need that old power-—-but it is gone-- helplessl

SAMSON THE SPORT—— 16:25

Samson the mighty becomes a public spectacle. Doing the
labor of a slave. (This is the devil's pay.) “e is a hard
taskmaster. ——

V. SAMSON THE SAVED——Heb, 1l:32-3)

Samson no _coward and had learned his lesson. KReady to.die
—~for the cause. 16:22 Hair began to grow again! Thank God
we do not have to take defeat!
——_——F



ROBERT K. SPRADLING SEP1EMBER 6, 19%1

A,
Zee. Pm
" JEPHTHAH" Lo
JubGEs 11:1-40 Pt S7

(RELATE_DISCUSSION OF TITLE AND RESPONSE OF JEFF
WHO?) THE BOOK OF JUDGES HAS BEEN CALLED THE
OF _LSRAEL S HISTORY", IT COVERS,
APPROXIMATELY BETWEEN THE TIME OF 'oSES
AND THE ESTABLISHING OF THE KINGDOM IN HISTORY.
DURING THAT TIME, THE PEOPLE OF GOD FOLLOWED ﬂ
fsrRAEL wouLD Forsake Gop anp His
COMMANDMENTS, GET INTO TROUBLE THROUGH OPPRESSION
OF HEA , CRY_OUT TO GOD, AND RECEIVE
( ]HE DELIVERANGCE WAS IN THE FORM OF
-gg;éfiﬁfgﬁﬁ‘AND WOMEN WHOM G0OD RAISED UP TO GOVERN
LSRREE‘DERTNG THOSE DAYS, THEY WERE INDEED
SAVLIORS. TO DELIVER GOD'S OPPRESSED PEOPLE. THE
CHILDREN OF [SRAEL SPENT THIS PERIOD OF TIME FOL-
LOWING THE CYCLE WITH ;
ONE COMMENTATOR REFERS TO THE PERIOD OF JUDGES AS

THE_SADDESI_CHAPTER IN [SRAEL'S HISTORY, WHEN
THER R , AND EVERY MAN DID

THAT WHI S RIGHL.IM_HIS OWN EYES. I[N THIS BOOK,
BETWEEN AND ©AMSONY WE ARE INTRODUCED TO A
@™  MAN WHOSE LIFE AND MINISTRY IS NOT WELL KNOWN - HE

WAS THESMENTH JUDGE, HE RULED THE NATION FOR_SIX
YEARS,

[, JEPHTHAH: A MAN WITH FAMILY PROBLEMS - vs. 1-3

. SOME ARE MORE SEVERE

GEMER Yo AN Yo ASRROBL EMS
, THAN OTHERS AND SOME ARE-DEALT.WITH-MORE SUCCESS-
qu FULLY THAN OTHERS, BUT @ PROBLEMS)  [TONE
2 ESCAPE, . [HE PEOPLE IN THE BTBLE WERE NOT IMMUNE ()
FROM SUCH_DA D FoE EXAMPLE
£L%  HAD # REBELLIOUS SONg 1BRAHATZ: HAD DIFFICUL

WITH HIS NEPHEW, LOT. B WERE THE
CLASSIC BROTHER ANTAGURN MATTER OF FACT,

FAMORLILSM E

N_THAT EAMILY. [ODAY, DIFFICULTIES BET-
WEEN HUSBANDS AND WIVES, CHILDREN AND PARENTS,

CHILDREN AND CHILDREN, IN-LAWS, FINANCIAL, CIRCUM-
STANCES, AND A THOUSAND OTHER DIFFICULTIES EXIST
S

IN THE HOMES REPRESENTED HERE TODAY,
. HE WAS NOT_ACCEPIED BY THE
«» REST OF THE FAMILY AND HIS.ulLLEGLTIMACY RESULTED IN
HIS BEING EXCLUDED OR EKEELLED(EROM THE_F#

CIRCLE BY ; ' RELATE @J0S
EXPERIENCE WITH HIS BROTHERS, ) EPHTHAF—S=BROTHERS
WERE CONCERNED ABOUT E, HIS EXPUL~

SION HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH ngggéigg OR LABLLLLY,

FOR HE HAD BJSTINGUISHED HIMSELF AS A MILITARY MAN,
\ ey . /
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_SIMPLY STATED, JEPHTHAH WAS RESTRICTED FROM THE
NOT FOR SOMETHING WHICH HE HAD
ON BUT FOR SOMETHING OVER WHICH HE HAD ABSO-

= Lx_NQ—CQNIRQL__JﬁkﬁsgﬁEiH' JEPHTHAH FLED TO
| TOB,WHICH IS A TOWN I ,» AND THERE GATHERED

AROUND HIM A GROUP OF UNEMPLOYED ROGUES,AND OUT
OF THIS.MWILD,RECKLESS,OQUTLAW BAND WELDED AN

OVER WHICH HE BECAME THE
‘lgﬁ&fﬁ%%%%ifégég+¥§T§Q§k¥ERESTING TO OBSERVE THAT
EPHTHAH S_HEREDITY AND .SQCIAL PROBLEMS DID NOT

PERMANENTLY RESTRICT HIS CAREER, FOR HE SOON TOOK
AN HONORABLE PLACE IN THE HISTORY [SRAEL,
By THE wAY, _EAMILY PROBLEMS ARE Now, IT 1s

IN VOGUE TO , KND OUR COUNTRY
1S RAPIDLY F?E[?§EB%%E%;%%%E%Etﬁ%ﬁ_gﬂ_lﬂﬁ_ﬁﬂﬂlgx,
PEOPLE WHO OTHER PEOPLE TO TELL OTHER
)PEOELE_ﬂQﬂ:%g%%EgL_w1IH_IHE_Paeaesms_uﬂlnﬂ_IH§
i 2= COUNSELOR HIMSELF HAS OFTEN FAILED TO RESOLVE!)
[LVE!)

Lk,

HE_AMMONITES WERE THREATENING WAR WITH ISRAEL.
; EAT CONCERN IN THE LAND CONCERNING
SRAEL $ DEFENSE POSTURE. |HE NATIONAL NEED WAS
FOR A SKILLED WARRIOR TO FORGE SOME KIND OF
NAT IONAL Y AND FORCE TO DEAL WITH THE
THREAT OF AMMON, .#ﬁgaﬁﬁa OF THE NATION WENT
TO JEPHTHAH AND REQUES D HIS ASSISTANCE IN DEAL-
ING WITH THE PROBLEM., [N THE PRESENCE OF NATIONAL
DANGER, JEPHTHAH'S BAGKGROUND.AND HEREDITY, OR
HIS INRERIOR.STATUS AND SIIGMA_IN SOCIETY, WAS
% - «QUL.CKLY_FORGOTTEN, [HEY NEEDED HIM, AND WITH: “HAT

_IN HAND” THEY ASKED FOR HIS ASSISTANCE. IN TIME
OF DANGER, HIS LEGIT IMA Y AND POSITION OF A SOCIAL
REGISTER WERE_OE ABSQ £ “ERN- — BL
- SHF | TORY OF BO
EPHTHAH S BEACCEPTING THE CHALLENGE
WAS IF HE WON, HE WOULD RETAIN HIS LEADERSHIP IN
[SRAEL AFTER THE VICTORY. JEPHTHAH'S APPROACH
TO THE CHILDREN OF AMMON DISPLAYS HIS
AND ABILITY TO NEGOTIATE. JEPHTHAH WAS NO WAR-
MONGER. EVEN THOUGH HE HAD PROVEN HIMSELF TO BE
A COMPETENT WARRIOR, HE STILL SOUGHT—A_PEACEFUL
«SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM. HE TRIED TO AVOID WAR
e AND WAS COURTEOUS YET_FIRM EVEN IN DEALING WITH
AGGRESSIVE ENEMIES. [ CHARGED
THAT ISRAEL POSSESSED THROUGH IMPER-

'ﬁ/lﬂ IALISTIC OR CONQUEST EFFORTS, HOWEVER; JEPHTHAH
WW&E—M THAT THE LAND CAME TO ISRAEL
BEFORE AND WAS GIVEN TO THEM BY 50D,
IS QUESTION WAS WHY HAD NOTHING BEEN SAID OR DONE

e 4

@@

) //f $
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FOR 300 YEARS, [INow, ALL OF A SUDDEN, IT IS A BIG
MATTER, WHEN IN FACT THEY HAD RECEIVED THE LAND BY

;.DlMlNE.ﬁRANﬁ. WHEN THE AMMONITES REFUSED TO

~~ NEGOTIATE, JEPHTHAH LED SRAEL INTO A FULL AND
COMPLETE VICTORY OVER THﬁ AMMONITES, CAPTURING.20Q
CITLES_IN THE PROCESS. HOWEVER, BEFORE HE WENT

INTO BATTLE, HE MADE A VOW TO GOD, AND THIS IS THE
HEART AND KEY STUDY IN THE CHAPTER.

1l % PE%%AH: A MAN WHO HADE_AdD KEPT HIS VO!

- vs, 50-40
THERE 18 WIDE DIFFERENCE OF OPINION CONCERNING THE
o EXECUTIO JEPHTHAH'S VOW, HERE ARE BASICALLY
C%sﬁ JEPHTHAH FULFIL IS VOW BY SACRI-
,"';f“'-E.LLLNE HIS DAUGHTER'S LIFE, JEPHTHAH FULFILLED
. HIS VOW BY. SETTING HIS DAUGHTER ASIDE TO SERMICE
@Suuua L VIRGINITY yehblllS

View Wﬁﬁ TBILITY¥OF-ANY-HEIRS —IN-HILS
eRAMLLY HE LATTER VIEW SEEMS TO BE MORE IN KEEPING

WITH_THE «NATURE AND CWCIER_Q.E_GQD.AS REVEALED IN

THE BIBLE. THE TERMUMEE§§§E§E§§%%gG" SUGGESTS A
—WHOI E_OFFERING,AND H WERE NEVER USED

AS BURNT OFFERINGS, LALWAYS ANIMALS., |HE PRACTICE OF

. LIVING SACRIFICES WAS A , AN ABOMINA-
TION TO GOD AND EOREBIDBEN- IN SCRIPTURE. (DEUT, :
51) THE LATTER VERSES OF THE CHAPTER SEEM® TO

STRENGTHEN JHE IDEA THATVOW 1NV0LVE3§EE§§EFBATION

ACCORDANCE-WIFH=LEVITICUS 2/:1-8. HER SORROW WAS
THAT OF DUSGRACE [NVOLVING=GHELDLESSNESS, THERE
WOULD BE NO POINT IN WEEPING OVER HER VIRGINITY IF
SHE WAS GOING TO LOSE HER LIFE IN SUCH A SHORT
ﬁERIOD OF TIME! SHE WAS ANLONLY CHILD, AND THUS
EPHTHAH WOULRMEVER._HAVE GRANDCHLLDREN s=-NQ—HELRS
WHICH WERE LOOKED UPON AS A BLESSING_EROM_(QOD, AND,
THEREFORE, THIS ACT ON HIS AND HER PART WAS A _GREAT
SACRIFICE TO BE SURE. WHERE NO ANIMA] SACRIFICE WAS
MADE, THE PRIEST ASSESSED |TONETARY_PAYMENT AND, IN
THIS CASE, THE MONELARY.OEEERING COULD BE MADE AND
THE PERSON-DEDICATED TO SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY,
.G, MooRHEAD HAS SAID: "IN SPITE OF THE STRONG
ARGUMENTS HEARD IN SUPPORT OF THE VIEW THAT HE
ACTUALLY OFFERED HIS DAUGHTER IN SACRIFICE TO 50D,
IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS VOW, THERE IS ENOUGH GROUND
#» IN THE SOMEWHAT AMBIGUOUS NARRATIVE TO JUSTIFY A
MORE HUMANE INTERPRETATION, [T SEEMS MORE IN
HARMONY WITH THE PALCE GIVEN JEPHTHAH AMONG THE -
SAINTS, AND WITH HER BEWAILING HER VIRGINITY THAT
THE FATHER DEVOTED HIS DAUGHTER TO A LIFE OF CELI-
BACY AND SECLUSION.,” INVOLVEMENT WITH THE TEXTUAL
AND CRITICAL ASPECTS OF THIS PROBLEM MAKE IT EASY

\ i
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TO FORGET THE HEART OF THE PASSAGE., [HE POINT IS
THAT THE FATHER WAS A MAN OF'TR$EGRLZX—AND-HQNOR.
EVEN THOUGHT IT MEANT CONSIDERABL, RSONAL _SACRI-

N THE OLD ESTAMENT, VOWS WERE
ALWAYS AND NEVER MANDATORY. (Deut. 23:
22) HOWEVER, WHEN A VOW WAS MADE, GENERALLY AS
AN EXPRESSION OF 4GRALLTUDE TO (OD, & OFTEN DONE

