RoBERT K. SPRADLING TEMBER 11, 1994

"~ WHOM siHALL I FEAR?

“‘fﬁ 4LE§:L PSALM 2 x [ i
l) D‘mﬁ"‘li gFL”% =g Y INC ‘: ™ T
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THIs PSALM WAS THE BASIS FOR MY FIRST
E BCC 1n 1968, HOWEVER, BEFORE THAT
‘D FOR THE SENIOR CLASS SERMON IN

ESTS SAT ALL OF MY SEMINARY PROFESSORS
NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH wAs DrR. JOHN OMBE

AND DR. ALvA J. McCLAIN = THE TWO
MEN | HAVE EVER KNOWN. %] WAS SPEAKING ABouff

NOT BEING MRawEWHILE [ WAS PARALYZED WITH
FEAR! IN THE BACK OF MY MIND WAS THE HOPE
THAT 1 DID NOT REPEAT, WHAT A FELLOW SEMINARIAN

E%g e HAD DONE IN CHAPEL WHEN HE.SIMPLY EAINIED
R( N: hOWEVER, [ LEARNED A yALuABLE

P VED "1 REA! T HAT
"IN EXPEPIENCE WAS NOT UNIQUE. qa_
P HAS WRITTEN A BooK ENTITLED FEEL No
& 1T EMBODIES HIS PHILOSOPHY GIVEN TO

Y HIS GYMNASTIC STUDENTS. HowEVER, IN THAT
BOOK HE TALKS ABOUT- MANY--OF ~GREATEST

| LFEARS!. HUNDREDS OF YEARS AGO, LONG BEFORE
PTERMS LIKE PSYCHOLQGY. AND PHOBIAS WERE KNOWN

@ T0 MEN, DAVID DISCOVERED. ET LIVING
Sk INIRE IN THIS BSAL , HE

—L _SHARES SOME OF THOSE SECRETS.
_Tees 1. ENEMIES - VERSES 1-3  (Fos:

DAVID'S LIFE WAS NOT FREE FROM TROUBLE IN
THE MIDST OF TROUBLE HE REMAINED TRANQUIL.

P EviL neesEn DAVID'S LIFE BUT IT DID NOT |
DEVOUR HIM., LET ME MENTION THREE OF DAVID'S
BIG ENEMIES:

(1) GorLiATH - [ SamueL 17

THE PHILISTINES WERE AN ANCIENT WAR-L
_WAR-L OVING. PEOPLE WHO WERE SKILLCFUL AND
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SUCCESSFUL IN THE TACTIC OF 'GORILLA WARFARE,
THEY WOULD SIEZE A FORTIFIED POSITION, AND FROM
THERE SEND OUT BANDS OF ROVING *MARAUDERS
TO PLUNDER, STEAL AND KILL UNSUSPECTING

PEOPLE. GOLIATH WAS THE No. 1 /["WAR MACHINE”
IN THE ‘PHILISTINE “NAL AND ﬁﬁziﬁgffﬂzzzﬁ
HE=EELEE—-NEVER..TO R AGAIN. HUMANLY
SPEAKING, THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY MNO'WAY A SLIGHT

SHEPHERD BOY, COULD PREVAIL OVER APROEESSIONAL
SQILDIER. THE SIZE OF GOLIATH - BUT HE .DID!

(2) m - “.{_..JA:“IIQ{,, /O’ ,A"g,pf,l, "::-:.:.-";5 e ey x
AFTER THE DEFEAT OF GOLIATH, SAUL WAS FRIENDLY
T0 DAVID BUT THAT FRIENDSHIP ENDED THE DAY
SAUL AND DAVID RETURNED FROM BATTLE AND SAUL
"HEARD A VICTORY CHANT THE WOMEN SENG=AS THE
RETURNING- TROOPS ENTERED THE GATES OF THE - _
CITY. SAUL, A VERY , SELEISH, A

SICK-MAN NEVER RECOVERED, FROM -
THAT DAY FORWARD HE PLOTTED AND«SGHEMED AND
USED EVERY MEANS AT HIS DISPOSAL TO KILL DAvVID
BUT IN ALL OF IT, HE FAILED MISERABLY AND
DIED THAT WAY. ( / ,spr;/_?;)

(3) ABSALOM

DURING THE YEARS OF DAVID'S WANDERING, HE
BROUGHT BACK FRQM HIS RAIDS THE DAUGHTER OF
THE KING OF GESHUR. A WILD AND UNHIBITED
WOMAN, SHE BECAME T [

BY THE TIME THIS BOY HAD GROWN, DAVID HAD
GROWN OLD. MUCH OF THE EXCITEMENT AND COLOR
OF DAVID'S EARLY LIFE HAD BEEN FORGOTTEN.
THE STRATIVE AFFAIRS OF HIS KINGDOM
WERE IN DISARRAY. BECAME MQODY AND~BIS-
IN PUBLIC AND POLITICAL RESPONSI-
BILITY. UNE OF THE LEGAL ASPECTS OF HIS LIFE
WAS TO HEAR THE GCOMPLAINES OR APREALS., OF HIS
SUBJECTS., WHEN DAVID FAILED TO DISCHARGE

Caz&-w-.//'.'/‘/‘)
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THIS RESPONSIBILINTY, ABSALOM SIEZED THE

OPPORTUNITY TO PRQMOTE HIMSELF. HE WAS
P HANDSOME AND HAD A FOR PUBLIC LIFE.
HE PROMISED THE PEOPLE A MORE LIBERAL, CARING

HIS FATHER. ABSALOM’S

- TO STUDENTS OF SCRIPTURE.,

?k,T WAS THE UEALOUSY OF SAUL OR THE
SAMBITION OF ABSALOM, GOD SAW FIT

IVER._ DA FROM ALL OF _HIS ENEMIES -
NPPLICATIOR @ YOU AND |
UL I MIE q:fACE US ARE

*THERE A e1et WHY SHOULD
"WE WORRY AND LOSE SLEE& OVER EITHER PEOPLE OR
CIRCUMSTANCE ?  WE WOULD DO WELL TO LEAVE OUR

—allE tONTRAST THE WORD ABOV g AND THE WORD
pBowr. IN THESE VERSES THERE ARE THREE MAJOR
IDEAS: L=

® (1) WHAT TO- VERSE l} -

THE BELIEVER WOULD DO WELL TO BECOME A_"ONE

gggh WAS A0 PERSON .
{BHIL. 5 i% 14) ONTRAST, JESUS SAID TO

MARTHA: "“MARTHA, MARTHA, THOU ART CAREFUL
AND TROUBLED ABOUT MAHx_IHlNﬁs: BUT..ONE
THING IS NEEDFUL AND MARY HATH CHOSEN THAT
GOOD PART WHICH SHAL% NOT BE TAKEN AWAY FROM

P HER.” (Luke 10:41-42) As IN uﬁFﬁFF:s CASE,

THE VERSE BEFORE US INVOLVES NOR S A
PRIORITY.
LIKE MANY OTHERS, LOOKED UPONW ORSHlE A f




(1) Seed ee 1 3
g 5

® (2) WHERE We SiTt - VERSE 5

e THE ING TACTIC WAS VERY EFFECTIVE AGAINST

; SauL’, LW—TAT I W;HEN SAUL WOULD HAVE KILLED
DAVID, HE SIMPLY COULDN'T FIGHT HIM. SAUL
COULD NOT ELGHIL WHAT HE COULD NOT EinD!

IN A DAY Q AND_TROUBLEMAKERS, GOD

URING THOSE DAYS OF QBSCURITY, DAVID TURNED

HEM INTO QBEQRI”N*Ix,FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH
A\ND_DEVELOPMENT HERE WE SIT OFTEN BEFENDS
ON WHERE WE STAND. —_— Deranm:,

o (3) WHaT We SING - VERSE G g n&a&‘/

_DAVID LEARNED TO SING IN THE FACE OF RANEEB-
T (Acts 16:25) WHEN ONE LOOKS AT THIS ACTS
"PASSAGE EVERYTHING SEEMED TO BE WRONG ABOUT

THE PRAISE INVOLVED. IT WAS THE WRONG ‘TIME -
™ MIDNIGHT. IT WAS THE WRONG PEOPLE - PRISONERS

[T WAS THE WRONG PL. = JAIL. [T WAS THE

WRONG THEME - THEY OULD. HAVE SEEN SINGING

A SONG DEALING WITH PRISC UE!

EXALTED BELIEVER IS ONE WHO RECOGNIZES HIS

ROSITION AND FOCUSES st ATTENTION oniﬂgl

WHAT

THESEJVERSES SAY IS THAF;YOUR ATTITUDE
[DETERMINES YOUR ALTITUDE .’

ENTREATY - VErsEs 7-17 s

= YA f;f‘l-‘-k ]é-3 L.

THE VERY WORDS ﬂﬁ%""f SUGGEST

NN THE TEXT S NOT REFERRING
BUT RATHER A_CRYING OUT OR

1748 -THE PICTUREﬂOF
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V. EXPECTATTUN—‘—VERSES | 4
THE WORD gziﬁiﬁip IN ITALICS BUT THE IDEA
TAINLY HERE.
' PERIENCE HFRF IN_THE J_AIL].%.Q.S_Q.NE

CE
% FRIGHTENING X ERIE

. /-—: 3

TE IN THIS PASSAGE TO FAINTING IS TO
WAITING UNDER ANY
HISWJS NOT THE

(2= ;%N THE LORD.
2y MSTANCES T_EASY,
) | WAITING OF A ! OR A
e WAL NG 1§ NOT WASTED TIME.
(TSA IN THESE PASSAGES WE LEARN
RED BU E

{E YOUNG GIVE UP AND QUIT.
HE

OR

Lo
&$ASLLI. VEN
HE WAITING PROCESS—ENABLES THE CHRISTIAN
'T”LQ,HIS STRENGTH,
5 DESCRIBE A

@ TO GAIN AFRESH OR
RENEW MEANS 10
pee, [T 1% 5
NE_MAY CHANGE
HE WOBD
THE IDEA “I0.100K

I.‘-.
L]

~
{ A “-LM + [ CARR
ANSLATED IN THE L, DON'T
, WALT, IN THE HEBREw, THE WORD
N IS USED IN DIFFERENT WAYS. IT SUGGESTS
ICE. [T DEFINES
o [T

TO WAIT IN AMBUSH OR IN SERV
ESTHES S “’Wmﬂ VAR ;1!_1_ [
[T 1S THE CONCEN-

HE ATTITUDE OF T
LISTENINGSEAR AND A

IMPLIES A
im ﬂ"s“w‘w’ha
TRATION OF OUR SPIRITUAL FACULTIES ON
Him TO
'~-°mi;ﬂﬂ¥ﬂuﬂi

"‘-gi’ - AR
'HEAVENLY THINGS AND TO WAIT FOR
DIRECT, JHERE WAVE BEEN OCCA
Uil “ARS _WHEN 1 HA A
PN ! RF‘W ﬁE - 1 -"' N . OMMENT REGARDING
- YlBUILDING PROGRAM AND WAITING ON HIM.) THE
TEXT REMINDS US NOT TO BE IMPATIEN EVEN IN
ADVERSITY BECAUSE 0D IS NEVERLATE:
AND CONEIDENT; DON'T

ﬁéﬁﬁiﬁgﬁggg NOoT HIs :
THE PURPOSE OF DI~CI?L$NE :
(§§§> "T'M NOT . Ll



RoBerT K. SPrRADLING  SEPTEMBER 20, 1987

¢ | Heo P |

' ] \

% THESE ARE THEY
— [ CHroNICLES 12:1

DAVID WAS [SRAEL'SRGREATE --'_Kmew
CHAPTERS IN THE.BIBLE ARE DEVOT
LIFE. (CompARE 14 TO ABRAHAM, FOR 7
JOSEPH ) HE WAS_LQLQRE“L <CHARMING AND ’*EZ&

GN. l-" CORDS THE STORY OF
:DAvID'S MEN "WERE WILLING TO TAKE FOR
& DAVID WAS RESTRICTED BECAUSE OF
SAUL'S PURSUIT. ONE DAY HE STOOD LOOKING
BACK TOWARD HIS BOYHOOD HOME AND REMEMBERED
HOW REFRESHING THE WATER FROM A FAVORITE
WELL NEAR BETHLEHEM. THREE OF HIS MIGHIILEST
SOLDLERS OVERHEARWAND
UNDERTOOK A SECRE S "BEHIND
~~ PHILISTINE LINES, TO SECURE A VESSEL FULL
OF WATER FOR DAVID’'S PLEASURE. THE KING WAS

| ; AND BY THIS DEMONSTRATION
| 'OFHEQGEHQEB ?ﬁﬂ*@ THAT HE WOULD NOT DRINK
e THE WATER. IHW

In DEMONSTRATION OF TRUE KINGLY

TOO0.GREATL.
CHARAC ACRLELCE

WONDER HIS ME] TO FOLEOW HIM.
LET_US EXAMINE THOSE MEN WHO CAME TO DAVID
AT ZIKLAG AND HEBRON TO BE PART OF HIS ARMY.
mes IN OTHER WORDS, WE WILL BEMIEL

| BeEGINNING WITH 600_IN TR - S, THAT

NUMBER SWELLED To 339,600 WHEN DAVID WAS

NOT YEj YEARS OLD. NEVER IN ISRAEL'S

P HISTORY THERE BEEN A DISPLAY OF SO

MUCH MILITARY, MANPOWER AND SUCH NATIONAL
UNLTY.
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I. THEY WERE AVAILABLE - VERsE l

™ “THAT CAME TO DAVID.” THESE MEN BELIEVED
THAT THE EUTURE OF THE NATION RESTED NOT

i

ING, RECRUITING, OFFERING INCENTIVES, OR
DOING A SALES JOB ON THE MEN OF [SRAEL
TELLING THEM WHY THEY OUGHT TO ENLIST IN

HIS PROGRAM. THMMJ.B.M%
SOLICITATION, NO_PUSH FROM DAVID., (RELATE
= TRAI

EVN
AVID DID

| '«ﬁgA!ileH;‘ FrRoM Tlmﬁrﬁ;’i'1 g IEVERS
ke D TO CONSIDER THEIRYA AILABILI 0 AND
Uommsal FOR THE LORD. WE LIVE TN-A=S@ETETY WHERE

ﬂuQJffGREAI LENGTHS ARE TAKEN TO BE.
PN GREXANPEE » =LREENED

A :m,J_AY,--\TO ONE ANOTHE*;f_ . %o
= aBLE ! CIEPWE ARE NOT CAREFUL, s
el CIERSTIL l'VELlP THE SAME MENTALITY TOWARD

e | GQ,D,. AFTER ALL, MOST OF US BELIEVE WE ARE

sk '”EXTREMELY{?gﬂ;EEQELﬁ AND REALLY DON'T HAVE
& TIME FOR PERIPHERAL MATTERS AND SOMETIMES
Pt WE SAY IF INOTRSENSMWORE

fp-"  wouLD GET-A ZUS |
[ mMec gAY, "SORRYST TT™AVAILABLE TODAY.”

‘ SUPPOSE YOU AND I HAVE Agﬂ% THIS
WEEK AND NEED TO GET THR IN A
1 How wouLD YOUu FEEL IF YOU_RECEIVED

WHICH SAID.
EIS
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» PEOPLE coULD BREAK THROUGH

EABIELI.&UN&ﬁIBX
THE CROWD AND—LQUCH_HIM AND SOME DID.
Py THE LORD’S WORK,
' wE ARE ®SHAMED, EMBARRASSED,~CQERCED,
ED, PESTERED OR BEGGED. |HIS IS NOT
Gon S WAY. MWHEN ISA1AH SAW THE NEED
AND HEARD G SAID,

PLEASE NOTICE

L SH-ASSIGNHENT
HRTSTIAN LIFE, (COMMENT
B - PEOPLE WHO_ARE SAYING -

T WE ARE AVAILABLE FOR DUTY.) SUPPLEMENTAL
| INFORMATION: SEE WiLL1AM BARCLAY AUTO-
BIOGRAPHY, THE EEE oF C. I. ScoFIELI
™ PAGE 123) . ol G Friove AL

[T. THEY WERE ABLE - Verse 1, 8, 15
THESE MEN WERE SKILLFUL SOLDIERS:

(1) <MEGEEY - Verse 1

THIS WORD IN THE OLD JESTAMENT IS THE SAME

EGARDING THE NETHILIM.OF GENESIS 6:4,
= GENESIs 10189, CBOLEATH WHO IS
D AI%HAMPION IN [ SAMO 151,
IN

1:19 AND IT IS ALSO USED
TO DESCRIBE WHO “EXCEI [N STRENGTH" -
3:20, ANGELS EXCEL. LN WHAT

saLm 10
T Pyl ? "_;-3._._-&,;’; .,. THESE ME

NOT 2 PR B }
IN I QF
UNDER DAVID'S LEADERSHIP.
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THIS WORD MEANS TO DIVIDE, MAKE A DISTINCTION
OR DIFFERENCE. I USED TO DESCRIBE THAT

MCH TH —JUST. THAT,
CALLED OF GOD FOR A SPECIAL
ﬁ

- VERSE &

THESE MEN WERE A GROUP OF SOCIAL MISFITS
WHO WERE PERFECT FITS IN DAVID'S CAUSE.
THE SIGHI OF OF BLOOD, THE,§Quu2 OF _COMBAT
DID NOT FRIGHTEN THEM. - o E
FROM THEIR FOES BUT_RATHER. EOUGH ;
CAUSE., (COMPARE TIMOTH WHERE THE
WORD PERFECT LITERALLY MEANS FITTED. NE
ARE FITTED FOR F UIT LNESS IN THE LoORD’ s
WORK , m—-—-»GJv (7

L3 4 VU?

Aﬂc
(4)  CoutD HANDLE -SHIEID AND CfEnR - VeRSE 8

THESE MEN KNEW How T@N
TODAY, AS THEN, IN SOM

S WAS PLACED ON .R&
NOT ENOUGH ON\#f
[T 1S EASY T

USED BY THE HoLy SPIRIT.
WORK, GREAT EMPHASIS IS BEING

0D AND RAYERED)

THE LORD'S
PLACED ON
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WEAPONRY SUCH AS -PSXCHOLOGY, MANAGEMENT
ND METHODS TO THE EXTENT THAT

IN SOME QUARTERSMENwHAVE FORGOTTEN OUR
NRY NT: COULD YOU SHew A

o

ON THE LOO - PROWL IS A ANIMAL
EVEN TO HUN H WEAPONS. FE,

= NOTw IN THE WHOLE GROUP,
IHEY CAME TO AND THEY LOOKED THE
FAR ] .

o
(6) SWIFT AS GAZELLES ON MOUNTAINSS
VERSE 8
THEIR SWIF AS IN ELIGHT AND

IS IN THE TEXT BECAUSE
E USED IN Exopus 12:33 ToO

DESCRIBE ISRAEL S EXODUS FROM EGYPT, IN

OTHER WORDS, QUICKLY IN A HURRY. THE PHRASE

% IS USED TO DESCRIBE

m R TIME - NOT SO HERE.

(7) "WENT OVER.-JORDAN...WHEN IT HAD
OVERFLOWED” - VERSE 15

TA

N M
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PERSONAL DANGER DID NOT KEEP THEM FROM
THE CAUSE. a2 GIVES US SIX

) _ :
(1) 1 can — RsAwe
(2) 1 caN Do —(ta—dos ot Cantis)

(3) [ CAN DO ALL THINGS= /e K
(4) T cAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST -

(5) T cAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST
WHO STRENGTHENS

(6) I CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST
WHO STRENGTHENS ME.

™ [11. THEY WERE ARMED - VERSE vi

THESE TROQRS._M
BUT WERE ALSO
THEY WERELE ROCK_THROWERS™F
SENSE OF THE WORDa ]

THEY REPORTED
FOR DUTY THEY WEREREADY FOR BATTLE. ONE
OF THE PROBLEMS OF OUR TIME 1S THAT SOMECD

FOLK na_unl.%unw THAT THERE IS A WAR_IN
?ROGRESS. ( PHESIANS b: 12 11 CoRumelU:ilt)

~ V. THEY WERE AMBIDEXTROUS - Verse 2

THESE MEN WERE TO COMBAT WHAT

IS TO BASEBALL. IT SPEAKS OF :

FOR g:TSATlLITY. THEY MADE A GREATER
I

CONTRIBUTION TO THE CAUSE BECAUSE THEY WERE
n
(R Y wor o == 2




ABLE TO USE BO (COMMENT REGARDING
NE OF OUR PROBLEMS IN

;- -HANDEDNESS EEO%%% WHO USE ONLY._A.SMALL
.EQEIlDNLﬂE_IHﬁ_RESQuBEES WITH LACKLUSTER
DEDICATION, DAVID PROVIDED SPECTACULARCD

LEADERSHIP N THE REGARD. OR
THEY WERE ALIGNED - VERSE 18 22 28
Tuy SipE - VERSE 18 ";;ﬂlﬁg_:qvﬁg‘

.‘_li‘f: 3 . po b ..» fe b
THE ASV SAYS, "WE ARE . . .AND@YOU.
o <DAMIDCS CAUSE WAS THEIR CAUSE AND WERE

HIM, THEY KNEW WHICH SIDE THEY
{ AND MADE THEI; . :
) AVID

" THE LORD'S PEOPLE-TCDAY. ‘§I§LE :
CHOOSING UP SIDES, HURTING THE CAUSE.
A?iv HAVE DIFFICULTY WITH FOLK WHO SPLIT o
N FROM OTHER WORKS FOR PERS.
AND_NOT.DOCTRINA ICT)
\‘- A CHURCH, WHERE P EL
RELTEVE AND WHOSE PURPOSE 1S A IBLICAL
—PU . WHERE AND_THE
S PREACHED, AND BE LOYAL TO THE CHURCH
AND_ITS LEADERSHIP AND=T?=7EEA%AN 5 ] BE,=;;un
_oh TOP CA ROUR
CLCOMPARE OE WEAVER -START YOUR OWN CHURCH.)
DAVID KNEW BE LOYAL AND WAS A LOYAL

FRIEND, HE_GAXE_lI AND RECEIVED IT WITH
HUMILITY,

&) :
(2) Peace Was Tueir ConNceErRN - VERSE 18
IT TAKE$=§§§6%§?%EAQQ=TO BRING PEACE TO A
MOVEMENT MES WAR TO STOP A WIDER
WAR .




