HOWEVER, FOR GOOD ILL, IT IS "M
‘(CommeNT REGARDING C.R,W, - PIPKIN INSTAL- -
M WLALLON) 772 7=

II. HE FOUN FOR THE HARD PLACES IN
LIFE - VERSEs 5-8 STRenGyR. pil 592

oY i"'“""' :
\_ 21 THE LORD'S PEQREENARE CALLEDéggﬁég. JESUS
77 TOLD PETER TOCEEED)THEM. 1S
77— REGULAR TASK OF—AN UNDERSHEPHERD =
SHOULD COME Y wiy 9OME PREACHERS
KNOW THAT! WHEN PEOP TO THE HOUSE OF
GOD THEY SHOULD BE HELPED AND NOT_.HINDERED
AN THEIR CHR I ST I AbwetPReloind (RELATE

cEndRy.) ( VERSES 5 AND 7J) THE TEXT SAYS
RENGTN) IS IN (HED - THE

TEAE—ORMULA IS, STAY CLOSE "HIM AND WE

STAY STRONG, =

IN YOURSELF BUT IN THE [0

"HTS BOUNDLESS RESO () -
PHTEET_§_TﬁENSLATION§ :6-9 THE
LORD REPEATS THE WORD SEVERAL TIMES
IN ENCOURAGING JOSHUA TO BE BOTH CJ»“" W,

STROMG. IN THE FAITH OF HIS ENEMY. "

fRos)UOMES TO ALL_SOONER OR_ LATER,_" RE" T

S FIND THE

(7o
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[II. HE FOUND THAT REAL SATISFACTION COMES
FROM GODLINESS NOT WICKEDNESS - é&hﬁ&V\

VErRsEs 9-12 "“‘-~‘_
ONE DAY WITH THE LORD IS BETTER
ELSE.

.AMEE .-H:E WERE IN THE FAR cgunzgv BUT
N REALITY THEY WERE IN THE FATHER S HOUSE.
HE DISCOVERED THAT WHEN YOU EAT AT THE DEVIL 's
" TROUGH) YOU SEEEP IN THE DEVIL'S PIGPEN. IHE
“LORD 1S THE GIVER OF GOOD THINGS IN OUR LIVES.,
WE FIRST CAME To BURR 0AK IN THE EARLY
, -A_MAN STARTED ATTENDING PRAYER MEETING
y AS A BUSINESSMAN IN ALBION., HE PURCHASED
8 SCOFIELD REFERE CE_BIBLE AND KEPT ON ATTEND-
*-ni’ING PRAYER M ETINE EVEN BREAKING UP IN PRAYER
GROUPS THOUGH HE DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE
PRAYING., AFTER SEVERAL WEEKS OF SUCH UNUSUAL
8CTIVITY, HE CAME FORWARD ONE SUNDAY MORNING
-0 RECEIVE CHRIST AS SAVIOUR., HE RELATED TO
ME HIS STRANGE CONDUCT .WHILE UNDER CONVICTION.
COMMENT REGARDING SHOWER AND COVERS. s+iAE=RAY
A ACT.LON = |
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RoRerT K. SPRADLING Jury 10, 1988

THE MAN WHO LOVED TO GO TO CHURCH
PsaLm &4

DISTINCTION: MOST DISPENSATIONALISTS

BELIEVE THE CHURCH DID NOT EXIST IN THE OLD
TESTAMENT BUT 1S A=MEW.ENTITY THAT CAME

INTO EXISTENCE ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST.

THE IDEA 1S NOT TO RLUR BIBLICAL DISTINCTIVES

RUT TO APPLY THE IDEA OF _WORSHIP IN THE
HOUSE OF bLOD BY CALLING THE LOCATION BY ITS

NEW |ESTAMENT NAME.

~REELECIED
AND ngﬁabﬁp N
HOUSE OF boD, CPOLN

L AH‘ACUTE FEVER!

INTRODUCTION: IN THE HEBREW BIBLE VERSE 1
BEGINS: ' "10 THE CHIEF MUSICIAN". [N OTHER
WORDS 1T WAS WRITTEN TO THE CHOIR DIRECTOR
IN THE TEMPLE. "GITTITH” (1) MELBDY OR

7) MUSICAL INSTRUMENT., THIS PARTICULAR
PSALM WAS SUNG AT THE TREADING OF THE GRAPES
AT THE WINEPRESS. ~Sons OF KoRAH" - THE
WRITERS OF THIS PSALM WERE IEMPLE _MUSICIANS
AND ALSO IN THE
TABERNACLE ., ii CHRON, 9:?5 NuMBERS 16)
BACKGROUND: THE WRITER MAY HAVE BEEN FAR
FROM HOME AND THE HOUSE oF Gop., HE

ON THE LOST PRIVILEGE OF WORSHIP

QSE DESIRE TO BE IN THE

]

3 5 THAT SOME PEOPLE'S

; DUL% ACHE WHILE OTHERS 1S
HIS MAN HAD A SPIRITUAL

To HIM CHURCH WAS A BLESSING

HE PSALM IS DIVIDED INTO THREE_STANZAS
FROM WHICH WE MAY LEARN SOMETHING ABOUT THE
WRITER'S ATTITUDE FOR THE HOUSE OF GOD,
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[. HE FOUND THE HOUSE OF GOD_,
- SANCTUARY

™ (Somu ~ dlrag- Qt._;f;—"t = =,
HE WORD SANCTUARY MA REFER TO A-PCACE g
%ﬁ' A PLACE OFm , , AND (HOBE,
IS SO USED REGAR OLITICAL ALIENS.)
A

) A) THE SANCTUARY OF GOD WAS A/LOVELY.
[Sacjinen ) PLACE(V.2)

THERE IS SOME_QUESTION WHETHER~THE WORD
AMIABLE MEANS¥{OVELY OR LOVE BoTH IDEAS
ARE TRUE. [HE HOUSE OF ton LAYED_AJ.ARGE
PART IN THIS SPIRITUAL_MAN_ N HIS

b

W T R E JAND WELL KEPT -
/>£:;;5P- e - IS AT STA Y OUR APPEARANCE!
%ﬁ_{ NHO HAVE NO MESSAGE MAKE JEQENMUGHNOF
v ACILITIES AND WE WHO HAVE A
5§§ésa IBLICAL MESSAGE SOMETIMES MAKE

oF IT! COMMENT REGARDING CATHEDRAL IN

SAN FRANC - ONE OF THE BUILDI
THE TOUR. OME FOLK NEVER SEEM
IN ANY LO CHURCH., VANCE HAVNER S THEY

P ARE LIKE THEUNEIGHBORHOOD DOG - THEY WEAR
~ Das—7 N0 COLLAR, T%‘Y STMPI‘.’Y?’(TEWWKLL OVER THE

H?Ezy' NEVER DEPENDABLE,
«fgﬁ‘ OMMENT REGARDING AL
,H£ DIFFICULTY IN DETROIT -

NP Pnosﬁﬁ ST WRICH YOU CAN BELL | AND BE
T tovaL! No CHURCH WILL FIT AL o w2

—\\\fsz?tfs BUT THELMESSAGE 1S

-l ,.
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(B) THE SANCTUARY OF (GOD WAS A LONGED FOR
PLACE - VERSES 2-3

WHEN THE WRITER-WORSHIPPER, PERHAPS IN A

///’ié;; DISTANT. LAND, THOUGHT OF THE WONDERFUL
NO LONGER ENJOYED HE THOUGHT

Lfi}” PRIVILE
OF THEZRIRDS WHO COULD BUILD THEIP NESTS
NEAR THE TEMPLE AND HE THOUGHT OF THEM AS
FORTUNATE INDEED. MANY TIMES THE VALUE OF
QUR PRIVILEGE IS NOT KNOWN UNTIL IT VANISHES.
(SLoGAN - “IT's A PRIVILEGE =

T SHOULD BRE A PLACE OF_PRAIBE.
CHURCH SHOULD ADOPT THE MOTTOT
Gop ANYHOW.” WE SHOULD COME

ING, OTHER FOLK ARE NOT
ED IN OUR ORGAN RECITAL. DoN'T TELL
T ALL OF THE ORGANS THAT HURT OR

»
a WON'T WQRK! @RELATE STORY OF MAN WHO SAID
A IN CHURCH - USHERS USHERED HIM
4 AN'T HELP IT,] 6OT SAVED.” "l

CAN'T HELP IT, YOU DIDN'T GET IT HERE!”)

[1. HE FOUND THE HOUSE OF GOD TO BE A PLACE
o OF STRENGTH - Verses 5-8

MANY TESTIFY OF THE TIMES WHEN THEY COME TO

G@I CHURCH SPIRITUALLY’WE*. AND _LEAVE SPIRITUALLY
_SANGSTERuSTORY. ) THE PSALM

SPEAKS OF §EVE AS REGARDING STRENGTH:

- A
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(A) STRENGTH‘S@soURcEP— VERSE 5

P THE PHRASE IS Jihiiﬂii AND NOT ;
FORMULA: . E _Al éﬂuﬁnﬁiiéHEPE
"IN_CONCLUSION BE STRONG - NOT IN YOURSELF
BUT IN THE LORD IN THE POWER OF HIS BOUNDI FSS

_RESQuﬁgE.Z (EPHESIANS 6-10 PHILLIPS TRANS-
LATION [ _AM READY FOR _ANYTHING THROUGH ,
THE STRENGTH OF THE UNE WHO LIVES WITHIN ME.

*Sﬁ:‘ﬁ?’?ﬁﬁ?’ﬁﬁ‘§?ﬁgﬂﬁr+?_$ﬂE_ﬁ§Ai§_IﬂAI
JESUS CHRIST GIVES M. RELATE
“BE_SIRONG

Ny STORY OF SAMPSON AND JOSHUA,
>s S. —AND_COURAGFOUS BECAUSE YOU WILL LEAD THESE
(3 PEOPLE TO INHERIT THE LAND | SWORE TO THEIR
FOREFATHERS TO GIVE THEM. BE STRONG AND
_:ﬁgg; COURAGEOUS., BE STRON&E AND COURAGEOUS.
0 NOT BE TERRIFIED, DO NOT BE DISCOURAGED,
FOR THE LORD YOUR GOD WILL BE WITH You

1;L/yHEREVER you 60.” (Jasuua 1:6-9)
S =<

: (B) STRENGTH'S ‘SORR ; 7~ VERSE b

n

)T WEAKN :
. ¥ (RELATE STORY OF A
FERENCE TO GERALD FORD.) (PauL REESE
ELLS THE STORY OF TWO MISSIONARIES WHO
/WENT TO INDIA MANY YEARS AGO. [HEY LEFT
THEIR SIX CHILDREN WHILE THEY WENT TO ANOTHER
LOCATION TO MINISTER THE WORD OF Gop. WHILE
THEY WERE GONE, A LANDSLIDE CRUSHED THE HOUSE
KILLING ALL SIX CHILDREN. AFTER SUCH A
DEVASTATING EXPERIENCE, THE MISSIONARIES
WERE NOT BITTER OR DEFEATED. I|HEY SIMPLY
LOOKED UPON IT AS AN ACT OF TRAGEDY IN LIFE
THAT HAPPENS TO SOME. |HEY WENT ON TO

g2
: A chak Lvend —
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ESTABLISH ONE OF THE LARGEST ORPHANAGES
IN INDIA. YEARS LATER WHEN THEY TOLD THE
STORY OF THEIR MISFORTUNE THAT RESULTED IN
BLESSING TO HUNDREDS OF HOMELESS CHILDREN,
THE MISSIONARIES SAID:
EVERY SORROW THAT HAS COME INTO OUR LIVES.”
=L RD THE TESTIMONY
SAID: "THERE WERF TEARS IN THEIR EYES AS
THEY SAID THIS, RUT THEY WERE RADIANT TEARS.”

(C) STRENGTH'S - VERSENM 7}

THE GROWING rHRISTIAN WILL BE A STRONG
CHRISTIAN, "“FAR FROM FAINTING AND F G,
HE GQES FROM STRENGTIH TO stagugxu.ﬂ CROGGIE)
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS A GROWING PROCES

ONE WOULD EXPECT TO GET STRONGER AND STRONGER.

THERE MUST COME A TIME WHEN IT IS NO LONGER
PR | Etiagy o D_BUT,SERVICE. 1S

@,

i

UPPERMOST
(D) STRENGTH'S SUPPLICATION - VERSE 8

PEOPLE PRAY. AM PERSUADED THAT
CHRISTIAN NEVER HAD DIFFICULTIES, SORROWS,
DISAPPOINTMENTS, HE WOULD PRAY VERY LITTLE
IF AT ALL. HOWEVER, THE MIDST OF
ADVERSITY HE FINDS TH OR A
A MUST IN HIS LIFE WHERE HE
RESORTS TO GOD AND HIS SOLUTIONS FOR LIFE'S
PROBLEMS. (OUR SORROWS AND FRUSTRATIONS
BRING US NEARER AND CLOSER TO Gop. IT 1S
ON OUR K AND EAQQQ THAT WE GROW STRONG,

q!zf ON

STRONG PEOPLE P . THE STRONGER HE MORE
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[11. HE FOUND THE HOUSE OF <oD TO BE A ' —
PLACE OF SATISFACTION - Verses 9-12

277
THE WRITER OF SCRIPTURE EAKS OF SOME
~ INTERESTING GBBS. - 1000 to 1! ONE DAY WITH
Q;? THE LORD IS BETTER THAN A THOUS?ﬁgEﬁﬂ*ﬂiiﬁF
i \ . =
Y , _ m LEuPOLD
4%3’ TRAT THE WOF EFERS TO
ABLE TO ADVANCE ONLY TO THE

IN HIS MIND THAT

D OV “'”ZIN IN OUR LOCAL CHURCH.
{<OB, NICE _HOME, FANCI—Q%R; INFLUENTIAL FREENDS,
J4REAL _DISSATISEACTIQN ., HE ANSWER TO THIS
DILEMMA TISNIN A RELATIVELY WELL-KNOWN YET

LITILE UNDER JOOD STATEMENT OF OUR BLESSED
R B ‘. A ON 1

LORD - fdaN sy 0
REAIN, ) SHHE BRODIGAL SON THOUGHT HIS -FAME

AND_FORTUNE_WERE NN THE-FAR-GOUNIRY BUT TN
REALTTY THEY WERE N i HE&&

D1 SCOUERED WHEN YOURBARRAT-THE DEVIL'S TRO
5 D [T\ P I GPEN, - ORD

3“~~w / IS A GIVER OF "G0OD THDN = GOOD HEALIH,
warki . GOOD JOB, GOOD FAMILY, GOOD F]R_IE ps. IT 1Is
5 HE PSAL

= A LONG LIST OF GQQD_THILA
CONCLUDES HIS WRITING AROUNR THE WOR
THROUGH TRUST, HE LEARNED TO\RECEIVE
GOD THAT SPECIAL HELP HE NEEDED WHATEVER-
THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN LIFE., (COMMENT ON. ;
REGAN'S BOOK ENTITLED ForR THE REBORD.) *&7;&;)
PoINT: HE TRUSTED IN A MAN WHOM RE BELIEV

f“ LET HIM DOWN,

v @ fste ad See N Low is 8-0‘\@."
/E%Z r{/J . _ (is
\é HJ’JJ‘I ,f ,:-r’ i i /

ek S =

he
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DENIAL 7THE
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ROBERT K. SPRADLING
fm #O’

oreh e S+ - LIFE AFTER
o, 7, ..

, JOHN 1;
* ) vLe oV — Vi
ol o Fhegann . (o Cols Fecoa

WHEN JESUS CALLED PETER TO BE I
HE SAW HIM AS HE - IMPETUOUS, OQUTSPOKEN,

el i TEN MIST N, V MUCH A SON:OF H HER .
9 UT JESUS ALSO SAW WHAT PETER wouL 3
7., A ROCK, PILLAR, STRONG LEADER IN THE '

OF PETER IN THE
A GOSPELS DO NOT SEEM TO MANIFEST ROCK-LIKE
CHARACTER, HOWEVER, WHEN ONE VIEWS PETER
\ COST AND AFTER HE IS A DIFFERENT
s PERSON, SPIRIT-FILLED, SPIRIT-LED, HE
MANIFESTS_A_NEH_S.LD.E TO~HIS MINISTRY THAT
AND ENbARﬁEE:ﬁHE INFANT CHURCH,
'SOMEONE SAID OF PETER THAT JUST. WHEN HE
“™ || THOUGHT HE WAS THE ONLY PEBBLE ON THE BEACH
HE LEARNED THAT THERE WAS A LITTLE ROCK IN
ARKANSAS!) LET US SEE THE “ AS
[ SUGGESTED BY HIS POSTURE AND PROCEDURE IN
THE/B{QK‘QF/ACISE:X Q. ‘
I. PETER STANDING TO PREACH - ACTS 2 14FF -
37
THIS IS THE -FIRST-RECORDED SERMON PREACHED
IN THE NEW CHURCH. [HE TH WAS THE
RESURRECTION OF JESUS. IT IS ALWAYS A GREAT
MOMENT WHEN SOMEONE STANDS UP AND SPEAKS UP
-FOR JESUS. A FEW WEEKS BEFORE, PETER HAD
IN A DIFFERENT PLACE. (COMPARE
Now PETER HAD FOUND BOTH

SV » HE WHO HAD“ﬁEﬁggq
D DEEENDS HIM., WHAT
c EARLY UNDERSTOOD BY HIS

A YOUNG PREACHER IN A COLLEGE

/J o .,fnz
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BEING-T0Q0 BIBI ICAL IN HIS PREACHING = NOT

-—Baﬁta_EﬂauﬁH;-uELL_R£££=£BEHﬁH-ID~SUlI—IHE
o~ ~NEEDS QOF HIS CONSTITUENTS., E SOUGHT THE

ADVICE OF AN .OLDER PASTOR AND CONFIDED IN
HIM THAT HIS CONGREGATION WAS INDEED MADE
UP OF PEOPLE WHO WERE IN LARGE MEASURE
BEILTER EDUCATED THAN HIMSELF., FOR EXAMPLE,
IF HE MADE REFERENCES TO GEQLOGY, HISIORY,
LITERATURE, PSYCHOLOGY THERE WERE THOSE IN
THE CONGREGATION WHO KNEW FAR MORE ABOUT
THE SUBJECT THAN THE SPEAKER. HE WAS
CONCERNED AND ASKED THE OLDER PASTOR WHAT
HE SHOULD DO,
THEY WILL

ACHING FOR OTHERS.
TRADITION -

HE FOLLOWED THE BEST HOMI

HE STO@D UP, S AND (CoMMENT
REGARDING BLOWCIN, AND UNE IS

REMINDED IN ScR THAT THE BELIEVER
" NEEDS TO STANI. (

- : ST EVIL AND TO STAND WITH
HIMSELF COVERED BY THE ARMOR OF GoD. WHERE
S~ WE STAND DEPENDS ON WHERE WE SIT. H. H. Hum-
PHREY WE ARE OFTEN ASKED WHERE WE STAND ON

+§§n5§, WE_ARE E KE A STAND,
0 ST , TOE._ : ETHER\OR FOR
THE e SING,_STAND Up—ForR JESus. ”

HOWEVER, THERE IS ON [MPLE FACT
IN SCRIPTURE AND THAT IS PEOPLE WHO DO NOT

—~ STAND FOR THE LORD IN LIFE WILL STAND BEFOR
) Him AFTER DEATH. (I Cor. 15: 11 EV., Z20: i2)
" A*
Y More va.; b re ‘/’ﬁd—\— -L- !tcj‘ W)
e yotpel bl T Preckod vt
wh 1(,14# e have. veeeive
N2

e &Y
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“MOREOVER BRETHREN | DECLARE UNTO YOU THE
GOSPEL WHICH [ PREACHED UNTO YOU, WHICH ALSO

YE RECEIVED AND WHEREIN YE STAND... "ARE
STANDING." ’
w’yz . /(’/ // V4 P

1. PETEﬁ§STUUPING T0 THE POOR - AcTs 3:1-7

ENROUTE TO A YER MEETING, PETER AND JOHN
U}&)LvL’MET A SEVERELY HANDICAPPED PERSON .BEGGING
&at/ FO$ EN?UGH MONEY TO MAKE IT THROUGH ANOTHER
DAY, IMPRESSED WITH S IN
(ajﬂf STORY ., D) uﬂﬁ:’l HE WAS% AND ¢ )W
th_. LITTLE YET H-“aﬁwv PETER HAD TO GIVE. JHIS
BEGGAR KNEW WH; . G, HE DID NOT SIT
AT THE DOOR OF THE LOCAL TAVERN OR MOVIE HOUS
OR CIVIC=GENTER, BUT RATHER AT THE -HOUS
GOD-WHERE MERCIFUL, WORSHIPPING PEOPLE COME
AND GO. I’'M NOT SURPRISED THAT PETER WAS
QKE BUT | AM SURPRISED THAT HE DIDN’

N TTHE ABSENGCE OF MONEY STOP HIM FROM HELPING
JHE_SICK AND. THE POOR. WHEN.THIS MAN WENT
TQ_CHUBCH, HE DIDN'T GET WHAT HE WAS,ﬁﬁg$iﬂG

ON| BUT RATHER HE GOT
HE CAME TO CHURCH LOOKING

{01 MES_FIRS = OMMENT REGARDINC
WELL- KNOWN CIVIL TGHTS LEADER WHO WAS
CRITICIZED BY A FRIEND AﬁD,guARACTERIZEDBY

SAYING ONCE HE PREACHED . AND NOW HE
PREACHES JOBS) ) . .SIDLOW BAXTER MAKES A

| 4
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STATEMENT AS FoOLLOWS: _"WF USFD TO BFE TOLD
E 0
Py MEN WITH EMPTY STOMACHS, T IS NOW FOUND

| THAT MEN WITH GUARANTEE
AITH IN MONEY
INSTEAD OF FAITH IN GOD HAS ENGENDFRED A

HARD-HEADED MATERIAL ISM, AN EDUCATIONAL
_SECULARISM AND A HOLLYWOOD PROFANITY WHICH

“HAS WON AMERICA THE NAME. - A MODERN BAREI .”

(COMMENT ON STORY CONCERNING THE MAN WHO
IFELL INTO ACHOLE])

III. PETER STRUGGLENG WITH PREJUDICE -
Acts 10:9-28

THE FIRST 9 CHAPTERS OF ACTS DEAL WITH THE

_T0 THE JEWS. A GREAI_BARRIER,OR
ED BETWEEN JEWS AND GENTILES

~  NOT UNLIKE RACE PROBLEMS OF OUR DAY. FOR
CENTURIES THE HAD LOOKED UPON THE GENTILE
AS ANgﬁl*ILI‘Iljm. THE WALL
BETWEEN THE RACES HAD GROWN :
WITH EVERY PASSING GENERATION. IN THIS
CHAPTER, GOD TAUGHT PETER THAT GOD'S EVALU-
ATION IS THAT

; IN THIS CHAPTER, CORNELIUS
% AS ONE COULD GET - LIVING IN-A

" GIEX,EMPLOYED BY THE Roma , IN
THE ROMAMNGARMY. HE WAS ATTRA@IEQ UDAISM,
A DEEPLY RELIGIOUS MAN WHO REVERED 0D AND

WHO ATTENDED WQRSHIP, HE MAY HAVE BEEN A
PROSELYTE OF THE GATE, THAT IS ONE WHO WAS
NOT FULLY INSIDE THE GATE OF SALVATION
ACCORDING TO JEWISH RITUAL. 10O ACCOMPLISH
THE FINAL STEP HE HAD TO BECOME A "PROSELYTE
N OF RIGH SS”, THAT IS ONE WHQO HAD

RECEIVED THE | S OF JUDAISM INCLUDING
CIRCUMCISTION. CORNELIUS WAS AN EXCELLENT
EXAMPLE OF AN UNSAVED MAN WHO THOUGH LIVING

L5
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IN PAGANISM FOLLOWED THE LIGHT THAT GOD GAVE
HIM AND THAT OBEDIENCE LED HIM TO_-MORE-LIGHT
~ AND ULTIMATELY TO SALVATION IN CHRIST.
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT TO THIS POINT IN_THE
BOOK OF ACTS, THE EMPHASIS HAD BEEN ON
_ﬁfljjur SAVED EXCLUSIVELY. IN THIS CHAPTER,
ETER, A JEW, LEARNED THAT GOD IS NO RESPECTOR
OF PERSONS. HE DOES NOT SAVE PEOPLE ON THE
BASIS OF RACE OR POSITION IN LIFE BUT BY
—%A.LLH_A@_FALLH_ALQNL THE GOSPEL OF JESUS
HRIST WAS LIKE A_BA RAM_TEARING DOWN
T 0 WISH PR DICE., [T WAS
; -aﬂﬂ'l-\‘MM:l» (HO SAID THAT A GREAT MANY
["PEOP HINK THEY ARE -THIMKING WHEN THEY ARE
SIMPLY REARRANGING—FHEIR PREJUDICES. IT

WOULD BE A.GREAT THING IF THE CHURCH IN OUR
TIME ABANDON OUR PREJUDICES AS QUICKLY AS

PETER ABANDONED HIS!
M IV. PETER SLEEPING IN PRISON - Acts 12:1-6

)T PETER MAY HAVE BEEN THE BEST-KNOWN PRISONER
~O IN_JAIL AT THAT MOMENT. [T WAS OPEN-SE

—L" —BY THE GOVERNMENT AGAINST -5@SRELPREACHERS
77> JAMES HAD ALREADY BEEN KILLED AND IT LOOKED
o AS IF PETER WOULD BE-NEXT ON THE LIST. WITH
A HIS EXECUTION SET FOR THE NEXT DAY, ONE MIGHT

.« EXPECT PETER TO BEgﬁégége NERVOUSLY BACK
——— AND FORTH IN HIS CELL ING OUT TO GOD AND
ABOUT THE RISE OF THE MORNING SUN.
'¥%§$%%%g S WORLD HE WOULD HAVE TAKEN EVERY
LEGAL STEP POSSIBLE TO STAY THE EXECUTION.
PETER WAS SOUND ASLEEP WITH APPARENTLY
LITTLE OR NO CONCERN ABOUT THE NEXT DAY'S

SCHEDULE. ALSO, IN THIS PASSAGE, THERE IS AN
N INTERESTING TH ; DN AS TO WHY
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SOVEREIGN PURPOSE AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH

THE RRAYING OF HIS PEOPLE. [HIS CHAPTER IS
o A TTMEET—REMLNDER'TO THOSE _PEOPLE WHO SAY

NO D RENCE WHETHER wE PRAT

OR NOT - IT MADE A BIG DIFFERENCE TO PETER!
BY THE WAY, SOMEONE HAS OBSERVED THAT HAD
PETER BEEN JAILED IN OUR TIME HE MIGHT HAVE
WRITTEN & BOORY ENTITLED How I ESCAPED.
FrROM JAIL BANGeL IN My CELL. THINK OF THE
REVENUE AND BOOKS HE COULD HAVE SOLD, THE
FILMS AND TV APPEARANCES PETER COULD HAVE
USED FOR HIS OWN PERSONAL PROFIT. PETER
TOOK EVERYTHING IN STRIDE AND SIMPLY OBEYED
THE LORD. IN THE MIDST OF DIRE CIRCUMSTANCES
PETER LEARNED HOW GOD WORKS IN THE BELIEVER'S
BEHALF. SIMPLY STATED, PETER SURVIVED THE
PRISON EXPER ENCE fg SERVE THE LORD ANOTHER

DAY ( Ledo
M V. PETER SILENCING HERESY - Acts 1 12

8GSP~L M@L__

Hﬁaﬁax s USUALLY_ﬂg?* AR) IN THE CHURCH,
AD S—CONTAGIOUS WHILE

GOOD NE G (?!U!J PETER WRITES

IN THIS REGARD,I I] 3, He sPEAKS

OF THE WAY? - 7” OF FALSE
TEACHERS . iHE EMPHASIS ON THE WORD GREED
SUGGESTS THOSE WHO USE THEIR FAITH FOR

co E OR TO THE ADVANCEMENT
OF THEIR OWN PERSOM. S WAS THE
FIRST ECUMENICAL CHURCH CONFERENGBSAND ONE
OF THE MOST UNUSUAL IN CHURCTH—HIST RY .

NOTHING WAS SAID ABOUT RES@LHEIONS TO BE
PASSED OR THE BEST MQIELS AND RESTAURANTS IN
THE CITY, FOR THEY WERE CONCERNED A

N SPIRITUAL MATTERS AND SPECIFICALLY CORRECT
DOCTRINE. CERTAIN MEN WERE TEACHING THAT

WAS DEPENDENT UPON-KEEPING_THE LAW.

THESE MEN WERE SO ROOTED IN THE TRADITION
OF THE OLD TESTAMENT LAW THAT THEY WERE
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ENDANGERING THE GOSPEL BY THEIR INSISTENCE
UPON ADHERING TO LAW. SHARP DISSENT ERUPTED.
SOMETHING HAD TO BE DONE TO PRESERVE THE
DOCTRINAL INTEGRITY OF THE GOSPEL. UNE THING
THE DEVIL SOUGHT AND CONTINUES TO SEEK TO

DISRUPT IS THE% OF THE GOSPEL. __H.Q.U
—ARE MEN_SAVED? OR_BY DOING. PETER
LEFT NO DOUBT WHATSOEVER. THERE IS ONE WAY

FOR JEW AND GENTILE AND THERE IS NO OTHER WAY.
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LAMENTATIONS 5:27-23 \\\ ¢

THE BOOK OF LAMENTATIONS IS THE BOOK OF ~SQRRQUL IN

THE BIBLE. THE VERY NAME MEANS TO ~GRiesieOdiBudi
~DESRAIRs JEREMIAH, THE AUTHOR, WAS KNOWN AS THE
WEEPING _PROPHET AND THE THEME OF -THE BOOK WAS THE
» JEREMIAH
WATCHED THE NATION DECAY MORALLY AND SPIRITUALLY
DICTE _BABYLONIAN ARMIES WOULD SYEEP DOWN
UPON THE COUNTRY AND BRING JUDGMENT., IN THE MIDST
AT IONA 18IS, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN EASY FOR
JEREMIAH TO THROW UP HIS HANDS IN DESPAIR. IN THE

MIDST OF GOD S JUDGMENT, JERE H SA REAT
BIBLICAL TRUTH, NAMELY, LHE
VERY.DESTRUCTION OF THE CITY OF JERUSALEM

GOD'S_FAITHEULNESS.TO HIS WORD. JEREMIAH
NEW THAT ONE OF GOD'S GREAT CHARACTERISTICS IS THAT
E 1S ABSOLUTELY CONSLSIENT IN KEEPING HIS PROMISES
ND THEREFORE 1S WORTHY OF OUR WORSHIP AND TRUST.

NE OF THE REASONS WHY JEREMIAH EMPHASIZED THE

THFULNESS OF GOD WAS THAT IT WAS THE ONLY HOPE
OR A WAYWARD AND SINFUL PEOPLE. GOD:S:FAITHEULNESS
I STOOD IN GLARING_CONTRAST TO THE ELCKLENESS ,wEddFH-

LESSNESS—AND—INCONSLSTENCY. OF HIS PEQRLE .

i IN PSALM 89s-SEMEN.TIMES THE
WRITER RESORTS TO GOD'S FAITHFULNESS. HE CONCLUDES

THE PSALM BY SHOWING THAT THIS GREAT FAITHFULNESS

WILL CONTINUE AS LONG AS THE SUN AND MOON STAND AS
V> A WITNESS IN THE SKY TO GOD'S PRESENCE. HE.