)§

IN TIME-QE.DLSIRESS, THESE VOWS, WERE ALWAYS LOOKED
UPON WITH=GRAVITY.BY GOD. CHHERERGRED 1T,

OR A _PERSON NO Q_MAKE A VOWTTTKELY OR ouT
SOHBER_REFLECLION SETIER.NOT TO MAREZA"VOW THAN

L NO n A O N ARR N LM T
mCﬂEboFTEN INCLUDED PROMISES TO PERFORM CERTAIN
THINGS OR TO MAKE CERTAIN QEEERINGS IN RETURN FOR
CERTAIN BENEFITS FROM _(OQD. ALﬁﬂéﬁEﬁ%HEBS COULD
VETO THE MOWS OF CHILDREN AND S THE VOWS OF
WIVES; BUT IF A HUSBAND CAUSED HIS WIFE TO BREAK
VOW, THE SIN WAS HIS, NOT HERS. (NumBERS 37)
THE STORY IS TOLD OF A MAN IN ANCIENT TIMES WHO

WENT ON A_VOYAGE TO ANOTHER COUNTRY, NROUTE THEY
ENCOUNTERED STORMY SEAS, AND DURING THE STRESS OF

THE STORM IN FEAR OF DROWNING,.IHE MAN PRAYED TO
A115.GOD AND VOWED TQ SACRIFIC AL N 1F-HIS
S LIFE WERE SPARED, [ E STORM PA HE SEA

BECAME CALM AGAIN., WHEN HE LANDED AT THE PORTJ
AND AS HE THOUGHT ABOUT HIS PROMISE TO SAGRIFI
U OXEN, THE THOUGHT OCCURRED TO_HIM THA
ISATISFY HIS GOD JUST AS WELL As 10, S HE MADE HIS
WAY HOME AND CONTINUED TO THINK ABOUT THE_VOW,
RESOLVED TO REDUCE THE NUMBER FROM 5 TO £«
HAVING REACHED HOME WITHOUT _MISHAP, AND _
HIS BED THINKING OF HIS VOW, THE IDEA OF.%*%%%A
ULLOCK SEEMED FAR MORE APPROPRIATE AND R THC,

WAKING LATE MiTHE NIGHT,
M SpGAIN, FROM AN 0_A GO

o]\

HE CHANGED HIS MIND

_ol

il Ty 0): NEXT DAY, WHILE TALK-
ING TO HIS WIF NTENDED OFFERING OF ONE
{GOAT TO HIS GOD IN GRATITUDE FOR THE PRESERVATION
|0F HIS LIFE, SHE_OBJECTED AND SUGGESTED THAT HE

QFFER THE GOD™TN THE TEMPLE A GE BASKET OF NUTS,
AFTER ALL, SURELY THE GOD WOULD BE ED
WITH NUTS THAN WITH ANIMAL SACRIFICE. S0, HE

PREPARED A BASKET OF NUTS, \AND, WHILE ON HIS WAY
TO THE TEMPLE,HE BECAME HUMGRY, AND AS HE WALKED
IALONG, HE PROCEEDED TQ SHELL AND EAT THE NUTS. S0
@) [HHEN HE ARRIVED AL THE TEMPﬂ;;,; ;,,E HAD LEFT TO
© ) IRAY HIS VOW WAS THE J

STORY REMINDS US OF TH

MANY PEOPLE WHEN IT COMES
Gop, ﬁE_ARE_QULCK_IQ.ASK_ 0D FO
AND EVEN MAKE.EEE%%EEEE%EQiERTIMES OF CRISIS. How-
EVER, WHEN THE , WE OFTEN FORGET OUR

ORE
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STONT—WE LIVE IN AN AGE WHERE LEGI TO MAKE
ﬂlMQBQE_EAﬁx HAS BROUGHT TO OUR SOCIETY ASUAL

e

vows, (IT wAs NoOT UNTld:jEEEE:hOT INTO DEEP
]ROUBLE §§AT AS_ WILLING TO PAY HIS vow -

ONAH Z; E—MOST=RAM LIAR VOW MOST OF US TAKE
HAS TO DO W THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT

by

MARRIAGE IS ORETFE— HURCHES DIFFER IN THEIR
INTER VORCE, BUT GROUPS SEE

DIVORCE MORE LIKE THE LOSS OF A LIMB IN A SURGICAL
OPERATION THAN A BUSI S DEAL BROUGHT TO A CONCLU-

Hib, AS A MATTER OF FACT).£L£#HLD IN THE
FAMILY 13 A SIGN OR PROOF OF A LOVE CONMITMENT AND

RESPONSIBILITY OF ONE MARRIE R TO THE OTHER.
IN THE SCRIPTURES, THESE ARE VIEWED AS
QUE_ELESH, JUST AS ONE WOUL W A_VIOLIN AND BOW

' AS TWQO_HALVES OF :
EJMQRLE WOULD BE MUCH MORE DIFFICULT IF EACH

“PARTNER IN THE MARRIAGE AGREEMENT VIEWED MARRIAGE

FOR LIFE, AND THEIR VOWS AS AN AGREEMENT TO DO
WHAT THEY HAVE SAID THEY WILL DO. HOWEVER, WE
TEND TO QD

AKES TjIS STARTLING w-m-MENT IN HTS BOOK ENTITLED
EO ARE VERY UNFASHIONABLE
TODAY . v 4 v IHIS IS AN AGE™ W N MORAL COMMITMENTS
AND PLEDGES TO (GOD ARE SELDQM ASKED FOR, SO LOW

IS THE CONDITION OF MODERN UHRISTENDOM THAT VOWS

ARE BROKEN; THEY ARE BROKEN IN MARRIAGE NOW MORE

FREELY THAN EVER IN THE HISTORY OF OUR COUNTRY ,
THEY ARE BROKEN BETWEEN NATIONS WITH IMPUNITY,'

IV, JEP : A MAN VING F 2ok kS

HALL.mLJauuL;E_£q¢;g PHTHAH' S
FAITH ENABLED HIS TO CONQUER KINGDOMS, BE MIGHTY
IN BATTLE gn PUT TO FLIGH% FOREIGN ARMIES -
HEBREws 11:3 THERE WAS ONE ASPECT OF JEPH-
THAH'S LIFE WHICH LIFTED HIM OUT OF THE ORDINARY
INTO THE EXTRAQRDINARY, AND THAT HAD TO DO WITH
HIS BELIEF IN GoD. AS A MATTER OF FACT, THAT
SAME ELEMENT WILL DO THE SAME FOR EVERYONE WHO
TRUSTS GOD. SANDERS SAYS: “FALTH ENABLES THE
BELIEVING SOUlL_TO TREAT THE FUTURE AS_PRESENT AND

TH.F__LNM_LS.LE%E_MEE_N. IT TSAHOME IN THE REALM
OF “THE—TMPOSSIBLE AS WELL AS IN THE REALM OF THE

I WAS SURPRISED TO,ELND KHIS JUDGE Iﬂ GoD’'s GREAT
PPARENTLY, JE
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POSSIBLE, FOR IE RELIES ON A GOD WHO KNOWS NO
LIMITATIONS, AITH ENABLES THE BELIEVER TO

FASTEN HIS GAZE QN UNSEEN THINGS AND E
~  THE PROMISES OF GOD™AS TF HE~WERE SEE%5§$QEEt%£H
IS_TO THE Sﬂ“L—NHA$—E¥EG-JJ&L;H1_I§E.BQDY. GoD
HAS MADE CERTAIN IN THE BIBLE. THESE
PROMISES DEPEND'U%%% TH% CHARACTER AND RESQURCES
OF THE (GOD WHO MADE THE PROMISE skHESE PROMLSES
ARE JUST AS VALID AS A_BANK NOTE WHTCH DEPENDS UPON
HE _RESOURCES OF A_BANK UPON WHICH IT IS DRAWN,
0D"S CHARACTER IS INVOLVED IN THE PROMISES IN THE
BIBLE.'%%EIIHTENABLES ONE TO GRASP THESE PROMISES
AND ACT UPON THEM, (CoMPARE JoHN 6:37) AN
/ELDERLY CHRISTIAN LADY CONFIRMED HER_FALTH IN-GOD
BECAUSE OF THE PLAIN DECLARATION IN SCRTPTURE, AN
ATHEIST ASKED HER: "BUT WHAT IF_GOD DOES NOT KEEP
His PRoMISE?"” “IF HE DOES NOT KEEP ﬁ:s PROMISE,
F"WILCL LOSE MY SQUL, BUT GOD WILL LOSE HIS CHARACTEF
AND CREDIBILITY,” —EALTH IS NOT A LEAP INTO THE
HOPING GOD™TS THERE AND WILL CATCH YOU;
IT IS RESTING YOMR—EONFHBENGE UPON (GOD'S -PROMISES
S. NoAH BELIEVED GOD WHEN
\ IT WOULD HAVE BEEN EASIER TO BELIEVE MAN, (0D IS

|NOT ASKING US TO DO SOMETHING SILLY OR GOOFY, HE
» |IS ASKING US TO BELIEVE HIS WORD AND ACT UPON IT,

i/
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M ND B
™ RutH 1:1-22

MYy INTRODUCTION TB THﬁ EOOK OF RUTH wAS
IN SEMINARY WHEN R. IlcGEE WAS A_VISITING
LECTURER. SEVERAL BOOKS IN THE BIBLE BEAR
THE NAMES OE MEN BUT ONLY TWO THE NAMES OF
WOMEN STHER, THE GREAT DOCTRINE IS
THE PROVIDENCE OF Gop. IN RUTH, THE DOCTRINE
IS REDEMPTION SET FORTH IN A LOVE STORY
7;z’c_ EVEN THOUGH TH% WORD LOVE DOES NOT APPEAR
N THE BOOK! THE STORY REVEALS HOW A
“~GENTILE GIRL, CONDEMNED BY LAW, WAS BROUGHT
® INTO THE FAVOR OF A JEW NAMED BOAZ. IHIS
WAS ALL DONE THROUGH GRACE. IT IS A PICTURE
OF _GOD'S LOVE AND GRACE EXTENDED TO MANKIND.
HE—ROOK TAKES PLACE IN THE TIME OF THE ’
& QUDGES. THERE ARE_THREE.KEY WORDS TO HELP
NDERSTAND THE PURPOSE AND THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE BOOK.

- (1) DoCTRINALLY - REDEMPTION IS THE I?EME.
t?ﬁ; MICGEE TS CORRECT IN CALLING THE BOOK
» % % ROMANCE OF REDEMPTION”. REDEMPTION FOR
w4 ¢ RUTH DID NOT COME THROUGH HER WORKS NOR WAS

< IT ESS DEAL BUT RATHER IT WAS.
Qe X ﬁﬂfgg;%_?ﬁ_;ug_uﬁgal - A LOVE AFFAIR IF YOU
o o, N\ CPLE RS R JoVE 3704 Bt e wark ,éVa aesimins
Ny Appean ) p HHe Tair )

*\gi (2) HiﬁﬁﬁmﬁAILgNALLx RUTH IS A TYPE OF
1 A CHURCH, BoAZ A TYPE OF CHRIST.