- VERSE 33

THEIR HEART WAS IN THE CAUSE. (MAaTT. 15:8)
THESE FOLKS COULD BE COUNTED ON WHEN THE

M) BATTLE RAGED, (RELATE.LAZWELL - FLIGHT g
»* THROUGH THICK AND THIN = THIN OUT, )iy,

VI, THEY WERE ASSEMBLED':—VE;gEﬂ§21f§§E§EEE5

| (3) NoT-oF DoUBLE=HEAF

= ARMY SWELLED“TO
ENOUGH TO DO THE JOB,

T S ' HER ENEMIES. [|HE GCAU
WAS CDNTAEIﬂUS. MEN KEPT COMING TO DAVID
AND THE FORCES KEPT ON INCREA

SEEMS TO BE GETTING A GRE INSTEAD OF '
BUILDING A 3 US—BEYOTED MOST OF HIS
TIME TO THéﬁ#!iﬁ*ING oF&l2 MEN, NOT APPEALING
TO THE MASSES., [HE ARTTHMETIC OF THE CHURCH
AppiTioN - AcTs Z:L47; SUBTRACTION - ACTS 5:5;
MULTIPLICATION - AcTs 6:1; DIVISION -

AcTs B:l. ~THE GREAT EMPHASIS TODAY SEEMS

TO BE ON "“COMMERCIALS"” IN THE F

OFFERINGS WITH MORE EMPHASIS ONEMONEY?ZHAN

ON WORLD EVANGELISM. BUILDING C

IS THE KEY.

VII. THEY WERE ALERT AND AWARE - VErse 32

_ﬁ% SUGGESTS INTELLIGENCE, QUICK TO
STAND, ON THE LOOKOUT. MEANS

,/TNFORMED, COGNIZANT AND AWAKE . HESE MEN
® KNEW WHAT WAS GOJLNG _ON KNU'WHAT THE

\/ CONFLICT WAS u ONE REASON THEY

X WERE INVOLVED WAS THE

:Bg¥1n WAS GOING. IN THE LORD"S ARMY, \Q§§\
p

-\ N'vﬂ- edars 2 04 “C

o

A P



' THERE ARE ALL

CONCERNING ALERTNESS AND AWARENESS?
SUGGESTS THAT A GOOD SOLDIER
SUS CHRIST WHO IS ON ACTIVE DUTY DOES
NOT GET ENTANGLED WITH OUTSIDE AFFAIRS
IN ORDER THAT HE MAY PLEASE HIS COMMANDING
OFFICER, (OUR OBJECT IS TO PLEASE THE ONE WHO
ENLISTED US AND LET NOTHING SIDE TRACK US
FROM THE PURPOSE FQR—WHICH WE HAVE BEEN
CALLED., [HE WORDMTHEY)IS AN INTERESTING
 TERM AND IT IS USEDTTN THE TEXT. ‘GLHEY'

: ?LNA‘!S GET THWENB NEVER GE]
: ORD™S WORK
THOSE WHO v

E REMOTE AND REMOVED FROM |THE
WORK BUT SHOULD BE YOU AND ME - | L\

NDW SERVIN

ORD IN THE PL F AIS CALLING,

Jo2: $O *

<
pede, /’T(y
Soldeav g4 )
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'IBASIC BELIEFS?

RoBERT K. SPRADLING NOVEMBER 1989

"FUNDAMENTAL i .TS ABOUT‘JOHN_”LZ W

WIDE VARIET‘ PEOPLE RANGING FROM SRSy
SUCH AS SNAKE-HANDLERS AND JAMES-
OWN FOLLOWERS TO PICKETING PREACHERS

WHOM NEWSPAPERS REFER,TO AS “KNOW NOTHINGS”
;LQ.MLLLI&Q;E¥9$%EﬂS- (My THEOLOGY PROFESSOR
REFERED 0 EWSPAPER

WHICH IS ALMOST ALWAYS W
WITH THEOLOGICAL ISSUES'

ING WITH DEALING
THE TERM "ELUNDA-
ACCORDING.TO.MEBSTER IS A
MOVEMENT 1IN ‘MERICAN PROTESTANTISM REEMPHA-
IZING AS FUNDAMENTAL TO CHRISTIANITY
ELIEF IN THE INERRANCY OF THE SCRIPTURES,C)
IBLICAL MIRACLES, ESPECIALLY THE VIRGIN
BIRTH AND PHYSICAL RESURRECTION OF CHRIST%

OST PEOPLE WHO ATTEND A BIBLE PREACHING
CHURCH WOULD AGREE TO THESEM
AS BEING CARDINAL IN OUR DO ON.
BELIEVING THESE TRUTHS WOULD MAKE ONE
A"F SO WOULD YOU CONSIDER
¥ i RAROT. =2 avih.ol CAEEE

CAUSE “BELIEVES SUCH
i MEANS THAT

'WHICH PERTAINS TO TH”
BASIS OR_THAT WHlC? :
- HE

| TRUTHS THAT ARE OF PARAMONT IMPORTANCE

AND WORTHY OF CAREFUL CONSIDERATION,
[. THE IMPORTANCE OF HEARING WHAT GOD

At e ~Kaea :
HAS TO SAY 2z ® (G4 Murisen))
" T e Aburcda ]
WHENUEERSDN&.lN.AH%E%%ﬁégL PEAK WE LISTEN,
FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN E x\?R*EII&R




™

_2_
He81 " ELx =il

OF FOWTBALL PEOP E

HENXGOD SPEAKS, ON ANY SUBJECT
WE NEED TO HEAR HIM: ~THE WORDS "VE ;

Vv “ IN THE TEXT LITERALLY MEAN Y,
TEE#E*bR AMEN, AMEN. JWENLY TIMES PLUS
HE GOSPEL OF JOHN THESE TWO WORDS

RMS REFER TO SOMETHING THAT IS

_FIRM OR MOST CERTAL 0. THE GREEK
WORD FOR HEAR IS¢ UWHICH IS FAMILIAR
IN ENGLISH BY TH QUSTIC OR _ACQUSTICAL .

ALSOARELATED TO THE TERM 8 -
2 VERSERdESUS LNV [TE S
us T0 STT ] B

s el Jhy b0y
THERE IS AN INTERESTING STORY ABOUT
THE MATTHEW PASSAGE RELATING TO THE GREAT
| PREACHE + |HE STORY IS TOLD
THAT WHITFIELD WAS PR ING OUTDOQORS
TO A CROWD OF SEVERAL THOUSAND. A HARDENED
UNBELIEVER WENT IO SEE THE GREAT PREACHER
BUT COULD NOT nﬁ§?990 HE CLIMBED UP INTO
A NEARBY TREE. PuTTINnG

|

A
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WAICH IF NOT LISTEN., A PERSISTENT
LIT ON HIS NOSE AND HE SHOOK HIS H

#» [ VIOLENTLY BUT THE FLY SIMPLY WOULDN'T

MOVE. JUST AS HE REMOVED A FINGER FROM

HIS EAR TO FLICK THE FLY AWAY, WHITFIELD

QUOTED A VERSE: "HEwRHATL.HAIH EARS.TO HEAR,

| HLY HE THEN COMMENTED ABOUT

——THOSE WHO SIMPLY REFUSE_TQ_HFAR THE _VQICE

QF _THE SPIRIT QF _GOD. THE MAN IN THE TREE
WAS SO STRUCK BY WHAT HE HEARD AND HOW IT
HAD HAPPENED THAT HE NOT ONLY OPENED HIS

.-SﬁEF BUT HIS TO THE GOSPEL.)

_A ITFIELD PREACHED IN THE MID-1700's AND
THE GREAT OUTDOORS MEETINGS CAME INTO BEING
BECAUSE THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND FROWNED. ON
REVIVAL-TYPE PREACHING IN THE CHURCHES.
WHITFIELD ALSO TRAVELED AND PREACHED IN
AMERICA- ) g /i’ﬁzwtwé s

> II. THE IMPORTANCE OF BELIEVING WHAT
GOD SAYS

/’5. L. MooDY WAS DEALING WITH A PERSON WHO

CAME FORWARD IN = INGS WHO WAS HAVING
DIFFICULTY WITH AFTER HEARING THE
MAN REFER TO_HIS F SEVERAL TIMES,

MooDY PUT HIS FI JOHN 5 24 AND ASKED
THIS QUESTION:

HIS FINGERS INTO BOTH EARS HE BEGAN ;g

Q!E!;Q.EEEL-LN.E&_QR_EQD. OR EXAMPLE, WHE N SEeEa
—=——4 TALKS ABOUT CARS - U LISTEN, DO YOU
BELIEVE Hm—#ﬁm‘% TALKS ABOUT AIR-
P OR FURNACES DO BELIEVE HIM? [F
<§;$:§EE? WERE HERE TO TEACH A COURSE ON
ICS, WOULD YOU BELIEVE HIM? ME
-~ W WHEN A
N OR SCIENTIST SAYS THAT LIGHT TRAVELS
A SPEED OF 186 THOUSAND MILES PER

SECOND AND THAT THE SUN IS APPROXIMATELY
5 MILLION MILES FROM THE EARTH WE BELIEVE
THOSE FACTS BECAUSE THEY ARE USUALLY SPOKEN

Nk — Meon /[

( Rocke o W ) . ///
\\“ i B Phen J/Luzzé%/ [ 4
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TO US BY PEOPLE WHO KNOW. WHEN
ERA UN,

SPEAKS OF THE NECESSITY OF AN OP
WE MAY SEEK A SECOND OPINION AND THEN STAKE
N QUR LIVES ON WHAT THEY HAVE SAID IS NECESSARY.
| RS ()

[ CANNOT PROVE, ON

—— EXPERIENCE, IHAT 2 WAS
FOUGHT 1IN BUT | AC HE WORD O
RELIABLE HISTORIANS., NHEN GOD SPEAKS ON A

ﬁ;jfzf SUBJECT | HAVE_THE RESPONSFRHLITY TO HEAR
DT AND BELIEVE. THE WORnﬂﬁfiiiinp "Eﬂlﬁu
<3« ARE_CLOSELY RELATED = NE
*>1S THE NQUN, THE OTHER THE ORM OF THE
SAME_ROOT WORD. IT OCCURS Esmlm THE

NEw TESTAMENT. BOUND uP IN THE (8

m—

' HAS LEAPED THROUGH THE DOOF

DIFFERENCE IF HE CHANGES —HE'S
' (ONE‘E?*TﬁE‘ﬁ%%T KNOWN STORIES ca

GARD HAS TO DO WITH
IONEER MISSIONARY TO THE NEW HEBRIDES
ISLANDS IN THE PACIFIC. WHEN HE WAS TRANS-
ATING THE GOSPEL OF JOHN HE FOUND IT
IFFICULT TO TRANSLATE THE ENGLISH WORD
BELIEVE IN THE LANGUAGE OF THE

ISLANBERS., [HE STORY GOES THAT SOME HUNTERS
ROUGHT IN SOME GAME AFTER A WEARY EXCURSION
AND ONE OF THE MEN COMMENTED AS HE SAT

DOWN OR RECLINED QN THE GRQUND THAT IT WAS
GOOD TO._LEﬁN.QNE_S.NELEHI ON THE GROUND
AND REST. WHEN PATON HEARD THAT WORD HE

KNEW HE HAD THE IDEA OF TBUST IN THE

BY A PASTOR ABOUT H EEATTONS
@ |CHRIST. SHE REPLI;D. HAME-NEVER TRUSTED
ANYONEwdMedendlEES" THE PASTOR ASKED HOW
SHE HAD GOTTEN HOME FROM COLLEGE FOR THE
VACATION., REPLY WAS THAT SHE HAD FLOWN ON

\ 4
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AN ﬁiEE:ZEP. HE RECOUNTED TO HER THE
20 RE OF SECURING HER TICKET FROM AN

HOM SHE DID NOT KNOW, RECEIVING

REGARDING FLIGHTS AND THEIR

ACCURACY FROM A SYSIEMNOT TESTED, RIDING

TO THE AIRPORT IN @.CAB DRIVEN BY A MAN WHOM

SHE DID NOT KNOW .:a--lING AN AIRPLANE PILOTED

BY A MAN - T

@ PERSONALLY KNOW NOR=FAD SHE CHECKED HIS

@ ; ORDS THAT
ILLIAM ENN, FOUNDER OF THE COMMONWEALTH

OF PENNSYLVANIA, WAS WELL-LIKED BY THE INDIANS.
ONCE THEY TOLD HIM HE COULD HAVE AS MUCH OF
THEIR LAND AS HE CQULD ENCOMPASS ON FOOT
IN A SINGLE DAY. EARLY THE NEXT MORNING
PENN STARTED OUT AND WALKED UNTIL LATE THAT

Py NIGHT. WHEN HE FINALLY WENT TO CLAIM THE

' LAND FROM THE INDIANS THEY WERE GREATLY
SURPRISED FOR THEY DIDN T THINK HE WOULD TAKE
THEIR PROPOSAL SERIOUSLY., BUT THEY KEPT.THEIR
~-PROMISE AND. GAVE HIM. A LARGE AREA WHICH TODAY

~1S PART.OF THE .CITY ( PHIA.. WILLI
i éﬁﬂﬂ_SIMPLY BE QE“ ¥i%ﬁ§$5§zrn* NBTHTﬁN

fﬁk “MORE, NOTHING LES e
fgz?,f [I1. THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING WHAT GOD SAYS
§3f?.\ WE_MAY HAVE oot it

~\;:} THE WORD "HAZH” 1S THE OLD ENGLISH WAY OF
. REFERRING TOQ TH TENSE. IN_Aczs 16:16
THE PHRASE £BE BEE" MEANS HASST == oo
PEOPLE WHO™RNEW ARIST ARE_POSSESSED
~  WITH, RIGHT NOW, ETERNAL LIFE. SIMPLY
—.. ' STATED, THEY HAVE THAT KNOWLEDGE AND REALITY
BEFORE THEY DIE.. [HE SAME TENSE IS USED

IN JOHN 3:16, LET US SUPPOSE THAT IT WERE
POSSIBLE PEAK\WITH LEPERS WHOM JESUS
f’/ A

\ /.

\\\___ AP,JJK y g




_6_

. "'”““fb AN You
- CAN YOU™Wark? [HEREFORE,
KABLE THAT WE CANNOT ASK

OURSELVES THIS QUESTION - ZARE.YOU_SAVED, DO |
YLl “\ll: ET

ERNALded-FE AR E—YOU_AL IVE
JHHE&LIHALL¥2F IF YoU HAVE CHRIST YOU HAVE
ETERNAL L1 IN THE LANGUAGE OF COMMERCE -

IT 1S4k
MENT ONE RECEIVES EHRIST.

HE 'REPOSITIONS IN THE PHRASE

bt ¢ T 0OF DEATH _INTO. LI ING.
=== [HE PREPOSITIONS ARE%:E§§:ESEE55556UT-DF THE
LS A3REALM OF DEATH INTO THE REACM OF LIFE.

QGT/IV. THE IMPORTANCE OF AVOIDING WHAT GOD SAYS

T0 AVOID U 2Lcarivg () preding
(J)EV ~ Y Q{ ¢ s r

~  THERE ARE SOMERUBUECTS THAT ARE SOCIALLY

N OUR_SOPHISTICATED Y. [THEY
5 ﬁeggg;ﬁi 5 AND . JUST AS

A4/ F' SOME FOLKS THAT I
‘\~\;§§ NOT DISCUS
fo ,7'_.. Y=

S WE DO
S0 O RS
SUBJECTS AND PUT THEM ON THE
4. ue WHAT IF SOMEONE SAID THAT

£, ‘WE‘WILL NEV K_ABOUT DEATH, NEVER BRING IT
#.  |-dB, NEVER PERMIT ANYO AY ANYTHING ABOUT
" ™~ IT AND BY DOING THIS DEATH WILL GQuAUAY

How FOOLISH. THINKING, CAREFUL, RESPONSIBLE
PEOPLE INSURE THAT WHICH IS IMPORTANT AGAINST
POSSIBLE DISASTER. WE DO THAT WITH :

LNSURANCE,, | INSURANCE, EDUCALLON ¢
YOU NAME IT OMEONE INSURES IT.

o FOUR TIMES IN THE CHAPTER: 9%:22,%27,%29,:50, |
IT 1S THE GREEK WORD-KRISIS - EVEN THE SOUND
OF THE TERM IS SIGNIFICANT, IN I1 THESS. 1:5




RIGHTEOUSNESS ., CHEB,
N '1Eﬁ5ﬂ%ﬁF-NE¥T'EVENT A

j/ IT WAS THIS IDEA THAT
BROUGHT ; Y 70 CHRIST, ELNNEY,
A YOUNG LAWYER, WAS SITTING IN HIS LAW OFFICE

™

™

\BRLIRE. WHAT THEN?

o

JUDGMENT. 1S ASSOCIATED WITH THE RIGHTEOUS
Gop. Gop's JUDGMEM BE ACCORDINw_TO

9y 27)SPEAKS - OF DEAIH
R DEATH - JUI
THAT\ JUDGMENT SCENE IS RECORDED IN

IN THE STATE OF 'NEW_YORK EARLY ONE MORNING,
THE LORD BEGAN TO DEAL WITH FINNEY AND_HE
BEGAN TO ASK HIMSE S LT WAS
AS IF THE LORD'SAID WHAT ARE YOU,PRACTICING
LAW FOR - ANSWER 9 GET B (HAT. THEN?

? THE WORDS

CAME FROM FINNEY'S OWN

HE FLED TO A WOODED AREA NEAR HIS OFFICE AND
THERE CAME TO KNOW. CHRIST AS SAVIOUR., [HE
REST IS HISF@R¥ HE BECAME NOT A BRILLIANT
LAWYER BUT A BRILL FANF=PREAGHER INVOLVED

IN BRINGING MULTIPLIED THOUSANDS TO CHRIST
OVER A PERIOD OF SOMEONE HAS
POINTED OUT THAT RE SOMETIMES
LABELED THE PERSON Y

HE.EﬁRSQN-WHo IS PRESSING THE COURT
ION. HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED PUTTING
YOUR NAME ON THE DOCKET AS THE BERSON V
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ACTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT fN ACTS

THE AcTs OF THE APOSTLES MIGHT BE MORE
ACCURATELY DESIGNATED THE ACTS OF THE HoLy
SPIRIT. [THIS BOOK RECORDS THE WORKING OF
THE HoLY SPIRIT THROUGH THE APOSTLES AND
OTHER CHURCH BELIEVERS DURING THE FIRST
THREE DECADES OF CHURCH HISTORY. [HE

BOOK RECORDS THE BEGINNING, BURDENS AND
BLESSINGS OF THE EARLY CHURCH. SOMEONE HAS
CHARACTERIZED ACTS AS THE "OWNER'S MANUAL”
FOR THE CHURCH, [F THERE IS ONE LESSON
THAT 1S NEEDED YET NEGLECTED AROUT THE SPIRIT
IN THE CHURCH IT 1S WHEN THE CHURCH HAS
ACCEPTED SUBSTITUTES FOR THE SPIRIT'S
WORKING THE CHURCH HAS BECOME POWERLESS

AND INEFFECTIVE. WHEN A CHURCH STOPS ITS
EVANGELISM THRUST IT BEGINS TO DRY UP AND
FINALLY DIE, MISSIONS MUST BE AT AND IN
THE HEART OF THE CHURCH. (AcTs 1:8)

THE SPIRITUAL MAN WHO READS ACTS, WILL BRE
IMPRESSED WITH THE PRESENCE OF THE HoLY
SPIRIT IN POWER IN THE FIRST CENTURY CHURCH,
LET US EXAMINE SEVERAL VERSES WHICH SPEAK
OF THE HoLY SPIRIT’S MINISTRY IN THE CHURCH.

I. THE HOLY SPIRIT CHANGES UNBELIEVERS
INTO BELIEVERS - AcTts 2:38

THE BIBLE ATTRIBUTES SALVATION TO ALL THREE
MEMBERS OF THE TRINITY. (IsA1AH 45:22,
MATTHEW 1:21, TiTus 3:5) THE TERM GIFT

IN THE TEXT IS SINGULAR AND IS NOT TO BE
CONFUSED WITH THE GIFTS.

(1) GIFT - TO THE CHURCH AS A WHOLE AND
TO THE INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER AT THE MOMENT
OF REGENERATION,
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(2) GIFTS - EPHESIANS U4:8 SPEAKS OF
SPIRITUAL GIFTS. GIFTS ARE IN TWO CATEGORIES:
PERMANENT AND PASSING. (TEMPORARY GIFTS

SUCH AS APOSTLES, PROPHETS AND SPEAKING IN
TONGUES HAVE CEASED.,) THE WORD REPENT MEANS
TO CHANGE THE MIND. [HE BIBLE DOES NOT
RECOMMEND BUT REQUIRES A SPIRITUAL CHANGE
CALLED THE NEW BIRTH REFORE A PERSON CAN
ENTER HEAVEN, IN A LOCAL CHURCH SETTING,

ALL PEOPLE MAY ATTEND AND ARE WELCOME BUT
THOSE WHO ARE ACTUALLY INVOLVED IN THE
CHURCH'S MINISTRY AND THRUST MUST BE ONLY
SAVED PEOPLE, REPENTANCE AND FORGIVENESS

GO TOGETHER._ BELIEF PRECEDES BAPTISM.

