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FOCUS ON THE FATHER

DR. JAMES DoBSON’S MINISTRY IS CALLED Focus
ON THE FAMILY. OUR SPECIAL FINANCIAL PROGRAM
AT THE BCC IS CALLED Focus ON THE FUTURE.
[ RECENTLY READ A BOOK ENTITLED YOUR UWN WORST
ENEMY WRITTEN BY Two PHDs. IT FOCUSED ON THE
FAILURE OF SOME. [HE AUTHORS SUGGEST THERE
ARE SOME PEOPLE WHO "SEIZE DEFEAT FROM THE
JAWS OF VICTORY."” IN OTHER WORDS, THEY POSSESS
A SELF-DEFEATING, SELF-DESTRUCTIVE BENT TO
SABOTAGE THEIR OWN LIVES. HE MENTIONS GARY
HArRT, WILBUR MiLLS, LEONA HEMSLEY, MIKE TYSON,
JiM BAKER AND JIMMY SWAGGERT. THESE ALL
FOCUSED ON FAILURE. I[N THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS,
WORDS SUCH AS GRACE, LOVE, RICHES, CHURCH AND
HoLy SPIRIT HAVE PROVIDED| IN THE PAST RICH
MATERIAL FOR BIBLE STUDY. \Gon THE FATHER IS
MENTIONED IN EVERY CHAPTER OF EPHESIANS. HE
IS FAR MORE THAN A BENEVOLENT GUARDIAN OVER
His CHILDREN. GOD IS THE GOD OF ALL MEN
BUT THE FATHER OF THOSE WHO ARE HIS SONS BY
PIRITUAL BIRTH THRQUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.
ET US EXAMINE THE FATHER S RELATIONSHIP TO

U3, 4, REVEALED I, JiEa L) EAI AN E iRt
I ( WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED BY THE FATHER A I1: 2

QO DIN

IN THE TEXT IS USED TQ Joefe
TO US AND OUR gaglgTun

THE WORD

TY ARE THE THINGS
BLESSTNGS, EN DO CHRISTIANS DIEEER IN
BLESSINGS FROM NON-CHRISTIANS? WE sAY, "

SE IF WE HAVE CERTAIN MATERIAL RESOURCES
AND |BENEFICIAL CLRCUMSTANCES. PAUL MEASURED

BUT THOSE " e
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THE WORD BLE SED IS FROM A GREEK WORD TRANS-
LATED =" IN ENGLISH WHICH MEANS TO
o A EULOGY AT A EUNERAL IS AN
RES L OF THE DECEASED.
10 MEN SPEAK OF GOD?

= ¢ ™
THEY DON'T SPEAK OF HIM AT ALL - THEY
AS IF HE DOES NOT EXIST.

THEY BLAME H[M FOR NATURAL DISASTERS
SO FORTH R STERING THEM AS GOD S FAULT.

omca&,‘dau) Ity iy |

g;;? 'THEY CURSE HIM - HARDLY A WEEK GOES BY
T WE DO NOT HEAR HIS NAME LINKED WITH
PROFANITY.

S_PERTAINING To ¥
: SPIANS 3:14)
HEY ARE DESIGNATED AS :
ADOPTED AND ACGEBIED IN CHRIST.

, Al _MAN IS TAKEN

rﬁﬁéggwoccqu .

ES WHO HAVE SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS UNDER-
STAND THAT THEY HAVE EIEENﬁL AND L G VALUE.,
'CoMPAREETHF SETTLING OF A ESTAIE.

p — THE STUFF THEY CAN GET
ON WOULD ALSO BE I

T HRIST - THIS IS A, TECHNICAL EXPRESSION To
SPEAK OF THE BELIEVER'S SPIRITUAL POSITION.
ALL MEN ARE EITHER IN ADAM OR IN CHRIST.

(IT Cor., 5:17, I THESS. 4:16) WHEN A PERSON
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1S SAVED, EVERYFHING CHANGES. (Il Cor. 5:17)
HE BEGINS TO SEE EVERYTHING IN LIFE FROM

.  HEAVEN'S PERSPECTIVE. [HAT ISH AS IF HE WERE
|

Y

s

_ OR ACCESS TO GOD.

ZACEESs conp)

S EARTHLY

HEAVEN ﬂ&a'j}‘* “.Mr..‘;,

LLOOKING DOWN ERQM HEAYEN UPON
PILGRIMAGE.A “PIRITUAL%Y SPEAKING; BELIEVERS

AW A wmsw»-, u m !fs LU
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(1. WE HAVE ACCESS TO THE FATHER - 2:18 '\

MEANS RIGHT QF APPROACH OR
L -‘0RLDJOF PauL’s DAY WAS

THE WORD A
INTRODUC
FILLED WITH LES

TH P A
RELIGION AND Blgﬂﬁg, IN SOME R THE
WORLD HAS NOT CHANGED. EVEN THE&?QEE:h HAD
ITS BARRIERS. A CASUAL READING O -

[ESTAMENT REVEALS ONLY LIMIIED ACCESS TO Bop
BY CERTAIN PEOPLE AT ATN TIMES. NOWHERE

WAS THAT BARRIER MORE APPARENT THAN BETWEEN
JEWS AND GENTILES. WE ALL KNOW THE FEELING

OF BEING_UNINVITED, UNWELCOMF AND?E%%%%E%§IF
THE SIGN ON THE DOOR SAYS

S GOD’'S CHILDREN, WE HAV A RIGHT OF APPgOACH

L CERIAIN ELECTONICSYSTEMS REQUIRE AN

weGESETBLE TO US - F THE OVAL
OFELCE, THE OFFICE OF
S IN HOSPITALS.
HOMES HAVE BOTH GATES AND GUARDS TO KEEP
PEOPLE OUT. EVEN PASTORS ARE SOMETIMES VERY
DIFFICULT TO REACH - COMMENT REGARDING
CINCINNATI AND 10-DAY ANSWER. "EVERY BELIEVER
MIGHT WEAR A PASS WHICH SAYS, "1 HAVE ACCE
Gop.” MarRTIN Lovp-JoNES HAS A GREAT
EMENT IN THIS REGARD: "WE HAVE ALL
BECOME SO SUBJECTIVE AND ARE SO MUCH INTERESTED
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IN OUR OWN MOODS AND STATES AND FEELINGS