IN L JBS LOVE STORE, ME SEE B PLCTURE EF
™ S SALYATION BROUGHT TO GENTILES IN SPITE
OF PISRAEL'S' FATLURE.
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(3) Y - THERE ARE MANY APPLI-
- CATIONS OF BIBLE TRUTHS SUITABLE FOR
™ CHRISTIAN LIVING.,

QUTLINES OF BOOKS AND CHAPTERS ARE DIFFICULT
TO REMEMBER, EVEN THOUGH NECESSARY. LET

ME SUGGEST L} WORDS AROUND WHICH WE WILL
CENTER OUR CONSIDERATION OF CHAPTER 1:

(I) DEPARTURE: AN IMMIGRANT JEWISH FAMILY
MOVED FROM BETHLEHEM TO MOAB - V. 1-5

'S HISTORY WHEN MEN
5)) THAT 1S,

M ME OF éﬁi» FOR ANY JEWISH
LY, GOD S B% NG WAS UPON THE LAND
OF PALESTINE. TO MOVE FROM THAT DIVINELY

DIRECTED AREA INTO OTHER COUNTRIES SURROUNDED
BY PAGAN PRACTICES WAS UNTHINKABLE EVEN IN
TIMES OF DIRE NECESSITY. IHE TERM FAMINE
SUGGESTS MORE THAN HARD TIMES BUT A DIRE
NEED, HUMANLY SPEAKING, ONE CAN UNDERSTAND
THE DESIRE TO ESCAPE THE_DISCOMEQRTS OF
LIFE BUT SOMETIMES (GOD IS TRYING_IQ TEACH
US AND_TEST US EVEN IN THE SEVERE
'CIRCUMSTANCES., IHIS IS SOMETHING _fx=t#
DID NOT TAKE INTO CONSIDERATIOB.
S A FERTILE LAND EA%B oF THE DEAD SEA.
T IS APPROXIMATELY MILES LO§G 30 MILES
WIDE ON A HIGH LEVEL TABLELAND 3000 FEET
~  ABOVE SEA LEVEL, 4509 FEET ABQVE THE DEAD
' SEA. IT WAS A COUNTRY WHERE CHEMOSH WAS
“WORSHIPPED AS DIETY - A GOD TO HUMAN
SACRIFICES WERE OFFERED. [|HE MEANING OF

) \p A\o-ﬂ\éyz &«Aja_(‘._n__s%: - e ST 7,_-,‘ /
o, g W — — _ S8 . [0 Moabs i s el

'fj\ \q :_ h ci,, \v:\J ":_:l ' ‘.' ‘ i ' bO! ? . 'bumH

Db, i - ‘ S

’Dg' eh f“ -’fff_} o \G.

| o Rarpn
\ (Fem Bty X?;
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IHﬁiggggégys SIGNI ICANT._,ELLEE;EQHIMEANS
D : MEANS PLEAS
. [MAHLONIMEANS SICKLY AND SO Doedﬁgﬁﬁﬁiaﬁj
THE MARRIAGE OF THESE TWO BOYS TO INOABITE
GIRLS WAS SPECIFICALLY FORBgDD N IN THE
LAW., (DeuTeronomy /:3, 23:3) WHEN WE LOOK
AT THESE VERSES IN A CONTEMPORARY SETTING
OR TERMS, IT SPELLED HARD TIMES FOR
ELIMELECH AND HIS FAMILY BUT I Y ALSO
SPEAK OF THEIR LACK OF FAITH g;%ﬁ
PERMLIIED THE FAMINE, THEN HE LD ALSO
PRQVIDF THE FOOD. BUT, TECHNICALLY SPEAKING,
[N THE HOUSE OF BREAD, THERE WASJNOLBREAD IN
THE HOUSE! ELIMELECH'S SE WAS
THREATENED AND HE MOVED TO ANOTHER LAND AND
‘TECHNICALLY SPEAKING, INTO A VERY Sﬁg§§§EUL
IoN. Durine THE 10 YEARS IN [T0AB
THERE WAS 554 THREE
FUNERALS. (EXPLAIN) A PSYCHIATRIST HAS/ ™\
(™  DEVELOPED A=~SIRESS CHART REGARDING .LLEE )
~CHANGES. C(ERTAIN LIFE SITUATIONS ARE Raxef_/j
FROM . FOR EXAMPLE, A MINOR
_VIOLATION OF THE LAW SUCH AS A PARKING
LTICKET_RATES Jl. THE
RATES 100. ACCORDING TO THE CHARTe LIFE-
CHANGING SITUATIONS IN EXCESS OF IN
A SINGLE YEAE MAY CAUSE_PSYCHIATRIC
~DFSORDERS OR EXAMPLE, TROUBLE WITH THE
» -BOSS EQUALS 23, ILLNESS EQUALS-S3, A
TERM EQUAL , FINANCIAL WOES EQUALS
TROUBLE _WITH IN-LAWS EQUALS .29, VACATION
EQUALS <13, CHRISTMAS EQUALS -lZ. ACCORDING
TO THE CHART A MOVE_ EQUALS «2J, A MARRIAGE
OF TWO sows EQUALS , DEATH OF A SPOUSE
ESPA% 100, DEATH OF A FAMILY MEMBER EQUALS
F YOU ADD ALL THESE FACTORS TOGETHER
“wONE DISCOVERES THAT THE STRESS FACTORSMIN A
SINGLE YEAR FOR THIS FAMILY WAS TWICE THE
ACCEPTED LEVEL OR MORE! DowN IN MoaB,

@ H

TWO.
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THIS FAMILY HAD NO CHURCH OR RELIGIOUS TIES
BUT WERE EXPOSED TO HEATHEN GODS AND STRANGE
' THINGS DONE IN THE NAME OF RELIGION.
T TO

L, wbMMES MEAN ANYTHINGM IT IS DIFFICUL
» %, TUNDERSTAND, HOW TWo.oABIJE WOULD
e C ,w.,x. EN SIMP

5~ SUMMARY,L.IN A
. s
v ICBET FOR US T HE IMPACT
OF THESE DEATHS. |HE WIDOWS HAD NO VISIBLE

MEANS OF SUPPORT AND THERE® WERE NO OPPOR-
TUNITIES FOR EMPLOYMENT OR SOCIAL PROGRAMS
TO PROVIDE FOR THE NEEDY, . _HARD

WOl 'N. B UMANLY SPEAKING, THEY WERE G
JROUBLE _WITH SUCH THINGS A§1Mﬂﬂﬂf7ﬁ!¥ﬁll

NEX@AS CO ROM, [T WAS A QUESTION
7
-~ A i

. WIDO E Defesell
QISION -V, 5 15

A FAMILY SHATTERED BY DEATH AND DECISIONS
REQUIRED.

A NaoMr= e ol o Bkl motle-ine L
dleg/ lhlencss

SHE WAS LEFT WITHOUT A HUSBAND OR SONS
WITH TWO DEPENDENTS, NO JOB, _NO PROSPECTS,
A WIDOW IN A FOREIGN LAND, FAR FROM HOME
AND FRIENDS AND IN DEEP NEED, THIS WIDOW
BEGAN TO THINK OF HOME AS SHE HEARD OF
NEWS CONCERNING THE FAMINE BEING OVER.

o  SIMPLY SPATED, THERE WAS-NOTHING.IN.[MOAB

' ..FOR HER. (SOMEONE SUGGESTED THAT IN
CONTEMPORARY TERMS WHILE IN MoAB, NAOMI

N
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Jrae Donds

STOPPED IN AT A LOCAL TRUCK STOP, HEARD
CounNTRY RoADS” ON THE JUKE BOX AND GOT

~HOMESICK!) A PRODIGAL FAMILY. THINKING

OF HOME, OWEVER, NAOMI BELIEVED THAT
THE POSSIBILITIES FOR HAPPINESS AND
PROSPERITY FOR HER DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW WAS
BETTER IN MOAB THAN IN I[SRAEL. N AN

GA:#+2 UNSELFISH GESTURE, SHE MADE NO ATTEMPT TO
é;%zf;!HOLD ON TO THESE TWO GIRLS. NAOMI APPEARED

/TO BE AN UNSELFISH PERSOE WHOSE DESIRE WAS
TO DO, WHAT WAS K BEST FOR.RUTH _AND. . RPAH.

IN A "ME FIRST" GENERATION, THIS KIND OF

ELFLESSNESS IS RARE ESPECIALLY WHEN IT
’“aﬁwfg ’

& ONCERNS SURVIVAL! (/y)o,n 19 _L_s;ug/__
b LT el )
Z ——B. OrpAH-

)

&

) N

X
=
L9

)

A compArRISON oF VERSE 10 AND VERSE lq WOULD
SUGGEST THAT ORPAH BEGAN THE JOURNEY BACK
TO JERUSALEM BUT WAS EASILY PERSUADED TO
URN BAC (L1ke PLIABLERIN PILGRIM'S
ROGRESS { TURNED BAGK- AND - -WAS=NEV
HEARD-OF“AGAIN! SHE REPRESENLS A CLASS OF
PEOPLE WHOSE FAITH AND DEVOTION TO GOD AND
OTHERS WILL NOT STAND THE TEST OF HARDaklldFS
AND PQVERIY. IHEY MOVED ON THE BASIS OF
WHAT THEY CAN SEE. AND HAVE. SHE CHANGED
HER MIND AND HER LOYALTY SHIFTED FROM NAQMI
TO HER HOME COUNTRY OF MoAB. ( $4¢ sen it
}?,..(_/( £ A gﬁ“:{u “Zl-g o4
CI BI JTH %a'.{_g 4 ANeer \
V™ Mg M ,fé{_
RUTH WOULD NOT TURN BACK, SHE RE?RESENTSJN 5
PEOPLE OF FAITH WHO WILL NOT TURN BACK 1<
EVEN THOUGH ADVERSITY IS EVERYWHERE. SHE
WAS WITH HAOMI NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENED,

%ﬂMMM-—- Noe Al .:([J{ S f\\w-‘luvvﬁ
,’gﬁmvjrv\ ) C/LMW‘. ST }ﬂ.‘+u&\\4

Woc.o‘é/'ﬂ') zr_g
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[11. DEVOTION: RUTH A PE SO OF DEEP
LOYATTY AJD DEVOTION - V. 16-18

' \ND - lfBE s - SHE HAD NO
CONTINGENCY PLAN. [T WAS SIMPLY A
RESOLUTION:

30-- RUTH HAD Fo WAY
VHERE NAOMI MIGHT eo. T MIGHT
BE TO BETHLEHEM AND BEXQND AND NAOMI MADE
NO PROMISES OR GUARANTEES CONCERNING THE
FUTURE S A MATTER OF FACT, IT LOOKED
LIKE P?VERTYyiLLE FOR_BOTH OF THEM FOR
LIFE. IT LOOKED AS IF RUTH WAS CHOOSING

A LIFE OF N ORDER /
TO BE NEAR AOMI. MeT @ Dhss ‘fra:

2. WHERE YOU LopGE - I"LODGE - RuTH DID

NOT ASK WHAK THE CONDITIONS OR.ACCOMMODATIONS
MIGHT BE. As A MATTER OF FACT, IT MIGHT
INVOLVE NOmHOUSE AT D WOULD BE
SCARCE, BU “G00D ENOUGH FOR NAOMI

WAS 'GOOD ENOUGH FOR RUTH. SHE wouLD TAKE
WHATEVER NAOMI HAD.

Sl SEECE >)EOPLE - [HE CUSTOMS OF
JEWS AND THE }DENTITY OF THEIR HOMELAND
WouLD BE RuTH's. Lo0SS OF ALL-NATIONAL .<

IDENTITY, SHE WAS NO LONGER A i OABITESS.\\;%;h
4, THY Gop = My Gop - THE FA+TH oF Naom1 &

WOULD BE THE FAITH OF RUTH. THERE WOULD
BE NO Inokii FALSE GODS BUT THE ONE
TRUE-L0D ui#w*ﬂ_ e ﬂA«ﬂhA4L

oo b Ko ¥
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5, YOUu - - Naomi's
CEMETERY WOULD BE RUTH's. SIDE BY SIDE,
™  PLOT BY PLOT.

6 NHERE YO AR a !
HUSBANDS AND WIVES ARE OFTEN SENSITIVE AND

| CAREFUL ABOUT THIS VERY THING,
%ﬁ;ﬁ;;:)7 ONLY DEATH WILL PART US - SUCH WAS THE
DEVOTION OF A REMARKABLE_WOMAN »

DEVOTION WAS REVEA

To BE EHEﬂ. - A
ESUS SAID, !
LEAD IF WE WILL Fou_o'5 ""ZIN IN LIGHT

OF A PUBLIC INVITATION) RUTH SAW MORE THAN
THINGS - COMFORTS - FAMILY - SHE PUT HER

HAND._IN. THE. HAND..OF..GOD. AND.BY. FALTH SHE
SAW--BEYOND. THE.IMMEDIATE CIRCUMSTANCES.