&

Mgﬂl_lﬂi (@1 EE ALSO 1 TIMOTH 1 1 15
AND THE THI WHICH THOU HAST HEARD OF ME AMONG

A MANY WITNESSES, THE SAME COMMIT THOU TDJA.L‘[#E.I%L
MEN, WHO SHALL ,BE ABLE TO TEACH OTHERS ALSO,

“IF ANY BE BLAMELESS, THE HUSBAND OF

“ONE WIFE, HAVINg.E?EIHEHLICgfknﬂEN.NOT ACCUSED OF
RIOT OR UNRULY. TITUS



QUR FAITHFUL GOD (CONT.) 2

1. GOD IS FAITHFUL IN CALLING US TO HIMSELF -
I CORINTHIANS 1:9

™ THE--CALL-OF..GOD..TO. THE _SINNER IS NOT UPON THE BASIS
OF_MERIT OR WHAT HE DESERVES. IT IS PURELY ON THE
BASIS OFm- HOWEVER, THE CALL OF GOD OR
THE VOICE OF GQD TO THE SINNER REQUERES THAT WE

EITHER ANSWER YES O GOD HAS CALLED THE BELIEVER
TO BE -ASSOCIATE = IN ALL OF
AND GLORY. THE PERSON WHO IS CALLED OF GOD IS PART

OF A VERY SELEGCT.GROUP., HE IS -SOMEB@DY - A _CHILD OF
THE KING. THE CALL OF GOD TO THE CORINTHIANS GAVE
MEN HOPE IN AN AGE OF DESRALR AND . THE CALL
OF GOD IN A MAN'S LIFE IS tasanllJ¥216 HIS SPIRITUAL
COMNELICIS AND INNER FRUSTRATIONS AND OPENS UP A LIFE
OF ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES WITH GOD IN CONTROL OF ONE'S
LIFE. THERE IS NO GREATER TRAGEDY TO THE HUMAN SOUL

THAN FOR SOMEONE TO REEUSE.THE.CALL OF GOD TO BE
<§FSAVED. IT.MAY. BE..SALD THAT-~EVERY.-MAN- MUST ANSWER-QNE
TWO CALLS FROM GOD, HE_EJTHER ANSWERS THE CALL TO
g IN CHRIST OR THEStiMe Q-BOURT BEFORE

THE JUDGE.
ETERNAL RETRIBUTION. THIS VERSE TEACHES THAT THE
#™ BELIEVER IS NOT JUST CALLED OF GOD T@-GO-TO-HEAVEN
BUT ALSO TO ENJOY THE BLESSING AND HONORS ASSOCIATED
WITH-GOD'S_SON, THE SINNER WHO REFUSES GOD'S CALL
NOT ONLY MISSES HEAVEN BUT ALSO THE JOY OF KNOWING
CHRIST HERE AND NOW. WE HAVE BEEN CALLED _ugIQ_IHE_
FELLON H1P OF HIS SON JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD THE
COMES FROM A GREEK WORD THAT WAS USED
]N GREEK RATURE TO DENOTE (1) A g§§§g¥§5 PARTNER~=
SHIP - IN A MANNER OF SPEAKING WE ARE PARTNERS WITH
GOD IN THE GREATEST INESS IN THE WORLD, NAMELY
CHRISTIAN SERVICE, | MARRTAGE - IN THE FINEST
SENSE OF THE WORD, MARRIAGE A PROCESS OF SHARING

OF ONE.LIFE_WITH-ANOTHE A RELATIONSHIP TO
THE~GODS - GOD HAS CALLED THE CHRISTIAN INTO THE

ABIDING PRESENCE AND COMPANY OF HIS SON, JESUSLCHR SL.
JESUS GAVE A VERY INTERESTING STORY IN il gl .
IN THIS PARABLE, THE INVITATION GOES O

SUBJECT OF A KING TO ATTEND A MARRIAGE FEAST FOR HIS
SON, =FHEBEALL WAS SENT OUT BUT-NOT..EVERYONE WOULD
RESPOND:  RAVING THE WEDDING GARMENT MADE THE DIF-
FERENCE.  ONE OF FANNY CROSBY'S BEST-KNOWN_HYMNS IS
P ,g%g SU§. 1 THE SECOND STANZE OF THAT HYMN
YS "JESUS 1S CALLING THE WEARY TO REST - CALLING
TODAY, CALLING TODAY; BRING HIM THY BURDEN AND THOU
SHALL BE BLESSED, HE WILL NOT TURN THEE AWAY,

ﬂ
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‘ HE WILL SEE TO IT THAT
EVERY TEMPTATION HAS _A WAY OUT, SO THAT, IT WILL
NEVER BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR Ygu TO BEAR IT."” IN TALKING
WITH MANY-CHRISTIANS FROM VARIOUS PARTS OF THIS
COUNTRY, OVER A NUMBER OF YEARS NOW, I AM IMPRESSED
WITH THE FACT THAT MOST NEW CHRISTIANS.BELIEVEHO
DEEEGTAVE THING QUT TEMPTATION, THAT TEMP-
N, THEIR TEMPTATION IS UMISEKE ANYONE
ELSES. ALSO, DR. CHARLES RYRIE HAS SUGGESTED THAT.
THERE IS A DANGER IN READING THE LIVES OF SOME GREAT
INTS BECAUSE IN THEIR BIOGRARHY VERY LITTLE IS
ABOUT TEMPTATION, THAT IS, IT IS TREATED WITH
AN UNREALISTIC ATTITUDE AS IF IT WAS VERY SLIGHT OR
NONEXISTANT IN THE LIVES OF SOME OF THE GREAT SAINTS
F GOD. THIS IS A SOURCE OF DISCOURAGEMENT TO MOST
4™ IBELIEVERS FOR THEY UNCONSCIOUSLY-BELIEVE THAT
EMPTATION..HAS..COME TO.-THEM BECAUSE. -THEY. ARE._NOT
ERRIBLY SPIRITUAL. IN FACT, THE REVERSE MAY BE TRUE,
THE-GREATER OUR SPIRITUAL INTEREST, THE GREATER GBR
EXPOSURE TO TEMPTATION. LET US LOOk THE VERSE
BEFORE US AND SEE WHAT IT TEACHES: (sy)QUR_IEMEIA_

IlQN_l§§§ﬂér$u¥agé%_ﬂﬁ.uﬂiQUE THE PHRASE COMMON TO
A MAN 1S REEK WORD _ANTHROPOS," WHAT HAS

: HAPPENED TO YOU HAS PROBABLY HAPPENED TO THE FELLOW

% SITTING Rl YOU IN CHURCH. HAVE YOU BEEN
ﬁ} T ED T SO HAS HE. HAVE YOU BEEN TEMPTED TO
'\\\\ 0 HA HAVE YOU BEEN TEMPTED TO COMMIT

HE. THIS IS SATAN S JOB AND HE

wﬁv

IO WITHS: , THIS VERSE SAYS THAT GOD WILL NOT
ALLOW US TO BE TEMPTED ABOVE THAT WE ARE ABLE TO
RESIST. SOMETIMES WE THINK THE TEMPTATION IS.%Q0
GREATL. BU AT 1S NOT THE CASE ACCORDING TO THIS
VERSE. NAYS A WAY. O APE -
FEMPTATION. THERE ARE NO BLIND.ALLEYS OR anx
CANYONS IN THE WORLD OF TEMPTATION, THE WAY OUT
™ WILL COME AT THE EXACT.TIME OF THE TEMPTATION,
USUALLY THE WAY QUT-OF—REMPTATION IS THE WAY OF
JFESGHT, THIS WAK JOSERHIS ANSHER TO TEMPTATION. WE
ARE NOT ENCOURAGEDFO=EEIRT-WITH TEMPTATION BUT TO
ELEE _FROM IT. THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT ~“GOD DOES NOT
SHIELD US FROM TEMPTATION, BUT HE DOES SUSTAIN US.”

\ A
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GOD KNOWS THAT QUR.MOST.VALUABLE.EXPERLENCES IN LIFE
~ ARE USUALLY THE_DIFEICULT AND TRYING-HOURS, GOD
WANTS HI LDREN TO BE STRONE IN FAITH -ANB-HE
\THAT TH BRINGS WITH 1 ;
SBRWFGE . ERE IS A=LIGHT-HEARTED APPROACH=F&~
TEMPTATION THAT 1S REFLECTED IN A WELL-KNOWN, SAYING
EMANATING FROM A TELEVISION COMEDY PROGRAM, "THE
" THIS ATTITUDE LOOKS AT
TEMPTAT ION WITH JA=-BECKONING GESTURE. IT IS MUCH
IKE THE OLD STORY ABOUT THE HUSBAND WHO WAS MOANING
OVER THE FACT THAT HIS WIFE HAD PROMISED SHE WOULD
INOT BUY A NEW DBESS. HIS QUESTION TO HER WAS, “WHAT
MADE YOU DO IT?" SHE SAID, "THE DEVIL TEMPTED ME.'
WHY DIDN T YOU SAY "GET JHEE BEHIND ME SATAN'?
"1 DID," SAID THE WOMAN, “BUT THEN HE WHISPERED OVER
MY SHOULDER1 'MY DEAR, IT FITS,Y i BEAUTIFULLY
ACCORDING TO & ) GOD 1S VERY
\ég?ﬁHENTE§E§TED IN HOW THE BELfEVER "DEALS WITH TEMP-
TATION, THERE IS SPECIAL REWARD FOR THOSE WHO ARE
| VICTORIOUS IN THIS STRATEGIC AREA OF SPIRITUAL
| CONFLICT. THE BELIEVER DOES NOT NEED TO FALL IN THE
MOMENT OF TEMPTATION. IT IS NO SIN TO BE TEMPTED,
1T IS A SIN TO YIELD,

UL 60D IS FAITHEWL Iy CLEMISING OUR LIVES FROA
S (g T IO LIS g s S

THE FIRST 0 g T IN THIS VERSENCENTERS AROUND
THE WORD THE WORD CONFESS ANS TQ_AEB,EE
WITH GOD A R SINS. WE ARE TO & : W=

POBNT CONCERNING OUR SINS AND THEN FORSAKE THEM. CON-
FESSION OF SIN IS SOMETHING W Tp DO MOMENTARIL
AND-DARY WE ARE TOLD [N LET NOT THE SUN
GO DOWN UPON_YOUR WRATH, NOU D SUGGEST THAT
JWE SHOULD NOT LET A DAY'S ACTIVITY GO BY WITHOUT
PUTTING OUR~SINS—INFO-GOD-S_HANDS, ONE REASON FOR
THIS IS THAT TOMORROW S ACTIVITIES WILL BRING-MORE

. “SiN AND MORE-RROBLEMS AND WE WILL BE INSENSITLVE

-OHORR SODAY_SCEATEURES. FAILURE TO CONFESS OUR

SINS IMMEDIATELY COULD AND PROBABLY WILL LEAD. US INTO

GREATER SIN AND A CONTINUED_LQOSS OF.FELLOWSHIP WITH
GOD. I AM CONVINCED THAT THE GREATEST SINGLE PROBLEM
IN THE BELIEVER'S LIFE IS TH
~ WLIH. GOD BECAUSE OF SIN! ic3
KEEP US FROM FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM... L. =a0
WOULD INDICATE THAT SIGKNESS AND PHYSICAL DEATT WERE
BROUGHT TO THE.CORLNTHIAN CHURCH BECAUSE THEY WOULD
NOT YIELD TO GOD IN OBEYING THIS PRINCIPLE., HOWEVER,

IN THIS VERSE, TWO WORDS LEAP FROM THE TEXT TO AWAKEN

Ll e T ey
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OUTSTANDING EVIDENCES OF AR '
EADINESS TO EXPQSE THE FAULTS OPS

NEARLY AS MUCH AS THE SINS
WE ARE FAR TOO MUCH
- NS AND_NOT _QUR OWN.
THIS VERSE CLEAR i HES THAT WHEN WE CONFESS OUR
SINS, WE MAY BE ASSURED OF BOTH_EQRGIVENESS AND
LCLEANSING. THIS IS GOD'S ORDER AND THERE IS NO
NOTHER WAY TO BE RIGHT WITH HIM. IF THERE IS NO
CONFESSION, THERE WILL BE NO CLEANSING AND “NO
COMMUNION AND NO_COMTENFMENT, GOD WILL ACCEPI-m
IBLE_HEARIED_CQNEESSLQN

SHIP WITH HIM. , IN ONE OF THE
TAPES WE HAVE IN THE LIBRARY, TELLS THE STORY OF A
IDDLE-AGE COUPLE DRIVING DOWN THE HIGHWAY AND
NOTICING A YOUNG COUPLE RIDING CLOSE TOGETHER IN
() [AN AUTOMOBILE, THE WIFE COMMENTED ABOUT THE DAYS
WHEN, THEY-USEDT0-DO_JHAT.  THE HUSBAND 'S COMMENT
WAS "1 _HAVEN'T MOVED.® GOD HASN'T MOVED AND IF WE
ARE GOING TO ENJOY OUR CHRISTIAN LIFE, WE WILL HAVE
T0_RETURN TO THE PLACE OF HIS BLESSING, IN THIS
RITUALITY IS-ON-PARARE AND MEN ARE JUDGED
RATHER THAN BRRMALE-DLETY
TO THE LORD'S LEADING IN O

AS SUMMED THE SITUATION WELL IN

BE . THE EXORTATIONSOF SUCH MESSAGES
INORMALLY .CALL FOR SOME CRISES DECISION. IF A
CHRISTIAN HEARS SUCH SERMONS_YEAR AFTER YEAR, EITHER
HE BECOMES TO g
THE_ALARM _BELL OR ASSOCIATES SPIRITUALITY WITH
CRLSES SITUATIONS. LET US WALK WITH GOD IN THE
ROUTINE MATTERS OF LIFE AND LET US BE FAITHFUL
(Tcor."4:2) BECAUSE HE 1S FAITHFUL.,

<l — Lok — le Zit ..
\\M_\ gCi;zzzzgz;acnékﬁ;t;
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k.

“THINGS TOUCHING THE KING"
PsaLm 45

THIS IS A WEDDING Psatm. IT IS A SONG OF
PRAISE TO THE KING ON HIS WEDDING DAY.
DESCRIBED AS A MAN OF
WHO IS MARRYING .A_FOREIGN PRINCESS, [N THE
HEBREW BIBLE, THE FIRST VERSE OF THE PSALM
BEGINS WITH THE INSCRIPTION., [T WAS USED IN
THE TEMPLE WORS VICE_ AND WAS PROBABLY
SUNG. [HE WORD MEANS LILIES.

[T MAY REFER TO THE TUNE TO WHICH THE PSALM
WAS SUNG OR IT MAY INDICATE THAT IT WAS SUNG
IN THE SPRINGTIME DURING THE PASSOVER SEASON.
THE LILY. WAS_A COMMON FLOWER IN ISRAEL. THE
WORD[ﬂtééﬂjﬁ%MEANS INSTRUCTION. IN ADDITION
TO BEING SUNG, THE PSALM WAS MEDITATED ON _AND
HAD PURPOSE FOR ggéEg%ﬂg_ﬁﬂMEIHlﬂﬁ_AEQQI_QQD.
THE PSALM THEREF S SOMETHING LOVELY OR
PLEASANT, THE CONTENTS WORTH MEDITATING UPON.
THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND MAY HAVE BEEN THE
MARRIAGE OF 0 S DAUGHTER.
(I Kines 3: E UNDERSTAND THAT IT HAS ONE
AND MANY APPLICATIONS,
SPENSATION , WE KNOW THAT THE CHURCH
IS NOT IN VIEW IN THIS OLD TESTAMENT PASSAGE.
HOWEVER, IT IS STILL TRUE THAT ISRAEL'S
MESSIAH IS ALSO THE BRIDEGROOM OF THE CHURCH
AND SO THE TRUTH OF THE MARRIAGE OF THE
MESSIAH TO ISRAEL BEARS SIMILARITIES TO
His UNION WITH HIS CHURCH. THEREFORE, THE
TRUTHS OF THIS PSALM ARE CERTAINLY APPLICABLE
TO THE CHURCH. _THE FIRST VERSE IS AN
INTRODUCTION. THE WRITER IS OVERFLOWING OR
OR QVER WITH HIS THEME. THE

;i e 4 SALMIST WAS SAYING THAT HE WAS VERY EXCITED

L

'l

ABOUT THE SUBJECT OF _THIS POEM - ;
HE MANIFESTS A THIS

WAHOLY FNTHUSIASM
MARRIAGE. MEN GET EXCITED ABOUT THE THINGS
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THEY ENJOY DOING. [THIS WRITER WAS EXCITED
ABOUT THE LOrRD! (COMMENT REGARDING-DR.
SUGDEN WHOSE ENDEARING QUALITY OF MINISTRY
WAS HIS INEECTIOUS. ENTHUSIASM FOR LIFE AND
THE THINGS OF THE LORD.)

HISTORY RECORDS_THE ACTIVITIES OF MANY

FAMOUS. KINGS. FROM T0..LDWARD ¥III TO
RINCE HA.B.I.ES - WID-EI-'LL}—NTERESTS. N THIS
ESSIANIC FSALM THERE ARE TWO MAJOR
DIVISIONS:

[, THE KINGGAS)THE BRIDEGROOM - Vs. 2-9

A. THis BEautY - VErRSE 2, VERSE 8

“THOU ART FAIRER THAN THE CHILDREN OF
MEN."” “THE KING IN THIS PASSAGE IS NOT LIKE
OTHER KINGS. HE IS MORE THAN HUMAN. HIS
BEAUTY IS NOT THE KIND MEN REGARD AS Vi / s .

. HIS IS AN INNER BEAUTY OR GRACE
COUPLED WITH TRUTH. FROM HIS LIPS CAME
GRACIOUS WORDS WHICH BROUGHT FORTH SOUL
HEALING TO ALL WHO WOULD HARKEN TO HIM,
(Luke L4:22, Joun 7:46) HE 1S NOT MEASURED

IN T URE BEAUTY. HIS WAS ONE
OF CHARACTER AND INNER . HIis ESSENTIAL

AND OFEJLCIAL-GLORIES WERE OFTEN VEILLED, DURING
HIS EARTHLY MINISTRY. [HERE IS SOMETHING
ABOUT JESUS THAT MADE HIM DIFFERENT FROM
OTHERS. HE WAS UTTERLY JUNSELFISH. HE DID
NOT SEEK OR SEIZE OPPORTUNITIES TO GRATIFY

SELFISH_AH.B.L’I'_LQN OR TO_RULE THE LIVES OF,
OTHERS. E WAS CONTENT TO DO His EATHER'S

ND SEEMED TO HAVE NO RESTLESS DRIVE TO
ACCOMPLISH GREAT DEEDS TO BE SEEN AND PRAISED
OF MEN. IHE_HOSTILITY OF OTHERS DID NOT
EXCITE OR FRUSTRATE HIM., HE SOUGHT NO OTHER

AN TO BE AN :
OurR LORD WAS UNIQUE IN HUMAN HISTORY. GREAT
MEN ARE OFTEN DISTINGUISHED BY EXTRA ORDINARY
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GIFTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS WHICH SEEM TO ELEVATE

THEM ABOVE THE MASSES OF ORDINARY MEN AND YET

ALL SEEM TO HAVE CLAY FEET IN CERTAIN AREAS

OF LIFE, [THERE WAS NO UNBALANCED WEAKNESS

IN THE MESSIAH IN THIS REGARD., IN HIM EVERY

GRACE WAS PERFECT. NONE IN EXCESS, NONE OUT

OF PLACE, NOTHING LACKING. [N THE ANNALS OF

HUMAN HISTORY, THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A MAN

LIKE THE KING OF THIS PsaLM. “GRACE IS POURED

INTO THY LIPS.” THERE WAS A CHARM OR

PERSUASIVE ELOQUENCECAND SIMRELICITY TO THE

WORDS AND MANNER OF CHRIST UNEXCELLED IN

HUMAN HISTORY.. THERE WAS SOMETHING ABOUT_HIS
THAT ARRESTED THE ATTENTION OF MEN

AND LEFT THEM IN UTTER ASTONISHMENT AND

AMAZEMENT AT WHAT HE sAID. MEN 0
EBAI_JE§M§_§Ain- THEY UNDERSTOOD ﬁrs

ESCRIPTIVE WORDS. HIS STORIES ARE THE BEST
KNOWN STORIES ON EARTH. FEW MEN HAVE BEEN
O ABLE TO USE WORDS AS JESUS DID. ' IN MY LIFE
TIME, WINSTON CHURCHILL. WAS -UNIQUE. IN HIS
USAGE OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. [|HE DAYS
F OllOWING-DUNKIRK WERE THE_DARKEST..IN.BRITISH
HISTORY..lHE INVASION OF ENGLAND SEEMED
IMMINENT . FORTY=SEVEN.WAR SHIPS HAD BEEN L=,
LOST..IN.THE. OPERATION OFF NORWAY AFTER

, DUNKIRK., WHEN THE EVACUATION WAS FINISHED,

- "HALF THE BRITISHmﬂE&I&ﬁEE?S WERE - LNDRY.eDOCK
< FOR_REPAIRS.WHILE THE.RAF. HAD. LOST FORTY
PERCENT OF ITS.BOMBERwSTRENGTH. DRITAIN WAS
- ON THE BRINK_OF ‘FAMINE AND. HER ARMLES WERE
_WITHOUT. ARMS AND EQUIPMENT.  Over 50,000
'VEWICLES HAD BEEN LEFT IN FRANCE. WHEN <,
CHURCHILL SPOKE TO HIS DEFENSELESS FELLOW “c

COUNTRYMEN, HE DELIVERED HIS FAMOUS “FIGHT"
Py SPEECH AND SAID:__WE SHALL DEFEND OUR ISLAND
MWHATEVER THE COST MAY BE; WE SHALL FIGHT ON
THE _BEACHES; WE SHALL FIGHT IN THE_EIELDS;
WE SHALL FIGHT IN THE_STREET; WE SHALL FIGHT

IN THE HILLS, HE SHALL NEVER SURRENDER AND
IF THTS TSCAND JUGATED AND STARVING,
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OUR EMPIRE ON THE SEA’WOULD CARRY ON THE
STRUGGLE UNTIL IN GoD’S GOOD TIME THE WORLD
WITH ALL OF ITS POWER AND MIGHT STEPS FORTH TO
RESCUE AND LIBERATE THE OLD.” - CHURCHILL
MOVED MEN AND NATIONS WITH (WORDSYy IHERE WAS
A WINSOMENESS ABOUT JESUS THAT™WAS ABSOLUTELY
CAPTIVATING, [HERE WAS A GRACIOUS MANNER
ABOUT HIM, A KIND OF CHARW, THAT ARRESTED
OTHERS IN HIS PRESENCE. WE HAVE ALL MET
CHARMING PEOPLE IN THE HAPPY EXPERIENCES OF
LIFE WHO HAVE TURNED DARK DAYS INTO SUNSHINE,
WHO HAVE MADE PEOPLE THEIR WILLING ASSOCIATES
AND COULD PERSUADE PEOPLE TO DO WHAT THEY
NEVER DREAMED..OF DOING, SOMEONE HAS WELL

SAID: “THERE IS A STRENGTH IN CHARM | IKE THE
EiUR EORD S SPEECH WAS A POWERFUL GRACE WHICH

RADIATED FROM HIS LIFE. [T CAUSED MEN TO
LEAVE BUSINESS AND .EAMILY IN ORDER TO BECOME
HIS DISCIPLES, IT BROUGHT IRANQUILITY TO

TROUBLED HEARIS AND MADE

wwmn_mw. E DID ALL THIS
HILE AT THE SAME TIME BEING HOUNDED BY THE
HBPPOCRIT&SOF HIis DAY. OurR LORD NEVER LOST

THAT SWEET WINSOME BEAUTY. A KIND OF
MYSTICAL RADTANCE PERMEATED His LIFE. HE

BEGAN His Mlmlsfkv H WORDS OF GRACE
ENDED~THEM ON.. THE CROSS I%FTHE SAME WAY. THE

BLESSEDNESS OF THIS PERS RA
AS ENDURING - FOREVER! DN1s

BEAUTY 1S CHARACTERIZED BY™ aARMENTS HE
WEARS. HIS GARMENTS SYMBOLIZE BOTH

CHARACTER AND CONDUCT. [HREE DIFFERENT

SPICES OR PERFUMES ARE MENTIONED IN THIS VERSE

(1) __MYRRH - A GUM RESIN WHICH COMES FROM A
TREE IN SMALL DROPS., PERSONAL COSMETICS
WERE OFTEN CARRIED IN SMALL SWACKS,
USUALLY A SACK OF MYRRH WAS WORN AROUND
THE -NECK.. (RELATE TO SWEET SMELLING
PLANT SUCH AS..CALLICANCER)

- et f
( éa‘r.t— kv Yot ~ Shall (‘-}*Wf&-(
lov £.5.)




_5_

(2) ALOES - A TREE WITH FRAGRANT FLOWERS AND
BUDS .

(3) CASSIA - PRONOUNCED KASHA - A KIND OF
BARK SIMILAR TO OUR CINNAMON SOMETIMES
USED FOR. HEALING PURPOSES.

IN BIBLE TIMES, THERE WERE NO AFTERSHAVE
FRAGRANCES AND PERFUMES AS WE HAVE TODAY,
THESE NATURAL FRAGRANCES DID THE SAME.
CRELATE STORY OF CHILD WHO CLIMBED UPON
MOTHER"S LAP AND SAID! "YOU=SMELllhikEaMY
' MAMMAwd O THE~CH LDy HER-MOTHER HAD_A
SPECIAL-~FRAGRANCE -OR--AROMA-UNIQUE TO HER
-ALONE
™ THIS VERSE, THERE WAS A FRAGRANCE
nABOUT THE KING WHICH SPOKE OF THE CHARACTER
ofF His LIFE. (SOME YEARS AGO._SCIENTISTS IN
A. SCHOOL. . IN-lilINOTS~FOUND~THAT . THE. .AVERAGE
PERSON.-MAY. EMIT AT LEAST .THIRT¥=SIX. DIEFERENT
_ DISTINCTIVE~ODORS, [HEY ALSO SUGGESIED THAT
" 'A PERSON MAY BE IDENTIFIED BY HIS
JUST AS FINGERPRINTS AND VOICEwR S IDENTIFY
THE PERSON SO WILL HIS.-SCENT.  DOGS HAVE
ALWAYS HAD A NOSE FOR DETECTING SUCH ODORS.
NAPSLEON WAS ENAMOURED WITH FRAGRANCES, SO
HISTORY RECORDS. IT IS SAID THAT HE USED AS
MANY AS FIETY=FOUR BOTTLES OF COLOGNE IN._A
MQQ,;_AND CARRIED THEM TO THE BATTLEFIELD.

SEPHINE, HIS EMPRESS, IS SAID TO HAVE USED
SUCH STRONG-PERFUME AND SUCH EXCESS APPLI-
CATIONS THE CASTLE WHICH SHE INHABITED NEAR
PARLS, WHICH LATER-BECAME-A.MUSEUM, FOR MANY
YEARS BORE THE STRONG PENETRATING-SCENTS. THAT
CLUNG..TO THE WALLS. MANY YEARS AFTER..JOSEPHINE
DIED IN-181

B. ‘His BarTLES - VERSES 3-5

THE WORD €&SWORD) SUGGESTS THAT HE IS A
MIGHTY WARRTOR, HIS RIDING IN A
VICTORIOUS WAY INTO CONFLICT ARMED WITH
ARROWS THAT ARE SHARP TO DEAL WITH HIS
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ENEMIES SPEAKS OF A KING WHO IS MIGHTY IN
BATTLE. HE IS A/ CONQUERTING KING. [HIS IS
SURELY THE CASE CONCERNING THE MESSIAH AS
REVEALED IN PSALM 2 A TioN 19, THIS
KING GOES FORTH TO WAR NOT TO CLAIM NEW
TERRITORY OR DEMONSTRATE HIS POWER BUT TO
SET FORTH THE YIRTUES:OF HIS KINGDOM NAMELY

T GHTEOUSNESS ON EARTH WHERE DURING
HUMAN HISTORY THEY WERE LARGELY ABANDONED!
THIS WILL BE SEEN IN THE END TIME IN CONTRAST
WITH ONE WHOSE LIFE IS CHARACTERIZED AS -
THE LIE. SOLOMON WAS UNIQUE IN HIS RULE.
WISDOM CHARACTERIZED HIS REIGN. [IHE KING OF
THIS PSALM LOVES RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATES
INIQUITY., [HAT CAN BE SAID OF NO OTHER KING
WHO HAS EVER LIVED. [IHE CHARACTERISTIC OF
HIS KINGDOM WILL BE DOING THAT WHICH IS RIGHT.
(CompARE JoHN 3:19, IsAIAH 2:2-4, IsaiaH 11:
3-9) HE GOES TO WAR FOR THE RIGHT REASON AND
DOES NOT FIGHT UNTIL AND UNLESS IT IS
NECESSARY.. HE ALWAYS.WINS, HE IS NEVER
DEFEATED+

C. His Bounties - VErRseEs 6-9

THE TWO WORDS GOLD AND GARMENTS SPEAK OF
THE MAGNIFICENCE OF HIS BEAUTY. HE IS NOT
POVERTY STRICKEN, HE IS A KING OF SUBSTANTIAL
SUBSTANCE. THE PSALM WRITER HAS DESCRIBED
THE KING OF THIS PsALM As ForLLows: "My LorD._
_HAS GARMENTS SO WONDROUS FINE, AND MYRRH THEIR
TEXTURE FILLS; ITS FRAGRANCE REACHED TO THIS
HEART OF MINE, WITH JOY MY BEING THRILLS.
~IN_GARMENTS_GLORIOUS. HE WILL COME, TO OPEN WIDI
THE DOORS; AND | SHALL ENTER MY HEAVENLY HOME,
_ TO DWELL FOREVERMORE. OF THE IVORY
" PALACES INTO A WORLD O ,» ONLY HIS GREAT
“ETERNAL LOVE MADE MY SAVIOR GO."
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IT. THE KING HIS BRIDE - Verses 10-16

AFTER THE KING’'S_VICTORY, THE MARRIAGE
PROCESSION FOLLOWS. THE JEWISH WEDDING HAD AT
LEAST TWO PARTS - THE FIRST IN THE BRIDE'S
HOME AND THEN IN THE BRIDEGROOM'S HOME.

[HE FIGURE OF THE MARRIAGE IS OFTEN USED TO
EXPRESS (GOD’S RELATIONSHIP TO HIS PEOPLE.

AS WAS STATED EARLIER, THE INTERPRETATION OF
PSALM’US HAS SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO [SRAEL BUT
THERE'S CERTAINLY AN APPLICATION TO THE
CHURCH. PICTURED BEFORE US IS THAT OF AN
ANCIENT BRIDAL PROCESSION WHICH WAS AN
IMPORTANT PART OF THE MARRIAGE CEREMONY,
THOSE _EEMALE _ATTENDANFS ARE CALLED_KING'S

_?AUGHIERS-AND HONORABL E WOMEN IN VERSE 9,
HE ATTENDANTS LIKE THE BRIDE WERE ALL

BEAUTIFULLY ARRAYED CLAD IN GOLD AND GARMENTS
SUITABLE FOR A WEDDING DAY. [HE ATTENDANTS
WORE THE VERY FINEST THEY POSSESSED.

A. 'HER HoMmELAND - Verse 10

THE PSALMIST SPOKE DIRECTLY TO THE BRIDE
TELLING HER _TO FORGET HER KINDRED AND MAKE HER
BRIDEGROOM THE OBJECT OF HER AITENTION AND
AFRECTION. ON THIS HER WEDDING DAY AS THE
BRIDAL PROCESSION AND THE MUSIC BEGINS AND AS
SHE PREPARES TO JOIN HER BRIDEGROOM AT THE
PALACE - SHE SHOULD FORGET LARGELY THE OF
THE PAST' AND SUPPORT HER NEW HUSBAND. (ﬁfff)
IS A CLASSIC_EXAMPLE OF A WOMAN WHO DID
EXACTLY WHAT THIS VERSE SUGGESTS.

APPLICATION: THE CHURCH IS TO FORGET ITS
WORLDY MOORINGS AND REMEMBER THAT WE ARE A
HEAVENLY PEOPLE WITH NEW IDENTITY AND NEW
AFFECTION IN ROUTE TO THE GREAT HOMELAND OF
THE SOUL.
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B. 'Her Homace - VErse 11
THE WORD WORSHIP COULD BE MISUNDERSTOOD.

THE BRIDE WAS TO HQNQBL—RESEE?I AND BE
_DEVOTED TO HER NEW HUSBAND. |T WAS NOT HER

TASK TO CHANGE, CRITICIZE, CONTROL HIM -

NOT YET! HE WAS DELIGHTED EVEN ENTHRALLED
WITH HER BEAUTY. SHE SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO
BE DEVOTED.TO.HIM. - THOUGH IT MIGHT NOT BE
NECESSARY. (RELATE STORY OF LEARNED HAND
REGARDING FRANCES.) JUST AS THIS BRIDE IS
FULLY DEVOTED TO HER HUSBAND, SO THE CHURCH
SHOULD BE TO CHRIST,.

C. 'Her HABITATION - VERSE 13

THE TERM MEANS—MLI-IH-I—N_HER
CHAMBER, AS THE BRIDE PREPARES FOR THE
CEREMONY, THE SPLENDOR OF HER 'ATTIRE AND
APPAREL" IS BREATHTAKING! THE PSALMIST wouLD
SAY WITH SURETY THERE ARE NO UGLY BRIDES!

HER DRESSING CHAMBER IS A BEEHIVE OF ACTIVITY
AS THEY PREPARE TO MARCH TO THE PALACE. HER
VIRGIN COMPANIONS IN VERSE 14 ACCOMPANY HER

ON THE MARCH. WE CALL THEM BRIDEMAIDS.

D. 'HErR HappinNesS - VErRSE 15

SURROUNDING THIS WEDDING PROCESSION IS
A GAY FESTIVITY OF UNUSUAL GLADNESS. [IHE
PROSPECTS OF ENTERING THE PALACE BROUGHT GREAT
JoY. (CoMPARE GENESIS 24 - IsaAC AND REBEKAH)
SOMEONE HAS SAID THAT THERE IS A SMALL
DIFFERENCE IN THIS WEDDING PROCESSION - THE
ORGANIST WILL PLAY A BgFFERENT SONG NAMELY,
HERE COMES THE GROOM.({RELATE-TO FREUDIAN_SLIP
AT_BETTY'S WEDDING. S

UCH_A_SLIP WOULD BE
OCCASION. [IHE KING IS THE
CENTER OF ATTENTION. |HE BRIDE ARRAYED IN HER
WEDDING DRESS SURROUNDED BY HER BRIDESMAIDS IN
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HER FATHER'S HOUSE AND AT THE PROPER TIME SHE
IS ESCORTED BY THE ATTENDANTS IN A SOLEMN
CEREMONY TO THE HOUSE OF HER HUSBAND AND HER
HUSBAND'S FATHER. AS THE PROCESSION MAKES ITS
WAY THROUGH THE STREETS, ARRAYED IN GORGEOUS
CLOTHING, MUSIC PLAYS, PEOPLE SING - IT IS A
FESTIVE OCCASION. WE ARE REMINDED THAT GOD IS
PREPARING A BRIDE FOR HIS SON AND THAT BRIDE
IS CALLED THE CHURCH. I[N THIS PSALM, WE GET

A GLIMPSE OF WHAT UNION WITH CHRIST WILL BE
LIKE.

E. "HeEr Homnor - VErses 16-17

HER CHILDREN ARE BLESSED INDEED. -HER
__FEAMILY WILL BE FAMOUS.