(Acts 2:41, 3:79, T0:43) REMISSION IS
LINKED TO REPENTANCE. [HE CHANGE THE HoLY
SPIRIT BRINGS INTO A PERSON'S LIFE IS CALLED
SPIRITUAL BIRTH. (JoHN 3:5, 6, 8; JoHN 6:63)
[HIS EXPERIENCE IS CALLED THE NEW, SECOND
BIRTH. (ILLUSTRATE BY TWO PLAINS.) [N THE

, THE EMPHASIS WAS UPON
SAVED, BORN AGAIN, A BELIEVER, WASHED IN
THE BLOOD, REDEEMED, FORGIVEN AND KNOWING
THE LORD IN A PERSONAL WAY. JODAY, IN MANY
CHURCHES THIS HAS DEGENERATED INTO SHOW-UP,
SIGN-UP, PAY-UP, AN APPROACH THAT HAS MISSED
THE EMPHASIS OF THE NEw TESTAMENT. THE
SPIRIT OF GOD DOES NOT DIRECT A PERSON WHO
IS NOT FULLY EQUIPPED TO RECEIVE HIS SIGNAL.,
(Romans 8:14)

I1. THE HOLY SPIRIT CONTROLS THE BELIEVER -
AcTs 4:31

NOTE THE VERSE SAYS NOTHING ABOUT SPEAKING
IN TONGUES AS AN INDICATION OF THE SPIRIT’S
FULLNESS., HERE AND IN OTHER PLACES ONE
INDICATION OF BEING SPIRIT-FILLED IS
SPEAKING THE WorD OoF GoD BOLDLY. FULLNESS
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AND BOLDNESS SEEM TO GO TOGETHER IN

SCRIPTURE., A WEAK WITNESS IS AN INDICATION
OF THE ABSENCE OF THE SPIRIT’'S POWER IN THE
BELIEVER'S LIFE. ACCORDING TO EPHESIANS 5:18,

_-SbIRITUAL CELALLONS AND NOT SPIRITUAL
IS AN INDICATION OF THE OPIRIT S

FILLING., IHE HoLY SPIRIT SHOULD NOT BE
CONSIDERED AS A_SUBSTANCE POURED INTO AN
EMPTY VESSEL., [HINK INSTEAD OF AN OWNER
OCCUPYING A DWELLING, IN FULL CONTROL OF
EVERY PART. THAT 1S THE EMPHASIS OF THE
SPIRIT'S FULLNESS, CONTROL OF THE LIFE.
ALso, THE SPIRIT'S FILLING IS NOT THE
SPIRIT'S BAPTISM. IN SCRIPTURE, SPIRIT
BAPTISM IS ONCE AND FOR ALL BELIEVERS. THIS
IS A BIG ALL BECAUSE THE CORINTHIAN BELIEVERS
WERE FAR FROM SPIRITUAL IN NATURE!

(I Cor, 12:13) NOWHERE IS THE BELIEVER
COMMANDED TO BE BAPTIZED BY THE SPIRIT,
HOWEVER WE ARE COMMANDED TO BE FILLED.

THERE ARE MANY FILLINGS AND ONE RESULT OF
FILLING IS THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT.

IT1. THE SPIRIT CALLS BELIEVERS INTO

CHRISTIAN WORK - Acts 13:1-2, 20:28
THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF AN ORGANIZED EFFORT
TO DO MISSIONARY WORK AMONG THE GENTILES.

[T GIVES INSIGHT INTO Gop’S METHOD IN
MISSIONS.,

(1) THE HoLy SPIRIT SELECTS THE PERSONNEL
AND DIRECTS THE PROGRAM, [ HAVE CALLED
THEM,

(2) HE CALLS ACTIVE PEOPLE. "AS THEY
MINISTER."”
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(3) MISSIONS IS A LOCAL CHURCH MINISTRY -
AT ANTIOCH...THEY SENT.

(4) Gop's WORK IS HARD WORK. (THE WORD

FOR WORK 1S ERGON AND SUGGESTS THE EXPENDITURE
OF ENERGY. IHE HoLY SPIRIT BRINGS GoD'S

WORK AND His WORKERS TOGETHER. (MATTHEW 9:38 -
HE WILL SEND FORTH LABORERS IN ANSWER TO
PRAYER.,

IV, THE HOLY SPIRIT CHA%TENS CHURCH MEMBERS -
AcTts 5:1-5

THIS IS A STORY ABOUT INTEGRITY AND ETHICS
IN CHURCH BUSINESS. BARNABUS' GENEROUS ACTS
MAY HAVE TRIGGERED THIS EFFORT. (AcTs 4:36-37)
ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA ATTEMPTED TO EMULATE
BARNABUS' GENEROSITY BUT LIED ABOUT HOW MUCH
THEY GAVE. PLEASE NOTICE THAT NOBODY EITHER
SUGGESTED OR COMPELLED THEM TO DO WHAT THEY
DID, THE PROPERTY WAS THEIRS TO DO WITH AS
THEY PLEASED, TO GIVE IT TO THE CHURCH WAS
A VOLUNTARY ACT. THE PROBLEM AROSE WHEN THEY
TOOK CREDIT FOR HAVING GIVEN ALL BUT ONLY
GAVE PART. (COMPARE WRITING A CHECK FOR
$1000, GE GETTING $500 IN CHANGE, YET CLAIMING
A $1000 GIFT!) GOD DESIRED TO KEEP THE
EARLY CHURCH FREE FROM HYPOCRISY AND DEALT
WITH THIS INFRACTION IN DRAMATIC, DRASTIC
DISCIPLINE, PoinT: [F GoD STILL ACTED IN
SUCH A FASHION TOWARD CHURCH MEMBERS WHO LIE
ABOUT THEIR CONTRIBUTION OR EFFORTS IN THE
LorRD’S WORK, HOW MANY PEOPLE WOULD WANT TO
BE MEMBERS OF A LOCAL CHURCH?

V. THE HOLY SPIRIT CONSTRAINS BELIEVERS -
Acts 20:22

TEXTUAL CONSIDERATION:

(1) THE NASV MARGIN NOTE SAYS "THE SPIRIT.”
THIS 1S A POSSIRBRLE, VALID TRANSLATION AND
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IS NOT TAMPERING WITH THE TEXT. KEEP IN
MIND THEIR WERE NO CAPITALS OR PUNCTUATION
IN SOME OF THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS,

(2) THe NIV _says “AND NOW, COMPELLED BY
THE SPIRIT, | AM GOING TO JERUSALEM. ...

(3) BAGSTER'S VERSION OF THE ﬂESTLE's
GREEK TEXT SAYS "By THE SPIRIT.

THE SPIRIT OF Gop MoveD IN PAuUL’S LIFE IN
SUCH A WAY THAT HE FACED DANGERS AND
DIFFICULTIES WITH COURAGE AND DETERMINATION.
PAUL WAS DETERMINED TO DO HIS CHRISTIAN
DUTY AND WORK EVEN IN THE FACE OF DEATH.
(AcTs 21:15) APPLICATION: THERE ARE THOSE

RARE AND SRECLAL OCCASIONS WHEN THE HoLy
THAT HE MUST

DO A CERT MMMEH
IT 1S THE D NOT THEQIFFICULTIE HAT

IS PARAMOUNT HIS MIND.,

VI. THE HOLY SPIRIT COMFORTS THE BELIEVER -
Acts 9:31

THE WORD COMFORT IN THE TEXT_IS THE SAME

WORD TRANSLATED IN JouN 14:16,26 AND

JoHN 16:7. THESE VERSES SPEAK OF THE

SPIRIT'S TWO-FOLD MINISTRY AS (1) CONVICT

THE SINNEER AND (2) COMFORT THE SAINT.

PAGAN RELIGIONS AND CULTS OFFERED NO COMFORT

TO THEIR CONSTITUENTS. [N THE PRESENCE OF

SICKNESS, SORROW AND DEATH THE SPIRIT OF
'GOD IS PRESENT TO COMFORT. A PASTOR NAMED

HoEEMAN VISITED A PARISHIONER IN DEEP

DISTRESS. AFTER A PERIOD OF TIME, THE CHURCH
MEMBER SAID: PA&meﬁguﬁf;:uou_J_imh_j
o DON- Tk NOW_WHATTODO., FTER A PERIOD OF
21 _KNOW NOW

LONG SILENCE, THE PERSON SAID:
PLEASE

MmosT—
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n

PRAY FOR ME.” ON HIS WAY HOME, THE PASTOR
COULD NOT ESCAPE THAT INTERESTING AND HAUNTING
PHRASE "I MusT TELL JESuS.” HE SET THAT
PHRASE TO POETRY AND MUSIC AS FOLLOWS:

[ MUST TELL JESUS ALL OFE.MY TRIALS; [ CANNOT
BEAR THESE BURDENS_ALQﬂEJ IN MY DISTRESS HE
KINDLY WILL HELP ME; HE EVER LOVES AND
CARES FOR His OWN.AT MUST TELL JESUS ALL OF
MY TRQUBLES; HE IS A KIND, COMPASSIONATE
FRIEND; IF I BUT Ask Him, HE WILL DELIVER,
MAKE ALL MY TROUBLES QUICKLY AN END, | MusST
TELL JeEsus! [ musT TELL JEsus! I cannoT
BEAR MY BURDENS ALONE; | MUST TELL JeEsus!

I MusT TELL JeEsus! JESUS WILL HELP ME,
JESUS ALONE.,
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— ~EIVE MARKS OF CHURCH GROWTH"

f . p.,,z ‘
i, Acts 9:31 /o \
N F-«' §

DO NOT GET B
CROSS ERICA;

LHURCH ATTENDANCE RSH
MANY sss&R® DOMINATION ARE CONCERNED
EITH THEE OF RECENT YEARS. BY CONTRAST, THERE
ARE CHURC WHICH ARE GROWING BY LEAPS AND S,
[T IS NOT UNUSUAL TO HEAR OF CHURCHES HAVING TO
JENGTHOUSANMD PEOPLE IN SUNDAY ScHooL! THESE

CHURCHES USUA HAVE ONE BASIC IDEA IN COMMON,
NAMELY, THEsQEREE..IS CENTRA] N INISTRY AND

EVANGE AND IS AT THE CORE OF THEIR
OME E HAS WELL SAID THAT THE @il

DIDN'T HAVE ENQUGH INFLUENCE ERS

OUT OF JAIL. ITuHADMOWL

HURCHE

AT PO u.x -i

- I 2 i
- T#_SVERSE Il A

DRA NVERSTONS BUT NONE LIKE THAT
0 L1 HIS CONVERSION EXPERIENCE 4
THIS ENTIRE CHAPTER, ¢ [, oo ey

Wl

[ IHE MARK OF PFACE ~f87eze ) &
' _A Convtiaro~ = (o L rm '%J

o

A WORD OF EXPLANATION IE IN ORDER FOR T

GHUREHES OR LITERALL)f THE @HURGM (SINGULAR AS IN
THE ORIGINAL TEXT) I|HE WORD CHURCH REFERS TO A

_CALLED OUT COMPANY OF BELIEVERS: IT REFERS TO0 A
JCEND OF -PEOQPLE WHO AR RE BILEEER \ A SEPER, ROM

THIN ”"‘*E CHURCH AS PEOPLE CALTED"TO HIMSELF
NOT_TO SHARE IDEAS OR OPINTONS BUT IO & AR LH
0F. oD ESUS TALKED ABOUT MY €4 RCH - ATT. 16:18,
WHEN THE LORD SPOKE TO SAUL OF TARSUS HE INDICATED
HAT IN P RSECUTING TH e=SALL WAS PERSECUTING
HRIsT! (AcT | H]i: .,m)]. THE TEXT
bITERALLY MEANS PEACE. [HE CHURCHES THROUGHOUT
ALSXTINE AND SPECIFICALLY IN JERUSALEM HAD BEEN

@ CM"UW% - 51’-4- &-L /




\ \(’}‘“
! NI, .
(&) -EIEHARKS OF CHURCH GRONTH ™S :
UNDERGOING SEVERE PERSECUTION. (311) THE WORK OF

HAD INCREASED THIS PERSECUTION AND
OW_THA HAS BEEN CONVERTED A PERIOD

OF
m HAS SNEPTED ACROSS A #
ISTE TO AUL S OWN TESTIMO Y'I OR_YE

A Ml

- —

SHOULD BE HA
IS IS NOT ACWAYS THE CASE
------ | IS A WIDE SPREAD ONE,
EN DO NOT FIND REAL PEACE UNTIL THEY KNOW JESUS
Q}J CHRIST AS LORD AND SAVIOR._ CHURCHES THAT ABIDE BY
7)THE PRINCIPLES OF THE NEW TESTAMENT IN PERSONAL

SN DUCI AND CHURCH GOVERNMENT WILL KNOW T
> .bon.  IN THE CHURCH, DEGESEOMS ARE NOT MADE ON THE
\SES_OF= OR THE DESIRES OF A

BUT RATHER SHOULD BE MADE_FORTHE. GLORY

PREAD..O v P AND_WH HIS IS

) ’*zrrmf..;.}
8:5)) NOTICE THE RELATIONSHIP
FAT _BOTH QR.THESE WORDS ARE

|-'—-¢._-n\ -;.l

\

ars -( ' ?.,.Hj;\,\

'THE WORD “ERIE1EDR" (LS OFTEN USED IN T BIBLE TO :EH

MBE. G HIS WORD 1S
JHRIST Iau_,v;%¢-ﬁ AND IS TRANSLATED
HE_BI E LOOKS UPON THE CHRISTIAN AS A KIN

Al fieue BEING-RH&LIEHP WITH THE WONDERFUL
TRUE S“OF THE_MORD OF Gob, GoD WANTS HIS PEOPLE ToO

. BE} L IN THE WORK OF THE LORD RATHEF
X THAN | E_WANTS US TO ,
| TO TEAR

SKING CREWS. KNOW 1T IS 1ﬂ....,
DONN AND "SOM MES 1 EMN B0 WRECK "SOMETHING
THAN T0Q R D SOMETHING BT

Y E_END THE BUILDERS

| e~k ﬂQ‘”" /e B [ et
\\ T el an) A ? :LAA.{E_\‘ InL oy § " § _/
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USE TO TELL\ THE STORY OF HIS
(EEZ)TO WORKING A\TEAM OF D THERE ARE TWO
WAYS TO GET wbRK out You CAN WHIP

-

(M)
== ,i)?co-/‘)@/

S ised |

! MARKS OF CHURCH GROWTE

ARE THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE_RO 2 con :
THE WORE OF ,THE LORD, | HE _CHIRCH HAS A RESPONSIBILITY
0

TO THE LORD'S PEOPLE TG ‘UP IN THE MOST
ONE OF THE FUN ON$ OF THE MINISTRY OF

AN AGGR ONTELORDSDAYISTO-

: >=57F B EﬁS T?&LS HOW A PILOT OF
LYING FORTRESS ORLD AR DESCRIBED THE

EXPERIENCE HE HAD IN BRINGING BACK HIS PLANE FROM_A
MISSION OVER GERMANY. HE WAS BASED IN ENGLAND., THE
ILOT..COMMENTED DURING THE STRIKING CONTRAST OF THE

.ENELLSH_LAHBSSABE AS SEEN FROM THE AIR BECAUSE OF
ARGE_NUMBER OF CHURCHES WHICH DOTTED THE LAND-
SCAPE. THE PILOT SAID THAT THESE CHURCHES HAD,T»E~
STATELY _SRLRES AND THEY AFFORD : ANDMARK:
WHEN THE WEATHER _;ADPTHE PILOT SA;D HE"”T”
IBES TO LEAD.THEM._HON HE PILOTS

_CHURCHES AS. GUEDES TO LEAD THI
"BECAME SO FAMILIAR WITH THESE CHURCHES THAT WHEN THEY

WERE LET DOWN WHEN QVERCAST AND COULD SEE THE
CHURCHES BENEATH THEM THEY COiLD DETERMINE WHETHER
OR NOT THEY WERE ON COURSE. ONE

MIGHT WELL UNDERSTAND THAT THESE STEEPLES RISING

ES _TO PILOTS Ol EIR

OF US-WHO ARE HRISTIAN§ KNOW
D IS TO OUR LIVES FROM UNDAY

IN THIS PARTICULAR COLLEGE TOWN THTRE

ARE NUMBER OF FUMDAMENTAL CHURCHES. Y WIFE AND
FOUND A SMALL-WORK IN THE DOW _AE Sﬁb HE

RACEF 7 5FEM

= = SE CH W
— w' LINSCRTURM -.__.‘
NS TR o e W “ir- DD -OF (0

FATHERS APPROACH

s

4
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THEM INTO LINE.@ You CAN FEED THEM WELL. MOST

. OF US RESPOND BEST OF ALL TO TH JﬂELLtBALANGED
) SPIRITUAL DIET IN OUR WORK FOR JESUS LHRIST.
MiSS
IIII oSV sﬁ Jg#}J

S DS S)D

THE WOR IS ONE OF THOSE NEUTRAL WORDS WHICH
MAY HAVE HER A GOOD OR .BAD MEANING. HE-.QW
DETERMINES THE USA _THIS._ CONTEX -

ol A=

"

« 1IN L HE LS

BN < .‘.‘_'_n:,— ""W;ﬂ'u UE N iy _V_ -
IT SIMPLY MEANS THE m:m-nm NG REAE

THAT IS THEY WERE CONSCIOUS OF ons PRE-
SENCE AND POWER AND IT RENDERED Asq;, _ N

ONE IS THE WOR WHICH
D F?R WALKING WITH EMPHASIS ON

THE‘W. T WAS USED OF CERTAIN PHILOS-
.,—\\ OoP WHOSE FOLLOWERS WALKED AROUND WITH THEM TO
LEARN. HAT IS THEY 'MOVED FROM PﬁCE TO PLACE AS
THEY TAUGHT PEOPLE. ANOTHER WOR MEANS TO

WALK IN AN QRDERLY FASHION OR STRALGHTwdelllE. WITH
*CERTAIN BOUNDS HE WORD N OUR TEXT TODAY IS BEST

v TRANSLATED GONG-ONCITSSMAX'. THE ENPHASIS IS ON
O FE-WORDES8Qs IHE CHURCH WAS ON ITS T -
Q70 £ spECTRIEATM OR GOAL 2 ‘,o“.nm:nmnn A oo SS

ORD, ONE OF THE MISSING ASPECTS OF CHR STIAN WOR=
HIP AND SERVICE TODAY IS REV’ERENCE FQR

B \ \

/) AR _GOD l-Jﬂ.'-ﬂ!" ﬂm

‘-—-.--l \

“DAFA N
-RK\ _e

A '

IS COME: AND WORSH&F™H *HIM THAT MADE K

BY THE APPARENT JAGK.OE.
CHURCHES. | THINK THE

2 Qk-MEN-OUTSIDE-OE-CHRIST, [HE CHURCH WAS
0D BUT WITH A PROPER ATTITUDE OF REVERENC%E 0

AND GIVE GLORY_FO-H (M FOR_THE—HOUR—O! S JUDEMEH
)
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A/V"gY MJ’ /

Ouie] HAVE BEEN TO CHURCHES WHERE ALL WAS  ABSOLUTELY
“—=QuEEEF [N THE WORSHIP SERVICE AND TO ME\ THAT ISw=MERY

ﬁw HOWEVER, SOMI|E OF THESE CH CHESARE AS
‘ A YEARS
fﬁ < INDICATE
A SPIRIT OF !
l A FRIEND OF - ' ‘
DOWN A FANA - Y BOTN
_ ANY clu. - :

AR 0_R T ME ADD ANOTHER WORD.,

7} ALK REVERENCE S EXPRESSED NOT ONtY IN
: '-J_ S0 4 ER#. SUNDAY IS THE LOorD's DAy,

HURCH 1S THE LORD'S HOUSE AND | THINK A WORD OF

CAUTION AND RESPONSIBILITY IS IN ORDER ESPECIALLY

TO THE YQUNG IN THIS MATTER OF DRESS,

REALIZE THERE IS SUCH s ABROAD IN THE
LAND TODAY ANY K ND OF D 'SS SUPPOSE TO BE ACCEPT-
ABLE ANYWHERE . (RELATE THE sTU-

PIDITY OF A MAN LIK OODY LLEN WEARING A TUXEDO
AND SI}I?AK RS, IT MAY BE GOOD PUBLICITY BUT ITS BAD

) TASTE
: EARING.AWSUIT® AND JME WON'T
T FELLOWS ON THE LORD'S DAY AND DR NG IN A
(SADMSIDNE WAY IN GOOD TASTE AVOIDING SHORTS ”ANB\ &

EN_IN T
VER THE DOOR

PAGAN RELIGIONS AND STRANGE GODS DO NOTLCOM
“THER S. HOWEVER, ONE QF THE
THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THAT OF DIVINEigr FORTER,
WROTE THE_CORINTHIANS THESE WORDS —BLESSED R
_EVEN THE FATHER OF 0O R

) _OF_MERGEES, AND THF -GOD

"ATION, THAT WE MAY BE

HE_COMEORT WHEREWITH WE OURSELVES ARE COMFORTED OF
ALop, (ITCorn. 1-3-4) "NevERTHELESS GoD, THAT COM-

g _




FORTETH THOSE THAT ARE CAST DOWN, CAMEQRIERUS. BY
THE COMING OF {5TUS,B (T Corn, " 7: E 118,

—~ [ THESs., 5:11, HEREFORE COMEORT YOURSELMES TO-

GETHER, AND EDIFY ONE ANOTHER, EVEN A AS ALso YE DO.”
THE CHURCH OF JEsus CHRIST ISN'T PERFECT AND AS A
MATTER OF FACT IT WILL ALWAYS HAV 0C S AND
PEOPLE WHO OFFEND OTHERS AND WHO A N THEIR
APPROACH TO LIFE. BUT WITH ALL ITS PROBLEMS, THE
CHURCH IS ABLE TO COMFORT PEOPLE IN LIFES DESPERATE
{HOURS.- O AN T T ME S~ HAVE=YOU—COME=TO=CHUR:

i

x

]

[

{

LOW
o Bob BLSCOUMRRY: o-Sede KOcsilhelly T 10
HAVE BEEN COMFORTED BY THE-PR E,
THE SINGING OF HXMBNS AND THE PRAYING S
AND MOST OF ALL THMW;WH%’W@
A GROWING SPIRITUAL CHURCH M R COMFORT

| TO ITS CONSTITUENTS, SOMEONE HAS WELL SAID THE

\ i MENBSTRYSOFSTHERGHURGH 1S TO COMFORT THE AFFLICTED

AND.AEELI..CJ’ THE COMFORTABLE. ( Y.
V. THE MARK OF NUMBERS N~

F AcTS IS A BOOK OF HMET1
=4/ THE LORD ABBED TO THE CH St AETS

ING . THE LORD Gﬂllllgﬁﬁp FROM THE
MTHE CHURCH W Fn PEOPLE
WERE SCATTERED TO THE EXTREMES OF PALPETINE AND IN
OUR TEXT TODAY THE CHURCH WAS M -

THAN ANY OTHER'SINGLE-'

7

: HE WRITER
N US THAT THIS TIME IN

CHURCH HISTORY WAS_A TIME GREAT

(ComPARE aCTS 6:1,7 AcTs 7: 15 ﬁ%i!” iHERE
hp_thAMONG SOME CHURCHES TODAY

T0 BE THE ‘ THINE O

EHURCHES ADY

ISEVTHAT THEY HAVE THE

IN THE CITY, THEY ADVERTISE THE
(ﬁi} IN THE STAIE OR IN THE.UNITED StATES., ({RECATE
ADVERTTSEMENT OF TEE HORLDS LARGEST ‘SUNDAY
A

N

CHOOL _WHEN THAT IS ALSO THE CLAIM oF JACK HYLES,
ERRY FALWELL, AND SEYgRAk CHURCHES IN THE STATE OF
on AT T COINED

THE TERM (UMBORSMICR THESSE HIS

éDEA OF HAVTNE ™ - AT
UNDAY SCHOOL E UNDAY HAS DO E MUCH TO CHEATe~

THEM THE GOSPEL. IT MAY HELP THE.RREACHERS.EGO TO SAY
HE HAS THE BHGGEST OR BESF SOMEEHING IN A CITY BUT

IT DOES NOTHING TO THE 0SPEL OF JESus CHRIST
Mﬁﬂi&ﬁ%. ANCE HAVANER HAS SAID
0,2.5 AT ;4»&-’%1/ ~ 5 e %:C

Al A /
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THAT THE CHURCH IS NO PLACE TQ HAVE' , MOMEES,
gzrllll AND M@K EYS s EVERY SUNDAY AGREE .
NSPITE OF ALL THE | 8 W .—-\ARE_BEMM
)0D_SOLID BIBLE ™ ENTERED CHURCHE*
NUMBERSS AS A MATTER OF FACT @ME IS A NUMBER.
BOOK IN THE BIBLE CALLED THE BOOK OF
THE BOOK OF ACTS\ IF FILLED WITH SREGLENG

= emi— CAf N f ~ 1] L T _.
§ —— T S d— Y e SR A = Eeie

74 OU-NEVER waL BECAUSE SUCH A QUESTION'
IMPLY SO ‘

A LARGE OR A SMALL ONE,
FOR A SPECIFIC REASON.
o HDULD RATHER PREACH
Wol RATHER PREACH TO
Gop
lflna
v . ‘ B a.‘. -
vt - '”fAf..f f?”“’  _ﬂ§§§f: ~SRLLLL
HAT NOT GROWING IN NUMBERS TS NOT IN TOUCH WITH

oD, AS WELL AS QUANTITLY
) AND REA ! !