® . SPAIR: NAOMI SAW HER PRESENT
| SITUATION AS BAD BUT SHE WAS WRONG -

VL, 19:22
+ Devel! 1
THE WORDS EMPTY, BﬁIIER AND AFFLICTED ARE
WORDS TO DESCRIBE WAOMI'S FEELINGS, A
SERIES OF ATIES HAD CAUSED HER FAITH
,QQLLAR&E 0 HER, THINGS HAD GONE FROM
BAD TO WORSE. WHEN HER NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS
SAW NAOMI THEY WERE SURPRISED AT NOT
EXPECTING TO SEE HER OR THE TEN YEARS IN
MOAB MAY HAVE TAKEN TOLL AND NAOMI WAS
PREMAmURELY MWEARY AND WORN. JUST AS THE,
PRODIGAL RETURNED HOME TO HIS FATHER'S
OUSE, SO AOMI RETURNED A PRODIGAL DAUGHTER.
~  IHE PATH T0 MoAB AND BACK HAD BEEN-ON
FROM FULLNESS TO EMPTINESS! 1
JACOB EXPRESSED A SIMILAR SENTI
JACOB’S LIFE, THERE HAD BEEN MANY DARK HOURS
BUT THIS WAS THE DARKEST! [T WAS THE STRAW

& D P

t
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THAT BROKE HIS BACK. JACOB BELIEVED THAT
. EVERYTHING WAS AGAINST HIM = JOSEPH WAS
DEAD, IMEOE A PRISONER IN EGYPT AND NOW
A PLEA FOR BENJAMIN, COUPLED WITH THIS
FAMILY PROBLEM WAS A SEVERE FAMINE, IN
JACOB'S EYES, EVERYTHING WAS AGAINST HIM!
WE, LIKE JACOB AND NAOMI, HAVE SIMILAR
CIRCUMSTANCES IN LIFEk__Avmi (T
OVERCOME. B Wi )
Ft IA \ETER_ANOTHER
HAMJTHE SOUL_CAN
HE

ACCUMULA ’
"TOO MUCH. @&SOB HAD SUCH A DAY WHEN HE
'LOST EVERYFHING IN A MATTER OF HOURS,

RELATE®kaiSse® REGARDING LOSS OF HUSBAND,

ROTHER, SJ—S—T-ER IN A ONE YEAR_PERIOD D!
- \ THAT BOTH
i-,,' W AW E :'.'-_;1 "':;-‘..?‘ OD S PATH Ab

FOR us MAY “APPEAR TTTER .AND EMPTY
BUT WALT ‘TIL THE~EJ£IURE CLEARS., NE
DES ' OF LIFE, GOD IS WORKING IN WA : '
WE CANNOT SEE BRI ?e GOOD oga 8F WHA T MAY
APPEAR TO BE EVIL. (GENESIS 0)

PROBLEM IS OUR RESTRICTED. VISION AND

FAITH, How You AND | REACT AND DEAL WITH

THE DARK DAYS AND HARD CIRCUMSTANCES IS

NE OF THE GREAT TESTS OF CHARACTER.

S A MATTER OF FACT, FOR BOTH JACOB AND
NAOMI EVERYTHING WAS REALLY WORKIN
HEM AND THEIR GOOD, NOT AGAINST THEM!

CIRCUMSTANCES OF LIFE WOULD SOON.TUR




FEEL THAT

IN STORE_FOR

CORNER. UOD HAS
11S PEOPLE Iﬁ THET WILL SIMPLY BE PATIENT
AND WAIT ON F YOU ARE A BELIEVER, YOU

AND [ ARE IN éenms SCHooL OF CHRISTILAN.

WE MUST LEARN THE LESSONS OF

tKINDERGARTEN; FIRST GRADE AND UP THROUGH THE

GRADES BEFORE POST-GRADUATE STUDIES! Gop
NEVER PUTS US IN ANOTHER CATEGORY UNTIL
WE HAVE LEARNED THE LESSONS DESIGNED FOR
US. SIMPLY STATED, HE NEVER PUTS A

KINDERGARTEN PERSON IN GRAD SCHOOL'
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. A
Tel. (942

B IN BE

OAB, THEY HAD NO VIS: EANS OF
. THE BASIC QUESTION WAS HOW

D THEY SURVIVE? [WO WIDOWS WITH NO
FINANCIAL RESERVES LIVING IN A TIME AND
COUNTRY WHERE THERE WERE NO SOCIAL
INSTITUTIONS TO HELP THE POOR. _[HE TEXT

REVEALS THEIR;HJWLQE_AQ;gng., Cols work

CUSTOM OF ALLOWING “FHE=PQ -y
~V/.= &KEABERS IN THE FIELD AND.REIRLEME FAEE%H
wsr=  PORTIONS RAH

85 THE CORNERS OF

AA»S THE FIELD WER T UNREAPED, GENEROUS

(1) Cleancns LANDOWNERS OFTEN REMOVED ALL SUPERVISION
FROM THE HARVEST FIELDS TO PERMIT THE POOR
ACCESS TO HIS FIELDS AND VINEYARDS,
NERE HELPED WHLLE

(2 )Goe L

HEUTERONOMY 35 19 22)

™ CRUTH, ..ﬂg-ﬂuw "REVEALED SOMETHING
ABOUT HER CHARACTER. OSHE WAS NOMAFRAID
. SHE WAS NOT .IQO LAZY OR_TOO
PROUD._TO ENGAGE IN THE LOWLIEST KIND OF
M  WORK, NAMELY GLEANING IN THE FIELD.

Szizggk;,

\\ (@m.l./d ) /
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| C“* - BUMRER-ST.L ON MIGHT
/™  HAVE READ. L L WORrk!)
To BE SURE, THERE ARE TWO SIDES TO THE IDEA
OF WORK, THAT IS, IT MAY BE IN
NATURE BUT IT IS ALSO A m—

s’ FOLLOWED THE REAPERS WHO CUT THE GRAIN BY
il TYING IT INTO SHEAVES, THE GLEANERS FOLLOWED

“‘::EEE WOMEN AND THIS PROCESS LED TO THE=FIELDS
Vs . THE TEXT OF VERSE 3 SAY
(éugLﬁQFROM WHICH WE GET THE ENGLISH WORD ENED.

ONE MIGHT MISUNDERSTAND THE TEXT IN SUPPOSING
ACCL RUTH MADE

THAT QUITE BY ACCIDEN
™ FR WAY To THE FIELD OF © AOT_S0,
_ﬂ%%ﬁégﬁggggs WERE GUIDING RUTH'S STEPS
A PURPOSE FOR HER LIFE., SHE
STARTED TO WORK AND ,

IN
= A LESSON TO THE
=) THERE WAS _NO

CHANCE BUT c E - His CHOICE FOR
E HAS TO BE IMPRESSED WITH THE
v. 4. RELATIONSHIP MENTIONED IN VERSE ﬁ%ggfﬁﬁ LORD

(Lorki WAS AT THE CENTER OF TH% RELATIONSHIP OF
EMELDYER_IQ*EMELalEE. HERE WAS AN OBVIOUS
RLNG RELATIONSHIP_BETWEEN

HEIR RELATIONSHIP CARRIED OVER INTO EVERY DAY
e zﬂ— < e %(r_AuLA-'
‘ (OOKY_LS?X -&wv CmUUSdEJm)

4
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LUEE) BOTH WERE NOT ASHAMED TO._SPEAK.THE
-~ RD-S_NAME IN-THE WORKPLACE. ALSO, THIS
' WAS A TIME OF GREAT SPIRITUAL DECLINE BUT
THEY DID NOT FQRGET OR NEGLECTTi

BOTH SIDES BECAUSE (GOD WAS IN THE 'IDDLE.
HERE WAS A WEALTHY MAN WHO WAS~UNASHAMED..-OF
ﬁQD IN HIS LIFE, AS’PLY SUCH GREETING TO

HE WORKPLACE ODAY

J' OAZ INQUIRED ABOUT
- UTH IN VERSE HE WAS THE TOWN'S e
ek o o LTHIEST AND.MOST ELIGIBLE BACHELOR§M4°*A“ )
441& CANNOT BELIEVE HIS INQUIRY WAS AS CASUAL

-y s i’

! : "V""J‘.L.;!....ﬁ_-;"' 1o S

WRs TS .CHANGE THIS INTERESTING PHRASE., IHE WORK
{ CLOTHES AND DIFFICULT WORKING CONDITIONS

ﬁOULD NOT CONCEAL THE OBVIOUS BEAUTY OF

™ RUTH. Muﬁu SAW HER SOMETHLNG HAPP |
THE1&§RNING AND INVITED HE%EEEZ)
(

dm:siﬂFq5Mﬂ UEFINE LOVE ACCORDING TO s
TOMERmmAM ;REE IN POEM REGARDING LIZARD
D DR, 4c GEE SAID IT WAS LOVE

‘iARD

(32» N1 T ,_;:ZT“fffl ~RUTH WAS NOT
BOY CRAZY, RUNNING AFLER FHE-RE ABERS TRYING

TO CATCH R ATTENTION, AZ WAS "A MATURE,
BLE MAN AND RECOGNIZED RUTH'S CHARACTER
AND THAT IMPRESSED HIM'
f,ag,l( r\/él Tl gpﬂL)

11,

OF BOAZ - V. 8- ﬁ/? + BoaZ DikaclivG

}Q/A g sTHE HarvesT .
~  WHEN RuTH LE MoAB FOR rSAAELx)SHE EXPECTED

O BE TREATED AS A EQBEl.GNE% AND-ﬁRANgE.B
HE ALLUDED TO THE FACT IN VERSE HE

FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND WHY BoAz
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_%E-IéEATED WITH SUCH RESPECT AND_ KINDN Ess.
ZQUESTIOWPWAS SIMPLY THIS: _"RUTH, GO_HOME

W b
Tl e, b

/‘4!'(/!0)’(/

WOULD BE SO KIND TOHER. HE INVITED HER TO

WORK IN HIS FIELD WITH HIS WORKERS AND NOT
TO FEAR FOR THE_YQUNG MEN WOULD NOT HARM HER.
HE PROVIDED WAIER. AND EQOD.AND ALSO INSTRUCTED
THE WORKERS TO LEAVE BEHIND EXTRA GRAIN IN
ORDER HAT RUTH'S WORK WOULD BE MORE FRUITFUL -
VERSE RUTH WASSURPRISED THAT SHE SHOULD

EE SUGGESTS THAT THE, ANSWER TO UTH'S
---a--m JNTTHE MIRROR.” THIS IS A TERRIFIC
QUESTJON; "WHY HAVE WE FOUND GRACE IN HIS
EYES?” THERE 1S NOTHING IN A . .QF US TO
CALL FORTH THE LOVE OF (0D, E%g%ﬁ HAS BEEN
EXTENDED FREELY TQ THE B LIE SINNER
THROUGH CHRIST. (RoMANS ) RuTtH's

? IS BECOMING TO HER CHARACTER.
NE SOMETIMES GETS THE IMPRESSION THAT

JSOME FOLK REALLY BELIEVE_(GOD GOT A PRIZE

WHEN THEY CAME TO HIM. THERE 1S NOTHING
ATTRACTIVE ABOUT US. ALL WE HAYE TO BRING

T0 GoD 1S OQUR SINS - THA%:S AtL: QULD IT

BE THAT RUTH'S FAITH IN GOD WAS THE GREATEST
ATTRACTION OF ALL{ MosT OF US ARE ATTRACTED
BY BEAUTY BUT GODLINESS AND CHARACTER ARE
FIRST AND FOREMOST IN A MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIP.

[TI. RUTH RETURNI; . DS -
V. 17-25 i Ko jolc

WHEN RUTH RETURNES

OME W1 TH OWER—A-BUSHEI
~QF-BARLEY, NAOMI KNEW SOMETHING UNUSUAL WAS

IN THE WIND. A SOLITARY WOMAN JUST SIMPLY
DID NOT GLEAN THAT MUCH GRAIN IN A DAY, OR
JIWO0 OR _THREE! iAOMI KNEW THAT RUTH HAD

RECEIVED . SREGIALSTR Au‘WHERE THAT
DAY. IHE NAME ARE_KEYS
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EAD _H RAND 0..E OM A

GAL.. ~OR-GOEL.IN THE MEBREW,
HAT 1S, HE WOULD_BOUND TO DISCHARGE ALL
OF THE DUTIES OF _PROTECTION, -MARRIAGE,

- AVENGER-.Q BL.OOD ET
MAN. . ALSO INVOLVED IN THIS PROCESS WAS
BLUEENG—BACK THE INHERITANCE-OF THE -DECEASED
*NBﬁHﬂEE&LHE—HiSmeaﬁH_IF SUCH WERE POSSIBLE.

