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BUT WE ADULTS OFTEN WEER OVER TRIELES AND
ARE CARELESS ABOUT ~EREASURES - SO SAYS

SQNGSTER. MANY ADULTS HEAR THESE WORDS:
- AND

( S_OWN SOUL
PAY NO ATTENTION TO THE SPIRITUAL VALUES IN

@

Py

LIFE WHATSOEVER., -SANGSTER ALSO TELLS THE

"STORY HOW THAT ON 14, 1912 THE

TiTANIC SANK IN THE MID-ATLANTIC. HE TELLS
OF A CERTAIN WOMAN.WHO SNATCHED THREE ORANGES
AND STUCK THEM—_IN-HER-PQCKET WHEN IT WAS
OBVIOUS THE BOAT WAS GOING TO SINK., HER
MONEY, JEWELS, FURS~AND S WERE

_LEFT IN HER STATEROOM, AN HOUR BEFORE THAT
LINER HAD STRUCK THE ICEBERG, HER VALUES
WOULD HAVE BEEN CENTERED ON EVERYTHING

EPT_ORANGE HOWEVER,_" _IHE _FACE.

'SEE ED To'BE”iM TANT‘Hou-‘***‘{-E WAS NO
LONGER IMPORTANT._IN A SENSE, THAT 1S WHAT

HAPPENS WHEN A PERSOers CONVERTEQ._ '_SE S

MAYBE FOR THE FIFST ””?*;’N HIS LIFF., YOUNG

PEOPLE AND ADULTS NEED TO LEARN THE RIGHT

ESTIMATE ON PHYSICAL ATTRACTIVENESS AND
BEAUTY, [HESE PHYSICAL ATTRIBUTES ALONE

DO NOT MAKE FO? A WELL-ORDERED BALANCED
MATURE LIFE. [HE MORAL CHARACTERISTICS OF
GOODNESS AND SPIRITUAL MATURITY ARE VITALLY
IMPORTANT. A YOUNG PERSON IS NOT SAFE IN

A HOME WHERE HE IS TAUGHT A SET OF WRONG
VALUES! QssasinZe_

1. S H0T S N HE RUNS WITH
WRONG CROKD

, AN ARTICLE APPEARED IN THE
CHARLESTON EVENING PAPER TELLING OF A DEATH
OF A LOCAL GIRL WHOSE EODY WAS FOUND IN
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, HER MOTHER, THROUGH

t/
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HER TEARS, RELATED HOW THIS YOUNG GIRL HAD

~ GOTTEN IN WITH THE WRONG CROWD WHICH

' EVENTUALLY TOOK HER-FAR.EROM HOME AND TO HER
GRAVE. OUNG PEOPLE OFTEN COMPLAIN OF THE

IPLINﬁ AND. RES: PUT UPON THEM BY
OWEVER, | 2 HAVE LEAR&EQ A
{INGS ONE

IN L

ASSOCIATES _SMOKE POT,
, DRINK LIQUOR, STAY OUT
ALL _NIGHT. LISTEN TQO W MUSIC,

lQ.GRABHJ.C_J_],]EBAH]JRE =
NTS KNOW THAT. HEY KNOW

THAT MANY A YOUN PERSUN’WHO MIGHT HAVE
BEEN SALVAGED FOR A LIFE OF USEFULNESS AND
HAPPINESS HAS BEEN CAUGHT UP IN A WHIRLPOOL
F_CRIME_AND IMMORALITY SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY
ASSOCIATE! IH CRIMINA TEENS OFTEN

COMPLAIN THAT PARENTS DO NO ST THEM,
IT 1s NOT J TTER 0F§§E;§é BUT A
MATTER Qg+ﬁ§$ia§§sﬁ AREN EXPERIENCED
IN AREAS NG PEOPLE NEED TO WARNED
ABOUT. THEOLOGICALLY, MEN ARE BORN WITH

THEIR BACKS 7O GOD AND THEY WILL INST NCTIVELY
TURN TO WRONG INSTEAD OF RIGHT. é LE
.DECLARES THIS AS A THEOLOGICAL FACT.

WICKE

) » », »,
4 0 A RA QON_AS ARE—ROR}
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MOST OF US_EXPECT TO LIVE TO BE.ZD OR MORE,
UNDER NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES, THIS IS THE
| LIFE EXPECTANCY FOR MOST PEOPLE, HOWEVER,
| THERE IS=MNO-GUARANTEE. THAT ANYONE WILL
LIVE A DAY BEYOND TODAY. You AND [ WERE BORN
WITH OUR BACKS TO GoD ANﬁ FROM OUR BIRTH WE
IM

| BEGAN WALKING AWAY FROM CONVERSION OR
REGENERATION OR THE NEW BIRTH IS A CHANGE
V//OF DIRECTION AND CONDITION. MANY PARENTS
' ASSUME THAT CHILDREN RAISED IN A CHRISTIAN
, REQUIRED TO ATTEND CHURCH ACTIVITIES
WILL SOMEHOW BE-@% WRONG. NO PERSON,
TEENAGER OR OTHERWISE, IS SAFE AS LONG AS
HE 1S OUTSIDE OoF JEsus CHRisT. VYour

| SECURLLY AND MINE DEPENDS UPON OUR.QREDIENCE
™ T0..50D. S _WORD, Hrjﬁ EMBER ONE REQUIREMENT
IS TO

NTLL THAT DECISION HASwAREN JIAL
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NEHEMIAH: SPIRITUAL LEADER

Introduction: Joe Montana retired this week--
in case you haven't heard! After 16 years in
the NFL, having completed 7-1/2 miles of
forward passes, he has been called, by many,
the greatest quarterback to ever play the game
of football. (Test: If you were behind 6
points in a game, on your own 1 yard line--99
to go--30 seconds to play--who better than Joe
Montana?) He was by every standard a leader.

However, football is a game--a sport, men at
play. Never mind that they are paid millions
of dollars to do it, it is only_a _game. There
is another field of conflict that is not a
~Rlayground, it is a battleground, There have
been some "gre " on that field too--Abraham,
™ Moses, David, Paul--"heros of the faith". One
we don't hear much about was a great spiritual
leader, his name—:gg;gﬂéég. Let us examine
his life and work--learn some lessons about
leadership. (over)

Nehemiah(Prayed/Before Making Decisions--

1:4 “Auouu'ﬁu'& = ACT i
Nehemiah was born in Persia--not Israel. He
was living and working in Persia...700 miles
from Jerusalem. His "boss" was Artaxerxes.
Nehemiah had a high position, government job--
cupbearer. Don't be misled, he was in a
position of confidence and trust. Persian
kings were "targets of terrorists" and plots
were plentiful. Poison was the weapon of

~~, choice. upbearers tasted everything. The
king ate or\ drank nothing that did not pass
through the hands and mouth of the cupbearer.
He was chief-of-staff. Like Joseph, a
politically powerful person.

C-(.—I'o‘josadsg‘_

?ﬁabx/wgfs'f“ & 'GLHJZQ\_M:E‘_:_(J NoT S«IgE/CMAl_.
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~» News came to Nehemiah that the Jewish
community in Jerusalem was being persecuted.
They were beaten, robbed, the city prey to all
and any who turned to violence. The defense
line of the city--walls and gates--in ruin.
When news came of the bad conditions, Nehemiah
prayed and continued to do so for 4 months.

rayer life of a spiritually mature
1eader (:)He prayed abgut a situation he
did not create or control e prayed about a
. city and people far away he had never.seen.
e did not view the situation as their problem
and not his. He got emotionally involved 1n
the needs of people he had not seen
not know. {&ife farn Ofu_)

A He Confessed His Own S;’gg—— : Q
,ﬁ‘understood hat unconfessed sin Hzﬁaérs\ggz\

work of God.

.,

~Life It began w1th a burden. It began 1n‘\§i
his .Jheart. (The burden Kkeeps leaders from

bailing out when the work gets tough.) He did

not make his plans and ask God's approval. He

sought God's direction-1q};§;. Prayer did

what nothing else could--changed the heart of
.a.king (CH. 2). (Clipping: "what makes you

sad.")
II. Nehemiah Volunteered @, For a Hard
Assignment--(2:5,12) When God looks for a

person to do a task for Him, He does not call

the.unemgloxmgn; office. He looks for someone
who 1is Qccupied--opportunityg comes he ,,
7 TS

occupied. (Cf. David, Bgter 1sers“)

onrr B
Nehemiah made himself avai . Many of us
are waiting for a wvacancy 1in the Trinity
before we yolunteer, We spend time isolating
o
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~" ourselves--unlisted numbers, closed'
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not disturb signs, so when God calls, He gets
our answering machine! Or, i
(1) 1 Chron. 12 = "
(2) Mattie Rice--still available at 90!
(3) Train--pastor, push

2%5%53: "Lord, do you have any walls or gates
that need attent10n° I am a cupbgg:g; but

contracting is OK wi me! I!
BCC: a. Bud Smith-

doors--""greeters'"--we care,

more than k Let i
b. Umbrellas Loar
e & ot oo 250 rv

III. Nehemial Devised AJJES? of Actidn--2:7
It had been 4 months ince Nehemiah had&ﬂ)
received the "bad news" about broken walls and
burned gates. he first phase of his plan
inVOIVEdﬁﬁgiiF a leave of absence from the|;
king. as sad and scared. The king
understood! Granted passports, permits,
provision and protection. ‘é& Travel to and
survey., of the site. No reception committee to
meet him. A "one horse operation"--planning
his work, working his plan. He prepared-- N
private reflection before public_recruitment. 2
Work with the ruins--adequate. Oorganized "
the work and the workers--CH. (God gave
Nehemiah a field to work in and a force to
work with!)
a. There was a place for everyone.
b. They worked near home. Thelr nelghborhood.
c. They sta_;ed and stuck with it.

...time to

move.

These are = i . God can and
does use organization. Nehemiah planned to
succeed--not fail! (1:11)

West V1rq1n1a——grow1ng up--3 matters:

a. Not educated - . .. CTe prrcdl
b. Not paid ~ /)

S N o [ Al it NS
Clereed ] o R N
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~m»c. No planning-no bulletins-no forethought\or
afterthought--let it happen.

BCC--a 20 year plan for growth. The plan——an\
instrument for growth. Road to a car/
tracks to a train/runway to a plane.

No plan--no progress (New Hope 100 year
anniversary) }

God can and does bless order and or anlzatlonJ

of opportunity has
opposition! It 1is the

rfff:f:ife%eagpenterj?arn_door)yf
b\lt..ﬂ‘.pbb"l‘o M_M ukh‘)‘n Z‘LJ(“' D
TN These people Knew all the wrong answers:

job°

a. Why an outsider/stranger to do a local

b. We don't need it.

c. We've not done it that way before (7 1a§§§§$¥
words of the church).

d. It gogts too much.

e. Let's don't get ahead of the Lord--never
behind!

They laughed, schemed, lied about, threatened-

-all to no avail!

What does it take to stop us?
Edman: "Its always too soon to quit")
OIN The larger a church becomes, the
greater the opposition. A Bible class in the

basement is not a threat, but a large growing
m church is a target!

ég%:i 4 years of peace, blessing--capacity and
then chaos--staff--TV--steel 1/3. Murphy's

law in full operation.

V. Nehemiah Finished the Task--6:15

s

M /\/‘/4/’:% _A oog /‘1\,,,4.1 : ’j -. _ffl’;_._
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ROBERT K. SPRADLING JANUARY 8, l989h

LEARNING ABOUT THE HEART

- \ Ever [eaves '8 (g
== ‘vauEEK mﬁ THE HOSPITAL

WHERE HE HAD UNDERGONE BY-PASS SURGERY
SAYING THAT HE HAD A NEW APPRECIATION FOR

__ THE HUMAN HEART AND VOWED TO WATCH HIS DIET,

I ® EXERCISE AND DO ALL OF THE THINGS NECESSARY
TO LIVE A HEALTHY LIFE. MOST HEART PATIENTS
LEAVE THE HOSPITAL. E SAME KIND OF
DETERMINATION TR HE IS AN_AMAZING (=
ORGAN. [T BEAT

ple=lt OF
MINUTE, 40 MILLION TIMES A YEAR&E
< o N THE LIFE OF A /0-YEAR OLD,
: T EACH HEARTBEAT THE AVERAGE ADULT

DISCHARGES ABOUT 4 07. OF BLOOD. [HIS
AMOUNTS TO 0 GALLONS
GALLONS A YEAR OR ENOUGH TO FIL
e OARS -] . |HE HEART DOES
™ ENOUGH WORK IE‘%%EEEQE% TO LIFT A 150 POUND
_ MAN TO THE TO =STORY BUILDING, ENOUGH
ENERGY I TO LIFT A B5 TON TANK
THE GROUND, [HERE IS

"RE WAS AN INTERESTING
OF PIONEER HEART SURGEON,
: HE WAS ABLE TO GIVE A

NEW HEART T A OUTH ICAN DENTLST BUT WAS
UNABLE TO DEAL WITH HEART,MATTEES IN HIS
OWN HOME FOR HIS FIRSI WIFE A E SEPARATED
AND NOT ON FRIENDLY TERMS. WHEN BARNARD

~ ANNOUNCED THAT HE HAD WRITTEN A BOOK ENTITLED
ACK TO HELP HEART SUFFERERS COM-
PREHEND T EXTENT OF THEIR DISEASE, HIS WIFE

4 ANNOUNCED, THAT SHE TOO HAD WRITTEN A BOOK
ENTITLED -HEARIBREAK, FOR WOMEN WHO HAD TO LIVE

WITH MEN LIKE THE NOT N WE
SPEAK OF THE HEART I
"L s  ar )
S '7__.7'1; - - P

\ 4
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FOR EXAMPLE, PHRASES LIKE .JTAKE HEART,

HEARTED?EEEAXX‘HEARTED, SOFI- HEARTED§SHARD

HEARTED, WARM-HEARTED, BLG-HEARTED, &G

AT THE HEART, J.OSE HEART{SHEARIEELT, ARE
™ BUT A FEW EXPRESSIONS USED REGARDING THE

. IN
THE EIBLE, THE WORD_% IS USED TO DESCRIBE
H 1

OUR RELATIONSHIP TO FOR EXAMPLE,

SALM 14 1, JEREMIA 9-10; RoMANs
[. A HEART THAT SHINES - (11 Cor, 4:3- -6)

u\.lln

GOD SEES MAN'S SPIRITUAL CONDITION VERY
CLEARLY. HE DEFINES THAT CONDITION IN
o SIMPLE TERMS, NAMELY;;;T?

'ONTiNUES UNTIL’AND UNLESS HE RESPONDS
IVELY,TO THE GOSPEL OF JEsus CHRIST.
JND AS_A_BAT" ABOUT SPIRITUAL

413

it :‘IS‘TOIKE P PEOPLE IN THE
EIR _SPIRITUAL_CONDITION®
0, 1S DOMAEN. THE GOSPEL ISIILIGHT

\ P F 1T 1s_GoD’s 00D

NEWS FOR MAN'S ggggl EED. T[HE GOSPEL TURNS
i THE LIGHT OF GOD"S WORD ON THE DARKNESS OF
s resg MAN'S COND

[ COMPARES |
(&t @2] & NUSUAL P

- JEsus CHR
| EXCLAIM: : P
THAT 1S EXACTLY THE CONDITION OUT OF WHICH

M HE HAS COME WITH NO EXAGGERATION!
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[T. A HEART THAT SINGS -ECOL. 3:1@)
Sl.ﬂ 'A |
THE WorD OF GOD STORED (RT- Al M%ND
,.N“ = BN =6 T

WILL MAKE THE BELIEV ' TWWILL TEACH
HIM. 1T WILL CAUSE HIM TO SING IN HIS

HEART. NoTeE: THE

Ks A‘MATTER

OF FACT, A BELIEVER NOT BE ABLE TO CARRY
A TUNE T STILL HAVE A GREAT SONG IN HIS
A FRIEND OF MINE SAID THAT HE REALLY

HEART,
HAD A GOOD SINGING VOICE, HE SIMPLY_IOQRE IT
UP TRYING TO GETLI QUL B

Ri) ROWN -
HAVE “GREAT MUSIC ESPECIALLY 6 E.f _n“*:imqwi

N4 SINGING, THE(SAV
7 (COMMENT ON NOTE—
UNDER OUR BREATH REGARDING A

SGRUMBLE.
~vSONG IN CHURCH THAT IS NOT FAMILIAR; PLEASE
I\ D

KEEP IN MIND THAT PART OF_A=MtSIC :
S TO LEARN @LL)O . (ﬁni'w'm:n H

CHURCH., WHEN WE LEARN TO“=¥==”|M WE WILL
EARN TO LOVE THE.IHEQLOGY O

JURING THESS EQRMA i"“b N
¥OT ONLY BROUGHT GREATL-RREACHING BACK TO THE
PEOPLE BUT IT WAS PRECEDED—BX.ERﬁAI_%%ﬂElﬂG.
COMMENT REGARDING Mnmnx;Saukﬁiéﬂgﬁgn .