ROBERT K. SPRADLING gNOilEMBER 16, 1980

THE MIRACLES 0 . T T
- THE_MAN WHO WOUTD %- Clols
s7epP C
Mark 10:45-52 '%;miﬁmt
> ur <

EACH GOSPEL PRESENTS

CHRIST FRﬁM A DIFFERENT =,
POINT OF VIEW. |

Bk, PRESENTS I%’ASNE?ENT REECL. o

AND KINGDOMSLEREAENESS WA§ MEKSURED BY POWER
REFLECTED IN NUMBERS OFW éQ@IEB J
BSTANCE, AND, OF ONE'S DOMAIN, THE
Ai__.-.‘-ii‘:.r‘ F IS THAT OF\
CHAPPELL RELATES THE STORY FROM.GREEK

SMYTHOLOG)Y CONCERNING.ACHILLES WHO WHEN HE WAS
BORN HIS MOTHER CONSULTED THE ORACLE OF BELPHI
| CONCERNING THE BOYS FUTURE. THE ORACLE TOLD

HER THAT HER SON HOULR ELTHER LIVE’A LONG LIFE

OF INGLORIOUS EASE ORZA SHORT LIFE OF BATTLE

'AND VICTORY. TO SAFEGUARD THE LIFE OF HER
SON, THE MOTHER DRESSED HIM AS AWGERL AND PUT
HIM ON AN LSLAND WHERE NOBODY LIVED BUT GIRLS.
HIS FUTURE SEEMED TO BE ONE OF IDLE WORTHLESS-
NESS. BY AND BY, THE GREEKS WENT TO WAR AGAINST
THE TROJANS, WHEN THE URACLE WAS CONSULTED
REGARDING VICTORY, HE TOLD THE INQUIRERS THAT
THEY COULD NEVER WIN EXCEPT THAT¢ 0ﬁﬂ1ﬂﬂ§} FIGHT
FOR THEM: HOWEVERs=NQBODY KNEW EXACTLY WHERE
AcHILLES WAS so QLMSSEINAS GIVEN THE TASK OF
LOCATING HIM. HE—TRR®ELLED THROUGHOUT THE LANDS
OF THE.GRECIAN EMPIRE UNTIL FINALLY HE CAME TO
AN ISLAND WHERE NOBODY LIVED BUT GIRLS. DISGUISED
AS A PEDDWER, HE WENT AMONG THE GIRLS SELLING HIS
WARES WHICH THEY BOUGHT EAGERLY, WITH ONE EXCEPTION.
ONE GIRL APPEARED NOT .TQ BE INTERESTED IN ANY OF
THE TRINKETS, AT LAST ULYSSES LIFTED FROM HIS
BAG OF WARES .A-SUT ! A SWORD. AT THE

SIGHT OF THESE; THE GIRL SPRANG FORWARD SEIZED
THEM EAGERLY AND BEGAN TO.WLELD THE SWORD.

ULYSSES RECOGNIZ%D THE ACHILLES THE HER©., BECAUSE
HAT H WHICH HE MIGHT .SERVE INSTEAD

\OF THAT WITH WHICH HE MIGHT BE SER!

\
UR LORD CcAME INTO THE WORLD NOT TO GET FOR
IMSELF BUT TO HE WALKED .AMONG MEN AS

T IS PASSAGE, WE SEE THE
: h_‘MINISTERING TO THE NEEDS OF
. . (THERE S ANOTHER STORY TOLD
ABOUT PETERSHEGREAT. AFTER HE HAS BUILT

4/THE GREAT RUSSIAN EMPIRE, HE DECIDED TO BUILD
A NAVY. NO ONE RUSSIA KNEW ANYTHING ABOUT
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SHIPBUILDING., So, PETER VACATED HIS THRONE FOR
A TIME, APPOINTED .CATHERINE AS REGENT, LAID ASI
HIS ROYAL APPARELL, DRESSED AS A comn
TRAVELLING TO HOCLAND AND ENGLAND. HE VISI
THE GREAT SHIPYARDS OF THESE TWO COUNTRIES AND
WORKED AS AN ORDINARY HAND. 'NO ONE DREAMED THAT
ROYALTY HAD VISITED THE SHIPYARDS BUT IN INDEED
HE HAD LEARNED HOW TO BUILD SHIPS BY WORKING

~WITH THOSE WHO DID SO,

™y

DE

JESUS PASSED THROUGH

ERU SALEHg_

FOLLOWERS A
PLACE T0 PLACE.

E ROAD FROM
ESUS WAS DOING

WAS N y BEGAN TO SHOUT AT HI
TER ALL, THEY WE YING HEAR
‘WHAT ESUS HAD TO SAY AND IN THEIR MIND HIs

«ECTURE WAS MORE IMPORTANT-THAN THE BLIND MAN S
EED. HOWEVER, THEY WOULD SOON LEARN JESUS

THAT IS WHAT

I

NOT SEE THE SITUATION AS THEY DID. (RELATE
QEWSWEEK ARTICLE REGARDING REAGAN)

JN THIS STORY WAS NAMED
BAR" ON HIS NAM

IT UNTO ]HEE BUT MY FATHER WHICH I

CE | "OTHER WAS A TAX
. NAMED _ZACEF COINCIDENTALLY, THE
KEY VERSE OF LUK *10 IN THE VERY CHAPTER
WHICH SPEAKS OF ZACCHAEUS' CONVERSION AND THE
K%Y VERSE OF MARK IS IN_THE PASSAG%FDEALING
WITH THE €€ -LON_OF DARTIMA A TAX
__'Tg CTOR AND A BEGGAR DO NOT CONSTITUTE
“HIGHER ECHE OF SOCIETY BUT JESUS DID
NOT MEET MEN ON THE BASIS OF THEIR SOCIAL
OR ECONOMIC STATUS BUT WHOLLY ON THE BASIS OF
THEIR NEED., FROM THIS PASSAGE WE WILL NOTICE

N -ﬁommsw FROM THE CONVERSION OF
ARTIMAEUS:

Is BBRIlMAEU5_HAD_ALNEED_AND_HE_KNEH_II-VS-46-47

THE TEXT DESCRIBES THE
BARTIMAEUS LIFE. HE WA
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| SS, WAS COMMON. IN THE DAYS OF JESUS,

| EE WERE NUMEROUS TO SUCH AN
| EXTENT, ONE COULD NOT WALK THROUGH THE STREETS
- /™ OF ANY CITY WITHOUT SEEING BOZEN

| WERE~PARTIALLY OR,TOTA BLIND, THE REASONS
WERE NUMEROUS SUCH AS WUNCLEAN.PLACES FOR THE
BIRTH OF CHILDREN; B+SEASE_CA3311NG_EE=ES OR

e T e CARE AND
NONE TO HELP; IT IS REPORTED THAT THEY WQULD

CRY: DLIND, BLIND, REMEMBER B
BART IMA iﬂTGIBﬂiﬂIInmnI- =

LOD THAT HE EVER READY TO BE v WE TEND
0 u'.mmﬁmm“
“.NOT SO BAD, OR AT_LEAST NOT SO SURE OF QUR
oD, NO PERSQN WILL EVER BE SAVED
4 0ST RELATE STORY

F LIFEGUARD WHO LET A MAN GO UNDER ONCE OR TWICE
BEFORE HE ATTEMPTED TO RESCUE HIM, IHE REASON:

ASIER TO SAVE WHEN THEY RECOGNIZE THEIR
\DESPERATE CONDITION, )

WHEN BARTLMA HEARD ABOUT JESUS, HE CRIED

QUT .FOR EN_DO_NOT COME TO JESUS UNTIL
GNIZE T ED. THE GREATRESS NEED
ANY BROUGHT TO THE PLACE OF .
. DA

G HI ONDITION BEFORE THE
ORD RTIMAEUS WOULD HAVE ED BLIND

s FOREVERAANBSBERI SHED IN HIS SIN HAD HE RESORTED

EXOAW 10 THEE EN MAKE REGARDING THEIR NEED OF
| : CPEYPEERTTES - MANY PEOPLE RESORT TO THE

| UNTIL ONE SEES HIMSELE INTDESPE “ORE




Vel X AM’ o MJ-M-J\
W Rl

EOPLE THINK OF ALL THE
GIVE UP IN ORDER TO

BECOME A LHRISTIAN: AURUNKENESS, ADULIRY, THIEVRY,
HABITS THAT ARE RUINING-HEALTH AND SH NING —

LIFE, AND A EFFES -5E.THAT BRINGS U S
RUSTRATION. AND BIS . (RELATE TO

i lLL HAVE TO GIVE UP IN ORDER TO GET MARRIED.
HAT KIND OF THINKING MISSES THE FACT THAT gT

=S NOT A GIVING UP BUT A GELLING SITUATION.
ALL REHIAE : IS

=BLINDNESS! | YOl
1S YOUR SINQLQ
MANY PEOPLE “SAY "THEY WOULD LTKE HRTST
BUT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO LIVE THE
CHRISTIAN LIFE A OR AI%OR IN THE WORLD
IN WHICH THEY LIVE. ! THIS THINKING;
IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR MAN WITH HIS OWN RESOURCES

O LIVE THE CHRISTIAN LIFE [N HIS OWN STRENGTH,
OD GIVES THE ENABLEMENT. HAVE MEl ',:.' ON
‘ I

- THREE EXCUSES; THERE ARE LITERALL £
AL FOUNDATION AND ALL PART ™ g;r
DISCEPTION TO0 KEEP P PEOPLE AWAY FROM ESUS.
3 .15-.-.- QU-"ARE DEA EVERY =

A A
LT 1- l-m\ »

BUT

SE HE TONAL
SITUATION., THEY DIDN'T WANT HIM TO
7 ATTRACT ANY ATTENTION OR M 01S :

"DARTIMAEUS
HE WERE

GOING TO__

2. HE WAS
WILLING IN ORDER
ISN TIT

I NEVER GETS NERVOUS OR

UPSET NO MATTE HOW COUDLY ONE YELkS AT -A_SPORTS
/\E\LENI BUT LET A SINNER CRY OUT TO THRIST IN AN
MOTIONAL . OUTBURST, FOLK GET VERY SENSITIVE TO

L-?N.Ql SET)
(~e: ?léc" vdr 5 v b~

,i/c,<__ (2 o ‘Z-J,- fl’iﬂ-W"“u__,

"3 :';,O
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44%HERE IS A STORY TOLD ABOUT A YOUNG MAN WHO
VISITED A-PUBLIC LIBRARY AND BEGAN WALKING AROUND

AMONG THE BOOKS WHICH REPRESENTED THE WRITTEN

#. RECORD OF THE AGCUMULATION OF WISDOM FOR CENTURIES.

" THE LIBRARY CONTAINED BOOKS ON ALMOST ANY SUBJECT
IMAGINABLE TO ENRICH THE MIND AND LIFE IF PROPERLY
ENERGY AND EFFORT WERE APPLIED. HOWEVER, IT WAS
APPARENT TO THE LIBRARIAN; THE YOUNG MAN WAS UPSET
ABOUT SOMETHING., AFTER A TIMﬁ OF BROWSING AND IN
AaDISg”STED TONE, HE SAID: HERE ARE THE COMIC
BOOKS ! THIS FELLOW WAS ONE WHO DID NOT RECOGNIZE
HIS OPPORTUNITY., HIS INTEREST WAS IN ENTERTAINMENT
AND IN ENRICHMENT,

THERE WE?
JESUS,

TO KEEP BARTIMAEUS FROM
OF LIF HERE ARE SOME PEOPLE WHO WHEN TH

EESUS THEIR IMMEDIATE REACTION IS TQ WADT),
- FOR *\ . L .,. ME , ' ; G , UNT

No PERS NOWS
HAME OR E WI
Sy

BRowN AND OTHERS. )

IT 15 DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND AND EXPLAIN' FAITH

ON' THE TERMS 10N ALONE. IT 18 EASTER
TO SEE ‘HOMW- RATES
#™ [N THE CASE © FINAEUS, IT CAUSED HIM Torchl
4§JH£L;Ul:LﬁNuS; “COME TO JESUS, AND IT ENABLED
HIM TO SEE. -IBLE TEACHES THAT APART FROM

THE EXERCISE OF FAJTH HRIS} ME” CANNOT _BE
saveD, ( Romans 10 17 EPH, 2:8 EBREWS 11:6)

He, e ol fe pmrief) — Too See !/

N y



SIM : NG WH
"-5'4@,‘,-mwmllmlluu‘“- OR EXAMP

HOMANHESTORY BEFORE MEN HAD SEEN IT RAIN, Gon
THOUGHHE DID FULLY UNDERSTAND WHY AND THE
URPOSE FOR WHICH GOD AS T0 BUTLD IT.
OWEVER,JMNﬁLﬁhEALIH IN GOD ENABLED_ _JOWDO
Sl f F A T > 3

OUR HEADS ON WHAT OD HAS SAID.

IV, BAEgH¥H1ELHAD_AN_EXEERlENCE_AND_HE_ERQMED_LI =
VS,

ELY SUGGESTS THAT BARTIAMEUS
\ PER n_

THE WORD IM
SIGHT CAME INSTA

N& o1 TOL MUST B BOR AVE SETE
5A£§L BEFORE YOU CAN . MEN CANNOT LIVE AL
—F EING UNTIL THI BLINDNESS HAS BEEN DEALT

HEN BARTIMAEUS GAI) GHL, IMMEDIATELY
/™ HE BEGAN TO—EOEEOWSTESHS, TIMAEUS

HAD PROCLAIMED LOUDLY THAT HE COULD SEE BUT AS
HE STOOD TO WALK HE STUMBLED AND FELL AND GROPED

AN'B—G#V-E-E¥-E-R-Y—-E¥-LD.ENCE THAT HIS VISION WAS STILL
+ LACKIN HERE ARE MANY PEOPLE TQDAY, LIKE

S, WHOﬂLOOK LIKE g TALK LIKE: CHRISTIANS BUT

' AND LOVE. MEsushBUT D
THE FACT THAT BARTIMAEUS FO
MONSTRATED THE GENUINENES

( ESUS. WOULD WE DARE SUGGEST THAT
REASON SO MANY PEOPLE MWHO CLAIM TO KNOW THE
go OT FOLLOW HIM IS BECAUSE THEE ARE_STiLL
[ N THE PHYSICAL BLINDNESS OF BARTIMAEUS,
VE A SPIRITUAL PICTURE OR ILLUSTRATION OF
" WHAT \EVERY MAN 1S sPIRITUALLY., (II CorIn, 4:3-3)

Uoso  Allege fond Lelen)
A blind \Ju««—h o % heliean.
™ “I‘En_m&zz_—wa»/deM M}gﬁ/ or Live Loge




VI. THE SPIRIT SEARCHES-- 1 Cor,2:10-11 @

This passage teaches us that the Spirit of God
P is vitally involved in the « He is
) the Spirit of _zewedstien who was responsible for
the giving of the truth of God over a long per-
iod of time in writting the Scriptures. Also,
_~a The Spirit of God is the On o not only is the
G Author of Scripture, but th&®eacher of Scriptur:

It is the Holy Spirit who_dimsteucts the saints

-

Spiritually Pre. e receliveth not" //
Does not welcome. will listen to ideas
on religion, philosophy, talk about the
Bible at a pane discussion...but point ont

2. Spiritually Ignorant=-~'"foolishness'
1l Cor. 1°18
3. Spiritually Powerless-- '"neither can he
know them,
Rom., 1:16,..this is the pewer to change
: the natural man to the spiritual man in
) —————christ. |

VII. THE SPIRIT SPEAKS-- 1 Tim. 4:1

The Spirit of God does not speak today in an
audible voice from heaven. He speaks thru the

()
= “f{iit of God who warns us of error.

)(My early experience with doctrinal error. He
kept me in the Word and away from the_gylts.)

SEFACATES
VIII. THE SPIRIT OF GOD SENDS=--Acts 13:1\

JOhn 1:6 SsloJ S :/ = ve wel o, —
Isa, 6:8 iﬁl um“r~f:I:mméL

No vl Fon a e Ay 13““)
Lls D @ i et gt

1 oatate - €ods)

r—

N - Danéexs - S B e .;
e T"::T‘\x_f."*'g 5

w = L.
LeeTokes To M

‘ . \ (/)54 (S ) S At
{ $NM~HL_$fw*h~ i ) S/ ves S ) 3Hephles
\, f i Save L9 { < Y,
-- . =5 (e ) Seancles
P ot (215l e,

/f’"-A_H?f /?) 252214?5-
< (7) Sends




RoBERT K. SPRADLING NovemBer 15, 1992
[L—’I_:.Tp.»i e T?n__g_‘ﬁ{_, ¥. For atl

THE TALENTED
o MATTHEW 25:14-30

WHEN WE TALK TALENTS, WE REFER TO PEOPLE

WHO HAVE SPECIAL APTITUDES AND ABILITIES.

WHEN JESUS TALKED ABOUT TALENTS, HE WAS TALKING
ABOUT MONEY. IN JESUS’ DAY, LARGE SUMS OF MONEY
WERE WEIGHED, NOT COUNTED. A TALENT OF SILVER
WEIGHED BETWEEN /5 AND 9U PouNDS. AsS A MATTER
OF FACT, THE WORD "“SHEKEL"” MEANS "TO WEIGH.

A SHEKEL WAS A BASIC UNIT OF MONEY OR COINAGE
IN JEsus’ TIME.) THE WORD TALENT APPEARS MORE
OFTEN IN_THIS CHAPTER THAN ANY OTHER PLACE IN
THE NEw TESTAMENT. AS A MATTER OF FACT, THERE
ARE ONLY.TWO OTHER REFERENCES OUTSIDE THIS
CHAPTER. - IHE TERM APPEARS IN NO LESS THAN
/ VERSES IN MATTHEW 25. SIMPLY STATED, THE
WORD TALENT HAS TO DO WITH BIG OR HEAVY MONEY.
(ONE_OF THE OLD TESTAMENT WORDS FOR RICH MEANS
HEAVY. [T 1s THE HEBREW kovAlD.) Our [+
CONSIDERATION OF THIS PASSAGE WILL DEAL :
PRIMARILY WITH THE FOUR PERSONS MENTIONED IN
THE TEXT:

[. THE UNCOMMON MASTER - Verses 14-19

THE WORDS USED TO DESCRIBE THE SERVANTS
(pouLos) AND LORD (KURIOS) SPEAK OF THE

EXTREMES IN THE SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF JESUS DAY,
THE TERM “LORD" REFERS TO , A
#+ JTERM OF RESPECT, OR AS HERE, &mmﬂMﬂiJﬂﬂLJﬂug:D
ED R x
_PERSON, iHERE ARE SEVERAL WORDS_FOR SERVANT

@ OR SLAVE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. THIS ONE REFERS
TO SOMEONE WHO WAS ANOTHER PERSON’S POSSESSION,
FREEDOM INVOLVES THE ABILITY TO LIVE AND ORDER
ONE"S LIFE AS HE CHOOSES. [HE SLAVE HAD NO

SUCH CHOICE. HIS WAS A LOWLY LIFE OF LABOR.
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THEREFORE, THE FACT THAT THIS MASTER OR OWNER

WOULD COMMIT SUCH FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
~ REGARDING A LARGE SUM OF MONEY INVOLVING

NO ON-SIGHT, DAY-TOzDAY, CAREFUL SUPERVISION,

1S EXTRAORDINARY! THE MASTER WAS GOING AWAY,

PROBABLY ABROAD. FOR TIME. WE coME TO
THAT CONCLUSION FROM THE P [RAVELING

~NFO-AFAR-COUNFRY-—~ [T LITERALLY MEANS GOING
F ROM S P E

ABROAD. _THE ELCEMENT OF JIRUST, IN THE TEXT IS
CLEAR, IN FINANCES, SOME SPEAK OF A “BLIND
TRUST” AND THIS SURELY WAS JUST THAT. HE
TREATED HIS SLAVES LIKE PEOPLE, NOT PROPERTY!

HE AMOUNT ENTRUSTED TO THEM IS STAGGERING!
HE HEIR_ABILITY ﬁND GAVE ACCORDINGLY.
E DID NOT O . HE TREATED THEM AS SONS
NOT SLAVES. ,EEMEMBER IN THOSE DAYS A DAY'S
e WAGE WAS APPROXIMATELY. SIXTEEN CENTS IN

AMERICAN MONEY. FOR A SIX-DAY WEEK, THAT
INVOLVES LESS THAN A.DOLLAR.PER.WEEK. WE ARE
TALKING ABOUT A SMALL.FORTUNE - A .LIFETIME OF
WAGES..IN-A. SINGLE, LUMP.suM! THESE MEN WERE
SLAVES; NOT STOCKBROKERS, SO TO BE SO TRUSTED
WAS RARE. (SOMEONE HAS CALCULATED A COMPARISON
OF A 22-YEAR OLD OUT OF COLLEGE ON HIS FIRST
JoB AT $25,000 PeErR YEAR. I[N 4O _YEARS, AT THE

| SAME ‘SALARY, WITH NO. INCREASE, THAT $25,000
WOULD INCREASE TO ONE MILLION. SUPPOSE AN
EMPLOYER GAVE HIM THE FULL AMOUNT THE FIRST
YEAR ON THE JOB TO INVEST GOING IN - IT WOULD

“BE-A.SIMILAR COMPARISON!) THE SERVANTS HAD NO
DOLLARS TO INVEST OF THEIR OWN BUT THEY DID HAVE
TIME AND EFFORT. [THE TEXT SAYS -VERY.LIIILF

ABOUT THE OWNER, NO NAME, NO OCCUPATION, NO

FAMILY, NOTHING ABOUT THE NATURE OF HIS TRIPS -
~~ ONLY HIS CONFIDENCE IN HIS SEBVANTS. BEEORE

HE TOOK THE TRIP, INSTEAD OF LOCKING UP~ HIS

MONEY HE DECIDED TO "LEND IT OUT. HE TOOK

RISKS TO GAIN RICHES. (TODAY WE CALL SUCH A

PERSON AN ENTREPRENEUR. T[HIS TERM IS AKIN TO
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THE ENGLISH WORD "ENTERPRISE”, THAT 1S, ONE
WHO TAKES RISKS AfD MANAGEMENT OF A BUSINESS.

#~ |HE GIFTS AND THE RISKS WERE HIS = MAKING HIM
A VERY UNCOMMON MASTER!

[T. THE_UNHESITATING SERVANTS - Verses 15-23

THERE IS A VARIATION FROM THE AUTHORIZED
VERSION 1IN THE WESTCOIT AND HORT GREEK NEW
TESTAMENT. THE WORD TRAIGHTWAY” OR
IMMEDIATELY Iu VERSE CTUALLY OCCURRED AT THE
BEGINNING OF VERSE 16 STUDY OF SUCH THINGS IS
SYNTAX - IT IS A WORD THAT HAS NOTHING TO DO
WITHFgg¥,OR TAX - THUMB, CARPET, OR ANY OTHER

T HAS TO DO WITH-SENTENCE_STRUCTURE AND

THE ABBANGEME&I.AND.RELAIIQNSHIE OF WORDS IN
. IN THIS PASSAGE, IT IS THE

SERVA TS_AND NOT THE OWNER WHO GET GOING IN A
HURRY! THERE IS A SPECIAL KIND OF ENERGY AND
™ EXGITEMENT THAT COMES WITH HAVING LARGE SUMS
OF MONEY TO INVEST OR WORK WITH. AN AGGRESSIVE,
PERCEPTIVE WORKER DOES NOT HAVE TO BE JUMP-
STARTED TO GET GOING! (ENVISION THIS MAN BUX.ING
A WaLt-STREETdJournaL, U.S.A. YESTERDAY, TODAY,
ToMORROW, BARRONS AND EVERY OTHER INVESTMENT
TOOL AVAILABLE., THE TERM IMMEDIATELY MEANS HE
DID NOT WASTE TI His MASTER'S COMMAND WAS
HIS CHALLENGE, HIS PRUDENT MAN USED HIS
AND THE MOMENT WISELY. HE DID NOT WAIT
FOR A BETTER CLIMATE, HE GOT STARTED. (SOMEONE
HAS SUGGESTED THAT THE SERVANTS WERE IN THREE
LEVELS: THE MUCH, MIDDLE AND MINIMUM LEVELS.)
THE TEXT MAKES IT CLEAR THAT THE GIFT TO THE
SERVANTS WAS ACCORDING TO ABILITY. THE
PERCENTAGE OFcRETU AS EXACTLY THE SAME WITH
~» THE FIRST TWO AND THE®™REWARDDWAS EXACTLY THE
SAME, [HE DILIGENT DOU THEIR INVESTMENT.
THE FIRST SERVANT MAY HAVE BEEN MORE SKILLFUL
AND HIS AMOUNT WAS GREATER BUT THE PERCENTAGE
OF RETURN WAS EXACTLY THE SAME AND SO WAS THE
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REWARD FOR BOTH SERVANTS. ALSO HE KNEW UP
FRONT THAT_THERE WOULD BE A DAY OF ACCOUNT-
@  ABILITY. THE EXACT DAY THEY DID NOT KNOW BUT
THEY KNEW THERE WOULD BE.A-IIME OF RECKONING.
THE TERM IN THE TEXT FOR RECKON MEANS TO_SAY
AND SHOW WHAT ONE HAS DONE WITH THE ORIGINAL
GIFT. THE WORD "GAINED” IN VERSE 20 1S USED
TO DESCRIBE WINNINGS AND ALSO THE IDEA OF A
-LEDGER, I[N OTHER WORDS, A PERSON WHO WORKED
AT BEING A WINNER! DURING THE TIMES WHEN THE
OWNER WAS AWAY, THE PRUDENT EFFQRT, THE
INCREASE IN BOTH CASES RAN To 100% AND THE
RESULT wAs-AVMERx_EbEASED_agugs! THE REWARD,
ACCORDING TO VERSES AND 725, 'WAS THAT WISE USE
OF "A_FEW THINGS” LED TO "MANY.” IN OTHER
WORDS, THIS LORD REWARDED GOOD WORK WITH

AND—GREATFER-PQSITION. THE
TER S USUALLY A REFERENCE TO—A—FEAST

OF ~CEEBRATION- WHERE_.JOY-WAS—THE-DOMINANT
"'__Emnﬁlou. THEY WERE ALSO "INSIDERS” AS OPPOSED

To "OUTSIDERS.” T[HE_WORD RULE MEANS TO

APPOINT OR ORDAIN. THEY WERE APPOINTED TO

LARGER RESPONSIBILITY BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITHFUL-

NESS,

I11. THE UNPROFITABLE SERVANT - Verse 18,
24-30

THIS WAS A “DO NOTHING” SERVANT. HE WAS LAZY
AND MADE EXCUSES FOR HIS LACK QFE_INITI
AND EFFORT. HE DID WHAT WA AND
BY INTERPRETATION THIS IS A REFERENCE TO THE
SCRIBES AND PHARISEES. THIS SERVANT HAD NO
INTEREST IN ﬁﬁﬂﬂlﬂ, ONLY IN THE SIATIUS QUO.
WHEREVER THE LORD'S WORK IS BEING DONE, THERE
WILL ALWAYS BE THE UNPROFITABLE SERVANTS WHO
WILL CALL FOR THE 'SAFE PATH AND MISNAME IT |
THE SPIRITUAL PATH. "LET'S NOT WASTE THE LORD'S
THELORDARE—

- _MONEY, LET'S NOT GEF—AHEAD OF
CLICHES USED WITH GREAT,.SKILlL TO KILL AND
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PARALYZE THE PROGRAM DESIGNED TO HONOR GOD.,
His FEARFUL PARALYSIS IS VERY OBVIOUS. LIKE

@ THIS SERVANT, THEY BURY EVERYTHING THAT HAS TO
DO WITH AGGRESSIVE GROWTH- Iﬂl§_§ERMANI
ENJOYED A - ( :

NOT BE SURPRISED-TF.THE'FIVE TALENT SERVANT HAD
CHOSEN TO BURY ONE-FIFTH OF HIS INVESTMENT BUT
HE DIDN'T. THIS USELESS SERVANT WENT IN

THE WRONG DIRECTION - HE PLAYED IT. AND
HE WAS UUE Eﬁﬁﬁﬁi THE UNPROFITABLE SERVANT
CALLED HIS LORD A.Jﬂﬂﬂl#%?! HIS WORD WAS
SOMETIMES USED TO DESCRIBE THE HARD"

SUGGESTED THAT HIS MASTER WAS A KIND OF LOAN
SHARK MOVING IN FOR THE KILL AT _THE MIS-
FORTUNE OF OTHERS. [HE MAJOR<QUESTION, ABOUT

-2 THIS SERVANT IS WHETHER OR NOT HE WAS A BELIEVER

_.wHo LOST HIS SALVATION. [HE ASSUMPTION IS THAT
" THE WORD SERVANT IS THE EQUIVALENT OF SON_OR
SAVED., LET US LOOK AT THE TEXT OF VERSE 30:

[HIS SERVANT IS CALLED,uiﬁEEEEBQB_HDRIHLE§§.
NOTE THAT MEN un_ﬂﬂﬂég IN. T IBLE ARE SAVED

AID TO HAVE
] 8 - TERMS
RESERVED FOR UNBELIEVERS - NEVER BELIEVERS.
HE IS ALSO CALLED @ A REFERENCE TO HIS
NATURE. HE SAW HIS D IN THE MOST HARSH
TERMS. THE KEY TO UNDERSTANDING THE SPIRITUAL
CONDITION OF THIS MAN IS TO UNDERSTAND THE
MEANING OF THE WORD SERVANT. HE WAS A SERVANT
IN THE SENSE THAT ALL MEN ARE SERVANTS AND
RESPONSIBLE TO GOD FOR THEIR CONDUCT AND
BEHAVIOR, (CoMPARE NEBUCHADNEZZAR AND CYRUS -
: THE FACT THAT A MAN IS NOT A

BEL ES NOT CHANGE OR NEGATE HIS
RESPONSIBILITY T0.G0Ds [HE :ﬁ%k
PROFESSIQN 1S SERVICE, HOW THE D

REVEALS WHETHER OR NOT WE ARE Him.,
(JAMES 2: 14 19) Gop HAS GIVEN US IFTS.

‘\\-____ 4
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WE MAY USE THEM OR BURY THEM AS WE CHOOSE
HOWEVER, THERE 1S A UNIVERSAL LAW - “Use 1T
~ OR LOSE IT.” IT IS VERY EASY TO_SAY NOTHING,
" _DO_NOTHING, BE. NOTHING, HOWEVER, THIS DOES
NOT TAKE AWAY FROM THE BIBLICAL FACT THAT
ACCOUNTABILITY 1S AHEAD (Il Cor. 5:10,
OR. 3FF.) FOR THE BELIEVER, THE LESSON OF

l IS SIGNIFICANT. HE WAS SAFE AS LONG
SERVED. WHEN HE STOPPED._SERVING; HE
STARTED SLIDING AND STOPPED, FH OUR

GIFTS WE MAY EITHER 1 )THEM OR (BLOS oM}
THEM.{{ THE STORY IS D ABOUT A MAN-MAN
YEARS "AGO WHO WAS GOING ON A _LONG TRIP. HE HAD
TWO_SACKS OF GRAIN HE GAVE ONE. SACK TO EACH
OF .TWO.FRIENDS. HIS INSTRUCTIONS WERE SIMPLY
TO DO. WITH THE GRAIN AS THEY DESIRED BUT UPON
HIS RETURN HE WOULD ASK TO SEE WHAT THEY HAD,
DONE. WHEN HE RETURNED AND ASKED THE FIRST
FRIEND ABOUT HIS GRAIN, THE MAN TOOK HIM TO

@™  THE CELLAR, WENT TO A PARTICULAR BIN, OPENED
THE GRAIN SACK TO DISCOVER THAT IT WAS.ROTTEN
AND-WORTHLESS. WHEN HE APPROACHED THE SECOND
FRIEND AND ASKED ABOUT THE GRAIN, THE FRIEND
TOOK HIM TO A FIELD NEAR HIS HOME WHERE THE
GRAIN..WASGROWING ,  WAVING IN THE WIND, THE
GIVER SAID TO HIS FRIEND, "GIMEwME~ONE SACK OF
GRAIN IN RETURN FOR WHAT [.GAVE YOU AND THE
REST IS YOURS."




RoBERT K. SPRADLING NovemBer 1, 1987

A FAVORITE VERSE ON ASSURANCE
M \g, B JOHN 6: 37 (D

Aoust twel gk L IE

WHEN-A PERSON IS IN CHRIST, HE IS THERE
. [HIS IS ONE OF THEELRSI AND MOST

VITAL TRUTHS A NEW BELIEVER SHOULD LEARN.

His POSITJON IN CHRIST IS NOT, DEPENDENT

Y ‘m‘i’ijiuﬁ_
jnfmﬁﬁillﬂllﬂllﬁﬁlﬂ'

EXCITEMENT AND ENTHUSIASM OF NEW-FOUND FAITH

MAY LESSEN IN THE SMOKE OF SPIRITUAL CONFLICT

BUT HIS CONFIDENCE IN CHRIST NEED NOT SUFFER

IF HE IS GROUNDED IN THE WORD, STEADY, SOLID

PETER 2:2,

) OUR SALVATION.
Sars

AT COUNTS, NOT OURS., (JOHN 10 28
B 1S ONE OF SATAN'S OLDEST AND
PESTATING TRICKS TO DEFEAT NEW
sur . BELIEVERS. EVERY NEW CHRISTIAN NEEDS A
CH HE MAY FASTEN HIS CONF IDENCE

1S SUCH A V EEP IT,

IN REACH AND RECALL . \éﬁELATE BRUCE E;)
D TWO QUESTIONS REGARDING-THIS VERSE.
TOLD‘THE’STGRV‘ABOUT THE GIRL IN SUNDAY

Py MAY KNGN-FOR_SHRE THAT HE IS REALLY AND Y
SAVED., THAT 1S, HE IS NOT JUST A CANDIDATE

. FOR ETERNAL LIFE BUT_IS NOW APOS;
ETERNAL LIFE. (JoHN 5:24, ROMANS &:
HAVE THE EXTERNAL WORD AND THE INTERNAL




- 2 -
<F p’M{ﬁ/_.i

WITNESS WHICH\GIVES SALVATION'S BASIS BOTH
AN OBJECTIVE AND SUBJECTIVE THRUST. As

Y IN EVERY FAMILYy, GOD'S FAMILY HAS NO.%EI
CHILDREN BUT THE%E IS GREAT F
0

ALL. SOME MAY OTHERS MAY
ALL AR ! MPARE TO N K.) As
SOMEONE HAS WELL SAID, YOU AND | MAY TREMBLE
ON.THE Rock BUT THECROGK WILL NEVER TREMBLE

UNDER US.
[. GOD IS SOVEREIGN - "ALL THAT THE FATHER

BUT

GIVETH ME SHALL COME TO ME”

IN EVERY WAY YET IT ALSO TEACHES

_.SOVEREIGN.
_DECISIONS AND ACTIONG - FPPRTS VERSE,
- D ACT THIS VERSE, OUR
ORD POINTED TO THE FACT THAT SOME MEN'S
DID NOT CHANGE THE PURP Gob.