; A p E

AOM FlA |.' AlnY

7 3 DEAD.HUSBAND! WE USE THE
ER «'III[-'ME; A RATHER LOOSE SENSE IN
REFERRTN A CLOSE OR DISTANT RELAT]

fIN ISRAEL, THERE WAS o R LON. TO
"HELPTHE "EMF$FORTUI THEN A PERSON LOST

HIS ESTATE; "A NEAR_KINSMAN HAD THE RIGHT
AND EVEN THE OBLIGATION TO HELP GET HIS
\PROPERTY BACK, HE COULD PAY THE HOLDER A
AIR PRICE FOR THE ESTATE BASED ON THE LAND'S
FNCOME ON THE REMAINING YEARS BEFORE THE
UB{LEE YEAR., LET ME EXPLAIN: ORIGINALLY
//IN ISRAEL, EVERY FAMILY EXCEPT THE LEVITES
/'WAs GIVEN AN ALLOTMENT OF LAND, (NUMBERS
| 26:52-56) THE TITLE TO THE LAND REMAINED
\IN_IHAI_EAMLLX.EEBMANENILX MOVING FROM ONE
DESCENDENT TO ANOTHER. A PERSON COULD FARM,

RENF OR SELL THE LAND BUT_IT COULD NOT BE

TAKEN AWAY PERMANENTLY. . JHE LEGAL SAEE-

GUARD._TO_THE OWNERSHIPOF PROPERTY-WAS_BOUND
HAT- WAS—CALLED THE JUBTEEE-YEAR,

EVITICUS 25) THE SABBATICAL YEAR OR EVERY

, SEVENTH YEAR WAS A TIME WHEN ALL DEBTS WERE

Hﬁtﬁsﬁn FOR A YEAR. (DeuTeronomy 15:1-3)
OWEVER, -AFTER / SABBATH YEARS, OR 09 YEARS,

 THE GREAT HORE FOR THE POOR WAS THE YEAR OF.
ﬁisLayEs WENT FREE &

JUBILLE, WHE
‘:;QN_REAL_EBQEERII_QANQELLED AN
| : \: P e -'.G,

NM,OPLE A EWESERRT AT LEAST -
ETIMEM 17 ALSO REDUCED THE TENDENCY

/
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FOR REAL ES E TO WEALTH TO REMAIN IN THE
HANDS OF A . _RUTH WAS RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE
OF SUCH AN ECONOMIC SITUATION, _-HER.HUSBAND

HADLOST_HIS ESTATE BUT BOAZ WAS—A—KINSMAN

WHO HAD THE EEGAL-RIGHT -AND TH.E_F_LNANLLﬁL
-ABHLITY TO BUY IT BACK - THAT WAS WHAT NAOMI

WAS ALL EXCITED ABOUT! KEEP IN MIND THAT THE

BOOK OF RUTH LS A-BOOK OF REDEMPTIQN. il
TELLS IN THE FORM OF A LOVE STORY GOD"S
. __VERSES
SUCH AS RomANns 3:24, | PeTer 1:18, REVELATION
: VERiES IN EPHESIANS, THAT IS
14, AND 4:50 ALL SPEAK OF
T N. [ KNOW OF NO

ILLUSTRATION MORE TO THE POINT ON T;—}ES
L

JSUBJECT THAN THE FOLLOWING STORY:

BOX..MADE A SAIL BOAT WITH.HIS OWN HANDS,
[T WASN'T MUCH IN THE WAY. OF CRAEISMAﬂSHIP
BUT. HE- MADE-.LT -AND WAS PROUD.QF IT. HE TOOK
IT DOWN TO THE LAKE, TIED A STRING TO IT,

AND SET IF-AELOAT, AS THE BREEZE BLEW
STRONGER HE TUGGED AT THE FRAIL STRING, THE
STRING-BROKE AND THE BOY SAT HELPLESSLY ALON®
THE SHORE WATCHING HIS PRIZED BOAT DRIFT

AWAY FROM HIS GRASP, ULTIMATELY OUT OF HIS
SIGHT., A FEW DAYS LATER WALKING BY A SHOP

HE SAW,TO_HIS AMAZEMENT, HIS BOAT IN THE
WINDOW, ENTERING THE SHOP HE L

OR TITLE TO THE BOAT ONLY TO DISCOVER IT
LOULD BE HIS BY PURCHASE ONLY. GOING HOME
COLLECTING ALL OF HIS MONEY HE RETURNED TO
THE SHOP AND PURCHASED THE BOAT WITH -EMERY-
THING HE HAD. AS HE LEFT THE SHOP HE WAS
HEARD TO SAY. "LITTLE BOAT,

r\
@

~

YOUARE_ILLNE ,
TWICE MINE,;SONCE BECAHSETL_MﬁnE_xau, TWICE
BECAUSE_I BOUGHT You.” THE DIBLE TEACHES
THAT (GOD HAS 2ATHOZEQLDCLAR ON US. ONE
CLAIM AS CREATOR - BECAUSE_HE MADE US;

ANOTHER CLAIM AS EMER BECAUSE HE DIED

RE EEN
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“TAn6 e L el—
FOR US ANDNREDEEMED US, BOUGHT US WITH HIs
OWN BLOOD., YQU SEE, MAN IS A_SLAVE TO SIN.
HE 1S IN TO HIS SIN TO THE POINT HE

WLS.]—NS THAT BIND HIM TO
DELIVER HIMSELF., HE_LONGER HE LIVES THE

MOR AN D H NEB O N I ABOUT_HIM,
HE NEEDS=SOMEONE=L I KF IRQAZ - 7 YPE OF
HRIST - TO GE M—-QUIT_ QF H PR AL
&ﬂMERILJH%}IULE%MA. THAT SOMEONE FOR YOU
AND ME 1S JESUS CHRIST. :
oA :% "‘ﬁ
£ — . Xy
& v_c,Fi’}A-—- S;.'vlw A
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F Y .
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I SHING FLOOR OF Boa7
Vi Y

RUuTH 3

CHAPTER 1 CONCLUDED WITH

: WITH NAOMI TO BETHLEHEM,

HAPTER EALT WITH IN THE

FIELDS OF BoAz., CHAPTER 5 _PRESENTS .RUIH
HER FEELINGS TOo BoAz, [T WAS

HARVEST TIME AND NAOMI KNEW IT WAS ALSO

TIME_FOR SOMETHING TO BE DONE IN ORDER

FOR BoAZ TO KNOW RUTH’'S WILLINGNESS TO

BECOME HIS WIFE, INTERWOVEN WITH THE (/-

DRAMA OF THIS LOVE STORY ARE SEVERAL o

—HAUSUAL_LAWS, THAT LS)UNUSUAL TO THE I
{ESTERN WORLD. ACCORDING TQ TRADITION, A\j&
BoAz COULD NOT. PRORPOSE -T0. RUTHs SHE
A MUST TAKE THE I BECAUSE -SHE.WAS
whAWIDOW, [T WAS. HER RESPONSIBILITY TO

APPROACH A KINSMAN AND CLAIM HER LEGAL
RIGHT_AS A_WIDOW ACCORDING TO >
:>-10., _THERE WERE Tge WAYS..TQ LAY SUCH - %
Lasz CLAIM: (1) (2) . RUTH :
———— CHOSE NOT TO EMBARRASS Bonzf ANY WAY

BUT TO GIVE HIM OPPORTUNITY TO REVEAL HIS
INTENTIONS WITHOUT PUBLIC DISGRACE.

REVIEW RUTH.

A ' N N f%fVaA//Vﬁﬁﬁ"“"
L MAONI'S PLAN - V. 15 4 ne/acsi oy
PERHAPS RUTH WAS NOT FULLY AW OF HER

RESPONSIBILITY TO LET BOAZ KNOW HER
INTENTIONS, MAYBE SHE WAS NATURALLY TIMID
OR SHY. WHATEVER THE SITUATION, NAOMI

-~ TOOK THE INITIATIVE AND SUGGESTED RUTH
TAKE STEPS TOWARD LETTING BOAZ KNOW HER
INTENTIONS ILLINGNESS TO BE MARRIED,
THE WORD !ﬁ%ﬁay ERSE 1 IS TRANSLATED

N .E. | “Qﬁ,ﬁEnuRlIY ?ﬁRGIN 0‘? HQHE

IS¢ SEITLED

ﬁ%_ roadls - A -,erm}(& - cﬂ ) =, A worad
o (Ko F—»M&Z&,M A, 5= y
L weu gt o e y
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COMMENTARIES BELIEVE ALL OF FHESE™™ s,

P TRANSLATIONS ARE SPEAKING OF ‘MARRLAGE."
NAOMI WAS ACTING AS ABMAlgﬂﬂﬁigﬁg %ﬁ%&b-
3.4 RUTH., SHE KNEW THAT BOAZ WAS IN THE CORRECT
—=— _RELATIONSHIP TO REDEEM RUTH. HE HAD THE
LEGAL RIGHT BUT THE QUESTIQN WAS DID HE
DESIRE OR WANT TO DO SO, RUTH MUST TAKE
THE FIRST S*EP AND NAOMI ENCOURAGED HER
TO DO SO, [IHE THR&SHING FLOOR WAS THE
“Aree). PLACE WHERE ALL EAMILIES WORKING IN THE
\jgw~ ‘“HARVEST OR REAPING MET TO FINISH THE HARVEST
~Xow; ' SEASON, SOMETIMES THESE WERE IN OPEN FIELDS
BUT OFTEN ON THE.TQR QE HILLS TO TAKE
ADVANTAGE OF THE WIND IN WINNOWING THE GRAIN,
OFTEN, THE BEST WINDS NERE_AI_NLQE$ AND
THUS MEN WORKED LAIE INTO THE NIGH
CONCLUDING THE WORK_DAY WITH A FESTIVE
MEAL AND SINGING., -GAMILIES WOULD SLEEP
N AROUND THE GRAIN TO PROTECT IT FROM
INTRUDERS AND THEY USUALLY SLEPT Eiaky
_g#glﬂgn,wITH SOME KIND OF MANTLE THROWN
OVER THEM TO, KEEP OFF THE CHILL OF THE
NIGHT AIR., NAOMI SUGGESTED THAT RUTH
ACT PROMPTLY - _TOMNJGHT. [IHE PREPARATION

GOl E THRASHING FL 0
(::) ) ~AND_PUT ON_HER .
3: 3 “‘““t:@ WASH TUB WA ER

== IN SUN - SOAP, - EARLY
POVERTY COLLECTION §Y MR, MoaB - K-MART
BLUE LIGHT SPECIAL.) SIMPLY STATED, RUTH

%@« "PREPARED HERSELF BY PUTTING OFF HER

?’&Jf, Y;IOURNING OR g%ﬂEESSTSNQ PUT ON CLOTHING
v

Swand AND TO PULL THE MANTLE OVER H
== SYMBOLIC YET MODEST WAY OF TELLING BOAZ
SHE WAS WILLING TO ACCEPT HIM AS HER GOEL
AND TO INITIATE THE LEGAL PROCEDURE OF
A LEVIRATE MARRIAGE. ONCE AGAIN, RuTH
' WAS TO DO ALL OF THIS IN A QUIET, PRI
WAY IN ORDER THAT DOAZ COULD REJ
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OFFER IF HE CHOSE TO DO SO. APPARENTLY,
PN RUTH HAD NO INTENTION OF TAKING HIM INTO
' THE PUBLIC COURTS. ONE IS IMPRESSED WITH
THE OBEDIENCE OF RUTH. THERE IS NO HINT
OF RESENTMENT ON HER PART OR ANY IDEA
HAT NAOMI WAS MEDDLING IN RUTH'S AFFAIRS.
UCH ACTION WOULD LET BoAz kKNOw RUTH'S )/

FEELINGS. /PQQ'POSAiv@(AASO N 2e
1., BOAZ' BREBEEM - V. 6-13 (ERyhpdds

. LATE AT NIGHT RuTH MADE HER WAY TO THE
<.) ., THRASHING FLOOR WHERE BOAZ AND HIS WORKING
& ving o CREW WERE ASLEEP, MEN, WOMEN, CHILDREN
+ 40,  ALL SLEEP AROUND THE THRASHING FLOOR.
szzg RUTH LAID DOWN AT BoAzZ' FEET AND PUT HER

8m;,p\i;“lz:rﬁ TO HIS FEET. [|HIS WAS ALL A SYMBOLIC

TION TO LET BOAZ KNOW_THAT SHE WAS

WILLING TO_BECQME Mrs. BoaAz. ALSO, PLEASE
NOTE THAT BoAz' REACTION TO HER PRESENCE
INDICATING THAT NOTHING WAS UNUSUAL OR
OUT OF ORDER CONCERNING HER CONDUCT. As
A MATTER OF FACT, HE PRAISES HER AS A
WOMAN OF HIGH MORALITﬁ AND VIRTUE. RuUTH
WAS QUIETLY CLAIMING BOAZ AS HER KINSMAN

REDEEMER AND ALL OF THIS ACTIVITY WAS
INVOLVED IN THE PROCESS.
U D

)
RUTH HAD SHOWED NO INTEREST IN THE YOUNG
MEN AND BOAZ HAD_SHOWED INTEREST IN NONE
OTHER BUT HER. BOAZ REACTION WAS -

YES, | WILL MARRY T THERE IS QNE
. PROB M -¢VERSE | ACCORDING TO
LD [ESTAMEN LA ; BOA AD A LEGAL

RESPONSIBILITY TO MARRY RUTH IF SHE
SO DESIRED BUT THERE WAS ONE FACT NAOMI
Py APPARENTLY DID NOT KNOW, THAT IS, THERE
WAS A NEARER KINSMAN AND BOAZ APPEARS

—Mﬂiﬁ‘ﬁk j Ve

\‘ (gaﬂ &Zi/fﬁi DJOA f /E’ff e,{ ﬂ'v/()

L 5a.
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TO HAVE BEEN THE ONLY PERSON WHO KNEW

PN ABOUT IT, [T WAS A LEGAL OBSTACLE WITH
WHICH HE ALONE COULD DEAL. UNDOUBTEDLY,
HE HAD BEEN HOLDING HIS BREATH HOPING

. THAT THE NEAREST KINSMAN DID NOT GET A
GOOD LOOK AT RUTH! .Emuugw MORE._ABOUT
.JlﬁiJﬁUNﬁMANL§ThEQAL_§IAIU§,IHAMHIHE
. ME HAD BEEN INTERESTED
ENOUGH ALREADY TO MAKE DETAILED INQUIRY!
[T WAS A VERY DECISiVE MOMENT IN THE LIVES
oF BoAz AND RUTH. :  WouLD THE
NEARER, KINSMAN DESIRE 10 ACT IN RutH's
BEHALF? IF HE DID, B0oAZ WOULD BE OUT
IN THE COLD.