AM INTERESTED INEMLH
I[ZE THERE MUST BE SOME KINDuQldAleli=CONIROL
IN ANY QR GAN;ZATION BUT FAR TOO MANY ,PEOPLE HAVE
. ADOPTED \LET S STAY SMALL_PHILOSOF Y AND IT WILL
. KILL. A _LOCAT -,..... - U CONCLUDE WITH THE REASON
WHY 0D WA TS IS CHURCH TO GROW. ‘ ; WHERE
N N 0 DR ME QL

| TO BRING THE JOSPEL_TO mu,'?( — . EEcu
/’/MJKL{S‘
W,/j
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ROBERT K. SPRADLING OcToBER 27, 1985

A MAN WHO WENT TO HEAVEN WITHOUT DYING
I1 Kines 2:1-11

THIS IS A STRANGE SOUNDING SUBJECT. YET
EVERY BELIEVER IN CHRIST HAS THAT HOPE:

“0 voy! 0 DELIGHT, SHOULD WE GO WITHOUT
DYING, NO SICKNESS, NO SADNESS, NO DREAD
AND NO CRYING, CAUGHT UP THROUGH THE CLOUDS
WITH OUR LORD INTQ GLORY, WHEN JESUS
RECEIVES HISs OowN.” THE GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT
OF SEVERAL PREMILLENIAL BIBLE TEACHERS,

I HAVE KNOWN, WAS THAT THEY MISSED THE
EXPERIENCE OF GOING TO HEAVEN WITHOUT
DYING., (L. Cor.,.15:51) “LisTEN, [ WILL
TELL YOU A SECRET. WE SHALL NOT ALL DIE,
BUT SUDDENLY IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE,
EVERYONE OF US WILL BE CHANGED AS THE
TRUMPET SOUNDS! THE TRUMPET WILL SOUND
AND THE DEAD SHALL BE RAISED BEYOND THE
REACH OF CORRUPTION AND WE WHO ARE STILL
ALIVE SHALL SUDDENLY BE UTTERLY CHANGED,”
(PHIHLLIPS TRANSLATION) THIS VERSE SPEAKS
OF A WHOLE HOST OR GENERATION OF PEOPLE
WHO WILL SHARE IN A SIMILAR EXPERIENCE.

THE AND
PECTACULARLY. WAS ONE
OF THE DARKEST HOURS IN SRAEL S HISTORY

AND AHAB WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SPIRITUAL
DECLINE. ELIJAH'S COURAGE TO SPEAK THE
TRUTH IN HIGH PLACES PLUS HIS TWENTY YEARS
OF UNFLINCHING PROPHETIC MINISTRY IS ONE
OF THE FEW BRIGHT SPOTS IN THE HISTORICAL

TWO MEN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT TO BE
TRANSLATED.

- j ~ 3 & F A 7 N
P 4 ) —_——— 2
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[, ELIJAH'S LAST DAY ON EARTH- + = &%

SOMEHOW, PERHAPS BY.DIVINE REVELATION, BOTH
' ELIJAH AND THE SONS OF THE PROPHETS KNEW
HIS DEPARTURE WAS IMMINENT. [HERE WAS NO
CRYING, PRAYING, PLEADING OR POUTING ON
ELIJAH'S PART BUT RATHER A VERY MATURE
ATTITUDE CONCERNING HIS FINAL DAY ON EARTH.
THAT DAY WAS MARKED BY SEVERAL FEATURES:

(A) ContrOL - VERSE 1

THE TEXT MAKES IT VERY CLEAR WHO IS IN
CONTROL OF SUCH THINGS AS OUR DEPARTURE FROM
THIS LIFE, THE LORD WOULD TAKE ELIJAH UP
INTO HEAVEN.... EL1JAH WASN'T CONSULTED,
ONLY NOTIFIED! GOD MAKES ALL SUCH DETER-
MINATIONS EVEN IN THE CASE OF A VERY SPECIAL
SERVANT. THE LORD IS IN GHARGE AND WHEN

- OUR WORK 1S DONE. IT'S TIME TO MOVE ON TO

£ HEAVEN, (COMPARE JOHN THE BAPTIST)
EL1JUAH'S WORK PASSED ON TO ANOTHER.

wha (RELATE STORY OF MAN TO FORTUNE TELLER

Thia JASKING TWO QUESTIONS.) [HE PSALMIST WAS

CORRECT WHEN HE SAID: “My TIMES ARE IN

THY HANDS...."” (PsaLm 31:15)

(B) ConrinNuaTioM - VERSE 2

"

“THE LORD HATH SENT ME....” FELIJAH'S LAS

<, DAY ON EARTH WAS MARKED BY A CONTINUING

S%  JMINISTRYs [HE LORD CONTINUED TO GUIDE AND
$3>:3; LEAD HIM IN THE WORK TO WHICH HE HAD BEEN
: ’Qh*LﬁALLED. ELIJUAH WAS TRUE TO HIS CALLING OR

ISSION IN LIFE TO JHE VERY _LAST DAY.

/ THERE WAS NO GUESSING OR WONDERING WHAT GoD
WANTED HIM TO DO, HE KEPT AT HIS WORK,
STAYED BUSY FOR GOD AND HIS LAST TRIP WAS
TO SAY FAREWELL TQ_HIS FRIENDS AND YOUNG

7 (e mw

b :)2, ,,-f ;"f’lﬂ S S == 5 ’ ri{ = \&f
a oV 1?5:?5
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COLLEAGUES AT THREE BIBLE SCHOOLS KNOWN

AS THg_ggﬁﬁﬂt_ﬂE_IHE_ERﬂEHEIS. (FrROM THE
~TAYS OF L SCHOOLS HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED

FOR "PUPH=S KNOWN AS SONS_DE_IHE_ERDBHETS.
THE GREAT_PRQPHEIS OF THE OLD |ESTAMENT

WERE THE SPIRITUAL LEADERS OF THE TIME

AND ATTRACTED YOUNG PEOPLE WHO SOUGHT TO
RECEIVE SOMETHING OF THEIR SPIRIT AND VISION
FOR THE SPIRITUAL_MWELL-BEING OF THE NATION.

THE PROPHETS AND THEIR COLLEAGUES LIVED IN
WTHREE OF THESE@&E@ OR
LIGIOUS | IFE AR IONED IN
THE TEXT. [IHEY WERE PLACES OF .STUDY, PRAYER,
MEDJFA®LON AND PREPARAFLON FOR THE GREAT
PROPHETIC MINISTRY WHICH SO PROFOUNDLY
AFFECTED THE 'SPIRITUAL LIFE OF ISRAEL. IT
WAS ALSO A PLACE WHERE SACRED _MUSIC AND
SACRED-TRABIFIONS WERE CONTINUED BOTH

PN .Q%éLLY AND IN WRITTEN FORMyghe=aQMEONE HAS

A

’

An

\*Qs
\\<§/

{r
f“\

‘\

GESTED THAT HE SPOKE INGCHAPE]D THAT
DAY ENCOURAGING HIS YOUNG FRTENDS TO KEEP
ON KEEPING ON IN THE WORD OF GOD AND THE
WORK OF THE MINISTRY, ELIJAH CONTINUED
HIS WORK IN THE LIVES OF YOUNG MEN,

(IT Tim. 2:2)  WE THINK OF PROPHETS AS

.PREACHERS BUT THEY WERE ALSO EDQ%#;QRS.
(FOR EXAMPLE, THOUGH NOT A PROPH

 LACKED FORMAL EDUCATION BUT

BECAME INSTRUMENTAL IN THE HANDS OF GOD

IN TRAINING ONE OUT OF EVERY 10 EVANGELICAL
MISSIONARIES IN THE WORLD., IN AMERICAN
HISTORY, HARVARD UNIVERSITY WAS CHARTERED
FOR THE PURPOSE OF EDUCATING ENGLISH AND
INDIANS IN KNOWLEDGE AND GODLINESS., FIFTY
YEARS LATER, YALE WAS FOUNDED WITH THE
STATED PURPOSE OF PREPARING YOUNG MEN FOR
PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT IN CHURCH AND STATE.
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY CAME INTO EXISTENCE

WHEN THESE TWO DEPARTED FROM THE RELIGIOUS
PRINCIPLES TO WHICH THEY HAD BEEN DEDICATED.
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Now NONE OF THESE INSTITUTIONS HAVE A
BURﬁEN FOR THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. IN
1880° A NEW TYPE OF SCHOOL ROSE IN AMERICA
SPECIFICALLY FOR_TRAINING MISSIONARIES.,
IT was cALLED A BIBLE INSTITUTE., THIS
ALONG WITH THE SCOFIELD BIBLE DID MUCH
TO RAISE UP A NEW MOVEMENT OF FAITH MISSIONS
AND BIBLE TEACHING TO KEEP THE DOOR OF
ITNESS OPEN TO A GENERATION OF PEOPLE.
LIJAH KNEW THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUING
HIS WORK IN THE LIVES OF OTHER PEOPLE,

GoD GAVE HIM ELI RY ON THAT WORK.,
SOMEONE ASKED WHAT HE WOULD
<::> 0 IF HE KNEW THE LORD WERE COMING IN THREE

DAYE , | SHOULD DO JUST THE WORK WHICH I

HAVE ALREADY PLANNED TO DO: MINISTERING

IN ONE PLACE: MEETING MY PREACHERS IN

ANOTHER UNTIL THE MOMENT CAME WHEN | WOULD
- —J%ECALLED.... IN THIS STATEMENT, WESLEY

TOUCHES AN IMPORTANT TRUTH, NAMELY, THE
RIGHT KIND OF CHRISTIAN NEEDS E

TO GET READY TO MEET THE E%Fﬁ%IBEOME

HEN HE WILL, THE SERVANT IS READY.
ANOTHER GREAT PREACHER EXPRESSED™THE SAME
TRUTH BY SAYING HE WOULD CONTINUE HQEING
IN HIS GARDEN! ——

-— —

(C) CoMPANIONSHIP - VERSE 6-8

NOTICE THE REPETITION OF THE_PHRASE “THEY
7007 - VERSE 6, /, 8, AcTs 3:l sAvs:
Now PETER AND JOHN WENT UP TOGETHER .
INTO THE TEMPLE AT THE HOUR OF PRAYER. ...
THERE IS A SPECIAL KIND OF TOGETHERNESS
THAT COMES oUT OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE.

Py AccorDING TO VERSE 11 THEY WALKED AND
TALKED AND AS THEY WALKED AND TALKED
SUDDENLY ELIJAH WAS ESCORTED TO GLORY.
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THESE TWO MEN HAD THE SAME GOALS AND Toshia)
DESIRES IN LIFE HENCE SPIRITUAL INTERESTS
SHOULD MOLD 'SPECIAL FRIENDSHIPS. [HOSE

WHO HAVE A COMMON LIFE THROUGH A COMMON

LORD: SHOULD HAVE COMMON INTERESTS. A PERSON
WITH A FEW GOOD FRIENDS IS INDEED A WEALIHY~
PERSON AND THIS 1S ESPECIALLY TRUE IN
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY._ (CoMPARE_DAVID AND
JONATHAN, PauL_AND TIMOTHY.)

YEARS ; ING A BOOK BY THE
LATE RaymonD_EDMANS ] NOTICED A STRANGE
SOUNDING TERM WITH REFERENCE TO

HIS WIFE QF MANY YEARS, HE REFERRED TO
ER AS - "FRIEND WIFE." THIS MIGHT SUGGEST
NE OF THE GREAT SECRETS. FOR A HAPPY
MARRIAGE - TO BE FRIENDS,

¥

(D) CoNCERN :Z)
AccorDING TO VERSE 9, ELIJAH;56£§§lRE)>\\$$"
WAS TO LEAVE 'SOMETHING BEHIN: SPIRITUAL

HELP AND ELISHA'S DESIRE WAS TO BE COUNTED
WORTHY OF THE PROPHETIC MINISTRY. POINT:
THESE TWO MEN HAD SPIRITUAL INTERESTS
UPPERMOST IN THEIR MINDS. AS A MATTER OF
FACT, MANY CHRISTIANS ARE CONCERNED ABOUT
EVERYIHING ELSE EXCEPT SPIRITUAL INTERESIS.

COUESTIOND WHAT DO YOU WANT MOST IN LIFE?
TOW—MANYT cdﬂtlrﬂﬂmNESTEV"SﬂT‘ﬂTn?:zﬂﬂzﬂéiﬁG

OF~GOD-QN_ THE LIFE IS THEIR SUPREME
SPIRITUAL DESIRE?

I1. THREE REASUNS WHY GUD TOOK ELIJAH
HOME TO HEAVEN IN SUCH A SPECTACULAR
WAY

(Suppose AT 11:55 TODAY, A MOTORCADE OF

CaDILLACS, LincoLNs AND MERCEDES ARRIVED

AT OUR FRONT DOOR WITH CHAUFFERS AND
SECURITY PEOPLE BY THE DOZENS SWARMING OVER
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THE BUILDING AND DOWN THE AISLES ASKING IF
MrR. BLANK WAS HERE. A SPECIAL ENVQY TO
Py ESCORT HIM TO THE A;gggazm THE 0BVIOUS
CONCLUSION wouLD BE THAT MR. BLANK IS
SOMEBODY IMPQRTANT! S I
ND HE MANIFESTED THAT RTANCE

IN THE MANNER IN WHICH HE WAS TAKEN HOME
TO GLORY,

(A) To UNDERSCORE THE IMPORTANCE OF
ELIJAH'S MINISTRY

THERE WAS A SENSE IN WHICH ELIJAH ACTED AS
THE VOICE OF CONSCIENCE FOR THE NATION OF
ISRAEL TO TURN THEM BACK FROM IDOLATRY.
UN SEVERAL OCCASION, GOD MOVED IN GREAT
POWER TO ESTABLISH ELIJAH'S POWER AND
AUTHORITY IN THE NATION. YET, IT WAS EASY
77\ FOR MEN To,ﬁéqgeﬁ,AND.aggiﬁﬂyE.THE MINISTRY
OF THE PROP STED HIM AS A RELIGIOUS
FANATIC, A FUNDAMENTAL BIBLE BANGER OUT
OF TOUCH WITH THE TIMES., THE GENERATION
MIGHT NOT RECEIVE ELIJAH'S MINISTRY BUT TO
Iﬁﬂgﬁﬁﬁgé%,WKS“DTFFICULT. HiS TRANSLATION
WA. 'HEARTY ENDORSEMENT OR_AMEN TO THE
FAITHFUL WORK OF HIS COURAGEOUS SERVANT.
GOD STEPPED FORWARD, STOOPED DOWN AND
VINDICATED THE MINISTRY OF HIS SERVANT.

(B) To ESTABLISH A WITNESS TO A GODLESS
GENERATION

KING.(GOD, AND EXCEPT
 EMERGENCLES SELDOM THINK A20UT Him.

™\ MAN'S PHILOSOPHY IS TO FORGET GOD IF GOD
WILL ONLY LET MAN ALONE TO LIVE IN SELFISH
OR SINFUL PLEASURE HE'LL BE GLAD TO FORGET
GoD, PETER CHARACTERIZED THE GENERATION
PRIOR TO THE SECOND COMING AS "THEY
WILFULLY ARE IGNORANT”; THAT IS THEY SHUT

\‘\— -
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THEIR EYES AND MINDS TO CERTAIN BIBLE

FACTS. WHEN MEN LIVE IN DEEP SIN, FREQUENTLY
GOD MUST ACT IN AN UNUSUAL WAY TO AWAKEN
THEM' TO THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE SITUATION.
ELTJUAH wAS GOD'S MAN AND HE ESTABLISHED

THE CREDENTIALS IN A DRAMATIC WAY.

(c) To BRING TO A DRAMATIC CLIMAX THE
MINISTRY OF A FAITHFUL SERVANT

ONLY A SHORT TIME BEFORE, ELIJAH HAD BEEN
UTTERLY DISCOURAGED.AND DEFEATED. HE
ASKED GOD TO DIE. [HINK WHAT ELIJAH wouLD
HAVE MISSED IF GOD HAD ANSWERED HIS PRAYER.
GOD KNEW WHAT WAS BEST FOR ELIJAH AND HAD
SOMETHING BETTER IN MIND THAN THE
DISCOURAGED PROPHET COULD EVER ENVISION,

S. A LOSI_JQB MAY MEAN
S

%. A's OMANCE MAY
INDICATE SOMETHING BETTER 1S ENBTFEN?UTURE.

ERSE IN LIFE COULD MEAN (oD

' HAS SOMETHING BETTER. _INSTEAD OF DYING A

i

A

| DEFEATED MAN, GOD LET ELIJAH LIVE TO TRIUMPH
_ OVER HIS ENEMIES AND HIS PROBLEMS AND GO

HOME TO HEAVEN IN A VERY UNUSUAL AND DRAMATIC
FASHION. “Fla ¢% His Fradimark |

IT11. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ELIJAH'S
TRANSLATION TO US TODAY

MOST MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH ARE BOTH
r— |HAT MEANS, AWARE

OF THE FACT_THAT THE CHURCH DID NOT_EXIST

Py IN THE OLD TESTAMENT., HOWEVER,. IN_THE
TRANSLATION OF ELTJAH AND ENOCH A BIBLE,
@%{AN RE) 1S SET BEFORE GoD's
EEODLE. HE PRINCIPLE IS THAT OF DELIVERING
IS PEOPLE FROM THE EARTH BEFORE JUDGMENT
O e e y————— B _
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ARRIVES. For ExAMPLE, GoD TOoOK ENOCH UP
FROM THE EARTH BEFORE THE JUDGMENT AND
PROVIDED SAFETY FOR NOAH TO GO THROUGH THE

JUDGMENT UNHARMED., W ESTABL S
NGDOM IN HISTORY, HE INS THAT
d A _SERIES UOF PRE™ oM

JUDGMENTS IN THE FORM OF_ELAﬁ“%EE ON
F6¥RFs THE NATION RESTRICTING ESTABLISH-

MENT OF GoD’S KINGDOM ON EARTH. WHEN GoOD
ESTABLISHES HIS KINGDOM ON EARTH AGAIN

IN HUMAN HISTORY, IT WILL BE PRECEEDED BY
PRE-KINGDOM JUDGMENT AS MENTIONED IN
REVELATION 4-19, PRIOR TO THAT JUDGMENT,
GOD WILL TAKE THE?EH#Eéﬁggﬂﬂ OF THE EARTH
?Y TRANSLATION,

Thess. 1:10, 5:9, REVELATION Sd0;  Tue

» NEXT EVENT ON GOD S PROPHETIC PROGRAM IS

'DEGH+SONS, THAT 1S WHAT CHURCH

.CH. EXPLAIN.

