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IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
THIS QUESTION, WE MUST ‘REVALEW THE PREVIOUS
CHAPTERS BEGINNING WITH@MMON)) DAVID'S ELDEST
SON. WITH THE HELP OF JONADAE HE DEVISED
A SUBTLE AND PERVERTED PLAN, WHEN DAviD
HEARD OF [AMAR ? HUMILIATION, .Hi i
_ G! ABSALOM WAITED :
TO GET REVENGE, HE FLED TO HIS MOTHER'S
RELATIVES, IN OTHER WORDS HIS GRANDPARENTS,

AND REMAINED THERE FO :
ALSO HAD A PLAN FOR RECONCILI OF
AsaLoM AND DAVID., A WOMAN OF [EKOAH WAS

COACHED BY JOAB TO TELL A FICTITIOUS STORY
To Kine DAviD., IN THAT sTory Davib
RECOGNIZED HIS own SITUATION CONCERNING
ABSALOM AND SENT JOAB TO BRING ABSALOM BACK
0 JERUSALEM, HOWEVER, AFTEj TWQ YEARS
BSALOM RESORTED TO BURNING JOAB'S FIELD
TO GET HIS ATTENTION_AND TO PRECIPITATE A
RECONCILIATION WITH DAVID. F#ABSAL
HANDSOMEST MAN IN [SRAEL, 1 AS“ADMIRED &5
FOR HIS STUNNING BEAUTY AND WAS A MAN OF .
GREAT GHARM, COUPLED WITH=VA:N-AMBLITLION,
DAVID IN MID-LIFE HAD RETIREMENT ON HIS
MIND, HAD BECOME DULI CONCERNING HIS CIVIL
RESPONSIBILITIES AND INTO THAT ENVIRONMENT
ABSALOM BEGAN TO SWAY THE NATION IN HIS
FAVOR., HE SENT FORTH -A_COUP HHLCH EVENTUALLY
RESULTED IN DAVID'S FLIGHT FROM JERUSALEM,
SALOMIS CH ADVISOR WAS A MAN NAMED
AEITHOPHEL) WHO ADVISED :
A TE=aUTCKLY WHILﬁ HE WAS
AND OWEVER, A LOYAL SUPPORTER
oF DAVID NAMED HUSHAI CONVINCED ABSALOM

————




REALITY GAVE DAVID TIME
ORGANIZE HIS ARMY EVEN
S OUTNUMBERED BY ABSALOM S

TO WAIT WHICH
/™  TO REGROUP A
THOUGH H
TROOPS.
ONE ANOTHER ABSALOM LOS ~
BECAME SO DIVIDED THAT HE HAD TO RUN FOR
HIS OWN LIFE AND WAS CAUGHT BY HIS NECK
AND HAIR IN THE LOW-HANGING BOUGHS OF A
SCRUB TREE. OAB - THE JAVELIN MAN" -
PLUNGED THREE THROUGH ABSALOM'S HEART -
THE HUMAN'DART_BOARD AND THUS ABSALOM
DIED AN IGNOBLE DEATH. JOAB DISPATCHED
A RUNNER NAMED CUSHAL - AN ETHIOPIAN -
TO BREAK THE NEWS TO DAVID, HOWEVER, A
YOUNG PRIEST NAMED AHIMAAZ REQUESTED THAT
HE MIGHT ALSO RUN, ED AT THE GATE
WHERE DAVID STOOD INQUIRING OF THE WATCHMAN

ON THE TOWER REGARDING RUNNERS. Hlﬁ CHA?!EB

_HEART WHEN HE LEARNED THAT

—eTEESAaly msm;nm

QUESTION UAVID ASKED ABOUT HIS WAYWARD
SON IS ONE THAT IS W—IHE—fFADT OF EVERY
PARENT WHO HAS CHILDREN ET US CONSIDER

SE%EEEEBPOSSIBILITIES WHEN A YOUNG PERSON

IS AFE,
I. HE IS NOT SAFE WHEN HE' REEE&;§:IN A
DIVIDED HOME

PARENTS ASSUME THAT A CHILD IS SAFE AS LONG

ENTIRELY ON_QEE*PARENT. HOWEVER, BRINGING
UP CHILDREN IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF

W PARENTS, THEY SHARE THAT RESPONSIBILI

IN ORDER FOR CHILDREN TO BE SAFE IN A HOME,

Py
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PARENTS MUST WORK IN LQVE, HARMONY AND

/™  COOPERALION IF CHILDREN ARE TO BE SAFE
FROM THE DANGERS AND PRESSURES FROM THE
_WORLD, A HOME SHOULD BE A PLACE

¥ FOR CHILDREN, ANY ELEMENTS

RVORED OVER ALL THE -
o o CAN DQ_MQAﬂumm THEY CAN DOJNi\\\
LT ) wRLGHT 1S BABIED, CODDLED, GIVEN

B i SPECLAL_£+EIS AND 1S THE OBJECT OF MOTHER

OR FATHER S EVERY ATTENTION WHILE THE REST
_UNNQTECED ~AND APPARENILx;auuﬂaﬁia

, ONE
ﬂ REST. Hﬁ
E

N TIELE GIVES A CLRSCICExnMpLE
ANGER IN REBEKAH AN AC REGARDING
Eﬁﬁ%ﬁf”n JACOR, THESE PARENTS DROVE A

BETWEEN THEIR BOYS WHICH LASTED‘AW__

ONSTAV_ﬁ,;;i SREEMENT
{ONEY ,

, FIG
\gii _ PEOPLE, ARGUENG-OVi AND ‘DEB®S COUPLED
WITH GENERAL_BAD_E) SILLL LAY THE
" GROUNDWORK| FOR ‘DESTROYING THE LIVES OF

~ / _CHILDREN, |l WONDER HOW MANY (:)
.4 HAVE LEFT HOME TO GET MARRIED NOT B

: THEY WERE IN LOVE BUT SIMPLY BECAUSE IT
fi PROVIDED AN\ ESCARE. TO LEAVE A HOME WHERE

o

M,L AND \D ORD WERE PREVEALENT,
\ | -
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o OE PEOPLEEQUATE -‘ B WITH - 5"

C ) WE ARE ATIRAQIED TO
i, HANDSOME OR BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE BUT PHY¥SJGAL =~ -
" ’75EAU¥¥-AND MQRAﬁlIX DO NOT NECESSARILY GO =~
i~ "HAND IN HAND., ABSALOM WAS A HANDSOME MAN, .. |
| ztzf: IN FACT HIS PERSONAL ATTRACTIVENESS WAS
'\“\\\\\ PROVERBIAL IN NATURE, -HQNE¥ER¢-H4£_BHISLQBL
SN B S NOT MATCHED WITH MORAL CHARACTE
IT 1s EASY