WHO »

=) AT IS _ALL WHO
_ FFICULTY IS IN
RYING TO. E OR MAKE THESE TWO
PHILOSOPHICAL DEAS PALATABLE TO HUMAN
REASON. SUCH A TASK MAY BE BEYOND HUMAN
ABILITY. THE BIBLE TEACHES BOTH, OFTEN IN
THE SAME VERSE., UKE 22:22, JOHNJ}
T US AS IF EVERYTHING DEPENDED ON
us A S IF EVERYTH#NG-DEPENDED ON
SE PROCEDURE.Qﬂﬂ!EEB SAYS THAT
SOME PEOPLE PUT ALL OF THEFR=PHEOLOGICAL
o EGGS IN THE=SQVERELGNTY. BASKET. OTHERS PUT
ALL OF THEIR THEOLOGICAL EGGS IN THE
e lILL _BASKET AND BOTH EXTREMES ARE INCORRECT.
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IF ONE IS NOT CAREFUL, HE WILL WIND UP WITH
"eGG_ON HIS FACE.” THE ONLY PLACE WHERE THIS
QUESTION OF DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY AND HUMAN

RESPONSIBILITY IS EASILY AND QUICKLY RESOLVED

IS IN THE FIRST YEAR IHEQEQELF%%%§§ OF A
SEMINARY. [HEY CAN AND HAVE RED IT ALL
OUT BUT FOR THE . OF US WE-SIMPLY.ARE
NOT- THAT SMART-}: FAMILIAR STATEMENT

THAT THE WHOSOEVER WILIS ARE THE ELECT AND

THE WHQSQEMER‘ﬂggﬁéiéggﬁTHE _NON-ELECT IS
GOOD THEOLOGY . COMMENTED THAT IF

GoD HAD PAINTED A YELLOW.SIRIPE UP THE BACK
OF ALL THE ELECT THEN HE WOULD GO ABOUT
JERKING UP SHIRTTAILS LOOKING FOR STRIPES

: HAT IS NOT THE CASE HE WILL PREACH

L MEN: OME TO_ CHRIST. [HE EMPHASIS

ON THIS PARTICI AR"PHRASE TN THE VERSE IS

ON THE=SOVERELGNIYQE.GOD. [N

HE REFERS TO GOD'S DRAWING POWER, THAT IS
THE POWER OF GOD’S GRACE AND_LOVE TO DRAW
MEN TO HIMSELF. ALso, JoHN 12:32 REFERS

70 OUR LORD'S REDEMPTIVE.GRACE AT CALVARY,
~A=YNDERSFAND LOVE'S DRAWING POWER - COMPARE
S TQ_WHOM WE ARE DRAWN. ATTACHED
Bow RISON WARDEN'S WIFE. Gobp'’s
WILL IS FOR ALL MEN TO BE SAVED BUT MAN MUST
IBE WILLING TO BE SAVED._rfﬁ_

THAT "JESUS DID NOT SAY THAT SOME ARE PRE-

DESTINED TO BE LOST, REGARDLESS OF WHAT THEY
DO. GOD HAS WILLED CERTAIN CONDITIONS RY

CONDITIONS., HE SOVEREIGNTY

THE CONDITIO AN _IN HIS FREE WIII MAY
ETTHER CHOOSE TO ACCEPT OR TO REJECT THEM.
THIS 1S A VERY WISE AND BIBLICAL STATEMENT.




[T, MAN IS RESPONSIBLE TO COME T&/CHRIST =
"HIM THAT COMETH TO ME"

T0 CARIST, IS

| E.l.ﬂ.éﬂﬁ. oN Him!
IN THE CONTEXT OF THIS HAPTER WE ARE
S 1 13;;-

3 1GHT: OF ¢ DOES NOT
SAT: IT MUST BE EAREN HEARERS
ANﬁLQE%bERS OF SCRIPTURE ARE ENEQmRAGED TO
%%%§?§¥ﬁ¥§§#§§ THE BREAD AND E T. JESUS
- THE SOUL OF MEN WHAT BREAD
AND WATER IS TO THE BODY. WHEN YOU HAVE

FOUND THE BREAD OF LIFE, THE HEART FINDS THAT
FOR WHICH IT HAS BEEN SEARCHING AND._SIQPS

ESUS DESCRIBES_SL&JHLJLLQAD
| THE INVITATION IS TO
BRING THAT HEAVY LOAD TO HIM. THE BOOK OF
— REVELATION BEGINS AND ENDS WITH AN
INVITATION. REVE ELATION 35:20 AND REVELATION
17 - THIS IS Gop's LAST INVITATIOs _
<aama

LET HIM TAKE OF THE w'”ER OF LIFE FREELY."
GOD USES THE WORD COME THREE TIMES IN ONE
VERSE. NO PERSON CAN EVER BLAME GOD OR
SOME PAST_DIVINE DECREE FOR HIS PRESENT
PLIGHT. THE RESRONSLBILITY IS ON EVERY
MAN'S SHOULDERS., ' SOME FLEE TO THE

OF THOSE WHO HAVE NEVER
HEARD THE GOSPEL - WHAT ABOUT THEM. IT
IGNORES AN EVEN MORE PRESSING QUESTION, WHAT

ABOUT THOSE WHog HEARD - THAT IS FAR
MORE SOBERING! -

’ [T1. THE BELIEVER IS SAFE IN CHRIST - “I
WILL IN NO WISE CAST OUT

SOME FOLK LOOK ON SAFETY LIKE A BASEBALL
-*nguaam WHO IS SAFE_UNTIL AND_UNLESS HE IS
DRAWN-OEEZBASE: [N THE SAME ANALOGY, [ PREFER
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~GROSSED.HOMF AND IS SAFE,
M THE TEXT IN REVERSE ORDER:
THE IDEA IS THAT OF BEING CAST OUPS
SOMETHING AND WAS USED TO DESCRIBE THOSE WHO
WERE CAST OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUE. (JoHN 9:22)
To BE CAST OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUE WAS LIKE
A LEPER BEING SHUT OUTSIDE THE CONGREGATION
OF ISRAEL. [T WAS TANTAMOUNT TO4SOGCdAks AND
. SPIRITUAL .SUI JEWS FEARED THIS TYPE
OF ISOLATION, WAS ONE OF ISRAEL'S
GREATEST LEADERS BUT UNDER PRESSURE HE CAST
OUT HIS OWN FLESH AND BLOOD!
(VErses: Joun 10:28, 17:6,
PHILIPPIANS 1:6) THE PHRASE
NEVER UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES.
SOMETIMES RESIST THE IDEA OF ET
BUT SECURITY IS SEERMAL OR &M
e IT IS TEMPORAL IT ISN'T MUCH!
| «MEMER AND IF IT IS POSSIBLE FOR A BELIEVER
TO BE LOST THEN THE SPIRIT oF (oD SELECTED
THE WRONG=WQRD. WHEN HE USED NEVER. ((LET us
(f§§27¢§9?POSE THAT IT WERE POSSIBLE TO ATTEND
SEMINARY CLASS IN_ADVANCED GREEK GRAMMAR.
THE PROFESSOR INTRODUCES THE STUDY FOR THE

{,ybﬂﬁ» DAY AS A STUDY IN . _[HERE
\ _ng< ARE_TWQ PRIMARY_NEGA GREEK -
| THE WORDS ARE%E;)AND Ou IS THE STRONGER
OF THE TWO AND™IS A -CUT, POINT_BLANK

FINAL - NO, WHEN THEY ASKED JOHN THE BAPTIST
IF HE WERE THAT PROPHET, HE REPLIED SIMPLY -
ou orR No! (JoHun 1:21)  MEE IS THE MILDER
NEGATIVE USED WHEN ONE DOES NOT WISH TO SAY
NO TOO STRONGLY. WHEN THE WRITERS OF THE

NEwW TESTAMENT WANTED TO-STATE=BRENLALS OR
, IN FACT VERY

- PROHIBITIONS EMPHATICALLY.
EMPHATICALLY, TH&W OR
PUT TH S _TOGET HERE ARE

96 PLACES WHERE THIS OCCURS IN THE NEW




_6_

TESTAMENT AND JOHN 6:37 1S ONE. [HIS IS

GOD'S WAY OF SAYING -.-I.I..\nI.I.i.L_I}I.L\LEB_A}L%%-r
OUR SAFETY IS NOT A POSITION FROM WH

BELIEVER MAY CHOOSE TO LIVE A LIFE OF
PRACTICING SIN - ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE

IF HE DOES THAT HIS PROFESSION IS A FALSE
PROFESSION, IN OTHER WORDS,

NO CHRISTIAN CAN LET STI! E HIS LIFE OR
BEGOME-THE-.ROLICY. OF HIS.LIEE. FOR HIM SIN
IS ACCIDENTAL AND OCCASIONAL, NOT THE HABIT
OR LIFESTYLE OF HI FOUND LIFE IN CHRIST.
QUESTION: ARE Youfé:gg%BEvown A SHADOW

OF A DOURT, WITH SC RAL CONELDEMGE, THAT
YOUR CONDITION IS WHAT JOHN IS DESCRIBING

IN THIS_VERSE. IF NOT, WE MAY BE ABSOLUTELY

SURE. THIS IS NQI.ERE&HMBILQN, IT IS SIMPLY
CLAIMING WHAT IS OURS BY DIVINE RIGHT AS
GOD'S SONS+— Aduvs ctied cg f’"--v}(

[

/L’Ld' JA..--

7o Sal £ »LLW
%) 7 T
===\



RoBERT K. SPRADLING JuLy 10 1983

THE AIGER OF JESUS: o 977
ANGER FALLS INTO TWO

Y

IS THE KIND WE ALL KNOW ABOUT: WHEN
EEELINGS HAVE BEEN HURT, WHEN THINGS DON'T
,. SOMETHING HAPPENS OR IS SAID TO
US WHICH CAUSES THE EACE_TO REDDEN, TEETH
AND FISTS TO CLENCH, RESPIRATION DEEPENS,
THE HEART BEATS FASTER AND WE OFTEN SPEAK
| LIKE THE WOMAN WHO STORMED INTO THE CREDIT
DEPARTMENT OF A DEPARTME] STORE AND PROCLAIMED
(g%; TO_TH5) CREDIT NANAGER:
HINK,) | CAN'T.(uz T. E HAVE ALL

“OUR SHARE OF-LLNJ.IJSILELED_AN_EB WHICH THE
IBLE CONDEMNS.

4 T D . — A -

THERE 1S, HOWEVER ND=OF—ANG HICH
c ’fnﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂiiliﬂhﬂaniﬁﬁna.§§>

READER'S DIGEST ON THE EXPLOITATION OF
CHILDREN FOR PORNOGRAPHIC PHOTOS-- ? 3;AD

THE ARTICLE MAKES ONE'S BLOOD BOIL! ir)

THE BIBLE RECORDS SEVERAL INSTANCES O
IN THE LIFE AND MINISTRY IN JESUS WHEN HE
WAS ANGRY_AND NEEDLESS TO SAY _ANGRY FOR-THE

I. JESUS WAS ANGRY AT THE
- OF RELIGIOUS PEQOPLE --

C\\P
(THIS STORY ﬁas To D0 WITH AN gﬁggggggggﬂ \J

His WITHERED HAND LITERALLY MEANS
THIS WORD WAS USED TO DESCRIEE WHAT HAPP:NED
TO THEH.G..T.B_E. IN MATTHEW 2 19—

| ALY sTara 2= p
- bassa; fealin§’ J




N-T 4'9---(.; + 0y
E’:i’ 2 il (Tiv Keipa)

wKE“us'LED 70 DEs"ﬁI THAT HAD DIED
SR WITHERED ON THE VINE MINDS HIS
EADERS THAT IT WAS HIS

SAYS HE WAS A BRICK OR - LAYER.
HIS SITUATION BEGAN IN T -
PERNAUI WHERE THE RELIGIOUS P SAT IN

M LY
&~

# #OR MORE SPECIFICALLY -:FQ-GLIAB.D..SQME-'FH-{-N
‘-(\ MIGHT SAY TO BUILD A FENCE AROUND IT: THE

RELIGIOUS PEOPLE HAD NO FOR THI
ORDINARY..PERSON"S HANDICAP. [HEY WERE
e RITICSILOOKING FOR SOME WAY TO COND

NO CONCERN FOR THE MAN WITH A
HIS ALL TOOK PLACE ON THE

. SABBATH DAY: Ve ARE NOT IMPRESSED_OR RESTRICTED
BY THE SABBATH, BUT IN SRAELgééggaiéﬂuLEﬁ
VED. FOR EXAMPLE, BARCLAY SAYS
f’“\* @/FELL ON SOMEONE ON THE SABBATH
OUGH MIGHT BE CLEARED AWAY TO SEE WHETHER
THE PERSON WAS DEAD OR -ALLVE;{IF) HE WAS
ALIVE HE COULD BE HELPED UP TO A POINT BUT

' IF HE WERE DEAD THE BEDY MUST REMAIN THERE
UNTIL THE NEXT DAY. COULD
NOT BE ATTENDED T0; __A._CUI._E.I.NE.EB.COUD BE

RECORDS THA El ;
THE FANATICAL ZEAL FOR THE SABBATH AND IN
FACT JEWS WOULD NOT DEFEND THEMSELVES ON THE
SABBATH. UCj WAS THEIR RIGID AND UNBENDING
E

PHILOSOPHY. SUS WAS INTERESTED IN HELPING
~~ THE MAN ABOVE ALL ELSE, BUT THE¥ WERE
H

D IN TRAPPING JESUS, E WORD
1S TRANSLATED IN SOME PLACES BLINDNESS,
T IS USED TO DESCRIBE THE HARDNESS OF

OR MARBLE, NG, ;ugggngIVITY AND
T BILITY =<




BITTER EXPERIENCEilN-LiFE-DID NOT KEEP HIM
FROM CHURCH. EVEN THE RELIGIOUS PEOPLE DID
OT KEEP HIM FROM-CHURCH WHEN HE HEARD THAT

A
QULD IT B
POSSIBLE THAT EVEN TODA TH I0US

PEOPLE AND CHURCHES WHERE THE MORALLY AND
SPIRITUALLY “WITHERED  COME FOR HELP BUT
RITUAL IS OBSERVED AND THE SPIRITUALLY NEEDY

GO AWAY agﬁﬁﬁggggv , WNHEEBED IN
THEIR TERRIB LEMMA’;
{ING THE EXPLOTTATION

[T. JESUS WAS ANGRY CONCER
OF POOR -- JoHNn 2:13-17 /on .., - fharis)

o

“THE ANGER oF JEsus,” EWISH |
BROUGHT AS MANY AS 2-MILLION PEOT
CITY OF JERUSALEM., MANY WHO CAME COULD NOT
AFFORD TO PAY A LITTLE FOR THE REQUIRED
SACRIFICE AND,TOQ ORCED _TO PAY THE
1 ' WAS A TERRIBLE
"OR EXAMPLE,
; ARS OF AGE WAS REQUIRED TO
—TEM %5 HE PAID THIS TAX IN ORDER
TO MAKE SACRIFICES AND IT AMOUNTED TO ABOUT
-DAYS WAGES. [HIS TAX MUST BE PAID WITH




/N0 MAKE THE CHANGE, BUT IT\IS EASY TO
o NN UNSCRUPULOU PEOP COULD
‘ DOR: ALSO, IN ORDER TO OFFER

GI!IB? D%%%%%ms éRRIVED FROM ALL OVER
oW1 ENCE, KINDS OF MONEY

HANGERS WERE "READILY AVAILABLE

RIFICES, THERE WERE [NSPEGCEORS WHO CHARGED
EE AND_ANY ANIMAL PURCHASED OUTSIE
| EMP LT AREA A [ 0 A KIND_O
WAS CONDUCTED REQUIRING PEOPLE TO
PURCHASE SACRIFICE ANIMALS FROM THE [EMPLE

BOOTHS. WHEN JESUS ENCOUNTERED THIS KIND OF

THIEVERY, IT MOVED HIM TO ANGER; AND HE COULD

NOT-STAND IDLY BY A NG _ON

1 hl__“Rquom Py 2 )
HE~HOUSE= 0D RATED INTO A

S AND_EXLQRILQN

PLACE WHERE MOWEN
WERE PARAMOUNT AND

mm&xr IF NOT NON- EXISTENT ON TE PART OF
/' MANY. NE COHMENTATQR OBSERYES WHAT J Sus

ID,NOT DO: HE DIDN'T SAY,

ON'T WANT TO STEP ON ANYONE'S TOES BUT MAYBE
U THINK THAT IT MIGHT BE A _GOOR.
DE HAT IS IF NOONE GETS UPSET, TO SET
OUR_MONEY BOOTHS SOMEWHERE ELSE SO NOBODY
ILL BE OFFENDED.,  JESUS ATTACKED
OBLEM HEAD ON WITH TWO WORDS:
HIS IS AN EXPRESSION OF THE INDIGN
OD AGAINST THOSE WHO TRAFFIC IN RELIGIOUS
XTORTION AND EXPLOITATION OF THE POOR,
THIS KIND OF ACTIVITY CONTVL

[TT., JESUS WAS AWGRY CONCERNfNG THE

MF THE PHARISEES --
ATTHEW 23:13-20




~

(M EQOLS..BLIND LEADERS OF THE BLIND, SERPENT

v.S

THIS CHAPTER IS AN44DICTMENT-RS
RELIGIOUS LEADERS OF |SRAET: Pes ING AS
GUIDES IN RELIGION, THEY GAVE_LIP-

O OUTWARD SHOW, BUT INWARDLY THEY

WERE CORRUPT AND GODLESS. Ry = ey

T RONG LANG IN THE CHAP

TO BE OUT OF CTER FOR JESUS, B
ATION OF RELIG ASY/ SHOULD

OF SIN. [HE KEY WORD OF THE’C

m- THE WORD MEANS
T WAS USED TO DESCRIBE AN-ACTIOj
WHO PLAYED A PART OR WORE A MAS
WHEN .ASSUMING ANOTHER'S IDE
SAID THAT THE PHARTSEES WORE @
TO CONCEAL THE WICKEDNESS OF ARTS.,
THEIR HYPOCRA€Y PREVENTED _SINCERE PEOPLE FROM
COMING TO GOD, THE WORD MOE¥ APP 8
IN THE CHAPTER AND THE WORD HYPOGCE T v
THE TERMS, SUCH AS "CHILD-OQE-HELT, =

S

AND MIBERS™ ALL DESCRIBE JESUS' FEELING
TOWARD THESE RELIGIOUS PRETENDERS: M"S:g?_gzﬁ.f

IN THE INTEREST OF BREVITY, LET ME
SUGGEST SEWERAL AREAS ALL BEGINNING WITH
THE LETTERgiiro SEE THE ENORMITY OF THEIR
sx§ SED JESUS TO REACT SO STRONGLY.
(X -- VERSE 3._ HYPOCRITES ARE ALL
SAY AND NO DO. [HEY LOVE TO IELL_QTHERS

- WHAT THEY SHOULD DO, BUT THEIR RELIGION
\W'.f-+m§ IS IN THEIR MQUIH AND NOT IN THEIR HEART.

v.§

™

T IS AND _EASY.
(Z)é vt 5. FRINGES ON_THE

BORDERS OF GARMENTS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
WERE PLACED THERE AS A REMINDER TO OBEY
THE COMMANDMENTS OF GoD. THROUGH THE
PROCESS OF EVOLUTION, THESE TASSELS
REMAINED ON THE PRAYER SHAWL WORN IN THE
MOBRNING BY JEWS IN PRAYER., HOWEVER,
THE PHARISEES WORE THEM ALL THE TIME AS
A REMINDER TO ALL OBSERVERS.OF THEIR

SPIRITUAL PIETY A OTION TO (oD,

4




.-

THAT IS TO SAY, THESE WERE OUTWARD SIGNS OF
SUPPOSED INWARD PIETY. |HROUGH THIS‘$§;HARD
2&%&;& , THEY WERE CALLING ATTENTION
SELVES AS BEING EXTREMELY RELIGIOUS --
THAT Is GOD'S ELITE. BY THE WAY,
¢ VERSES SUCH AS THIS COULD BE INTERPRETED TO
REJECT THE IDEA THAT CLERICS OR CLERGYMEN WEAR
OUTWARD RELIGIOUS GARB TO CALL ATTENTION TO
HEIR PROFESSION; GARB DOES NOT MAKE ONE HOLY,
A"COLLARNTHAT COUNTS, BUT RATHER,

JARACTER" THAT 1S IMPORTANT. [ SHALL LONG
REMEMBER THE STORY A MAN RECITED TO ME OF A
WEDDING RECEPTION WHERE A CLERGYMAN, WEARING
A COLLAR, WAS DEAD DRUNK!)

vt O} -VERSE 3, VERSE 6. THESE FOLK
= ASSUMED THE PLACE OF RELIGLOUS_AUTHORITY

AND WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR INTERPRETING
THE WRITINGS OF MoseEs, INSTEAD OF LIFTING
THE PEOPLE OUT OF THE MIRE-QE-SIN, THEY LAID

~HEAVY-—WEIGHTS UPON THEM. PHARISEES LOVED A

P OF PROMINENCE IN SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS
| 'ﬁ‘ﬁ'%m. NDED A PLACE OE_PUBLIC

HE DEMANDED A SEAT WHERE HE COULD BE

BY ALL AND IN THE SYNAGOGUE THE FRONT
SEATS WERE THE MOST DESIRABLE, THAT IS,
THE SEATS OF HONOR WHICH FACED THE CONGREGATION
AND IT WAS THERE THAT THE PHARISEES POSITIONED
THEMSELVES., IHE BACK SEATS IN THE SYNAGOGUE
WERE RESERVED FOR UNIMPORTANT PEOPLE AND WERE
OFTEN OCCUPIED BY CHILDREN. (NOTICE HOW
THIS HAS CHANGED)

vin (1) -- VERSE /7, VERSE 8. WHEN THE
<< EES WALKED IN THE MARKETPLACE,
THEY LOVED TO BE GREETED WITH TERMS OF
RESPECTAND-VENERAFLON, [HEY LOVED TO BE
ECOGNIZED FOR THEIR RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE.
™ EHEY LOVED TO PARADE THEIR-RIEEY AND THE TERM
ABBI OR TEACHER WAS THE MOST SOUGHT AFTER.,
(THERE IS A PHENOMENON IN OUR CIRCLES WHICH
I cALL THE “DOCTOR SYNDROM." IF YOU LOOK AT
ANY FUNDAMENTAL GATHERING THIS BECOMES VERY
OBVIOUS, DIPLOMA MILLS CRANK OUT BOGUS
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DOCTBRATES AT A FRIGHTENING RATE. [ SHALL
NEVER FORGET THE DAY | ENTERED A PASTOR'S
STUDY. HIS TOTAL ACADEMIC TRAINING WOULD NOT
EXCEED FIVE YEARS POST HIGH SCHOOL, BUT THE
WALL OF HIS STUDY WAS PLASTERED WITH PHONY

' DEGREES FROM SEVERAL WELL-KNOWN DIPLOMA MILLS,
HEN | ASKED THE SECRETARY TO SEE PASTOR
SO-AND-SO, SHE CORRECTED ME ANB SATD, "DOCIOR
SO-AND-SO. IS NOL.AVAILABLE.” DEAR FR%ENDS;
THIS BROTHER “WAS NO MORE DOCTOR THAN | AM
A NURSE! SOMETIMES WE GEL.UP_IN_ARMS WHEN
NEWSPAPER REPORTERS EXPOSE THIS KIND OF
PHONSENESS, BUT IN MY JUDGEMENT, IT'S GOOD TO
EXPOSE THIS BECAUSE ALE SUCH ACTIVITIES DO
DAMAGE TO THE WORK OF CHRIST., THIS DOES
NOT MEAN THAT ALL HONORARY DEGREES ARE WRONG --
RELATE SUGDEN HONOR.) [//is L adain

V.23 (5) TEZHES.AND TRIREFES -- VERSE 23,
HE PRINCIPLE OF TITHING WAS TAUGHT BY
GoD IN THE BIBLE AND IN TE

' TESTAMENT SUPPORT OF THE EVITES REQUIRED
TITHING, [HIS INVOLVED THE GIVING OF MATERIAL
GOODS—FOR—FHE-WORK—OF-GOD, THE PHARISEES
WERE SO METICULOUS IN THIS PRINCIPLE THAT THEY
EVEN TITHED GARDEN HERBS. IHEY WERE CONCERNED

cng ABOUT SMALL ITEMS OR TRIFFLING MATTERS

AND TOTALLY 1?sEns+x4ME_IQ_BREAI_MQRAL_lSSHEs
QE=THE DAY. [|HEY WOULD TITHE GARDEN HERBS

BUT THROW A POOR WIDOW INTO THE STREETS BAG
AND BAGGAGE! IN VERSE 24 THE WORD SHOULD

BE TRANSLATED ND REFERS TO THE PRACTICE
OF S E THROUGH A TYPE OF
_MUSLIN CLOTH IN ORDER TO STRAIN OUT ALL

IMPURITIES., |HERE IS A BIT OF HUMOR IN THIS
VERSE FOR IT CONJURES UP A RIDICULOUS
@ PICTURE IN THE MIND OF




=B

<% (6) <ig££§>-¢_yggsa_27e29. TOMBS WERE

OMMON SIGHTS ALONG THE HIGHWAY IN
ASSTINE, THEY WERE PAINTED WHITE
» WITH A KIND OF WHITEWASH IN ORDER THAT
PILGRIMS COMING TO JERUSALEM WOULD NOT_TOWCH
THEM ACCIDENTALLY AND CEREMONIALLY DEFILE

THEMSELVES, ESUS SAID THE FHARISEES WER
LIKE TOMBS IN THE CEMETERY. QUiWAE%E?

AND ECTABLE
@mwmm

CFWL¥V JESUS’ ANGER THAT IS RESERVED FOR THE

,Ar- FUTURE -- Rev. 6:16- 17 [P —
s il
THE TERM "“WRATH OF THE IS BOTH
STARILING AND FRIGHTENING, 1S

ONE OF THE MEEKEST OF ALL ANIMALS AND IT IS
DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE A SHEEP OR LAMB BEING
ANGRY AT ALL! HOWEVER; THE THOUGHT OF
ANGER—GONTFRARY—FO—ONE-S_NATURE WOULD EXPLAIN
WHY THIS IS A PICTURE OF TERRORIZED.EARTH
SIMPLY STATED, UNDER

THE WRATH OF THE LAMB THEY FIND NO PLACE TO

HIDE., = (RELATE VA IATION OF SAVIOR-JUDGE
STORY) JESte=i&= NG TRY=W HE
IS ANGRY CONCERNING OUR SIN. 10 DEAL WITH

THIS PROBLEM SIN MUST BE ADDRESSED.
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WHICH DISTURBSYOU MOST?

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

A SOUL LOST IN HELL OR A SCRATCH
ON YOUR NEW CAR?

MISSI@G WORSHIP SERVICE OR MISSING
A DAY'S WORK?

A sermonN 10 MINUTES TOO LONG OR LUNCH
HALF HOUR LATE?

A CHURCH NOT GROWING OR YOUR GARDEN
NOT GROWING?

Your BIBLE UNOPENED OR YOUR NEWSPAPER
UNREAD?

CHURCH WORK NEGLECTED OR HOUSEWORK
NEGLECTED?

MISSING A_GOOD BIBLE STUDY OR YOUR
BAVORITE TV PROGRAM?

YOUR TITHES DECREASING OR YOUR INCOME
DECREASING?

YOUR CHILDREN LATE FOR SUNDAY ScHooL
OR PUBLIC SCHoOL?




- RoBERT K. SPRADLING JANUARY 8, 1978
AM,

SISER! Thistn - Loy 1972
Jubces 5:20, 28—31

THE BOOK OF JUDGES IS ONE OF SADDEST BOOKS
IN THE BIBLE. [T IS SAD BECAUSE ONE WOULD EXPE O
GREAT AND WONDERFUL THINGS TO FOLLOW IN ISRAEL 'S
HISTORY AFTER THE OUTSTANDING BEADERSHEP OF MEN
LIKE AND . HOWEVER, THE DO 16 FILLED
WITH fMSHRE® ON THE PART OF MEN, [SRAEL FAILED
' N_ITS BORD D
ND .DQUWNS
URING THAT PERIOD, GOD RAISED UP
NATION B CALLED JUDGES TO RULE OVER THAT
NATION, : ) QN WAS TO DELIVER ISRAEL
FROM THE IYRANNY OF ENEMIES AND THAT WAS USUALLY
DONE BY MEANS OF WARFARE. WOULD COME
DURING THE LIFE OF A SPEC AFTER
IS DEATH OR DEPARTURE

SABQSTASY WOULD SET IN _AGAIN.
UDGES 1§ FILLED WITH THE REBELLION OF GOD'S PEOPLE
AGAINST S DI AND THE
ISERY WH

LLOWS IN T SOBEDIENCE .
BEFORE US SHOWS THE CHILDR SRAEL

NDER THﬁ DOMINATION OF A LANAANITE KING NAMED
.gnazu. IS CHIEF MILITARY COMMANDER WAS A MAN
NAMED SSBSERA, |HE WORD SISERA LITERALLY MEANS

THE LEADER.,  SISERA WAS A MIGHTY MAN ON THE

BATTLEFIELD AND THE CHIEF OR RRIMARY.MWEAPQN IN .

_fraEs, e {IEnNG 500D, e g
. (JupGes 4:3) For YEARS

AND HIS TROOPS HAD.IERRQRIZED THE CHILDREN OF

ISRAEL TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT THEY NO LONGER TRAVEL-
ED THE.MALN_ROADS, BUT HID ALONG THE BACKEERD PATHS
U

FOR FEAR OF OPPRESSIQN AND .DEAIH, RING THIS
TIME OF OPPRESSIQN, GOD RAISED UP SAEHOMEN=SUDGE
AMED Bsﬁﬁﬁgu, HER m;+LGax.AﬁuLsnR WAS NAMED
gﬁusx, URING DEBORAH'S RULE BARAK CHALLENGED
THE TROOPS OF SISERA. Barak ENLISTED soMme 10,000
ROOPS AND BRPUGHT THEM Tn_ﬁlﬁ_t33na TO DO BATTLE.
HIS PARTICULAR=IERRAL&_QE,MQUNIALNS,(QND TREE
PROVIDED DEFINITE ABVANTAGE F
AGA INST~JMREETmn® CHARIOTS, HOWEVER, THE TEXT

i REMIND$ THE READER THAT ﬁHEW IN
SISERA'S DEFEAT WAS NOT BAR MILITAR NIUS BUT

THE RESULT WAS A_
FOR THE NATION.

0 —

= L

W
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_HAND OF GoD, THE FORCFS OF SISERA WERE _THROWN INTO
ACCORDING TO JuDGES 4:15 AND IN
A HER VICTORY SONG, LEBORAH SUGGESTS THAT THE VERY
SORGES-OF=NAFERE WERE AGA RA (JUDGES 5 20_
AS A MATTER_QF FA THE BATTLE WAS GOING SO
Vo L JlSERA THAT THE SOLDIERS JUMBED FROM
RIOIS AND FLED FOR THEIR LIVES IN SH
Q) ON IDEA C HE FOR 0
RE RQUILN_G THE PROGRAMS AND _PLANS OF EVIL MAN

: ASCINATING ONE AND HAS SOM N
HUMAN HISTORY. FOR EXAMPLE, THE IN
ROUTE TO ENGLAND WITH THE BLESSING OF THE HAD

AS ITS SOLE OBJECT TO DESTROY. ENGLAND, UPROOTING

\THE .RELIGION OF THE COUNTRY AND THE LLBERIY OF ITS
EOPLE, IN THE ARMADA OPPOSED THE
NGLISH “FLEET vy _80, BUT IN FACT ONLY OF THE
RITISH NAVY WERE TRUE NAVAL BATTLE VESSELS.