7 )

ON PAST

\ ABOUT .,
You WON'T LEARN ABOUT THE COMING OF THE

LORD AT CIMVIG-MEELINGS, SPORTS _MEETINGS,

BUT IN CHURCH WHERE THE BIBLE IS PREACHED,
THE MISSLON=OF=THE _MINISTER IS TO TELL
PEOPLE o™ IN THE SAME FASHION

oF EL1JAH. LL RATIONALIZE AND SAY

IT WILL NEVER HAPPEN TO ME, THERE IS PLENTY
OF TIME, SOMEDAY, BUT WE ALL HAVE AN

APPOINTMENT TO KEEP WITH Gob. (Acts 17:31)
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Taxes, Tolk FOR TRAVELLING ROADS, CROSSING
BRIDGES, USING HARBORS, MARKET SALES
TAXES, TOWN TAXES FOR ENTERING THE CITY.
FOR EXAMPLE, IF A PERSON WERE TRAVELLING

A CERTAIN ROAD HE MIGHT HAVE TO PAY

A TAX FOR USING THE ROAD, OR THE CART
CARRYING THE LOAD AND THE BEAST THAT
PULLED IT.

wouLD BE! As A MATTER OF FACT, THE .

TAX COLLECTOR HAD THE RIGHT TO SEARCH
ONE'S PERSONAL PROPERTY. HE COULD COMPEL
THE TAXPAYER TO OPEN LUGGAGE ASSESS

TAX ON ANYTHING HE SAW. HE COULD THEN
SET AN EXHORBITANT SUM AND IF THE TAXED
PERSON DID NOT HAVE THE MONEY TO PAY,

THE TAX COLLECTOR WOULD LEND HIM THE
MONEY TO PAY AND.CHARGE HIM WHATEVER

RATE OF INTEREST HE DESIRED. No WONDER
TAX COLLECTORS HELD "MoST HATED STATUS

IN SOCIETY., IT IS INTERESTING THAT

JESUS CALLED ONE OF THESE TAX COLLECTORS
SO FEARED AND HATED BY THE POPULOUS

TO BE ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES AND THEN

WENT HOME TO E Him! THE PHARISEES
WERE FURIOUS! 5@;;;;£BAND0NED HIS LIFESTYLE
AND BUSINESS TO ow JEsus. WHEN

HE CAME TO KNOW THE LORD HIMSELF, HE
SOUGHT A METHOD OF INTRODUCING OTHERS

T0 JESUS. TODAY, WE CALL THAT METHOD

LIFESTYLE OR FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM.,

LEVI HAD A GARDEN BUFFET OR PARTY AND

INVITED HIS FRIENDS AND FORMER ASSOCIATES
TO ATTEND. HE USED HIS RESOURCES TO

.§§A£ﬂ_nlﬂﬁas - TO GET THEM TO JESUS.

HIS PARTICULAR MEETING WAS NOT DESIGNED
FOR BUSINESS ADVANTAGE OR TO COLLECT
TAXES BUT SIMPLY THAT PEOPLE MIGHT SEE
OR JESUS - THAT'S ALL - THAT'S
ENOUGH! THIS WAS A MEETING JUST FOR
THE Joy oF IT! LEVI STARTED AN E.E.

IN HIS OWN HOUSE WITH A DINNER PARTY.

IN THIS PASSAGE, REFERENCE IS MADE TO
DOCTORS. AS A GENERAL RULE, DOCTOR'S
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DO NOT SEE HEALTHY PEOPLE, ONLY THE
| SICK. _[HE HEALT ON'T WANT OR NEED
HIM. So JEsSUs ﬁ% OUT THAT HE DID
o NOT COME TO CALL SELF SATISFIED
) WHO ARE FILLED WITH THEIR_(

GOODNESS.,

QR HESE PEOPLE
DID NOT DROP IN FOR A BITE TO EAT AT
LEVI'S HOUSE - THEY WERE INVITED. IHE
| \CONTACT WAS CRITICAL. LIKEWISE, SINNERS

DO_NOT WANDER INTO THE KINGD'T.!F UoD

””‘ﬂ'“ff "HE ATTHEW

EXRENSES GREAT FEAST” THERETS |
VERY REASON TO BELEIVE THAT MATTHEW

OOTED THE ENTIRE BILL FOR THIS BANQUET.

VS E D |
'HIS RESOURCES_TO HE UNR ACHEfo“<~Qéé;
™ .?COMPARE TeD.DEMOSS AND OTHERS) OPINION:
THESE PEOPLE ENJOYED THE MEAL. JESUS
WAS A CHARMING GUEST., [HERE WAS_NO &hﬁ—/‘
/CURSING, DRINKING, GAMBLING OR ¢BADYJOKES
'JUST A GOOD TIME FAR BETTER THAN THEY
EXPECTED. HERE Wﬂgﬁﬁiﬁgﬁlw EVENT Ti
- SATISFY THE SOUL AS ¥ AS [OMACH..
' THE LORD DOE MC “THAN'PE!' V
| EXPECT. [HEY CAME CURIOUS TO SEE HIM

| AND SOME EXPERIENCED THE JOY OF FORGIVENESS,
THESE | WOUL D/ NEVER BE#GASE=OUT, |
AGAIN. (JoHN b6:37) |

I1. THE MEAL WITHi§fM@@ THE PHARISEE
Luke 7:36-50

IN ALL PROBABI

THIS WAS AN INVITATION
BORN OUT OF ‘CUR M( HAN
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THE ABSENCE OF GOOD MANNERS IS OBVIOUS
FROM THE PRESENCE AND EMPHASIS OF THREE
WORDS 1IN THE TEXT WHICH POINT TO THE

_URE: R, KISS, AND OIls
THE HOMES OF WELL- TO WERE BUILT AROUND
A COURTYARD OR GARDEN., CERTAIN GUESTS
WERE INVITED BUT IF A«RABBI WAS THE

FEATURED.GUEST THE HOUSE WAS.
THAT COULD GET NEAR ENOUGH'T%.égE
HEAR HIM. IT wWAS A

KIND OF A EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITY SEMINAR,=

ACADEMIC EVE
>

OWEVER, WHEN AN INVITED GUEST ARRIVED,
THE HAD A THREE FOLD SOCIAL RESPONSIBIL-
ITY:Wﬁis PLACE A HAND ON THE GUESTS
SHOULDER AND A KISS ON THE CHEEK - A
MARK OF RESPECT. _IT WAS NEVER EVER
NEGLECTED WHEN A RABBI APPEARED. [0

SO WAS A TERRIBLE SOCIAL BLUNDER
Cig) WAT OR THE FEET - SERVANTS TO

IT, OIL FOR THE HEAD = HOT SUN
- DROP OF "OIL AS A_LUBRICANT FOR THE

ERFUME. (00D MANNERS REQUIRED

ND IN THIS CASE NONE WAS
ONE COMMENTATOR SUGGESTS SIMON
CONSCIQUS BUT HE TRIED
JESUS., POINT: THIS STORY
FERENT ATTITUDES TOWARD

DONE .

RELIGIOUSLY, SOCIALLY,

- HE=EURN TO CHRIST FOR

HELP. WEEPINGRWOMAM.- SHE HELD BACK
NOTHING, UNASHAMED, USELFISH AND UNINHIBITED
SHE WORSHIPPED JESUS WHOLLY. [0 HER

AND SHE WAS A CLASSIC EXAMPLE.
N THIS PASSAGE FAITH AN :
GO TOGETHER. MON "HAD
DINNER BUT THAT WASN'T ENOUGH. LIKE
THE WEEPING WOMAN, REPENTANCE 1S REQUIRED ®
IN OTHER WORDS TO CHANGE ONE S ATTITUDE
TOWARD HIM OR NO FORGIVENESS IS FORTHCOMING.

y
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[11. THE MEAL WITH ZACCHAEUS/CHIEF PUBLICAN
Luke 19:1-10

d THE FIRST ARRESTING FEATURE ABOUT THIS 3
STORY AS IT RELATES TO OUR SUBJECT IS
THAT JESUS INVITED HIMSELF TO BE A GUES
IN /ACCHAEUS' HOME. /ACCHAEUS WAS WEALTHY
BUT ALSO QUITE NEEDY. SOMEHOW, EVERYTHING
/ACCHAEUS HAD GAINED BOTH AT HIS JOB
AND IN HIS POSSESIONS HAD NOT BROUGHT
FULFILLMENT AND SATISFACTION TO HIS

LIF ==
A.- THERE WERE MANY HINDERANCES

TO KREEP—ZACCHAEUS FROM JESUS. WHERE

HE - ENVIRONMENT. WHAT HE LD

- JOBY HIs SIZE - GENES AND THE CRQWDS
- CIRCUMSTANCES IT IS SAFE TO SAY THAT
ANY TIME A PERSON IS AWEAASNS~@R SERIOUS
ABOUT GETTING SAVED THERE WILL ALWAYS

BE __OBSTACLES IN HIS WAY. CONCERNING
™ HISYRESIDENCE, THERE ARE TOWNS WHERE
TH MORE READILY AVAILABLE

THAN IN OTHERS. [T WOULD PROBABLY BE
EASIER TO HEAR THE GOSPEL AT CHARLESTON,
V THAN IN LAs VEeas, NV. JERILCHO
WAS A FAMOUS CITY NOTED FOR ITS PRODUCTION
OF SPICES AND PERFUMES. HOWEVER, IN
SPITE OF ITS NICE CLIMATE AND OTHER
BUSINESS FEATURES IT WAS A TOWN OF GREAT
A DNESS FILLED WITH THLEMES AND ROBBERS.
e I T NEVER EASY TO BE SAVED
B0T_THERE OME PLACES THAT ARE MORE
CONDUCIVE TO SALVATION THAN OTHERS.
SOME CITIES WELCOME A GOSPEL MINISTRY
AND OTHERS ARE HOSTILE TO IT. WE HAVE
LREADY ALLUDED TQ THE DIFEICULTY OF
- (::QACCHAEUS «JQB. THE FACT /ACCHAEUS
WAS THE HEAD COMMISSIONER OVER THE TAX
DIVISION OF THAT CITY, INDICATES THAT
HE WAS VERY SUCCESSFUL AT HIS JOB AND
PROBABLY VERY UNPOPULAR WITH THE PEOPLE,
THERE ARE CERTAIN TYPES OF JOBS THAT
MAKE 1T DIFFICULT FOR A PERSON TO BE
SAVED., |F DISHONESTY AND IMMORALITY
ARE PART OF A JOB PROFILE, IT MIGHT
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MINDING THE MIND
Romans 8:§ -6

WE TALK ABOUT THE MIND A LOT. THIS IS
REFLECTED IN THE PHRASES WE USE REGULARLY.
FOR EXAMPLE, DIRIY MINDED, NARRQW MINDED,
MINDED, SIMPLE MINDED, SINGLE MINDED,
ﬁe,;;l OUR MIND TO A TASK, WE_KEER OUR
MIND ON OUR WORK, WE ZAUL TO MIND WHEN WE
REMEMBER, WE_MIND THE SEBRE OR OUR MENMERS.
WE DON "T LIKE FOR PEOPLE TO
MIND.” SOMETHING MAY BE IN THE.BACK OF
OUR MIND EVEN IF WE ARE FEEBLE MINDED OR
WE MAY LQSE OUR MIND EVEN BOGGLE THE MIND.
IF WE ARE NOT EXERCISED ABOUT AN ISSUE, WE
MAY SAY WE MAY BE MINDEUL OR
_MINDLESS . S A WAR GOING ON AN
BATTLEFIELD IS THE MIND OF MAN. OATAN IS THE
MASTERMIND WAGING THE CONFLICT_AND IT IS AS
oLD AS EpEN. (II Cor., 1@:%4) THE MIND IS
AN AMAZING_COMPUTER THAT STORES MATERIAL
w FOR LATER RECALL. WE ARE TOLD THAT TEN
— THOUSAND OR MORE THOUGHTS GO THROUGH THE
HUMAN MIND EVERY DAY - THREE AND A HALF
MILLION PER YEAR., [T HAS BEEN SAID THAT
-~ WE NEVER REALLY FORGET ANYTHING. [HE MEMORY
STORES MATERIAL ON THE SURFACE, BELOW THE

SURFACE OR IN THE SUBCONSCIOUS, OurR MIND
AFFECTS HOW WE_EEEET-HBW—WEﬁELI, OR EVEN
—HON—SOON-WE-MAY_GET WELL . WE TALK ABOUT
BEING_Egé;Qggg;%E IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THE
BEST RESULTS. OSOLOMON SAID: FOR AS HE
£HINKETH IN HIS HEART so Is HE.” (Prov.

3:/) TELL US WE ARE WHAT WE EAT.
TELL US THAT WE ARE WHAT WE
TR , HE MIND IS A TARGET FOR CULTS,

COLUMNISTS AN CIALS - A STEADY FLOW
- OF INFORMATION BOMBARDS THE EAR AND EYE GATE
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ON A REGULAR BASIS. WE ARE MIND-CONSCIOUS
IN OUR SOCIEIIAGGQEQIAL'ERQBLEMS RANGING
FROM MILDBeTO WILL AFFECT ONE IN TEN
OF US, QUESTION: _WHAT IS THE MIND?
APPARENTLY IT IS THAT PART OF US THAT DEALS

WITH_HUMAN CONSCIQUSNESS, THAT IHINKS,

, PLANS, REELECTS AN?_MAKES_JHDG'
MORAL AND OTHERWISE. _IHERE IS NO

INGLE WORD FOR_MIND IN THE BIBLE AND_NONE

OR_BRAIN. DIFFERENT WORDS DESCRIBE VARIOUS
FUNCTIONS SUCH AS THE EMOTION, WILL, AND
INTELLECT. SINCE SATAN HAS A STRATEGY FOR
THE MINDS OF MEN, WE SHOULD KNOW WHAT IT

IS AND HOW TO ITH IT. E
6211, THE wWoR IS THE éREEK W%RD FROM
WHICH WE GET OUR ENGLISH QEI&QDS- ELIEVERS

ARE WARNED TO UNDERSTAND SATAN'S METHODS AND
SCHEMES. HIS BAITIE PLAN IS TO DEESEERVE,
DESERM. AND DESTRRY AND MUCH OF THIS ACTIVITY

IS MI TED. IN Il Cor., 2:11 THE
wom@ IS THE GREEK WORD FOR MIND., [T
REFER ESIGNS OR PLANS THAT ORIGINATE
AND EMINATE FROM SATAN, IN OTHER WORDS, THE

BELIEVER SHOULD KNOW HIS BAG-QETRICKS,
ESPECIALLY THOSE TRICKS THAT RELATE TO THE

MIND,
I. A REPROBATE MIND - Romans 1:28

THIS 1S A WORD WE DO NOT USE MUCH ANYMORE.
IT HAS A HARSH, JARRING SOUND AND IS
USUALLY ONLYNUSED IN JEST. [N THIS CONTEXT,
IT REFERS TO SQMEONE WHO IS MORALLY STERILE.
IT 1S A REFERENGE TO THE RENEGADE SINNER.

IT REFERS TO SOMETHING THAT HAS FAILED A
TEST OR MISSED A STANDARD SPECIFICALLY A
PIECE OF METAL THAT\ISN'T UP TO PRODUCTION
STANDARDS. I[N OTHER\WORDS, SOMETHING THAT
IS READY FOR THE JUNK\PILE OR WORTHLESS.

n @OM__ s_ﬂQ W-.Z.“




WHEN IT GOMES TO SIN, THE REPROBATE IS
SOMEONE WMO HAS-ABAMBOMEP ANY IDEA OF GobD.
ANOTHER TERM WOULD BE DEPRAVED. [HIS PERSON
ARRISAMDS=SPN ;- LIVES IN IT AND LIKES IT.
WHEN IT COMES TO MORAL JUDGMEN THE SCALES
NEVER TIP UPWARD, ONLY DOWNWARD. THIS
PERSON HA . As A
MATTER OF FACT TS
AT ALL., THIS WORD COMES TO MIND WHEN WE READ
SINS OF OUR SOCIETY SUCH AS RAPE AND
MURDER, SO HEARTLESS IN THEIR EXECUTION BUT
THEN SEE JUDGES WHO ARE NOT CONCERNED ENOUGH
TO KEEP SUCH PEOPLE AWAY FROM ORDINARY
CITIZENS, THIS”TYPE OF SINNER SAYS TO (oD,
LEAVE _ME_ALONE” AND GOD DOES! THIS SAME
WORD APPEARS IN_l%_ILMQIH1#3*8 WHERE IT IS
USED TO DESCRIBE EGYPTIAN MAGICIANS WHO
IMITATED THE MIRACLES OF MOSES BUT HAD NO
INTEREST IN THE THINGS OF Gop. THE NEED OF
THE REPROBATE IS TO REPENT WHICH MEANS “TO
CHANGE THE MIND” ABOUT CHRIST.

[T, THE BLINDED MIND - IT Cor. 4:3-6

IN THIS PASSAGE, THE UNSAVED MAN IS
CHARACTERIZED AS HAVING BEEN BORN =SPilRalist. Y
BEIND, HE WILL STAY THAT WAY UNLLL AND UNLESS
HE HEARS THE GOSPEL WHICH ACTS AS Slﬁﬂl_ﬁéMJNG
AND_ LIGHT-GLVING TO HIS souL, (COMPARE SAUL
OoF TARSUS AND HIS CONVERSION.) THE NATURAL
MAN IS . HIs EYES ARE c 0S
THE THING 0D AND ACCORDING TO CRIPTURE
NOT ONLY IS HE SPIRITUALLY m
. SPIRITUALLY DEAD! EpH., 2:1

THE WORD VANITY OR VAIN IS USED TO™D
SOMETHING THAT IS GOING NOWHERE. IT REFERS
TO A PERSON WHO HAS MISSED A TARGET OR AS

Y., MULLINS SAYS, "ASCENDS THE_SPIRAL

STAIRCASE THAT LEADS NOWHERE.” THE UNSAVED
MAN IS TREADING AREEIGYQS TREADMILL,

fAe = ADLENL /

.'m\"""L
EfﬁL::iEle fmug,/

—
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[T KEEPS HIM BUSY BUT GETS HIM NOWHERE IN
TERMS OF ETERNITY. [HE VAIN MIND KNOWS
NOTHING ABOUT GoD, HIS WILL OR PURPOSE.

THE WRITER OFukbGLESLASEES CAME TO THE
CONCLUSION : NDEED VAIN APART
FROM GOD., ) PAINTS THE NATURAL
MAN IN DARR FARACTERIZES HIM AS
AN ENE OR-HQSILLE AGAINST GOD'S LAWS AND
Gop AIM UPON HIS LIFE. HE RESISTS ANY
AND ALL EFFORTS OF GOD IN HIS LIFE. By

THE WAY, THIS RESISFANCE IS BOTH_ACTIVE AND
PASSdVEs SOME PEOPLE.NQD. TO GOD'AU'I—I?EYB
ARE NOT ON SPEAKING TERMS - THEY ARE NOT
FATHER AND SON NOR ARE THEY FRIENDS IN
FELLOWSHIP., [IHE GOSPEL IS LIGHT TO SIN-
DARKENED EYES. FOR THE BLINDED SINNER
GROPING IN SPIRITUAL DARKNESS HIS GREATEST
NEED IS THE LIGHT THAT COMES THROUGH THE
PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL.,

[I1. THE RENEWED MIND - EPHESIANS L4:22-24

IN CHRIST IS TQ ADORTwAwklEESLYLE
THAT DID NOT EXIST BEFORE CHRIST CAME INTO
HIS LIFE., WHEN A PERSO Gop

ONCE HIS MIND HAD
BEEN TO ACHIEVING GOALS FOR HIS OWN INTEREST,
HE IS SAVED, THOSE MAY CHANGE. OLD
:) ILL BE DROPPED FROM THE ROSTER OF
. THEY WERE DROPPED IN A-MENTAl
. MPSTER LEVER TO BE BROUGHT UP AGAIN.
2 - PROEANE AND GODLESS WORDS THAT
DW ON THE VULGAR AND THE DISTASTEFUL

WILL BE ABANDO MAL COURSE OF
CHRISTIAN GROW = PLACES AND
PRACTICES THAT ONCE PRIMARY IN HIS LIFE

— |_ AWAY_LIKE | EAVES EROM A TREE.
9 - , ONCE A MAJOR WEAPON

ARSEM-O SELF-RROGMOIION WILL CEASE
TQ.EE:H:EAE.DN. ONE AUTHOR SUGGESTS THAT
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IHE _RENEWED MIND MAY_BE COMPARED TO A LAND-
LORD AND A_TENANT. IMAGINER CHR‘IS_I‘_I_%AMWJ
{ AN APARTMENT HOUSE. HIS OLD LAND-
LORD MADE HIS LTFE MISERABLE. HE CHARGED
EXORBLTIANT=RENTwRATES, NEGLECTED THE“URKEEP
OF THE APARTMENT. HE WOULD OFTEN ENTER THE
APARTMENT UNANNOUNCED AND LEAVE BEHIND ALL
KINDS OF DISRUPTION AND MESSES. IN THE
PROCESS OF TIME, A NEW LANDLORD TOOK OVER
THE BUILDING. HE ANNOUNCED THAT.HE WAS GOING
TO BE A LIVE-IN LANDLORD AND MANAGE THE
APARTMENT FROM THE APARTMENT. HE BRQUGHT IN
DRAMATIC CHANGES AND IMPROVEMENTS. ONE DAY
THE .OLD LANDLORD SHOWED UP AT THE DOOR, AS
MEAN AS EVER, GROWLING AND DEMANDING THE
RENTw THE CHRISTIAN ASKED HIMSELF THE
QUESTION, DO I PAY THE RENT? ANSWER - NEVER.
IT IS NOT HIS BUILDING ANYMORE AND HIS
THREATS AND INTIMIDATION HAVE NO BEARING ON
YOUR CONDUCT., SIMPLY STATED, THE CHRISTIAN
TELLS THE OLD LANDLORD TO TAKE UP _HIS
BUSINESS WITH THE NEW LANDLORD. IF HE COMES
BACK AGAIN AND AGAIN, THE ANSWER WILL BE
THE SAME EVERY TIME. [|HE BELIEVER HAS A
MEM LANDLORD NOW THAT HE IS SAVED. [HAT
—TLANDCORD 18 JESUS CHRIST. WHEN THE OLD
LANDLORD OR DEVIL KNOCKS AT HIS DOOR, HE
SIMPLY LETS CHRIST ANSWER THE DOOR BECAUSE

HE IS NOW NT AND BELIEVE
ME,CHRIST‘E%g%%=E%ﬁ'¥%E?§EEEgITH SATAN.
(CompARE RoMANS 6:13-16

V. THE TRANSFORMED MIND - Romans 12:2

THERE IS AN INTERRELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE
RENEWED AND TRANSFORMED MIND. HOWEVER, THIS
VERSE SEEMS TO EMPHASIZE MATTERS OF DEDICA-
TION AND SERVICE WITH EMPHASIS ON THE PROCESS
THAT TAKES PLACE. SOMEQNE HAS CALLED IT A

\"MENTQE MET_A_QORPHOS;S.’/ PAUL STATES THAT
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THE BELIEVER IS NOT TO LET THE WORLD

Q,E_EQLF HOW HE OR SHE WILL CONDUCT HIS
LIFE., HE WORLD WITH ITS_F AND FASHIGNS

CHANGE BUT THE BELIEVER DOES NOT GET HIS

E TeolomBiisbiar S AND -STANBARBS FROM SOCIETY

ALONE - WE ARE ACCORDING TO THIS VERSE, TO
0 WHAT THE WORLD SAYS.