%t\ _IMPR AND THE WRO S
o WTTH%ﬁSlng HEN EVERYTHING
S E'S LIFE IS BASED ON THE PHYSICAL AND

' MATERIAL SIDE OF LIFE, CHi SSUME THAT
IS WHAT IS IMPORTANT AND THEY LIKE PARENTS
PURSUE THESE VALUES., LIKE ABSALOM, YOUNG
PEOPLE ARE INCLINED TO BE CARELESS AND
IGNORE (GOD’'S WORD, _SANGSTER RELATES THE

G _STORIES ke

| ¥ 1 'SMALL BOY WAS PLAYING WITH SOME FRIENDS ON

A SIDE STREET WHEN HE DARTED IN FRONT OF

/ AN AUTOMOBILE AND WAS KNOCKED TO THE GROUND,
THE DRIVER PICKED HIM UP AND HURRIED TO THE
HOSPITAL, IN A MATTER OF MINUTES HIS LIMP,

UNCONSClQUﬂ_BDDY WAS BEING EXAMINED BY
DOCTORS. E SEEMED TO _BE DEAD, OWEVER, 1IN

A MATTER OF MINUTES HE HAD REVIVED AND IT
WAS OBVIOUS THAT HE HAD SUFFERED_A_.CONCUSSION

_BUT NO OTHER INJURIES. [HE CHILD BEGAN TO
| ﬁulmega WHEN HIS MOTHER CAME INTO THE ROOM,
E

WAS CRYING BECAUSE IN THIB INCIDENT HE
HAD LOST. LEASE NOTE THAT

N THE CHILD HAD COME VERY NEAR TO-LOSING HIS
J_Hﬂ;%%%L Hﬁ WAS CONCERNED ABOUT HAVING LQST
HIS C WE

ARE TALKING ABOUT A CHILD WHO
UNDERSTANDABLY. COULD MAKE SUCH A MISTAKE
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“THE ROAD HOME"

Tmagive Joun 14:1-6

You ARE SITTING IN THE AIRPORT IN LIMA,
PERU. You HAVE BEEN TRAVELING FOR SEVERAL WEEKS.,
NOBODY NEARBY SPEAKS ENGLISH. YOU ARE WEARY,
DIRTY, WRINKLED AND LONELY. THE MUSIC COMING
FROM THE INNERCOM SYSTEM IN THE AIRPORT IS
MOSTLY PERUVIAN FOLK MUSIC OF FLUTES AND
INSTRUMENTS OF THAT NATURE. SUDDENLY WITHOUT
WARNING THE VOICE OF JOHN DENVER BEGINS TO SING
% F?MIL AR SONG_- "CounNTrRY RoADps, TAKE Me HoMmE

0 THE PLACE I BeLonG, WEST VIRGINIA...." ALL
KINDS OF NOSTALGIC SCENES FILL YOUR MIND AS YOU
SIT AND THINK OF TREE-LINED COUNTRY ROADS LEADING
TO THE PLACE WHERE YOU WERE RAISED IN THE HILLS
oF WEST VIRGINIA.

His DEAIH WAS LESS THAN A WEEK AWAY,
E KNEW THAT, THE DISCIPLES DIDN'T. HE WAS

REPARING THEM FOR THE OF HIS DEPARTURE.
&BY THE WAY, CHAPTERS 1- AL WITH JESus' LIFE
P TO AGE 35. CHAPTERS 12-21 THE LAST WEEK.

[T SPEAKS OF THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THAT LAST WEEK
CUUMINATINGIN HIs DEATH.) LET US EXAMINE THESE
FAMILIAR WORDS WHICH WILL HELP JESUS’ DISCIPLES
AND MILLIONS WHO FOLLOWED IN THEIR TRAIN.

I. LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED e/

e

THE WORDS MEANS STOP -_DON'T
START. JESUS SAW THE DISTURBING IMPACT HIS WORDS
WOULD HAVE ON THE DISCIPLES. [IHEN, AS NOW,
SAYING_GQQDBYE IS NEVER EASY FOR FRIENDS. THE
WORDEHEART)IS THE GREEK KARDIA AND IS IN THE
SINGUEARR=NOT PLURAL. JESUS WAS TALKING TO HIS
DISCIPLES ON AN INDIVIDUAL BASIS, NOT AS A GROUP.
HIS WORDS SPOKE TO THE INTERMOST PART OF THEIR
EMOTIONAL AND SPIRITUAL BEING, THE CORE OR CENTER
OF THE souL. WE USE THE HEART IN VARIOUS WAYS -




HEAVY, HARD,

16, DOWN, SICK, R THE WORD
 TROUBLED CARRI ;

THE IDEA OF ZXaENorped, UN-
SETTLING, TUMULTNC IT REFERS TO A MENTAL MOVING
OR_SHAKING, THE E WORD IS TRANSLATED IN
JOHN D:4 CONCERNINGN[HE TROUBLING OR SHAKING
OF THE WATER AT THE OL. SOMETIMES WE RECEIVE
NEWS THAT UNSETTLES OR SHAKES US UP. THESE
DISCIPLES HAD NO REASON TO BE TROUBLED. WHAT

JESUS WAS SAYING TO THE DISCIPLES WAS_MORE THAN
GOOD ADVICE - IT WAS GOOD MEDICINE! THE

DISCIPLES DID NOT LIVE IN A.IBANRH&L.HQR%D NOR
WOULD THEY LIVE TRANQUIL LIVES_ BUT_THEY COULD

 HAVE A_TRANQULL HEARL. (JoHN 16:33) You AnD I

U ARE NOT SHELTERED FROM SHATTERING NEWS OR

" CIRCUMSTANCES BUT WE ARE PROMISED PEACE, (Esn.
OF OUR TROUBLED

= Y CONTRAST,

f\--, WE ARE ENCOURAGED TO’ AND NOT ANTICIPATE
+ THE BAD-FHINGS THAT MIGHT HAPPEN BUT RATHER

I1. YE BELIEVE GODVBELIEVE ALSO IN ME

JESUS ASKED THE SAME FAITH AND CONFIDENCE

THAT THEY GAVE To GoDp. THIS IS AN%
‘ﬁﬁﬂgﬁﬁ*T_ UNLESS HE 1s Gop! SomEON S-
ACCEPTING THE T HALF OF THIS VERSE

WILL US FROM BEING AND ATHEIST, ACCEPTING
THE "HALF WILL KEEP US FROM BEING ANXIOUS.,

MEN HAVE FOLLOWED ERLYQLQUS SCHENES AND EULLLE
SUP EQﬂK AND HALLUC NATIONS, DEADENDS
ON WHICH

UTMOST CONFIDENCE AND TRUST. . £
MAK B HIS VERSE

IS SIMPLY STATING THAT CHRIST Is'Ei!igjyl
WERE NOT GOD, SUCH A REQUEST WOULD BE=UTTERLY
BLASPHEMOUS .

KIND OF TRUST THEY W




~. FOR GRDINARY 'HIS IS ABSOLI
INCREDIBLE STATEMENT BUT FOR JESUS THERE 1S
NOTHING INCREDIBLE ABOUT IT - IT IS SIMPLY TRUE.