AND CONDITIONS, THAT WHEN WE GIVE OUR TESTI-
 __MONIES WE SAY THAT WHAT SALVATION HAS DONE

IS TO MAKE US HAPPY, OR TO'TAKE AWAY THIS
__QR THAT; AND THERE WE STOP

I_OF SALVATION IS TO BRIN

OF THAT,

I11. WE PRAY TO AND wbRSHIP THE FATHER - 3:14

AFTER PAUL WAS CONVERTED TO CHRIST H T
FROM PRIDE TO_RRQSIRAILQM. THE WOR N
THE TEXT R KNEELING IN PRAYER. IS

IN THE . AND SUGGESTS «

' BEFORE (GOD WAS ONE

: ~ HEART AND LIFE TO
, ORD NARY WAY OF PRAYER WAS
IFTED ARMS AND_RALMS HEAVEN—

T PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE
JABOUT GOD, PRIMARILY BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT
EXAMINED QR== n% THE BIBLE SERIOUSLY. IHE

SUBSTITUTED EXPPSITION.
LEADERS AND CONGREGATIONS ARE

@ EroDes,

THE_AREA OF WORSHIP, SOMEONE HAS WELL SAID
WHAT THE HEART HAS NEVER KNOWN IT NEVER

MISSES.” PICTURE PAUL THE PRISONER BOWING
HIS KNEE IN THE PRESENCE OF A SOLDIER WHO
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WITNESSES THI GODLY PRAYER WARRIOR. A PRAYER
MINISTRY ANYWHERE MAKES THE DIFFERENCE.
IV. WE HAVE A FATHER WHO IS ABOVE, THROUGH AND

IN ALL - 4:6
THERE ARE TWO KEY WORDS IN THE TEXT.

(g;;l_ﬁﬂﬂcaggD- THERE IS A ONEN
RACTER ALL BELIEVERS E

RELATIONSHIP TQ THE GOD WHO IS THREE PERSONS

)

- THAT SHOULD

BUT ONE (OD,. ‘ SINGING DoxoLoeY)
THE PHRéSE EATHER OF ALL" IS A REFERENCE

10 THE

ALIXMEN

VERSE & REFERS TO E R AR ¥HE
YoU IN VERSE 4 REFERS TO CHRISTIAN HE
™ ~You IN VERSE 6 REFERS TdTE§§I§iIENS - NOT

ALL MANKIND.  GOD IS IN CONTROL, THE CHANNEL
OF HIS OPERATION IS THROUGH BELIEYERS AND

HE INDWELLS HIS OWN. THIS IS GOD S—WORLD,

MAN DOESN'T OWN ONE FOOT OF IT. AT BEST, WE
RELINQUISH ALL HOLD ON THIS WORLD. THERE
N_INTERESTING FEATURE CONCERNING THE WORD

IT 1S NOT IN THE NEUTER BUT MASCULINE

R. IHAT IS, GoD IS AND
IN ALL THINGS AS TH
—AGER-SUGGEST., MARTIN Lovn ONES REMINDS US

( CL

0D IS THE CREAIQB OF ALL A
KIND OF GENERAL FATHERHOOD IN THIS RESPECT

>  BUT THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD SPECIFICALLY HAS_TOQ
DO WITH THOSE WHO BELONG TO CHRIST. (GAL. 3:26)

(/—J /72 &~ 30 )
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V. WE GIVE THANKS TO THE FATHER - 5:20
OUR THANKSGIVING TO GOD IS SAID TO BE ALWAYS

AND FOR A NGS. [EVERY DAY OF HIS LIFE,
RELIGIOUS PRAYED TO GOD IN THE MORNING
AND THANKED SPECIFICALLY FOR THREE _THINGS:

THAT HE WAS NOT A GE E, (2) THAT HE
WAS NOT A ) THAT HE WAS NOT A WOMAN!

IS AL PPROPRIATE, NO MATIER W
UMS ES, TO *PNK UD? ¥HESSEIEHSH§
ALL THINGS IS VERY INCLUSIVE, CHR!&WSTON

WAS ASKED IF HE COULD GIVE THANKS FOR HELL !

His ANSWER, "YES, BE THANKFUL WE ARE NOT THERE
OR GOING TO BE AND FOR THE WARNING GOD HAS

T0 GOD. IT IS NOT AN AUTOMATIC GESTURE.

WE NEED TO LEARN COURTESY WITH GOD JUST AS

WE NEED TO_LEARN IT IN EVERY FACET AND ASPECT
OF LIFE. THE PHRASE "1 THANK GOD” wAS A
FREQUENT FORMULA IN PAULINE PRAYER.