G AND
;fRTFELT SINGING TO A
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[11. A HEART THAT SORRONS - Jorn-i6:

T Semeilad
FOR THREE YEARS, THE DIS BEEN

WITH JESUS ON A DAILY BASIS, IHEY HAD
_EARNED AUGHT AND ﬂMEﬁ WHAT HE
WAS TIED TO HIM., AFTER

ALL, WHEN T THEIR QLD LIFE IT WAS
® WITH THE-HOPE THAT MESSIAH'S KINGDOM WOULD
C N

Now HE HAD TOLD THEM HE MusT
ND THEIR HQE%% AND WERE
LIKEkMOST OF US, WHEN ACED WITH

OF SOMET
THEM
TAI

S GREAT DEAL TO SAY ABOUT
We - JOHN 1626, 21~ 20 Z%Q THE WORD

/ 0
( IS THE SAME AS TRANSCATEDSSHALL SuppLY?
ILIPPIANS 4 N

19 ANDMCOMBLEIE”IN
CoLosSIANS 2:10, THERE ARE TIMES WHEN
SORROW INVADES THE LIFE AND FILLS EVERY
"I FIBER : CKNE :
Y AND TRAGEDY BRING SUCH EXPERIENCES. FOR

EXAMPLET ) yfeva 4/: /9 — SPr T A sthes

'-‘%% SON'S - His son
f VGONE NOT TO T BUT TO THE HOGS

:t¢5ggﬁgws CAN BREAK THE HEART LIKE

& (2) auuxug NEWS ABOUT JOSEPH -
GENESIS 37:34-35

—)‘4 ﬂﬁmm Lm/g 1997
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IV. A HEART THAT IS SLOW - Luke %A:zs
ol

tlenel

7 (=17%4
~ THE.EMMAUﬁ.Eﬁl&QQE OF.ﬂﬂfﬁfﬁégéfELK NG AND
~RALLNG WITH JESUS IS ONE OF THE _DEI QHIEDL
~EXRERIENCE

S IN SCRIPTURE. THE woOrRD "FooLS”
DOES NOT CONVEY THE JARRING SOUND IMPLIED
IN ENGLISH BUT_RATHER A REEERENCE TO THEIR
_EQOL ISHNESS. THE WORD ﬂ@ IS USED ONE
OTHER TIME IN SCRIPTURE AMES 1:17
WITH REFERENCE TO SPEECH AND WRATH. [HESE
DISCIPLES, LI | VE, AND LIKE OTHERS,
MAY HAVE BEE ’EUT@K 0B

'/ GOSSIP AND GUESSESBUT @&
| CLEAR AND SIMPLE STATE

AND THEN GQ RIGHT ON IN
4'“"”“”*ABOUT THE BIBLE AND
BIBLE ARE

. SEEMED VE RNED LITTLE AFTER A
THREE-YEAR—EXTENSIVE COURSE. [HEIR_SLOW
HEART AND NO FAITH WENT TOGETHER. [HE
CONTEXT OF THIS PASSAGE TALKS ABOUT HEARTBURN
AND HEART BELIEF (VERSE 32).  FOR MOST

| QF US, CHRIST'S APREAL-WAS NOT FIRST TO OUR

VE FELT T BLESSEDNESS OF
THAT LOVE. E, LIKE THESE DISCIPLES, HAVE

NO REASON FOR THE SLOWNESS OF OUR FAITH

IN CHRIST.,
T V. THE HEART THAT IS SANCTIFIED -, .
~ | [ PETER 3:15 AL

(WE HAVE NOT EXHAUSTED THE VERSES WHERE

THE LETTER S APPEARS WITH REFERENCE TO THE
| HEART IN THE TEXT. AcTS 2:46.-SINGLENESS
x OF HEART, JAMES 3:4 -STRIFE IN THE HEART,

| | |
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s dFOR HIM. IT IS ONE THING_TOj
| Spebs PPASTOTHERS . THE WORDE
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I Cor., 14:25 - SECRETS OF THE HEART.

THE WORD SANCTIFY MEANS TO “SET APART CHRIST
. LORDwsws” THE VERSE IS ONE ON THE
ELO'JSHIP_OF CHRIST{ THE BELIEVER IS

y D HPHE WORDS. OF VERNON McGEE
N YOUR HEART FOR CHRIST.
A PLACE WHERE HE MAY
BUT A LIFE IN WHICH HE

2Y_ROOM. PETER

y O THE SAINTS TO BE SURRENDERED AND
SANCTIFIED OR FOR JEsus CHRIST.

HE BELIEVER 1 URAGED TO MAKE A

COMMITMENT TO CHRIST TO B

LT IS ANOTHER THING y

TN THE TEXT IS THE
ONE FROM WHICH WE peR ENGLISH

. APOLOGETICS IS NOT SAYING I

ORRY FOR MY FAITH BUT THER IT TS-A
UDY THAT SAYS THIS IS [ BELIEVE AND
egE%REGARDING MY, FAITH.

THE BELIEVER IS ENCOURAGED
TO HAVE BIBLE ANSWERS FOR THOSE WHO.ASK.
THE BELIEVER IS ENCOURAGED TO

AND BE ABLE TO GIVE REASONS FOR
HIS FAITH. THEREFORE, THE SA*PELJHE- :
IS ONE WHO .LS.S =D IN ] :

AND WILLING O T mp—— OTHERS .
MANY OF US HAVE POOR EXCUSES FOR NOT TELLING
OTHERS ABOUT OUR EALFH:

(1) I AM NOT MUCH OF A TALKER.

(2) I poN'T kKNOw MY BIBLE VERY WELL.
(3) 1T MAKES ME NERVOUS,

4) I'm AFRAID [’LL BE ASKED SOMETHING
[ DON'T KNOW.

.
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(5) THAT'S WHAT WE PAY PREACHERS AND
MISSIONARIES FOR.

QUESTION: WHAT ABOUT THIS VERSE? HAVE
YOU SANCT HE LORD IN YOUR HEART?
NoT JusT ON SUNDAY MORNING BUT
FULL _CONTROL ALL THE TIME FOR WHATEVER
AND WHEREVER HE DESI

__( sl a'—li&&m - QUGST-
PPy ‘_: L f’_ sy
L A}.—t fﬂ"‘flf — ?k:v-—/—f
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ROBERT K, SPRADLING JuLy 22, 197¢

P,M,
Virate’ "THE HEART“~. a4 ‘y-Za
. T~ JErEMIAY 17:9 : -
Al i ! }:".""Ef‘j

In 196C, TWO MEN SAT ON THE EDGE OF A HOSPITAL
BED AND ONE MAN AND ONE MAN WAS DOING SOMETHING THAT
HAD NEVER BEEN DONE IN ALL OF HUMAN HISTORY,~- HE SAT

IN HIS H THE TWO MEN WERE
Jr, PHILIP @LAIBERG ANDAﬁn CHRISTIAN EARNAPU.
BLAIBERG THE PATIENT, HELD IN HIS HAND A_TRANSPARENT
P MIS OLD DISCARDED
JHEART, CAREFUL LOOK SHOWED T i _ORGAN
WAS usg|gss, BLAIBERG WAS THE FIRST MAN IN HISTORY
TO LOOK_AT HIS OWN HEART WHILE HE—CONTINUED TO
~LIVE. IN OUR STUDY TONTIGAT, WE ARE GOING TO LNOK
AT THE HEARTS OF SEVERAL DIFFERENT MEN., COINCIDENTALL
, THE PIONEER OF HEART SURGERY, HAS
BEEN DIVORCED FROM HIS WIFE, AETER 21 YEARS OF
LIVING TOGETHER THEY DECIDED THAT THEIR MARRIAGE
WOULD NOT WORK AND ESPECIALLY SINCE HE HAD BECOME
INTERESTED IN YOUNGER, WEALTYIER WOMEN, DR, ParnAnRD’s
BOOK ENTJTLED HEARESMETACK WAS MILDLY UPSTAGED BY
@ HIS WIFE'S ANNOUNCFMENT T%AT QJF WAS rrm\ur* TN WRITE

' A BOOK ENTITLED Eeggzéigiah TOVINS
LIKE CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA, o roveTon T X, WERE

THE OUTSTANDING CITIES CONCERNING HEﬁﬁTHSURGERYi

BUT NOW IT IS BECOME ALMOST AND SUCH
OPERATIONS ARE PERFORMED IN OUR C GULAR
BASLS, VWHEN ONE SPEAKS OF THE HEART HE MAY DO SO
-1 FROM ERAL DIFFERENT POINTS OF VIEE. ONE MAY REFER
g?siagﬁaﬁu IN THE BODY, FOR EXAMPLE,
&t AI SA ¢ DESCRIBES THE HORRIBLE WAY JOAB K]LLED
BSALOM, BY DRIVING STAKES THROUGH HIS HEART, THE

TERM HEART IS ALSO USED TO DESCRIBE MAN'S SIN':UL
NATURE AND_CAPACITY FOR SI. ALSO IN THIS VEIN,

PEAKS_OF T _

MEON EVERYDAY

ANGUAGE WE USE THE TERM HEART TO DESCRIBE CERTAIN
NTENSE SITUATIONS: THE HEART OF A-MATTER, THE

AT HEART, A HEART TO HEART _JJALK, HARD HFARTED,
HEARTED, IENDER HEARTED, CHICKEN HEARTED,

BLEEDING HEART AND A LONELY HEART, /Yulﬁ?lﬂsﬁdtgﬂh
~ 1. THE HEART OF A FOOL - Psawm 14:1

THE MAN IN PS. 1% IS NOT A PERSON WHO UPON

IT
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C_INVESTIGATI AND _HONEST _INTELLECTUAL

ey CONVICTION HAS COME TO THE.CQNC#USLQN THERE IS NO
el MAN IN THIS 'SALM IS A MAN WHO IS
REASONS FOR DENYING THE

HE SAYS THERE IS.NQO_0D BECAUS

<E\VIDENCE,
OT WANT GOD IN HIS LIF NS
0D AWAY SIMPLY BECAUSE HE DOES NOT WANT 0D TO EXIST

NOT _ON THE BASIS OF OBJECTIVE FACTS. IS CONCLUSION

IS BASED ON H NNERMOST HOSTILLTY AND THEOLOQGICAL
l AYS THAT Gop

MIST S EVALUATION
OF sucH é&%REDJUDICED:END5%§E§$§§% PERSON IS = HE_IS
NY PERSON,” IRRESPEC OF CULTURE AND
{ CATION, I WHO LIVES HIS LIFE WITHOUT
EFUL _CONSIDERATION OF THE FACT THAT GOD EXISTS.
YNE REASON FOR THE MORAL DECLINE OF A bévtw-chT§12A-
TION IS BECAUSE MEN LOSE THEIR FEAR OF LGOD AND
THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN, GOD DESCRIBED IN THE N,
THE ACTIVITIES OF A MAN MENTIONED IN THIS VERSE,
AccorDpING TO,Lluke 12:20 THE PERSON LIVES THIS LIFE
WITH=NO_PROVISION OR PREPARATLON TO_MEET 50D IS
. ANYONE WHO LIVES FOR_NQW AND
HAS NOFHING FOR ETERNITY IS A FooL., UNDOUBTEDLY

M \THER E MANY PFOPLF WHO WOULD MOT CAL! THEMSFI VFS
1SS BUT ARE IN REALIT R tT%CAL
ATHEISIS B SE OF THE CONDUCT OF THEIR LI -

II1, THE HEART OF A KING - Prov., 21:1

IN OUR MATERIALISTIC SOCIETY, WITH ITS EMPHASIS
AN AND.EATALISM, PEOPLE BELIEVE IN THE

THAT BRING EITHER GOOD OR BAD LUCK AND

TH HAT_m:EQBlU.N.E WILL
COM T EIR WAY AND_NOT BAD. ONSIDER THEMSELVES

THE VICTIMS-—OFBLIND CHANCE, HE IBLE SPEAKS OF A
_%%ﬁggu%gﬁgyLW4o 1S ABLE TO DEAL_PERSONALLY WITH
HIS PARTICULAR VERSE SPEAKS OF GOVERNMENT

S AND_%HEUlJﬂﬁﬁﬂEﬁﬂBJLlIi;HllﬂEr“%E=E£§%§Z_
WHERE _PHAROAH WAS DETERMI TO RESIST THE

VEN IN THE MIDST OF
JUDGMENT HIS HATREB—GNE¥4VAP+EB—4N—4NIENSlIY, BUT

HE REMAINED IN HIS P IN OPPOSITION
To GOD AND E. 0D SETTLED THAT AT

H VEN IN THE MIDST OF JUDGMENT,

™ /IPHAROAH AND‘GQDPDEMDN-
STRAT OVER_HUMAN HISTORY IN™ KIS
DEALINGS WITH PHAROAH, THE SAME IS TRUE IN DAN, l:16

l
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CONCERNING EBUCHADNEZZAR., IN THE LIGHT OF Gop's
GREAT PROVIDENTIAL RULE OVER MEN IT IS OF SPECIAL
BLESSING TO KNOW WE ARE THE OBJECTS OF HIS SPECIAL
CARE AND THAT NOTHING IS BEYOND His conNTROL. ONE
OF THE STRANGEST DECLARATIONS MADg WAS
BEFORE PILATE WHEN HE SAID I%Iﬂm HOU
COULDST HAVE NO POWER AT ALL AGAINS PT IT
BE_GIVEN THEE FROM ABOVE.,.., I|HE KING S HEART IS

IN THE HAND OF THE LORD AND HE DOES DETERMINE THE
EVENTS OF HUMAN HISTORY,

IT1, THE HEART OF THE BACKSIIDER - Prov, 14:1%

ONE PA <£?RASED TRANSLATION CONSIDERS THIS VERSE
HE BACKSLIDER,GETS BORED WITH HIMSELF,

!

AS FOLLOWSS
THE GODLY LIFE IS EXC > SOME Fl ] UNDERSTAND
THE RELATIONSHIP OF GECUREPOWIT
THEY THINK THAT BECAUSE ONE IS sgcu- H -.
IN CHRIST HE %ys OR CONDITION
S A BELIEVER, .JﬁiéfffffzsAcstLnEE
RELESS, DISOBED-

JMPLY STATED,. A _BACKSLIDE

ENT, INEEEECTIVE UNHAPPY LHRISTIAN WHO 1S_OUT
1T MANTFESTS ITSELF IN A

ARIETY OF WAYS, HE LOVE OF THINGS AND THE

NEGLECT OF ONE'S F OWSHIP WIiTH ©OD, 1HERE IS
NOTHING WRONG WITH HAVING THINGS, THE WRONGNESS IS

R HAVING US,
CK O 1 Ps. 19:12, A
TANT EX OF G0D AND THE THINGS

OF (OD WILL MAKE THE BELIEVER SENSITIVE TO THE
LITTLE SINS INSTEAD OF ALWAYS SEEKING TO JUSTIFY OR

o ALIZE ONE'S ACTIONS,
RVICE, IT IS POSSIBLE TO BE
IN A CHURCH, BUT ONE OF THE FIRST SIGNS

OF DECLINE OF SPIRITUAL INTERESTS IS THE_DESERTION
Y IN THE THINGS OF 0D,
HE BACKSLIDER IS ALWAYS INTERESTED IN THE BENEEITS

THE CHURCH CAN PROVIDE FOR HIM IF AND WHEN HE ATTENDS
RATHER THAN THE SERVICE HE CAN_PERFORM FOR THE LoRD
IS LOCAL CHURCH,

CONCERN FOR WHALJ§EN_IHLNK RATHER THAN FOR WHAT
MPLY STATED, THIS IS CONFORM=

Y TO EHE BORLD; INSTEAD OF TO THE MILL oF Gop,
oM, 1 HILLIPS TRANSLATION)
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(5%;? HE_§EII£éﬂ§_¥%¥g IN THE WORLD AND THE LOSS OF
RITUAL GOALS, E MAY BE MANY CONTRléUTTﬁG‘"
.~ FACTORS TO BACKSLIDING, NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH IS-
UNWHOLESOME ASSOCIATION., HOWEVER, THERE ARE 5 PRIMARY
ONTRIBUTING FACTORS TO BACKSLIDING,
NEGLECT OF BIBLE STUDY
PRAYERLESSNESS
POOR ATTENDANCE IN THE HOUSE OF 30D
RELATE (oo STORY ABOUT COAL OF FIRE)
HE CURE_FQR BACKSLIDING IS SIMPLE - CONFESSION,
(I Joun 1:9) ReLATE M ELCiRgIEEB S STORY ABOUT
CONFESS YOUR SINS"-GUESS AT IT.

[V, THE HEART OF A WISE MAN - Prov, 8:10

THE WISE MAN IS THE MAN _WHO 13 SENSITIVE TQ AND
~EOLLOWS THE INSTRUCTION OF GOD, [HE-SELEISH, SELF-
CENTEREB-MAN=RLEASLNG_EERSQN WHO TS ENAMORED WETH THE
—PHILOSOPHIES AND OPINJONS OF THIS WORLD WILL NEVER
BE INTERSTED IN WHAT GOD HAS TO SAY TO HIM. [HE
WISE MAN WILL N%T ONLY READ THE BIBLE HE WILL HEED
WHAT IT SAYS, WORD PRATING. LITERALLY MEANS
A FOOL OF Lips.” ACCORDING To-Lik»nLELg THE LORD'S

4 p MM-\ I“ Ap=AITT A f\"l" AT MIINDMICAISANMTS '!l'\ e T gl vl o ) ol o M 1~
\_.t RN o Ng il DU guie Wil J H .._-QL-. il in

PERSON WHO HEEDS THESE COMMANDMENTS IS A WISE MAN,

V. THE HEART QF A BELIEVER - Rom. 10:9-10

WITH THE WIDESPREAD USAGE OR MISUSAGE OF THE TERM

IT IS N IND CONFUSION OVER
THE TERM HRISTIAN. ILLY SUNDAY EMINEDED US THAT
PUTTING A MAN INTO A G T MAKE HIM A

CHRISTIAN AND NEITHER”ﬁUE_-PUTTING HIM INTO A

CHURCH MAKE HIM A CHRISTIAN., CHURCH MEMBERS OR PEOPLE
WHO BELONG TO RELIGIOQOUS ORDERS AND AFFILIATIONS ARE
NOT CHRISTIAN BECAUSE OF THEIR IDENTTEICATION BUT
THEY ARE_CHRISTIAN BECAUSE THEY HAVE CHRIST IN THE

USTRATION CONCERNING THE SUBJECT OF
[T 1S NO MORE POSSIBLE FOR A

: SINS OF HIS HEART THAN IT IS
FOR HIM TO DEAL WITH THE DISEASE OF HIS HEART. IT IS
NOT HUMANLY OR SUPERHUMANLY POSSIBLE FOR A MAN TO

. PERFORM SURGERY ON"HTS OWN HEART-IT IS NOT POSSIBLE!