ITT. IN MY FATHER’S HOUSE ARE MANY MANSIONS

PEOPLE FROM A_LARGE FAMILY UNDERSTAND
CROWDED CONDITIONS BETTER THAN MOST. IN SUCH
OMES, IT IS A WAY OF LIFE P_EQUR IN A
BED,) WAIT IN LINE FOR THE (BATHROQM) EAT SECQND
[ABLE "OF WINGS AND NECKS! UNDER~-
STAND CRAMPED CONDITIONS. THE BIBLE SIMPLY

STATES THAT IN OUR FINAL ETERNAL HOME THERE WILL
BELPLENTY OF ROOM_EQR EVERYONE. IN THIS CONTEXT

THE WORD HOUSE OBVIOUSLY MEANS THAN JUST
_%Lagi_ﬁg_uxf.. [T REFERS TO THEI 2|3'%'I’IU!;‘&'S‘U‘I—"VA
oD'S HE

AVEN AND IT RELATES TO THIS SMALL SPECK
/™ IN SPBCE WHERE WE LIVE., % SES FiUL

—AND FAkk IN - HIS m S BROUGHT
INTO OUR VOCABULARY® "WORDS AS_ANDROMEDA -
OUR NEAREST NEIGHBOR, TWO HUNDRED MILLION LIGHT

YEARS AWAY THE NEAREST GALACTIC SYSTEM. OTHER
WORDS SUCH AS_QUASAR FROM THE GERMAN WORD
MEANING THEY DON’T KNOW WHAT THEY ARE. [ERMS
WHICH REMIND US OF THE INFINITE DIMENSIONS AND
PROPORTIONS OF (GOD’'S UNIVERS S LBUR
SMITH - PAGE 41) THE WORDS CMANY MANSIONS™
SUGGEST A LARGE SPACIOUS HOUSE WHERE WEALTHY
PEOPLE LIVE. IHE ENGLISH WORD IS A
SHORTED FORM OF THE WORD., HOWEVER IN THE TEXT
THE GREEK WORD MEANS MUCH MORE. TO
STAY OR CONTINUE UNCHANGED, TO DE, DWELL,
LODGE, REST;—SETTLE, J::EMN; TO BE STEADFAST OR
P T R
DWELL., IT IS A REFERENCE TQ AN

a

4
ODAY THERE

IS NOTHING PERMANENT OR ABIDING ABO R
Dm THEY MAY BE RAVAGED BY
0 TO PAY THE MORTGAGE OR E ALCDOWN

WHEN WE DON'T FIX THEM UP. AS A MATTER OF FACT,
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I] CORINTHIANS 5:1 SPEAKS OF AN EARTHLY BODY
AS A HOUSE OR TENT THAT WILL ONE DAY COLLAPSE
#» AND ROT. T[00 MUCH OF OUR THINKING ABOUT HEAVEN

HAS TO DO WITH "A_Elgpggggggﬁgggl$;é%g. WE
THINK OF HEAVEN AS A "LL BE_NO
0 MORTGAGE, REPAIRS OR_BAD NEIGHBORS.
OWEVER, THE BEST WE CAN DREAM OF IS NOT
ADEQUATE. VANCE HEAVENER REMINDS HIS READERS
THAT GOD PAVES THE STREETS IN HEAVEN WITH THE
STUFF"” WE SPEND OUR LIFE TO ACCUMULATE IN THE
BANK., (ExpLAIN)

IV, IF IT WERE NOT SO I WOULD HAVE TOLD YOU

TRUTH WAS JESUS' TRADEMARK. HE WAS HONEST
WITH HIS DISCIPLES AS WITH EVERYONE ELSE.

ﬁ%ﬁ TWO WORDS

o THINGS OPLE SAY ABOUT HMEAVEN THAT ARE SIMPLY
' NOT so! THAT WE WILL GET TO THE

PEARLY GATES AND WAIT WITH BAZED BREATH TO SEE
WHICH WAY THE SNEs&NeEE FALLSM THAT
IF ONE DOES HIS _.u.ts.w 1S GOOD=ENOLGH=EQOR
Lob. |

AT WERE SO CALVARY WAS A HORRIBLE
MISTAKE THAT WHEN WE DIE WE
0 TO HEAVEN., _LL_ILS NOT SO THAT

THERE'S AN IWE BETWEEN DEATH AND
HEAVEN WHERE MEN HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO REPENT
AND CHANGE LIFESTYLES BECAUSE OF_THE PRAYERS AND
CONTRIBUTIONS OF OTHER PEOPLE. THIS IS PAGANISM
NOT CHRISTIANITY.

V., I GO TO PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU....I WILL

COME_AGAIN
THE WORD PREPARE MEANS TO MAKE RE.iY. THE

WORD PLACE IS TRANSLATED IN LUKE AND
IN LUKE 16:28 “ OF TORMENT” AND RCTS
1:25 "His owN (THERE ARE TWO PLACES WE
CHOOSE WHERE WE GO,.)




(Ma For His DI

DISPENSATION, HAS PROMISED A HOME IN HEAVEN
AS OUR FI AND L RESTING PLACE. JESUS
IS PREPARING FOR/A PREPARED PEOPLE.

THERE 1S ALSO .A_PLACE PREPARED FOR AN UNPREPARED
PEOPLE! THE SUBJECT OF HEAVEN BRINGS TO MIND
THE IDEAS WHICH ART AND LITERATURE PROTRAY.
STREETS OF GOLD, PEARLY GATES, HARPS, ANGELS,
HALOS AND GARDENS. JALL OF THIS MISSES A VERY
BASIC FACT NAMELY, JESUS IS WHERE
HEAVEN IS, ONE OF THE IRd%%%éE%#SEHE SUBJECT OF
HEAVEN IS THAT PEOPLE DESIRE TO KNOW ABOUT
HEAVEN CONCERNING ITS BEAUTLY, BLESSINGS AND THE
BEHAVIOR OF THE BLESSED BUT THEY SPEND VERY
LITTLE TIME INQUIRING ON HOW TO GET THERE! EVEN
IN A CHURCH LIKE OURS, MANY WOULD BE HARB~PRESSED
FOR A SIMPLE EXPLANATION ON HOW TO BE OF
“™ HEAVEN WHEN ONE DIES.
QuEsTIioN: How MAY | BE SURE - ABSOLUTELY SURE?