(Rev. 11:17) 5 i
VI. WE HAVE PEACE FROM THE FATHER - 6:23

PEACE TO THE BRETHREN - AND THE "SISTERN” T00!
N HIS BEST SELLING BOOK ENTITLED BEATING THE
TREET PETER LYNCH SPEAKS OF SOME OF HIS

GOOD STOCK SELECTIONS AS BEING “BIG BAGGERS.”

FOR EXAMPLE, A STOCK THAT IRIPLES IN VALUE

OVER A CERTAIN PERIOD OF TIME WAS CALLED A
IBlBLE_Beﬁ%Eg- IN THIS CONCLUDING PASSAGE,

SAW GOD THE FATHER AND THE -a==§$g§E§:;B
HE GIVES TO THE BELIEVER. PEACE

IS COUPLED WITH LOVE AND FAITH. WITH DEFERENCE

To PETER LYNCH, THESE ARE BLESSINGS MONEY

CANNOT BUY., ONE MIGHT HAVE ?HE_MUETTFE%Eb

OF AN IVAN BosKy orR A MicHAEL MILKEN

AND YET GO TO JAIl . ONE MIGHT HAVE MONEY
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IN MAJOR BANKS IN THIS COUNTRY AND ALSO

SWISS BANK ACCOUNTS - BUT IT WILL NOT BUY
EITHER THE LOVE OF GOD OR THE GENUINE
AFFECTION OF AN INDIVIDUAL. ONE MIGHT BE VERY
WEALTHY AND HAVE FAITH IN NO ONE = INCLUDING
Gop. ONE IS IMPRESSED WHILE READING
BIOGRAPHIES THAT SO MANY DIE_h

TRANQUILITY OR SERENILY., WHE

'.siizaggggl UNTIL
(ROMANS 5 l)

HAS WELL SAID'
WE GET=RIGHT.”
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%LATIANS 5 14 @il
ToDAY 1S HER'S DA ﬂOR THE Bgr ﬁVER,

WE HAVE AN EARTHLY ANp ENLY FATHER HEN
THE DISCIPLES PRAYED IT WAS THE
PRAYER OF A BELIEVER AHD HIS PERSONAL RELATION-
SHIP TO Gon, SCRIPTURE MAKES A DISTINCTION
BETWEEN MAN'S NATURAL AND SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIP
70 Gop. IN _THE NATURAL SENSE, WE ARE ALL THE

oF GobD. cTs 1/:28 - BUT AS A
MATTER OF FACT ARE THE BIRDS AND ANIMALS OF
THIS PLANET!) MEN ARE ALREADY THE SONS OR
CHILDREN OF GoD,” THEN J COMMANDS US TO
BECOME—$9 |  GALATIANS 3:26
STATES: 4
EAITH IN (HRIST .ESUS., AUL SPOKE OF OUR
iwuBJIuAL_gELAILQNSHLP"To Gop AS MANIFESTED IN
THE TERMS (RoMans=8.:15)
Topay, LET'U§‘E¥KMTNE‘SEVERAu¢ﬁ§%-nlfHICH SPEAK
OF THE FATHER'S RELATIONSHIP TO MANKIND,

I. THE FATHER SPEAKS - HeBrews 1:1

GoD SPOKE TO ANDHEME. HE SPOKE TO
HE SpPoKE TO : POKE TO AND
M. FROM THE PATRIAGHS TO THE PROPHET
0D - THE PERSONAL EEING - HAS COMMUNICATED TO
'~ MANKIND. HE DOES NOT NOW SPEAK TO MEN BY-DIREGT
 REVELATION BUT THROUGH THE%%LQN,
~. WE—GALL-THE BIBLE. FOR THOSE WHO SAY GOD
) ~ APPEARED TO THEM, SROKE TO THEM - THE FOLLOWING
-~ éﬁbeﬁé?TON ~ CHANGE YOUR MEDICATION! COMMENT
REGARDING THE MAN WHO APPEARED AT ON'S

CHURCH ONE SUNDAY EVENING DECLARING THAT GOD
TOLD HIM TO COME THERE AND SPEAK THAT NIGHT.

PURGEON FOUND IT STRANGE BECAUSEIHE S GoDp
.uﬁ?[r!iity 'oﬁ%%%éﬁé;g%ﬁgg‘

i




20:1 FF) GoD HAS THE RIGHT TO DIR
WITHOUT CONSULTING ANYONE AND WHAT

™ DOES IS ALWAYS RIGHT. HE NEEDS NO OTWER
SUPPORT. [|HE FACT THAT HE SAYS IT MAKES IT
TRUE AND CORRECT, COMMENT REGARDING
WHEN_HE SAID -

MOUTH, NO LIP,

S ARE_GA
3

: —_—————————-—n_
= - RBOOK-—71

\ P HAS EVER
WRITTEN AND IT IS THROUGH IT AND THE MINISTRY OF
THE SPIRIT OF GOD THAT GOD SPEAKS TO MEN,

IT. THE FATHER SAVES - IsA1AH 45:22, Jeeme0:
7 ng§$§;_ brd hrar s Grah edillan |

JONAH WAS CORRECT WHEN HE SAID - “SALVATION
1S OF THE LorD.” (JonAH 2:9) TH PHASIS IN
THE SAIAH PASSAGE IS ON THE WOR IT1s A

EY THE FOOLISHNES

- OD. ..WHO HATH HND CALLED
US WL A-HOLY CALLING: \ ¢

.+« «WE TRUST IN THE LIVING Gob,
SPECIALLY OF THOSE THAT

BEL )  WHEN THE WORD SAVED
APPEARS IN THE BIBLE ESPECIALLY IN THE NEW
TESTAMENT THE EMPHASIS IS ON THE SAVIORHOOD OF
JESUS. HOWEVER, THE WORD S00Z00 MAY REFER TO
BOTH AND DELTYERANCE .