‘ NO RATIONAL PERSON WOULD ARGUE AGAINST THIS STATEMENT,
NEITHER IS IT POSSIBLE FOR A MAN TO DEAL WITH THE

moel s of Life,
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THE HEARTS OF FIVE MEN

™\ Mman 4

THIS T WEEK, | VISITED WITH A -FORMER 9
WHO SHOWED ME THE SCAR OF A RECENT
/ HE -PASS OPERATION. WE TALKED OF THIS

3 COMPLICATED SURGERY AS IF IT HAD BEEN A
é%t( SIMPLE TOOTH EXTRACTION! THE WORDS_PACE-
T 43 _ RT, PENN STATE HEART,
&, ° TRANSPLANT, BY-PASS ARE ALL T ]
| '_‘u-" VA NSHE AR

S-OF THE_EF _THES
e ‘EEATS AN AVERAGE OF 75 TIMES A MINUTE,

RMS_TO REMIND
e T

0 MILLION TIMES A YEAR, TWO AND A HALF
BILLION TIMES TN™THE LIFE SPAN oF A /0
YEAR OLD. EACH BEAT DISCHARGES L4 OUNCES
OF _ THAT AMOUNTS T0.3000 GALLONS A
000 GALLONS A YEAR, ENOUGH TO FILL
TANK CARS OF 8,000 GALLONS EACH. IT 1S

- N AMAZING IN"THE LATE 1960's,
DR, PHILIPCH 6> AND DR, CHRISTIAN

BARNARD SAT ORK HOSPITAL BED WHILE BLAIBERG
HELD IN HIS HAND A TRANSPARENT PLASTIC BOX
CONTAINING HIS OLD, FIBROSED, USELESS,
DISCARDED HEART. BARNARD COMMENTED:

“"DR BLAIBERG, DO YOU REALIZE THAT YOU ARE
THE FIRST MAN IN HISTORY TO BE ABLE"ID

_SIT _AND L[OOK AT HIS OWN DEAD HEART? SINCE
“THAT TIME, SRR HUNDREDgHAVE JOINED THAT
REMARKABLE FRATERNITY, BENEFACTORS OF
HEART TRANSPLANT MEDICINE. THE WORD H

IN THE BIBLE REFERS TO THE AN
~ BUT IT ALSO REFERS TO THE PERVE&?@E‘%EEL-
) . (Mark 7:21-22, R,

GEN. O RS 10 THE_LN%E%M%?I—EE&NG
240 _”{,,__17 (Prov. VEN

™ £8 SAGF , THE TERM HEART SUGGESTS
THE VITAL QUALITIES OF LIFE. THE HEART_OF
A MATTER, A HEART TO HEART TALK, A MOTHER'S
HEART..

BLEEDING HEART, L Y HEART, THE
YOUNG IN HEART, HARD-HEARTED, EAINT-HEARTED,
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TENDER-HEARTED, OR CHICKEN HEARTED, I
REFERRED TO DR ARD A MOMENT
AGO. SOME YEARS AGO, AFTER DIVORCING HIS
WIFE, HE WROTE A NEW BOOK ENTITLED
. AT THE SAME TIME HIS WIFE
ANNOUNCED THAT SHE HAD WRITTEN A BOOK TO
DEAL WITH HEART PROBLEMS. SHE CALLED HERS
TB IN WHICH SHE DESCRIBES THE
THEIR DIVORCE. IN OUR STUDY WE

| WILL LOOK AT 5 MEN AND 5 HEARTS:

I. THE HEART OF A FOOL - PsaLm 14:1

THE MAN IN THIS PSALM IS NOT A PERSON WHO

ON THE BASIS OF LNIELLECTUAL CONVICLION
AND- SCLENTIFIC INVESTIGATION COMES 1O THE
HONEST CONCLUSION THAT THERE IS NO GoD.

E FOLK WOULD HAVE US BELIEVE

ABOUT ATHEISM. RATHER, IT IS THE PICTURE

OF A MAN WHO IS MQRALLY QU OF Eacls. HIs
REASON FOR DENYING THE EXISTENCE OF GOD HAS

- NOTHING TO DO WITH CREDIBLE EVIDENCE.

THls MAN WANTS I _
- WITHOUT INTERFERENCE "ROM BOD_SO HE SIMPLY
'SAYS THERE IS NO GOD BECAUSE I SAY so!

, HIS WAY

Q ONE WAG SUGGESTS: _"Jo HAVE NO GOD IE YOUR

Y

IN THE INNERMOST PARTS OF THIS MAN'S BEING
HE SEEKS TO CONVINCE HIMSELF THERE IS NO
PERSONAL GoD. HE, MAN, IS AMEQ§HUL;ALLJDENT
STRANDED ON THE SHORES OF TIME WITH NOIHING
BEYOND THIS LIFE. (GOD SAYS THAT ANY PERSON
WHO ADOPTS THIS ATTITUDE AND PHILOSOPHY OF
LIFE IS A FOOL. HIS EDUGATZION AND CULTURAL
BACKGROUND MAY BE IMPECCABLE BY HUMAN
STANDARDS BUT THE. BIBLE SAYS HE IS FOOLISH
BEYOND DESCRIPTION. T[HE NEW TESTAMENT
DESCRIBES SEVERAL MEN LIKE THIS MAN.

THE RICH MAN IN LUKE 12 SPENT EVERY WAKING
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MOMENT TO IMPROVE THIS LIFE AND.NOT.ONE
MOMENT TO 'PREPARE TO MEET.GeD. IT MAY BE
THAT HE WAS THE MOST INFLUENTIAL MAN. IN
THE COMMUNITY BUT GOD CALLED HIM A FOOL
BECAUSE HE IVED FOR NOW WITH NOTHING FO
ETERNITY. ((RELATE STORY OE_LQMRI_Q§%£EE
KWHO SAID TO HIS KING WHO WAS SICK,
ART A GREATER FOOL THAN [.” THE CURSE 0
TBUR GENERATION IS NOT SO MUCH INVELLECTUAL

BUT PRAGTIUGAL. ATHEISM.
[I. THE HEART OF A KING - Proverss 21:1
EVE MANKIND IS

SOME PEOPLE SAY THAT THEY B
SLMPLY THE VICTIM OF -
JANGE. THE BREAKS IN LIFE ARE EITHER

F K, MAN STUMBLES THROUGH
LIFE HOPING FOR THE BEST USUALLY DESCRLBED
| OLTERY OR_RECEIVING A TUN
NED WAY: THERE ARE TWO
INTERESTING HISTORICAL ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE
TRUTH OF OUR TEXT.

(A) Exopus /7.13

PHARAOH WAS DETERMINED TO RESIST GOD AND
THE MOVEMENT OF THE ISRAELITES. EVEN IN
THE MIDST OF SEVERE JUDGMENT, HLS_HAIRED
INLY VARIED

0D SETTLED THIS MATTER AT THEH
RATING THAT HE
lEULL WOWHERE) 1N SCRIPTURE
DOES 1 T -TRST HARDENED
PHARAOH's HEART. NOWHERE IN SCRIPTURE IS
THE HEART OF A.GQQOD _MAN EVER SAID TO BE

HARDENED. IT IS ALWAYS THOSE WH? ARE _BENT
N EML HEARTS, HE DECISIONS

HARAOH MADE WERE CARRIED O THE BITTER END -
SOD SAW TO THAT. HE IS AN EXAMPLE OF
ROVERBS 29:1.




(B) DANIEL q 16

NEBUCHADNEZZAR CONFIRMED THE BIBLICAL TRUTH
QF DIVINE PROVIDENCE, NOTHING IS BEYOND
Gop’s conTROL. JESUS.REMINDED PILATE OF
THIS GREAT TRUTH IN Jonn 19:10-11,

[11. THE HEART OF A BACKSLIDER ;ﬂfRoy }4 114
BACKSLIDING IS A TERM SPOKEN OF OFTEN YET
SELDOM DEFINED, SIMPLY STATED, BACKSLIDING

IS A C , DISQBEDIEN T, INEFFECTTVE

HAPPY EHRISTIAN WHO IS OUT OF~TOUCH 0
EQEEUWSHTP'WTTH'ﬁUD. (RELATE STORY OF \\x;
ORY. A SINGLE THREAD o
BROKE AND THE WHOLE MACHINERY STOPPED UNTIL

IT HAD BEEN REPAIRED.) BACKSLIDING MANIFESTS
ITSELF IN MANY WAYS:

¢ Lyt Y T~
N BB o e &

(1) A LovE OF THINGS. TO THE NEGLECT OF ‘b\
ONE'S SPIRITUAL LIFE,

(2) co ON OF SIN - PsaLm 19:12.
ANY OF THE LORD'S PEOPLE ARE NOT
SENSITIVE TO LITTLE SINS.

(3) - WANTING BENEFITS
IAN LIFE BUT NEVER CONTRIBUTING
TO IT.

(4) CONCERN WITH WHAT MEN_TIHINK RATHER
THAN WHAT GoD THINKS.

(5) LACK OF HEAVENLY PERSPECTIVE,._ A SELTILING

DOWN IN THE WORLD AND THE =-AB@R=lN G
HILOSOPHY AND A , P
= ‘
MAJOR OF BACKSLIDING ARE: -~ ~‘<5§5
(1) NEGLECT OoF BIBLE )

(2) PRAYERLESSNESS
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(3) PuBLIC WORSHIP

~ | lLLusTRATION MATERIAL - Maany, CoAL FIRE,
MeL IRQIIER - CONFESS YOUR SINS- [ CAN'T
THINK OF ANY. GUESS AT IT. GUESSED RIGHT
FIRST TIME,

[V, THE HEART OF A WISE MAN - Prov. 10:8

THE WISE MAN WIL
FROM GoD., THE SELT
OCCUPIED WITH PHI
ABOUT RELIGION.

G §HAtLQNNE§S
HRIST.
HAT GOD SAYS IN WORD IS NOT TAKEN
SERTOUSLY NY_PEOPLE. [T IS READ, SEEN
BUT NOT@ TRUTH KNOWN AND NOT OBEYED
PUTS THE HEARER INIA DANGEROUS POSITION,

V. THE HEARET OF JHE BELIEVEER -Rom. 10:9-10

A CHRISTIAN BY DEFINITION IS ONE WHO IS

IN CHrIST. (II. Cor., 5:17) HE HAS RECEIVED

CHRIST INTO HIS LIFE AND IS THEREFORE PART
@ OF THE BODY OF CHRIST. ULE TOLD

“™THE STORY ABOUT A GROUP NERS IN
" “.ONDON WHO APPEARED BEFORE A HOST OF SOLDIERS
* ENROUTE TO THE FRONT DURING WorLD WAR I,
 WHEN THE PROGRAM WAS OVER, A YOUNG_QEE%%ER
»STOOD TO EXPRESS THANKS TO THE ENTERTAINERS
_AND HE DID SO WITH GREAT HUMOR_ AND CHARM.
SUDDENLY THE MOOD OF THE MEETING CHANGED

DRAMATICALLY. ALMOST AS AN AFTERTHOUGHT,
THE _SOLDIER SAID: SOON WE WILL BE CROSSING

TO-ERANEE~AND ~THE “TRENCHES_ SPEAK C
TO MANY.  CAN ANYONE TELL USCHQW
AETER THE se, _AND STRALNE]
TO WEAR AWA

NE VOICE SAID:

v il
T
THAT 18 THE ANSWER TP




_6_

THE PROBLEMS OF OUR RACE, NATION, COMMUNITY -
A HEART PROBLEM. (JEREMIAH 17:9) MAN NEEDS
TO HAVE HIS AND IT IS NO MORE
POSSIBLE FOR MM TO FdX-IT-HIMSELF THAN FOR
A PATIENT TO FORM OPEN-HEART SURGERY

ON HIMSELF, HE NEEDS, ﬂEkP FRQM boD.

_u,-q.f-

TA T~ (d'7
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DM,

OcToBER 1/,

”IPE ”ghDS Q !ES”qH *J*yfzaék ML,
Luxe 24:3S-40

i S
THE |ORD?

Cp_WHO SHA] |

o™ 10! 13 Mizs

STAND IN IS HOLY PLA

D§ AND A PURE HEART.

e N
EAUL SAID; i WILL THEREFORE THAT MEN PRAY FYER'KHERE;

L"IHEIEGE"

NG 1P THOLY

WITHOUT WRATH{ AND DOUBTING.'

; L T1n, 2:03
- TIBEN
# FORE KNOW

| TR AN THAT GE CO

A_TUMULT WAS MADE, HE

DELIVERED
DGE OF 10D

=HATH CRUCIFIED AND SLAIN,

HE HAND IS USED TO SUGGEST JAILCKEDMNESS:

BY THE DETERMINATE COUNSEL._AND
JE HATH TA AND BY WICKED
CACTS /2 /0 "HEN

) P A NOTHIN = RATHER
TOOK WATER, AND W

lgaﬁns BEFORE THE MULTITUDE SAYING, | AM INNOCENT OF
()

THIS JUST PERSON: SEE YE TO IT
Bt g, s o g
S REGA! 3 ANDS,

IY LIFE IS IN YOUR HANDS.”

: "ucH oF OURM IS EXPRESSED WITH THE
» USAGE OF THE HAND:

(lg &
~, (2) _HAND IT=-QMER
; () I
i l_;) .-nwAV
(C) “SLEIGHT. QE_HAHD
(1)
52)
5)
(4) THE HAND TO
(5; " THE HAND TO
(6 THE HAND
(/) THE HAND TO
(8) . 'THE HAND TO
)9) - THE HAND TO
am E THE HAND
VICTORY,
P [ REMEMBE

THAT THERE ARE

THE HAND TO
D THE HAND TO GREET
THE HAND TO SAY FAREWELL

INDICATE APPROVAL
TAKE AN OATH
PRAY

TO SUBDUE

INDICATE DISAPPROVAL

THE MOUTH TO INDICATE SILENCE
THE BROY TO SALUTE

OVER THE HEAD TO INDICATE

WHO SUFFESTED
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THAT WHICH WAS SPOKEN BY ESAIAS
o THE PROPHET
MATTHEW 8:17

WE USE EXPRESSIONS SUCH AS: "WHAT ARE You
DOING HERE?"” WHEN WE MEET PEOPLE IN UNEXPECTED
PLACES, (CoMPARE GREENBRIER CHRISTMAS -
SATURDAY SHOPPING.) SOME PEOPLE ARE SURPRISED
TO DISCOVER JESUS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT BOOK
oF [sA1AH. SEVEN CENTURIES OR /0 DECADES
BEFORE JESUS WAS BORN, [SAIAH LOOKED ACROSS
THE MOUNTAIN TOPS OF BIBLE PROPHECY AND SAW
His BIRTH AND HIs RULE AS ISRAEL'S MESSIAH.
LET US EXAMINE SEVERAL KEY PASSAGES IN [SAIAH
TO SEE EXACTLY WHAT HE SAW AND SAID IN
PROPHETIC VISION AND UTTERANCE REGARDING THE
e LorD JEsus CHRIST,

= glor I, ISATAH WROTE ABOUT CHRIST'S VIRGIN BIRTH -
Gk Hote o /114
. SrasAL |MA -n
Qs ~4$HE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST WAS UNIQUE. IT WAS A
ﬁg ' SPECIAL ACT OF THE HoLY SPIRIT WHEREBY THE
ETERNAL SON OF (GOD WAS CLOTHED IN HUMAN FLESH.
dde ! IT WAS THE ONLY BIRTH SINCE ADAM WHEREBY A

S .ORN WITHOUT TAINT OF ADAM'S SIN,
. SCRIPTURE IS CLEAR ON THIS
ESUS, NOT MARY, WHO WAS FREE

*&L¢. FROM SIN'(QWHE STORY IS TOLD OF SOME ROMAN
MISSIONARIES WHO ESTABLISHED A WORK IN CENTRAL
9 T.HL AFRICA IN THE FORM OF A MISSION SCHOOL. ONE
———— |CONVERT WAS GIVEN A_MEQAL TO WEAR ON WHICH
~ |THE IMAGE OF THE VIRGIN MARY APPEARED WITH
THE EXPLANATION THAT IT WOULD MAKE IT EASIER
FOR HIM TO EBAXTEEﬁHMABX WHEN HE LOOKED AT
THE MEDAL. SEVERAL MONTHS LATER, THE BOY
INFORMED HIS TEACHERS THAT HE HAD READ IN

M0t

k«J




...2_

THE GOSPEL THAT MARY HAD LOST JESUS WHEN THEY
WERE ON A JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM WHEN JESUS WAS

A BOY. SO IT OCCURRED TO HIM THAT IF SHE
—-FORGOT HER OWN SON ON THAT OCCASION, SHE MIGHT
WELL FORGET-HIM T0O, SO HE WAS GOING TO PRAY
STRAFGHI-TO—JESHS AND NOT MARY. THE VIRGIN
BIRTH IS OF VITAL IMPORTANCE FOR MANY REASONS
BUT WE WILL MENTION TWO:

(1) THE INTEGRITY OF MARY AND THE SCRIPTURES

THE ALTERNATIVE TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE VIRGIN
BIRTH IS THAT MARY LIED ABOUT HER CONDITION.
AccorDING TO LUKE 1:34 SHE STATED THAT SHE
HAD NOT KNOWN A MAN.((My THEQLOGY PROFESSOR
WAS A STUDENT AT OccIiDeENTAL CoLLEGE IN CALI-
FORNIA AND ATTEND A LECTURE AS A STUDENT WHEN
’THE MAN WHO WAS LECTURING SAID IT WAS NOT
| NECESSARY_TO BELIEVE IN THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF
. |CHR1ST., AT THE DIScussioN TIME, DrR. McCLAIN
[ASKED THE MAN FROM THE FLOOR WHAT WAS THE
AETERNATEVE TO BELIEVING THE VIRGIN BIRTH.
THE MAN'S FACE FLUSHED WITH ANGER. McCLAIN
HASTENED TO POINT OUT THAT THE SPEAKER WAS
TEACHING SOMETHING ABOUT CHRIST THAT HE WOULD
TURN PALE ANGER_ SOMEONE SUGGESTED THAT
|_ABOUT Hrs\géigﬁb OR:ﬁiiﬁl THE CHRISTMAS
“STORY WHICH A FAVORITE OF CHILDREN EVERY-
WHERE COULD NOT BE SUCH A STORY IF THE PARENTS
OF JESUS WERE OF QUESTIONABLE MORALS., NO CHILD
BORN OUT OF WEDLOCK CQULD EVER BE CALLED THE
SINLESS SON,OF Gop. ALso, MARY couLD HAVE
SAVED JESUS' LIFE AT THE TIME OF His
CRUCIFIXON IF SHE HAD READILY _ADMITTED THAT
HE WAS BORN OUT OF WEDLOCK. IHE BIBLE TEACHES
£ THIS DOCTRINE IS FACT, NOT FANCY. IF THE
BIBLE IS NOT CORRECT HERE, How DO WE KNOW IT
IS RELIABLE AT ANY OTHER POINT?
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(2) THE IMPLICATIONS OF SIN

™ WITHOUT THIS DOCTRINE WE HAVE  NO SAVIOUR FOR
A SAVIOUR WHO PARTOOK OF ADAM'S SINFUL NATURE
BY BIRTH IS NQO SAVIOUR AT ALL, IN FACT, IS
IN NEED OF A SAVIOUR, A SAVIOUR WHO IS NOT
QUITE GOD IS NO SAvroyR AT ALL. GOD’'S ANSWER
TO THE PROBLEM OF MAN'S SINFUL DISPOSITION
PASSED ON FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION WAS
THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF CHRIST. A PERSON WHO IS
PERFECT MAN WITHOUT TAINT OF ADAM'S TRANS-
GRESSI T WHO WAS ALSO Gop - THE GOD-MAN.
TEXT: 2;:;5 - AHAZ WAS THE WICKED
GRANDSO ZZIAH. T0 SAY THE LEAST, HE WAS
IDOLATROUS AND WORTHLESS AS A KING. Buﬁz_m
QUT _TO THE KING OF SYRIA NAMED [IGLATH-PILESER.
HE ENTERED INTO SECREL.NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE
ASSYRIANS., [SAIAH CONFRONTED HIM WHILE HE

e WAS INSPECTING THE SAFETY OF THE WATER SUPPLY
FOR THE CITY OF JERUSALEM INSTRUCTING THE
KING THAT HE SHOULD NOT BE AFRAID OF SYRIA
AND THE OTHER FOES OF [SRAEL FOR WITHIN.GD
YEARS BOTH SYRIA AND SAMARIA WOULD NOT BE A
THREAT ANY LONGER. WHEN AHAZ, IN A FAKED ACT
OF PIETY, REFUSED TO HEED ISAIAH’S ADMONITION

CONCERNING..A.SIGN, GO M
AVID.,
_A:é#EE_WAS USUALLY FULFILLED IN A YEARS
OR TH

E LIFE TIME OF THE PROPHET, BUT NOT THIS

ONE.,

n
Q VIRGIN - IT IS NOT UNUSUAL FOR A WOMAN
TO BEAR A SON, IT HAPPENS ALL THE TIME,
BuT FOR AN UNMARRLIED_WOMAN TO BEAR A CHILD
AND NOT BE .IMMORAL IN THE PROCESS REQUIRES
™ A MIRACLE,

(3) IMMANUEL - A REFERENCE TO DIETY.

L y
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[T. ISAIAH WROTE ABOUT CHRIST*S VICTORIOUS
RULE - 9:6

THE PHRASE “A CHILD 1S BORN” REFERS TO JEsus'’
HUMANITY AND THE PHRASE “A SON IS GIVEN” REFERS
To His DIETY. SoMEONE ASKED DANITEL WEBSTER
IF HE COULD COMPREHEND HOW JESUS CHRIST COULD
BE BOTH GOD AND MAN. WEBSTER CONFESSED THAT
HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND THAT RELATIONSHIP BUT
EXPLAINED THAT IF HIS SAVIOUR WAS NO GREATER
THAN HIMSELF AND NOT INDEED A SUPER-HUMAN
SAVIOUR, THEN HE WOULD BE NO SAVIOUR AT ALL.,
WE SPEAK OF THE TWO NATURES OF CHRIST, THAT
1S, HIS HUMANITY AND DIETY AND WE MOVE INTO
AN AREA WHERE THERE IS NO COMPARISON EITHER
IN NATURE OR EXPERIENCE AND SOMETIMES
ILLUSTRATIONS ARE HARD TO FIND. [|HE BIBLE
TEACHES THAT JEsuS CHRIST WAS TRULY GoD AND
HE WAS ALSO TRULY MAN, INDEED THE (GOD MAN.
HIS DIETY AND HUMANITY WERE DISTINCT AND
SEPARATE IN EACH NATURE AND YET THESE TWO
NATURES WERE READILY BOUND TOGETHER SO AS TO
CONSTITUTE ONE PERSON ACTING IN A SINGL
CONSCIOUSNESS AND WILL. [HE FOUR NAMES\
MENTIONED IN THE TEXT ARE NOT NORMAL OLD
TESTAMENT NAMES OF PEOPLE BUT SPECIFIC
REFERENCES TO MESSIAH.

(1) WonNDERFUL - CHRIST WAS WONDERFUL IN NATURE
JAND DISPOSITION BUT IS HIMSELF A WONDER TO

" HUMANKIND, IT IS THEN A WORD TO DENOTE THE

UNUSUAL AND REMARKABLE QUALITIES WHICH MAKE
%QH DISTINCT,

(2) CoUNSELOR - MESSIAH GIVES GOOD COUNSEL
BUT NEED NOT SURROUND HIMSELF WITH COUNSELORS
FOR_HE NEEDS NONE. THIS COULD BE SAID ONLY
OF GoD. THERE MAY HAVE BEEN MEN WHO THOUGHT
THEY NEEDED NO COUNSEL, BUT THAT IS TRUE ONLY
OF DIETY. JESUS NEVER CALLED A CONFERENCE
WITH HIS DISCIPLES TO SEEK THEIR ADVICE.

*\\ﬁ-_; ) )‘//;
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(3) MicHTY Gop - THIS TERM EQUATES THE
MESSIAH WITH GOD.

(4) THE EVERLASTING FATHER - THIS PHRASE IS
VARTQUSLY TRANSLATED AS THE FATHER OF THE AGEs,
THE FATHER OF FETERNITY, REFERRING TO CHRIST’S
EVERLASTING DURATION. IHE SoN oF GoD IS
LINKED TO THE AGES OR ETERNITY. (JOHN &:58,
CoLossIANS 1:17)

(5) THE PrRINCE oF PEACE - WHEN JESus CHRIST
CAME TO EARTH THE WORD PEACE WAS ON EVERY
LIP BECAUSE THE PEACE OF ROME PREVAILED. T[HE
MESSIAH WILL BE A PRINCE WHO WILL REMOVE ALL
OF THE DISTURBING ELEMENTS ON EARTH AND FOR
THE FIRST TIME IN HUMAN HISTORY GENUINE PEACE
WILL REIGN AMONG THE NATIONS., WHEN THE ANGELS
ANNOUNCED THE CENTRAL CONCEPT OF HIS KINGDOM -
PEACE WAS PRIMARY. HOWEVER, WE WISH TO
EMPHASIZE THE WORD GOVERNMENT IN THE TEXT.
THIS VERSE ILLUSTRATES DISPENSATIONAL
DISTINCTIVES. THE FIRST PORTION OF THE VERSE
DEALS WITH CHRIST'S FIRST COMING; THE NEXT
WITH HIS SECOND COMING. WHEN CHRIST CAME
THE FIRST TIME HE DID NOT ESTABLISH A
THEOCRATIC KINGDOM ON EARTH. |HAT GOLDEN
AGE OR UTOPIA AWAITS HIS SECOND COMING.
THE WORD IN_THE BIBLE REFERS TO THE
PLACE OF H. THE DAY 1S COMING WHEN THE
AUTHORITY AND POWER OF HUMAN GOVERMMEMT WILL
REST UPON THE SHOULDERS. OF JESUS CHRIST.
CHRIST WILL BE THE NEW KING AND NEW GOVERNMENT
UNDER HIS RULE WILL PREVAIL THROUGHOUT THE
EARTH. LARGE SEGMENTS OF THIS TRUTH ARE
PRESENTED IN THE BOOK OF [SAIAH. FOR EXAMPLE,
At SALAHdedet2=9, HIS RULE WILL BE A RIGHTEOUS

1T WAS COMMON

, ‘ORD AS A KIND AND
GENEROUS MAN EVEN TO HIS DEFEATED OPPONENTS.
AFTER ONE NAVAL VICTORY THE DEFEATED ADMIRAL
WAS BROUGHT TO NELSON'S SHIP. KNOWING HIS




/
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REPUTATION FOR COURTESY AND THINKING TO TRADE
UPON“THIS SUPPOSED WEAKNESS, THE DEFEATED

@™ |OFFICER ADVANCED ACROSS THE DECK WITH AN
OUTSTRETCHED HAND AS IF TO SHAKE HANDS WITH
AN EQUAL.. NELSON’S HAND REMAINED AT HIS SIDE
AND HE SAID: “YOUR SWORD FIRST, AND THEN
YOUR _HAND,” “MEN MUST BECOME THE SUBJECTS OF
THE KING BEFORE THEY BECOME HIS FRIENDS.

[11. ISAIAH WROTE OF CHRIST'S VICARIOUS
SUFFERING - Isa1aH 53:5-6

WAS VISITING AN ART GALLERY IN ITALY
] MANY YEARS AGO. HE NOTICED TWO OUTSTANDING
" FEATURES IN THE METHODS OF THE ARTISTS. ON
THE ONE SIDE WAS THE WORK OF MEN SUCH AS
WHO IS ALLEDGED TO HAVE PAINTED THE
" LARGEST CANVAS IN THE_WORLD AT THAT TIME,
PN { THE DIMENSIONS BEING /5 FEET LONG AND 36 _FEET
|

HIGH INTO WHICH THE ARTIST HAD CRAMMED 600
LIFE-SIZED FIGURES, HOWEVER, IN THE EYES OF
THE PASTOR THE MASSIVE PICTURE WAS DISAPPOINT-
ING FOR IT WAS A CONGLOMERATE MASS OF
_CHARACTERS, ACCORDING TO HIM, THE PICTURE

HAD NO CENTRALITY, NO FOCAL OR PIVOTAL POINT.
I[N CONTRAST WAS 'S WORK IN FLORENCE
 AND RoME, THE SISTINE CHAPEL ABOUNDS WITH
| HIS WORK. RAPHAEL NEVER UNDERTOOK A TASK
WITHOUT A DEFINITE OBJECT IN VIEW. HOWEVER

DELICATE THE DETAILS OF HIS WORK, THEY ONLY
ERVED TO MAKE THE CENTRAL OBJECT STRIKING.
RE IS A1EQ£ALaﬂQJNT'OR”CE&IRAgClEEME IN

THE BIBLE AND IT IS THE CROSS OF CHRIST.
IsA1AH 53:6 HAS BEEN CALLED THE JOHN'3:16 OF
THE OLD TESTAMENT,  IT SPEAKS OF MAN'S
PERVERSION AND GoD’S PROVISION. [HE VERSE
. BEGINS AND ENDS WITH ALL. (SOME FOLKS READ

2 /47 OR SUBSTITUTE SOME OR FEW FOR ALL BUT THE
—""" FAULTY TRANSLATION DOES NOT CHANGE THE FACT.
ALL MEN ARE BORN ON “ASTRAY AVENUE.” ALL MAY
NOT BE TO THE SAME DEGREE, BUT ALL IN THE SAME
DIRECTION. [HE PROVISION WAS AS DEEP AS

.\\ﬁ-—k __a//;
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THE PERVERSION. [HE WORD VICARIOUS MEANS

CHRIST DID SOMETHING FOR US OR IN OUR BEHALF.
THE SAVIOUR DIED FOR AL IN THEIR PLACE,
(RELATE THE STORY O 5 WHO REPRESENTS
EVERY MAN. CHRIST DIED™PEET EVERY MAN, LIKE
BARABBAS, MIGHT GO FREE. MATTHEW 27:16-14
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TRUTH ABOUT THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH

& Joun 14:17, 15:26, 16:13 G ﬁii‘f‘;)

LA—-’&.At
aoj..: b ok 47;-/" i ’L‘:(

THREE TIMES IN THESE CHAPTERS JOHN REFERS
TO THE HOLY SPIRIT AS THE - _SPIRIT OF IRUTH.HE
AND .
IMPORTANT TRUTHS:

(1)  THE HoLY SPIRIT IS NOT A /GHOST. THE WORD
GHOST SUGGESTS FANTASY OR .EAIRY TALES., [HEIR
STORY OF A YOUNGSTER WHO DID NOT WANT TO RETURN
TO SUNDAY SCHOOL, Wb il Mo (RS @a )

(2)  THE HoLy GHOST IS N?Egéﬂﬁ&!b IT 1S
UNFORTUNATE THAT THE WORD WAS TRANSLATED
GHOST: BECAUSE THE HoLY SPIRIT 1S -UMSEEN HE IS

SOMETIMES TREATED AS L. _IN THIS DISPENSAT-
ION, THE HoLY SPIRIT ?@'?ﬁ! \DMI RATO

%ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ. HOWEVER, MUCH IS NO OR RECOGNIZED
IS PRESENCE IN CHURCH SERVICES. IHERE ARE
IﬂQ_EXIEEME& - THOSE WHO SEEM TO MAKE 10O MUEH

OF THE SPIRIT'S MINISTRY AND THOSE WHO SEEM TO
MAKE 100 LETTLE OF IT.

TOZ & sl - . ; tncgmik Miss /"/./"'\’

I; THE _TRUTH ABOUT BIRIH BY THE SPIRIT -
JOHN 3:5-8

IN THE BoOK, "DAYS OF GRACE” ARTHUR ASHE,
FORMER TENNIS STAR AND CAPTAIN OF THE DAVIS cup
TEAM, TELLS OF AN EXPERIENCE HE HAD IN A

NOT LONG_AFTER HIS ANNOUNCEMENT THAT
#» HE HAD CONTRACTED AIDS FROM A BLOOD TRANSFUSION

GLVEN TO HIM DURING aiiiuﬁiiiﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ- A ZEALOUS
CHRISTIAN MAN_RUSHED UE;:geHIM STARTCING

FASH AND ASKED ASHE

FOR THE NEXT ERAL PAGES IN THE BOOK
SHE REVIEWS HIS FROM
TO CP M TO SEVERAL

PROTESTANI.GROUPS IN BETWEEN, HIS _WIFE'S

4
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CATHOLIC FAITH AND HIS AWARENESS AND INVOLVEMENT

SEVERAL FFERENTWORLD _RELLGLONS .
H1S_IDEAS ABOUT RELIGION WEREU

CNEW L ITTLE-OR 20UT. IN THE TEXT LET
US EXAMINE AT LEASTIIHQ_lQ£A§ ABOUT SPIRITUAL
BIRTH: ey

, ;,.LIJeabiﬁb
(1) A MYSTERY - LIKE THE MEN DO NOT SEE
OR BNTROL NISTRY OF THE SPIRIT. HIS

MINISTRY IS EVEN IF IT IS NOT

ALSO THE W WATER IS ATTACHED TO H
BUT IT IS NOT A REFERENCE TO BAPT&EE, BAPTISM
IS A PICTUR _WIIIIIQIFIIIQI ! SALVATION
WERE BQgBAﬁglg%f OBODY THE OLD TESTAMENT
Tou%n HAVE BEEN SAVED! (EPHESIANS 5:26, JOHN

lm-) WAS A PROFESSORwOFwRELIGION, THAT IS
HE RELIGION IN THE SYNAGOGUE, YET HE WAS
WHEN,_CONFRONTED WITH THE TRUTH OF

LIKE NICODEMUS, MANY PEOPLE

'ATIONS AND DEER REL1GIOUS
| S BUT WITHOUT SPIRITUAL
Jgég;QBTHEY HAVE MISSED EXACTLY WHAT NICODEMU:

' L (2Ce. (/o)
(2) A Must - NoTE THAT T TEXT DOES NOT  SAY
"HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERE YOU. THINK IT'S A
GOOD IDEA, OR WHATSAS YOUR OPINION ABOUT THE
"HEREAFTER. IHE NEW BIRTH IS LF.
TO GET TO HEAVEN HE

BIRTH.

E_MATERN B0 IN HIS EPISTLE, OHN MAKES
IT VERY AT SPIRITUAL BIRTH PRODUCES

SPIRITUAL BEHAVIOR. (1 Joun 2:29, 3:9, 4:7, 5:4.)
\¥ i : j/ f -‘_, / ) -

§-
4 . L o~ X /
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THE GENUINE BELIEVER PRACTICES RIGHTEOUSNESS,
@ DOES NOT PRACTICE SIN, PRACTICES LOVING
RELATIONSHIPS, OVERCOMES THE WORLD.