11, ' 11 - V. 14-18

BoAZ WANTED SECRECY IN ORDER TO PROTECT
an RUTH BECAUSE HE DID NOT WANT THE NEWS TO
LEAK OUT BEFORE HE COULD ACT IN HER BEHALF,
ALSO, HE MADE PROVISION OF GRAIN, NOT
SENDIEG HER HOME EMPTY. ONE IS IMPRESSED
WITH BoAz CONCE?v FOR RUTH'S CHARAGEER

AND—BROMLSLION OUNG_WOMEN TODAY WOULD
DO WELL TO LOOK AT THEIR FUTURE HUSBANDS-TO-

BE AND ASK THE Q JION IS REALLY
CONCERNED ABOUT OR" ¢ IT 1s NOT
DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE. 9,A0MI 'S QUESTION:

I$ EQUIVALENT
THE MODERN-DAY QUESTIGN: “ARE_YQU
GED?" DID HE GIVE YOU A_RING?Y - HAVE

YOU SET THE DATE FOR THE WEDDING. IT HAD
BEEN AN EVENTFUL NIGHT. ALL OF THE LEGAL

STEPS WERE SET IN MOTION. ALL RUTH COULD
O NOW WAS WAIT, Tﬂg,ﬂﬁsl_mag_ua_lo
™ . McOEE_gAkkS THIS THE 'RESI OF
—REDEMPTION, " (CBOAZYWAS A MAN OF MANY GOOD
QUALITIES: COURTEOUS, CONSIDERATE, GENERQUS

Py ANDwRESPECTED, OWEVER, RISING ABOVE ALL




OF THESE OUTSTANDING _QUALITIES WAS“THAT
OF TRUSTWORTHINESS. BOAZ DID WHAT HE\SAID
HE WOULD DO -
HE DID NOT AROUSE HOPES IN PROMISES HE
HAD NO INTENTION OR ABILITY TO KEEP.

RUTH HAD DONE HER PART AND THE REST WAS
UP TO BoAz, HE WASTED NO TIME IN WORKING

IN HER BEHALF. [HERE IS EAUTIFUL
APPLICATION OF OURCGREAT i 3
IN THIS PASSAGE, JUST AS RUTH COULD_DO

NOTHING LEGALLY BUT SIMPLY WAIT FOR BoAz
TO ACT IN HER BEHALF, SO YOU AND | CAN DO
OTHING _TO_S

ECURE OUR REDEMPTION IN CHRIST.
E_WILL DO WHAT O HE WITT DO —'%

= e M T T
ALWAY S KEEP S [1T1o " WORLEH

A

UNTIL _OUR WAS,

M 2 »
lﬁéfﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁi_§£31; _OUR_REDEMPTION
COMPLETE. IHE BELIEVING SINNER MAY REST 4%/~

UPON HIS TRUSTWORTHINESS. WHAT GOE SAYS-ng?/
E WI L39? He wiLL po. (MaTTHEW 11:28, :

OHN b: iEEiF:::%::::::
tonnt oK - ﬁoug(

3. T bl JRe s~ Bomr
Y . fé/i{‘ [ﬁf‘ﬁf)'\rc'/am-qf— wwd\r
SRkt Phwer — fub
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M RuTH 4 s Leve $
o7 A LuST S _ﬁ/
EVIEW, THE BOOK OF RUTH BEGINS MITH A
NE A AND_ENDS WITH A - BusiNnEss

TRANSAgTIONS ‘N

\HE WAS GOLNG TOZCOURT TO. SECURE TH~A.H.
OF THE WOMAN-HE LOVED. [HERE WERE {RISKS.
TO.BE.TAKEN, A GREAT DEAL WAS AT -SHARd& - Zi
%ND EVERYTHING MUST BE HANDLEE JUST RIGHT
CHAPTER 1 - RuTH HAPTER 2 - RuTH
CHAPTER UTH
HAPTER U - RUTH MARRIIM& ) THIS CHAPTER
MAY BE DIVIDED INTO THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS:

A 1. BOAZ GOES TO COURT - Verses 1-6

i @0F THE CITY WAS THE PLACE WHERE
[ FCAL \TRANSA ONS TOOK PLACE.

EVENTUA LY_PASSED BY THE GATE. [T WAS
W ¢

A B P LA SO PEOPLE COULD E
PPROACH. AUTE . AND VOICE
5 ‘M&B_I_E,S WERE NECESSARY,
NO ONE HAD TO BE..N.QJ'. NO_WRITING OR
WWERE NVOLVED. PERSON COULD SIMPLY
DD

SIT _DOWN I E GATE TO TRANSACT WHATEVER
OFFICIAL BUSINESS WAS NECESSARY. HERE WERE

A% STONE BENCHES TQ SIT UPON AN? ELDERS OF THE

/4?? CITY MADE THE COURT LEGAL. IHE NUMBER OF
ELDERS DETERMINED\ THE GRAVITY OF THE SESSION,
MINOR MATTERS WITNESSED BY ONE OR TWO BUT
THE LARGER MATTERS \SUCH_AS DIVORCE AND

/™  ESTATES REQUIRED TEM. _THEIR PRESENCE MADE
IT A LEGAL ASSEMBLY & ATE OF THE CITY
WAS MUCH LIKE, OUR TopAY. (COMMENT

IH'

©  ON GREETING, "Ho,. 1ﬂu'_tgum I It wouLD
= ¥ e, i) *

NoT Casval Conversation — Cour7 ;ns Sessf;:«q}

—_ A
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BE COMPARABLE TO OUR “So-N-S0”, A REFERENCE

TO THE UNNAME? KINSMAN, SOUNDS LIKE A TRUE

ORIENTAL NAME!) WITH COURT IN SESSION,

Boaz INFOBM J_.. KINSMAN OF HIS OPPORTUNITY.
V. </ THE_MQBp, IS TRANSLATED DISCLOSE

. ORAINFORMS? "'“ RALLY MEANS ’m :'\J
o HELEART AND PICTURES THE RAIS R

-iiiﬁﬁi;;a WHISPER IN THE EAR. WHEN INFORMED OF
E OPPORTUNITY TO PURCHASE LAND IN HIS
T CAPACITY AS A KINSMAN REDEEMER, THT UNNAMED
KINSMAN READJLY-AGREED TO DO IT. [T MAY
BE THAT BoAZ' HEART SANK WHEN HE HEARD THE
RESPONSE OR IT MAY BE THAT HE WAS PREPARED
pEFOR;HAND TO DROP THE OTHER SHOE! THE
BOMB" BOAZ DROPPED ON THE UNNAMED KINSMAN
WAS THAT A FOREIGN W{DOW _FROM.__ T
WITH. THE PROP £§IT N ORDER TO GET IT, HE
HAD TO MARRY HER! [T MAY BE THAT THE NEAR
M KINSMAN HAD NEVER SEEN RUTH BUT HIS
' EXPLANATION OR REFUSAL WAS BOUND u$ IN THE
EGAL COMPLICATIONS OF THE CASE. [|HE WORD
] 1? MENTIONED IN VERSE 6. ACCORDING
50 ESTAMENT LAW, REDEMPTION.INVOLVED
USING FUNDS FROM ONE'S OWN ESTATE TO ACQUIRE
LAND WHICH ULTIMATELY WOULD GO TO ANY SON
BORN TO RUTH. ALSO, THAT SON WOULD BEAR HIS
FATHER'S NAME, THAT IS THE NAME OF MAHLON,
S0, IN EFFECT, THE NEAR.KINSMAN WOULD BE
..una;amauuhxus_nmu.ssxaxE TO BENEFII ANOTHER,
HE_W/ RE ) T( JA_LAND

o MAT - “ithEIHlNG
- THER-DIFEERENT! [T MAY BE THAT THE
UTH WAS A MOABITE ALARMED THE NEAR
KINSMAN. IT WAS A BUSINESS DEAL WITH
AND SINCE HE DID NOT LOVE RUTH
™ IT WAS NOT.

: HERE WAS A VAST
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN T_ OF THESE
TWO MEN., [HE NEAR KINSMAN

‘fﬂv HAVE FELT

COMPASSION FOR A POVERTY-STRICKEN WIDOW
Corel




BUT Boaz LﬁiED.HER! THE NEAR KINSMAN

#™ DESIRED THE PRIVILEGE OF LAND ACQUISITION
BUT REFUSED THE DUTY OF A HUSBAND.
NEEDLESS TO SAY, ALL OF THIS WAS GOOD NEWS
TO Bogz, FOR HE WAS FULLY PREPARED TO REDEEM
NAOMI'S ESTATE.

IT. THE BAREFQOT KINSMAN - VErses 7-12

THE FIRST DIVISION OF THE CHAPTER HAD TO
DO WITH COURIS, THIS DIVISION HAS TO DO
WITH CONTRACES. [N BIBLE TIMES, COVENANTS
ND CONTRACTS WERE MADE IN VARIOUS WAYS.,
o~ FOR_EXAMPLE, TWO MEN WOULD TAKE A PINCH OF
(1 JGALD) FROM A POUCH, MIX IN THE POUCHES
IFYING THAT THE CONTRACT WAS BINDING
AS LONG AS THE SALT WAS MIXED, THAT IS_IT
5  COULD NEVER BE BROKEN. SOMETIMES ANCANIMA
' WAS SLAIN AND THE CARCASS DIVIDED DOW
BACKBONE AND THE DIVIDED PARTS LAID ON THE
GROUND., [HE TWO PARTIES JOINED HANDS AND
WALKED BETWEEN THE DIVIDED PARTS INDICATING

THAT THE CONTRACT WAS BINDlNGﬁuN%ﬁL_IHE
DEAIH OF THE PERSONS INVOLVED, _ANOTHER WAY

(= "WAS-THE EXCHANGE OF ACSANDAL. [T wAs A
SYMBOLICAL ACT TO RAFIFY A LEGAL CONTRACT,
THE_WALKING OVER A PIECE OF GROUND WAS IN
EFFECT A TITLE-DEED OR AUTHORIZATION TO TAKE
POSSESSION, (OD MADE SUCH A CONTRACT WITH

(JosHuAa 1:3). To TRANSFER QWNERSHI
THE_SHOE WAS sgax;ung
UP_OF ONE'S_IN

~MATTER. [THE KEEPER OF THE SHOE HAD THE RIGHT
OF POSSESSION., ALSO, IN ORIENTAL COUNTRIES,
/™  OFTENTIMES SLAVES W 0 SHOES AT ALL AS
DISTINGUISHED FROM HO DID. HENCE,
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE POINT IN THE
PRC WHERE THE FATHER PUT
ON THE FEET OF THE RETURNING PRODIGAL

RESTORING HIM TO _THE PRIVILEGES OF SONSHIP.
DL AT S — -
L SRR T,
%ﬁ 2 Y]oux S _‘

: INERSHIP,
LIZING GIVING
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BoAz HAD DONE EVERYTHING NECESSARY IN ORDER
FOR RUTH TO BECOME HIS WIFE. [HE TRANS-
ACTION WAS FINISHED., (APPLICATION: SALVATION
IS A LOVE RELATIONSHIP. yE ARE A PURCHASED
PEOPLE. ' EPHESIANS 5:26-2/, AcTs 20:28.)