WITHOUT DISTRACTING FROM THE ABILITY OF THE ENGLISH

HEROS, THE.REAL-DESTRUCTION TO THE SPANISH FLEET
TOOK PLACE TO THE NDRIH.QE_SQQILAND ON JTHE_ROCKY

BAD

”»
L 1
whi -

=
'll
A

ND THEY
ATTERED® WAS THE DESCRIPTION OF THE VICTORY,
ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁrh NVADED RUSSIA AND WENT ALL THE WAY TO

- kJﬁhﬂ,ﬂBE.CRACK TROOPS. UNABLE TO DEFEAT

THE RUSSIANS HE WAS CAUGHT IN ANHEARLY WINTER WHICH
UPSET HIS P THE SEVERE WEATHER REDUCED HIS

IN THE BITTER_COLD AND BLIMNDLING

ER HAD A SIMILAR EXPERIENCE IN RussiA.,)
g3 ' LE STORY: OSISERA IN FLEEING FOR HIS
;IFE CA¥E TO THE TENT OF A WOMAN BY THE NAME OF

i

HE STORY THAT IS RECORDED IN DEBORAH'S SONG
ICTORY IS AMAZING., JAEL IURED SISERA INTO
HIDING AND THEN PROCEEDED TO DRIVE Al EG INTO

RA-5 MOTHER IN WAI
STAND LOOKING OUT THE WINDOW WAITING Foﬁ'ST§%§A;s
RETURN FROM BATTLE. FOR YEARS THEY HAD BEEN DOING
THE SAME THING IN THE SAME_WAY,-AWAITING SISERA'S
RETURN WITH THE -SROILS—OF-V.ICTORY TO BE PUT ON
DISPLAY, HOWEVER, PERHAPS FOR THE FIRST TIME
™  YEARS, SISERA WAS QVERDUE AND HIS MOTHER WAS
_CONCERNED. SHE EXPRESSED HER CONCERN TO THE LADLES
OF THE=-GOURT BUT THEY WERE QUICK TO REASSURE HER
THAT ALL WAS WELL AND UNDOUBTEDLY THE VICTORY SPOILS
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WERE THE BEST EVER., SURELY SISERA WOULD RETURN WITH
MANY_COSTLY ITEMS AND A_VICTORIOUS FEAST IN.CELEBRA-
/™  ITION WOULD COME SOON, JHESE WISE [ADIES WERE MES-
SFAKEBN. AND THEIR LIGHT H
CHANGE  THE FACT THAT=8&

CQuLR NOT ,
ISERA'S

MOTHER'S CONCERN ONE MAY SEE'THE:LLLuaIRAIﬁQN_QE
WHICH PREVAILS THROUGHOUT THE BIBLE:
WAS W FOR_SOMETHING_TO HAPPEN
JALIL%%EQ SON_WAS DEAD A

~SHE _WAS WAITING FOR A DEAD MAN. _IHERE WAS NO.WAY

[HERE ARE MANX_EEQ$LE IN.THIS WORLD WHO ARE
H

LIKE

.OLSERA'S_MOTHER. [HEY ARE_marfiﬁaTﬁgﬂ_ggmglulug
TO _HAPPEN BEFORE THEY COME T0O ULHRIST. HEY ARE

UNAWARE OF THE FACT THAT MAJILNG_LS.DANEEB%ﬁS
Y _AND COULD RESULT IN ETERNAL-.DOOM S THE

VEARS SLIP BY, SITUATION AFTER SITUATION COMES TO
MIND OF PEOPLE WHO WAITED TOO LONG TO BE SAVED,
RELATE THE STORY OF MR. WESTFALL WHO LIVED BEHIND
HE NORTHVILLE CHURCH. ALSO, THE FOL% WHO LIVED
IN THE REB=HOESE ACROSS THE STREET. [HEY BOUGHT
HEIR CHILDREN CARS, GULTARS, AND THE.BESI OF
BUT WERE ALWAYS=FQQ BUSY, OR

_ Rt

TO cogﬁ TO cﬁUﬁtﬂ“EVEN HEY

: THA HE_DOOR. IHEIR
-_, ALONG WITH HIS FIANCEE WAS MUJ LESS THAN
g FROM THE CHURCH_3_YEARS AFTER | CAME TO
HARLESTON. IT WwAS TOQ LAIE FOR THAT BOY, EVEN
HOUGH HE LIVED uwnEé‘TﬁE‘gnADow OF_THE STEEPLE
OF AN INDEPENDENT, BIBLE PREACHING BAPTIST CHURCH.
OD ONLY KNOWS HOW MANY INVITATIONCTHEY HAD, NOT
DNLY TO BE SAVED, BUT TO COME TO CHURCH. .MNEXT DOOR
FO THEM WAS AN AGED MAN, WW [ VETERAN, WHO TOLD ME
E WOULD NOT WANT TO LIVE‘TN—THE COMMUNITY IF THE

HURCH WAS NOT THERE, NEMER_?ABEENED THE CHURCH
DOORS, AND DIED WITHOUT HRIST, ET US CONSIDER
SEVERAL OF THE $§E¥§§§ PEOPLE GIVE, FlLJIMSY AS THEY
AY BE FOR WHY DO NOT ACCEPT UHRIST.

I. SOME PEOPLE ARE WAITING FOR A FEELING - EpH. _2;
e o2

THIS V. DOE§ NQT SAY “BY GRACE ARE YE SAVED, THROUGH
- ND YET SOME PEOPLE MEASURE EVERYTHING
BY THE EMOTIONS. IF A PERSON-WEERS A GREAT DEAL IT
@ 1S INDICATIVE OF GREAT REPENTANCE. [F HE
%OUDLY THAT IS AN INDICATION OF ,GREAT SP. Y.
F HE PRAMS.LOUDLY, THAT IS INDICATIVE OF GREAT

|
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POWER WITH GoD. IF HE SANCTIONS-SE
POMER. NITH SERMONS LOUDLY

IN WHAT IS BEING SAID,

LET ME HASTEN TO SAY | DO BELIEVE IN FEBEENGS AND
EMOTRONS., [T CERTAINLY DOES _EEEL GOOD TO BE SAVED,

BUT THE FEELING_COMES SALVATION AND NOT #BEEORE.
j OEM I[F YOU DO NOT KNOW
ESUS UHRIST AS AVIOUR;.§HAHEEﬁK%BE_IQU:H}LL”EEEL

_AWFUL_IN CHURCH. You WILL_EEEL. AS IF THE PASTOR

OR EVANGELIST IS—PREACHING.DIRECTLV ° TQWARD_Y_QJJ
-S0- T

_FROM_CHURCH, LET US STRUCTURE A HYPOTHETICAL

SITUATIQN: On HRISTMAS MORNING TUUR CHIEUREN AWAKEN
YOU AT 5 A.M, S WOULDN'T BE-= SO BAD

UT YOU WERﬁ UpP UNTIL 2:30 PUTTING TOYS AND GIFTS
OGETHER. WHEN YOU GET OUT OF BED YOU FEEL TERRIBLE.,
OUR HEA% HURTS, YOUR BACK HURTS, YOUR STIOMACH IS
UPSET. |HE KIDS ARE PULLING AT YOU, TALKING ALL_AT
"HESAME AND _IN IM_RU
"CUR_HOUSE. AFTER THE CHILDREN OPEN THEIR GIFTS
OUR ACHES AND PAINS CONTINUE, YOUR WIFE TAKES YOU
BY THE HAND OUT INTO THE GARAGE, TO SHOW YOU YOUR
HRISTMAS GIFT. IT IS A%EE%%EEDLLLAC WITH ALL OF
HE EXTRAS IMAGINABLE. U LOOK WITH ASTONISH-

ENT AND BEGIN TO EXAMINE THIS CHRISTMAS PRESENT
SUDDENLY YOUR-ACHES AND P ARE _GONE—IN-THE"

. ' LEASE REMEMBER THE
#AFTERATHE GIFT WAS GIVEN AND ROT

2 S0 WITH SALVATION, THE FEELING COMES
You RECEIVE_GQpn's GIFT, THE Lorp JEsus CHRIST,
AND NOT BEFORE. IF YOU WAIT UNTIL YOU GET A FEELING

TO COME TO CHRIST, LIKE SISERA’S MOTHER, YOU WILL
WAIT IN VAIN,

RoMANS 3:23

HARDLY 'A W BY THAT THE , WORN OUT
EXCUSE OFe# IN THE CHUﬁ%hgT%égﬁgUGﬁTt
TO MY ATTENTION., | FEEL CONFIDENT HAVE HEARD THAT
EXCUSE NO LESS T IS RE

_EXCUSE-AT.ALL, ELATE THE STORY OF KEN ?bUEL ETTE
WHOSE RESPONSE TO THIS EXCUSE WAS WONDERFUL. I[F
THERE IS ANY PERSON WHO NEEDS TO BE IN CHURCH, ITS

HE HYPOCRITE WHERE HE MAY HEAR THE WORD OF (oD,
HAVE ALWAYS HAD THE DESIRE TO INVITE THE PERSON
GIVING THIS EXCUSE TO CHURCH WITH THE ADDED COMMENT
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1

THAT ONE_MORE_HYPOCRITE WON'T HURT! EVERY RaiiEkeAl
HAS ITS .CROOKS BUT THAT DOESN'T STOP PEOPLE °
@™ FROM VOTING, EVERY COUNFR¥SELUB OR SOCIAL ORGAN-
1ZATION HAS MEMBERS WHO DON'T PAY THEIR BILLS AND
WHO DO NOT_MEASURE_UP TO THE-REQUIREMENTS OF THAT
__PARTICULAR_ORGANIZATION, RECENTL MY ATTENTION WAS
AROUSED TO HEAR THAT zaas:aﬁgst¢ BILLS WERE
BEING CJRCULATED THROUGHOUT SOUTHER WEST VA utT
LT _DIDN T STOP ME FROM USING MQNEY.ng?SHG
~DEAEERS ABOUND EVERYWHERE BUT IT DOESN'T KEEP ME
FROM.DRIVING-A-CAR_INSTEAD OF RIDING A _HORSE,
YOU EVER FIND A.gEBEEgT CHURCH PLEASE DON'T JOIN IT,
YoU WILL RUIN IT! CHURCHES ARE MADE_UP OF ALL
KINDSOE-PEQRLE FROM EVERY WALK OF LIFE, SOME GOQD,
SOME_BAD, SOME SPIRITUAL, SOME CARNAL, SOME HONEST,
SOME DISHONEST AND TRY AS THE CHURCH WILL, IT_CANNOT
KEEP OUT EVERY UNDESIRABLE PERSON, .EVEN THE.12

Y WERE INFILTRATED BY A THEIF AND CROOK,
T IS UNTHINKABLE THAT A PERSON WOULD LET A HYPOCRITE
STAND BETWEEN HIMSELF AND bOD, HEAVEN AND HELL.,

III. SOME PEOPLE ARE WAITING FQB [HEIR HUSBAND OR
P WIFE TQ BE SAVED - et

THIS IS ONE OF SATAN' 2~§%§5§5=5¥ﬁ%‘5' You AND [ ARE
NOT RESPONSIBLE BEE OR CONDUCT OF OUR
~HUSBAND-OR-WIEE, [HE BIBLE TEACHES THAT EVERY MAN
MUST GIVE AN ACCOUNT 0F'H1m§%55 70 GoD. WE ARE
TERRIBLY INTEREESTED IN THE WELL BEING OF OUR
EAMILIES BUT EVERY MAN IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS OWN
ACCEPTANCE OR REFUSAL TO ACCEPT CHRIST. As A MATTER

OF FACT,_YOQUR COMPA MAY BE WAITING FOR YOU TO
. MAKE A DECISION, CANNOT RELATE THE NUMBER_OF—FHMES

PEOPLE WHO COME FORWARD TO RECEIVE CHRIST TO DISCOVER
ONLY_AFTER-THAT-DECISTON—THAT HIS—OR_HER-HUSBAND-OR
~WLE THE MOST DRAMATIC
LLUSTRATION OF THIS FACT HAD TO DO WITH AN EEBEREY
EOUREE WHO %IVED IMMEDIATELY BEHIND THE CHURCH IN

HEY LIVED THERE FOR 40 YEARS. [HEIR
SON AND HIS FAMILY HAD COME TO CHRIST ARD AS A
MATTER OF FACT_IS CHAIRMAN OF THE BoARD oF DEACONS
HERE TODAY. [THEY USED TO MOW.-THEIR_LAWN DURING
_SERVICE. HOWEVER, THE AGED MOTHER CAME TO
. CHURCH PRIMARILY AT THE INSISTENCE OF HER SON
AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAW. OSHE LISTENED TO THE GOSPEL,
CALLED ME TO THEIR HOME ONE [MONDAY MORNING, WHERE
SHE RECEIVED CHRIST AS SAVIOUR. THE HUSBAND_REFUSED,
SHE WAS BAPTIZED AND SIX WEEKS LATER DIED. ) SHE
HAD WAITED FOR HER HUSBAND SHE WOULD BE Y
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As FAR "AS | KNOW, HE DIED WITH N(i) CONCERN AND NO
PROFESSION-OF FAITH IN CHRIST, T IS DANGEROUS
TO WAIT FOR SOMEONE ELSE TO MAKE A DECISION BEFORE

YOU DECIDE FOR CHRIST.

IV, SOME PEOPLE ARE WAITING FOR AHOTHER TIME
AND ANOTHER PLACE - - II CoRIN, 6:1-2

MoST OF US BELIEVE THAT WE AﬁE“GUTNG_In_LLME_A_LQNG
o TIME.WITHLAMBLE _OPPORTUNITY. TO REPENT ALONG LIFE'S
WAY, SURELY WE PLAN_TO REPENT BEESE&&&E_DlE. THE
TERRIBLE TRUTH IS THAT VERY FEW PEOPLE WITH THIS
ATTITUDE EVER COME TO CHRIST. EMERY.DAY YOU LIVE
BE_SAVED, —HABITS: BLIND
~us., OFTENTIMES IT IS NOT UNTIL IRAGEDY STRIKES
THAT WE ARE WILLING TO LISTEN TO THE GQSPEL, IT
IS AN UNUSUAL THING FOR Q PERSON PAS ARS OF
AGE TO COME TO CHRIST. NoTIcE I SAID NOT
IMPOSSIRLE, IS RARE TODAY
BECAUSE OF THE MEDICAL HELPS GIVEN TO PEOPLE SUFFERIN
AND NEAR DEATH. |HEY ARE USUALLY HEAVILY SEDATED
AND AT THAT TIME THEY DO NOT HAVE THE CAPACITY
MAKE A RATIONAL DECISION. [THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF
WHO WAITED FOR A MORE_CONVEN S
NEVER CAME. LT SPEAKS OF “BGRERBA WHO WAS
PERSU BUT_NOT QUITE, HE(BUNG ARE PRONE TO
THIS FATAL PHILOSOPMY BECAUSE THEY MISTAKENLY
BELIEVE THAT IF YOU BECOME A CHRbSTIAN YOU HAVE_NO
JEUN, -NO_ERIENDS AND-NO-EMFURE, OUNE OF THE AMAZING
FACTS OF LIFE 1S THAT IF YOU ©EEER A MAN_A _GIFT OR
MONEY EREE HE WILL TAKE IT GIADLY —0OFFER_HIM
ETERNAL LIFE FREE, AS A GIET, -AND_HE BEGINS MAKING
“WHY HE _CANST—ACCERT—¥T. [HERE ARE MANY
PEOPLE WHO WoULD BE A CHRISTIAN BUT THEY COMPLAIN
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS I0QQ HARD AND THEY HAVE _IQQ.
_ﬂ%%ﬂ_lﬂ_ﬁlyﬁ_uf. AND THIS IS TRUE, THE CHRISTIAN
LTFE 1S A NARROW WAY AND THERE ARE SINS TO GIVE UP,
BUT IN EXCHANGE THERE IS HAPPINESS, PEACE OF MIND,
PURPOSE IN LIFE. [HEY GIVE UP THE CONFYS4ON AND
FRUSTRATLON OF w_RRxING ABOUT THEIR ETERNAL DESTINY,
[LLUSTRATION . Bl FACT ABOUND, CAN
THINK OF AR | INER» CRUSHED TN A SLATE
FALL, WHO mH2 " TALKING TQ ME ABOUT

CHRIST, EVEN THOUGH HE HAD LESS THAN 48 HOURS
LIVE. I THINK OF ANOTHER WOMAM ADDICTED TO r@,
wWHOM" I SPOKE IN A HOSPITAL IN MICHIGAN. WITH EVERY
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GOOD INTENTIQN SHE PLANNED TO ABANDON HER DRINKING
AND TURN To CHRIST. BuT IN LESS THAN A MONTH SHE
WAS KILLED IN AN AUTOMOBILE ACCILD THINK OF
THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE SAT IN THTS AUDITOQRIUW
DAY BEFORE THEY COMMITTED SUICID DAY .
UF THOSE WHO HAVE TALKED WITH ME EARNESTLY ABOUT
THEIR NEED OF CHRIST, WHO HAVE BEEN_SHQT IN CONFRON-
ATION$ WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS,
SFSERA—S=MOTHER. MANY OF THESE PEOPLE ARE-WAITING-_EOR
—SOMETHING TO HAPPEN BEFORE THEY CAN GET SAVED
BUT LIKE SISERA'S MOTHER THEY ARE WAITING_EDR
. SOMETHING TO HAPPEN THAT WILL NEVER THIS
“"FACT IS BROUGHT HOME BY THE STORY 0«.*“““‘4)ABOUT
THE_MAN WHO FELL ASLEEP AND DREAMED THA WAS
0 » WHERE A*C?ﬁEERENEE WAS IN SESSION
S _DEMONS. [HE POINT OF DISCUSSION
WAS HOW THEY COULD SIOQP THE PREACHING OF THE BIBLE
ON EARTH. How COULB THEY SECURE THE LOST FOR
ETERNITY IN HELL. EE SUGGESTION WAS TO GO TO EARTH
AND PREACH THAT THE BIBLE Is.AﬁEABLE TH, THAT

HERE IS NO GOD, NO SAVIOUR, HEAVE HELL ,
TT SEEMED LIKE A GOOD PLAN BUT ﬁ?TER”ﬁ?§EU‘SIDN THEY
DETERMINED THAT THIS WOULD NOT Do_EoR_HEEa_nnmN

IN THE HEARTS OF MEN THEY KNOW BETTER. FINALLY
ONE_WISE DEMON SUGGESTED THAT HE GO TO EARTH AND

LET THE GOSPEL GO OUT, TELLING MEN THERE IS A HEAVEN

TO GAIN AND A HELL TO FEAR-LET THEM BELIEVE IT,
BUT IN BELIEVING, WHISPER IN THEIR EAR, THERE IS A

HEAVEN, THERE IS A HELL, BUT THERE IS ;

TOngg‘g ¥ %k EO' THE_PLAN, “HE WAS THE
~—DEN S—E

4Ho_BEL Vo

——NEED-EOR_HASTE. WRELATE THE STORY OF THE SURGEON

HO TOLD ME LATE IN THE NIGHT THAT SURGERY WAS NECES-
?ARYJ IT WAS TOO DANGEROUS TO WAIT UNTIL MORNING.

AM GLAD HE HAD THE GOOD JUDGMENT TO OPERATE EVEN
THOUGH HE WAS WEARY AND [ WAS sicK. HAD HE WAITED,
I MIGHT NOT BE HERE TODAY TO TELL THE STORY.)




RoBERT K. SPRADLING DECEMBER 26, 1993

S
:) e ECRETS ABOUT SAINTS

LYY

- ~YEARS AGO DR. HERBERT LOGKYER WROTE
A BOOK ENTITLED THE SINS OF _THE/SAINTS. THE

& NOT PERFECT, AT LEAST NQT YEL
WAS STARTLING. MANY OF THEC

9*SAINT) MoST PREFER TG BE SOMEWF
PBUT NOT ONE OF THESE! IN THE BIBLE,

1o
"Tscen S NOT USED AS A TfTLE FOR INDIVIDUALS
,\.,,-é,.-h-"" BUT IS APPLIED TO UPS. [|HERE ARE NO

= REFERENCES IN SCRIPTURE TO ETER,
- ARY Ok | MICHAEL . LLEDDX\\%T
& 15~ SA . EOP E CALLED
o @ D@ - 70 LIST\)
Loa F = HE Y NAMES
ail THE NEw TESTAMENT WORD FOR SAINT I§§§§§§E§2
P WHICH MEANS_HOLY. GoD IS THE HoLY ONE,
‘ IS CHILDREN AR LY ONES_OR_SAINTS. SAINTS
ARE MORE THAN §E§$EE§ AND( SONG M
_,LLVTﬂg PERSONS — THEY ARE ! LET
COMMONLY

w,’; US CONSIDER SEVERAL IDEAS IEVED
o ABOUT SAINTS WHICH HAVE NO BIBLICAL BASIS“

Va’d-) ') TA+ 24
xf_‘i. THERE ARE NO STEPS T0 SATNTHOUD - ?%a?r
-3/1/ Romans 1:7 ,L.ﬁ 1;}$%?;;D}j5£= Ao “wgf
Eﬁ“?nﬁfE IS NO crrﬁ OR CATHEDRAL WHERE ONE MAY
ﬂhbGGMAND CLIMB STEPS TO SOME SACRED SHRINE TO.

ENHANCE PROSPECTS OF SAINT:'

VIEW SAINTS AS A VERY SPECIA
ECT STATUS | am;ﬂ:ﬂ]hﬁﬁh IND
WHO ARE WORTHY OF

L _VEMERATION, SUCH §TATus COMES

"BASED ON A SERIES OF GOOD

ggs TO THE POINT THAT

o - -OP LE




THAT PERSON R TITLE GALLED BLESSED

- AND A STATUS CALLE NNONIZED. ACCORDING
TO MY UNDERSTANDING, ¥ Al PRO
HAT : PLA R HE PERSON HA BEE N
QEAD FOR A_NUMBER. QE YEARS.. USUALLY

BEGINS WITH A BISHOP AND IS PA$SED ON TO THE
PAPACY FOR THEIR APPROVAL. IHIS IS A

.B.E.L.LGJ.Q.U.S_B.LﬁE AND IS SUPPOSED TO LEAD TO
SAINTHOOD. HEN ONE EXAMINES._'LH.E_M.ELE

) \TEMENE ALS SOME
‘gj) LARTLING SECRETS. {1 wﬂtﬂo OD'S SONS
<./ ARE CALLED SAINTS. RERRE NO EXCEPTIONS.
#=" PEOPLE WHO BECOME SAINTS DO NOT GO TO A
AL._SCHOOL _EOR.SAINIS BUT RATHER .ALL WHO

TARE SAVED ARE MADE SAINTS. THERE IS NO
v STATRWAY_TO_SAINTHOOD, SAINTS BECOME

4 SAINTS BY DIVINE CAITTNG AND THROUGH GOD S
el GRA AND _NOT THROUU
PN Gﬁwmm RS

ey 115318\

II e BAINTS MAY BE

i“?i@ia flke: 6CCUR1ED BY -aﬁﬁi}ANﬁ“
A FEW SAINTS IN THE CHURCH AT JERNSA___

WAS A VERY PROSPEROUS, POB
OF THE GREAT comnaaﬁﬁﬁh.ﬁENIEBS OF THE DAY,
HOWEVER, IT WAS A BY=WORI | L
LIEESIYLE, To 2 :
A SYNONYM FOR DRUNKENNESS AND DEBAUCHEBY-

P CORINTH BOASTED THE TEMPLE OF APHRODITE,
THE GODDESS OF LOVE. THERE WERE A THOUSAND
PRIESTESSES OR SACRED PROSTITUTES WHO WERE
ATTACHED TO THE TEMPLE AND EACH EVENING
INVADED THE STREETS OF CORINTH TO @PPLY
THEIR ILLICIT TRADE IN THE NAME OF RELIGION.
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CHURCH - THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT HAPPE
CORINTH. PAUL MENTIONED SEVERAL OF
SAINTS IN THE CHURCH. [IHEY WERE CHRIS
GAUIS, STEPHANOS, AND THE SAINTS WHO RECEIVED
< oLLECTION, (I Cor., 16:1) PoINT: NHE?E
A CHURCH MOR NECESSARY THAN IN
A PLACE WHERE s%ﬂu%éngghpgnts"THEBEORINTHIAN
CHURCH HAD PROBLEMS ON TOP OF-PROBLEMS, PAUL

SAW THEM AS BABES IN-CHRIST AND“ET THEY ARE
ALSO CALLED BRETHREN. )

ITI. WE DO NOT PRAY T® SAINTS, WE PRAY FOR
THEM - EPH. 6: 18

THERE 1S TO WHOM YOU AND | MAY OR
MUST PRAfﬂgﬂﬁé+E£REBY EXPECT AN ANSWER TO
OUR PRAYERS. [HERE IS, HOWEVER, A PERSON
WHO CAN DO JUST EXACTLY_THAT AND HE IS

MENTIONED IN RoMANS 8:27. REv. AND
B.EL_&:}_g_SPEAK “OF THE PRA THE
SAINTS., PLEASE NOTE IT ISAN %sg
. THEM. [T wouLD NOT B JAL FO N

PRAY FOR SINNERS OR FO

SAINTS BUT FOR § -
THAT é%ﬂlﬁiﬁﬁ 5%%% i Dfé%%%mr—
“NATE OR SPEAK OF DIFFERENT LEVELS OF SAINT-
HOOD. HE SPEAKS OF PRAYER WITH REFERENCE TO
ALL SAINTS. AsS A MATTER OF FACT, PAUL OFTEN
REQUESTED PRAYER FROM THE SAINTS. COMPARE
THESS., 5:25 AND SUBSTITUTE THE WORD SAINT
FOR BRETHREN - THE MEANING IS EXACTLY THE
SAME, |0 BE SURE, NOT ALL SAINTS ARE
SAINELY. [T 1S POSSIBLE FO BELIEVER TO
BEGSAFEDIN CHRIST AND NOT @IN CONDUCT.
THE BIBLE MAKES CLEAR THE DIFFERENCE
WEEN THE BELIEVER'S POSITION AND HIS

ICE. 5
‘(‘%f_% & S sthes + fm @

rme L ( @lzsm)
"ALL Saints 'p’u;u._




Stymial - foaansy
CEED -4- .ngcndhcuﬁ
e c—-a.gc-w p--\"ef.tﬁqld.

IV. SAINTS DO NOT HAVE HALOS BUT THEY ARE e

ASSOCIATED WITH LIGHT - CoL. 1:12 ° ’
(TR 7-1-*‘
How DQES_ONE KNOW IF ANCIENT SAINTS HAD
HALOS? THE "“LIGHT" OF THE BELIEVER IS NOT

A GLOW AROUND THE HEAD LIKE THE RINGS AROUND
A PLANET BYT IT IS THE' LIGHT OF GOD IN HIS
SOl RADIATES FROM WITHIN, (COMPARE
JOHN 3:19-21; I THEss. 5:5;
:J, JESUS SPOKE OF SOME IN JOHN
10 AS NO LIGHT IN HIM.”

V. THERE ARE NO SAINTS IN)HEAVEN WHO DID
&fm NOT FIRST BECOME SAINTS OMEARTH -
e )

«JUDE 3

" THE_SALVATION MENTIONED IN THE TEXT WAS NOT
GIVEN TO A GLORIOUS COMPANY OF SPIRITUALLY
ELITE PERSONS WHO INHABIT HEAVEN BUT TO

EARTH WHO STAND STRONG FOR THE

GOSPEL AND PROPAGATION. ACCORDING TO

THE IBLE,(iEiYOU ARE NOT A SAINT BEEORE YOU

DIE YOU WILL NOT BECOME ONE AFTER. iHERE IS

NO_HOLDING AREA SHORT OF HEAVEN WHERE GOD

BEATS "THE DEVIL" OUT OF FOLKS TO GET THEM
READY OR MAKE THEM FIT AVEN. [HERE IS
=J STMPLY NO SU ACE AND YOUR HOPES ARE
" <A PINNED ON THAT, IT IS A SE HOPE.§¥QH
' WILL NEVER BE_A SAI T UNTIL YOU FIR ¥
ECOME=A SINNER W A A REMARKAR
ARADO @m NNERS, {LEAST O
SAENTS OW=ANDCWHEN DO WE GET READY FOR
HEAVEN7 Is IT SOME_WAY | IS IT
SOME .HOW BUT NOT _NOW? OD. S CALENDAR OF
SALVATION FOR ALL MEN, IS MARR ODAY IS

THE _DAY._QF SALVATION. MATTER
OF IT IS A MATTER OF “You
MAY CHOOSE TODAY TO SAY YB§ OR No o N

CHRIST. THE DECLSION IS YOWRS, THE .
RE SBONSLBILITY IS YOURS. \\<:§

OH‘.‘L— 0(& Nowl — “ S/‘NNE/(_ ‘e /Tﬂ'\ /{/ #

Oun News ANant — "galadts” Q 0 7 o e LU" i
— é' A A..ml """/ "é 9‘("‘
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RoBERT K. SPRADLING JANUARY 23, 1994

“THE CHARMING SOUND OF GRACE"

"GRACE TIS A CHARMING SOUND, HARMONIOUS TO
THE EAR! HEAVEN WITH THE ECHO SHALL RESOUND,
AND ALL THE EARTH SHALL HEAR, SAVED BY GRACE
ALONE! THIS IS ALL MY PLEA: JESUS DIED FOR ALL
MANKIND AND JESUS DIED FOR ME,” REST K

SING THE WORDS BUT DO NOT NECESSARILY BELIEVE
NOR HAVE THEY EXPERIENCED WHAT THE SONG SAYS.

IT 18 THEM AND NOT THE MESSASE THAT
CATCHES THEIR FANCY. (Ygu mxegﬁﬁégﬁke THAT THE
PHRASE "A  WRETCH L IS NOT WHAT THEY
BESIRE=TO=GENG, [HE WORD GRACE IS APPL TO
SEVERAL AREAS OF LIFET "< i ,g;~a* #
: Y7,
o
' (1) GRACE IN MOVEMENT. THLETES SUCH
AS SKATERS AND DANCERS)

(2) Grace 1N ManwErs. (SoCcIAL GRACES
SUCH AS EMILY POST TEACHES AND "CHARM
SCHOOL"” ETIQUETTE)

(3) GRACE FrROM THE Mo

1 %:‘,‘i r ¥er<)
Wr%ﬁ@ CoLOSSIANS O:6 "lISE _YOUR HE
\ f?' -;[- LIVE AND WORK AMONG QUTSIDERS. |)ég’j
‘42 _  MISS A TRICK. _MAKF THE MOST QF EVERY
QPPORTUNI
SPEECH, [HE GOAL IS TO BRING OUT THE
BEST IN OTHERS IN A CONVERSATION, NOT
TO PUT THEM DOWN, NOT CUT THEM ouT."
- (THE MESSAGE)

EE.H.E&J.A?ﬁ IS AN EPISTLE WHE;ZRE IS
DISPLAYED., ELATE DR. McCLAIN'S OBSERVATION

WHEN IT WAS TIME TO NAME THE NEW SEMINARY.




._2._

THEY CONSIDERED SEVERAL BIBLICAL TERMS BUT
GRACE REFLECTED THE SENTIMENT OF THE DISSENTERS.
As A MATTER OF FACT, THE WHOLE GROUP THAT BROKE

(™ AWAY FROM ASHLAND COLLEGE CAME TO BE KNOWN AS
THE “GRACE BRETHREN".

I GRACE AS - EpHEsIANs 1:2 ‘24
RAND Good By ‘
I WAS SURPRISED_TO DISCOVER THAT ‘THE WORD
SRAGE APPEARS IN TH ‘ ONLY THREE

FOUR. TIMﬁS - IN THE VERY FIRST CHAPTER.
(1 14-17) WiTH PAUL, GRACE WAS A ‘EAVORITE AND
GREETING AS WELL AS CONCLUSI 0 HIS

I?ISEE?ETHMNS% %T*i%”s & 62331:@ 6:18,

EpHESTANS 1:2, 6:2 HIELEPLANS
CoLl0ssiANS 1:2, 1 ?HESSAgaNfAN
5:28, 11 THESSALONIANS 1:2

6: 21 I TimoTHy 1:2, 4.22,.

M T -
- HE TERM BECAME
PART OF P&%%gg_, B / IGNATUR.
LETTERS. SIGNATURE ON A DOCUM AS_TO DG
VITH IDENTIFICATION OR EXAMPLE, A NAME ON A
R_SPEAKS OF THE PERSON'S
"RANSA: . PAUL USED THE

TIMOTHY 1:2,
)

‘HY v NoBobY
KNEW BETTER THAN PAUL HOW CRITICAL 'AND VITAL
\ GRACE IN THE LIFE IS, RELATES GRACE

AND PEACE. IN OTHER W WiIBHEN COMES
FROM PEACE WITH HIM. SPEAKS OF THE
FREENESS OF G GRACE IN MPTION. IN OTHEF

WORDS, SALVATION I OT CHEAP.
(CoMPARE J . OF GRACE
IS USUALLY A TWO WORD DEFI INMERLTI
THAT Is, GoD DOING FOR US WHAT WE DON

'




GRACE AYQR BEELBBQQLIx. (CFor s
XAMP;E LE SUPPOSE A FRIEND INVITES YOU AND

YOUR INNER ON A CERTAIN OCCASION,
THE DETAILS OF PREPARATION ARE VERY ELABORATE
AND YOU AS A RECIPIENT. OF THIS DINNER ARE OVER-
WHELMED_TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT AFTER IT IS ALL
OVER YOU SAY_TO YOUR HOST AND HOSTESS & CH

2"  SUCH A STATEMENT IS A FAU%PA%
OF _ENORMOUS MAGNITUDE. |0 PROPOSE SUCH A

QUESTION IS AN J-Nﬁl.ui TO_IHF_.ER.LEND.S BECAUSE on_
D)

- """“T . HO RECEIVES
A FEE OF SEVERAL THOUSAND DOLLARS PER CONCERT
COMES TO VISIT_A FRIEND HERE IN THIS CHURCH.

THE FRIEND CALLS AND ASKS IF THE FAMOUS SINGER
OULD SING A SOLO IN CHURCH ON SUNDAY. NfE.EE

S EXPECTED OR OEEERED BECAUSE IT IS A GRAQE
JXPPEARAN '_th”CLASSIC EXAMPLE OF  CRAGE

EpHESIANS 1:6-7 NP
THERE ARE TWO PRIMARY IDEAS IN THESE TWO

VERSES WITH REFERENCE TO GRACE .,
A.  GRACE AND THE.EF GBE‘!(_

THE [ SOMETHING ONE
HEARS LLIILE OR
CHURCH LIKE OURS.
%iﬁ SIN IN MAN'S

™
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A TIME TO LAUGH
ECCLESIASTES 3:4

ECCLESIASTES IS ,A SERMON BY So MON TN WH{CH

HE TALKS ABOUT ._LI_EE_.LJ.N.D.ER_II:IE. SU 4
o oMo vIEws L TEE RSMA G L1 THe

EDITORIAL;,THE VIEWS OF THIS BOOK ARE NOT
E ”ﬁwﬂu-* YIEw. CHAPTER 3 IS_flD
\ BUT

@.m

AND THAT'S WHAT IT DID aulas
OFTEN WE HAVE LITTLE OR _NO

e aw s

DO NOT ALWAYS KNOW WHY WE LAL

WHAT IT DOES TO US AND THAT IS USUALLY FOR OUR
GOOD. LAUGHTER REDUCE

% THERE IS MYSTERY ANDAL
,CALLED "MERRY.-MEDICINE
17:22: RY HEA OETH GOOD
MEDICINE, OR EXAMPLE, A PERSON DESCRIBING
A WAYWARD UNCLE SAID: "HE OCCUPIED THE CHAIR
OF APPLIED ELECTRICITY AT ONE OF THE .GREAT
INSTITUTIONS OF OUR STATE. HE DIED IN
HARNESS.” WE SMILE AT THIS DESCRIPTION OF A
HORRIBLE EVENT - CAPITAL PUNISHMENT!
SIMILARLY, A MAN WAS HANGED, YEARS AGO, FOR
STEALING A HORSE. HIS HANGING WAS DESCRIBED
BY A"FAMILY MEMBER AS HIS HAVING DIED WHILE
TAKING PART IN A PUBLIC CEREMONY WHEN THE

PLATFORM UPON WHICH HE WAS STANDING SUDDENLY
COLLAPSED " RPR




| 4 5§QS“\
&d‘:._

‘r“&-.uN'

=

® WAS LAUGHTER TH R R OF
S TER e lNadiHE: OWEVE
RALSE, SHOU] Ve HANKS-
GIVING ARE ALL PARI-GE<SCRIPTURE. SOMEONE
WONDERED ALOUD IF(JESUSJEVER LAUGHED SINCE
THE BIBLE PROTRAYS HTM AS A.MAN. OF SORROWS.
IN MY OPINION, IT IS _UNTHINKABLE TO PICTURE
SUS WITHOUT A SMILE OR A SENSE OF HUMOR »~.
O LOOK AT SOME OF US WHO PROFESS TO KNOW /=

"‘:"_" ING FEATURES OF MAN.