D OUT WHAT JESUS CHRIST WANTS YOU TO DO
AND DO IT. THAT REVELATION IS CLEARLY STATED
IN THE BIBLE. SOMEONE HAS SUGGESTED,
CORRECTLY SO, THAT ONE OF THE Fi
OF THE CHURCH IN ITS INFLUENCE O ON-
CHRISTIAN WORLD I1S: "“THE WORLD DOES NOT
BELIEVE IN HIM WHOM IT HAS NOT SEEN BECAUSE
IT HAS NO CAUSE TO BELIEVE IN US WHOM __IT

HAS ! ACCORDING TO THIS PASSAG
MED - ‘ FESTS THE FOLLOWING TRAITS:

S

7?
(1) (PoSITION)YIS NOT PARAMOUNT - THE TRANS-
FORMED- MIND-DOES NOT LDMEJ OR TO POWER .

[T IS CONTENT TO BE AND 0D

HIM OR HER TO BE. (PHILLIPPIAN '%' SJM
(2) WEALTH IS NOT HIS CHIEF GOAL IN LIFE -
THE ALMIGHTY DOLLAR IS NOT ALMIGHTY WITH
ALMIGHTY GOD AND SHOULD NOT BE WITH GoD's

CHILDREN. AccorDING To II Cor. 8:9, CHRIST
HAD IT ALL AND GAVE IT ALL UP FOR US.

(3) THE TRANSFORMED MIND DESIRES TO SERVE,
NOT BE SERVED - IHE KEY VERSE OF MARK IS
MARK 10:05, THE KING OF KINGS LIVED IN A
TIME OF POMPOUS, PROUD RULERS. HE CHOSE

TO DEMONSTRATE TO HIS FOLLOWERS HOW THEY TOO
COULD BE SERVANTS LIKE HIM. LET_ME_SUGGEST

Y OMAPRAGCTH6 SO INT
REGARDBNG—THE “TRANSFORME ND:
(a) NOTHING IS ACCOMPLISHED
WITHGOT A PLAN. WHERE THERE IS NO METHOD,

THERE IS NO MASTERY., HAVE A METHOD OF
BIBLE STUDY.




= . |
Al 4:7)
(B) Psatm 119:11 - A MENTAL ASSAULT

ON THE WORD OF GOD BY COMMITTING IT TO ONE'S
MIND IS A SAFEGUARD OF THE MIND.,

(c) Qﬁéééégiﬁ - JosHUA 1:8 - PRAYER IS PART
OF OUR CESS BUT REFLECTION ON THE
SPIRITUALLY-RICH MORSELS OF THE WORD oF Gob
IS IMPORTANT.

(D) GET GOING FOR GoD. MOST BELIEVERS

AS THEY-SOAK UP THE SCRIPTURE AND SATURATE
THEMSELVES WITH SPIRITUAL VITALITY NEED TO
GET MOVING AND USE WHAT THEY HAVE.

"W, E. SANGSTE
MAN NAMED &

B TEL LS THE FOLLOWING STORY. A
NK) HAD HIS LIFE CHANGED.BY..IHREF
FRANK HAD A YOUNGER

: THE FATHER IN THE FAMILY
DIED BEFORE THE BROTHERS WENT AWAY TO COLLEGE.
FRANK TOOK THE QVERSIGHT TO PRQVIDE FOR HIS
YOUNGER BROTHER'S EDUCATION. AFTER COLLEGE,
ED MARRIED AGNES. .. ED AND AGNES MOVED AWAY,

A FEW YEARS LATER FRANK CAME TO TOWN AND
PHONED HIS BROTHER. - AGNES ANSWERED THE
PHONE. WHEN FRANK INVITED THE TWO OF THEM

TO DINNER THAT NIGHT, AGNES DECLIMER SAYING
THAT ED HAD A BUSINESS APPOINTMENT AND COULD
NOT COME. DISAPPOINTED FRANK CALLED AN JE=D
COlslsEGE=RRIEND AND ASKED HIM TO JOIN HIM FOR
DINNER. JHAT TIME THE FRIEND REPLIED THAT

HE WAS GOING TO ED AND.AGNES’' HOME FOR

DINNER THAT NIGHT. STUNNED BY WHAT_HE HAD
HEARD AND BEFORE HE COULD RECOVER, ED CALLED
SAYING THAT HE WAS TIED UP THAT NIGHT BUT
WOULD FRANK HAVE LUNCH WITH HIM TOMORROW.
FRANK_MUMBLED SOME KIND OF REPLY, THEN HUNG
UP., Now HE KNEW, HIS BROTHER AND SISTER-IN-
LAW WERE HAVING A PARTY AT THEIR HOME AND NOT
ONLY WAS HE NOT INVITED, THE APPARENTLY DID
NOT WANT HIM THERE. ALSO, IT SEEMED AS IF
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ED LIED TO HIM. NEXT MORNING WHEN HIS
BROTHER HAD GONE TO WORK, FRANK CALLED AGNES
AND LET HER HAVE IT! IN RETALIATION, AGNES
EXPLAINED THAT FRANK'S BROTHERHADMWANLED
ti.I.u1.A.‘1:.;LJ;tE..l.=.Jw.aa.1::c...19.1.L::;..sJ=1E..n.1.1:.1;L.;:.3Ec.AJ.l.S.E...s.aaLE..=

SHE EXPLAINED
THAT ONE REASON THEY HAD LEFT TOWN ORIGENALLY
WAS TO GET OUT OF FRANK'S REALM OF INFLUENCE

BECAUSE OF HIS DOMINANT PERSONALITY.

) SP HIS BROTHE TOLD A
HE WOULD TELL A BETTER O E, HIS BROTHER
EXPRESSED AN OPINION, WOULD EXPRESS A
DIFFERENT ONE AND TRY TO MAKE HIM LOOK
FOOLISH. IHIS WAS AN IMPORTANT DINNER
MEETING FOR ED WITH IMPORTANT PEOPLE COMING
AND SHE WANTED HIM TO PUT HIS BEST FOOT
FORWARD AND WITH FRANK THERE, THAT COULDN'T
BE DONEw AFTER SEVERAL FEEBLE PROTESTS,
AGNES FINALLY SAID To FRANK - "YOU OUGHT TO
_ bk, THAT PHR
SELF-EXAMINATION PERIOD FOR FRANK IN WHICH
HE BEGAN TO SEE WHAT OTHERS SAW WAS A SIDE
OF HMSELF TO WHICH HE HAD BEEN BLIND ALL OF
HIS LIFE., PoINT: WE NEVER_MAKE_REAL
WE-.SEE.QURSELVES AS
, WE WILL NEVER
SEE THE NEED FOR A TRANSFORMED MIND,
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- L""ﬁ 1V uSAY 1T AGAIN

. PHILIPPIANS 4:4

BY ALL EARTHLY STANDARDS, PAUL SHOULD HAVE BEEN

- ' GLADNESS DEPENDED UPON

’ THEN AUL SHoOU HAVE BEEN UNHAPPY FOR

HIS HEA TH WAS POOR. %DNESS DEPENDED UPON
T

~MONEY, FAUL HAD LITTLE. GLADNESS DEPENDED UPON
, PAUL HAD LITTLE WARD SUCCESS AFTER

‘HEN"AUL WAS A HAPPY MAN,
\ JEALTH TN

NOUGH Qu TO DEAL WITH OUR.IENSLQNS
FEELING OF FRUSTRATION SEEMS TO TURN OUR DAYS

_ INTO NOTHING MORE THAN ING PHONES, RAISING
ACHILDREN, TRYING TO MEET THE DEMANDS OF EMPLOYER,

-~ EAMILY, AND FRLENDS. AND S SURROUND
N US LIKE A BLANKET. s LIFE™ Al AND

"TQ SO MANY PEOPLE.
JFE IN CHRIST COULD BE BOTH &IMP

WHEN A BELIEVER FOCUSES HIS ATTEN
ORD., A MAN LIKE PauL co LD REJOIC

_JEB.EHAI CIRCUMSTA Y BELIEVED
THAT JESUS RIST IS F LIFE'S
= PROBLEMS. WE WILL LIMI R STUDY 1O THE FIRST

o, ~ CHAPTER OF THE EPLSILE CONCERNING THE THI
%=”°.  OVER AND
WORD LY MEAN HE

~BEX OF OUR LHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE S AROUND
THE THINGS WHICH MAKE US GLAD. ARE WE GLAD ONLY

WHEN WE HAVE MATERIAL THINGS OR DO SRIRITUAL _GOALS
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS MAKE US GLAD?)

I, THE_CHRISTIAN SHOU FJOICE BECAUSE HE S
oAVED AND SECURE | ol - 1:5-/

SEVERALi%#Eﬁéﬁﬁ IN THE PRELIMINARY VERSES IN

THIS CH \EE=HIL IPPIANS WERE SAVED

@  PEOPLE, T?E TERMRGERVANE IN VERSE 1 SUGGESTS
SLAMERY.. [HE IDEA™TS THAT OF ONE WHO HAS BEEN
PURCHASED AND POSSESSED BY A MASTER. [HE SLAVE
HAD NO WILL OF HIS OWN BUT LIVED ONLY TO DO THE
WILL OF HIS MASTER. MANY OF THE PHILIPPIANS HAD

\\‘_—___________________________________________________’//

i
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EEN SLAV "“'fETHEY WERE SLAVES OF JESUS CHRIST.
P THE TERM{SARNTS LSO INDICATES THESE PEOPLE WERE
' SAVED,. ~ | T-FS=FHE .MOST~COMMON WORD IN ALL OF THE
NEw TESTAMENT TO REFER TO PEOPLE WHO ARE REN
oF GoD., THE WORD IS RELATED TO THE TERM <.
THE PRIMARY IDEA IS THAT SOMEONE OR SOMET AS

/BEEN SET APART FOR SERVICE TO GoD. THE TERM "IN
CHRIST JESUS" ALSO REFERS TO SAVED PEOPLE. ONLY
AT\THE REDEEMED . ONE OF THE GREAT
/// \WERSES ON TH OF THE BELIEVER IS VERSE
5 LET ME QUALIFY THE TERM SECURIT.Y.

/i
" GO_TO.HEAVEN. NO.MATTER WHAT... . Is

GIVEN A% THE EIBLE. T DOES MAT-
TER HOW WE BEHAVE. AND GO TOGETHER.

- How Se£* HoWEVER, THE BIBLE DOES TEACH THAT THE BELIEVER

“%5 ) 2 WHO 1S IN CHRIS ND EAM-
o SHEGEERE VERY BELIEVER RESTS HIS
OME KIND OF <ECUR¥FYs» HE EITHER BELIEVES
SECURITY OR SEGURITY. (CoMMENT
AND (BARNHOUSE s
] ANSWER TO THE MAN WH REN N'T YU AERAID You
@ | [WILL SLIP THROUGH THE E_FINGERS.OF oD HIS ANSWER
; GoD IS AT WORK IN
| | THE BELIEVER'S CTFE, HE WILL CONTINUE THAT WORK

' |UNTIL THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH. WE CANNOT ALWAYS
J | SEE WHAT THE LORD 1S DOING IN THE LIVES OF His
PEOPLE BUT IF A PERSON IS BORN AGAIN, 00D :
~WORK! DO NOT ALWAYS SEE THE.ELMLSE -I"°i“fT,
> i ORD _DOES ! OD _ALWAYS LIRS
(EEP IN MIND THATCVECARE NOT HOLDINBCONTOCTD 60D,
@@mﬂ.@,&ﬂ FHE TERM SECURTTY «-“ S
) HR T IS INTERESTING
THAT LE WHO BELIEVE IN SOCIAL SECURITY WANT
TO @OVER WHETHER OR NOT THEY ARE ETERNALLY
SEC IN CHRIST. HIS WOULD SEEM TO INDICATE

%ﬁBE,QDNELDEELE GTON THAN IN HEAVEN!
OMMENT ON ALATIANS HE BASIC QUESTION

REGARDING HIS GREAT BIBLE DOCTRINE 1S WHOM SHALL
3 BASE OUR DOCTRINE OR CONVIC-
h S)OF PEOPLE WHO WERE SUPPQOSED
60 HAVE B AND TURNED BACK TO THE WORLD?
R DO wﬁ BASE OUR CONVICTIONS ON
Py THE WORD OF GOD ON THIS SUBJEC?%E?E:jEﬁﬁfﬁfﬁf
3 ORN OF GOD OVERCO ;

EVEN QUR FAITH. g IHE OVERCOMER IS BORN OF Gob,
?wn..za Ouver Covnia \1-9“ il dealts — /
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THE PERSQN WHO SUCCUMBS TO THE WORLD WAS NOT

P BORN OF Gob,
[AN SHO EJOICE QVER T
PE[_IF NOT OVER T EﬁEgSE E

IT. THE CHRIST

- THE_GOS
WHILE PAUL WAS IN_JAIL FOR PREACHING THE GOSPEL,
SOME FOLK WERE PR CHING THE GOSPEL FOR sz;gaiﬂ

NISTRY. HEIR MOTIVES WERE HE POS‘

TLE PAUL WAS SPIRITUALLY MATURE ENOUGH TO KNOW
THAT IT IS BETTER TO HAVE A MAN PREACHING WITH
IEDEECT MET AN A D
LT WHILE PAUL WAS IN PRISON, SOMB—SBLR=SEEKING
RSONALLY AMBLTIQUS PEO LE WERE USING THE GOSPEL
10 _ADVANCE THE) HILE PAUL WAS IN PRISON,
SOME PREACHERS SOUGHT Q_ENHAN HEIR OWN POSI -

ON O - - - =A=A Wi HURCH , .AUL

LOOKED BEYOND THEEEEIIX_EggggﬂALLILES AND REALIZED
fPR

THAT [T }S POSSIB
HIS 1S A DIFFICULT

A sou To UNDERSTAND TODAY PERSONALLY AM IN
'DISAGREEMENT WITH THIS GENERATIO EVERS
IWHO WERE REARED ON A KIND OF ERE;;%ANQE HRISTIAN-
;ITY WHICH KNOWS NO LO 7. |HEY WERE SAVED
OUESIDE THE CHURCH, NURTURED OUSSEDE THE CHURCH,
/JAND THEREFORE, KNOW NO LOYALTY OR HOW TO BEHAVE
{,IN LOCAL CHURCHES. MANY PEOPLE ARE GHURGH-DRIFTERS
| LOOKING FO? A BRIGHTER-PERSONALLTY AND A BIGGER

{ PROGRAM HEY ARE FOR ANYTHING AND EVERYTHING

AS LONG AS IT IS NOT LOCAL CHURCH CENTERED. THEY
yBELIEVE IN SOWING AND HARVESTING --= THEY JUST DON'T
BELIEVE IN BARNS FOR THE HARVEST! HAVING EX-

PRESSED THIS OPINION; LET ME HASTEN TO SAY, HOW-
EVER; THAT R : . . L.

1

~ HEY MAY DRESS DIFFERENTLY THAN y LI§TEN
DIFFERENT KIND OF JGESEC, AND EMPLOY DIFFERENT

QDS | OWEVER, EVEN THOUGH | MAY NOT CARE TO
MNTO THEIR ACTIVITIES, [ DO AND WILL REJOICE
W HRIST 1S PREACHED EVEN THOUGH | AM IN DIS-

AGREEMENT WITH THE METHO

T ONE S METHODS IS Eg[ THE _POINT. T REJOICE IF THE
EVEN THOUGH BELIEVE THE

MESSAGE IS MORE EFFECTIVE IF THE METHODS ARE COR-

RECT! (My cooD FRIEND _WARREN WIERSBE HAS WRITTEN




“SAY IT AGAIN” 4,

A VERY MEANINGFUL ARTICLE IN THE CURRENT MooDy
P MONTHLY IN WHICH HE SUGGESTS THAT WE ARE SO RE-
LIGLOUSLY ACTIVE AND SO ULTSZORIENTED MANY OF

US ARE ON A RELIGIOUS TREADM CHURCH HAS
BECOME A CENTER OF _ACEINEFY TO KME EXCLUSION OF
A PLACE OF ' - AMEN!T  Many

CHURCHES ARE FEEDING THEIR PEOPLE ON ACLESFLLES —-
.- AND | BELIEVE IN BEING ACTIVE FOR CHRIST -- BUT
~ MANY ARE ACCEPTING A.RELIGIOUS SUBSTITUTE. DR.
Ei:‘\\ WIERSBE SUGGESTS THAT IT 1S POSSIBLE TO FILL THE
‘v NSTOMACH WITH MATERIAL WHICH IS .NOT-NUIRLTION
9"\.\(’: OAND NON . EOR ,n - N 0N HOULD

L TH, NOHSH] P
PR LMAE N LILLE P [ K A ) A

<, ¥ QLI R A ORD'S DAY,
*) REL1610USCSUBSEEFHTES LEAVE T UAL
HUNGRY., WE NEED TO COME FACE Eﬁﬁgk%%I%?%H egn IN
OUR WORSHIP SERVICES. ) ADDITIONAL NOTE: |

HAVE BEEN IMPRESSED WITH THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE ﬁg:

WHO WILL T Y L
SOMEHOW'U#%%E%E%HENT WITH METHODS IS A PERSONA iég
AFRONT TO MANY CHRISTIANS. N
[I1I. IHE C—RISTIAVSH?U REJOICE THAT
NOT THE END OF IT ALL -- VERSE 20 -

L]

™

¢ OME OF YOU HAVE BURIED A LOVED ONE THIS YEAR.
€T o . HOw-
£4..,,0 EVER, WE.DO NOT DESPAIR AS PEOPLE WHO HAVE NO
" HOPE, [HE PERSON WHO HAS LIVED IN THIS LIFE
"% FOR (pRESIL KNOWS THE JOY OF DYING IN CHRIST. THE
TERM IS A STARTLING WORD. JHIS WORD WAS
USED IN OREEK WRITINGS_TQ SUGGEST selMLEREST Q
LANEX" . AccorDING TO 2 Cor. 5:1 THE BELIEVER
WHO DIES GAIN RESENCE OF OUR LORD, ANOTHER
AR BETTER SOMETHING HAS_BEEN
IN THE TRAR ON OF THIS PHRASE. IT IS A

INDICATING SOMETHING THAT IS .
HO. NOT L . U$
RATHER IN WHO HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD. HE
LOSS OF A LOVED ONE WILL LEAVE A VAWM AND FEARS
OVER THEIR LOSS, SYEL I0 _COME _FOR
(1 THESs. O:13-
P IV, THE CHRISTIAN SHO REJOICE THAT HE IS PER-
MLTTE SUFFER F CHRIS] == 1:7

ANY PERSON WHO WALKS AROUND _ENJOYING HIS PERSE-
CUTION AND HOPING THAT SOMEONE WILL RUNISH HIM

. |



“SAY IT AGAIN” i

FOR HIS WRONGDOING HAS Jhéuaiuaus.aﬁnBLEm THERE
@ 1S, HOWEVER, AN INDICATION IN THE LBLE THAT, BE-
LIEVERS_ARE CALLED UPON TQuSMEFER FOR CHRIST'
. THERE IS A VAST DIFFERENCE IN SUFFERTNG

FOR OUR OWN RO CHOT O ECA T PECHE T AR T T > AND
ROFBEES . HEN TRIAL OR TESTING COMES INTO THE
LIFE OF THE,

VERAGE BELIEVES

R, THE FIRST QUES;LON
E ASKS IS < v '

HE IDEA 1S THAT SOMEHOW GOD 1S DEALING EEQEEQEY
AND_EEEEﬂﬂ:ﬂG FOR SOME LiMCNOMM_SIN THAT
SEEKING CLARIFICATION_OVER WHY THIS SHOULD COME

INTO O VES, HE BIBLE TEACHE SUFFERING
ON THEH@EEE'OF THE CHRISTIAN IS EENEFICERM, WHEN
IT MAKE s_n;ﬁENnEH%ng%ﬂﬁggg. TTEN N ARN
THAT WE CANNOT MAKE OWN, WE ARE DEPEN-
DENT UPON HIM, THEN SUFFERING WILL HAVE ACCOM-
PLISHED ITS PROPER PURPOSE. EVERY PERSON 08
EVER USED IN A MIGHTY WAY HE HAD TO BREAK. (0D
IS NOT INTERESTED IN THE EXTENT OF OUR ACTIVITIES
IN THE FLESH. SHEEERINGs RL_Ol S—PRQ

DT A

‘ARTIST 70 EAKE PEN AND INK AND SKETCH A
DRAWING OF HRIST. [T IS ALSO POSSIBLE FOR
AN ARTIST TO SKETCH AN IMAGE OF CHRIST INﬁg%QQEM
GOD WANTS TO OUTLINE THE IMAGE oF His Son LED
THROUGH SUFFERING INTO THE LIVES OF HIs PEOPLE
UNTIL WE_REPRQDUCE- IGE OF .CHRIST AND HIS
LIKENESS I IN_CHAPTER 1 VERSE 2

N.QUR.LIME
SPEAKS OF THE-JQ¥.QE.I§§I{§§
EHE FlebSH-REBELS AT THIS IDE

VANGES THE CAUSE OF CHRIST. ACCORDING TO PHILIP-

PIANS 3:10 THE PRIMARY GOAL OF PAUL WITH REFERENCE

TO SANCTIFICATION WAS TO ENTER DAILLY INTO Aseglrr

ER-—SURREN! DER—AND _CONFORMEEY-_TO THE IMAGE OF CHRIST.
g OLOS SIANS PESSAGE SUGGESTS THAT WE SHOULD

DAILY W
v OUFFERING FOR CHRIST IS A!IE!!;F!EE.
HIS DOES NOT ALWAYS REFER TO PHYSICAL SU ING,
THE PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECT IS SOMETIMES THE MOST
DIFFICULT, T0O BE_MALLGMED ANQJHES?@QEQ&;QQD BY
PEOPLE WHO SHOULD KNOW YOU BETTER CEEDINGLY
@™  DIFFICULT. ALL OF US WANT TO BE EBRESED IN OUR
CONDUCT BUT THIS IS NQT ALWAYS POSSIBLE WHEN THE

OSPEL IS AT STAKE. AUL IS SAYING THAT THE
HRISTIAN SHOULD REJOICE ALWAYS UNDER EVERY CIR-

Sa

A S o o %



“SAY 1T AGAIN” 6.