WE'RE GRATEFUL TO THOMAS FOR ASKING THAT
QUESTION, OUR ETERNAL RESIDENCE AND THE ROAD
TO IT IS CRYSTAL CLEAR. | ITE ARTICLE
APPEARS_BEFORE THE WAY. “NORGNES

ﬁ ; ARE L OT A= _I-l'l“. QNE « i [ANY

EARS AGO A HOLLYWOOD ACTRESS NAMED [MARION DAVIES
BUILT A HOME OVERLOOKING THE OCEAN IN SAN MoNICA,
CAL, (MANY REMEMBER HER AS THE "GIRLFRIEND”_OF
WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST.) IT _HAD 90=RoOMS, 3/
FIRE PLACES, 3-DINING ROOMS, 2 SWIMMING POOLS,
2%SERVANTS TO KEEP IT GOING. IN 1964, MARION
DAVIES DIED OF CANCER. ONE COMMENT AFTER HER

.~  DEATH WAS THAT SHE HAD BUILT HER MANSION IN THE
WRONG PLACE!
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A HOUSE WITH PLENTY OF ROOM I

fhrtr ., Jon 14:2 1%

PEOPLE FROM.A.LARGE FAMILY OFTEN UNDERSTAND
CROWDED HOME CONDITIONS BETTER THAN OTHERS.
IN SUCH HOMES, IT,JS A _WAY OF LIEE. (SLEEPING
FOUR'TO A BED, TWOTUP, TWO DOWN ~ WAITING TO
GET INTO A SINGLE BATHF - EATING "SECOND
TABLE” - WINGS AND NECKS') SOME MEWLYWEDS
KNOW THE CRAMPED CONDITIONS OF A SMALL
APARTMENT, (COMMENT ON MOBILE HOME AT
THE BIBLE OFFERS GOOD NEWS FOR
TIANS. I[N OUR FINAL, ETERNAL HOME THERE

“vI1S PLENTY OF ROOM FOR EVERYONE! CONTEXT!

HAD RECEIVED SOME NEWS FROM

ESUS T USED THEIR WORLD TO FALL IN AND
FALL ARART QUICKLY., HE WAS GOING TO.LEAVE
IHEM., NOT IN A YEAR, OR A MONTH BUT IN LESS
THAN A WEEK - THE-END WAS NEAR. NOW CAME THE
TEST_OF (THEIR EACHlﬁB - HOW WOULD THEY BEHAVE
AFTER HE WAS GONE? HIS WORDS TO THEM ARE
ALSO WORDS TO US.

I. LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED

IHE WORDS ELET NOP" DO NOT CARRY THE IDEA OF
2 RATHER "sIop”. JESUS

SENSED AND SAW THE G_IMPACT HIs
WORDS HAD ON THE DISCIPLES. THEN, AS NOW,
SAYING GOODBYE IS NEVER EASY FOR FRIENDS.
STOP BEING TJROUBLED WAS HIS ADMONITION.

THE WORD ”' 1S THE GREEK KARDIA AND

IN THE SINGULAR NOT PLURAL. JESUS WAS
TALKING TO THEM ON_AN INDIVIDUAL BASIS, THAT

1S, EACH AND EVERY ONE OF THEM SPECIFICALLY
AND NOT JUST AS A GROUP., HIS WORDS WERE TO
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TFHON . WAR AND DEATH. ‘WE, LIK
THE DISCIPLES, TiA TO BE TROUBLED

._2_

THAT INNERMOST PART OF THEIR EMOTIONAL AND
SPIRITUAL BEING, THE CQRE—BR—GENTER OF
THEMSELVES.  [HE WORD CARRIES THE
IDEA OF AGITATION, SOMETHING THAT IS UPSETTING
OR DISTURBING AND WE WOULD LIKE TO SAY OF SUCH
A CONDITION THAT WE ARE ALL "SHAKEN UP”. IT
IS USED TO DESCRIBE TROUBLED WAIERS, TIMES
AND NEWS OR_ANYTHING THAT TROUBLES THE HEART
AND MIND,
REASON TO BE TROUBLE THEY WERE REACTING TO
WHAT TH CONSIDEREDEBAD_NEHS THIS KIND OF
"HEART TROUBLE” COMES TO US ALL. WHAT JESUS
WAS SAYING WAS MORE THAN GOOD ADVICE - IT WAS
GOOD MEDICINE. HE DID NOT SAY THAT LIFE WOULD
BE BURDEN-FREE LIKE A CHILD ON_A PERPETUAL
PLAYGROUND OR IN A SAND BOX. [HE DISCIPLES
WOULD NOT WORK IN A.IRANQ_lL.ﬁQRLQ.NOR WOULD
THEY le TRANQUIL LIVES BUT HE DID PROMISE
THEM A TRANQUIL HEART. CJOHN 16:33) THE
SAME IS TRUE FOR BELIEVERS TODAY. WE ARE NOT
SHELTERED FROM SHATTERING NEWS OR CIRCUM-
STANCES BUT_WE ARE PROMISED His PEACE.
( A [T IS THE_IMAGININGS OF OUR

BY CONTRAST WE SHOULD TRUST AND NOT ANTICIPATE
WHAT BAD THINGS MAY HAPPEN - LEAVE THOSE
THINGS IN HIs HANDS._MnsT OF S HAVF“TEEQEEED

AS LONG AS Jesus CARTST LIVES.
II. YE BELIEVE IN GOD BELIEVE ALSO IN ME

ACCEPTING THE FIRST HALF OF THIS VERSE WILL
KEEP ONE FROM BEING AN ATHEIST, ACCEPTING THE
LAST HALF WILL KEEP HIM FROM BEING ANXIOUS.
THINK OF THE FUTILE AND FRIVILOUS SCHEMES,
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SUPERSTITIONS, HOAX AND HALLUCINATIONS, DEAD
ENDS AND DEAD BEATS UPON WHICH MEN HAVE HANGED
THEIR UTMOST CONFIDENCE AND TRUST. FAITH IN

A WRONG CAUSE DOES NOT MAKE THE CAUSE RIGHT.
THIS VER A SIMPLE STATEMENT CONCERNING
CHRIST'S?§;:§2> IF HE WERE NOT GOD, SUCH A
REQUEST W BE AS SILLY AS IT IS BLASPHEMOUS.
JESUS ASKED PEOPLE F0R§;gg=%é$5 KIND OF TRUST
THEY WOULD PUT IN GoD SAYING THAT SUCH TRUE
TRUST? R TROUBLED . HEe
DECLEARES HIS OWN DIETY AND EQUALITY WITH

Gop, THIS IS AN ABSOLUTE INCREDIBLE STATEMENT

UNLESS IT IS TRUE THEN THERE IS NOTHING
INCREDIBLE ABOUT IT!