~ CoMm Ere THE
EMPHASIS ON THE BIBLE 15 ON PERSONAL SALVATION,
FOMANS 10:9, 13, EPHESIANS 2:8, IMOT ::fg,

e
.... ——i®

re EBREWS /:25,

L e
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[1T. THE FATHER SEALS - JoHN 6:27

IN ANCIENT TIMES, A STAMP OR A SIGNET RING
WERE WAYS OF SEALING SOMETHING. IN A

TIMES 1T WAS NOT TH BUT T

GAVE DOCUMENTS

. |HE SEAL WAS FIXED
ON CLAY AND THE CLAY ATTACHED TO THE DOCUMENT.
THE DOCUMENT MAY HAVE LONG SINCE PERISHED BUT
S SEALED BY
= LHIM WAS TO

- m«-m‘ier“ TQ BECE_I VE

THE SANCTIFIES AND SENDS - Jonn 10:

(His misSrom —
(Lk17:/0)
SINCE BOTH WORDS BEGINNING WITH S APPEAR IN
A SINGLE VERSE WE WILL PUT THEM TOGETHER. IN
3HE PREVIOUS VERSES, A REFERENCE IS MADE TQ

NTS OR REPRESENTATIVES
ACTING FOR GOD ARE REFERRED TO AS GODS, THEN WHY
SHOULD JESUS' CRITICS BE UPSET OR SURPRISED WHEN
HE REFERRED TO HIMSELF AS THE oD? WHY
SHOULD THEY QUESTION HIS CLAIMS WHEN HE WAS
VASTLY SUPERIOR TO THEM? [HERE WERE MENY JUDGES
IN ISRAEL - DIVINELY APPOINTIED - BUT ONLY

COULD BE THE TED MESSIAH, SENT BY THE
FATHER _AND : HAﬂ ﬁUTﬁ'ﬂENTED AND REJECTED
Him. THE JUDGES SPOKE GOD’S APPOINTED WORD,
JESUS WAS GOD'SN\APPOINTED SoN.



5 3 HE _eighs Hs weld As
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V. THE FATHER SEES - MATTHEws 6:4, I THESS.

l:j LW(L|“P+@N°‘ S_.g £ FG;'/:NG)

7~ 1o oure M S¢ 4 .f'./
AND

GOD ~SEES" EVERYONE
SING THEY DO, IN / "THIS IS CALLED

SCTENery Iy [[ CuponterES THEE THE SCRIPTURE

10 BRING AID AND COMFORT 10 THOSE WHOSE HEARTS

L

GOD"S SCRUTINY IS WORLD-

WIDE. HE SIMPLY SEES . |HERE IS A

SENSE IN WHICH WE ARE IN TH

ANOTHER WAY TO SAY IT IS THAT WE~
Y

R THOUGHTS.

§¢1\ _ARE [ OYAl TO HIM....

- -... F

7

HE SEES OUR

DING L THINGS ARE
Bg_g OR EXPOSED . HE 1S THE ONE
TO WHOM WE ARE ACCOUNTARBIE, ANSWFRARLE AND

.~ REQUIRED TO EXPLAIN OUR BEHAVIOR. BY THE WAY,

THE WORD g@b! IN THE TEXT IS NOT IN THE BEST
MANUSCRIPTS.

NE 1S NOT ALWAYS PUBLICALLY
REWARDER FOR-PRIVATE-PLETY UT ONE TS ALWAYS
REWARDEDY Tiov (5.3 18 vpys oy e bk gl

VI, THE FATHER SEEKS - Joun 4:23

SUBJECT IN THE CONTEXT IS WORSHIP.
IS DIFFICULT T NE BUT INHERENT IN

SGNORANT WORSHIP - 17:
WORSHIP. (JoHN 4:19-24)

GENUINE'WO 1S NOT ENTERTAINMENT OR ESCAPISM

BUT RATHER ENLIG T WITH REEERENCE TO THE

~» PERSON OF GOD. E%) ‘.m HAS
GIVEN AN INTERESTING DEFINITION TO WOR AS
BEST WE CAN WHEN HE SAYS “WORSHIR._IS THE

AND_SAYS AND DOES,
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THIS RESPONSE HAS ITS MYSTICAL SIDE IN SUBJECTIVE

EXPERIENCE, AND ITS PRACTICAL SIDE IN OBJECTIVE
OBEDIENCE TO Gop’s REVEALED TRUTH. [T IS A

~ ?EEING RESPONSE\ THAT IS BALANCED BY THE FEAR OF

I'NS A DEEPENING RESPONSE AS THE

BELIEVER COMES TO OW GOD BETTER.' E REFER T0
CERTAIN SERVICES AS RSHIP SERVICES. IT 1S

POSSIBLE TO HAVE THE .RIIUAL_RIGHT,

R LGHTE , MWT AND STILL ww_ﬁgnl
JESUS DESCRIBED SUCH A CONDITION WHEN HE SAI
"THIS PEOPLE DRAWETH NIGH UNTQO ME WITH THFIR

—HESERT IS FAR FROM MF, HiiATTHEW ngj
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GOD THE FATHER IS NOT A GODFATHER