11, WEDDING BELLS IN BETHLEMEN - Verses 13-17

ARE WONDERFUL EVENTS. IN THIS
“CONTEXT, IT WAS A HAPPY DAY FOR ALL. A_PUBLIC
WEDDING WHERE EVERYONE WAS INVITED AND

WAS IN THE CENTER OF THE PICTURE! NoTICE
THAT SHE DID NOT APPEAR AT THE COURTHOUSE

IN PREPARATION FOR THE CEREMONY., [HERE WERE
NO.SHOWERS IN HER BEHALF OR A WRITE-UP IN
THE BETHLEHEM BANNER ON THE SOCIETY PAGE
DESCRIBING THE EVENTS OF THE WEDDING AND THE
INTENTION OF THE BRIDE AND GROOM. SOMEONE
HAS SUGGESTED THAT AT THIS WEDDING THE
ORGANIST PLAYED "HERe CoMES THE GROOM."
COMPARED TO WEDDINGS TODAY, THIS MUST SEEM
VERY STRANGE. HOWEVER, KEEP THE IYPOLOGY

IN MIND, THLS BOOK HAS TO DO WITH THE
REDEMPTION OF A POOR, PENNILESS WIDOW. WHO
HAD NO LEGAL RIGHTSIN ISRAEL. SHE WAS

AN ALIEN OUTCAST.WHO CAME INTO PROMINENCE

BECAUSE_QEUﬂgR RELATIONSHIP TO BoAZ. THE
7 CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST IS MADE UP OF

SPFRITUAL_ALIENS AND THEIR CL
.ts,By IRI.E.OF AMARRIAGE OF
( 0D, iim;.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT.AND
RIDE, (REVELATION Ib g)

HE AMB_IS ALL THE GLORY IN MMANUEL S
xLAND...(THE IBLE RECORDS INTERESTING IDEAS
| REGARDING MARR AND WEDDINGS. FOR
EXAMPLE, WITH ISAAC AND REBEKAH
AND é&%&gbAND HIS 4-YEAR PLAN FOR RACHEL,

WOR R YOUR WI AM", (OBSERVATIONS

CONCERNING MODERN WEDDINGS.)
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IV, RUTH'S i LE HISTORY -
N VERses 18-22 ( Ao zggy,f;(ﬂgui)

THIS BOOK OF_REDEMPTION ENDS WITH A

GENEALOGY. THIS APPEARS TO BE A STRANGE,

DRY, UNINTERESTING WAY TO CONCLUDE A

MARVELOUS LOVE STORY. NT

ECAUSE IT SHOWS HOW AN OUT oM
AS_PLACED rmxn THF PQQIANIF FAMILX

- ——

‘m TO0 FOLLOW WHAT APPEARED TO BE A

RATIH_QE_POVERTY AND.REJECTION AND WOUND UP
BRINGING, ,INTO THE WORLD WHO WAS PART
OF TH ' N THIS BOOK

WE YAVE THE-HLSTORY.OF A WOMAN, A STRANGER
ISRAEL, WHO WAS RESTINEE TO BE INVOLVED
UTH, A RELATIVE

A

SRAEL"S COMING KING,
800X, FROM_MOAB BECANE oo BODY TH
_ GE._ THIS LOVE STORY MO " RACS
IY. [N A TIME WHEN-PSYCHOLOGY SPEAKS
A GREAT DEAL ABOUT SELE-IMAGE AND SELF=WORTH
THIS BOOK POINTS TO THE FACT THA ND

e R
%&I %F 0 R R UR GREAT
\\\\qé, INSMAN EDEEMER, WE LIKE RUTH HAVE BEEN

vuﬁ WE ARE UT BECAUSE_OF @HEREJWE ARE.

(EPH'SIANS 1:6) We Like RuTH WER

TO REDEEM OURSELVES. WE ARE TOTALLY

DERPENDENT UPON THE GENEROSITY OF ANOTHER

TO DEAL WITH OUR SPIRI Y,

HAME=NOTHING=TO-0" 30D "Tﬁesna&uuu

[N EXCHANGE FQR OUR SINS, HE OFFERS

M S N IN CHRIST. IN RUTH S CASE, HER
wm LEAVE MOAB FOR BETHLEHEM CHANGED
THE COURSE OF HER LIFE AND ALSO OF SUCCEEDING

PN GENERATIONS. KEEP IN MIND THAT~A-SINGLE
: IN A MOMENT QF TIME, INFLUENCED

—DECLSION,
HISTORY AND DESTINY. RUTH MADE THE_RIGHT
BEGESION A g S0 SHOULD we., (COMPARE
ATTHEW /:13FF

\%77 o y




"' THE BOOK OF RUTH"
Chapter 1L

| Several books of the Bible bear the mames—o
| r‘xiﬂﬂi but only_two the names of women, In Esther, the
' 'great doctrine of the_providence of God is set forth
- not appear in the book.
' In the-book of Ruth, the doctrine of redemptionm is
set forth in a love story even though the word
doey @oY Qppeay ADXEh® (ooB. (It is interesting to
notice in our day that the”word love is on every
~tongue--it is the theme of books,, T.V. programs,
plays and songs, pasted on the side of building and
cars, but I dare say few have found_real love in this
lifetime apart from the love of God.,) [The love story
of Ruth is that of an honest moral man for a virtuous
woman. In the book we see an 0ld Testament picture of
God's Jlove for mankind and what it cost Him to pur-
“ chase our salvation on Calvary, In this book we are
aware of the meaning of graee for it tells how
| tile girl who was .gondemne: y the Law was brought
into favor Boaz. There was nothing to commend her to
him only thru pure grace,
Verse l: '"when the judges ruled"
“The book tells us when the events of this book
_transpired--during the days of the . . These were
" the darkest days. in lsraels.history. when theycame from
‘ Egypt and moved toward the promised land, the prospects
‘ for the nation were bright. But those days were marked
by failure, disobedience, sadness, apostacy.
"a famine in the land"
Oftentimes i1n the 0.T, famines are mentioned
as accuring at a time when the nation of Israel was in
a greal moral and gpiritual decline. God's clear in-
struction to every Jewish family was that blessing for
them was in the land of promise. Fgmines came sometimes
the Iord's people and to.teach.them to rely
.:!' [1ee in me o nhvsica d1s O
ten, they aced in haste in order to secure
p_principle is true for believers_tgday. God

ings Upol lUS=to—teach—us—spiritual
lessons but a oo often we miss the opport mity to

learn and draw near to Him because our domfort is more
{important to us than spiritual growth and development.
v, oab!l

The names in the Bi nings which people
understood. The word ethlehem~juda means '"house of
f—\bread and praise.'" Let me o you that this

family was indeed asprodigal family headed for trouble
becaase of where they were going. ﬁoab was an except-

ionally f i and _xich area, But it was also a very
heathen country where men worship idels which

e . T sl i



Little did this man know that he was moving
his family to an area where they would have 3 funergls
in the home Wl They moved to a country where

there were HOLaRiiibisbellbGLesls - Notice the pro-
gression in the move--"sojourn,continued, dwell,

(M They had. mmaimmm;xﬁm
'Just a few months till the famine is over but they

stayed there 10 veaps! Seldom does the prodigal family,
}son, daughter expect to be in the _lfar country'" very
long buf_tige has ewwaj=ef-sgethingwadaysirSines. 10
years is Wof a persons life--awasted
! Often tlmes, pastors
are asked to explain the conduct of certain folk who
make professions of faith but do not stay with it and
wind up in the hogpen. l.cannot explain the conduct of
ist. This I know=--a son
who goes to the far country and to the hogpen is going
/:o get a_whi there but there is blessing at home.,
ears agﬁ student in Seminary I heard a Bible
teacher say this: If you stand at the ecrossroads of
life you will see theﬁm_%_ﬁgg},s going home and the
pigs staying in the petr: is a son--the, call of
fathers house will touch his heart. %:"'“f;:‘ “'”"' 'E.l |
Verse 2: y &=
q"'{ \Ellmelechu-"God is my king" - ABRAHAM .
"Naom:. -"pleasant" Mahlon--'""sickness or unheal thy"
f\C ilion"-=Buny or plnnlng" (Sad pick for husbands!)
1s.1s a sad looking family., God will attempt to reach
Tells them thru the affairs of life. This untimely trip would
eventully cost this family the lives of all ofthe men.
in_their low spiritual state, these two sons do a
forbidden ‘thing---they marrled Moabites thus breaking
the law which restricted such m arriages.

f @"J i‘%"‘“/ Vg

Verse 3: ived, el
TOorpah'=-"deer" "Ruth"=~there are several
words for the meaning of Ruth all the way from _beauty

Lo _good nature. All of thes words suggest one who has
beauty, charm, personality etc., Search thru the Book of
Ruth and you will be amazed to observe that you cannot
find-one.thing-wrong with-Ruth! (5 ~ ElipL
In this far off country this famlly out of“the place of
blessing begins to get into trouble,
Verse 6:
she had heard...that the Lord had visited'...
Eaigh would not take Noami back to the land, It had
taken 10 years for her to react--
. It was not until she began looking
and thmk:mg about her_-homeland that she began to have
a measure of peace and satisfaction, But to return to

Bethlehem proposed some_gnave-problems for her daughters
in law.

Verses 7=13
"This passage brings to an.end all mother-in -law

jokes. It show how closely these two can be.

(1) Kiss
w—_)
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Naomi tells these two girls if they go back to Israel
with her they will _nei.be.secented by the people. They
will not be acdepted gogcially or religiously. They
will be unable to marry and must endure widowhood til
(M they die. They will live in _poverty because all that
‘the family had in goods was spent in time of famine and
sickness, Naomi seeks to send them back to their homes
and families, She reminds them that even if she did
marry again immediately there would not be time to
-wait for the sons to grow up and it was manditory feo
them to marry next of kin,
In the light of such information each of the women made
a decision,

went back to her old life and its gods. (v.15)
T

¢
Verses 16=-22:
Ruth made a_decision to face the hardships.
isd and leave behind the
old life of Moab,It was not._a half-hearted momentary
decision it was for life. She was leaving Moab and its
gods to trust the living and true God._Ruth stood at
than_things, comforts, family, social respectibility--

.o &f_e'z_iﬂ], that
mlooked beyond what she could see with her eyes?
' The last few verses picture the prodigal daughter

|

| coming home. The marks of the 10 hard years are evident.
-she_had _changed--=si upon her
life., There is a sad note o n her reply.,

She recognized that the stay in Moab had beenof a
iscipli . « The fact that she refers to God
as "Almighty'" speaks of the uﬁqg that had come as
resuTt=oT Ter going to Moab. Sons do not refer to their
father in this way. 1 i
i nd _soul. There is something suggestive about the
beginning of baply harvest. When we come back to the
place of blessing there is always abundance and beginn-
ing. This was the place of sati ion,
Cur conclusion is to take another look at Orphah and
Ruth. TIn Orphah we see a picture of those people who

vgﬁen brought to the place of decision_turm back to the

When she had to choose between God and

Adols of Moab,

things-w. She was never heard frm again,

She chos€ the line pfedeasi rasdsiauce. In Ruth we

sée an illwration of faith., Faith will not turn back
/™ e¥en..in the face of i . This is

'the test that comes to every life--believe God or

doubt Him. Point: How many girls named Orphah/ How

many girls named Ruth? Make a decision. Which
direction are you going today?

£ P



THE BOOK OF RUTH
Chap. 2

Last Lord's Day I began a series of messages in
M the Book of Ruth. We were introduced to the Jgain.char-

Ackers in the. chapter (Review) od we see the last
primary charactergin the story--‘ "in whom is |
strength") |

When Naomi and Ruth returned to Jerusalem, they
were faced with severalmnot the least of
which was how they were g01ng to eep body and soul l
together., There were ng Bd.€ |

% W However, there were
 some laws in Israel to assist the poor,

Rrogram for the poor of that nation was
form.of.relief. God never stiffl
Even in caring for the poor, God involved the elemen |
of work and the sustaining of pride and.self xespect/ i
;tzwas tow for the poor that Ruts}lhfe%sg;é:ﬁ}_ ‘
Gleaning was a-lowly-task. In the time of harvest,
the reapers would go thru a field cutting the grain, |
The women would follow tying the sheaves. After that |
the_gleapers or those who were poor could go into the
field and take what was left., According to the law,
the corners of field and any bundles of grain left
behind were for the taking. It has been estimated that
as much ag 20% was left for the poor. Once again the
character of Ruth is seen, She was not too._proud, lazy,
to work. ngmw.hmmp or

remembering how it _used to be in Moab,
2:3

Thls is one of the .greak.verses in the Bible on the
g in thelife of one of his children.

'I'he word means '"happened? In the
of the day, the writer speaks of how Ruth came to the

field of Boaz. However, there was.nothing of chance
<Ruth was.being.guided. by the

m.&s.n.hand_n-f_ﬁod- A-valuable-lesson on the Lord's
guldance., The older we become in falthr_;hg.i_lgﬁum
s will, Not-

needs tangible J_ndlcatlons of the Lord

ice there were or .piocuswtalk about His
‘% leadmg---kh_just_lad_hm.n_the_mw
x.%...].:l.f.f;. This has been my experience--no strange feelings
# ?’ or great visions, Dr. Ironside said on one occasion
t{‘ that most of the decisions he had to make in life were
- s@Mpnade not knowing akt the moment if that was the will of
| ‘God. He_prayed and togk a step. Stay cbse to the Lord

day by day and when the big decisions come it will not
| be such a jarring experience.(§Statement by Carey/Taylar
| how as he grew older none of the demands of youth re

the Lord's leading. Help to me.)