\NCEKEIII. IN MY FATHER’S HOUSE ARE MANY MANSIONS

N

7Y

[T 1S INT TING THAT JESUS WOULD ATTACH
THE WORDQEQEEB TO THE OMNIPRESENT GoD.
OBVIOUSLY THEN A HOUSE IS MORE-THAN_JUST A
RLACE-TQO L IVE, [T REFERS TO THE VASTNESS OF
Gobp’s HEAVEN AND EVEN HIS UNIVERSE AS IT

RELATES TO THIS SMALL SRECK_IN SPACE THAT

WE LIVE ON. EARTHLY HOUSES AND._EALL
- NOT H%s! ESCOMPARE DAD;%LEE%SE, JINKS,
ODER AND THOMPSON - ALL PLA WHERE HOUSES

USED TO BE '_BLLLL_ND_MO_B,E- HAS
BROUGHT TO OUR ATTENTION SUCH WORDS AS

- OUR NEWEST NEIGHBOR, TWO HUNDRED
MILLION LIGHT YEARS AWAY (THE NEAREST
GALACTIC SYSTEM)., OTHER WORDS SUCH AS QUSARS
FROM THE GERMAN WORD MEANING THEY DON'T KNOW

WHAT THEY ARE. TERMS WHICH REMIND US OF THE
AND PROPQORTIONS OF GoDp’s

\
na

[\ 1\
UNIVERSE., (SE BYR—SMITH - PAGE 41.)
THE PHRASE €MANY ' USUALLY SUGGESTS
IN OUR MINDS A L SACI0US HOUSE WHERE

WEALTHY PEOPLE LIVE. THE ENGLISH WORD MANSE
IS A SHORTENED FORM OF THIS WORD. HOWEVER,
IN THE TEXT THE WORD IS_MONAI WHICH MEANS TO
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_JBIDE AND IS SO TRANSLAZGRel Jonn 14:23,

A REFERENCE TO_QUR_EIERHAL¢_£§$MAHEHT
N ARIDING OR RESTING PLACE IN GLORY. 0ODAY,
THERE IS NQIHLNG_BERMAN%&T OR ABIDING ABOUT
OUR EARTHLY DWELLING., [T MAY BE RAVAGED
BY EIRE, ELOQD, FALLURE TO PAY THE MORTGAGE,
DOWN WHEN WE DON'T FIX IT UP. As A
MATTER OF FACT, IN Il Cor. 5:1FF PAUL SPEAKS
OF OUR EARTHLY BODY AS A HOUSE OR TENT THAT
WILL ONE DAY COLLAPSE AND_ROT! COMMENT ON
CARL_HENRY'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY WITH HIS CLOSING

STATEMENT~OF HIS_DESIRED PASSAGE TO BE SAFE
HOME. . . s

[F_IT WERE NOT SO I WOULD HAVE TOLD YOU

BARCLAY LABELS THIS VERSE_AS A REFERENCE TO
THE "HONESTY OoF JEsus.” TRUTH WAs HIs

~.  TRADEMARK, (Jomun 18:31, Joun 8:32) Many
PEOPLE WOULD NOT DELIBERATELY LIE BUT HE
cOULD NOT. MANY PEQPLE WOULD WISH THEIR
FELLOWMAN WELL BUT HE WORKED TO MAKE THAT
POSSIBLE. MANY HAVE GOOD_lﬁlﬁﬂllgNS THAT
ARE NEVER ACCOMPLISHED BUT HIS LIFE
ACCOMPLISHED EXACTLY WHAT IT WAS DESIGNED

To po., ( Now HE saID 1O HIs
DISCIPLES: ON'T BE AFRAID OF MAKING IT
TO HEAVEN. THERE IS PLENTY OF ROOM AND THAT
IS YOU DWELLING PLACE.” NOTICE THE
PHRAS " THERE ARE MANY THINGS
SAY Al HEAVEN THAT SIMPLY ARE NOT SO:
tput ot Q080" TS
) Is NOT SO THAT WE WILL GET TO THE

PEARLY GATE, WAIT WITH BAITED BREATH
FOR PETER TO OPEN THE DOOR AND THEN 2
' TO PASS THE BALANCE TEST.-(hJtde /s 5;4,
M S 5y
(2) IT 1S NOT SO THAT A PERSON MAY DO THE
BEST HE CAN POSSIBLY DO AND IF HE DOES
HIS BEST, HIS BEST WILL BE GOOD ENQUGH

FOrR Gob. (c._éuya K Ml
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(3) IT 1S NOT SO THAT WHEN WE DIE WE
AUTOMATICALLY BOOK PASSAGE FOR HEAVEN
o AND MAKE IT SAFELY.

(4) IT IS NOT SO THAT THERE'S AN INTERMEDIATE
PLACE BETWEEN DEATH AND HEAVEN WHERE MEN
HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO REPENT AND HAVE A
CHANGED LIFESTYLE THROUGH THE FAITHFUL
PRAYERS OR CONTRIBUTIONS OF OTHER PEOPLE.
SUCH AN IDEA IS SHEER PAGANISM.

WHAT 1S so 1S WHAT JESUS SAID ABOUT HEAVEN
AND HOW TO GET THERE.

V. 160 TO PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU...I WILL
COME_AGAIN

JESUS WAS A_CARPENTER AND A BUILDER - HE STILL
N 1S. (MATTHEW 16:18) For His DISCIPLES IN
EVERY DISPENSATION HE PROMISE

HEAVEN AS OUR ETERNAL AND FINAL RESTING PLA
"(COMPARE REVELATION 21-22) = JEsus 1s
‘H”? PREPARING A PLACE FOR A_PREPARED PEOPLES
1118 /THERE IS ALREADY A PLACE PREPARED FOR AN
UNPREPARED PEOPLE. [HE SUBJECT OF HEAVEN
OFTEN BRINGS TO MIND IDEAS WHICH-ARF HAS
LEFT IN OUR THINKING. STREETS OF-GOLD, PEARLY
GATES, HARPS AND ANGELS, HALOS AND FRUITFUL
GARDENS. ALL OF THIS MISSES THE SIMPLE FACT
THAT WHERE_JESUS IS IS HEAVEN FOR_THE
?E IEVER, RSES: PHILIPPIANS 1:23,

HESS, U: EFF, | . 15:5]1 - All OF THESE
VERSES SPEAK OF A("FOREVERNESS TOGETHERNESS
THE IRONY AND PERH E MOST SHOCKING TRUTH
ABOUT THE SUBJECT OF HEAVEN IS THAT PEOPLE
DESIRE TO KNOW ABOUT HEAVEN, ITS BEAUTY,
BLESSINGS AND BEHAVIOR OF THE BLESSED, BUT
SPEND VERY LITTLE TIME INQUIRING ABOUT HOW
TO_GET THERE. ALSO, ONE MIGHT BE STARTLED
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EVE N A CHURCH LIKE THIS AT THE NUMBER
OF“PEOPLE WHO WOULD BE HARD PRESSED FOR A

IMPLE EXPLANATION OF HOW TO BE ONE

GOES TO HEAVEN WHEN _HE. DIES. @ﬂééi%%%&

oW MAY | BEREEE%? WE ARE SU T
Vi %HOULD BE THIS QUESTION,

A
WE ARE GRATEFUL TO FOR ASKING THE
QUESTION FOR US - 14: . |HE WAY TO HEAVEN
AND KNOWING GOD IS NOT BY ARGUING OR SEEKING
TO VERIEY HIS EXISTENCE THROUGH VARIOUS
INTELLECTUAL PROCESSES BUT RATHER OBEYING