11, THE TRUTH ABOUT THE SPIRIT'S BAPT!SH =

t‘& +em— ”"Jd:"/
I ORINTHIANS lf’l

AECENTLY,

ASKED MY OPINION OF

6y

[ pon’ COULD ESCAPE A

AFTER BEING ZAPRED AND FA TO_THE
HIS IS NOT MY IDEA OF GOOD .
ALL OF THIS SPEAKS TO THE "PENTECOSTAL

L
APPROACH TQ THE SPIRIT'S MINISTRY. THERE ARE
TWO IDEAS ABQUT THE SUBJECT /
® bt - r“*ﬁ¢§éeéé?-

Lhoeo pril e

SM 1S Am BLESSING TO
: FORE, IT IS
SOMETHI

ﬂ\-L AL(_.J f

2.¢) (2)  THE BAPTISM IS FOR@AND TOOK PLACE AT
«=GONVERSHON , [HE TERM BA M OF THE SPIRIT IS

MENTIONED SIX OR SEVEN TIMES IN THE NEW

TESTAMENT BUT THIS IS THE ONLY VERSE IN THE

EPISTLES DEALING IN DEPTH WITH THE SUBJECT.

4. NOTICE, THERE_IS 1 .
gl RITs  THERE WAS NO_MEN) ) !
“QUGUESHERE. THE SPIRTTTS BARLLSHM

MAKE THE LORINTHIANS S&L&FLLW_ - T OF

THE HoLy SPIRIT DOES THAT! (EPHESIA

INGS !

~~ /1 FIND NO BIBLICAL INJUNCTION OR ADMONITION TO
BE ZAPPED OR SLAIN. Lm THE SPIRIT. [HE BIBLE DOES
COMMAND US TO BE : =D BY THE SPIRIT. WHAT
ONE BELIEVES ABO 1sM OF THE HoLY SPIRIT
DOES NOT DEPEND UPON WHAT SOMEONE PRACTICES BUT

674;:‘/ QﬂT:w—,—‘LMi:&i %LM -bn%tg-pyf

N Fﬁﬁaﬁ§ﬂauié3;§;u””¢ £l s Con Tl T

.
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~ RATHER WHAT THE BIBLE PRESENTS.
[11. THE TRUTH ABOUT THE SPIRIT'S BAESSINGS-
EPHESIANS 1:3

IN THIS PAssAGE THE [IRINIIM IS PRESENTED
AS HAVING BEEN INVOLVED IN THE BELIEVER'S

SALVATION, )
- y) . L "T"“ :";‘L“
(1)  THE FATHER -, VERSES | l 6 {§7gfw. ?
CHOSEN - VERSES 3- ly i‘- Lot bV(ﬁ&z}
1A ApoPTED - VERSE 5 — £, . A

AccEPTED - VERSE 6 _,zb»;ﬁjﬁgg_Ff@‘fThﬁr
(2) (THE Soﬁf) VErRsES 7-12
REDEEMED - VERSE / &4

ffi{z. REDEEMED

FORGIVEN - VERSE 7 —

L ora AL

INHERITANCE - VERSE 11-12-.77.07" %~ o
(3) Ine SPIRIT - VERSE 13 RS
1,

e SEALED_BY_THE_SPIRIT 1S ONE OF THE GREAT
“#¢, BLESSINGSTHE BELIEVER ENJOYS AND WHICH
\GUARANTEES HIS ULTIMATE SECURITY AND DESTINATION.

&~IV THE TRUTH ABOUT THE SPIRIT'S B{BBING -

¢ gég‘ﬁ_(ﬁCTS 11 l%:)

23 THE WORD BIDDING MEANS TO SAY, SPEAK,
OMMAND ORE THIS CHAPTER RECORDS PETER'S

A Dse %’” & ;D 4




A

> COMMANDED PETER TO ACT AGAINST H
BI1GOJRY. AND.PREJUDICES. [HE HOLY.

W\ ? B X O ,, /
JAAV& _ ‘zd '

Wae o 0
/ ALY s -5 = \\\
HISTORIC VISIT TO THE HOUSE OF

ORNELIUS. (oD
OWN RELIGIOUS
' =NABLED

0 DO WHAT SEEMED IMPOSSIBLE_FOR.A JEW -
TAKE THE GOSPEL TO THE GENTILES' THERE SEEMED
TO B THE SPIRIT:

(1) '- “"AND THE SPIRIT AND THE BRIDE SAY,

ND LET HIM THAT HEARETH SAY, COME. AND
LET HIM THAT IS ATHIRST COME, _AND WHOSOFVER
WIlLlL ., LET HIM TAKE THE WATER OF L IFE FERFFIY,

(ReV. 22:17) (/nntl 7/ s At 3.20)
AcCORDING TO JoHN 16:8 IT 1s THE HoLY SPIRIT
SHSH?%%OMHH?&”EEpESVE”f‘}&IETIORLQNBF
SIN, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND OF JUDGMENT.
Stop/- AcTs 16:6 sAys “Now WHEN THEY HAD

GONE T 0GH PHRYGIA AND THE REGION OF GALACIA
AND WERE FORRIDDEN OF THE HolryY GHOST TO PREACH

IﬂE.ﬂQR?_lNSASLA4..BUT THE SPIRIT SUFFERED THEM
NOT . HE SPIRIT OF GoD STOPPED PAUL AND HIS
MISSIONARY COMPANY FROM GOING EASTWARD AWAY FROM
EUROPE, THE GOSPEL MINISTRY IS UNDER THE
SPIRIT S DIRECTION. WHEN HE SPEAKS, MEN KNOW

@VOICE. - XS %‘Jb‘«ﬂq ‘ah= sTP DI

THE GO IN THE GoSPEL IS THE SPIRIT'S
BIDDING AND THE CHURCH'S RESPONSIBILITY IN
OBEYING THE GREAT COMMISSION, (MATTHEW 28:19),
FOR THOSE WHO MAY SAY: T.T oy
AND THESE WORDS LEAD THEM INTO AREAS3 MAR AL

/qT_ABEAS LE AREAS
i THE WORDS, OF AN OLD SONG SPEAKS AS A WARNING TO

\

A

us ALL "Uow FIRM A FOUNDATION, YE SAINTS OF THE
s TAID FOR YOUR FAITH IN HIS EXCELLENT

I
WORDi WHAT MORe CAN HE SAY THAN To You HE HATH
_JQQ%% T0 You WHO FOR REFUGE To JESus HATH FLED.”
0

W FIRM A FOUNDATION" SOME WANT “MORE" WHEN
THEY HAVE NOT CONSIDERED MUCH'

Y
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IV, THE TRUTH ABOUT THE SPIRIT'S BINDINE

Acts 20:22
THE ARGIN C S SRIRIT -
GORRECTLY 565 [HIS IS BAULES FINAL MESSAGE TO

THE EPHESTIAN ELDERS. THE WORD BOUND IN THE TEXT
IS THE SAME WORD USED IN RoMANS /:Z TO SPEAK OF
BONDS OF MARRI, [T 1S SOMETIMES USED TO
DEPICT LITERAL PHYSICAL BINDING AS WHEN SATAN
BE _BOUND FOR A THOUSAND.YEARS. MANY OF Us
B Y HABITS, PLEASURES, AND OTHER
OWEVER THERE IS.NO BINDING LIKE THE
n "THE SPIRIT OF GOD GIVES TO THE BELIEVER
NING A SENSE-OF-DUTY-AND-RESPONSIBILITY
o IN-CHRISTIAN-MISSION. [|HERE ARE TIMES WHEN THE

BELIEVER, LIKE PAUL, CAN_DQ_NQIHLNEB#%é%TAND
ug1u§u§_5LgE THAN FOLLOW THE CLEAR ION OF
THE SP

IRTT OF GOD EVEN WHEN THE PATH IS NOT
,ONG LIFE'S WAY, THERE ARE SOME
- THINGSWE ARE

ScoTLAND, ¢

T0 CHINA, IN EVERY SIGN

IN CHURCH HISTORY, THE MINISTRY OF THE SPIRIT'S

BINDING MEN TO THE TASK WITH GOD GIVEN BURDENS

IS VERY CLEAR.(yﬁOHN FAWCETTE WAS A YOQUNG

BAPTls¢—P WHO HAD A SMALL CHURCH_IN THE
/ ILLAGE OF WAINSGATE, ENGLAND IN THE 18TH

CENTURY, HE SERVED THERE FOR SEVEN-YEARS BUT
THE CONGREGATIONS' INSENSITIVITY. TO HIS FINAN-

L% 2. %

'HISJEARERELL_SERMQN—WAS PREACHED, HIS HOUSEHOLD
GOODS._LOADED- ON THE MOVING-_WAGONS AND HIS

'NEIGHBORS CAME TO BID HIM FAREWELL. SUDDENLY,
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WIFE BROKE INTO TEARS AND_CRIED OUT TO HER
™ HUSBAND THAT—SHE..COULD NOT BEAR.TO.LEAVE. HIS
REPLY WAS THE SAME -~ WE WILL NOT GQ - UNLOAD THE
A_LETTER WAS DISPATCHED TO LONDON

ﬁOULD YOU BELIEVE, THAT JOoHN_FAWCETTE REMAINED

PASTOR OF WAINSGATE CHURCH-FOR—FIFTY-YEARS!
THROUGHOUT THOSE FIFTY YEARS HE REREATEBLY
REFUSED LARGER MORE-—4=UERAFIME OFFERS. DURING
THOSE YEARS OF MINISTRY AT WAINSGATE HE WROTE
THIS soNG: "BLEST Be THE T1E THAT BI

ARTS IN CHRISTIAN LOVE,
IVDRED MINDS 1S LIKE
UR MUTUAL Woes, Our |
'U“%EN For EACH UTHER
—TEARL"

~ CoNcLUSION: THERE IS SOMEONE IN CHURCH TODAY
WHOM WE HAVE NOT SEEN BUT HE DOES_NOT NEED TO
BE SEEN IN ORDER TO BE PRESENT. EVEN THOUGH
HE 1S NOT SEEN HE SPEAKS. HE AFFIRMS THE TRUTHS
OF THE BIBLE. LISTEN TO HIS VOICE AS HE PROMPTS
MEN TO FAITH IN CHRIST.
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THINGS MOST SURELY BELIEVED AMONG US

J’A 'r"‘:?‘nnbﬂi =y

Z)(&w\tn/ 4y

THE SPEL OF LUKE WAS WRITTEN BY A DOCTOR
AND IT\IS LIBERALLY SPRINKLED WITH .MEDICAL
TERMS., N 1:2 THE WORD EYEWITNESSES IS THE
AY] FROM WHICH WE GET THE ENGLISH
JOCTOR LUKE DID A
S_CONCER ING JESUS CHRIST AND

S FINDINGS' IN THIS GOSPEL.
[T WAS WR

PRES JHI
ﬁa$§§§ - THE THINKING
MAN - TO GIVE HIM SOMETHING 10 THINK ABOUT

REGARDING CHRIST, GOD’'S PEREEET- UKE
TALKS ABOUT THINGS THA

STATES THAT AFTER
HE. DS, HE DETERMINED

ING THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST.
BELIEVERS SHOULD, JOIN_HANDS WITH THE OLD
SAGE WHO_SAID,V ' JKNOW.A...

e £ _THINGS
HA: N ANY HRISTIAN LEADERS ARE
DISTRESSED WITH A_GENE OF 0ERS
WHO KNOW SQ_LLI§LE ABOUT THE IBLE AND WHAT
E. OME FOLK SEEM TO KNOW MORE
S BTSRRI IND

T :
Ten UT §
. @ b AN Zra LSNP RS
 /DTSPENSATIONALISM, (3) FOOTBALL MORE THAN
UTURE BLESSINGS, (4) PRE-MARITAL SEX MORE
THAN PRE-MILLENIALISM, (5) ELVIS AND
>  GRACELAND OVER ETERNAL LIFE AND GRACE!

Usine DR, Lukg As A BIBLICAL BASIS, LET US
EXAMINE SOME BIBLICAL BASIC BELIEFS FOR
BELIEVERS: w &Lt £ Aesres
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[. WE BELIEVE THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD -

PN [T Tim. 3:16 QQ&:!

IN THE TEXT IS MORE THAN
omgouwn GREEK WORD
THAT 1s, Slisy

TYTRRTTE: QN, WE MEAN THAT THE
ORIGINAL Al S _ARE ABSOLUTELY INFALLIBLE,
A L DUC B |HE

| C/WORD_BLENARY 1S OFTEN USED TO DESCRIBE OUR
VIEW OF INSPIRATION. IT MEANS SUEL OR

b CLENDING- 10 EVERY..P, '-m‘:" L] THE WORD VERBAL @

ANS PERTAINING TO WORDS.
C%é; THE _WORDS EVERYWHERE IN SCRIP : T
O R NA A OGRAP
l R N_GOD OMEONE ASKED_MI_SEMLNARX ()
Py PROFESSOR HIS THEORY ON THE SUBJECT OF
' INSPIRATION AND HE SAID HE BELIEVED IN
INSPIRATION. HE wAs

8 WHERE JESU

[~y A QNE JOT OR ONE TITTI E QHAI!
/iy * " _NO WISE PA§S FROM THE LAW, TIl All BE
755 FULEILLED.” OTHER_VERSES SUCH AS MATTHEW
“>>XF 2435 anD JoHN 10:35 ATTEST TO THE SAME
BIBLICAL FACT. To ILLUSTRATE THE TRUTH OF
22 ) MATTHEW 5:18, oy POINTS OUT
THAT IN“GALAT THE _VERY ARGUMENT
oF PauL SUS' MESSIAHSHIP RESTS
ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A SINGULAR AND
__PLURAL WORD IN THE GREEK TEXT - THE WORD
| (;) < SEED, HE ALSO POINTS OUT THAT IN THE HEBREW
LANGUAGE THE WORD PRAISE AND THE WOR £
"ARE VERY SIMILAR IN CONSTRUCTION. [HE
DIFFERENCE IS IN THE FIRST RADICALS OR THE
FIRST LETTER OF THE WORD. [HE ONE LETTER IS
THE HEBREWZHETH AND THE OTHER IS THE HEBREW
L HE. [HE DIFFERENCE IS A SLIGHT BREAK OR

£ 13« /lg - 33\s%

IN
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OPENING IN THE UPPER OR LEFT LIMB OF THE
LETTER. [T SEEMS SO SMALL A MATTER UNTIL WE
«»  READ A VERSE LIKE LEVITICUS 18:2] WHICH $AYs;
THE NAME OF THY Gon.’
UPPOSE THE WRI EVITICUS HAD BEEN
CARELESS IN HIS TRANSLATION AND TRANSLATED
THE WORD PRAISE FOR PROFANE THEN THE VERSE
) WOULD READ:

L QE_THY-Gop.” T TRUTH MAY BE
(S) | 1LLUSTRATED TNCENGLISA. A BUSINESSHAN
T

DICTATES A LE A COMPANY IN WHICH HE
A SAYS, : RS YOU
| MWILL NOW FILL YOUR ORDER, CARELESS
Y STENOGRAPHER WRITES THE LETTER AS FOLLOWS:
DERSTAND YOQUR LETTER
& OT FILL YOUR ORDE HE DIFFERENCE
IN TH TWO SENTENCES IS A_SINGLE LETTER
CHANGING THE W IN Now TO A T IN NOT. y
IHIS SINGIEF | FTTER CHANGES THE ENTIRF MEANING

-~ .Q.Lmﬁ_maﬂﬁmunﬁm- —OURELY ALovalo L

v RAY. ALSO POINTED OUT THAT
SOME LIBERAL THEOLOGIANS HAVE REMARKED THAT IT

DOES NOT MATTER WHETHE ROUSERS
WERE QRIGINALLY PERFECTC IF )THEY WERE NOW
JORN, HIS REPLY IS CLAS GRAY WHEN HE

SAYS IT MIGHT NOT MATTER OR MIGHT BE OF SMALL
CONSEQUENCE TO THE WEARER OF THE TROUSERS BUT
TO THE MAKER OR TAILOR IT IS OF GREAT
IMPORTANCE BECAUSE HE WOULD WANT IT CLEARLY
UNDERSTOOD THAT TTEY DID NOT LEAVE HIS SHOP

0D FOR LS. GUESTION :

IBLE IS LNACCURATE IN AREAS SUCH AS

S, HIST MATION AND OTHER
SUPPOSEDLY INQLDENIAL_MAII%B%, CAN WE

BE SURE THAT IT IS ACCURAT N THE SUBJECT
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OF SALVATION? _%%E;+ﬁ%$;%%=;é;g=;;, PETER
DECLARES T§ ?,- HOLD IN OUR HANDS

NTS !

.,TY IN ETERNAL MATTER

OUR BASIS AUTHOF
IS EITHER THE BIBLEl - WHICH HAS SHOWN
THROUGH ITS UNITY, INDESTRUCTIBILITY,

TRANSFORMING POWER, PROPHECY, SCIENTIFIC AND

ARCHEOLOGICAL ACCURACY THAT IT IS INDEED OUR

FINAL AUTHORITY CO RNING. FAITH OR PRACTICE
Q;j THE LOGIC A

OR WE ARE LEFT TO : F
MEN WHOSE THEORIES AND IDEAS ARE LIKE THE
SHIFTING SANDS OF THE DESERT. I|HE TRUTH OF
A GENERATION AGO IS NO LONGER VALID AND WE
SEEK FOREVER TO FIND ANSWERS OF OUR ORIGIN
AND DESTINY. _JESUS INDICATED THAT HIS ANQ

IS THE SUPREME COURT
WEW. IT TS THE_MEASURING &UQ};
FOR WHAT YOU AND | BELIEVE ABOUT GOD. .