THERE IS NO RECORY
YET, I AM SURE THERE

LHRIST, WHO THINK IT BENEATH OUR DIGNITY 3“|
TO LAUGH MIGHT CONVEY THIS MISTAKEN V4.
IMPRESSION THAT JESUS WAS A .SOUR, -SOLEMN
PERSON., REMEMBER THE STORY OF THE NEW
CONVERT WHQ WAS ASKED THIS QUESTION, HIS

- REPLY wAs o ?ON £ KNOW BUT HE SURE FIXED

" ME.s0 l.couLD

LET'S EXAMINE SEVERAL KEY

VERSES IN THE BIBLE ON THE SUBJECT OF
LAUGHTER.

[. THE LAUGHTER OF SURPRISE - Gen. 17:17

\

IT B C4ﬁ1:§ﬂ!;"AﬂﬁHIER FRoM RERALAME
ANQ?E@EEE&% a;'-fr' FROM SARAH. (18:12-15;
21 THE LAUGHTER

JOY_ AND LAUGH;ﬁg FOLL 'NSROMANS M) IT IS
VERY CLEAR THAT,A \M D OUBT TH

(GOD COULD AND WO!
SEEMED TO.
OUT THROUGH [SHMAEL WHO WAS ALREADY BORN,

THAT GOD MIGHT CARRY IHE_PLAN
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ISHM WAS ABRAHAM'S PRIDE“AND.JOY AND HE
TO BE PART OF Gop’'s PLAN, ==

M ( ILLTAM EVANS POTNTS TO THE“FACT "THAT GQD
bl EOR EXAMPLE :
. (1) NUMBERE - ONE IS A MAJORITY
‘e WITH GoD. Sa.&[ over 5ué’;mr.g_)
N, /':, ‘ C;é,. 1 ;-.ﬂ s
<:%2) MoNEY. #
— (31,,IIME - JOHN 2 WHERE GOD CAN DO IN
et IN A MOMENT WHAT IT TAKES MAN AND
¢ ziid ] NATURE MONTHS TO DO.
(4) MAN'S WISDOM - /Cer. /
(5) HumAN_POWER — 7 =
o
(6) NATURAL._LAW —
|(7) THE ORDINARY AND USUAL- /7 /™
3umvw;'0F ANTICLPAT i RA
6 OF UNBELIEF.” IWENTY-FIVE YEARS
R_GOI MA?,,r E , MISE, IT WAS
PLAY 'ON THE WORD. \H LAUGHED IN BOTH
UNBELIEF AND RELIEF. SHE LEARNED THAT
NOTHING ~ ABSOLUTELY NOTHINGms IS IMPOSSIBLE
ITH 60D, _SHE.DLED—AL AGE g ‘W
' NO
LB doesn 't \coz Love 25 7;,64%/
\\Q/
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' AL AR 'L . T FUNNY"“" ‘;. -‘;7. ’_«:,;":A_ Q
[OCKTANYONE. [F EVER THERE IS A

—

/

o/ _ IT IS IN THE CEM

N [ ROFESS ONAL MOURNERS COULD DO NOTHING

@ "M, TO HELP A CRUSHEI RTEVING FATHER OVER

b THE DEATH OF HIS DAUGHTER. WHEN JESUS SAID
z AND WOULD:

L, , HE couUED QULD. DO SOMETHING THEY ADDED TO
XY THEGRTEF BY PUTTING BOWN. JESUS WITH SCORNFUL
LAUGHTER, THEY WERESWRQNG) ABOUT THE SITUZ-
AND THEY WEREGWRONG $HBOUT JESUS. THEY
VECLIFE /™

HINK OF THESE TWO

P OMEL BE._HAPPY
| .ON--STAGE WHILE THE HEART..LS HEAVY. FoLKS LOOK
wg]FOR AND WILL PAY FOR SOMEONE TO BE_FUNNY AS A
/ MEANS OF LIFTING LIFE'S BURDENS. SOME OF
“ee. / THE HIGHEST PAID MEN IN THE WORLD ARE -:‘4¢ﬁ
COMEDIANS.,_W,qﬁﬁEMlN,OUR TIME THE REPLAYS,
= JESTER OF MEDJEVAL_TIME§ NS
RY OF IR JND ¢ "1 AM. THAT...CLOWN..
NSCTEESES PES _THAT HE CAN BE
00D _AND WITHOUT _DOING
T IS MY BELIEF THAT HAPPINESS IS A
VERY ELUSIVE COMMODITY FOR THE NATURAL MAN.
HE MAY FIND TEMPORARY PLEASURE BUT IT IS A
FADING FEATURE BECAUSE MAN IS SO CONSTITUTED
THAT NOTHING REALLY SATISFIES THE SOUL BUT

~—GOD Hl ELF EVERYTHING ELSE IS4 |
SSSUBSTLTURE, THERE 1S AN|ETERNAL DIMEN;
TO-LIEE WHICH MEN DO_NOT 5@4‘1 RSTAND. 1!3:1-
/ X7 TE \ : I.-l'"i '\ OF OUR

ISE PTINE“ﬂ.? PAUL LITTLE SUGGESTS

L - = y



4 ‘ JWN..P. "ug; AN TURNS TO EVERY
SOURCE ON EARTH TO FIND SATISFACTION ONLY
TO COME UP ENMPTY. ;;g;¥;;2é§;§§===é; EXPLAINS

WHY THAT 1IS.
Qv THE e TG - PsaLM 12612

P THIS PSALM WAS SUNG BY THE LORD'S PEOPLE
WHEN THEY RETURNED FROM THE BABYLONIAN
CAPTIVITY. I[N TODAY'S TERMINOLOGY, IF, WE
CALLED IT A SONG IT WOULD BE TITLED: "Back
FROM BABYLON,” BY THE ExILES! IT waAs A
DREAM COME TRUE. IT WAS WONDERFUL AND
MARVELOUS TO SEE HOW GOD BROUGHT~HIS PEOPLE
BACK FROM EXILE. PsaLM 13/7:1-4 EXPRESSES
THEIR FEELING WHILE IN CAPTIVITY AND THIS
PSALM THEIR FEELING OUT OF CAPTIVITY. IT IS
A HARVEST OR JOY,

V.) THE LAUGHTER OF A SOVEREIGN GOD -
PsaLm 2:4 )

THE SCENE IN PSALM 2 IS NOwLAUGH
GREAT RY.AND PROPHECY. IT
v ""'-“'mu'--. 9

REFERS HE NATIONS, OF THE
WORLD HAVE MAR: PTHEIR FQRCES IN THE
MIDDLE EAST IN AN AREA SOME200,MILES LONG

wﬂ: N ii?ﬁ" hu«q_'su-:;, . o e CrciCou

Bawreceds .., fotie foo/isnes Ohe.Yor— 4
\ Uhellyiy LA K] fnidl +2E v . S%: =




WHERE APPROXIMATELY

SM—MM-M N AR RN
Qhﬁﬁﬂ“@iﬁ CCORDING TO CRIPTU' » THE BATTLE
OF ARMAGEDDON WILL BEGIN WITH T SEIGE OF

THE CITY OF JERUSALEM. ARMIES REPRESENTING
THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD WILL

CITY ACCORDING

L EPHANLAH. 348« “JHE ANTICHR
ALONG WITH THE OTHER MAJOR ZBEOOKS-OF NATIONS
IN THE WORLD. PURPOSEDWILL BE

TO_DESTROY IsEAEl_ AND

ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE, ISRAEL WILL B
DESECRATED, THE CITY OF JERUSALEM CAPTURED,
THE WEALTH OF CONFISCATED AND LEFT
IN RUINS. THE§£§i§E§5bF THE WHOLE MOVEMENT
OF NATIONS AGAINST GOD WILL E SECOND

\ ,_HRIST. SOMEONE 3

WORLD AGAINST GOD AND THIS PSALM DEPICTS THAT
ON. THE PSALM SPEAKS OF AN

MUCH LIKE THE WORLD BEFORE
et A TER SETTINGl,.IS SCENE,

CRELL ION AG/]



R TION O IS SC ULD BE SIMILAR
0 RED ADAIR CALLING A PRESS CONFERENCE

ISPLAYING A _WATER.PISTOL AND DECLARING THAT

HE PLANS TO PUT OUT THE MANY HUNDREDS OF 0IL-

RT_T0 THRUST GOD— . OMEONE HAS
ED HA" ONE REASON Olf AUGHS IS
SINOW ] QM AND OB 1]

JORIOUS O R

z q‘ﬂﬂm 0

HBM 0 T1ES=—-AHdH HU

E0 BY HIM., CONCLUSION: [HERE IS A
TIME OR SEASON FOR LAUGHTER WHEN IT IS ‘NEEDED
AND NECESSARY. HOWEVER, THERE IS A TIME FOR
SOBER. REFLECTIVE CAREEUL THOUGHT ABOUT ONE'S

O RELATIONSHIP TO GoD. WHAT WILL BE TRUE OF
THE NATIONS. IN THE FUTURE IS TRUE OF

INDIVIDUALS TODAY,
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THE EPHESTAN SAINTS - NOT IN THE NFL e
M 4
[ODAY WE DIGRESS FROM OUR STUDIES IN <:§§g:
CHAPTER 4 TO DEAL WITH A WORD THAT APPEARF
OFTEN IN THIS EPISTLE, (WORD STUDIES: \

HoLY SPIRIT, FATHER, CHURGHglO
2 T L

CALLED A SAINT! (FRANK RE NOLD.
A_GOOD MA BUT NO_SALNT. M0ST LOOK UPON
_SAINTHEOD AS A IN THE CHURCH
RESERVED FOR AN | WHO HAVE ACHIEVED

-?SOME MIRACULOUS WORK AND STATION HERE ON
EARTH. LL TEAM

IN NEw URLEANS 1S CALLED THE(SM A= 17
GOES ON THE FIELD EACH S BEAT UP
ON ITS OPPONENTS WHICH IS |

o OF SAINTHoOD! PEOPLE ENJO
THE -SAINTS 6O MARCHING.IN, ”
SOUND LIKE THE FOLK DOING THE MARCHING ARE
VERY. SAINTLY! EVEN FOLK WHO_UNDERSTAND
THE BIBLICAL TERM SAIEu: WA

NE)
DOESN' T

CONTRAST, ° ARE THE DRUNKARDS,
PERVERTS ANDN\CRIMINALS WHO SLINK THROUGH
T THE SEWERS OFNOUR CITIESe. LET US SEE WHAT
EPHESIANS SAYS“ABOUT SAINTSI~ Eoc
-] —

&‘I’rl—\—q_,.
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. ,,czfﬁeSvg
I. THE IDENTITY OF SAINTS Ti’_Z;bE%}Q
P THE WORD‘SLﬁLT 1S A SYNONYM FOR

. OME OF --SALEM

| THE BELIEVERS AT

M - WERE CALLED SAINTS,

COMPARE

THE WORD SAINT IS THE GREEK

, ICH MEANS TO=SET-ARART, TO BE
HOLY IF YOU ARE IN CHRIST

BUT ALSO
PHESUS

oAPNHQUSE USED_TO. TELL
OF A CERTAIN GLISH

: THE FAMILY NAME TO THE
OINT THAT HIS FAMILY WAS OUTRAGED BY HI
IQONDUCT. HE WAS TOLD BY HIS FAMILY THA
HE WOULD LEAVE THE COUNTRY HE WOULD RECEIVE

£ K REGULARLY, ENOUGH TO LIVE ON, BUT
HE REFUSED, ALL INGGME.WOULD BE CUT OFF,
[THE BOY IMMIGRATED TO C AND RECEIVED
HIS CHECK REGULARLY WHICH SPENT_QUICKLY.
WVER A PERIOD OF YEARS, THE FA&RER AND THE
_ WEVE HE D D OUT
AND COULD NOT BE TRACED. AFTER A
PERIOD OF TIME HE WAS FINALLY LOCATED BY
e e g__w:,‘“,._wn
BEFI*HNE
o & : So IT IS WITH MANY OF Us._ WE
f ARE NALLY SAINTS BUT CONI (TIONALLY
NO I

R (C .
— NICHoLA EO )
Kﬁéiizéiiﬂy ; , AND IN SOME
CASE Spm L GHT -
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IT. THE HUMILITY OF SAINTS - 318

SOMETHING IS—TER
WE VIEW THE
%T 1S FAR

E HAD_A.
IT COULD HAVE BEEN

“ BUT HIS
RIPTIONS OF HIMSELF ARE _FAR FROM
CELEBRITY STATUS: LEFEST

COR.

o A —

PAUL COINED A TERM —';
BE LIKE OUR SAY

SR AT e~
S IN TH* AND
AND FROM THAT VA OINT

JAND UNTOLD MILLIONS SINCE.

— -




' d
[IT. THE MATURITY OF SAINTS - 4:12
THIS VERSE IS IN A SPIRITUAL GIFTS

CONTEXT. PASTORAL GIFTS ARE FOR SEVERAL
PURPOSES NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH IS THE

INE OF THE SAINTS. QUESTlmN

NG TWO POLITIC S
THE BASIC IDEA IS THAT
OF 1T NG _SOMETHING LN s OND DN AMD
HERE ARE NO
AND FOR

SAINTS THE ] & IS VERY

NECESSARY. E RE BILITY OF
HP AN i TO N -

i e s

OF SPIRITUAL MATURITY CREATES ALL
KINDS OF PROBLEMS WITH BOT
AND N A LOCAL _CHURCH,
BIBLE, OF THE P '
SINNED. TERRIBLY! || i LTED, DAV
COMMITTED A TER_QQ? 5 LOST HIS TEMPER,

IV. THE PURITY OF SAINTS - 5:3
alLLIC HAS _SONE

IST IT HA

WHEREVER CHR:

PAST SUCH AS;¢

GE. AND <ROME= LAID GREAT
EMPHASIS ON DG

, WISDOM, AND -JUSLICE

Y



ROMAN EMPERORS
(NG HOMOS s! ACCORDING

70 | PETER 2:9, WE ARE TO LIVED CHANGED

LIVES: BUT YE_ARE_A CHOSEN GENERATION,

A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A

PECULIAR PEOPLE: YE SHOULD SHON FORTH

TOMBLE, ALL DO BUT_HE _DOES

97 SHMBR HIS SINS BUT RATHER SHUNS THEM,
#THE STORY 1S TOLD OF A BELIEVER WHO
/WORKED IN A HIGH STRESS-SITUATION AT HIS

" COMPANY. HE WAS ENCOURAGED BY HIS
 SUPERIORS TO TAKE A PHYSICAL EXAMINATION.
AFTER A THOROUGH CHECK, HIS PHYSICIAN
SUGGESTED THAT HE ENGAGE IN A CERTAIN KIND
OF ACTIVITY IN AREAS OF ENTERTAINMENT
THAT BOTHERED THE BELIEVER, HE THANKED
I\ THE DOCTOR FOR HIS SUGGESTION BUT

N DECLINED TO ENGAGE IN THE ACTIVITY. THE
PHYSICIAN WAS SURPRISED AND ASKED FOR
AN EXPLANATION, “IJOCIQR, YOU ARE A
PHYSICIAN, A _SURGEQN AND WHEN YOU OPERATE

YOU SCRUB YQQ% HANDS METICULOUSLY UNTIL
THEY ARE CLEAN. YOU WOULD NOT DARE

W' | AM A SERVANT
: E AND TESTIMONY

OTHER PEOPLE AND | DARE_NOT

€n7

OF WINTS - 6:18

HEY ARE NOT ANGELS,
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tleafVIlﬁz*

Do THEY WALK ARQUND ws IN -STRANGE

LOOKING 3?2 IN THIS VERSE WE LEARN
THAT THE . [T IS NOT ALL SAINTS DO
..BUT PRAYER_ AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE

[T 1S NOT UNUSUAL FOR

UNUSUAL FOF
IN THIS PASSA
INTERESTING TRUTHS ABOUT PRAYER.

(1) PrRAY.ALL THE T1
EARLY, LATE, ANYTIME,

'VERAL

= DAY, NIGHT,

(2) PrRAY ALL KINDS OF PRAYER,

(3) PRAY WITH PERSISTE - DON'T GIVE,
UP 0 N IF IT APPEARS AS IF ONE'S
PRAYERS ARE NOT ANSWERED. (/L cfz /201 )

(4) PrAY FOR FELLOW CHRISTIANS.

(5) PRrRAY FOR SPIRITUAL LEADERS LIKE PAUL.

ED. TA&E YOUR EICK. THE?'
RAL GROUND!




P

FOR WHICH MAN WAS CREATED

AND THEREBY BR LORY TQ.(OD_THROUGH

REDEMPTIVE GRACE.

\B HE RICHES OF GOD'S GRACE ., e o

d “ ﬁa r,ck 'fb Liaw? 404
WORD RICHES HERE THE GREEK (23

[T 1S USED TO DESCRIBE CHRIST IN qg
9 AND PAUL USE ~JERM I

CSIN. WADE MAN_BOQR. MAKES HIM RGh:

RORN IN SRIRITUAL ,-LD THROUGH
CHRIST MOVES TO SPIRITUAL &I Gop 1S RICH

AND HIS RICHES OF GRACE HAV AL SIGNIFI-
ANCE TO THE_BELIEVING SINNER. To UNDERSTAND
& Q_UNDERSTAND THE

CAN IT BE TAL“‘Ei

WHAT wouLD A PERSON PAY
NeE BEFORE GoD?

: DOES NOT COME TO US IN
SMA RPTOW, SCARCITY. IT IS DESCRIBED IN
OVERFLOWING TERMS AS A _TORRENJ OF Gop’s LOVING

¢ KINDA TO THE BELIEVING SINNER. LIKE THE

JORODIGAL SONR AND | BRING NOTHING BUT.SLN

S AND _EALLURE TO THE FATHER_AND RECEIVE IN TURN
¥ NQIHING BUT _KINDNESS

 TENDERNESS AND GRACF.

[11. GRACE AS A GIFDFOR SERVICE - 3:7-8, 4:7,

A=F "“:) (o —

IN THIS CHAPTER, PAauL 1S PICTURED AS. A
PRLSONER ANDJ&LNL&I?B. THE TERM 'STERWARDSHIP
SUGGESTS SERVICE., IT IS A WORD TO DESCRIBE
SOMEONE WHO : = 40l D - USUALLY A
FAIRLY LARG E. (JOSEPH WAS SUCH A
MANAGER. W .E.SIAI

HEN A PERSO
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ANOTHER PERSON WAS HIRED TO OVERSEE THAT ESTATE
AND THE PERSON WAS ANSERABLE TO THE OWNER FOR
EVERY ASPECT OF HIS STEWARDSHIP. S

. Gob GAVE PAULI GRACE
TO PREACH THE WORD OF GOD TO THE=GENT-LLE WORLD.

THE EPHESIANS IN A CERTAIN RESPECT HAD COME FROM

commow SLAVERY..TO THE UNEOMMON POSITION. AS SONS
%&L&@Lm”a 2 TO BECOME A
OF JESUS ‘HRIST - Gop’ Q;Qgé%§ DE IT POSSIBLE.
As ONE COMMENTATOR TED_IT CAME AS A
L = A uL. Gop
PAUL FOR THE TASK OF MINISTERING TO
THE GENTILES FA TIES.,

To BE SURE, THESE ABILITIES CAME INT%E%E%VL%UT
WERE NOT USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR THAT PURPOSE.
@™ IN A SENSE PAUL SAID HE WAS PREACHING AND. WRIT-
(ING ABOUT THINGS THAT WERE WA EYOND._HLS
COMPREHENSION - NAMELY THE INEXHAUSTIBLE RICHES
AND GENEROSITY OF CHRIST THROUGH GRACE TO THE
WORLD.

IV, GRACE AND PERSONAL SALVATION @s

THERE ARE_AT LEAST TWO BIBLE FACT AT
MOST PEOPLE DO NOT UNDERS UNTIL THEY HAVE
BEEN TOUCHED BY GRACE DIVI

(1) PEQPLE ARE BORN SPIRSTUALLY LOST AND
STAY LOST UNTIL AND UNLESS THEY GET SAVED.

QuesTionN: Do YOU REALLY JOHN 3: 16?
- [ DID NOT ASK IF YOU_COULD IT OR ' Vi
N  EVERwmeEads IT IN THE BIBLE, BUT DO YOU I
IT? IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND THIS VERSE,

MUST SEE AND DEFINE THE TERMS 1
THE LEAST OF WHICH IS THE TERM

VERSE NOT
THAT
WORD IS TRANSLATED LoST IN LUKE IS: AND |LUKE

15;24, IN OTHER WORDS, THE PRODIGAL SON WAS
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LOST WHEN HE WAS AWAY FROM THE FATHER'S HOUSE
AND OUT OF THE FATHER'S FAVOR., [0 BE LOST MEANS

~ TO BE FAR _FROM GOD AND EAILING IN SIN.
(2) PEOPLE GET SAVED WHEN THEY GET IN

TOUCH WiTh CHRIST.

THE QUEST I ONeweAREXOULSAVED?" IS A QUESTION

MOST PEOPLE ASSOCIATE WITH FUND CS,
THE LUNAJIC-FRINGE. THE T

HoOWEVER, THE BIBLE HAS
A [ 4‘ ) i

CAC : =
TION AND ; N IS CALLED
IN THE DIBLE. 0D S SALVATION IS BY

THROUGH FAITH BECAUSE (GOD IS T@@=Rd&H TO

CHARGE US FOR SALVATION AND WE ARE .TQO PQOR TO
@ BuY IT!

/[ED? ARE.YOU.SURE, ARE
LITTLE SHAKY ON THIS

i - i e ]
SREy S rELY P
.

§ L R -

THIS 1S A SIMPLE BIBLE FACT THAT MANY STUMBLE

OVER., WHEN THE IS CALLED UP YONDER WILL

YOU BE THERE? -H%ﬁfse—¥au_&unu? (COMMENT

Cj) EGARDING VISIT WITH KATHY [ AYNE AND HUSBAND

MANY YEARS AGO. EXPLAIN PROCESS OF GIVING THAT
ERSON A DIME TO KEEP. YEARS LATER A THANK YOU
NOTE FROM_FLORIDA. THEY'D GONE TO CHURCH AND
HEARD THE-GOSPEL, BEEN SAVED AND WAS SENDING ME

THE DIME BACK EXPRESSING THEIR APPRECIATION FOR
INALLY SEEING THE_SIMPLICITY OF THE GOSPEL.

SOME YEARS AGO, | READ THE TESTIMONY OF DR.
KENNEDY WHO WAS SAVED BY LISTENING TO THE LATE
DoNALD BARNHOUSE OVER THE RADIO. KENNEDY HAD
BEEN THE MANAGER OF A DANCE“STUDIO- IN-[AMPA,
e AFTER HAVING SPENT THE NIGHT AT A _PARTY HE
WAS AWAKENED ON SUNDAY MORNING WHEN THE CLOCK
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RADIO CLICKED ON THE VOICE OF A PREACHER. HE
REACHED TO CHANGE THE STATION BUT WAS STOPPED
WHEN BARNHOUSE ASK THIS PENEIRAIlNﬁ_QUESIlﬂN'

JHAVE YOU TO COME INTO MY HEAVFN-

[F YOUR ANSW 0 THIS IS ANYTHING
OTHER THAN ND IT IS THE
ANY., PEOPLE BASE LyEIR WORTH OF

H ¢ on-x WAaR . NN D

DIS] -'_,;;_AND A GOOD M*THfﬁﬂg EXCEPT
GRACE. IF YOou AND | COULD GO T VEN ON ANY
BASIS OTHER THAN GRACE WE WOUL%&BOUT IT
SOMEDAY SOMEWHERE—N—EFERNITY e NOWS THAT

AND THEREFORE RESTRICTS SALVATION TO GRACE AND
GRACE ALONE.

@ M&.pk‘. Los
2 g'd-n-w. q
-.Ll4dl.ql &1A44_




RoBERT K. SPRADLING. . AucusT 22, 1993

Mt €0 To A Foell' -
“A FOOL FOR A HUSBAND” 7 siows: =0

I SAMUEL 25:25 A _Fose O R

, g
]

FooL.1S A WORD WIVES USE TO
DESCRIBE THEIR HUSBKH%?‘M§ﬂ¥ THAT IS EXACTLY THE
TERM ABIGAIL USED TO DESCRIBE NABAL AND HE LIVED
UP OR DOWN TO HIS NAME! THE HUSBAND IN THIS
STORY_WAS VERY MUCH LIKE THE “RICH FOOL"

As A MATTER OF FACT, SOMEONE SAID IF

THEY NEEDED A MODEL TO SIT FOR THE RICH FOOL'S
RALT ~ NABAL WAS THE MAN! THIS IS INDEED
ND. FHE BEAST ' DRAMA. A BEAUTIFUL

ED TO A BOORI&HTEAEM-

[ THREE’PRIMARY PEOPLE IN

‘Hurks, bl g Jl\,’ 2L Vet ,] 3 !
A.  NABAL /,fl?.,~ g = o de ‘

HE 1S MENTIONED IN TWO CHAPTERS IN THE
BIBLE, JEACHTRETANTE, AND NOT HIM-

SELF IS THE PRIMARY CHARACTER. HE WAS RICH, HE
HAD A BAD.DISPOSITION AND AN EXPLOSIVE TEMPER.
HE WAS RUDE, SELFISH AND LITTLE OR NO INTEREST

IN POSSESSIONS AND P
- NABAL AS HAVING A HEA
EMPTY CRANIUM.

‘E55ﬁ=¥eg TO BE MARRIED TO W
RO DAY DAVID SAW HER, HE COULD EVER,EQREEI
HER AND HE_FINALLY GOT HER!
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B.  DAVID

~ DURING THIS PERIOD OF HIS LIFE, DAVID WAS
FROM SAUL BUT IN coNTROL oF 600 CRACK
'TRUUPQ?' FOR MONTHS, DAVID HAD PROTECTED NABAL
FROM WANDERING MARAUDERS AND HAD EVERY RIGHT TO
EXPECT NABAL TO EXPRESS HIS GRATITUDE BY SHARING

AND RESPONDING TO DAVID'séggggggg%ﬁ§%$%gii,
NABAL'S FOOLISHNESS IS RE CK OF
SENSIIl%lIx TOWARD DAVID - THE
_ FUTURE KING OF [SRAEL! To BE SURE, NABAL HAD NOT
7~ STOLEN HIS WEALTH BUT IT WAS BECAUSE OF DAVID
« THAT HE WAS ABLE TO ENJOY IT. SELDOM IN HEBREW

HISTORY WAS DAVID CONSIDERED WITH SUCH RUDE
INSULTS AND DISCOURTESY. DAVID HAD THE MIL

TO TAKE BY FORCE ANYTHING AND EVERYTHIN
- i3 ﬁEICOULD HAVE RUN
OVER NABAL BUT HE DIDN'T. ONE WONDERS

.~ HOW A MAN COULD BE SO FOOLISH AND UNGRATEFUL.

—_ /F— - ik Jj 5"71-0‘ s T Aol
Cl ABIGAIL NE //jJ = 'Suwr A ¥ | L W
N
ABIGAIL WAS MRS, NABAL. EVERYTHING ABOUT
HER WAS' OQUTSTANDING. SHE WAS_BRAINY AND

BEAUTIFUL. OSHE WAS_WISE, REASONABLE, DIRLOMATIC
AND GENEROUS. SHE WAS HUMBLY WILLING TO TAKE THE
BLAME FOR HER HUSBAND'S AVIOR.

WHEN 1T CAME TOWL%%'%U-
HAD IT ALL. LET US EXAMINE WH BLE SAYS
“ABOUT HER.

VERSE 3: "(GOOD UNDERSTANDING” - THE BIBLE wAY
OF DESCRIBING INTELLIGENCE, WISDOM AND_SOUND
JUDGMENT. "BEAUTIFOL" - WHEN THE BIBLE SAYS
SOMEONE IS BEAUTIFUL - SHE’S BEAUTIFUL! 1IN FACT,

#™ SHE WAS SUCH A KNOCKOUT THAT DAVID WAS SMITTEN
WITH LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT THE MOMENT HE LAID EYES
ON HER,

VERSE 18: DEeEcisiVE - ABIGAIL MOVED WITH DISPATCH
IN A CRISIS TO PREVENT BLOODSHED. GENEROUS -
SHE RECOGNIZED DAVID’S NEED AND HER FAMILY
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RESPONSIBILITY TO REPAY HIS PROTECTIVE POLICY.,
- HER DEALING WITH THE FUTURE KING OF
. ISRAEL WAS AS A TRUE SUBJECT. - HER
' SELF-EFFACING ATTITUDE AND WILLINGNESS TO TAKE
THE_BLAME FOR HER HUSBAND'S BOORISH BEHAVIOR
5EVEAL§8BOTH TACT AND CHARM IN HER PERSONALITY. -
ERSE 28,

VERSE 36 REVEALS HER PATIENCE. SHE WAITED FOR
HER HUSBAND TO_SOBER UP BEFORE SHE GAVE HIM THE

—SOBERING NEWS.
@grg F-bu_ﬁL)

1. THREE TE ssogs ABOUT | IFE

A.  HOW TO.ENDURE A BAD MARRIAGE

__THIS WAS A
BENEFITS WERE NABALS RDEN
NBIGAILS. SHE HAD NOTHING TO DO WIT
~» ARRANGEMENTS. IT HAD BEEN va
MAYBE EVEN BEFORE SHE WAS BORN_- SO WERE THE
CUSTOMS OF THE ANCIENT EAST. THE FACT THAT NABAL
WAS_RECH. AND COULD BUY WHAT HE WANTED MAY HAVE
LED TO THE CIRCUMSTANCES INTO WHICH ABIGAIL
BECAME A BRIDE. _IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE
- WORSE MARITAL_ SURROUNDIN s, HER
BRQLD WAS A_MEAN, SHOR
TRA NGER COUP LLVED. ONE
e 80 SHE WAS THE,
JTY 23) HER HUSBAND'S
EVIL DISPOSITION DID 3 R GOOD CHARACTER
AND HER DEVOTION TO Gob., ALL OF HER HUSE
: \RECK HER LIFE.
IS EVE #o NOR DID_SHE—QUT]

FFDESCEND TO
-1 MARRTAGE .

M IN EVERY MARRIAGE, THERE ARE
RCUMSTANCES UNSEEN BY OUTSIDE
JUDGES . ﬂdﬂuﬁgnﬁﬂﬂgETéﬁn TO BE ABLE TO GIVE

ADVICE TO PEOPLE IN EXTREME SITUATIONS. HOWEVER,

IT DOES APPEAR TO ME THAT.MANX PEOPLE QUIT THEIR
___MARRIAGE.TOO SOON, ALSO, BE CAREFUL ABOUT SUDDEN

AND DRR&T[C%EEE&&EFﬁ&h HAD ABI1GAIL LET DAVID
Sal T mS, P a g
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UNLEASH HIS FURY AGAINST NABAL SHE WOULD HAVE
BEEN A WIDOW IN A HURRY. SHE ADOPTED IN
@ SCRIPTURAL TERMS WHAT MIGHT BE CALLED THE
"MORNTNG LTGHT “METHOD. = SHE LET b LEX
DO THE JOB INSTEAD OF DAVID'S SWORB. RE
N THINGS IN LIFE MORE D AND M RABLE
| HAN A MATE H WHOM _YOU ARE NOT COMPAIIR
| JOMEONE HAS LIKENED IT TO A FORM OF ROMAN
PPUNISHMENE-WHERE A DEAD CORPSE WAS STRAPPED TO

f- [VING BODY AS A FORM OF PUNISHMENT. THE
uPUNISHMENT WAS TO CARRY THE VICTIM AROUND

ISTRAPPED TO ONE’'S SELF LOOKING HIM IN THE FACE
DURING THE PROCESS OF DECOMPOSITION - A HORRIBLE

@ CONDITION. FOR—FHAT-REASON, YOUNG PEOPLE NEED
&IQ__B_E_&EM_LM},D OFTFN THAT HE Iﬂ’f””ﬂlilt"mg
- — ! "4 : ON_O

OMPANTON HERE ARE AS MANY -damm

. AS THERE ARE AICE_GUYS)- MAYBE MORE! BEFORE=YOU
CONNECT YOURSEEEEGR-LIFE WITH A RELATIVE
SHERANGER CHOOSE WISELY AND EVEN TAKE TIME TO BE
YOUR HAPPINESS AND WELL BEING IS _WORTH

VB. HOW TO DEAL WITH INSULTS AND REVENGE

d
T IT 1S PARADOXICAL THAT DAVID COULD HANDLE
THE INSULTS AND STINGING ACTS OF HOSTILITY OF
WITH GREAT GRACE AND COURAGE . HOWEVER,
ABAL'S INSULTING WORDS WENT THROUGH HIM LIKE
LIGHTENING. WHEN NABAL CALLED DAVID A NOBODY,
BODY GOT AWAY WITH THAT NOT WHILE DAVID HAD HIS
Davip's ORDERS TQ HIS TROOPS WERE SIMPLE
-8 DAVID HAD*NO LEGAL-RIGHT
. TO ANYTHING NABAL OWNED. IHERE WAS NO JUSTIFI-
CATION FOR KILLING HIM JUST BECAUSE HE HAD A
. MOUTH._ . A SMALL MIND! McGEE sAys DAvID
: EAD ' LET US BE CAN-

"

DID. OF G
eV Qwswi ‘Q‘S"i S'r\;\ )
%“‘g’g 5“"% /' “lL ur’EA_LW\ -—-70% .

or Jo a.ZI, Lon -QJ’SM‘E S'e..T
“To 9 LB ¥ " 1A~ MisTraatod

PHILOSPHY 1IN
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MOST OF US. WHEN QUR _FEELINGS HAVE BEEN HURT

THE DESIRE FOR PERSONAL REVENGE IS GREAT.
~» «(ONE RECALLS THE STORY OF A COLLEGE PROFESSOR

" IWHO ANSWERED HIS PHONE AT 5 A«M. TO HEAR HIS

INEIGHBOR SAY: “THIS IS YOUR NEIGHBOR, MR, SMITH,
YOUR DOG IS BARKING AND KEEPING ME AWAKE.” THE
PROFESSOR THANKED HIM KINDLY AND HUNG UP THE
'PHONE. NEXT MORNING AT 3 A.M., MR. SMITH'S PHONE

RANG. “THIS_ IS PROFESSOR SO AND SO, YOUR
NEIGHBOR =~ I JUST WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT [ DON'T

RHAVE A DOG!"
&0_GET_EVE]

WHEN ONE IS TEMPTED
@ |/THAT GOD WOULD HAVE A SENSTEL]

On
THE MATTER OF PERSONAL REVENGE, THE BIBLE IS VERY
CLEAR,
e NI Y m&\&.@

) WE COULD HOPE

, ONE PARAPHRA

BACK) T INSIST ON'ff _ ]D__A_AIiS
T"NUT'“UR‘Ys TO DQ, GTNS— 1 LL, TAKE
<k~l CARE OF IT‘SAYS Gop.., (D Sronal ]

oo ) Vv
WHEN WE ARE PRONE TO woﬂ%eR IF GoD DOES WHAT HE
SAYS HE WILL DO - READ THIS CHAPTER AGAIN!