AND TRUSTING HIS WORD THAT HE WILL DO EXACTLY
WHAT HE PROMISES HE WILL DO. ARE YOU WILLING
TO MAKE AN EXPERIMENT? PRAY THE SINNERS
PRAYER,

MW'M Davis
Mnw ! ; ¥ 74” WO""Q sﬁ—-p\u
“”’bw"“v‘"%?*& Selan i, SA A
G 0 Roevas
37 Fl A plea
< D.‘mumﬁfémt
2 Ses Fa-n(_s
B }SeﬁzJ 2
— Bk et parky 30,00
T 64 Se did 1 Comman, La & g pmrmint =~
Aokt e pram$, oy (e s orenf plaa,



n 1Nl 1KLL FICINL  AND 11
. IS A BOOK OF
WHEN HIS OLD R

ytgsﬂgé BROTHERS WERE 'EJECTED AND HE#%

teke =¥, | THE FUTURE KING OF [ SRAEL. URGEE
el !, SURPRISE WHEN 1 § AEGEL AWAKEN

~ PRISON., (Acts 12 FHEGR -

— " SURPRISE HAD TQ BE W] TH{JAED: €0B/ON HIS WEDDING

?7 ~~— DAY, (GENEsIS 29: 16-25)

D1 . SUGGEST SO Oﬂg WHO 1S COﬁFﬁﬁﬂiEﬁ WIlﬁ
pﬂmm@;LTHE | N SO THAT HE OR SHE
& Sharim MAZED STON ) AL/ A
o, s ¢ =
720

/’-\s‘ h"ﬂ‘ﬂl"‘ﬁ\l“’bul!u'ﬂﬂlﬂ -m_ R_LE HN 15)

S NOT THIS UKE

OSEPH'S SON' 4:22)
LET US EXAMI RECORDED 1IN
THE NEW TEST ;
e 3




W hom
II; [ 0, 1: JES D
T0 BE HIS DISCIPLES - Mark 3:14
fhin/

TopaY, WE LOOK UPON THE MEN WHOM JESUS
CALLED TO be HIS DISCIPLES _AMGNG THE GREA

ERUCE

AID OF THE APOSTLES' N_A WORLDLY POINT
OF VIEW THEY WERE A VERY INSIGNIFICANT
OMPANY INDEED — A BAND OF POOR RA
ALILEAN PROVINCIALS, UTTERLY DEVOID OF
SOCIAL CONSEQUENC
BY ONE HAVING SU REME R ARD 10O PRUDENTIA
— o | c NOSE SLIC
OilS THAT THESE
B OTHERS WERE
Fﬂjnﬁgu, OR

SE 11; FHOUS—T0 HE POINT THAT

IDENTITY WIT 3 E_CARF L "WHO HAD
Y _ACADE ' AL WAS TOTALLY

. - (0T THE KIND OF
N_WOULD USUALLY SE ECT_IN A
NT OR OF WERE MEN

ITS BOARD OF DIRECTORS, H HIS STAFF -
MAYBE CHECKING OUT THE-G?NEH;ER FOR THE

BEST,QUALIFIED PEOPLE, IHE_SELECTLON OF
R 11

': CALLED UPON TO DO
THESE MEN DID NOT

&




FOLLOW JESUS FOR THE USU
~  MEN ENLIST IN PROGRANS.
| THERE 1S A PRINCIPLE
FOR ENLISTMENT IN GOD'’ S PROGRAM HE
POINT OF THIS VERSE ISN'T THAT GOD IS NOT
< NG TO ACCEPT AND USE CULTURED
ATS IN HIs KINGDOM BUT’§U§H.PERSONS

INTERESTE$ QTH '

- JOHN 4:27 A Z(ﬂl
“THERE ARE THO'G /“ -

RAMM*.LCA‘ \ L OBSERVATIONS
IN THE GREEK TEXT. HERE IS NO DEFINITECD%
ARTICLE AND THE GREEK PREPOSITION IS —%

TALKING‘WITH A :Ei

'fﬁurzgg WOMAN MADE IT
u M & R

LA
)
L |
.:-,-
(I\

JEN HISTWIFE, SOME RABEIS TAUGHT  THAT
‘THE'WURUS‘UF*THE LAW WOULD Bf BETTER-BURNED
THAN PRESENTED BY A WOMAN, ONE RABBI
PROPOUNDED THAT-TALKING TQ A WOMAN WAS
QME OF THE SIX THINGS WHICH MADE A DISCIPLE
@»  IMPURE - THE FIVE OTHERS WERE NOT MENTIONED!
ONEP OFTEN PRAYED BY JEWS HAD TO DO

WITH THANKING (OD HE WAS :NOT A2 ILE AND
Q@NOT I ON THIS OCCASION¥ THE DISCIPLES
his (ONy 1H]

E MANIFESTING THEIR OWN_CULTURAL:
U 8 WOMEN WERE ONSIDERED T0 BE

- y
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SERORAJD MEN. (A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER
SKEB=A=T1 TTLE GIRL IF SHE KNEW THE STORY
pF ADAM_AND EVE. HER RENDITION WAS:

IRST GOD CREATg? DAM AND WHEN HE LOOKED
AT HIM HE SAID, THINK [ cAN DO 1T BETTER
-_MADE“GIRLS JESUS NOT WASTE
TIM “CATERING Tt t;-ﬁ-' OF HIS DAY,
HE MET A WOMAN INSBEEPSNEED JAND IN ONE
WONDERFUL CONVERSATION-TOLD HER ABOUT
HAT SHE WAS, WHERE SHE

WORSHIPPED AND WHAT ABOUT

'HER HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH HER

SOMEQNE HAS SAID THIS IS THE STORY OF
“BAD—SAMARITAN-MEETING.THE GOOD

e JHE

. JESUS WAS
ABOUT WHAT PEOP
WOMAN MIGHT BE 82

M ..z\

(’.@ O CONCERNED
/)

BUT THAT THIS

[,

(ov me Lo MW -1. 7'2‘ D “;Flﬁ)
ONE " WEEK BEFORE JESUS WAS CRUCIFIEDJ THE
DISCIPLES WERE QUARRELING AND ARG 1N eBMONG

THEMSELVES CONCERNING WHQ WOULD BE‘
IN THE FUTURE KINGDOM, [HE_MQOTHER O

AND JOHN WAS-SURE_HER BOYS‘DESERVED TO BE
IN THE No., 1 AN POT AND TOLD JESUS SO
::‘_—-- ~

N THE FORM OF A_REQ
ESUS POINTED 00 3
GRASP FOR POWER., IN T T SYSTEM,
MAN~$ GREATNESS IS OFTEN MEASURED IN

AND POLLIICAL POWER THE

™ EXTENT OF POSSESSIONS AND.RERCEPTIVE
*4¥Nﬁ33 - INTELLIGENCE. JESUS STARTLED

IS DISCIPLES BY SHOWING THAT IN THE

KINGDOM OF GOD GREATNESS IS MEASURED




I N\DEDI CATI ON
NOT = e;a_ KING -]