CUMSTANCE. PAUL HAD THOUGHT OF EVERY POSSIBLE
M THING THAT COULD HAPPEN TO THE CHRISTIAN, AS ﬁ

MATTER OF FACT, MOST OF IT HAPPENED TO HIM. E
SAYS THAT THE CHRISTIAN'S JOY. .LS..NOL_ CONNECTED

IQ_CLRCUMSIANCES“DN_EARIHMBUI-RAIHERWQ%iggzsilﬁ
tﬂi¥§§f iHE PERSON WHO LOVES JESUS LHRIST SU-

PREMELY WILL BE CONIENT IN RIS PRESENCE REGARDLESS
OF CIRCUMSTANCES. HIS IS ONE _OF THE PRIMARY AND
YET MOST DIFFICULT LESSONS IN CHRISTIAN LIVING.

vz A LE b Tom foc Cane
"“--__Irc le (!:/.,««-L{) \CQ L pry ,__,,_rn"j' J(‘z"’-
Es’“} e },_( br . © ""f“'\“\ ‘?‘ 6 FCTMN <7 /2{ —
F"‘V{ of e ~L °->3!4/ o~ -
prt lfwe!(u_&({ a«iel \}—Zﬁz --‘LM éu,JéLﬂA

@lg_,ﬂi.‘ %&—mrw /
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RomaS’3: 214~ |

FIRST TIME IN THE B
: ‘jIS INDICATED BY A SII

s i ANGE A
&) Rom . B 1ﬁﬁf DEPENDS UPON THE
7. AIR FOR FLIGHT, JUST AS "{SH DEPENDS UPON
——= WATER FOR SURVIVAL, JUST AS DEPENDS UPON

SOIL FOR NOURISHMENT, SO THE BELIEVER'S
vV T 1s JESUS
E%gﬁéggggg%ﬁ IN ONE OF
Al ABBRESSES - HE IS
; T HE IS NEVER
PERSON HAS A

' SURE, FOR SOME IT_IS DIEEICULT
TO LOCATE THAT ADDRESS. YET THE BIBLE MAKES IT
Y CLEAR., (COMMENT REGARDING PEOPLE WHO

_ wOVE To CHARLESTON ESPECIALLY IN SoUTH HILLS.
HEN ASKED HOW OUR CITY WAS DEVELOPED, ONE-WAG
' SAID IT WAS LAID OUT BY AN _ENGINEER FOLLOWING
A 60AT.) VERSES SUCH As_LI1 CORINTHIANS 8.19
OF THIS . LET US EXAMINE
SOME OF THE BENEFIT  THET“~i*ay

Rt mae, al TR
b e, G_n 164, Qo\"-\.{

I. IN CHRIST THE BELIEVER HAS‘ACCESS TO GUD

Romans 5:2 ’35 , ifti?

™ THIS VERSE APPEARS IN THE SECOND MAJOR ™
DIVISION OF RoMANS. (EXPLAIN) ~THE WORD ACCESS

MEANS RIGHT OF APPROACH. ~ [T MEANS TO LEAD D OR
BRING NEAR, [T WAS USED IN ANCIENT TIMES TO

DESCRIBE A PERSON WHO USHERED PEOPLE INTO THE

e B, = ey,
e Cé;riaiii\sg Cobe
z ‘ ‘: (8 s \




PRESENCE OF ROYALTY. IT WAS DANGEROUS TO ENTER
THE PRESENCE OF A KING WIFHOUT PERMISSION OR

A AUTHORIZATION, A CEZ;;}ﬁ OFFICER IN THE
ORIENTAL COURT HAD THAT RESPONSIBILITY AND THE
TERM USED TO DESCRIBE/ THE WORD q?é%é? IS THE
VERY TERM THAT WAS USED TO IDEN HAT SPECIAL
PERSON. WE HAVE AKL LEARNED THERE ARE REQBLE,

BLACES AND -ROS ?EFFTHAT ARE SIMPLY_INACCESS-
_ | S. THERE ARE, PLACES THAT ARE

ACCESSIBLE .rBLJ.N.\L.LLAI.LD.N_QN.I.X

,*iggggqii? LEARNED THE MEANING OF THIS TERM IN
WAY IN OUR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM,

(RELATE STORY OF LONG, .TENUOUS ATTEMPT TO GAIN

ACCESS TO OUR CHURCH PROPERTY ON CORRIDOR G,

THE ROAD THAT FINALLY LINKED ANGEL TERRACE

ATELY 100 YARDS IN LENGTH RUNNING

' PARALLEL TO A FQUR-LANE HIGHWAY IS CALLED - AN

_ACCESS ROAD!) THE HUMBLEST BELIEVER H

~  IMMEDIATE -ACCESS INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD
BECAUSE OF HIS IDENTIFICATION WITH JESUS CHRIS

A_SON WHOLHAS RIGHT TO ENFER—INTO_GOD'S
PRESENCE AN TEMES I 17 : Dol

IT. IN CHRIST THE BELIEVER HAS AN lDVOCA’TE
3 2
/i;z? BEFORE GOD - I Joun 2:1 4¢¢5, c¢$1
LN ,_
< THIS WORD ADVOCATE TS USED IN THE GOSPEL
T o QHN TO DESCRIBE THE HoLY SPIRIT AND IS
TRANSLTED M IT LITERALLY REFERS TO
. S SE_QF_ANOTHER. A _LAWYER
T / IS A JUDIC B A. A Mt TP PO TR "__'-,, S
/=& BOOK ENTITL MaN TO SEE. T IS THE
BIOGRAPHY OF ED"*'! BENNETT WILLIAMS., HE

REPRESENTED ALL KINDS OF PEOPLE FROM.CROOKS TO
EN, THE RICH AND FAMOUS, THE POOR AND

HEM, OUT ¢EJ¢FHEEINPVERY‘FEELy3 “”il“‘Hié
CLIENTS GO TO WAIL. FOR MOST LIKE GOYERNOR JOHN
CONNALLY OR WASHINGTON LAWYER CLARK (I IFFORD HE

Cormmaon sl




SIMPLY WASNTHE BEST TRIAL LAWYER OF HIS DAY!
CLARK CLIFFORD WROTE TO HIM THE FOLLOWING /WORDS

~ OF GRATITUDE AFTER WILLIAMS SUCCESSFULLY /
DEFENDED CLIFFORD IN A HIGHLY PUBLICIZED CA

"] AM TROUBLED THAT THERE IS SOMEONE WHO WAS
ATTEMPTING TO TRAFFIC INTO THE DESTRUCTION OF
SOMETHING | HAVE SPENT A WHOLE LIFE TRYING TO

qgk BUILD AND PRESERVE, BUT THE FACT THAT YOU AR

\\QEA CLIENT'S FRIEND, YOUR CASE IS Hrs;taaﬁ, YOUR

CAUSE' H1S,CAUSE. A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP EXISTS
BETWEEN CLIENT AND COUNSELOR. THE BELIEVER HAS
SOMEONE IN FEAVEN WHO SPEAKS IN HIS FAVOR, WHO
CHAMPIONS HIS CAUSE BEFORE GOD.

%EmlERLNEEDS TO LEARN A VERY JMp:
TRITUAL LESSON IN THE AREA OF (ADVE
. T10MN RTFEAE=CLEANS ING OF

.":-\ w . G
P THE BELIEVER IS ENCOURAGED TO "
~MNOL” - THAT MEANS NOT EVEN ONE TIME. (OD DOES

“TT\M NOT ADVOCATE SIN BUT HE HAS PROVIDED AE

1+, wADYOCATE WHEN THE BELIEVER DOES SIN. oD's

Y JICLION TO THE BELIEVER IS NOT UNLIKE A
| quf-asug"‘fu.7'INSTRUCTION TO HIS CHILD ON THE FIRST
P r=OF SCHOOL. SIN IS SO HEINOUS THAT THE

RSE ”‘““‘ﬁw"HE SUGGESTTCN THAT
GOD’S PEOPLE ARELSdMLESS. BuT IT IS Gob's

WiLL Fo

EXAMPLE
. CRASH,

ARE CERTAIN CIRCU

HIs CHILDREN THAT THEY SJM.LESS. FOR
SEWCARS ARE DESIGNED™TO RUN AND NOT

GH ONE IS A GOOD DRIVER THERE
TANCES WHEN EVEN THE-BEST-OF
"RACERS CRASH. FOR WHAT REASON EVERY CAR IS
EQUIPPED -WITH SAFETY\FEATURES AND EQUIPMENT
SUCH AS ROLL BARS, SAPETY HARNESS, HELMENT,

IRE PROOF CLOTHING, FIRE EXTINGUISHERS AND




, W
L e S
OTHER.EMERGENCY EQULRMENT Fég\jﬁgT'THAT - THE
EMERGENCY SITUATIQN(2)S (RPLANES ARE DESIGNED TO

30HAPS ARE DESIGNED TO FLOAT
AND NOT SINK BUT THERE v EMERGENCY/ PROCEDURES
SO THAT PASSENGERS MAY BE FULLY PROTECTED.
THIS VERSE 1S FOR THE EMERGENCY SITUATION SO

THAT THE BELIEVER MAY CONTINUE I N
EELLONSHLE.NLIH Gop. Jesus CHRIST OUR ﬁDVOCATE
0sSIBLE. (ExpL EXPERIENCE OF
(G2 GoRDY BARNARDS AND_PARKING LOT SCUFFLE.

[11. IN CHRIST THE BELIEVER HAS AN ANCHOR FOR
@"f”“m'i THE SOUL -HeBrews 6:19-20

o AG ~ N L5K O~ Lt
| zv-:' HE SCENE IS A .NAUTICAL SCENE - IT HAS TO
/D0 WITH SHIRS, THE SEA AND SHIP EQUIPMENT. ONE
FUNCTION OF AN ANCHOR IS TO KEEP A SHIP OR BOAT
~. _FROM D NG, WHAT AN ANCHOR IS TO A BOAT,
) & 1s TOTHE CHRISTIAN., (RELATE.SEMINARY
JOB IN FOUNDARY TQ.LEARN THAT-EVEN-SMALL.BOATS.

&Qﬁﬁ%ﬁ ANCHOR . IS SOMETIMES
RO ND ONES BOAT IS TOSSED TO AND FRO - HOPE
GOES DEEP BENEATH THE STORM TQ FASTEN TO THE
PROMISES OF THE WORD OF GoD. FOR SOME,
CZQ#EE>IS AN UNCERTAIN INDEFINITE TERM, SUCH AS
HOPE_I'M sAVED.” THE IDEA IS THAT OF WISH-
ING, LUCK OR FORFUNE. [T CARRIES THE IDEA OF

-Munnh;ns THROU IT_T0O HEAVEN. HOWEVER,
E BIBLE WORD HOPE IS A TERM O y
OU WILL REMEMBER THAT IT WAS TH ' LL%D

HOPE ON A CHAIN AROUND CHRLSILAN_S_NEGK WHICH
UNLOCKED EVERY DOOR IN DoUBTING CASTLE. DR,
IRONSIDE TELLS AN INTERESTING STORY ABOUT THE
USEAGE OF THE TERQL;E%EBE@EEB IN THE TEXT. HE
A  SUGGESTS THAT. THIS ERS TO A SMALL BOAT
THAT WAS USED BY GREEK SHIPS WHEN THEY CAME
TO A HARBOR THAT WAS NOT PASSABLE AT LOW TIDE.
[T WAS CUSTOMARY TO PLACE ANCHOR IN A BOAT THAT
WAS CALLED THE FORERUNNER AND CAST THE ANCHOR

INSIDE THE HARBOR THUS SECURING THE SHIP UNTIL
THE TIDE CHANGED. [HE BELIEVER ‘S SECURITY IS

C/ /" I ;: Aove oty
/
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~SIGNIFIED THE PLACE_OF S

N'S APPROACH TO GOD BEGIN
/™ WHERE THE B W HED., PANY OTHE

R AP H
WAS UNACCEPTABLE. HIS WAS THE LESSON@
_NEVER LEARNED! E FIRST ALTAR [ ENcCoOU ED

_5_

GUARANTEED BECAUSE HIS HOPE 1S BOUND UP IN
JESUS CHRIST WHO IS ALREADY SAFELY INSIDE THE
HARBOR OF GLORY!

IV. IN CHRIST THE BELIEVER HAS AN ALTAR THAT
IS ACCEPTABLE TO GOD - HeBrews 13:10

Yy

OLD TEsTAM NT& STUDENTS”ARE AWARE THAT

ALTAR WAS_A SPECIAL WORD., FOR EXAMPLE THE
WAS THE LARGEST OF THE SEVEN

PIECES OF FURNITURE IN THE TABERNACLE, IT WAS

THE WHEN ONE ENTERED THE GATE FOR IT

— "IN CHURCH WAS NOT IN A CATHEDERALLN_ROME BUT

-

2
-

" THE PROPER ALTAR. IN CHRIST, Gon HAS MADE

"

IN A RURAL BAPTIST CHURCH WHERE IT WAS CALLED
LATER ON, | LEARNED THAT
IT WAS NOT THE PLACE BUT THE PERSON WHO WAS

ADEQUATE BELIEVER FOR THE SINNER'S APPROACH_TO
Gop., (MANY YEARS AGO ON A VISIT To Mexico 30
. MILES N.E. OF Mexico CITY AT A PLACE CALLED
TAOTAWACON - THE PYRAMID OF THE SUN. [T SEEMS
THAT YEARS AGO INDIANS THOUGHT OF THE SUN AS
THE SOURCE OF ALL LIFE AND BELIEVED THAT THIS

'GOD MUST BE FED WITH HUMAN SACRIFICES AND

SPECIFICALLY THE HUMAN HEART. FOR THAT REASON,
'CAPTIVES IN WAR WERE SAVED FOR THAT SPECIAL
"PROVISION, ON ONE RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY TWENTY
THOUSAND WERE SACRIFICED. EACH YEAR ON A
CERTAIN RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY A SINGLE BOY WOULD
CLIMB TO THE TOP OF THE PYRAMID OF THE SUN SOME
250*STEPS TO THE TOP LAY HIMSELF BACKWARD
'ACRCSS A STONE ALTAR THEN A PRIEST WOULD OPEN

“HIS CHEST CAVITY WITH AN AXE AND KNIFE REMOVE




_6_

HIS BEATING HEART FROM HIS BODY AND OFFER IT
AS A SACRIFICE TO THE GOD OF THE SUN.) [ AM
GLAD THAT NO SUCH SACRIFICE IS REQUIRED OF US
BEFORE Gop. Our SACRIFICE HAE ALREADY BEEN MADE

rd



ROBERT <, SPRADLING 27 3, 1982

“THE WET RESULTS”
~ (MFU‘T lS:Q’?-St’)

ARE IDENTIFIED BY CERTAIN OBJECTS.

OR EXAMPLE, . = LOG CABIN AND STOVE
PIPE HAT, "& , — CAP AND CORNCOBB PIPE,

LHURGHELL. - CIGAR AND VICTORY SIGN. |HE SAME
IS TRUE OF SCRIPTURE: - A TENT AND
AN ALTAj SYMBOLS OF SACRIFICE AND A!IPILGRIM

CIEE = A MANY. COLORED COAT SYMBOLICAL
OF A PROPER COVERING, ' -~ A ROD AND THE
TEN COMMANDMENTS, SYMBOL F 00D'S POWER AND

Gop’s LAwW, = A SPEAR _REVEALING A MAN
GOVERNED_BY LESH. = A SLING ANL
A HARP, il - A CHARIOT D A MA‘TLE. L

0 RE )

3 '__‘

, K+ HISTORY REV
NS OF F1SHING NETS: @
- USED ?5 A PRACTICED FISHERMEN,

NET - soME 100 E ONG OR MORE WITH A @
AT THE TOP AND QEEEB AT THE BOTTOM REAQUT!
EVERAL MEN TO HAMDEEwssak ORD USED ﬂmw&

La W)zLLUSTRATmN INCIATTHEW 13Pr0 SYMBOLIZE THE

INGDOM OF HEAVEN:

IRISTI/ SOMEONE
HAS SUGGESTED THAT THESE © oM JESUS
CALLED TO BE HIS DISCIPLES. WOULD HAVE LIVED AND

DIED IN OBLIVION EXCEPT FOR\THEIR ASSOCIATION

WITH Jesus CHRIST,) St Nes aue’

I ISCIP : dETS - Mark 1:16-13
~

[HE WORDm IS FROM THE_ROOT WORD "ZQ.EQB-
wodE, " 1T TS TRANSLATED IN MARK 4:36 “SEND

AWAYe,” THE WORD_EORGIVE MEANS TO SERARAIE

THIS SAME WORD IS
USﬁD IN EOHN 1.3, éi;éﬁ [T 1S ALSO USED IN

OHN 1:9! 1:91 THE SAME ENGLISH WORD, BUT ANOTHER
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GREEK WORD IS USED JQ DESCRIBE
EXDAQS FROM EGYPT, EBX.EALIh a

Ler :YP NOT FEARING THE ¥ I ,

[\ : ' FE.
Eiﬂﬁﬂlﬁﬁi1ﬁju'ﬁgumunnvw

=N ERRIST

OVER THES
HERE IS SOME
PR PLE. UR LORD SA& :
WO RS )
=

RUT THE
OF LIFE;

s -~ (MATTHEW 6:2
WITH THE,HABE AND

'BROAD_WA
VATTHEW 7
OF
o ISTAT

QCCORDING

! Y {HEN A PERSON Ei' AR
| irememesIS --*-- ENDS,=VOCARILARY ,
|| ZRLE-THE SHAMNR «g:ﬁ}; ‘-—

TAKE A MOMENT AND EXAMINE A fEW_P"A"S'SA
CRIP URE WHICH ILLUSTRATE THIS POINT

.
= OJICE THE EMPHASLS. ONg{HE WORD :
@ ' ; :3-8) NOTE AGA
THE USAGE OF THE TERM CHERE] CJEVER) IN THE

HIsSTORY OF THE (g ANSERURCH HAS MORE BEEN
TA“;EH[ TALKED A Q”[, W REN _ABQUT , S
0 : ELMOST

PROGRAM TO THE

v.-.

EVERY CHURCH HAS A &

@ [POINT IT HAS BECOME AJEAD - It YQU DON'T HAVE

ONE YOU ARE MISSING SOMETHING!\ BUT IN MY

JUDGEMENT, _ NEVER HAS THERE BEEN LESS REL

NUINE BIBIE DISCIPLESHIPTONCE-TN A WHILE,
AM_CRITIZED VING MORE LENGTHY AND

PRESSING SOME FOLK\ THINK WE DO
NOT S ENOUGH, \|THE BIBLE
TRUTH WE HAVE BEEN EMPHASIZING—INDICA THAT

\ Wpn iy ot K _f: ;
A Qe S el 23 y
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WHEN OUR LORD CALLS PEOPLE TO HIMSELF HE DOES
NOT COERSCE OR BEG4 BUT R/

— T0 LONSIDER THE COST_OF_
, CONSIDERED "DEGHS

R

NECEéSARY T0 C
S,

EAN THE N 1S

IE ORD DOES NOUSEM
CONTRAST THE DIFFE

HERE ARE NOT ONLY VESSELS OF GOLD AN
Py B, I."lI:il-n-vulllu-twll-nﬂl“'dl-‘.‘\\‘ll-s‘ll]ulﬂll

------- 2 SQMOR ., (UFJ)A MAN THEREFORE
anat BE A _VESS]

- .l OST
& EBNG EVERY NEW BELIEVER
UNDERSTAND 1S (1) _CLEANSING FROM THE
OR OF SIN., [IHIS IS DONE ONC%

UGH THE BLOOD ST, TITUS
3:5) 2) CLEANSING FROM T OR

OF SIN IN THE BELIEVER'S LIFE, IRST H

TO DO WITH CATION THE SECOND HAS TO DO

W I THoSAD AT b S_MADE THIS DISTINCTION
VERY CLEAR 1N SEERSNLS ﬁg} IN JoHN 1§ JESUS SPOKE
OF A "PURGING PRO ORDER TO BE FRUITFUL.

JLLNESS “AND-JOY COME-FREM CLEANSING “FRE
) ON THE PART OF FuF BELFEVER« | JodN [:° TBAVID
CRY_INCPSALM SI:/-I2 TS THE CRY OF THE CHILD

OF GoD WHO THAS GRIEVED HIIS RELATIONSHIP
WITH HIS HEAVENLY FATHER AND IN SOME RESPECTS
IS FAR MORE_AQQNLZLNG THAN THE CONDITION OF
THE UNREGENERATE AND THE PENALTY OF HIS
TRANSGRESSIONS, [T SEEMS TO ME THAT THE WORD

" A
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fv—-&?, it e Rt AM«-L“C/\
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7‘—"“&‘& ({‘ At /.f —'m \

/ ¥
AY oo o ?‘ )
\ IS THE KEY TO UNDERSTANDING THIS PASSAGE,

CCORDING TO VERSE 13, THERE WOULD BE_NQ
NTIL THERE HAD BEEN
S {1 LEDR 2

1:.\(‘_‘;‘ N ﬁ;_.w.