TOWARD THE SCRIPTURES SHOULD B

ATTTTUPE TOWARD THE SCRIPTURES AND THE
SUPREME TEST OF ANY ARGUMENT _OR THINKING
ABOUT SPIRITUAL MATTERS IS “THUS SAITH THE

LorD” OR ” "IN MATTHEW 2Z:29,
JESUS RE RS THAT MEN GO

ASTRAY WHEN THEY DO NOT KNOW AND HEED THE
SCRIPTURES. IT IS MY OPINION, THAT MANY MEN
ARE AFRAID TO COME TO THE LIGHT OF SACRED
SCRIPTURE, NOT BECAUSE THEY HAVE INTELLECTUAL
DOUBTS BUT BECAUSE THEY HAVE MORAL WEAKNESSES.
DARKNESS IS ALWAYS MORE COMFORTABLE THAN
LIGHT. WHEN MEN DO NOT KNOW THE WORD OF GoD
AND LIVE BY ITS PRECEPTS THEY ARE DESTINED

TO WANDER IN_THE MORAL DARKNESS OF THEIR OWN
DEPRAVITY. IN OUR GENERATION, SOME SUPPOSED
INTELLECTUALS LOOK UPON JESuUS CHRIST AND THE
BIBLE AS THE LAST RESORT FOR SOME PEOPLE -
ONE STEP FROM THE ASYLUM. PauL LITTLE POINTS
OUT THAT A FRIEND OF HIS WHO WAS STUDYING

AT A WELL-KNOWN UNIVERSITY WAS DENIED A
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PHD IN SOCIAL SCIENCE BECAUSE OF THE

~  PREJUDICE OF THE FACULTY WHO TOLD HIM THAT
BELIEVING WHAT HE DID ABOUT Gop, HE WAS BY
DEFINITION CRAZY!

[I. WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST IS THE SON
OF GOD AND SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD -
MATTHEW 16:15-16, MAaTTHEW 1:21

IN THE MATTHEW 16 PASSAGE, PETER DECLARED THE

OF CHRIST. HOWEVER, THE DIETY OF

CHRIST DOES NOT_REST UPON THE DECLARATIONS
3 OF PREAEHERS. THE FACT THAT PETER SAID IT,

DID NOT NECESSARILY MAK DIETY
bends M SWCH AS:
Avks HIS ABILITY TO FURGIVE 2V His

“ﬁ LLINGNESS TO ACCEPT, B |

@  CONTROL OVER DI AND NATURE; C4)HIS own
) CLAIMS., ASON WHY THEY CRUCIFIED CHRIST

TO BE THE SoN oF GoD,
: %c@? % TO SAVE HIs
— LIFE WAS TO IS STATEMENT BUT INSTEAD
HE DIED RATHER THAN DENY THAT SIMPLE STATEMENT.

JEsus CHRIST WAS NO MERE LOCAL OR TRIBAL Gob.
EVERYTHING IN THE BIBLE POINTS TO HIS UNIVERSAL

— CLAIM. (JouN 3:16) FEW PASSAGES ILLUSTRA
55??‘ QUR_LORD’S DIETY BETTER THAN JOHN 9:2 éi)
pa, { 55~58.,
636£| [1I. WE BELIEVE THERE IS A LITERAL, REAL
HEAVEN TO GAIN AND A LITERAL REAL
HELL TO FLEE - MATTHEW 7:13-14,
N MATTHEW 10:28, MAaTTHEW 25:46, ¢1 4 Lt
(EMPHASIZE "FIRE" )_% ‘gj‘;‘_m Py

w
THE DOCTRINE OF PURGATORY IS NOT A BIBLICAL

§ DOCTRINE. [HERE IS NO SUCH\THING AS EITHER
A SECOND CHANCE TO REPENT AFYER ONE DIES

'De».' Jol L{




NOR IS THERE SUCH A STATE AS SOUL SLEEP WHEN
ONE DIES. [HE DOCTRINE OF HELL IS THE MOST

™ ( SUBJECT IN THE BIBLE. YEI-E%N%%@E
LLLONCE ATTRIBUTED THE MORAL COLL
OF GREAT BRITAIN TO THE FACT THAT CLERGYMEN

NO LONGER PREACHED ON H D HELL. WALK
THROUGH THE STREETS OF LOOK AT
THE MARQUEE OF THEAIERS, SEMENTS ON TV,

WHETHER IT BE ON AN ELEVATQR, IN A DEPARTMENT
STORE, RESTAURANT, MOTIEL WHEREVER GROUPS OF
PEOPLE GATHER= WEAR IN THE NAME oF Gop
AN . QUESTIONY Wy 1s THIS?  NoBoDY
EVER SAYS Ereem=rs KVEN!” ANSWER: [ THINK IT
IS BECAUSE WITHIN MAN™S SUBCONSCIOUS HE IS
BOTH AWARE AND AFRAID THAT THERE IS SUCH A
PLACE AND UNWITTINGLY USES THE TERM TO EXPRESS
HIS DEEPEST FEARS. JESUS TALKED ABOUT HELL
MORE THAN ANY OTHER PERSON. AND ANY PERSON

. WHO GOES THERE, WHO HAS A B1BLE, DOES SO

- BECAUSE HE. IGNORES.(GOD'S LOVING CALL AND
GRAPHLC.WARNING. S. LEWIS® ARGUMENT ABOUT
ETERNITY IS COMPELLING. AYS THAT A MAN'S
HUNGER. DOES NOT PROVE THAT HE WILL HAVE BREAD
BUT IT DOES PROVE THAT HE COMES FROM A RACE
WHICH PREPARES ITS BODY BY EATING AND
INHABITs THE WORLD WHERE EATABLE SUBSTANCES
EXIST TO SATISFY_THAT HUNGER. HE GOES ON TO
SAY THAT ONE'S DESIRE/FOR PARADISE AND GOD
IS APRETTY GOOD INDICATION THAT SUCH A THING
EXISTS AND THAT SOME MEN WILL BE THERE.
HE GOES ON TO SAY: “A MAN MAY LOVE A WOMAN
AND NOT WIN HER; BUT IT WOULD BE VERY ODD
IF A PHENOMENON CALLED FALLING IN LOVE
OCCURRED IN A SEXLESS WORLD.” THE SAME
ARGUMENT WOULD APPLY TO THE SUBJECT OF HELL.,

™ (I REMEMBER TALKING SOME YEARS AGO WITH A
PERSON WHO HA&JL#?ﬂL HE WAS UNIMPRESSED
WITH MY BIBLICAL PRESENTATION ON THE SUBJECT
OF HELL. AFTER LISTENING TO AND TALKING ABOUT
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SOME OF HIS ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE SUBJECT
AND TO CONCLUDE OUR DISCUSSION, AND CALLING
HIM BY NAME | sAID: “SuppoSE | AM RIGHT?”

™  HE HAD NO ANSWER.

IV. WE BELIEVE THAT MAN IS A GREAT SINNER
AND THAT CHRIST IS A GREAT SAVIOULR -
[ TimoTHy 1:15 ot

PLEASE NOTICE IN THE TEXT THAT THE WORD SAVE
AND THE WORD SINNER APPEAR IN THE SAME VERSE.
CHRIST'S PURPOSE IN COMING TO THIS. PLANET

MH”L WAS TO%. THEREFORE A MAN
Y =—— 1s NOT H DS NO SAVIOUR. ET

SCRIPTURE CLEARLY SAYS CHRIST CAME TO EARTH
OR THAT PURPOSE, LUKE 19:10 ACCORDING TO
: THE WORD SIN SEEMS TO
ROM OUR-VOCABULARY. THERE
HAS BEEN A GREAT .SHIFT. IN AMERICAN THINKING
®AND MOST AMERLCANS NO LONGER CONSIDER
THEMSELVESauumuaaaLﬁJﬂuﬁqugd HOWEVER, WE
MAY ELIMINATE THE WORD SI OM THE
VOCABULARY BUT THE ACT AND CONSEQUENCES OF
SIN IS VERY MUCH WITH US. IT IS AS IF SOMEONE
Wﬂ'ﬁ?ﬁ' ON THE BOTTLE BUT THE
CONTENTS IS STILL THE SAME. WE MAY CALL A_LLE
A FIB, STEALING SNITCHING, RQBBERY KLEPTO-
MANIA, FORNICATIQN AND ADULTRY PRE-MARITAL AND
_SEXTRA-MARITAL S RELATIONSHIPS BUT THE
PROBLEMS REMAIN, [N RECENT YEARS | HAVE NOT
MET SOMEONE WHO WQULD SAY “I_AM A SINNER” -
IN FACT MOST sAY "I O0T_SUCH A BAD PERSON.
THEY EXPECT ﬁ.LJquuinLJma-msaiﬁ'FROM GOD
IS DISAPPROVAL. SAUL-OF TARSU

RATHER THAN us

WAS JUST SUCH A PERSON! THE _RICH YOUNG RULER
™  WAS sucH A Person!  ROMANS AN

I

FERENT i
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V. WE BELIEVE GOD WANTS YOU TO BE SAVED -
TODAY - IT Cor. 6:2
IN LUKE 23:43, THE=DYING —TH]

FACT THAT HE HAD NO—TOMORBOW WITHOUT CHRIST.
WITH HIM IT WAS EITHER NOW OR NEV

CHRISTIAN LIFE AFTER THEY GET IT OR THAT THEY

CANNOT LIVE LT’ AFTER THEY GET IT. MEN MUST

F ORROW WILL_NOT COME
oA SOME N DS I D L oL oM e

MAY BE YOU AND THAT IS WHY THE BIBLE STATES

THAT GOD WANTS YOU TO BE SAVED TODAY, BECAUSE
TOMORROW COULD BE TOO LATE.
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e &75/

Luke 1:1 zf%;;

THIS WEEK, WHILE DRIVING TO WORK, I WAS LISTENING
TO A LOCAL RADIO STATION AND SPECIFICALLY A SPEAKER
WHO WAS TELLING AN INTERESTING STQRY CONCERNING HIS
WORK AS A DOCTOR INBANGLADESH. [THE STORY SOUNDED
SO FAMILIAR THAT | WAS NOT SURPRISED AT THE CLOSE
OF THE PROGRAM WHEN THE DOCTOR WAS IDENTIFIED AS
WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF THE CURRENT
§Mz) RELIGIOUS BEST-SELLER, “DAKTAR", THIS MISSIONARY
"' _DOCTOR HAS BEEN VERY MUCH IN THE NEWS CONCERNING
THE EMERGENCE OF THIS NEW NATION., &LT 1S INTERESTING
///beO NOTICE THE NUMBER OF st,ﬂilﬂmdn HO HAVE BEEN
NTE SEED AHD INVOLVEB HRISTIAN WORK; MEN LIKE
UR .1, EHAAN, AND DR. WALTER WILSON, TO NAME BUT
'i.E v THE WRITER OF THE.hﬂSBEL.ﬂE.EuKE WAS A
STONARY DOCTOR. [HE GOSPEL OF LUKE, WHICH PRE-
US AS THE SoN OF MAN ABOUNDS WITH.anmgaL
Kﬁuls N THE FIRST FOUR VERSES OF CHAPTER E
UTHORIZED VERSION DOES NOT BRING OUT THE FULL

WEIGHT OF LUKE'S INTENTION, THE IDEA IS THAT LUKE,
THE BELOVED PHYSICIAN;.&- R CGARE: i

("FROM THE MODERN IDEA THAT

BELIE _ GOD IS FASTENING ONE S FANCY
UPON | -"-‘““A_ . RE WHICH REALLY ISN T TRUE OR
ACCURATE., OR 0" PEOPLE, CHRISTIAN FAITH 19

SIMPLY .BLIND-CREDULITY AND THE KISSING OF ONE S

ERAINS GOODBYE AS.WE_LEAP INTO THE DARKNESS OF FAITH!
UKE DESTR@YS ruis %ALSEELQEA. ESING THIS INTERESTING

PHRASE IN VERSE WOULD LLK GGEST SEVERAL

EY DOCTRINES WHICH ARE BY CHRISTJANS,
EPEATEDLY, IN THE WORD, OF 0D, THE WORD BEL1E¥E

AND THE WORD ARE LINKED TOGETHER. _FOR
XAMPLE, IN , JESUS LINKED BELIEVING GOD'S

ORD AN SALVATION TOGETHER. OMPARE %—J

Ro _Bgmaua_HEE Romans-10:9; 221,
HE OSPEL OF HN ABOUNDS WIT? THIS_WORD. FOR
XAMPLE: _JoHN 1:12; 3: 16-18; J.J_ZB.,.Z.H..ZI

I-IKSF OF DISIRUST WHERE THE WORD CREDIBILITY
BEEN USED TO REFER TO WHAT MEN B

-OUT_LI1E, VERY FEW PEOPLE BELIEVE dNYONES
NE MAN WAS HEARD TO SAY SOMETIME

R | 4
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AGO, CE

/’\1BE-ﬁuBE;QE_AqLQIwQE_IHlNﬁﬁ_IHAI-ALN_I_ﬁQJ E IS
GOING TO TALK ABOUT SOME BIBLE DOCTRINES THAT ARE

SO-—WE KNOW THEM Fmﬁ HASTEN TO SAY,
THAT _B N _—Mkﬁ
LSO, THERE IS THE MISTAKEN IDEA THAT__'LH.E—MMQR.L}F{
OF PEOPLE ARE ALWAYS RIGHT ON A GIVEN SUBJECT. HIS
IS NOT NECESSARILY TRUE. LUKE WANTS HIS READERS TO

BASE THEIR FAITH UPON LET
ME SUGGEST SOME OF TH THAT ARE
NE%EFSARY IN OUR DISTRESSING TIMES. (»usvi)

. L BELIEVE THE BIRLE IS THE WORD OF GOD - Jn. 10:35
( f )

THERE ARE TWO KEY PASSAGES IN THE BIBLE
WITH THE SUBJECT OF ,.: - oN, 1=
THE WORD IN THIS PASSAGE MEANS FAR ﬁORE
THAN HUMAN GENTUS., , T S A COMPOUND GREEK WORD WHICH
MEANS .+ |HAT 1S, JUST AS OUR BREAIH
PROCEEDS FROM OQUR NOSTRIE SO THE SCRIPTURES HAVE
wCQME. EROM.GODHIMSELF Y VERBAL INSPIRATION,
ARE ABSOLUTELY
=NT €T PRODUCT OF GoD.
ENARMY 1S OFTEN USED TO DESCRIBE VERBAL
INSPIRA , EULL OR EXIENDING TO
’_% HE WORD SRRl ANS PERTAINING TO RDS.
EONE ASKED MYSSEMI) : ® HIS THEORY ON
THE SUBJECT OF INSPIRATLON AND HE SAID IT WAS,
JAND TLLTLE INSPIRATION,” HE WAS REFERRING TO
WATT. 51D "For VERILY [ SAY UNTO You, TILL HEAVEN
OR_ONE_TITTLE SHALL IN _NO
J SE_PASS FROM THE LAW, TILL A
#TLLUSTRATE THIS PRINCIPLE,&UR: JAMES [, GRAY}
IN A SERIES QL=BOONS=EATITLED, l.|uilmmtul=h‘ll-m. 3
_A PoINTS oUT KNEGALL 3109 THE VERY ARGUMENT OF PAUL
CONCERNING . P_RESTS ON THE,DIFFERENCE
\‘\\ ETWEEN A SINGULAR AND .PLURZ

Py MEAN THAT THE

HE WORD

AND THE WORD YBROEANBY ARE VERY SIMILAR N
CTION. THE ONLY DIFFERENCE IS THAT IN THE

_ELR&I_RAQLQ?%g,OR THE R OF THE WORD, THE
ONE LETTER HEBRE OTHER IS THE
~ HEBREW LETTER THE ONL IFFERENCE IS
BREAK OR IN THE OR THE
T SEEMS fﬁﬁg$E%FFLING TO B

UNTIL YOU READ A*VERSE LIKE

WHICH”SAYS) A HOU SHALS NOT PRO NE ‘
SUPPOSE THE WRITER OF EV -*cus

7= tE D @ Race /7g

?ﬁ 1.7 = a‘f(&h-!_,
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HAD BEEN CARELESS IN HIS TRANSLATION AND TRANSLATED
) PRAISE FOR PROFANE, THEN THE VERSE WOULD HAVE READ,
T NOT PRAISE THE NAME OF THY Gop.” HIS
VERSE W% L INDICATE THE IMPORTANCE OF VERBA INSPIRA-
H

ON. IS IDEA CAN BE ILL N
ﬁ'BUSINESSMAN TA IN WHICH
. ﬁENLLEWﬂi- R LETTER, WLLL
@ T ) : TTES
LETTER AS FOLLOWS: E“HNDER%mogﬁ
XOUR LETTER AND WILL FILL YOUR ORDER. E MIS-
TAKE IN THE LETJER I AT OF,
CHANGING THE "W’ IN NOW TO A “T"7IN NOT, OWEVER;

£ X ,,&KEDM
HER_A_PAIR OF T|
F_THEY W

+0OF THEY + |IHE REPLY
“S"' IT MIGHT BE A MATTER OF SMALL
‘CONSEQUENCE TO %%OF THE TROUSERS, BUT TO
HO » HE WOULD PREFER TO HAVE.L
T CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD v S

HAT. HE_ORIGINAL 1S
I PORTANT T0 (OD AND THE HOLV'§F+E+T'bF GOD HAS

GUARDED, IS =VERN, AR} ; TO PRESERVE THE NORD oF Gop
FOR Us. £HU ‘ > TH 'L S “CURATE II

SuU ON
3 ?N mllﬁi??iilll&lﬂl """

- OLD IN OUR HANDS IS_A MOR : MATTER FOR
us TO BELIEVE THAN SIGNS AND WONDERS OR EYEWITNESS
ACCOUNTS. [T SEEMS TO ME,

UTHORITY IN ETERNAL MATTERS I

HICH HAS SHOWN THROUGH ITS
E%NAL AUTHORITY CONCERNING,ﬁAITH,AND_PRAQIICE OR
=0F FALLEN MEN WHOSE THEORIES
THE SHIFTING SANDS_OF o
INDICATED THAT OR OUR
T IS TH ~FOR

") &HgT YOU AND I BELIEVE ABOUT EOD AND ETERNAL MATTERS.