EpHESIANS 1:17

HE WOR DOES NOT REFER TO GOD THE
‘ATHER ANY MORE THAN_GO REFERS TO A
HILD OF Gop! A GODFATHER IS A MAN WHO
‘PONSORS A CHILD AT BAPTISM OR CONFIRMATION
)R THE TERM MAY REFER TO AN UNDERWORLD CRIME —

30SS - NONE OF WHICH HAVE ANY REFERENCE TO
Gop. GOD THE FATHER IS FAR MORE THAN A

H1S
—CHILDREN. "ﬁ 5%%%%& I?é%%T,i FATHER UNTIL HE
Gop 1S THE (GOD)OF ALL MEN BUT

HAS CHILDREN.

o8- THis TS AUSQ Teuc or 2 = 17 REFERS ,_"
HE 1s THE“IIII'

0 HO BECOME HIS CHILDREN OR sows :

F THOS
SPIRITUA&ZBIRTH THRQUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.
N 1

— (JoH GAL. 3:26) SIMPLY STATED, (GOD

™ __Is THE Gop OF ALL MEN Q‘T THE FATHER OF Tt
HO KNOW UHRIST, wAS. A MAT OF_FA a@ ALL
MEN WERE THE SONS OF GOD, LoV
JESUS CHRIST, THE EPREME OBJECT OF Gon .
AFFECTION., [N THE EPHESIAN EPISTLE, GOD, AS™

FAJQEE [S MENTLONED Iy‘;VE‘EijAPTERA‘S :
[. GOD THE FATHER HAS BLESSED U faEPH.

CHRISTIANS TEND TO MEASURE BLESSINGS BY THE
SAME YARDSTICK AS NON-CHRISTIANS. FOR EXAMPLE,

GOOD HEALTH, FAMILY, FRIENDS, SECURITY
THE THINGS WE COUNT AS BLESSINGST

ARE
JON:
i E_SAY
SSED” IF WE HAVE CERTAIN MATER bl

7~

~AM_.BLE
RESOURCES AND BENEEICIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. PAUL
MEASURED BLESSINGS NOT (ON)EARTH BUT IN THE
HEAVENLIES. [HE ONLY WAY ONE" MAY KNOW OF

HIS SPIRITUAL BENEFITS IS TO READ THE BIBLE.

oyl Lastllies “ N,;" 1A
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IN THE TEXT IS THE WORD .PROSAGOOGAN. [T WAS
USED TO DESCRIBE.AN OFFICIAL IN ORIENTAL
COURTS WHOSE RESPONSIBILITY WAS TO INTRODUCE
PEOPLE WHO WERE QUALIFIED FOR AN AUDIENCE
WITH THE KING, IT IMPLIES RIGHT OF_INTRO-
DUCTION AND APPROACHj (CoMMENT OoN TAD LINCOLN
AND OUR ACCESS ROAD.

i deer

I11. GOD THE FATHER IS WORTHY OF WORSHIP -

Ep. 3:14
THIS POINT IN THE OUTLINE SOUNDS LIKE A SILLY
STATEME RELY WE KNOW THAT GOD IS WORTHY
OF OURTWORSHIP)BUT NOT ALL PEOPLE_KNOW OR
PRACTIC BIBLE INJUNCTION. FOR EXAMPLE,
WE CALL THIS SERVICE A.WORSHIR,SERVIC YETH\r
SOME MAY BE PRESENT YET AFTER

PAUL_WAS CONVERTED. TO ( WENT FROM

PRIDE TO PROSTRATION. IN THE
TEXT IS A REFERENCE TO KNEELING TN-PRAYER, IT

SUGGESTING REPEATED
] BEFORE (GOD WAS ONE
TON OF HEART AND LIFE TO HIM,

IS IN THE PRES
ACTLgy. PAUL
SUBMISS

NHAT IS INTERESTING ABOUT THE WORD IS THAT
THE JEW’S ORDINARY WAY OF PRAYER WAS _STAN
wITH UPLIFTED ARMS AND PALMS HEAVEN
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EXPERIENCE -HAS BEEN SUBSTITUTED FOR
EXPOSITION. MANY CHURCH_LE&

TO
SUCH AN EXTENT THAT PRE CROWD OUT

THE _PRIMARY..ASPECT OF WORSHIP. SINCE THE
BOOK OF ﬁCTs, THE=RULBLT HAS BEEN THE CENTER

OF THE CHURCH'S TEACHING MINISTRY, WHEN IT
ERODES, APOSTASY IS NEAR. SOMEQONE HAS WELL
SAID IN THE AREA OF WORSHIP: "WHAT THE HEART
R ER KOl SSES €7~ )

R. WIERSBE HAS WRITTEN A NEW BOOK ON WORSHIP
AND IF YOU CAN SECURE A COPY OF BAXTER'S
RETHINKING OUR PRIORITIES”, PLEASE READ THE
CHAPTER ON PuBLIC WORSHIP - IT's A cLAssIC!