— o MNepaaer

# L8 £L
WTree Lo 7(41, Lf/,ues«( LT /

£

0O YOU REMEMBER THE STORY OF THE CHILD SITTING
ON THE CREEK BANK LRYING BECAUSE HE WAS CATCHING
L0 _FISH WHILE HIS FISHING POLE AND FISH HOOK
WERE LAYING ON THE__BAN_L( SEVERAL FEET FROM THE
WATER, SOMEHOWJ LT HAD NEVE_R OCCURRED TO THAT

AT WILL UTTERLY FAIL IN C TCHING FISH, HE
PASSAGE BEFORE US REMINDED ESUS DISCIPLES
AND NOW THAT LCHIT -8+ 5= TF
CHRYST: IHiERe LS A8 T_THE
WORD 05 GoD THAT G nrv-_: _WORK MUST BE DONE GOD'S
WAY.. ET MAN STRUGGLES WITH THIS PRINCIPLE
BECAUSE NOT ONLY DO WE WANT EO $E SAVED BY OUR

OWN HAND, BUT WE WANT TO DO GOD'S WORK IN THE
RGY. A >0WER OF THE FLESH. LET ME SUGGEST
™ RELATE TO THE CLHR

FROM THIS GE AS THEY
TIAN LIFE: THE STRWEGLES
F IST - THESE CIPLES _HAD

WORKED A.L-I—N.LG.HLW'ITH NOTHING TO_SHOW. IT WAs
y A NIGHT OF DARKNESS ., D.LSEA.LR AND orAdURE, [HESE

¢} A" MEN WERE AFT. [HEY KNE
&7 TO FISH AND TLE DID THEY KNOW
‘/// THAT SOMETIMES IT 1S A BLESSING TO UTTERLY FALL
EVER HAD THEY BEEN SO AWARE OF THEIR EMPTINESS

‘_\\7 ) o 774/./



AS FISHERMEN., EVERY CHRISTIAN WORKER KNOWS
FEELING OF TOILING WITH NO APPARENT RE ULTS-

HE=T¢ 70 DO WITH 1
.DQ_WHAT ESUS SAXS, AND DO il HIS IS A
SIMPLE YET INCREDIABLY DIFFICULT THING FOR

ANYONE TO DO, |0 ACKNOWLEDGE THAT CHRIST KNEW
THEIR BUSINESS BETTER THAN THEY DID AND THAE
DIRECTIONS WE ARE TO OBEY, ROV,

EEP YOUR LIFE CLEAN SE THE GIFTS mSeseruipms
GoD HAS GIVEN. HE WILL RLESS IF WE WILL LET

HIMI £2 bvd s
/\\ ,./-;l-« & /':,‘-t - .:,!':J:‘ & _” £ uu— tre ,
AL/ - P
I *
M E/f“&ﬂg g é( ‘
fl ¢ — (" 7 Z'“/’”'": v/}ﬂ.t-w'\o% fr
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RoBERT K. SPRADLING JuLy 24, 1988

THE STORY OF THREE FOOLS

THE WORD FOOL IS NOT ONE OF OUR FAVORITE
WORDS; IN SOME PLACES, IT MIGHT BE A
EIGHTING' WORD! THERE IS SOMETHINGw.DISTURBING,
EVEN.OFFENSIVE, ABOUT THE WORD FOOL. WE MAY
REFER TO OURSELVES AS«FOOLISH AT TIMES, SONG-
WRITERS AND SINGERS TALK ABOUT-FOOLISH LOVE
BUT TO REFER TO ONESELF ‘AS A FOOL IS ALMOST
NEVER DONE. [HE WORD FOOL IS USED TO DESCRIBE
q AND WORDS OF A.SIMPLETON.

N MEDIEVAL TIMES, THE COURT JESTER OR
OFFICIAL ENTERTAINER, WAS CALLED A FOOL.

THE TERM IS ATTACHED TO PEOPLE

R I[FE, INSIGHT, JUDGMENT
AND VALUES MADE SOME EIGHTY
STATEMENTS "IN PROVERBS AND ECCLESIASTES

i ABOUT FOOLS. FOR EXAMPLE, IN PROVERBS /:22-27
| HE STATES THAT.ANY MAN WHQ_LLSUH&LJEL_LQN&S

:J EEOMMENT REGARDING HIMMY %WAGGERT AND HIS

STUDY OF THE WORD (e CAL THE SCRIBES
AND ‘PHARISEES FOOL"Iflﬁ_ﬁVF“-ﬁ NOT
BECAUSE THEY POSSESSED A_LQu 1.0, "BUT BECAUSE
THEY WERE SPIRITUAL LIFE, WHEN
JESUS SAID IN MATTHEW 5:22 ..."BUT WHOSOEVER
SHALL—SAY_THOU EOOlL , SHAI| RBFE IN DANGER OF

THE CONTEXT OF THE CHAPTER
INDICATES THAT OUR LORD WAS SPEAKING_OF THE
DANGER OF BEING il WITH OTHERS. THE
MAN WHO PERMITS A TO WELL UP IN HIS HEART
BY CALLING ANOTHER MAN A FOOL IS ON DANGEROQUS
GROUND., WITHIN A “d0+CHARPTER SPAN IN THE
OLD TESTAMENT, THERE ARE THREE REFERENCES TO
)\ MEN WHO WERE CALLED FOOLS. WE WILL EXAMINE
THESE THREE REFERENCES TODAY:




N

287: 3.BEAUTIFUL AND BRAINY WOMAN

=
V\% %
r\_“ f, ,« )f)-. ﬂb‘"‘-——ﬂ fi&é}l

[. THE MAN WHOSE WIFE CALLED HIM A FOOL =

I SamueL 25:25 st- | e $ frnk LN
'ﬁa&ﬁ Food 5-.,
FOR MANY YEARS, THE NATION OF ISRAEL HAD BEEN'
BLESSED WITH THE WISDOM OF GODLY EXAMPLE OF
~OAMUEL. HIS VERY PRESENCE WAS A CONSTANT
INFLUENCE FOR GOOD., WHEN HE DIED, THE NATION
PLUNGED INTO MOURNING. AFTER HIS DEATH,

WD RETURNED TO THE FAMILIAR HAUNTS OF
HEBRON AND SUPPORTED HIMSELF BY PROTECTING
THE OUTLYING HERDS AND POSSESSIONS OF

BEDOUINS FROM MARAUDING RAIDERS. [T WAS THE
OM AND THE UNDERSTOOD PRACTICE FOR
GRATEFUL BUSINESSBMEN TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIS
SERVICE BY CONTRIBUTING TO THE UPKEEP OF HIS
GORILLA ARMY. BECAUSE OF GOD'S GOODNESS AND
DAvID'S PROTECTION, A MAN NAMED NABAL HAD
ENJOYED A-RECORD YEAR.OF PROFITS IN HIS
BUSINESS, IHIS CHAPTER IS ONE OF GREAT
CONTRASTS.  I|HE CONTRAST OF NABAL AND
* SAMUEL - NABAL AND ABIGAIL. WAS A
ARRRIED
TO A SURLY, SARCASTIC, SELF-IMPORTANT MAN
NAMEE%%__. (How couLD SUCH A REAUTIFUL,
INTE WOMAN BE MARRIED TO SUCH A LOSER?
EXPLAIN_CUSTOMS OF THE ANCIENT EAST. HOWEVER,
WE NEED NOT GO TO THE EAST FOR AN EXPLANATION -
YOUR MOTHER~IN-LAW MAY HAVE THE SAME IDEA
ABOUT YOU! SIMPLY STATED, SHE WAS THE VICTIM
OF ACULTURE WHERE THE CHOICE OF ONE'S LIFE
COMPANION WAS NOT HERS BUT HER PARENTS.,
NABAL'S BREACH OF ETHICS MANIFESTED IN
INSULTS AND SNEERS TOWARD DAVID WAS FROUGHT
WITH DANGER. HE WAS DEVOID OF THE COMMON
COURTESIES OF LIFE. HIS OVERBEARING, SELF-
INDULGENT, SELF=IMPORTANT, INDEPENDENT
ATTITUDE WAS OBNOXIOUS TO ALL WHO WERE AROUND
HIM. THE.CENTRAL POINT OF THE CHAPTER IS

= 2
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ARIGAIL'S ASSESSMENT OF HER HUSBAND'S
CHARACTER IN VERSE 25. IN THE EAST, NAMES
oy OFTEN REFLECTED THE NATURE AND CHARACTER

OF THE PERSON AND INDEED NABAL LIVED UP TO
HIS NAME - HE WAS A FooL. DAVID HAD EVERY
INTENTION OF SEPARATING HIS HEAD FROM THE
REST OF HIS BoDY! ONLY HIS WIFE'S TACT AND
SWIFT ACTION SAVED HIS LIFE AT THAT MOMENT.
To BE SURE, DAVID HAD NO LEGAL-RIGHT TO ANY
oF NABAL’S PROPERTY. WHAT HAPPENED WAS A
SOCIAL AND PERSONAL INSULT BUT IT WOUNDED
DAVID'S PRIDE AND HE QUICKLY FORGOT THE
SACREDNESS OF HUMAN LIFE EVEN THE LIFE OF A
MAN LIKE NABAL AS WELLED UP IN HIS
SOUL. [HROUGHOUT OF GOD, WE ARE
INSTRUCTED THAT NO MAN HAS THE RIGHT TO
SEEK IREVENGE! FOR PERSONAL INSULT. LEAVE THAT
To Gop, THE STORY IS VERY POINTED. IN A
DRUNKEN STUPOR, NABAL SUFFERS EITHER A
HEART ATTACK, STROKE, OR BOTH BUT HE DIED
AND LEFT HI§ MDER

FOR SUCCESS ’
REALIZE THAT ONE OF HIGLMOST VALUABLE ASSE:
IN LIFE WAS HIS @@ﬁgx_uiFE. MANY MEN WITH

A NABAL-LIKE POSITION HAVE MADE THE SAME
FATAL MISTAKE Y WEPT wHEN NABAL DIED,
HE WAS NOT MQURNED FOR NOR MISSED. IHE NABALS
QF THIS WORLD LEAVE NOTHING BEHIND BUT GRIEF,
THE GREATNESS IN CHARACTER IN THIS CHAPTER
LIES IN SAMUEL, NOT NABAL. SOMEONE HAS SAID
THERE ARE FOUR KINDS OF GREATNESS:

(1) GREATNESS OF HAVING

(2) GREATNESS OF DOING

(3) GREATNESS OF THINKING

Py (4) GREATNESS OF BEING

(BY THE wWAY, THE PRACTICE oe_ggtxgamg
MENTIONED IN VERSE 44 1S NOT A GOD-SANCTIONED
PRACTICE. [HE BIBLE SHOWS THAT SENSUALITY
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was DAvVID's BESETTING SIN. THERE WERE CERTAIN
THINGS PRACTICED BY (LD TESTAMENT SAINTS

WHICH GOD PERMITTED APART FROM IMMEDIATE
JUDGMENT WHICH WERE STILL WRONG IN THE SIGHT
OF GOD EVEN THOUGH MEN OF PROMINENCE, LIKE
DAVID, COMMITTED SUCH SINS, [HIS FIRST STEP
TOWARD. POLYGAMY. LED TO THE MULTIPLE MISERIES
OF DAVID S LATER LIFE. SOLOMON FOLLOWED HIS
FATHER'S UNSCRIPTURAL EXAMPLE.)

IT. THE KING WHO CALLED HIMSELF A FOOL =

r4% 0 = 4 {[:," ."‘
.. o0 &

THIS CHAPTER RECORDS THE FINAL ~0F
SauL anDp Davip. SauL woULD soow , WITH
HIS SONS, ON THE HILLS OF GILBOA IN SHAME
AND MILITARY-DISGRACE AND DEFEAT. I[N THIS
CHAPTER, ONCE AGAIN WE SEE THE UPS AND DOWNS,
THE DR JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE=TYPE' PERSONALITY
THAT TORMENTED SAUL THROUGHOUT LIFE. FOR
A SHORT TIME IN THOSE EARLY DAYS, SAUL WAS
PLEASED WITH YOUNG DAVID AND WANTED HIM
NEAR. DAVID'S MUSICAL ABILITY PLUS HIS
COURAGEOUS AND CONSUMMATE SKILL AS A SOLDIER
APPEALED TO SAUL. THEN CAME THAT DAY WHEN
THEY RETURNED FROM BATTLE AND SAUL HEARD THE
CHANT OF THE LADIES ALONG THE STREETS OF
JERUSALEM, FROM THAT DAY FORWARD SAUL WAS
SUSPICIQUS OF DAVID AND SOUGHT TO TAKE HIS
LIFE.

TO SAUL ONCE AGAIN THAT GIVEN THE
OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE. SAUL' S LIFE, HE CHOSE
NoT T2 R SQ-“A OR_ONE_BRIEF '

HERE 1S AN INTERESTING
COMPAR.LSON THESE TWO CHAPTERS OF DAVID'S
DISPOSITION, HE WAS READY To TAKE NABAL'Ss
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HEAD WITH A SWORD OVER AN INSULT BUT WAS
CONTENT TO SPARE SAUL’S LIFE EVEN THOUGH
™ SAUL HAD TRIED TO KILL HIM SEVERAL TIMES,
HE SIMPLY WOULD NOT SIEZE THE OPPORTUNITY
TO AVENGE HIMSELF OF HIS ADVERSARY.) ..SAUL'S
ENTIRE LIFE MIGHT BE CHARACTERIZED AS
"PLAY.ING..THE FOOL. IN HIS TWISTED MIND, SAUL
COULD NOT DETERMINE WHO WAS FRIEND AND ‘FOE.
SOMEONE HAS SAID HE WAS AN EXAMPLE OF
“PARANOIA ON PARADE."” [T WAS AS IF WHEN HE
RECOGNIZED EVEN FOR A MOMENT HIS PROBLEM HE
WAS HELPLESS TO ch%ugngND MOVED EVER ONWARD
IN A COURSE OF SELF-DESTRUCTION.
THAT SEEMED TO ENGULF SAUL ON THIS OCCASION,
THE POINT OF CALLING HIMSEEE_HABDHMAMES,DID
NOT INDICATE A CHANGE OF HEART. HE SAW
IF BUT FOR A MOMENT THE FOLLY OF HIS CONDUCT
BUT MADE NO ATTEMPT TO-CHANGE THAT CONDUCT!
a HE RECOGNIZED THE UNKINGLY-LIKE BEHAVIOR ON
\ HIS PART BUT STOPPED SHORT OF CORRECTING
THE PROBLEM. SIMPLY STATED, HE RECOGNIZED
THE PROBLEM BUT WOULD NOT.'RECTIF
THIS 1S INDEED THE LIFESTYLE OF A FooOL!

- I11. THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF WHO CALLED THE
e Lo CONMANDER OF HIS ARMY A FOOL -
ORREC 1T SamueL 3133 (38X A

[ SAMUEL CLOSES WITH THE DEATH OoF KING SAUL.

SAUL'S MILITARY CHIEF, A MAN NAMED ABNER,

PUT ISHBAOSHETH, SAUL'S SON, ON THE THRONE

AS A-WEAK PUPPET KING WHO DID ABNER'S BIDDING,

UNDER AB®NER’S LEADERSHIP MUCH OF THE LOST

TERRITORY WAS REGAINED., HOWEVER, AS TIME WENT
O oN DAVID'S FORCES BEGAN TO INCREASE IN NUMBER

AND POWER, Il SAMUEL-2 TELLS THE STORY OF

AN ATTEMPT BETWEEN THE FORCES OF »ABMER AND

THE FORCES OF <J@AB:; TO SETTLE SOME MILIARY

SCORES BY A REPRESENTATIVE-TYPE WARFARE OR
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WAR GAMES BETWEEN TWO COMPANIES OF 12 MEN
ON EACH SIDE. HOWEVER, WHEN JoAB’S SIDE

WON HANDILY CONFLICT BROKE OUT AMONG THE
REST OF “THE FORCES AND_ABNFR WAS_EQRCED T0.
_ELEE FOR HIS LIFE. JOAB, WHO WAS DAVID'S
NEPHEW, HAD TWO SOLDIER BROTHERS NAMED
ABISHAL AND-ASAHEE., [HE LATTER OF THE TWO
WAS RECOGNIZED FOR HIS SKILL AND SPEED AS
A RUNNER., [HIS CHAPTER TELLS HOW ABNER

KILLED ASAHEL. B VOWED TO KILL ABNER - A
KEY POINT IN THIS CHA TER! _JMOLNEARS WENT BY
AND A QUARREL ERUPTED BETWEEN ABNER AND

[SHB@®OSHETH QVER A WOMAN. WOUNDED IN PRIDE
AND SEEKING TO OFFER DAVID HIS RENEWED
ALLEGIANCE, ABNER MADE OVERTURES TO DAVID

TO TRANSFER HIS ALLEGIANCE. AFTER SOME
PRELIMINARY-~TESTS OF HIS SINCERITY, -A-FEAST
WAS GIVEN IN HONOR OF ABNER. AT THE FEAST,
JOAB WAS NOT PRESENT BUT OUT ON A MILIARY
EXPEDITION. WHEN HE RETURNED AND LEARNED

OF THE EVENTS THAT HAD TRANSPIRED IN HIS
ABSENCE, HE SENT-A-MESSAGE TO ABNER UNDER
DAVID’S NAME TO MEET HIM OUTSIDE THE GATE OF
THE cITY OF HEBRON - WHERE ABNER WAS LIVING.
FEIGNING A PRIVATE CONVERSATION, JOAB STABBED
ABNER TO DEATH. QuESTIoN: WHY 1 s
LAMENT DID HE CALL ABNER A FOOL? IN THE

DAYS OF MOSES, SIX CITIES - THREE ON EACH
SIDE OF THE JORDAN RIVER - WERE ESTABLISHED
AS PEAGES#OF.ASYLUM FOR THOSE GUILTY OF
ACCIDENTAL MANSLAUGHTER. ONE OF THOSE CITIES
ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE JORDAN RIVER WAS THE
CITY OF HEBRON. THERE WAS NO POINT IN THE
ENTIRE NATION OF ISRAEL MORE THAN 30 MILES
AWAY FROM THE ‘SANCTUARY. AND SAFETY OF A CITY
OF REFUGE._ IT WAS ABOUT ONE DAY'S HARD
JOURNEY., IN THE ORIENT, IF A MAN WAS SLAIN,
IT WAS THE DUTY OF THE NEAREST RELATIVE TO

»
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AVENGE HIS DEATH. [T WAS THE KIND OF JUSTICE
EXECUTED IN THOSE DAYS. ITHE PERSON WAS CALLED
THE AMENGER OF BLOOD. FESTABLISHING THE CITIES
OF REFUGE WAS A JUDICIAL. STEP TO PROTECT A
MAN UNTIL HIS CASE COULD BE PROPERLY JUDGED
N _COURT. UNTIL HIS TRIAL WAS CONDUCTED,
THE ACCUSED COULD LIVE IN ONE OF THESE SIX
CITIES. TF PROVEN TO BE INNOCENT HE WOULD
BE BROUGHT BACK TO THE CITY OF REFUGE TO
LIVE UNTIL THE HIGH PRIEST DIED. AFTER THAT
HE WAS FREE TO GO HOME. HOWEVER, IF THE
_ AVENGER OF BLOOD. COULD GET TO HIM OUTSIDE
THE RROTECTIVE.CUSTODY OF A CITY OF REFUGE,
THE AVENGER OF BLOOD COULD TAKE HIS IFE
WITHOUT JUDICIAL PENALTY OR BLAME!
WAS A CITY OF REFUGE AND ABNER. WAS NOT LIVING
THERE BY ACCIDENT. HE LIVED THERE FOR HIS OWN
PROTECTION, DAVID S LAMENT POINTS TO THE
FACT THA : VERY _FOOL ISH T . HE
ISCACCULATED WOEN HE BELIEVED THAT JOAB
WOULD LET BYGONES BE BYGONES: HE WAS UNAWARE
OF THE DEEP BURNING REVENGE IN JOAB'S HEART
AND WAS ALSO UNAWARE OF HIS OWN PEEﬁ? BY

ACQUIESCING TO JOAB'S INVITATION.
HAD ONLY STAYED NSIDE THE CITY WAL
WAS ABSOLUTELY NOTHING JOAB COULD HAVE DONE,
Efﬁgiibnlsn, A FEW STEPS AWAY FROM LEGAL
SAFETY, CFOINTS, DIHERE ARE HOSTS OF PEOPLE
LIKE ABNER-WRO-WILL DIE FOOLISHLY NEAR THE
PLACE OF SAFETY. MULTIPLIED THOUSANDS OF
PEOPLE WHO HAVE HEARD THE$%@§¥ﬁb‘AND KNOW
THE_WAY..OF SALVATION AND THE ORTANCE
OF BEING SAVED SIMPLY MISCALCULA:
PLAN TO GET RIGHT SOME DAY BUT FAIL
THEIR SITUATION INTO VIEW., AT THE TIME OF
HIS.DEATH, ABNER THOUGHT EVERYTHING WAS GOING
HIS WAY+ HE WAS-ACC BY DAVID AND FOR
THE FIRST TIME IN HIS L%EE ASSOCIATED WITH
A MAN WHO APPRECIATED HIS WORTH AS A MILITARY

THERE
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STRATEGIST AND WARRIOR. ﬁuz-%amﬁ&
WITHOUT WARNING. [N THE NEw TESTAMENT,

THERE WAS A MAN WHO WAS NOT A SOLDIER BUT
A BUSINESSMAN WHO LIKE ABNER MISCALCULATED.
(Luke 12:20) GoD CALLED THIS MAN "A FOOLISH
MAN . * THE EVIL IN HIS LIFE WAS NOT THAT HE
TOO MUCH' BUT THAT HE HAD NOTHING ELSE,
WHEN DEATH CAME, HE HAD NOTHING LEFT.
HAD MISSED THE OPPORTUNITY AND PURPOSE OF
MAN'S EXISTENCE, NAMELY, TO BRING GLORY
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