JEsus’ ATTITU?E WAS THAT THEBSCRIPTURES ARE THE
FINAL TEST. [HROUGHOUT THE BIBLE "THU
LQRD% WAS THE SUPREME TEST. IN MATT, EZ:QA, JEsus

\ 4
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REMINDED HIS HEARERS THAT MEN GO ASTRAY WHEN THEY
DO NOT KNOW THE SCRIPTURES. ONE OF THE_CuRSES OF
OUR GENERATION IS THE.ABY.SMAL.IGNORANGE: OF
_Naan_ns_ﬁa&. MEN ARE AFRAID TO COME TO THE LIGHT

OF SACRED SCRIPTURE, NOT BECAUSE THEY HAVE INTELLECT—
S, BUT BECAUSE THEY HAVE MORAL MWEAK

AN THE _TE I('I_i ”mm. aﬁﬂﬂl‘lon. WHEN MEN
DO NOT KNOW THE WORD OF GOD AND LIVE BY IT'S PRE-
CEPTS, THE MORAL STRENGTH AND THE HIGH IDEALS WHICH
IT CONVEYS TO ANY CIVILIZATION ARE LOST. NEED I
SAY MORE ABOUT THE.MORAL _GAP..OF.OUR-GENERATLON -
WATERGATE HAS REVEA ED THIS PROBLEM AT OUR HIGHEST
LEVEL OF LEADERSHIP!! ONE OTHER BRIEF WORD OF
EXPLANATION -- SOME . OF THE BIBLE ERECT THEIR
OWN .SIRAWMAN ABOUT WHAT WE ARE SUPPOSED TO BELIEVE,
THEN PROCEED TO TEAR._LT.DOWN. WE WHO BELIEVE IN A
LITERAL INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLE RE CALLED BOTH

“18TS, HOWEVER, WE ARE
AWARE OF THE FACT THAT OFTENTIMES THE BIBLE MUST BE
INTERPRETED BY THE LANGUAGE.-OF-APREARANCE. FOR
EXAMPLE, WHEN THE WORD SUNRISE, SUNSET IS USED WITH
~ REFERENCE TO THE SUN, EVERY PERSON KNOWS THAT THIS
' 1S A CONVENIENT WAY OF DESCRIBING WHAT APPEARS TO
BE. [HEREFORE, | DO NOT LIKE FOR SUPPOSED INTFLLEC-
TUALS TO CALL BIBLE-BELIEVING CHRISTIAN "CRAZY
ELIEVING THE LITERAL PROMISES OF THE WorD oF Gob,
l[EITHER DO | SUBSCRIBE TO THE GENERAL IDEA OF SOME
THAT LHRISTIANITY IS FORLEMOTIONAL CRIPPLES WHO
SOMEHOW CANNOT MAKE IT THROUGH LIFE WITHOUT.RELIGIOUS
~CRUICHES. [HERE ARE THOSE WHO THINK THAT BELIEVING

IN CHRIST IS THE ESORT SO E BEFORE
POINTS
HO WAS STUDYT N A

wnBEING _COMMITTED TO THE A
OUT THAT A FRIEND OF HI
WELL-KNOWN UNIVERSITY WAS DENIED A PH.D. DEGREE IN
AL _SCIENCE BECAUSE OF THE PREJUDICE OF THE,FEﬁUeg

_ﬁJBlegBEngylﬂﬁnﬁﬂAI YOU DO ABOUT GoD, You
E BY DEFINITION . WE LIVE IN A STRANG
HICH BY ADMISSION CANNOT DEAL WITH SIN,
THE GREATEST MALADY IN THE HUMAN souL. (IF | HAD A
PHYSICAL DISEASE AND WANTED THE LAST WORD ON THE
NATURE OF THAT PROBLEM, | WOULD SEEK HELP AT A PLACE
CALLED MAYOS. IF I HAD A PROBLEM OF THE_MIND WHICH
.~ HAD PERPLEXED PSYCHIATRISTS | WOULD SEEK THE HELP
" OF A MAN NAMED E_ﬂ;ﬁggn UT THE GREATEST NEED OF
MAN HAS TO DO WITH PROBLEM CALLED AND IT IS
A MALADY WHICH ONLY THE BIBLE AND JESus CHRIST CAN
gEAé WITH EFFECTIVELY+ [F THE BIBLE IS NOT THE WORD
0D, THEN NO MAN ON EARTH HAS HO
il WL HOPE FOR DIVINE

\ 4
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~ II. 1 BE %EV: THAT JESUS ”1RIST IS,THt ll OF_GOD

PERS SAVI0 [b. 5-38 - vs, 24-25
AN S v curs s - x-)
.1Eunu£Lls THE ACCOUNT OF THE HEALING QF A BtIND MAN,
HE ACCOUNT ATTESTS TO THE FACT THAT JESus CHRIST IS

/¥ THE SON OF GOD BECAUSE OF HIS.ABLLIIY TQ DEAL BOTH
) WIT AND_SPIRITUAL PROBLEMS, SIMPLY STAEED;

=X K AND &J_Qjﬂﬁp TO BE (oD,
S A MATTER OF FACT, THIS WAS ONE OF THE CHARGES
LEVELED AGAINST JESUS RESULTING IN HIS CRUCIFIXION,
BECAUSE HE MADE HIMSELF IHE,eDN_QF oD, " EJN. 19:7)
JESUS DEMONSTRATED HIS DEITY. BY_FORGIVING SINS,
CompARE (LU & <;§;?923 (MuTimes)

U

[11. B'LIFVE THAT MAN IS A SINNER AND SALVATION
> BY GRACE ALONE - EpH. Z:8-9

T T (ke 110
‘ l §0T LOST IN SIN, HE WOULD NEED NO SAVIOUR.
KE

THERE ARE THOSE WHO SAY THAT MAN HAS

,azzu_aaygn AND ALL HE NEEDS TO BE OF IS
(THE FACT OF HIS RPE®NCILIATION TO ﬁon, THE TEACHING
F VER Y B)YOU DOUBT THE BIBLICAL FACT OF

N SIN, LET ME INVITE YOUR ATTENTION TO
RONT PAGE~MEWSRABER.OF-ANY..GIVEN.DAY..OF THE
\\%§ | 1T CRIES OUT, PAGE AFTER PAGE, OF ME AND
CORRURTION. THAT AN TS A,awmm.umrqm s
. mIT
<5 HAN IS BASICALLY GOOD, REY DO YOU HAVE
< 1SIT0 Loc VouR JHOUSE AT NIGHT? LocK YOUR CAR? HAVE A

POLICE FORCE? [MA TAIN A MULTI- BILLION DOLLAR ENSE

BUDGET EACH YEAR? s? LTS?
(L E) r 00D, LS
IGHD, BUT EVEN THE MOST NAIVE AND GULLIBLE

WORLD, REGARDLESS OF HIS PHILOSOPHY,
KNOWS THAT MAN IS RDER TO

_MAKE_HIM BETTER. |HERE IS AN =\ S
IN THE HEART OF MEN THAT-GOD.MUST DO SOMETHING
INTERNALLY TO CLEANSE US IN ORDER TO MAKE US_FIT.
FOR HEAVEN. (GOD-SAVES MEN UPON THE BASE OR<GRACE’
AND NOT BY G0OD WORKS+ ;

@ . W

L«
IN THIS PASSAGE, JESUS TALKS ABOUT A BROAD WAY THAT

| LEADS To HELL, TﬂEEE_&E:E%:%EEEEE¥‘E TQ_PURGATORY,
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éﬁﬂﬁﬂlﬂﬂiﬁﬂﬂi:1ii*u:ﬁhﬁﬁp OR ANY QOTHER FALSE DOCTRINE
(™ OF THE SUBJECT. |HE DOCTRINE QF HELL MAY BE THE
MOST * an-lliininhniiﬁr IN THE BIBLE BECAUSE OF THE

;' ﬁALK THROUGH TH - OUR

CITY; NG THE MARQUEE OF THE THEATERS AND THE
F ADVERTISEMENT CONCERNING THE yAT ST FILMS FROM
MHOLLYWOOD. LIKE . - AND

‘ y : - BE SEEN. OU HEAR THIS WORD

Y ON IN D
1mg:§Ls E%%gaHEREVER Y%EEE%ET
EEO.P_LE_SMEAR_LN_'LH.E

HE IS_AFR éID THAT THERE 1S
A UNWITTINGLY USES THE TERM TO EXPRESS
THIS,  JESUS TALKED ABOUT HELL MORE THAN

ANY SON WHO HAS EVER BEEN ON EARTH., HELL WAS
NOT PREPARED FOR MAN BUT FOR TH L HIS
_WHO_ _GOES _THERE DOES SO BECALUS -NORES
RNING AND LOVING_QALL FOR SALVATION IN CHRIST.
THE 1 BLE-MSES THREE. SIGNIEICANL TERMS TO DESCRIBE
THIS PLA VI EIRE-=60D WAR ‘ E BURNING

) BEING FOREVER SEPARATED FROM GOD.
R E AT SEPARATION FROM (GOD BRINGS
., ETERNAL DAR -HELL 1S DESCRIBED AS THE
/x, ECOND DEATH. FOR ETERNAL SEPARATION FROMG May

REMIND YOU THAT .JESUS.USED THE sAME‘WEﬁEITo

=

N )TH.. OUR? Jor BOTH HEAVEN AND HELL.
~THE WORD 18 E] . PERSON WHO GOES TO HELL

HERE WILL
CRYING, WAR. POVERTY OR ANY MALADY BROUGHT UPON
HUMANKIND BY SIN. HEAVEN WILL BE THE PLACE OF

TERNAL REWARD FOR THOSE WHO LOVE JESUS CHRIST.

T WILL EMBODY ALL OF MAN'S UTOPIAN DREAMS AS HE
SPENDS ETERNITY IN SERVICE TO THE ETERNAL GoD,
(ComPARE JN. 14: EAVEN FOR THE CHRISTIAN WILL

E SIMPLY BEING WHERE Esus Is. (CONCLUDE WITH MY

()| [STATEMENT T0 "Supp 7" HE
_MHAD _NO AN

— S———

NO
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INde ()
V. LBELIEVE GO MQNMO%E_BE_&A% =
™ UKE 23: : /) (Don7 "]1;w3¢
gl 1O
MESDWENG-THLEF WAS AWARE OF THE FACT THAT AD
PWETHOUT-GHRIST. [T WAS EITHE
PNEVERSAND IN DESPERATION TURNED TO THE

O COULD POSSIBLE HELP IN THAT DEPERATE

_OF NEED, MoST MEN, LIKE THE DYING THIEF,
BE_SAVED UNTIL THEY RECOGNIZE THAT CHRIST

Q YOU MAY HAVE MANY .G

THERE MAY BE SOME

P, [HERE MAY BE SOME

W

SJE '?“*'* QNS YOU DO NOT_WILSH TO
'TSSOL BE FEAR OF WHA

;u;ux, SAY OR DO IF YOU BECOME A CHR , BUT

EVERY EXCUSE WILL BE UTTERLY FOOLISH IF SOMEHOW
YOU WAIT ONE DAY TOQQ

«IMPORTANT. DECISION | RROW. L_NO EQF
_S.QM.EQ.N.E_HHQ_.LS_AL.L!.E_IQ.DAﬁ. ._HAT SOMEONE MAY
YOU, AND THAT IS WHY THE BIBLE_STATES THAT (0D

=WANTS YOU TO BE SAVED JJQDAY., [OMORROW COULD BE
TOO LATE,

ED TODAY,




RoBERT K. SPRADLING SEPTEMBER 2/, 1987
EVENING

BIRTHMARKS OF THE BELIEVER
Acts 9

MANY PEOPLE HAVE BIRTHMARKS, UNIQUE, IDENTIFYING
MARKS ON THE BODY - . THERE
IS A SENSE IN WHICH 7
OF THOSE WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED NEW LIFE

IN CHRIST. LET US EXAMINE THE _BEST-KNOWN
CONVERSION IN THE BIBLE AND LOOK FOR SOME
ELL-TALE BIR
BIRTH.

I. THE MARK OF

FROM THIS DAY ESUS WAS TH AND
SAUL WAS THE FROM THAT DAY FORWARD IT
WAS NOT WHAT ERE'PA WANTED TO GO AND

DO BUT “WHAT WILT AS INDICATIVE OF
PauL's TOTAL SUBMISSTON TQ CHRIST. IT wAS

Lon’s wii, Gop's §| Qg;. GQP’S WORK THAT
BECAME HIS SUPREME D SIRE HE DIFFERENCES

BE TWE E N (SATDY BUT NONE MORE
gBVIOys-*=> -
CODAVID"S ATTITUDE WA DIEREE
WAS DISOBEDIENCE.—COMPARE {8 22

THE KEY WORDS (TO OBEY).” ~SAUL-S=Fmoe AN

REBELLIOUS HEAR FD NOT LET HIM SURRENDER

To GOD UNCONDITIONALLY. [T IS THE PROBLEN

FOR MOST OF US IN THAT WE COM

WE OFTEN WANT CLEANSIMG WITHOUT

~=MBRRENDER,
CONSECRATION., Romans 12:17AND 7 IS SUCH
FAMILIAR TERRITORY THAT WE OFTEN FORGET AND
OVERLOOK THE VITAL MESSAGE OF THE VERSE.

ﬁ%ﬁ , AP

aLMw‘-'
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[T, "~ THE MARK OF PRAYER - VERSE 11 51_

' ALL OF HIS RELIGIOUS LIFE.
ELIGIOUS PRAYERS WERE PART OF HIS RELIGIOUS
LIFE,  HE COULD‘BEQLIE OR—SA¥—RRAYERS FROM
TTHERE S A “IN_WHICH HE HAD
— .- RAYED E. ! HEARD
[ A PRAYING AT'BEﬁSTﬁE“’ KNEW SOMETHING_HAD
:TAPPENED.) PAUL NEVER SLACKENED HIS PRAYER

PACE. FOR EXAMPLE,_EQbQSSIANS 19-10,
. EPHESIANS 6:18 REVEAL PAUL'S INTENSE D E
T )—-ﬂw

TO PRAY MORE. [IHE BIBLE ABOUNDS WITH

ON PRAYER SUCH A
4,16

ERBREWS

| UKE 18

~ (KEEP YOUR -'POINIMEMJ WITH BOD" AS YOU
KEEP AN_APPOINTMENT WITH A DOCTOR, OR ANYONE

(2) ELSE.) Ask Gop FoR
"SPECIEICS AND THEN TH IM WHEN HE ANSWERS
PRAYER, CAN YOU THINK OF A SINGLE.AgéﬂEEATo
PRAYER GOD HAS GIVEN YOU IN THE PAST YS?

IF NOT, WHY NOT? MAYBE 1T IS BECAUSE WE
DON'T KEEP CAREEML=REGORDS WITH GOD. PRAY
ABOUT PERSONAL.RPROBLEMS. [HERE ARE_NO
ATLONS WHEN GOD IS IN THE
LAIM HIS _PRQ . |HERE ARE SOME
THINGS FOR WHICH WE PRAY THAT ARE UTTERLY
SELFISH AND WOULD RESULT IN OUR_SPIRITUAL
___DOWNFALL, HOWEVER, TO FIND A PROMISE IN THE
BIBLE AND CLAIM IT IS TO HAVE IT!