IV. GOD THE FATHER IS GOD OVER ALL - EPH. 4:6
HERE ARE TWO KEY WORDS IN THE TEXT, 6E9AND
THERE IS A ONENESS THAT_SHOULD

CHARACTERIZE ALL BELIEVERS. THE PHRASE
~EATHER OF ALL" 1S A REFERENCE TO THE FATHER
OF ALL -BELIEVERS —RA
JRELIGION HASZ] ONE_TRUE
i THE GOD OF L) (MEN) 2+ 10
_EVEN IN RELCTGIBN ENJOYS_EXCLIS:

» D A | DR
Lﬂ'”.‘.,-?/:j,l‘ép". "T- = I 4 10 “‘. -‘iﬁ":
al

N HERE ARE THREE GREEK PREPOSITIO
NOFOBVIOUS IN THE ENGLISH TEXT. THE WORD
MEANS QVER) THAT IS GOD IS ABOYF ALL.,
WROD IAJ) MEANS GOD IS THROUGH OR
ING THROOGH BELIEVERS. [HE PREPOSITION
g:ﬁg REFERS TO GOD"S INDWELLING ALL BELIEVERS.
VERSE REMINDS US THAT DOD 1S IN CONTROL,

THE_CHANNEL OF HIS OPERATION IS THROUGH ~
BELIEVERS, AND HE INDWELLS HIS OWN. THIS

IS GOD'S_WORLD - MAN BOESN'T OWN ONE BIT
~ OF IT! DEATH SETTLES THAT IDEA.




A .
_5_ AW ;]’
£~ G Golrany -

:q}—i%l::ﬁ\ X
V. GOD THE FATHER AND GIVING OF THANKS
— EpH, 5:20

THIS VERSE TEACHES THAT VERY DAY 1S THANKS-
VING DAY. FOR CHRISTI OUR

AND A MARK OF SPIRIT FILLING TO

. WE ARE INDEBTED TO GOD WITH
FOUR IDEAS ABOUT THANKSGIVING:

\

(! i |
sy (1) ALwAYs
AN —

THANKSGIVING IS ALWAYS APPROPRIATE NO MATTER
WHERE WE ARE OR IN WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES.,

(2) FoOR ALL THINGS

‘£HRISD$IQM WAS ASKED IF WE CQULD GIVE THANKS
His ANSWER WAS , "YES, BE THANKFUL
. WE ARE NOT_THERE OR GOING TO BE AND FOR THE
WARNING GOD SENT US THAT TURNED US FROM THAT
DIRECTION,"

(3)  Unto Gob

GOD IS A~SOQURCE OF BLESSING AND THE -OBJECT
OF OUR THANKSGIVING.

(4) IN THE NAME OF CHRIST

CHRIST IS THE )OF ALL BLESSING. THIS
VERSE IS IN A HOME—ONTEXT AND WOULD REVEAL

THAT THE REAL TEST OF A THANKFUL HEART IS
IN THE PLACE WHERE WE LIVE.

VI. GOD THE FATHER AND FOUR BLOCKBUSTER
™ BLESSINGS - EpH. 6:23-24
SOMEONE HAS CHARACTERIZED THE CONCLUDING
BLESSINGS OF THIS BOOK. AS THEY RELATE TO

Gop THE FATHER As P.L.F.G. THIs 1s PauL’s
GREAT VALEDICTORY PRAYER. (HIS FAREWELL )

A )
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HE CONCLUDES WHERE HE BEGAN WITH GOD’'S RICHES
AND BLESSING TO US.

(1) PEACE - PEACE FOR THE BELIEVER IS BOTH

WITH AND FROM GoD.

) LOVE WITH FAITH - THESE TWO BLESSINGS
. 1ST BECAUSE LOVE ACCOMPANIES GENUINE
Sﬁ%;!, IT IS THE FRUIT OF TRUE FAITH - THEY
GO TOGETHER.

(3) GRACE - THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF DIFFERENT
KINDS OF GRACE BUT THE CHRISTIAN LIFE BEGINS
ITH GRACE THAT SAVES., (EpH, 2:8-9)

o

Y

£/
D U e

d

oy

Fmee
e el prave_ X rest rest
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As A MATTER OF FACT, VERY FEW BELIEVERS SPEAK
)F THEIR/SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN CHRIST. [HIS
SHAPTER/REMINDS US OF OUR_SPIRITUAL ADDRESS -
“IN CHRIST.” THE BELIEVER HAS BEEN CHOSEN,
“PREDESTINED, ADOPTED AND ACCEPTED IN CHR IST.
THE TERM BLESSED MEANS "TO SPEAK WELL OF”
AND IN RECOUNTING HIS SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS,
PAUL SPEAKS WELL OF THE GOD WHO HAS BLESSED
HIM., (RELATE PERSONAL TESTIMONY OF PARENTAL
DRUNKENNESS, DIVORCE, MARITAL_M Y .
CHRISF—GHANGED ALL OF THAT. {E WAS OUT,
THE @1BLEDIN, FroM 1948 _on WESCOULD. SAY
THAT GOD HAD BLESS

I1. GOD THE FATHER HAS GIVEN“USLACCESS T0
HIMSELE - Ep. 2:18

O PEERLENH SOETEYY v e

OR ECONOMICS. IN THAT REGARDkk
NOT FULLY CHANGED, £ TEMPLE
BARRIERS. A CASUAL READING OF i
TESTAMENT REVEALS ONLY..la
BY P . IMES O
P YEAR. ﬁOWHERE WAS THIS BARRIER MORE. APPARENT
e THAN THE DISTANCE BETWEEN JEWS AND GENTILES.

e WE ALL KNOW FROM EXPERIENCE THAT THERE ARE
7 ¢t SOME PLACES WHERE WE ARE -NOF=MWELCOME, OUT

< OF PLACE, U AND . THE
—<  SIGN ON THE DOOR sg?s :§%%¥i%¥§; s Gop’s
CHILDREN, WE HAVE RIGH OACH OR
ACCESS TO GoD. WE ARE NOT ALIENS BUT SONS,
MEMBERS OF HISs HouseHoLD. WE CRY ABBA, FATHER