HE ENcou
CHILD-LIKE -BUT=ROT CHILDISH.
THERE MUST BE THE JOWEL BEFORE THE"IHRQNE

SOMEONE HAS SUGGESTED Tt = _MISERABL

FOREY THE WAY TO BE BLESSI
GIVE AWRY OR TO GIVE OF YOURSELF WITHOUT
ECT OF PERSONAL%EK?N'L

.)‘\:_35-.--_44 SCIPLES '@ OME

D Kﬁvi/"’le/w—faé—u-) ‘) 9
; /
1\ 9 e
N
WHEN You AND [ LoOK AT THHECMASSE
PEOPLE ON EARTH _WE_ARE STIRREBTF THEY
NOTHI @ OR-GLOTHES TO wEAR,\L
HOUSESSTO LIVE I , (10BSITO EARN A
OT TO MENTION_-EMG R0B
ESUS WAS STIRRED DEEPLY BECAUSE_
EIR GREAT,SPI
> iST OF MAN'
20 i
o DEEPL};U CONCERNED BI%CAUSE PEOPLE HAVE,_@

ONCE IN A WHILE A
N IN A CHURCH, WILL GET

S BURDENED FOR THE SPIRITUAL
FOR AFRﬂCA
FOR BURMA.) THE

CHURCH TODAY. IS A BURDEN, A SOUL-STIRRING
BURDEN FOR TH§ SPIRITUAL NEEDS OF EARTH'S

MASSES., CZ’
\ / g_{ g-o’n_é Lo, Vs,
e /



V. SURPRISE HO E_PEOPLE FQR WHO
' CHRIST DIED - ROMANS 5:6- 8 QQZ?J"““’

I CAN UNDERSTAND WHY A“SOQLDIE :
FOR A COMRADE.IN ARMS OR A POLIGEMANZFOR
HLS PARTNER,EgéEﬁIEInT FOR HIS COUNTRY,
D A 'MOTHER FOR HER CHILD OR EVEN A'EANATICS)
FOR A CAUSE. UT | CANNOT FATHOM HOW OR
WHYng S SINLESS SON WOULD DIE FOR SINFUL
N US_SUPPOSE THAT DURING WorLD WAR II
7w’ TWO SWEDISH SCIENTISTS WORKING TOGETHER
' DISCOVERED A CURE FOR CANCER. ONE OF THE
SCIENTISTS WAS NEAR DEATH AND ON THE VERGE
~=7 OF THE BREAKTHROUGH HE ASKED HIS COLLEAGUE
\\“"  TO PROMISE WHEN THE DISCOVERY WAS MADE HE
\'? WOULD TAKE THE FIRST VACCINE TO THE MOST
" . UNDESERVING CREATURE.ON.THE FACE OF THE
.~ - EARTH. [HIS WAS THE STIPULATION AND REQUEST
OF THE DYING SCIENTIST. WHEN THE BREAKTHROUGH
CAME HIS COLLEAGUE WENT TO SWITZERLAND AND
APPLIED FOR A PASSPORT TO GERMANY. WHEN
ASKEDGWHY THE SWEDISH DOCTOR EXPLAINED THAT
HE H PRS- EUB e BB NTASeD A VACCINE
THAT WOULD CURE CANCER. IT WAS HIi UNDER-
STANDING, SO THE STORY GOES, THAT ADOLPH
HITLER HAS CANCER AND IN COMPLIANCE WITH
HIS VOW TO A DYING FRIEND HE WAS TAKING THAT
FIRST DOSAGE TO THE MOST UNDESERVING MAN
ALIVE HENCE HIS PROPOSED TRIP TO GERMANY,

%
N8
%.,,j A FICTITIOUS STORY. TO BE SURE BUT ILLUSTRATING
JAFACT OF THE HUMAN CONDITION,

HLIMAN H ORY .- 84DAM A INTROD N AT O L
'_u.:: Bl OODSTREAM OF “THE HUMAN RA A
"DEADLY MORAL DISEASE CAH-ERESENY LVERY
~ | ¥ PERSON BORN HAS T a"“"m?il-.‘a-um NA NDED
THA MOR A b T EHOMANK LD

FOREYER. OWEVER, THE B IFIVET YT T0
MAN' g _MORAL INFECTION TOOK PLACE ON A CROSS
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2000 YEARS AGO, Gop wouLD CARE
i ENOUGH TO SEND HIS™SON TO THE CROSS FOR
() OUR SINS IS UNFATHOMABLE LOVE., HOWEVER,
NOW GOD EXPECTS MEN TO DO SOMETHING
ABOUT CHRIST. CHRIST IS THE ANSWER AND
R TO MAN DAR

b= WA
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NOTHING COULD CHANGE THE SIMPLE FACT THAT
SISERA WAS DEAD. HIS CHARIOTS WOULD NEVER
COME HOME AGAIN. THE DAYS OF HIS GLORY IN
BATTLE AND VICTORY WERE OVER. FOREVER.
MOTHER REMINDS ME OF :

ISERA s MOTHER;

ARE WAITING
, WAITING FQ -

HAL WI R _RFE URING THE SIX AND
ONE HALE YEARS AS PASTOR OF FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH IN NORTHVILLE, MICHIGAN, [ VISITED
AT LEAST E EVERY FAMILY IN SIGHT OF OUR

§2§ MRS, HUNTINGTON - ALCOHOLIC,
E - SON MURDERED ALONG A DESERTED

FRIEND BUT NOT A FRIEND OF CHRIST. ™

RCH.
=%
Qggz;'ln \V(S) MrR. CANTERBURY - FORD EXECUTIVE,

™

WESTFALL FAMILY - ONE SAVED, ONE LOST.
THAT SAME STORY MAY BE REPEATED OVER AND OVER-
AGAIN IN OUR CHURCH OF PEOPLE WHO ARE WAITING
FOR SOMETHING TO HAPPEN THAT WILL NEVER HAPPEN
BEFORE_THEY COME TO CHRIST. ET ME MENTION
SOME O ”)HOSE wlﬁm WILL NEVER
RETUR [N ot

I. SUME ARE WAITING FOR A FEELING
SOME FOLK

EVERYTHING BY

WHETHER IT BE_JEARS THEY SIMPLY ,.:
"HAVE TO i ‘lt%, EEL sdadet “OR
THEY w T E_GOOD ADVICE

AT
IN SOME SITUATIONS BUT:{iFT‘ FEEL INGS
USﬁw.;- A ROST-CONVERSION EMOTION AND NOT
A PRE-CONVERSION EMOTION. AS A MATTER OF FACT,
[ REMEMBER A"MAN WHO CAME TO OUR CHURCH ON

v ONE OCCASION NEVER TO RETURN BECAUSE HE SAID

V.