,.a



2:4

—b0aZ greeting to his workers and their response
is very encouraging. It is as.unusual as it is wel-
ccme. God was not just a.curse word in these labor and

| f'\capltal relatlonshlps. There was Mﬂw

2 2] _works In splte of the fact that

La.;d._ua.me_t.o_ha.s_mnkm

this was a time of great .spimitualedecliwe in Israel,
Boaz didwmot.fewget the Lord.

2:5

— "Whose damsel is this""
When Boaz came to the fields that morning, he noticed
among the gleaners a woman
@Je noticed this too on our recent trip to Israel--
bus picked up to girls who were Israli soldiers. I
rough army clothing,no makeup, hairdos but very beaut=-
| iful girls! Bnaz_que.ﬁ:.nn_bauagnumnm_thm_a_pasu.ng
W. It was "love at first sight.™
When I was a student in semlnary, Dr. J.Vernon Mc
Gee came to the school for special lectures on the
Book of Ruth., He asked if he could give this verse a
rather.free translation from the Hebrew. After careful
| study eh had come to this conclusion that what Boaz
mreally said that morning was---whistle,

2:6-9
T It is not difficult to see that Boaz has_more than

___igg.;_mmnz.mmﬁar_l.n_&uth. Apparently he knew
ut her and her falthfulness and goodness to Naomi

but being the v1llage‘

«he. . Now he sees
| for Hmself and offg her protection and drink.,
The tlmes of the Gm were much like our timeS--=-
: and it was for

a young women to_ba_alnna..ln...tha_iulds Wi some

kind of security. All of this activity speaks of a man

| gs found the true love of his life,

| 2:10

\ th was suspeised that she should be treated so
kmdly. When she came to Israel it was with the expect-

ation that men would .
Now she is treated couxteously by one of the areas

Q_H.Eﬂ.'l.thﬂ.ﬁﬁ.t_mm- The answer to Ruth's question:
"Bauth, 2o home and logk.ip the wiskey.'" You are a girl

of great bgally andesharm but above all a woman of godly
haracter. Thls question is easily understood by our

know1ng some about Ruth. There is an even greater
question--- have we-found grace in His eyes?"
Tw in any of us to call forth the love

o race was extended to us "without a causel

"Bemg justified freely by his grace through the red-
emption that is in Christ Jesus." (Rom. 3:24)

\ o Yy




There are some folk who give the impression |
th-t God really got a ;e when they came to the ILord.

There was/is.pothing.attractive about us that would
ﬁmake God love us--nothing! L 1

mg;mwum: We are needy sinners---
needing God grace,

2:12
2> I can think of not lowieb.Wajeto-express.faith in
 «Gad. In addition to her beauty=---her: faith-in-God wmas
%%i attravtive to*Boaz.( A comment to youth---make this
\\\ the primary consideration in marriage.) Also an added
word--Ruth is a good example of the fact that beauty
can be used in God's work. i i

\

\
. He {cap and does/ but |
it must be surrendered to Him.
2:13 -17

What a blessing Boaz acts must have been to

Ruth. After the 168§ Oof her husband, the .poxexty of
life plus the many other -hamdships., Ruth sensed too
that here was a-strong man -of.great grace and-character.
For those of you who think men were .slaw to get dates

in the Bible, notice that Boaz met Ruth in the mid-

morning and is now having lunch with her!
W to let some sheaves fall on
PUrpPOSEe =~=1O0OW workdr know love has done its work

|
|
‘ K—\in Boaz heart., The results of the days gleaning was
svartliing--~- far more than would be expected in a
couple of normal days of gleaning,
2:20
‘ Our chapter begins and ends with a couple of
we do not have today and do not easily understand.
_ Jon.ancient Israel, God kept the land which He had given
Ttheém 1In the family. God set up certain-laws for the
i « Every 50 years the land
reverted to the orpiginal-owmers no matter who might
possess it at the time . Let us suppose that a family
should lose.its land and even to the point of selling
themselves into slavery--which did happen at times.
“The law stated that a near—kinsman-~-Heb, Goel-~- could
redeem those relative by paying their debts and correct
| ing their finamcial situation in the courts. In the
| case of a_wdidow~~-there were responsibilities about
marrying her--in the case of a brother, oy
Why this picture in the 0ld Testament? t&« A Baé,g%éhﬁ%m.
|

Man.ds. a _slawe fo sin, He is in .ondage to his
sins to the point that he.cannot.deliver bimself. The
(™ longer he lives the more he eavessa.webbeofisin about

himself., He needs someone--a Kinsman Redeemer to get
him out of his ird i . We have such a
person--He came to earth-~our kinsman to redeem us

from sin, Have you been set free in Christ?




N |
N @ In the steps of Ruth's preparation to go to |
Pl Bl we have/see a.picture. of the sinners coming

<;L Washagﬁn- we are not fit for Heaven as we are, we
need cleansing. Titus 3315, Heb  § % "purged" me ans

cleansed., Th

@ Eﬁ].lnt-- This practice was both cenemomi. and

. Ceremonially it set certain persons apart

with a.a.nac;al..f.unn.tmn or.dignity in the service

15

of GOd‘%méﬁm‘xhlt began as a means of protecting
the skin from eat of the sun. ally it |

ul.fbecame a in whlch was |
" “nixed with Dr, McGee said he the

name of this perfume--It was not Chanel V
or Evening In Paris---it was '"Midnight in Moabi"

All of this reminds us of thefmagwanee of our Iord.
As men_touch Christ, _the fragrance of His presence

@ 1s on_them.
iment-- in all probability, Ruth had been wearing

her w:.aow 8 « She may have worn a
n field. Boaz had never seen her
in a -up™ dress. I can imagine Naomi thought

that if Boaz thought Ruth was somethmg in her work
clothes~-wait til he sees her in her party dress!
™ The Bible is filled with the doctrine of ourﬂ:
% in order to come into the presence o
e story is as old as Adam and Eve., A proper
covering is necessary. In that coverlngm

as.safe as He is . safe. (3 kinds of righteousness,)
(Phil, 3:9, Romans 3:21=-22)

'Get thee down" -- Action required in appropiation.
Let him know your_%-m So with us-
in humility we mus Christ as our Lord and
Saviour,

3:3-7

Let me hasten to explain that there is miinday
impmeper with Ruth's conduct. She is.rxesponding to a
gcustom that was understood in Israel. It mus t be kept
in mind that this scene takes place in a = -
Men and women and children were asleep aro this
threshingfloor, Orientals sleep at nlghtr_iulTlEloﬁ_.t_h&cl
simply reclining on some kind of wmat with only the
shoes/sandles removed and their,large outer garment
Wet and body tokeep out the cool nigﬁ__)

38 -9
' Ruth put her feet to his feet. i to
her presence indicated that there
. As a matter of fact he

pr - her for.conduet hat was far above his highest
expectation. What Ruth had done was the act of agvery

madest an tive woman,
h 4




Ruth was quletly el
This was the
was willing
this actlon
[ad's r*] v 1 ne . Ao
fﬂ\way of godly people.
3:11

Boaz is w1111ng to take the .necessary-legal steps

. Boaz goes on to confirm omnr

faith in Rath when he mentions how highly spoken of
she is in the town.
3:12

This verse t ells us something about Boaz
in Ruth., He had already taken _the time to find out if

of letting him know that she

7z but that is not the

the field was clear-~ ?
Like all great drama--there was an - to be-ewver-

ceme before they c ould live happily ever after,
There was another kinsmap who was nearer than Boaz--
i ch.

3:13-15
This is not a wrong suggestion by Boaz, She

would be protected adg_rl?,m_m_n.o:m_tha-nm to
get out too-seom that he wanted to act as her kinsman

1 i £ood logk at her and

est the nearer—kinsmena g
gz:g; this beautiful glrl.(F:? T:S“'“"’
) The question of Naomi memns--"Are

Ruth could have done
have brought Boaz into

ing Boaz as her kinsman-redeemer. |

) you &&s&ﬁg_d?" \
! have the ring? Has a.date been set for the wed.?'

--the rest is up to Boaz.
He would not beg_idle but was even then ceeklng to take

thg_p:gpg:_a:gps to deal w1th the situation. The great

KJ.nsm emer g 513 FhakCus rm'-r . :
piace whereéigi [oh was completed, Just as

Ruth could do.ng;h;ng_legally but simply waited for
Boaz to act. so we_can.do nothing.fo. .secure our red-

emption in ist. The Bible s 8 to the sinner---
‘13;; your own works AND frus We cannot go to
Faven on our good works-=1it 1s t possible, His

work for us., (Verses: 7.%.//.27




4:6 It is generally assumed that this man was a

¢ _hpother of Elimelech and that w. He |
probably married and had children. His problem had to |
f‘\do with his own _property. To marry a woman from Moab |
would bring all kinds of# into his own |
family. He did not want to run e_;ﬁﬂk. There was
a vast difference in the me#diwes of the two men--this
man felt a spirit of gcompassion for his poverty strlck-i

en relatives but Bo §{ I am sure this man$
reaction was good news to Boaz and in fact might have
been just what Boaz was seekirg.,

4:7 1

We have seen some strange laws in Israel but this
transaction is one of the most unusual thus far. IV
the : Law inaH§££§=%§ we learned that a widow
could take the scandal o e near kinsman and spit in
his face if he refused to perform his functlon as a
kinsman. This custom however
was one of -
would take a pinch o into each other
pouch then shaken., The contract was binding for as long

the salt mixed--that is it could never be broken.

Slaying of arf<apimaly divide the carcus dwon the
backbone place the divided parts on the ground and the

(*\tow parties join hands and walk between the two parts.

It spoke of a co act that was firm until the death
of the persons. gsme exchange of was the
most of making a contraéte was the
s _interest 1n land and
suggest the had the rig oL poss=-
ession. Among ancient nations this act oftn spoke of
tow matters. (1) arture or (2) Posseseien,
There is someﬁnng wonderful to see in this
transaction, ¢ W G ave us. There was
not any way or the anger to get in
under the law--someone-must(@EivechpyChis fame
-Ehs.Lau.sannn:.aaxe. No person was ever sav by
eeping the Law. (Gal. 3:13, Romans 3:20) In Boa
we see one who gave his love name, righteousness
Eph. 1:6.,
4:9-10

Boaz had done all that needed tc be done. He
had finishedsthewtransaetien. Now Ruth the poor, hard

wroking wddow will become a6§§::§>of status in the

mcommunity and all because of (Tove.y Salwation is ip
reality M@%&F- “aspurchased. people.
(Eph..5:26=27,Acts 20:28

It would appear in v. 11l that the whole town was-glad

|
to see subkh a marrlagg

¥




The good graces of the town folk is seen in thei

to the bride and groom mentioned in #,12.
%was the illegitimate son of Judah. In this
r cnce we see the desire of the people for God to
f‘\bless these tow and to show, graee.io.them. They are

‘asking God to manifest Jis.grace. .l Rutb-even. though,
she is a foreigper--- an _outsiderws.

Have you noticed Sofethifig unuswal about this
wedding scene? The_ bride is not in the center of the
picture. The bride 1s not capturing all the attention.
As a matter of fact, she did not even appear at the

for the ceremony! When we compare this to
weddings in our d&y it is strange indeed. Toda y
aspect of the wedding is for the pride. When
i « When the picture appeas
in the ‘Gocie. it is always the bride. When they
describe the G!,p“"‘ at the wedding is is alwas the
attire of the en the ceremony begins the
groom stumbles in behind the preacher and the bride
comes down the ides to the tune of "Here Comes the
Bride'" not " Comes the groom," But in this gere-
mony it is an enti different matter. It _is(@Boa2
- t He is the important part$
this wedding. Think of the Bible picture.
~-aliens, outcastx, poor and needy. We come
nto theppesencé and proper relationsHIPp to God thru
esus Christ, BEsexything depended on.Baez and his
ork at the gate. In the Book of Revelation, it is
very obvious that the central persopn in this scene is
the Lamb, It is the e Lamb not the bride.
(Rev. 19:7-8) B Lk Tr wail e Foi Tonmoaky Jidk
411317 )
Like most love stories, this one had a happy

ending, From famine and sorrow to weddings andanew
bg%g. The word "Qbed'' means '‘one that serves."

4:18-22 e

onder why this book ends with a .
These are usually very,Q y and u eresting. This
one is highly significant for it
King. The way has been .opened and this Moabite widow
was to take her place in the k:ngia.n...-iggy of David
and ultimately of our lord.
Conclusion:
Three facts about a Kinsman-Redeemer.
1., He must be a kinsman--
2. He must be willing to redeem —
3. He must be able to redeem. —
‘Jesus Christ met all three qualifications.