BECAUSE WE ARE HIS sonNs, Gobp’s IS
ALWAYS TO US, HLﬁﬁ Igﬁg BUSY !
(RELAT HNIQUE OF CALLING PLEASE?"
- HE's NOoT IN!”) THE WORD ACCESS

“Aecess Qoo Ao YA
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" A FAITHFUL FATHER"
Gen. 22

On this father's day just two things about my own
father before we get to the lesson. I know of no man
whom I respect more than my father--for many reasons but
two or three stand out (1) A man and not a sissy (2) a
Christian and loves the Christ of God,

~ Picture in your mind those anxious years when Abraham
and Parah had no son. God had promised a son but as the

years slipped by they grew older until finally the time of

childbearing had passed and no son! .l\lnn_tb.a*mm_t.aa_ald,
<had Yod made a mistake? “ut finally (21:1-3) a son was
born in their old age--a miracle of the Lord——what rejoicing

there must have been in the tent$ that day.

Abraham surely loved this little lad and as he watched
Isaac grow the thoughts of all the promised blessing of
God was to rest upon the seed of Abraham thru this son.

Abraham had often watched the heathen in his native
country sacrifice their young to their_gods in ignorance.
How good it was to serve a God who did not require such
things. Then one day the Lord called to Abraham once again,

Introduction to the section: Verse 1
"tempt" does not mean to tempt with evil for God cannot do
this according to James 1:13. This word tempt is used in

other places to denote "proving" or putting something to

~the test. Ex, 15:25 and 1 Sam.17:39 God was not testing

Abraham to see if he would fall, for God knew Abraham, the
test was for Abrehem!s-bemefit that he might be strengthened
in his faith and tiust in the Lord--hence a better servant
of the Lord. He would know that God was supreme in his life.

Now God calls Abraham again--- Abraham recognized the
voice, (Never.resach.a. i ing,
Abraham-had-heard-that-veiece-befere: Ur, Lot, Ishmael.

I. THE CALL WAS CLEAR AS TO THE PERSONS INVOLVED—-v,1- 2
K. "Abraham"...lsaach
1. God always calls us by name, and it is personal.
Our God is like thate-aw ationshi
a. Moses—Ex,3:4 "Here am I" ™ © —alval o,
b. Samuel-- 1 Sam.3:4 "Here am I"
c. Isaiah-- Isa, 6:6 "Here am I; send me"
de_Paul--"Lord what wilt thou have me to do"
%« God never gets mixed up in His calling, My task
is not like yours--the pack alwayy fits the back.

By




{ II. THgIQALL WAS CLEAR AS TO THE PLACE INVOLVED=—-
\ A, "the land of koriah...one of the mountains"
|

V! 1l. Not known exactly where, but has been suggested
' that the " " recaived its name from the
“mount.“ on which the temple was built.

“t is_not beyond

~the_realm of possibility that
this was the very mnnft at least generally
speaking, where the “ord died.

R. God's call is always to speeific. 4t is not
always known immediately but it is revealed.
cf. Yonah=-Cod called him to a job and to a

specific city. ( Grest consolation to men
who have broken with apostate groups)
"l wi1l tell thee of"
For those who seek to know God's will-=God never
Jleaves them in the dark, They may not see all
the details but enough to act upon.
"rose up and went to the place of which Yod had
told himee.

III. THE CALL WAS NOT CLEAR AS TO THE PURPOSE
K. This was the only thing that wa
B. Notice Abraham's reactionsy 7%40¢# '~ Fasity: saiLy
ey 1. He did not ask H"‘Ehe/Lord did this?
- The fact that God had Spoken was enough.
| ##Dad use to say=-Don't ask me why, just od it!
Abrahma ask for ng explanations.
2. Abraham did not consider any sacrifice too gemt
for the Lord. Leves Devorp 'o"'m-E %453:5 o Swekisice

C. God does not always tell us ghy. He simply asks us

JLike Abraham to trust him and obey., The explanations
will come when the battle is over! (Generals do not

take time during the battle to explain to every
soldier why he is doing as he does—after the victory
the explanation will be obvious to all'.)

D, God's purpose for the believer is always for our

goed and His glemy. Rom. 8:28

Iv. THE CALL WAS CLEAR AS TO THE PROVISION INVOLVED--v.2&8
K. Woffer h:Lm there for "a burnt offering."
B n
Ve can always count on this., <t never fails,..—f
i ) but He will
providel Generd principle--~Phil., 4:19
P Salvation? A prophetic statement--John 1:29
| ; 1. Our memory is short--we like Israel farget the
{ provision of the Lord, :

V. THE CAILL WAS CLEAR AS TO THE PROCEDURE INVOLVED
K. WofTer™
B, "altar"==v,9




The altar a symbol in Abrahams life.
12:7--land

13:8=~}and and seed

22==350n

C. An Act of Dedication:

l. On this altar Abraham's_dearest-pessession.
"fhen Abraham picked up the knife, it was just as

if the boy were already dead as far as he was con-
cerned.