’7ﬁ;£%EN wIERSBE IN HIS BOOK ON ROMANS ENTITLED
BE RIGHT TELLS THE STORY OF A FRIEND WHO WAS
CRITICIZED UNKINDLY AND WITH UNTRUTH. IHE FRIEND
BECAME -ANGRY. AND PLANNED TO .EIGHT BACK IN FACT

MAPPED A-STRATEGY 0 SO, A FRIEND REMINDED
EIM “DON'T DO 1T, YOU DEF SELF, THE
S,

THE FRIEND FOLLOWED THE COUNSEL AND GOD VINDICATEI

@ THE IGNED BROTHER., REVENGE WILL WRECK ONES
LIFE OR_EXAMPLE, SOME YEARS AGQ A MURDERER WAS
SENTENCE%_IQ_DEAIH- THE MURDERER'S BROTHER HAD
BEEN A PUBLIC SERVANT WITH A LONG AND DISTINGUISH-
ED HISTORY. HE BESOUGHT THE GOVERNOR OF THE

Buss 2 Bllows
A/ 7£ / J,(__(CL”\ / T)/
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~STATE FOR A PARDON FOR HIS BROTHER. OVER A
PERIOD OF TIME THE PARDON WAS GRANTED AND THE
~ MAN VISITED HIS BROTHER WITH THE PARDON IN HIS
" POCKET IN PRISON. HE ASKED THE BROTHER WHAT WAS
THE FIRST_THING HE WOULD DO WHEN HE GOT OUT OF
PRISON, THE REPLY WAS THAT HE WOULD TRACK DOWN
THE JUDGE WHO HAD SENTENCED HIM,-KILL HIM AND THE
NEXT MAN ON HIS MURDER AGENDA WOULD BE THE WLJ-
WHO HAD TESTIFIED AGAINST HIM AT THE TRIAL.
HE BROTHER ROSE TO HIS FEET AND LEFT THE PRISON
WITH THE PARDON_IN HIS POCKEL, HE WANTED NOTHING

TO_DO.EVEN WITH HIS OWN BROTHER SO FULL OF
VENGENCE. —WIEFREB=FE#NK, FAMOUS DICTIONARY
(E;;PUBLISHER SUGGESTED MANY YEARS AGO THAT THE -FEN

MOST +MPRE&5+¥E WORDS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

ARE: €xFressiV

ALONE - THE -BIFFEREST WORD.

MOTHER. = THE MOST REVERED WORD.,

- THE MOST—TRAGLC WORD, <
FAITH - THE MOST .COMEQRTING WORD., =
FQRGOTTEN - THE .SADDEST WORD. L
_OVE - THE MOST—BEAUTIEBL WORD. N

) P - THE.WARMEST WORD.
NO_.- THE COLDEST WORD.
RANQUIIEY - THE MOST PEACEFUL WORD.,

BE¥§§QE ~“THE-CRUEEEST=WORD.,

@

Y i L e N e N )

OOCOIONT I NN
e e e e S e e e e

f:;\

e

—&é‘MANY PEOPLE BENT ON REVENGE QUOTE "THE Lg§
IALIGNIS AS JUSTIFICATION FOR REVENGE. IMPLY
STATED THAT LAW SAYS MENT
b FtHE~CGRIME-AND IT IS SPECIFIED T AND

AND HAS NOTHING TO DO WIT
LET US BE GRATEFUL FOR PEOPLE WHOM GOD
PUTS IN OUR WAY LIKE ABIGAIL TO KEEP US FROM DO~
~» ING WRONG IN FITS OF ANGER. |_ET US BE GRATEI;gIE
R.ROAD IN L
THAT OF MORAL_PRINCIPLES AND COND J NQBILIIY
¢ JAND SENS—I—B-I—L—I—IAFI-N—CDN.DLLCI- DA!IE MIGHT HAVE
B MARRK

'__HAVE BEEN HAPPY_AS HUSBAND AND WIFEE.

V2
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GRACE IN EPHESTANS

EPHESIANS IS A SPIRITUAL TREASURE CHEST.

ON OTHER OCCASIONS WE HAVE EXAMINED SUBJECTS
IN EPHESIANS SUCH AS HoLY SPIRIT, CHURCH,
LOVE, SAINTS, RICHES, WALK = ALL PARTS OF
THE BELIEVER'S WEALTH, WALK AND WARFARE.
RECENTLY THE WORD GRACE IN THAT EPISTLE

CAME TO MY ATTENTION. A PREACHER WAS
STUDYING THE SUBJECT OF GRACE, GOT SO
EXCITED THAT HE RAN OUT INTO THE STREET

AND ASKED THE FIRST PERSON HE MET: "WHAT

DO YOU THINK OF GRACE?"” THE RESPONSE WAS : ,
GRACE WHO? THE GRACE OF GOD - THAT'S WHO!

WE RECOGNIZE GRACE IN MOVEMENT (CF. ATHLETES

AND DANCERS). GRACE IN MANNERS (SOCIAL
GRACES). GRACE FROM THE MOUTH (KIND, TACTFUL

WORDS). IN THE BIBLE, JESUS WAS THE
PERSONIFICATION OF GRACE. (Luke 2:40,52;
Joun 1:14-17) THESE VERSES TEACH THE GRACE

OoF Gop wAs upoN Him, IN HiM AND EROM HIM.

LET US EXAMINE THE USAGE OF THE TERM GRACE

IN THE EPHESIAN EPISTLE.

[. GRACE AS A SIGNATURE - 1:2, 6:23-24

THIS IS THE GRACE OF GREETING. [T IS PART
oF PAUL’'S SIGNATURE. _A_SIGNATURE ON A
DOCUMENT PROVES ITS IDENTIFICATION AND THE
~LNVOL VEMENT OF THE SIGNATOR. FOR EXAMPLE,
ONE'S NAME ON A CHECK, DEED, LETTER OR NOTE
SUGGESTS HIS INVOLVEMENT IN THE TRANSACTION.
ONE MIGHT ASK IF WE, LIKE PAUL, HAVE_PUT
OUR SIGNATURE ON ANYTHING FOR Gobn! THE
TERM GRACE AND PEACE IS REVERSED AT THE END
OF THE LETTER. GRACE IS WHAT WE NEED. GRACE
LEADS TO PEACE. APART FROM GRACE MAN HAS NO
PEACE ”MAN IS BY NATURE AGAINST gon. PEACE
WITHIN” COMES FROM HAVING PEACE "WITH HIM.
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(Romans 5:1) WHAT 1s GRACE?  THE HEBREW
IDEA OF GRACE 1S TO BEND, STOOP OR REACH
DOWN TO SOMEONE. [T MEANS TO SHOW FAVOR OR
KINDNESS TO SOMEONE WHO DOESN'T DESERVE IT.
(GRACE IS FAVOR WITHOUT RECIPROCITY.
& CILLUSTRATION OF DINNER AT_HOME OF FRIEND -
How MucH Do I owe you?” THIS IS A FAUX PAS -
! #AN INSULT BECAUSE NO PAYMENT IS EXPECTED,
REQUIRED OR PERMITTED. COMMENT REGARDING
JIM McQUERREY AND A SINGER WHOSE FEE IS
$5000 PER CONCERT. SHE SANG IN CHURCH AS A
“wFAVOR TO A FRIEND - NO FEE BECAUSE IT WAS A
#mGRACE APPEARANCE.) (ILLUSTRATE MEPHIBOSHETH
TN SAMUEL 9. HE HAD DONE NOTHING TO. MERLT
FAVORABLE TREATMENT OF A REGAL NATURE. HE
COULD DO NOTHING TO GAkNsFAVOR YET HE
RECEIVED FAVOR FROM DAVID.

IT. GRACE FOR SUPPLY - 1:6-7

RICHES IS THE _KEY WORD IN_EPHESIANS. _IT
APPEARS IN 1:7, 18; 2:4,7; 3:8,16, It 18
THE GREEK WORD PLoUTOS. ComPARE II Cor. 8:9,
PHILIPPIANS 4:19 WHERE THE SAME WORD APPEARS.
MADE MAN RQQR. GRACE MAKES HIM RICH.
AN IS BORN IN SPIRITUAL BAGS AND MOVES TO
SPIRITUAL RICHES ONLY THROUGH CHRIST.

A BegtsGOD'S RICH GRACE HAS FLOWED OVER OUR LIVES.,

~wissing (OD'S GRACE AND GOD’'S GLORY GO TOGETHER.
?fg?g'“ THERE WAS SOMETHING DRAMATICALLY MISSING
Gol's foq IN THE SINNER'S_LIFE - THE GLORY OF GOD.
e ( 123) THE CHIEF END OF MAN IS TO
Ty Porpase. 0D AND ENJOY HIM FOREVER. GoD's
GLORY IS REVEALED THROUGH GRACE. QUESTION:
WHO GETS THE GLORY FROM YOUR LIFE AND MINE?
oy IN MORE CASES THAN NOT IT IS RESERVED FOR

US OR SOME OTHER HUMAN BEING - NOT Gop. _GoD
IN EVERY WAY BUT HIS RICHNESS IN GRACE

IS SPECIAL. |0 UNDERSTAND RICH IS TO UNDER-

STAND WORTH#. HOW MUCH IS FORGIVENESS OF SINS
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WORTH? W;RT\EOULD A PERSON PAY TO HAVE A
COMPLETELY CLEAN CONSCIENCE? (I PeTER 1:18)
GRACE DOES NOT COME TO US IN SMALL, SHALLOW

AMOUNT N OVERFLOWING TORRENTS. LIKE
v THE WE BRING NOTHING BUT SIN

AND FAILURE BACK TO THE FATHER'S HOUSE AND

RECEIVE NOTHING BUT KINDNESS AND GRACE.

IT1. GRACE FOR SERVICE _- 3:2,7,8 - 4:7

[N THIS CHAPTER, PAUL IS _PICTURED BOTH AS
PRISONER AND MINISTER. PAUL WAS IN NERO'S
PRISON - NEVER HIS PRISONER. [HE TERM
STEWARDSHIP SUGGESTS SERVICE. [T IS A
COMBINATION OF THE GREEK WORD HOUSE AND

LAW. A STEWARDSHIP IS THE LAW OR MANAGEMENT
OF A HOUSEHOLD. JOSEPH WAS SUCH A MANAGER.
WHEN A PERSON’S ESTATE WAS LARGE, ANOTHER
PERSON WAS HIRED TO OVERSEE THAT ESTATE

AND HE WAS ANSWERABLE TO THE OWNER FOR EVERY
ASPECT. GOD HAS DIFFERENT WAYS OF MANAGING
HIS PROGRAM ON EARTH AT DIFFERENT TIMES

IN HISTORY. |HESE PERIODS ARE CALLED
DISPENSATIONS. GOD GAVE PAUL GRACE TO PREACH
THE WORD OF GOD TO THE GENTILE WORLD. [HE
EPHESIANS IN LARGE PART HAD COME FROM COMMON
SLAVES TO UNCOMMON SONS OF Gop. PauL DID

NOT DECIDE TO BE A _DISCIPIE OR RLAN TO_PREACH,
GoD'S GRACE MADE IT POSSIBLE TO BE BOTH.

IV, GRACE FOR SALVATION - 2:8-9
THERE ARE AT LEAST Two BIBLE éégégf}HAT

MOST FOLK: |HEY—ARE—LOST
3 ﬁL‘—v‘Jb M
/i/é PEOPLE_ARE BORN LOST AND STAY LOST
NTIL AND UNLESS THEY GET . WUESTION:
J0 YOU UNDERSTAND JOHN E Igg ﬁ

{ OTICE, I DID
NOT ASK IF YOU CAN QUOTE IT OR IF YOU HAVE
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SEEN IT, BUT DO YOU UNDERSTANDNIT? IN ORDER
TO UNDERSTAND IT, YOU MUST SEE AND DEFINE

THE TERM PERISH. HAVE YOU EVER R
3:18? THE WORD PERISH IN THE TEXTNS.THE
SAME WORD TRANSLATED LOST I
AND_LUKE 15:24, THE PRODIGAL SON WAS: LQST
IN THAT HE WAS AWAY FROM HIS FAT ER'S~HOUSE

AND_OUT..OF . H1S EATE _EAY 0.BE LOST
"FAR “J“ANgEEAlglﬂﬁ IN SIN.

B)_PEOPLE GET SAVEDAE#&u;LﬂﬁI_ﬁEI_Ig”

ST. [HE QUESTION "ARE YOU SAVED{ IS
FTEN HEARD ON TELEVISION PROGRAMS WHERE SOME
UNDAMENTALIST FANATIC WHO APPEARS TO BE

-(SOARING THROUGH LIFE ON A KIND OF RELIGIOUS

HIGH, IDENTIFIED AS BELONGING TO A LUNATIC
FRINGE, SLINGS THE TERM SERVED AROUND EVERY
OTHER BREATH. WHAT DOES THE BIBLE WORD
SAVED MEAN? (MATT. 1:21, AcTs 4:12, AcTs
6:31, TiTus 3:5, Romans 10:13) THE BIBLE
SPEAKS OF A CONDITION AS SAVED. [T IS_SAID
TO BE A GIFT FROM GoD. [ WAS SAVED IN 1948
AND AM STILL SAVED = AND KNOW 17! You ANDJ
ARE TOO POOR TO EARN GoOD'S SALVATION AND HE
IS TOO RICH TQ CHARGE US FOR, 1T! QUESTION:
ARE YoU SAVED? ARE YOu SURE? ARE YOU
SHAKY? ARE YOU SCARED TO FACE THE QUESTION?
[T 1S SO SIMPLE THAT MEN STUMBLE OVER THIS
BiBLE FACT. WHEN THE ROLL, IS ALLED UP
YONDER - WILL You BE THERE? ((COMMENT
REGARDING VISIT WITH_KATHY LAYNE AND HUSBAND
MANY YEARS AGO — NICKEL OR DIME SENT BACK
FROM FLORIDA WITH A THANK YOU NOTE. SOME
YEARS AGO | READ THE TESTIMONY ofF D). JAME
KENNEDY WHO WAS SAVED BY LISTENING TO THE
LATE DONALD BARNHOUSE OVER THE RADIO,
KENNEDY HAD BEEN THE MANAGER OF A DANCE
STUDIO IN TAMPA, FLORIDA. AFTER HAVING SPENT
THE NIGHT AT A PARTY HE WAS AWAKENED
ON SUNDAY MORNING WHEN THE CLOCK RADIOQ
CLICKED ON THE VOICE OF A PREACHER. HE
REACHED OVER TO CHANGE THE STATION BUT
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STOPPED WHEN BARNHOUSE ASKED THIS PENETRATING
QUESTION: = “WHAT ANSWER WOULD YQU GIVE IF
DEATH HAD JUST CLAIMED YOU AND GOD SAID TO
5ﬁ@%‘f|3AT RIGHT HAVE YOU TO COME INTO My

VEN’ IF YOUR ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION
IS ANYTHING OTHER THAN.GRAGE AND GRACE ALONE,
THE ANSWER IS WRONG. MANY PEOPLE BASE THEIR
WORTH. OF HEAVEN ON. GOOD.WORKS, .A .GOOD NAME,
A GOOD DISPOSITION. AND A GOOD MANY OTHER
THINGS BUT THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF GRACE AS A
GIFT, SOMETHING THAT ONE RECEIVES AND THE
INITIATIVE IS GoD’S, NOT THE SINNER'S., [0
SUM UP HIS STATEMENT, PAUL MAKES IT VERY
CLEAR THAT BEING SAVED IS NOT A BRAGGING
MATTER. IF WE EARNED SALVATION, IT WOULD BE
WAGES DULY WORKED FOR. BECAUSE IT IS A GIFT
IT COMES BY GRACE - SOMETHING WE CANNOT WORK

FOR.
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THE DISCOVERIES OF PETER

MAN IS A DISCOVERER., HIS RESTLESS NATURE
CAUSES HIM TO REACH OUT FOR SOMETHING NEW,
FROM THE BEGINNING OF CIVILIZATION, MAN
HAS BEEN DISCOVERING THE WORLD AROUND HIM,
THE CONTINENTIS, ISLANDS OF THE SEAS
AT THE EXTREMITIES OF THE GLOBE.  HE HAS
GONE TO THE_IQPR_OF THE HIGHEST MOUNTAINS
AND TO THE ROTTOM OF THE DEEPEST SEAS [ODAY
IT IS A MAN ON THE_MQQN, TOMORROW A MAN ON
MARs., WITH TELESCOPE AND MICROSCOPE MAN

S LOOKED FOR NEW WORLDS TO DISCOVER.
PETER WAS A DISCOVERER. NOT IN THE PHYSICAL
SENSE BUT REGARDING SPIRITUAL LIFE AND
PRINCIPLES. WE WILL LIMIT OUR CONSIDERATION
TO THE BOOK OF ACTS AND CONSIDER FIVE
DISCOVERIES OF PETER IN THAT BOOK.

I. PETER DISCOVERED THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT
IS THE SOURCE OF THE BELIEVER'S POWER -
AcTs 2:34 f(/ ‘O

TExT: “ALL TOGETHER...ALL FILLED” THE WORD
TOGETHER 1S THE GREEK HOMO. MEANINGS OF
WORDS ARE DETERMINED BY USAGE AND THIS ONE
HAS A NEGATIVE CONNOTATION. HOWEVER, IT IS
A PERFECTLY GOOD WORD AND THERE IS A SAMENESS
OR COMMONALTY THAT_IS BOTH PERMITTED AND
PLEASING TO GoD. THESE EARLY BELIEVERS
WERE CONTROLLED BY THE HoLY SPIRIT. HE
IS MENTIONED OVER 50 TIMES IN THE BOOK OF
ACTS AND RECOGNIZED AS THE ADMIMLSIRAIOR OF
THE CHURCH, EARLY CHURCH LEADERS WERE
FILLED” WITH THE HoLY SPIRIT. PENTECOST
WAS THE PQWERHOQUSE OF THE INFANT CHURCH.
[T WAS SECOND IN IMPORTANCE ONLY TO CALVARY.
PETER, WHO HAD DENIED THE LORD IN SUCH A
COWARDLY MANNER ONLY A FEW DAYS BEFORE, WAS
TRANSFORMED THROUGH THE SPIRIT'S POWER.
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THESE WERE “GOD-INTOXICATED MEN.” GOD TOOK
UNLEARNED, UNSOPHIS N AND CHANGED
THE WORLD FOREVER. Eﬁéﬁf&%ﬁ%&ﬁﬂ:ﬂ MANY .
CHURCHES HAVE ADOPTED - P, :
BEBSDNALJIJ (2) _BURSF
(4) . (COMMENT ON E STATEMENT
TAKEN FROM TozER IN HIGHLAND PARK SERMON,)
WHEN IT COMES TO LEADERSHIP IN LOCAL CHURCHES
ALL TOO OFTEN MONEY TALKS AND THE VOICE OF
THE HoLy SPIRIT IS NOT SQUGHT. SOMEONE HAS
BIY_SEAT IN OUR CHURCHES
ATTESTS TO THE L CK OF POWER. WHEN GOD'S
PEOPLE ARE FH=iB WITH THE HoLY SPIRIT SO
WILL THE CHURCH BE_FILLED WITH SEEKING SOULS.
SIMPLY STATED, THE CHURCH WILL NEVER
ACCOMPLISH THECTASR3.GAD HAS GIVEN US UNTIL
WE DEPEND UPON THECTOOLS) GOD HAS GIVEN US!

I1. PETER DISCOVERED THAT PREACHING IS
PRIMARY IN REACHING THE-MASSES FOR
CHRIST - AcTs 2:14 /e 4c

“STooD UP...SPOKE oUT” PETER’S SERMON AT
PENTECOST IS ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE

EVER DELIVERED. [|HERE, HE DEMONSTRATED THAT
A PREACHER MAY NOT BE A GREAT MAN IN ORDER
TO PREACH A GREAT MESSAGE! THE THEME WAS
THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST AND HE CALLED FOR

agﬁ%glgugg AND THE_RESPONSE WAS 3000 1N
VERY GENERATION ATTEMPTS TO

-;uasTIIUIE SOMETHI"ﬂ;:m E FC EACHING,

-NTERTALNME R EXROSILION,.BLAY OVER

[s THERE A PLACE IN
BEMNARS, FILMS, VIDEOS, LITERATURE

DISCUSSION- GROUPS, SOCIAL GET-TOGETHERS --

CERTAINLY. \H§WEVER, THESE ARE SUPPLEMENTS

OF MINISTRY AND NOT SUBSTITUTES. IHEY MAY

REINFORCE BUT\\NOT REPLACE GOSPEL PREACHING.
N/
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AN INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH WILL NEVER REPLACE

A PREACHING CHURCH., HE WORLD WILL ALWAYS
N\ NEED BETTER SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, NURSING

HOMES FOR THE AGED, FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY,

MEDICINE FOR THE SICK, JOBS FOR THE UN-

EMPLOYED, BUT THESE WILL NEVER REPLACE GOSPEL

PREACHING, (GOD HAS MOVED CHURCHES, CLILLES ,

CQQHIRLE&.AND_CQMILNENIS THROUGH PREACHING

OF RIS WORD.

A+
(,'0/5”1W

HE WORD
OLISHNESS IS THE GREEK MOORIA FROM WHICH
é} WE GET THE ENGLISH WORD MORON. [HE NATURAL
_,,,Jf MAN LOOKS UPON THE GOSPEL AS FOOLISHNESS.
0D._LOQk DO AS THE SOURCE OF HIS POWER.
m.m-vnmma» WHEN THERE IS NO
OSPEL IN CHURCHES, THERE IS NO GLORY. THE
GLORY OF GOD ON EARTH SHOULD BE OUR HIGHEST
.y GOAL AND THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL HONORS
f Him, I*? LLOYD-JONES SAID IT WELL WHEN
HE SAID' HE BUSINESS OF PREACHING IS NOT
TO ENTERTAIN BUT TO LEAD PEOPLE TO SALVATION..

TO FIND GoD.” 7VVJ 5.2 al )
H1. PETER DISCOVERED THAT NORLDNIDE
A MISSIONS IS GOD’S PROGRAM FOR THIS

DISPENSATION - Acts 10:34-36

IN THIS CHAPTER, PETER A JEW, LEARNED THAT
GoD IS NO RESPECTOR. OF PERSONS AND DESIRES
THE GosPEL OF JESUS CHRIST BE PRESENTED TO
ALL MEN EVERYWHERE , (ACTS 10 43)

7™ THAT DOES NOT HAVE A MISSIONS FOCUS WILL
BECOME A MISSION FIELD. EVANGELISM IS NOT
SOMETHING IN WHICH THE CHURCH ENGAGES FOR
AN 8-DAY SPECIAL MEETING ONCE EVERY YEAR OR
TWO. [T IS THE EVERY DAY MISSION OF THE
CHURCH IN THE WORLD. ACROSS THE STREET

L
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AND ACROSS THE SEAS OUR TASK IS TO EVERY
PERSON EVERYWHERE. WHAT You AND [ BELIEVE
ABOUT MANKIND IS TERRIBLY, TERRIBLY
IMPORTANT. Do YOU BELIEVE THAT MEN ARE

LOST UNTIL FOUND BY JEsus CHrRIsT? (Luke
19:10) [F MEN ARE LOST WITHOUT HOPE AND
WITHOUT GOD THEN A SPIRITUAL CRISIS EXISTS
IN THIS WORLD FOR PEOPLE ARE PERISHING -
THEIR GREATEST NEED IS THE GOSPEL. FOR THAT
REASON, WE SEND OUR YOUNG PEOPLE, OUR
RESOURCES AND OUR PRAYERS TO THE ENDS OF THE
EARTH TO SEND THE GOSPEL LIGHT TO THE DARK
PLACES OF THE WORLD.,

IV. PETER DISCOVERED THAT WHEN THE CHURCH
PRAYS GOD ANSWERS PRAYER - Acts 12:5

THE_LEADERSHIP IN THE EARLY CHURCH WAS IN
GRAVE DANGER. SATAN WAS PICKING OFF PREACHERS
ONE AT A TIME. |HE CHURCH DID NOT HAVE
IMNREUENSE ENOUGH TO KEEP ITS LEADERS OUT OF
JAIL. THEY HAD 10 E,
THEIR ONLY RECOURSE W E!
(HEBREWS 4:16) WHEN ALL DOORS ON EARTH WERE
C THERE WAS AN DOOR IN HEAVEN.,
IMPLY STATED, PRAYER WAS THE TURNING POINT
IN THIS STORY. A PRAYING CHURCH WILL GET
ANSWERS FROM HEAVEN. [T WAS TRUE THEN,
IT IS TRUE TODAY. BY THE WAY, THE PRAYING
WAS INTENSE NT. I|HEY MEANT
BUSINESS. . 0D DO TO
7~ |L0SS OF LEADERSHIP
OFTEN DOES WHAT NOTHING ELSE WILL DO, IT
IS EASY TO DEPEND UPON ONE'S LEADERS - AND
NOT THE LORD. A PRISON EXPERIENCE MAKES
PRAYERS OUT OF BOTH PASTORS AND PEOPLE!
THE LORD DOES NOT ASK US TO DO HIS WORK
THE BEST WAY WE KNOW HOW AGAINST IMPOSSIBLE
opDS. HE ASKS US TO TRUST HLW EK HIS
DIRECTION AND DYNAMIC, ¢HUESTIONY CHURCH
LEADERS MIGHT ASK WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME
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WE SENT UP PRAYERS TO GOD AND RECEIVED

ANSWERS THAT COULD ONLY BE EXPLAINED AS
™ GoDp’sS HAND ON THE WORK? IT WAS NOT WORKED

QUT BUT RATHER PRAYED DOWN. KCOMMENT ON_

V., PETER DISCOVERED THAT MONEY IS NOT THE
CHURCH'S GREATEST NEED - Acts 3:5-6

PETER WOULD NOT HAVE MADE A VERY GOOD
TELEVISION EVANGELIST. WHEN ONE READS THE
BOOK OF ACTS THERE WEREZN@ FUND RAISING
PROGRAMS , _hi@. GIMMICKSL;ngkNTERTAINMENT;
BEGGING FOR JESUS. “PLEASE UNDERSTAND,

AM AWARE OF THE FACT THAT MINISTRY TAKES
MONEY  HOWEVER, THE PROBLEM ARISES WHEN
MONEY TAKES OVER THE MINISTRY! THE WORLD
IS GETTING THE IMPRESSION THAT MONEY IS

™ PRIMARY MOTIVE IN THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.
qEWEEE m THE

1

SH.QJJJ.D.NTI_&END SO MUCH TIME TALKING _AS _IF
edd WERE.. E LF-RIGHTEOUS

ABOUT TELEVISION MINISTRIES THAT BEG FOR
MONEY, OUR LOCAL CHURCH IS NOT IMMUNIE. Our
INDEBTEDNESS IS A MILLION DOLLARS. MANY
NEW_PEOPLE AND YOUNG FAMILIES WHO ENJOY
THESE FACILITIES FEEL.NO.BURDEN TO PAY FOR
THEM SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT HERE AT
THE BEGINNING. [T IS TRUE THAT WE NEED
OVER A HALF MILLION DOLLARS TO KEEP THE
DOORS OPEN EVERY YEAR, NOT COUNTING DAY
SCHOOL, DAY CARE EXPENSES. HOWEVER, BY DESIGN
WE DON'T SAY MUCH ABOUT IT. THAT DOES NOT

o) MEAN THAT THERE IS NOT AN UNHEALTHY PRE-

) OCCUPATION WITH DOLLARS. FOR EXAMPLE,
WHEN OUR BUDGET FALTERS, COMMITTEES AND
BOARDS GET VERY DIFFICULT. I[N THE PAsT 30
YEARS | HAVE PROBABLY ATTENDED SOMEWHERE
BETWEEN 3,000 anp 5,000 BOARD AND COMMITTEE

e
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MEETINGS AND THERE IS A RULE THAT PREVAILS
ALWAYS - THE LOWER THE OFFERINGS THE LONGER
THE MEETINGS. IN THOSE 30 YEARS [ HAVE
NEVER HEARD A LAYMAN DURING A FINANCIAL
CRISIS SUGGEST THAT THIS IS A MATTER FOR
PRAYER, HERE AND ‘NOW, FOR THAT GROUP., You
SEE, TOO MANY OF US CHRISTIANS BELIEVE AT
LEAST SUBCONSCIOUSLY THAT RAISING MomEY

BE THAT BUDGETS AND BUTLDING
ALWAYS THE PRIMARY CONCERN IN A LOCAL CHURCH?
PETER HAD NO MONEY, BUT HE STILL HAD SOMETHING
TO GIVE, LET US LEARN THAT OUR PRIMARY
RESPONSIBILITY IS TO SHARE THE GOSPEL OF
JESUS CHRIST WITH A SICK AND SORROWING
WORLD. PETER WAS MATERIALLY POOR YET RICH
IN FAITH AND NO PERSON_IS POOR WHO POINTS
MEN TO JEsUS CHRIST. THE STORY IS TOLD
How THOMAS AQUINAS CALLED UPON PoPE
INNOCENT ] WHEN HE WAS COUNTING A LARGE
SUM OF MONEY. “You SEE, THOMAS,” SAID THE
POPE, “THE CHURCH CAN_NO LONGER SAY, SILVER
AND GOLD HAVE [ NONE.” “TRUE, HOLY FATHER,"
SAID THOMAS, ' AND NEITHER CAN SHE SAY
ARISE AND WALK."

— A7
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| YOU AND I ARExggggLLIKE THE APOSTLE PETER THAN ANY OF
| THE OTHER 12 ES. WE SEE IN PETER A REFLECTION

| OF OUR OWN ‘ . PETER WAS THE
| _ﬁgygaa:%ﬁgt "E BIRTH AND OCCUPATION WITHOUT
UCATI TRAINING. AND YET, FEW MEN WERE MORE

DRASTICALLY CHANGED THAN WAS PETER. HIS LIFE MOVED
YASSALATION AND SPIRITUAL. PROBLEMS.TO. THAT-QE

FROM P
LMATURITY AND _CONEIDENCE. WHEN WE READ THE
WHICH HE WROTE, PETER IS NO LONGER A MAN OE_MANY MOODS

BUT RATHER ONE WHQ_EMNDURES SUEEFRING AND SPEAKS OF

' TODAYJ WE ARE
GOING TO STUDY BRIEFLY THE € LD PMENT OF

| SPIRLTUAL  DEVELOPMED
i THE APOSTLE PETER AND HOPEFULLY SEE A PARALLEL IN OUR

OWN CHRISTIAN LIFE.

I, GROWTH AND SPIRITUAL LIFE - Joun 1:40-42

| A PERSON CANNOT LIFE THE CHRISTIAN LIFE UNTIL HE HAS
| RECEIVED LIFE FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT. SIMPLY STATED,
‘ SPIRITUAL LIFE IS LIFE GIVEN TO THE BELIEVING SINNER

£™)BY THEaﬁiﬁ?‘ MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT,
| (COMPARE JOHN PEQOPLE _CANNOT L IVE THE CHRISTIAN
j’*w FHESNUMBERSONE=PROBEEM OF MANY

| ‘. _;CHURCHES IS THE ATTEMPT TO Dw ON EARTH WITH
‘ [HE FIRST STER IN ANYONES

| SPIRITUAL LIFE IS TO R
|
|

-SUS CHRIST AS LORD AND
SAVIOUR. THE CHURCH CANNOT HELP PEOPLE SPIRITUALLY;
PASTORS, SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS AND BOARD MEMBERS CAN-
NOT MAKE PEOPLE BETTER.
TO RECEIVE LIFE FROM GOD.

SHEMEED FOR EVERY SINNER IS

AND THIS IS WHERE WE MUST BEGEN. THE EMPHASIS OF THE

IS ON THIS VERY SUBJECT - LIFE.
a?ﬁ ﬁkg ET*??NAND THE LIFE es THE LIGHT OF MEN," -
JOHN 1:4, (coMPARE JoHN 5:15, 16, 5:24) "AND JESUS

|
i
SAID UNTO THE THEM, I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE; HE THAT
‘ COMETH TO ME SHALL NEVER HUNGERj AND HE THAT BELIEVETH
| ON ME SHALL NEVER THIRST. THRE THIEF
| COMETH NOT, BUT FOR TO STEAL, AND TO KILL, AND TO

DESTROY: I AM COME THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE LIFE AND THAT

JHEY MIGHT HAVE IT MORE ABUNDANTLY.