[T1. THE MARK OF BAPTISM - Verse 18

THE SUBJECT OF BAPTISM IS ONE _OF THE MOST
CONTROVERSIAL IN SCRIPTURE., FOR CENTURIES
PEOPLE HAVE ARGUED ABOUT ITS IMPORTANCE AND
THESE ARGUMENTS HAVE LED TO EXTREMES ON BOTH
ENDS OF THE SPECTRUM. FOR EXAMPLE, THERE ARE




®THOSE WHO SAY THAT ONE IS NOT SAVED UNTIL HE
IS BAPTIZED, [HIS IS CALLED-BAPTISMAL
REGENERATION, ALSO, THERE ARE THOSE WHO SAY
WATER BAPTISM IS NOT IMPORTANT AT ALL. SPIRIT

(::)BAPTISM IS THE EMPHASIS OF THE BIBLE AND IS

THE EMPHASIS IN THEIR PREACHING. BOTH EXTREMES
ARE WRONG. IS BAPTISM NECESSARY? YEs. I[s IT
NECESSARY FOR SALVATION?M2IT IS NECESSARY
BECAUSE GOD SAYS BAPTISM IS AN ACT OF

AND IT IS NOT AN OPTHONAL--ORDINANGE! [H
WAS NO SUCH THING AS UNBAPTIZED BELIEVERS IN
THE NEw TESTAMENT CHURCH. 10 BE SURE, BAPTISM
IS NOT EFFICACIOUS OR MERITORIOUS IN GRACE

BUT YOU AND | ARE NOT GIVEN THE LIBERTY TO
CHOOSE TO FOLLOW OUR OWN TASTES OR CONVENIENCE
OF CULTURAL PREFERENCES WHEN IT COMES TO
BAPTISM, [N MY OPINION, THE MODEL OF BAPTISM
IN SAUL'S DAY AS IN THE REST OF THE CHURCH

WAS CLEARLY IMMERSION. AN UNPREJUDICED MIND
WILL COME TO THAT CONCLUSI Y READING THROUGH
THE BIBLE. SPRANG OUT

SAID TO BE BAPTIZED

IBLE PEQPLE ARE
WATER, NOT @NATER.
NEVER IS THE PICTUR AT OF SOMEONE HAVING
WATER PLACED UPON THEM BUT RATHER REING PLACED

RY B

INTO THE ELEMENT. S LIKE THE
REVELOPING OF FILM FLAG. IS ONE
THING TO MAKE-A.QLEEE:EéEEE%E;EEQEESSLQN OF
FAITH IN CHRIST IN THE SQLITUDE QOF ONF'S HOME
WITH FEW PEOPLE LglalNGAON - T

3 DURLICALLY IDENTIFY ONESELF

IN THE WATERS OF BAPTISM., (RELATE TO MISSION

FIELDS OF THE WORLD.) BY THE WA¥ BAPTISM IS
HE

CALLED "BELIEVERS~3AEI¢§E; BiBLE,
PEOPLE WERE BAPTIZEDCAFTERNTHEY RECEIVED
CHRIST. =
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[V. THE MARK OF ASSOCIATING WITH GOD'S
PEOPLE - Verse 19, 26 amrfw;awﬁf

| THE WORD “ IN THE TEXT IS THE WORD
IT 1S THE OSITION OF PERSOMAL RELATIONSH
THESE WERE THE PEOPLE SAUL HAD HATED AND SOUGHT
| TO KILL, NOW HE SEEKS TO BE IDENTIFIED WITH
THEM. ONE OF THE INWARD ASSURANCES IN MY
HEART THAT SOMETHING HAD HAPPENED OF A SUPER-

NATURAL NATURE WAS MY LONGING TO BE IN THE
Lk l'l 'S PEOPLE AFTER

CHeBrews 10:2501s A VERSE THAT

REAT _TO0O. LIGHTLY} AN

C RI "IAN+LET US 'INE SOME OF
PEOPLE GIVE FOR-NOT IDENTIFYING

WITH A LOCAL CHURCH: H‘ﬂhﬁvﬂ}#ﬂ(éhﬂx

™ L, "] DON'T HAVE T0(GO) 0 CHURCH TO BE A
CHRISTIAN"

[T 1S TRUE THAT_ONE DOES NOT HAVE TO VOIE> IN
ORDER TO BE Al%ifﬁﬁiﬁOF THIS COUNTRY. IT IS
TRUE HE DOES NOT HAVE TO szgunguE WHEN 21 HE
STAR SPANGLED BANNER® IS SUNG. HE DOES NOT
HAVE TO RESPECT THE ELAG OR THE OFEICE OF THE

PRESHBENT BUT IF HE WANTS TO BE A LOYAL AND
HE MU CONCERNED ABOUT ALL

OF THESE MATTERS. '“‘aﬂm,S ANSWER TO THIS
QUESTION WHEN HE TOOK COAL FROM THE _EIRE AND
IT BEGAN TO.COOL OFF AND TURN GRAY. )

2. "1 BELONG TO THE XRUE) CHURCH, THE

NVISIBLE’ CHURCH"”

[T IS TRUE THAT THE CHURCH IS PRESENTED AS BOTH
L AND @CAL. HOWEVER, THE OVERRIDING
EVIDENCE IN SCRIPTURE IS THE EMPHASIS OF LOCAL
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CHURCHES. SOME PEOPLE BELONG TO THE INVISIBLE
CHURCH BECAUSE THEY 4JKE-TO BE INVISIBLE,
THEY ARE INVISIBLE ON SUNDAY EVENINGS, PRAYER

MEETING NIGHTS, THEY ARE INVISIBLE WHEN THE
IS PASSED, THEY ARE INVISIBLE

WHEN MISSIONARY SUPPORT IS NEEDED. [HE ONLY

i!gg THEY

5, "THE CHURCH IS NOT VERY FRIEND

THIS STATEMENT COULD BE TRUE OF ANY CHURCH
IN AMERICA. [T IS TRUE OF SOME MEMBERS OF
EVERY CHURCH HOWEVER, SOME FOLK COME TO CHURCH

AND ALMOST F OL k—F0—SA¥—A-WQRD _OR RF
FPTEwntT-fégéﬁ§h4 HOWEVER, \ _

V. THE MARK OF TELLINGMUTHERS ABOUT CHRIST -
VErRsEs 20-22 oy Lo [

JA

@.Dua_w_uu E.E.Q.EI.EFCA_TNN T _%AND
SON_T_SHARE WHAT THEY DON T HA U -
IMAGINE A PERSON IN TH %\6

AMENT WHO
HAD NEVER SEEN, WALKED OR HEARD COMING INTO
CONTACT WITH CHRIST AND TH ITTING DOWN
IN SILENCE ABOUT THE WHOLE EXPERIENCE? | HAVE
AN ABIDING CONVICTION THAT MANY PEOPLE DO NOT
#~ SHARE FAITH IN CHRIST BECAUSE THEY_HAVE HAD

GE;NO PERSONAL EXPERIENCE WITH HiMm! THEIR

-

CHRISTIANITY HAS BEEN A SIMPLE SIGN-UP
PROCEDURE WITHOUT A LIFE-CHANGING SOUL-STIRRING
EXPERIENCE. [HEREFORE, SOME PEOPLE DO NOT SHARE
THEIR FAITH_BECAUSE (1) THEY DON’T HAVE-A-EALTH
TO SHARE, ©(2)) THEY ARE_AFRALD, (3) THEY ARE
APATHETIC. IF YOU HAVE LOST YOUR “TOUCH” OR
ARE OUT OF TOUCH IN SHARING CHRISTIAN FAITH

KE IT A MATTER OF PRAYER PRIORITY. (RELATE

M EXPERIENCE IN CHATTANOOGA ELEVATOR - OLD

TORY WHOSE TRUTH NEVER CHANGES. WE HAVE




ALL DONE THAT WITH REFERENCE TO A DOCTOR,
A RESTAURANT. (RELATE TO ICE CREAM PARLOR
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M INT RESPONSE TO THE QUESTION: “WHEN WERE You
SAVED?"”, A PERSON SAID: _l_Ihlm§MI WAS SAVED
A LONG TIME AGO IN A SPECIAL MEETING IN OUR
CHURCH. | WENT FORWARD WITH SEVERAL OTHER
PEOPLE AND THE PREACHER SEEMED TO HINK I
OKAY AND 4 M.
amSlBE. "

¢

WAS

EN A BOGUS EXPERIENCE.
IE MAY ASK TO HELP
. D%D

,E'CHANGE As You G
INTERESTwlN AND FOR
REASE? IF you W ABLE TO

DID YOU SEEK A BIBLE-TEACHING

CHURCH AND YOU CONTINUE TO GROW AS
> BELIEVER? y Dip you HAVE A LOVING

FOR '

THESE A

_ = CHRIST AND ARE EVIDEN
co TED EXPERIENC IHE BEST KNOWN
‘\; CONVERSION IN THE EIBLE IS THE STORY OF SAUL
OF TARSUS. AFTER HIS CONVERSION, THERE WERE

OBVIOUS CHANGES IN HIS LIFESTYLE, BIRTHMARKS
OF A NEW BELIEVER.

[. THE BIRTHMARK OF OBEDIENCE - 9:6
==

% IN_SAUL’S STA

~i>—  COMES BEFORE ¢ ME SAUL WAS L
~T0 GOD WHEREVER AND UNDER WHATEVER CIRCUM- <~

. ISTANCES THAI SUBMISSION REQUIRED. (CF, SAMUEL)
",;ﬂﬁiﬁ COMES FROM A GREEK WORD_THAT

D OF _GoD 1S ABLE
HIS WILL KNOWN TO HIS SERVANTS.

HE

"( / “ -‘-’-"’1 /S:/&V'”vg LO"?D v,
sk Lo, .(.f-f-&., Servat Rusté



SN ' OBEDTENCE IS BOTH
RY AND LE RNED. Gon DOES NOT ASK OUR
-U*BOUf:SAEVATION, HE REQUIRES OUR'/ﬂ
TO THE GOSPEL, (Romans 10:
'SSALONIANS 1:8) UBEDIENC
CHARACTERIZES PEOPLE OF FAITH«

ue” —JorN-14:21)" FOR THOSE WHO" TR
+hv imu(50D "’ S WILL AND THEIR SUBMISSION
o+ Comm, SAUL S STATEMENT IS HELPFUL .,

II. THE BIRTHMARK OF PRAYER - v. 1]/ Py Ve

Py
SAUL HAD PRAYED PRAYER DAY OF HTSZAE,L
LIFE, ; RELIGIOUS HER

%o QTAGE, TR, PRA 1? FOR SAUL, PRAYER

- WA‘Snn-— . : ( N '.,‘_

(REL1GTOUS PEOPLE CO%TINUE THAT TRADITIONA;
HERE

EVEN IN OUR TIME.)

SOMETF THEY—SEMPLY Do-«ai.iaﬁe
RAYER IS A ONCE A, XEAR, MONEH,
ND IN RARE INSTANCES DAILY PART
540l IT MAY BEGIN WIT,

PIOUS TAKE SERIOUSLY., IN HIS BOOK ENTITLED

"SENSE AND NONSENSE ABOUT PRAYER” DR. LEHMAN
§TRAUSS DEVOTES SOME SPACE TO WHAT HE CALLS
- o) ER THE SPIRITUAL




CHRISTIAN SEES PRAYER AS
CARNAL CHRISTIAN SEES
™  NON-CHRISTAIN SEES IT Of
IN THE TEXT, THE PHRASE

THE AND SUGGESTS Chi&
T HE PRAYED AND KEP
. NEW BELIEVER PRA ,

- IT

Ll R BRAYER IS IN A VERY REAL

‘EiEENuTHE_ﬂﬁﬂ_BELlﬁyﬁa TALKING TO GOD IS NOT

IT IS NECESSARY.
RYWHO GAVE GOD HIS
Bl = T0O1A

[T1. THE BIRTHMARK UF BAPTISM - v.l @
_— cﬂwqrfﬁ&g - s ové— &O?fw_ﬁ_zg
THERE ARE. > VIEh

HETIEN TP AND ESPECTALLY
K OF ACTS EMPHASIZES THE FACT THAT
BAPTISM 1S NOT. 4

it D A = s . g
— =
7 n

*3 PERSONAL EXPERI
“THERE 1S SOMETHING VERY HELPFUL IN ASSOCIAT-
. ING OURSELVES WITH THE LORD IN &
\\um (RELATE OWN BAPTISM OF GRANDPAR
@ SUNCLES, AUNTS, RELATIVES AND FRIENDS WHO
WATCHED_FROM. THE SHORE.) UN THE MISSION-
MISSIONARIES TELL US THAT TO BE
\Cj BAPTIZED 1S OPEN IDENTIFICATION WITH CHRIST

AND LABELS ONE AS A CHRISTIAN_IN A UNIQUE
AND WONDERFUL WAY., LIKE THE ETHIOPIAN IN

| * Dl co L g
N M X BLLOR Taarimey
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AcTs 8, ONE IS IMPRESSED WITH THE FACT THAT
BEING BAPTIZED WAS TERRIBLY. ~IMPORTANT AFTER

™  HE HAD HEARD THE MESSAGE OF (CHRIST AND THE
GOSPEL,

IV, THE BIRTHMARK OF CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP -

s (S2Ce _.','J_??a__,:.; [ aa DHS‘-"-‘ Te
% V.19, 2 ) P D To
=

ATE _THE EXPERIENCE RECENTLY OF MEETING

[ * IN THE BARBER SHOP., IT BROUGHT
BACK MEMORIES OF MY GUILT IN HIS PRESENCE
AND BEING UNCOMFORTABLE BECAUSE HE WAS AL-
WAYS SO NICE, INQUIRED ABOUT SUNDAY SCHOOL

ATTENDANCE BUT. WA

" QUIET CHR ~'1+-¥§Wwﬁ.sﬁ$ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂE. I USED
TO RUN FROM HIM OR CROSS THE STREET TO AVOID
TALKING WITH HIM, | FELT VERY GUiTY., How-
EVER, AFTER CONVERSION, HE WAS A PERSON [
SOUGHT OUT AND LIKED TO BE NEAR, IN FACT
STOOD BESIDE HIM IN THE CHURCH CHOIR AND

ILEARNED_TO SING TENOR, EVEN AT THE ADVANCED
GE OF 8b THAT QUIET CHRISTIAN FAITH WAS

OBVIOUS, ) IN THE TEXT THE PREPOSITION

b AND VERSE DENOTES PER-

SAUL'S LIFESTYLE AND

N RCH AND ONE HAS TO DO WITH FOLK
WHO COME FORWARD IN CHURCH, MAKE A PROFES-
SION OF FAITH IN CHRIST AND _THE WAY
BACK TO THE CHURCH. SINCE "THE LOCAL
A CHURCH HAS BEEN CENTRAL IN MY LIFE. IT
HAS BEEN THE SQURCE OF THE GREATEST BLESSING,
[ APPPRECIATE CHRISTIAN FILMS, CHRISTIAN
RADIO, CHRISTIAN TELEVISION, CHRISTIAN YoU
NAME 1T, BUT IT HAS BEEN THE LOCAL CHURCH

bl |
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THAT HAS CONTRIBUTED TO MY SPIRITUAL STA-
BILITY AND GROWTH,

V. THE BIRTHMARK OF SHARING CHRIST WITH
GTHERS - vs. 20 - 85

OF HIS CONVERSION, SAUL BEGAN
S ABOUT JESUS. SIMPLY STATED,
P ABOUT CHRIST, EVEN
HREATENED. [HANK GoD
FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE+~BURDEMED> ABOUT PEOPLE.

EASY T EOPLE FOR
BUT WITHOUT DOUBT =

GLE MOST DIFFICULT MINISTRY IN THE CHURCH
IS TO SHOW PEOPLE HOW AND THE IMPORTANCE OF
SHARING THEIR FAITH IN CHRIST., | WAS NOT
LOOKING FOR THE LORD, HE was LOOKI

| {,c« ¥ 70 CHRIST DO 80 mm_mmm_ﬁmmn
| yﬂk BOUT THEIR SPIRITU OMMENT
REGARDING RECENT J, ﬁ EONVENTION IN CHARLES- '
%:::::; TON - LITERATURE ALL OVER OUR DOORSTEP.)
| IF WE DO NOT KNOW HOW TO SHARE OUR FAITH
WITH OTHER PEOPLE IT BEHOOVES US TO LEARN
L. YEARS AGO A FAMOUS SURGEON, DR. HOWARD
<§E¥§7fmﬁ§ELL HAD THE HABIT OF WEARING A QUESTION
'MARK IN HIS LAPEL BUTTONHOLE. THIS W IAS LONG
) | BEFORE LAPEL BUTTONS WERE MADE POPULAR BY
" TELEVISION PREACHERS IN AMERICA, HE USED
'THE QUESTION MARK AS A CONVERSATION STARTER

ABOUT CHRIST, WHEN A-STRANGER WOULD ASK
WHAT THE QUESTION-MARK-MEANT, HE WOULD REPLY
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THAT IT HAD TO DO WITH LIFE‘STGREATEST (Wueel:
q:JISCOVERm SOME, KNOWING THAT HE WAS A(Q ‘4"’9
™  FAMOUS PHYSICIAN, WOULD ASK IF IT HAD TO
DO WITH HEALTH OR FAME AND HE WOULD REPLY
No, IT HAD TO DO WITH THE GREATEST QUESTION
IN ALL_THE WORLD, NAMELY: “WHAT THINK ¥E:

: I REMEMBER READING THE STORY
(3B _#OF A BUSINESSMAN WHO LANDED AT A CERTAIN

METROPOLITAN ATRPORT AND REALIZED THAT HE
HAD A LONG LAYOVER BEFORE THE NEXT CONNEC-
TION. PRAYERFULLY HE WONDERED HOW HE COULD
BEST UTILIZE THE TIME. HE HAD PLACED SEVERAL
GOSPEL TRACTS AND BOOKLETS IN HIS ATTACHE
CASE. HE TOOK SOME OF THESE TRACTS OUT,
PLACED HIS BUSINESS CARD INSIDE THE TRACT
AND APPROACHED SEVERAL PEOPLE SITTING IN THE
WAITING AREA WITH THE FOLLOWING WORDS:

0 5 | _HAVE A SMALL BOOKLET-THAT.
NS_HOW A PERSON MAY BECQME A CHRISTIAN.,
® i D. | WOULD LIKE
TO GIVE YOU THIS MATERIAL AND IF YOU HAVE

7 ~
.iif_QUESIJQNS SIT E.
F)MY PLANE TAKES OFF BEFORE YOU HAVE OPPOR-
NITY TO TALK WITH ME, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO

WRITE, MY ADDRESS IS ON THE CARD.” WouLD

YOU BELIEVE AT THE END OF THE-LAYOVER TIME,

SEVERAL PEOPLE HAD TALKED WITH HIM ABOUT
CHRIST AND FOR A WEEK OR SO AFTERWARDS HE
RECEIVED SEVERAL PIECES OF CORRESPONDENCE

IN THE MAIL AS A RESULT OF THE TRACT AND

"HIS BUSINESS CARD. LET US RETURN TO SAUL’S
QUESTION. MORE OF US COULD SHARE OUR CHRIST-
IAN FAITH IF WE SIMPLY OPENED OUR EYES TO

THE OPPORTUNITIES GOD BRINGS OUR WAY EVERY-
DAY .
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