2. cf, Hebrews 11:17=19
T eiwd ] b thi in life to-Gad,
we_cannot loose them—-the only safe
safe keeping

VI. THERE IS ANOTHER PICTURE BEHIND THE SCENES

A, Notice the parallel to a New Testament scene:

1. .A.father who has a beloved sone-Jn. 3:18
Re.A _father willing to offer his son as a sac-
rifice. A burnt offering 2 Cor, 5:21, Rom. 5:8
3. A son completely obedient to his father--Phil, 2
4..A son offered in.our stead.
Here is where the picture changes. Look yonder at
Clavary, the Son is on the Cross where is the ram=-
there 5 none--¢ is the sacrifice.
How does this effect me??
1. The Bible says_Christ diéd for you—in your place.
2. The Bible says or asks you to do something about
it=——receive Christ as your personal Saviour.
How?7?7




" A FATHER'S SONY
Lk, 15:11-2]

ﬂ Jesus used.stories to tesch eternal truth and none is more

\ widely known and loved than that of the prodigal son. When
I suggested to my wife that I was going to depart from our
series in Exodus for a Father's lay message---she reminded me
that Biliy Graham had used this recently on T.V. However,
this was just the last one/third--more than that it was of
some satisfaction to read that Moody preached from this text
some 2000 times! We shall not wear it out! (dearers maybel)

Portions tiis dear to the hearts.of the saints usually

have some jnteresting, lumorous events atiached to them, one
I have appreciated about this one is the story of a Sunday

School teacher trying to teach a class of Junior boys--"Who
was sorry when the prodigal son returned--- "The fatted calf®

I. DEMAND--v,12 "give me"
There was a_dJewish _custom that the Father of a family
could bestow his estate on his heirs in one of two ways:
1. Lump sum
2. Little by little over period of time.
The firstborn received a_double portion. The younger re-

ceived oneftndrd of all movalbe property.

ﬁ This boy was pesd : : of a
) Christian home. Though it was a home of means and comfort,

it was a home witw (Devil's chief tricke—-—
restrictions are bad--iden.

This boy did not know the blessing of the home he was in.

l. The Father a.good.pravider.
2. The Father ggber.

3. *h e Father Jloved him.
Let us imagine some reasons why he wanted to get aways i
l, Disliked the pamigme--longed for extitement. Berd T e,
2. Disliked the gdiggipling—~ "Son as long as you eat at my
table and sleep under my roof-—you will obey mel)
P.Uisliked the
This was too much. Church all the time, Grace at the
table. FPreachers for dinner. Dad reading tne bible.
How old=fashion and corny can you bel

IT. DEPARTURE--v.13

1. "not many days after"--stayed around for a few days
to lend respectability to his manner.

m 2. "gathered all"

» philosophy.
Held nothing back. . f) /
‘ 3. "far country"__  ~/. £... S¢ g sm Uanae 7Lf-5fr'~ .

(i}

Sel far from home. Problem: W.
| Folk Iike to drive to another Lown where no nown

k and there commit thier evil deeds.



™

(I have knorw a few men like this,
mother last letter j

His

Francis Holly.

III. BEBAUCHERY--v,13b-16

In these verses there are two words which characterize
this boys sin-—"wasted" andgant"

A. Wasted

This word means to "scatter abroad! in every direction,

Lo throw away without regard, and easy come easy go

idea.

1, Wasted His I "spent all®
T - ;

.(Jody Stadler--
his literally drunk up thousands of dollars.
In and out of half a dozen schools. Married the
daughter of a former state governore...living off
the taxpayers??)

2. Wasted his
Time is a very precious thing. Jg ObdyeRasSSetall

—life-ouce, Some who want to sewsmildseats do not

remember that we.nusi.reap-eNerjone-wWessSal .
Gal, 627 ¢Dad with tears in his eyes—--years I
wasted for the Devil-=-grain to the Devil——throw
God the cobbl

3. Wasted ’I_M Lent

Years he could have served the Lord—living in sin,

destroying years from life span.

stNails in a board.escars rtemain. Scars of sine

B. Wanb

This word "want" is very interesting. It means to
"lack¥ UuEd reg:rding the kich Young Huler..
1 I yet"...une thing thou lackest.

Jn. 2:3--"When they wanted wine,..lit. wine had failed

Rom. 3:23-="Come short"
He had come out on the short end.

Pri ncigle:

The famine will follow.,
WM&QS-W
ol a houey iife of usefulness

ile::-ene..xmn:_nf_t.hnu.l..
Things cannot satisfy the heart. Psa. 2331
l. "no man gave unto him"

Heb. 11:25 '"seasonal™

The far country is.amsidanger.te.grace. Fine when

you have money but not for the poor.

Wher were his friends now? Where were the
mercnants who took it?
Satensawhardsbasiomaster! (loung wuman in hosp-
al old beyond years—-alcholol,

When a fellow is broke, hungry, disapy poftnted, far away—his
thoughts turn to HUME.




IV.DELIBERATION=-Vel7

Beside himsel f to get away

ﬁ w}f for leaving

V.

VI.

Lameaha ninsclf...He began to ﬂ of his condition
and that he d;Ld not have to remain so. (If men would
sit down and think about eternity--flee to Christ.

W---wvr

iversions.io.keep.ds. Lron
Amusement , entertaimment,...anything to take
our minds off Gode
Memory of youth began to haant him.

DECISION--v,18

"I will",..go will never save until you say this.
"] won't..is what we say when we reject the claim of Christ,

Ihis was repentance.

Unce it was "give me" now its "make me"
DELI VERANCE~=ve20=-22

"He arose and came..Matt. 11328
Scenesssfather did not say "I told you so.
"What do you wante.
rtobe-— =Rreper covering for a son. #ighteousness
fing— honor and affectiones.
Shoes —-sonshipe..slaves went barefoot.
Calf-— a festive occasion.

VII. DELIuliT==v, 23=-2L

No feeling of

f guilt...blessing..joy
EVERYTLING HE HAD BEEN LOOKING FOR IN LIFE HE FUUND
IN IS FATHER'S HOUSE.

Hilltop--both are dead.

(L,f‘a,,
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