AND 1 GIVE UN EM ETER AL IFE+ 44 JO :
GIVEN

« (COMPARE ‘AS THO
| HIM POWER OVER ALL FLESH, THAT HE SHOULD GIVE ETERNAL
| LIFE TO AS MANY AS THOU HAST GIVEN HIM. AND THIS IS
| LIFE ETERNAL, THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THEE THE %Eby TRUE
| 0Dy AND JESUS CHRIST, WHQM THOU HAS SENT.' HN_17:
o 5-92 ?COMPARE ROMANS 6 Eg HBUT THESE ARE WRITTEN

ho 1 =
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‘ THAT YE MIGHT BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE
(TLON OF GOD; AND THAT BELIEVING YE,_MIGHT HAVE LIFE
(HROUGH HIS NAME, ) “AND THIS IS THE
| RECORD, THAT GOD H US ETERNAL LIFE, AND THIS
| LIFE IS IN HIS SON. HE THAT HATH THE SON HATH LIFE;
ND HE THAT HATH NOT THE SON OF GOD HATH NOT LIFE.'
“WHEN CHRIST, WHO IS OUR LIFE, SHALL
%PPEAR, THEN SHALL YE ALSO APPEAR WITH HIM IN GLORY.

SAW WHAT PETER WAS AND WAT HE WOULD BE. EMERXIHING
~BEGINS.WITH .ETERNAL LIFE.

. GROWTH AND_SPIRITUAL VALUES -
I1 ﬂéILﬁEW b 18 19

ON THIS MEMORABLE DAY, WHEN JESUS CALLED PETER INTO
CHRISTIAN SERVICE, HESDESCOMEBRER THAT THE SPIRITUAL
THINGS IN LIFE TAKE PRECEDENT OVER THE MATERIAL.
| FROM THIS DAY FORWARD ywebd-SHING—EOR_MEN WAS MORE
IMPORTANT TO PETER THANehdSHdNG.EQR.EISH, THE LORD'S
\ MBASMRE- OF EVERY MAN IS NOT NECESSARILY HIS SUCCESS
| IN BUSINESS OR HIS POPULARITY OR INFLUENCE IN SOCIETY.
™R LORD S MEASURE OF GREATNESS IS THAT OF SESGARMN
O THE _CAUSE QF CHRISI. I DO NOT MEAN TO ASSUME THAT -
| GOD (ALLS EVERYONE TO THE SAME TASK IN HIS SERVICE.,
| BUT EVERYTHING ELSE SHOULD BE SiGOMRMRY TO THE THINGS
' OF GOD. I THINK THIS CHALLENGE CAME AFTER THE EVENTS
IN JOHN I. PETER HAD MQuSRECIAL Skildues TO GIVE TO
JESUS. ALL HE HAD WAS A=WILLINENESS 1M,
THE LORD IS MORE INTERESTED IN OUR QBEE&E!SE THAN
OUR SKILIS. IT IS MY FIRM CONVICTION THAT THIS MOMENT
| OF DECISION COMES TO MOST BELIEVERS. FOR SOME IT COMES
| TOO LATE TO DO MUCH ABOUT IT. AFTER THE ACCUMULATION
| OF A CERTAIN NUMBER OF MATERIAL POSSESSIONS, WE SHOULD
i LEARN THAT THEY DO NOT BRING SATISFACTION AND PEACE
TO THE HEART.

L)

+  GENERAL WILLIAM
OOTH OF SALVATION ARMY FAME WAS ASKED ON ONE OCCASION
O TELL THE_SECRET OF HIS GREAT SUCCESS. HE ANSWERED,
GOD_HAS HAD ALL THERE WAS OF ME. THEREHAVE BEEN MEN

ITH .g____.EBA.REATER (NS, GREATER_OPPORTUNITLES THAN I, BUT
ROM THE DAY I HAD A VISION OF WHAT GOD COULD DO WITH
OOR OLD LONDON, I MADE UP MY MIND THAT ,GOD WOULD HAVE
(™\LL THERE WAS OF WI GREATNESS IN GOD'S

\

\

\ IN OUR YIELDEDNESS AND-SURRENDER TO
' HE WILL OF GOD. WE TEND TO FORGET THAT OUR BLESSED
|

ORD WILL TAKE_SECOND PLACE TO NOTHING AND NO ONE IN
OUR LIVES. _HE IS EITHER FIRST OR NOTHING! THIS WILL

L T



B e Tosey TS
Confession L Wreng
| ’EXPLAIN THE WIDE-SPREAD «
| AMONG SO MANY PROFESSING UHRISTIANS.,

OF WHEATON REVIVAL AND BOOK BY [HE RAYMOND EDMOND)
'(ILLUSTRATION OF MY CONVERSATION WITH

|

} EOR..SPIRIIUAL GROWTIH AND.DEVELQRMENT . THE MATTER

| SIMPLY STATED IS, EVERY CHRISTIAN HAS TO DETERMINE WHO
| IS GOING TO CONPROWwHIS=EFRE, WILL IT BE CHRIST OR

! OURSELVESY IF CHRIST IS IN CONTROL, OUR AMBITIONS,

| ACTIVITIES, STANDARDS WILL BE GEARED TO THE GLORY OF

| GOD AND NOT WITH THE METHODS AND PROGRAMS OF THE WORLD.,

ITT. GROWTH AND SPIRITUAL DECLINE - Luke 22:54-62

| 1

» NOT THE LEAST
OF WHICH WAS HIS FAILURE TO UNDERSTAND THE DECEITFUL-

|o_Q\ NESS OF THE FLESH Ww

TNJ(QS_

| NK.AB SeRATHER - THAN WHAT.GOD- THINK .PETER
Sed GOT NTO TROUBLE WHEN HE WAS PREOCCUPIED WITH SITUATION
RATHER THAN WITH GOD. THERE ARE MANY S#GNS OF
ﬁ§;r~ SPIRITUAL DECLINE IN THE LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN wL0SS
OF INTEREST IN T 7 ALINESSING s RANER scladeMdelc
o ?EEELEhE

AND NOT THE LEAS WHICH TS A_EARMLNE_ME TO THE FOR(ES
WHICH OPPOSE CHRIST! RIST

PIRITUALLY WILL HAVE A STRANGE AFFINITY FOR THOSE. WHO
§1wlugwgaxlgug THE SAD PART ABOUT THIS

PIS DE IN PETER' S LIFE WAS THAT HE WAS THE LAST-F0
!" OUR BACKSLIDING IS USUALLY OBVIOUS TO OUR
FEﬂ&LY; OUR FRIENDS, OUR PASIQR, BUT WE ARE USUALLY
OBLIVIOUS TO THE DEGREE OF OUR SPIRITUAL DECLINE,
IT IS NOT UNTIL ONE HITS THE BOTTOM, SO TO SPEAK, THAT
HE 1S SUDDENLY AWARE OF THE EXTENT OF HIS FALL. _SELF-
JUSTIFICA IS USUALLY BACKSLIDERS PRIMARY WEAPON,
“TT IS NOT UNTIL WE SEE OUR UTTER FAILURE BEFORE THE
LORD THAT THERE WILL BE ANY REPENTANCE AND RESTORATEON
IV, - JOHN 21:15-17

PETER'S. REJECTION OF CHRIST HAD BEEN PiBls€ AND THREE-
FOLD IN NATURE. THE SAVIOUR'S RESTORATION OF PETER
WAS IN THE SAME VAIN, NAMELY, THREE-FOLD IN NATURE.
THREE TIMES PETER HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO AFFIRM HIS

- ¢amLOVE FOR CHRIST. I DO NOT KNOW THE DEGREE WHICH
JPETER UNDERSTOOD OUR LORD S LESSON BUT I THINK WHAT
JESUS WAS TRYING TO GET PETER TO SEE IS THAT LOVE IS

1
l

| |
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THE.CHLEE MOTIVE FOR. CHRISTIIAN SERVICE . THE MEASURE

OF PETER S LOVE WOULD BE HIS GARE- FOR THE LORD S SHEEP,
(™ ONLY LOVE FOR CHRIST WILL ENABLE AN uw~npts SHEPHERD

TO MINISTER TO THE NEEDS OF THE SHEEP. LET ME
INTERJECT A NECESSARY WORD ON THE SUBJECT OF LOVE.
LIKE MANY GREAL.DQCIRINAL_TRIITHS IN THE WORD OF GOD
OVE_HA ) 7 [LY, IT IS THE THEME OF
_FBERALS NEO=EVANGELTCAES., THEY FAIL TO UNDER-
STAND THAT LOVE IS THE ON THE PLANT OF
CHRISTIANITY BUT THE ROQTS OF THAT PLANT MUST BE
IN THE-DQCIRINES QE_GOD S _WORD. ANY KIND OF LOVE
DEVOID OF A DOCTRINAL BASIS IS NOT LOVE IN THE BIBLICAL
SENSE OF THE WORD BUT RATHER PURE SENTIMENTAEESM, IF
WE ARE GOING TO SERVE CHRIST ACCEPTABLY WE MUST LOVE
HIM PRIMARILY. .MOTIVATION IS THE BASIS FOR ALL
SERVICE. IF LOVE IS NOT THE MOTIVATION THEN OUR
SERVICE IS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO CHRIST.

V. GROWTH AND SPIRITUAL PQOWER - acts 2:14, 41

ON THE DAY OF PENTACOST, PETER LEARNED THAT THE HOLY
SPIRIT IS THE SOURCE OF THE BELIEVER'S POWER. THIS
CHAPTER MARKS THE BEGINNING OF_A NEW ERA, NOT ONLY IN

™ CHURCH HISTORY BUT IN THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF PETER.
PETER WAS A VERY ORDINARY WHOM THE SPIRIT OF GOD
FILLED AND USED“TN A VERS THE CHURCH
“DOES NOT NEED NOR WILL IT EVER HAVE ANOTHER ,
PENTACOST, THIS DAY WAS AND ALHLSIORICAI DAY ON GOD'S
CALENDAR. HOWEVER, THE CHURCH DOES NEED THE POWER=OF
THE HOLY SPTRIT MANIFEST IN THE CHURCH TODAY. IF THE
OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTIC OF THE EARLY CHURCH WAS ITS
GREATPOWER bbbl FNES Sy B DU T STANDING—CHARACTER - ST

e
LETHECHURCH. TODAY. 1S 1TS POWERLESSNESS IN ITS MOST
DESPERATE HOUR. TOO MANY TIMES WE ASSOCIATE SPIRITUAL

POWER WITH SOME KIND OF BeSTATdl—EMOTIONAL EXRERLIENCE ,
IT IS POSSIBLE FOR A MAN TO BE POWERFULLY USED OF GOD

COMPARE TO THE IDEA OF RECEIVINGX=RAVSHREATMENT)
GREAT CARE SHOULD BE EXERCISED IN SEEKING POWER IN
OUR OWN PERSONAL CHRISTIAN LIVES OR SPIRITUAL POWER
IN A CHURCH. GOD WILL BLESS WITH RENEWED SPIRITUAL
POWER ANY CHURCH OR PERSON WHQ WILL RENOUNCE-SLN N
THE LIFE, DETERMINE. TO DO GOD'S WILL

(_ABOYVE.EVERYTHING.ELSE, AND BELIEVE THAT GOD WILL
(™ DO"WHAT HE HAS PROMISED TO DO. WE ARE NOT TOLD TO
STRAIN EVERY NERVE AND BEND EVERY EMOTION SEEKING
POWER IN OUR LIVES, WE ARE TOLD TO YIELD TO THE HOLY
SPIRIT AND HE WILL EMPOWER. A WORD OF CAUTION SHOULD

IDCD AL
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@ RE SAID WITH REFERENCE TO A CHURCH FAMILY AND HINDERING

THE BLESSING OF GOD UPON A LOCAL CHURCH. THIS IS NOT
MENTIONED MUCH IN CONTEMPORARY TIMES BUT IT NEEDS TO BE

STRESSED OVER AND OVER. (COMPARszigPORéﬁc CLéENA N
AND HIS OBSTRUCTION AT BURR OAK) is Laﬂ” taif.
- ngs 10:9-15
Acksi st
ON THIS MEMORABLE O ASION/EEXEﬁED THAL.WORLD-WIDE

IS GOD'S PROGRAM FOR THIS AGE. GOD MAKES NO
DISTINCTION CONCERNINE RAGE=OR.COLOR; HIS WILL DURING
THIS DISPENSATION IS THAT wistsmiEd HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY
TO HEAR THE GOSPEL AND\BE SAVED., PETER LEARNED THAT

GOD_S-PROGRAM_LS.I0 CACL OUT FROM THE NATIONS OF THE
WORLD A PEOPLE FOR HIS\E?ME SAKE AND THAT HE WAS

VITALLY INVOLVED IN THAT\ PROGRAM,

MISSTONARY- CONFERENCE NE WAY TO SHOW LNTEREST IN
MISSIONARY ACTIVITY IS TO\GIVE SOME TIME_TQ _CONSIDERING
THE FIELDS OF THE WORLD, IN PETER'S SPIRITUAL GROWTH

WE MAY SEE OUR OWN. GOD HELP US TO EVALUATE OUR

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT AND SEE IF WE ARE PROGRESSING

€ IN A STEADY FASHION,

M sstms Uiy
\/@/&o" £o
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. RoBERT K. SPRADLING FEBRUARY 5, 1989

VICTORY THROUGH CHRIST
[ CorINTHIANS 15:57

LoweLL THOMAS, FAMOUS FORMER RADIO NEWSCASTER,

SAID IN HIS BIOGRAPHY OF CoL. [. E. LAWRENCE,

THAT THE JOINT OPERATION OF THE BRITISH AND
ARABLAN FORCES IN PLANNING AN

TING THE TURKIS
_iiﬁgfﬂﬂTjﬁﬁEE_KND'BRm:g _
OF THE TURKISH EMPIRE IN LES AN_A_MONT}
THIS WAR THAT TOOK PLACE IN IS CONSIDEREI

FANCY. AND NOT FACT BY MANY AMERICANS. THEIR
ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE CONFLICT IS LIMITED TO

ST "RABIAN DESERT TO RAISE
FIRST HE HAD -
\OA\,"‘" ‘.’.. N i

EXCEPT CAMEL RIDERS. HE WAS SEEKING TO
RALSE_AND EQUIP AN ARMY IN A COUNTRY WITH
(OIMANU JRING, RESOURCES THAT PRODUCED
LITTLE OF ITS OWN FOOD AND LIVED WITH A
CHRONIC WATER-SHORTAGE. AS A MATTER OF FACT,
THEN, WATER HOLES_WERE SOME 5.DAYS_APART

BY CAMEL.TREK.  THERE WERE (NQ#LAWS OR
'GOVERNMENTAL. FORCES TO HELP, HE COUNTRY WAS
IN LARGE MEASURE MADE UP OF BEDOUIN TRIBES,
SEPARATED BY GENERATIONS OF BLOOD-FEUD,
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ATLON.. THE
AR RECORD IN THE BIBLE wA GALILE
"WHO DIED BEFORE HIS 34TH BIRTHDAY
AMASSED THE hﬂﬁiiﬁi.ﬁ%*X EVER_ASSEMBLED IN
THE PAGES OF HUMAN HISTORY., THAT ARMY
CONTINUES TO MOVE THROUGH THE WORLD TODAY
= WITHOUT: R 5 B Bob s e e -. ) BR DISHIL /-2
~ AND-1S_HELD 0‘“ HER BY A COMMQN
 LOYALIX-CALLED FAITH IN Jesus CHRTS'
“THE TRONY 1S THAT HE, WHO WAS THE V.
OF AN ANGRY CROWD OF RELIGIOUS BIGOTS
_BECAME THE MICTOR. OVER SIN ON OUR

"PLANET .
POLITICAL ARFNA IS SURE. HE WORD VICTORY
IS USED IN APPROXIMATELY A DOZEN PLACES IN
THE ENTIRE BIBLE EVEN THQUGH THE IDEA APPEARS
MORE OFTEN., IN THE OLD TESTAMENT IT IS
PRIMARILY WITH REFERENCE TO WARFARE.
" NEw TESTAMENT THE WORD FOR VICTORY IS
E HAVE NAMED EVERYTHING FROI
UN £ WITH THIS WORD,

TRANS-

,_l DCOME CONGQL ROKR r E“E‘II.'F-L-_ '
"’i‘iﬁum.;mﬁﬁnmemi D JESUS CHRIST GAILN
ll -.\ H ROSS AND WHA O = A
0._DO._W N THE /88F CENTURY

LET us EXAMINE JUST THREE SPECIFIC REFERENCES
WHERE THE WORD VICTORY APPEARS IN THE BIBLE.

[. THE VICTORY OF JUSTICE ON EARTH -
MaTT. 12:20

THIS VERSE HAS ESCAPED MY ATTENTION FOR MANY
YEARS BUT THAT IS ALSO TRUE OF THE COMMENTAR-
1ES | cONSULTED! IT IS A QUOTATION OF

JESus FROMW. BotH THE NIV AND

. vanT= ChmsT
s fen vstiie o e ninT

Ml et e o niats 4~ Shuts
e T bt ﬁ;— Vs ~ MMMM‘LGQ“U




| . _3_ ¢ Ll.'mf‘*d. .]JL,,U\;“ES wick

4 THE NASY TRANSLATE AS FOLLOWS . . .+
DS JUSTICE TO VICTORY.”
DESCRIBES WH SIAH IS LIKE _ ROPHETIC

et

R- OF THE WEAK., JUSTICE IS OFTEN

___A STRANGER ON EARTIM. MEN SPEAK OF ITS
IMPORTANCE AND IN SOME MEASURE SEEK TO BRING

‘éaQ~ﬂﬁ&!rMﬂRLDIHLDE_JuDﬁMENI-IQHABD—IHE.NAIJDNS.
JEWS . ESSIAH WIl| ESTABLISH JUSTICE |
ﬁ el SRELGN WILL BE CHARIE\ETERIZED

0
BY RIGHTEQUSNESS AND NOT WRQ

I1. THE VICTORY OF THE BELIEVER OVE
N THE WORLD - I Joun 5:4
ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE, THE BELI

THREE PRI NEMIE .__..._-.._ |
() SRR (3) QB T JORN 2. 45

ADMON ISHES THE

& F“‘d -l' '.} ) Z(&/%///M&A &“" "/ ./J
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\_ YoruD. Lokt

~

|
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|
FOUR DIFFER 'WORDS TRANSLATED
WORLD IN THE NEwW TESTAMENT:

(1) GE - THE PHYSICAL PLANET

(2) OIKQMQENE - THE INHABITATED OR
POPULATED WORLD

(3) AION - AN ERA OR PERIOD OF TIME

X)) Kostos

~~WORLD.SYSIEM: (Kogr } o5 )

WTHE BELIEVER IS NOT TO LOVE
0 OF OVERCOMING IS THAT

HINGS WHOSE

- THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE OR
THE

- To A ss wasd . Cravim
(1) MoNEY OR FORTUNE - %kmpiiL...snaL;i<fJLJ
(2) |: RPAar - 82 ﬂ%"{ﬁ
-4%— 7e {"“-K“-‘qd—/\_ MM‘ MAM:PVA&

PYPArvE UL -

0 (3) POWER—;igﬁéfﬁgﬁﬁéfﬁfzj sfbA&,m?.ﬁzzf/
_Sen8und santt 8 \oae .

(4)  PLEASURE s 2422; AV N

e PALET s
- = ! .
(5) wERLDE Hg:\\(‘t:-—s W"f” /f (L%{" P

:2 o T /i & (Q-J—,( LL*.-KJ |
. ﬁmul'fZak;é{«“ (/L{ML el Ay — |
( \ ) A

ct;Lp_,\'_,t »Z’»?‘
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THE TEXT STATES THAT GENUINE SONS OF
GOD OVERCOME THE WORLD, A PERSON DOES
™ NOT OVERCOME THE WORLD HE IS NOT A TRUE
SON. FOR EXAMPLE, A Of
() R A

OMPARE
_ -nm-ur}) "PROBLEM VERSE:
il REV ATION TTS VERSE JOHN 1S

;ﬁ:’j STATING ACT, TRUCTURING A FAILURE.
THOSE WHO @ - [T 1S NOT A 14
pess B |7 s A , IS HOW BELIEVERS WILL
Edta EHAV .

‘..

"TTT?SQ
[1I, THE VICTORY OVER DEATH - -~
I CORINTHIANS 15:54-57 « Rwecte Pt

THERE IS NO STING
8 CONDEMNED. (RomANS 8 1)
THE BELIEVER IS NOT
AS RELATED TO
- THIS WORD

BUT TH

ERSE 58 =
£ : |

“STRIKES WITHOUT
DISCRIMINATION LEAVINGJ&LRQHS AND .
N ITS PATHs FEVERY NEWSCAST SEEMS TO BRING
IORE BAD NEWS ABOUT DEATH. PLANE_CRASHES,
RAIN WRECKS, EARTHQUAKES,. .HEAR
TOMOBILE ACCIDENTS - THEYH
JEATH INVADES FAMILIES, (ESTFRTEND ;\Fch

\ - UR LIVES_FOREVER., _GEORGE' 4/
PN :+ "THE STATISTICS ON |
’ EATH ARE QUITE IMPRESSIVE. ONE_OUT OF ONE

~DIES.” DEATH 1S THE_COMMON 1 QT OF ALL
THINGS - MEN, ANIMALS, PLANTS - ALL DIE.

\ -
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[:EEQBEEWBM§E§_§A£DJ "] DON'T BELIEVE IN
DEATH. HIS MAN WHO PORTRAYED HIMSELF
S GOD IN A FAMOUS FILM WHO HAS LIVED PAST
0 YEARS OF AGE WILLZ"NOT GBF OUT OF THIS

A
9
WORLD,_ALIVE, D _ AND US.
wgggégéngALLED DEATH "o, . THE_KING OF |
I HE WAS RIGHT., IT IS ONE OF MAN'S

GREATEST FEARS. (Jor 18:14) BECAUSE DEATH

IS A FEARFUL EXPERIENCE, MEN TRY TO!

AND T OING, THEY O

FAIL : »  EVER

SCRIPTURE, MEN ARE E AGED TO
DEATH KNOCKS AT THE DOOR,
AND MAYBE SOONER THAN WE , DEATH

WILL COME.  THE REALITY OF DEATH IS ONE
REASON WHY wldeMiSHRANGCECOMPANIES ARE SO BIG
FOR THE BELIEvsﬁ DEATH NEED

OT BE A MATTER OF DESPAIR. {/VANCE NER
SATBD-MANY OF US WILL MEET _FOR THE (FIRS-

Bl AS—RF1 RS NE _WIL]L NEVER MEET FOR

HE (LASTPTIME: HEAVEN IS A PREPARED PLACE
FOR A PREPARED PEOPLE BUT
ARE_REQUIRED BEF AT
RESERVATIONS ARE R (RECENTLY
TALKING TO A SALESPERSON W RAVELS ALL
OVER THE WORLD AND STAYS ON A REGULAR BASIS
IN SOME OF THE FINEST RESORIS, HOTELS AND
EATS IN THE FINEST RESTAURANTS KNOWN TO
MAN, HIS COMMENT, "THE_MOR RAVEL.. TH
MORE [ ‘ 0_BE_HQWM OR_THF B ER,

ERE IN

LE A AL 1S QLR __LIOME |
T s o e -

VICTORY OVER.NEATL IS R 'ND US AND AHEAD
OF US, @Rt A IFONSIDE USED TO TELL THE
STORY OF A SHOP IN/HIS PARTICULAR TOWN THAT
CLOSED, ONE DAY, WHILE WALKING THROUGH

N THE DOWNTOWN SECTAION, HE NOTLCED A NEW SIGN
IN THE WINDOW - CQLOSED FO PANS, THE
OWNER HAD SUSPENDED BUSINESS ORDER TO
RENOVATE THE STORE., SOMETIME DAJER, A SIGN

B .‘ . e/"’-'l" v s |
e g )
.: . il . > i
\ jﬁf;g>fsz;nﬁ§/z~¢L5W;Z*ak‘H}/%q,h’.,,ﬁhs:Q y
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APPEARED IN THE WINDOW "OPEN FOR BUSINESS.”
THERE 1S A SENSE IN WHICH WHEN THE BELIEVER
DIES HE CLOSES HIS TIME ON THIS PLANET FOR
REPAIRS. [|HE REPAIRS INCLUDE A NEW BODY
AND WE OPEN FOR BUSINESS ON THE OTHER SIDE
IN THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST.

Zvar < i}'-AJL.

p—

D"""ﬂ :""w / QJ .v"é v R et

- 2 6
frﬁm/’_/l Lo

oy ift. Adeedls
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Hod T3
IT WILL NEVER HAPPEN

THERE ARE SEVERAL THINGS ABOUT CHURCH LIFE
THAT WILL NEVER HAPPEN.

(L) NEVER HAVE EVERYBODY_Q,N_T_LME AT THE

SAME TIME.\ (% cck e )
(2) NEVER HAVE THE .EB.D.N.L&LS FILLED UP
FIRST.

(3) NEVER HAVE PEOPLE MOVE TO THE cﬁu%gs
QE_THE _PEW FIRST LEAVING THE OUTSIDE
VACANT, ©. S

- L w“’\w'

(4) NEVER HAVE APSERVICE WHERE THE

(5) NEVER HAVE THE TEMPERATURE AND SQUND
RIGHT FOR EVERYONE,

(6) NEVER HAVE THE PASTOR FINISH HIS
MESSA§5 #&T 12 0'CLOCK SHARP,

e
(7) NEVER HAVE A_STANDING QVATLLON BY
THE CONGREGATION AT THE END OF THE
SERVICE. (Jota ot &orr Opt — Uswsol. bo = )

gHESE THI IMPLY WILL NEVER HAPPEN!

THE WORD EV[E}APPEARS MANY TIMES IN THE

BIBLE. NEW TESTAMENT, THE WORD
EVER IS OFTEN EXPRESSED BY THE USAGE OF

™BOUBLE NEGATIVE, THAT IS TWO GREEK
PARTICLES COMBINED FOR THE PURPOSE OF
ENPHASTZING DENIALS OR PR

e -
N it 55 M g i 4 Y e W 1 ) o 1 e e
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(I) GOB.WILL NEVER LET ANLHILD OF HIS

BE [OST - REVELATION
~ ¥ §§§§§%> Py
IN CHAPTER 3, VERSES 5 AND 12 SPEAK TO /&

P AND

THIS QUESTION. ALSO, THROUGHOUT THE
SCRIPTURE THERE ARE MANY VERSES REGARDING
THE . OF THE_S JOHN_6:37 g~
108 2 HILIPPIANS 1: Q;EROMANS 8:39, @
SOME PEOPLE REACT TO DOCTRINE OF p
SECURITY BECAUSE EXEE

*LORD.
SEVERAL
EVERY FAMILY, EVEN GOD'S FAMILY , HessE
_PROBLEM CHILDREN Sons HAS
e _

NOT EVERY FAMILY AND EVERY CHILD IS _WELL-
,  PAUL REMINDED

THE HEBREWS THAT GOD
ALL OF HIS CHILDREN., (i y‘ 2:6)
VERSE TEACHES THAT .EVER RECTED

IN ORDER THAT HE BE NOT CONDEMNED WITH THE
WORLD. GOD CHASTENS HIS OWN CHILDREN - NOT
THE DEVIL 87CHILDREN. _THE STISEMENT OF

PROFESSION AND POSSESSION' ARE TWO DIFFERENT
ERS,  JESUS %ﬁ%§§§0F PEOPLE WHO CLAIMED
TO BE DISCIPLES, LOOKED LIKE DISCIPLES,

WANTED TO BE IDENTIFIED AS DISCIPLES.
"NOT EVERYONE TH

Y RD, SHALL ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF

-

ILL _QF MY

FATHER WHICH IS IN HE
ME_IN THAT DAY, LORD IQRDT_HAMF WE_NOT

(::) BRORHESIFD IN THY NAME? AND IN THY NAME

HAME—GASI—%%EZ?EEQQ§? AND_IN THY NAME _

Y
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£

DONE MANY WONDERFUL WORKS? AND THEN WILL
P I PROFESS UNTO THEM;_l,NEVER KNEW_YOU:

L i

_ [ WAS INDEED A
WORKER OGF INIQUITY! THERE IS A SIMPLE
BIBLE FACT THAT CHILDREN BEAR THE
OF THEIR PARENTS. PRODIGAL SONS MAY SPEND
SOME TIME IN A HOG PEN BUT HE WILL NOT
STAY THERE. SHEEP DON'T LIﬁE MUD., ORESAupey™
f wsSTeH"
II. THOSE WHO ﬂgngIP THINGS WILL NEVER
—~ BE SEIISFIED UR SAFE EVELATION 18:7£2

B : ( See TR st /
REVELATION SP HE ALL OF A
FUTURE ¢ %
CALLED : E  IT wiC FOREFRONT
- URE OF THE CHURCH., CHAPTER 17

S OF THE RELIGIOUS COLLAPSE OF THE
‘ SYSTEM WHILE 18 SPEAKS OF THE C AL
AND POLITICAL COLLAPSE. IT WAS IN

» AN AGRICULTURE AND PASTORAL
PEOPLE, LEARNED TO TRADE AND GAINED BOTH
~J3  DESIRE AND SKILL AS MERCHANTS, THIS FUTURE

ORLD-WIDE SYSTEM WILL DRAW KINGS AND

f=—="- MERCHANTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD WHO WILL

/£:2-7 WORSH T THE%. VERSES 2
~—— THROUGH 7 “LIKE A N, THIS
—— POLITICAL AND COMMERCLIAE=SXSTEM WILL BE
DEALT WITH BY GoD, sums UP THE
BIGH LIVING OF PRIDE AND ARRQOGANCE OVER
MATERIAL THINGS. THE "QUEEN COMPLEX"” THAT
DECEIVED BABYLON INTO BELIEVING IT COULD
SURVIVE SORROW AND DEATH WAS WRONG,
«  BABYLON BEL NEY COULD SOLVE ALL ITS
PROBLEMS. € 4 ))THE THINGS WHICH MEN

LUSTED FOR, THOSE D EP SEATED CRAVINGS
AND DRIVES FOR MORE ARE UNSATISFYING,

1EELAJ£11 GL_;5%94-
Mo Siistiol (
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THE WORI@MLN.LL TRANSLATED “SUMPTUOUS

THINGS"™ AND REFERS TO THE SWEET MORSELS OF
(™ __THE MOUTH SO ENJOYED BY THE GOURMET. THE
ORDEQODLY LITERALLY MEANS "BRI 5
V47~ AND 1S USED IN SCRIPTURE TO ﬁEEE%#%EIﬂlHEL
ORG , GAY OR BRIGHT APPAREL AND
IN ACTS 10:30 TO DESCRIBE ANGELS APPAREL.
ALSO IT DESCRIBES THE BEAUTY OF A RIVER

AND THE BRIGHTNESS OF A STAR. THIS VERSE
SPEAKS OF A UNIVERSAL GOING OUT OF BUSINESS

SALE WHEN GOODS ARE GONE FOR GOOD. THE
A\;r/c RTED LITERALLY IS TRANSLATED

(COMPARE THE DRABNESS OF PR
APPAREL.)  VERSES 21 THROUGH 23 THE WORD
PIPERS REFERS TO FLUTISTS. THIS VERSE

SPEAKS OF
I 'STOPPED

\
PVew
‘ \‘ J .
|

‘ @ D COMMERCIAL FUNC L1LUINOS W

PEOPLE WHO KNEW THE PRICE OF*EVER*
AND THE VALUE OF NOTHING WILL_ELL
A \" ON OR HA

OF CIVILIZATiON AND PEOPLE WHO SEEK TO FIND
SATISFACTION AND SECURLLY APART ERQM GQD.

m

k! y
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II1. GODNWILL NEVER EET ANYONE IN'O
4EAV: WHOSE NA 'HE
M AMB'SSBOOK OF LIFE - ,Reve :3C2))

THIS CHAPTER,DEALS WITH THE .ETERNE ATt
IT IS THE EF8%Y MAJOR DIVISTON OF THE BOOK
OF REVELATION. (EXPLAIN OUTLINE) THIS
CHAPTER DESCRIBES A CITY 1500 MILES SQUARE,
DESIGNED BY GOD, SPOKEN OF IN SCRIPTURE AS

- THE ABODE OF THE SAINTE AFTER DESCRIBING
IT AS THE PLACE WHERE GOD HIMSELF WILL DWELL
WITH HIS PEOPLE, ALL+OF. FTHE-EMOTEONS
ASSQCIATED. WITH SIN-WILL BE GONE. THERE
WILL BE NO MORE RLES ,

-

EFHEY WILL NEVER
M CLAss-
BE [N THAT

_FUNERAL HOMES , :
RISE AGAIN, ALso, INQ
FICATION OF THOSE WHO
ETERNAL CITY.

' -~~~ _TO THE FOUL-MOUTHED,

"%, "IN CHARACTER AND DESIRES( %

“+_ WILL BE MURDERERS IN HEAVEN, LIKE DA

" AND MQSES., BUT ONES WHO HAVE BEEN F‘E‘IVEN
AND WHO DID NOT PRACTICE THIS LOW VIEW OF

ND THE SANCTITY OF LIFE,

IS ANOTHER WORD FOR FORNICATION
6344§g§é§£g.. PHARKANOIS THE

ANS FALSE ONES.
DEATH REFERS TO A STATE OF DEATH

AS OPPOSED TO LIFE., DEATH IN ITS BASIC

MEANS 1S SEPARATION FROM Goqagaméﬁggmn“ggAIﬂ

(REVELATION 20 6) ONE WORD APPEARS OVER AND

il
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APTER. IT'S THE WRD

THE CENTRAL FIGURE

OVER IN THIS C
THE LAMB OF GOD

STRESSES THE FACT
TER H_AV

DEPENDS UPON ONE'S RELATIONSHIP TO GOD S
SON, THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. MOST PEOPLE
UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE THE FACT THAT

WE ARE NQF==READY FOR HEAV UR PRESENT
CONDITION, ONE MUST BE &gg;gﬁ[g BE_F1I
FOR N, THAT CHANGE M AKE PLACE
ARTH BEEQRE_EEAIH IN ORDER TO BE
. (II Cor, 5:17)
(RELATE S%QNDEATHE AND WAGQN))
G

R
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