AFTER CHURCH HE SIMPLY FELT TERRIBLE, GUILTY,
UPSET AND WHE HE WENT TO CHURCH, HE WANTED
TO FEEL GOOD! (;ET US SUPPOSE THAT YOU HAVE

4
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N APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR

A
{LXAMINATION BECAUSE YOU S T CANCER. THERE

IS THE EMOTION OF ANXIETY, CONGERN, FLAT OUT
AFTERWARD THE

FEAR BEFORE THE EXAMINATION.
DOCTOR TELLS YOU THAT YOUR EEARS WERE _UN-
POUNDED. BECAUSE EVERYTHING ‘IS 0K,  YOUR FEAR
1S REPLACED B¥-—RELIEF.EVEN JUBILATIQN. _THE
EMOT ION ONE DID NOJ ALTER THE t’{m)
HAIR STANDING UP

) = LS,
ACK OF THE NECK, EMOTIONS GENERATED IN

A SERVICE CONDUCIVE TO A POSITIVE RESPONSE.
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS TQ.DQ - RECEIVE

JUSL D?
f:r1¥b}z¢°*dg
II. "SUME ARE WAITING FOR A BETTER CHURCH

CHURCH.

THE CHURCH Q_UT THERE ARE. HOWEVE -q:-
CHURCH WERE_PER “T wouLp HAVE TO RESIGN_

BECAUSE [ WOULD RUIN IT BECAUSE"
*;vﬁahJEWL THERE ARE TIMES WHEN 1

TO BE SOMETHING [ AM NOT - AND
HOWEVER,

S0 HAS "EVERYONE. ELSE IN THIS CHURCH.,
[ UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE THAT HXEQCR{IES
__ng_ﬂ+unga FOLK FROM ATTENDING CHURCH. _IF You
AND | AS BELIEVER LLLSD CHEAT,
GRI HRISTIAN
H cs, THEN IN REALITY WE MAY HINDER PEOPLE
NG TO CHRIST. As You KNOW, THE WORD

m,!m:i; REFERS TO ONE WHO ISWACTIN
“PAREPLAYING CHURCH, ,OR_MANIFESTING
HEATRICA] 300DNESS.” THE EMPHASIS OF HIS

AND NOT

T J %ﬁﬁﬁi&
STOCK TN THE _SH 5, HIS CHRISTIANITY IS
WON ON HISCCIPS)JBUT NOT REFLECTED IN HIS@
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JESUS CONDEMNED HYPOCRISY BUT IT IS NO EXCUSE

E ED. IT IS A TIRED,
] THERE ARE
B EVERY RE ARE DISHONEST
y

SALEsaﬁaagms, PASTORS, LAWYERS,
SHONESTY DOES NOT KEEP fi)
GOING TO PROFESSIONAL
N.WE NEED IT. EVEN ONE
PLES, WAS A _HYPOCRITE IN

LTHE TRUE "‘“r'; =THE"WORD. (YEARS AGO, KEN

QUELLETTE AND [ VISITED IN A HOME WHERE THE
PEOPLE COMPLAINED ABOUT HYPOCRITES IN THE
CHURCH. [HE RESPONSE TO THAT MEETING WAS

WONDERFUL! ~1'M GLAD THAT HYPOCRITES COME
TO CHURCH

™

BECAUSE IF ANYONE NEEDS TO HEAR THE
BIBLE, SURELY THE HYPOCRITE NEEDS IT MOST !
HOWEVER, IT IS UNTHINKABLE THAT A PERSON WOULD
LET A HYPOCRITE STAND BETWEEN HIM AND HEAVEN
AND HELL.

[11. SUME ARE WAITING FUR SOMEONE ELSE
T0_GU FIRST ((/M 4 zg;g/)

_HUSBANDS ARE WAITING ON WIVES, WIVES ON

o\

HUSBANDS, CHILDREN ON PARENTS, PARENTS ON
CHILDREN _Ealﬁups ON OTHER FRIENDS — THIS
IS ONE OF SATAN'S OLDEST AND MOST EFFECTIVE
5. THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT EACH OF US
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS OWN CONDUCT BEFORE (OD.
THE PROBLEM IS OFTEN REFLECTED IN THE FACT
THAT THE PERSON YOU ARE WAITING ON BEFORE YOU
MAKE A DECISION MAY INDEED MAY BE WAITING ON
YOU TO DO THE SAME THING! TIME AFTER TIME
IN OUR SERVICES PEOPLE HAVE COME FORWARD TO
RECEIVE CHRIST ONLY TO DISCOVER THAT THE
USBAND OR WIFE OR CHILD HAS FOLLOWED THEM
OWN_THE AISLE! | WAS THE _Ed N_QUR
AMILY.,. FOLLOWED BY MOTHER, DUAD, ALL SA
UT | DID NOT WAIT FOR THEM TO LEAD‘ME
RELATE TO QES WESTFALL WHO LIVED BEHIND
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OUR CHURCH FOR 40 YEARS. THEIR SON AND Y
FAMILY HAD COME TO CHRIST. HE WAS ONE OF OUR
DEACONS. SHE CAME TO CHURCH, LISTENED TO

THE GOSPEL, WAS SAVED AND BABILZED.AND.QﬁEg
[F SHE HAD WAITED FOR

HUSBAND SHE WOULD BE IN HELL TODAY BECAUSE
HER HUSBAND NEVER SENSED HIS NEED TO COME
TO CHRIST AND AS FAR AS | KNOW,—HE DIED
WITHOUT THE SAVIOUR.

[V, SUME ARE WAITING FUR ANUTHER TIME
/ & MBST OF US BELI

\% WE WILL LIVE A LONG
TIME - AT LEASTE@/O YEAR:

45 8)PLUS AND WILL HAVE
7 ) _AMPLE OPPORTUNITY PENT DAY, SQMEWHERE.
‘ e AT LEAST THERE IS TH THAT WE

\\\“' WILL REPENT BEFORE WE DIE. HOWEVER, EVERY DAY

ONE LIVES APART FROM CHRIST MAk T ONE STEP
.~ (MORE DIFFICULT TO BE SAVED. OR NEGLECT
BIND US EVER MORE TIGHTLY. OSADTO SAY BUT
OFTEN IT TAKES TRAGEDY TO AWAKEN THE SINNER
OUT OF HIS SLUMBER. YEA' kGOTF WAS NOT.
UNUSUAL FOR WHAT WE CALL“SBEATH B
BUT THAT 1S RARE TODAY BECAUSE T BICA
COMMUNITY HAS MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR DYING
TO BE HEAVILY SEDATED OR UNCONSCIOUS,
UNABLE TO MAKE A RATIONAL DECISION. A COUPLE
OF WEEKS AGO OUR VISITING EVANGELIST REMINDED

= THAT SCREAMS
Too OFTEN THOSE WHO SAY g;;gﬁ;g) ‘
/Atso SAY NOTLEVERS , FO IS R
TODAY.

, sgkgg&+ug_gggg OVER 3§ OR
HORE Yo AR OF TN Y, 1 CAN THINK OF A COA
R il

MINER_CRUSHED IN A SLATE_EALL WHO HAD
ABSOLUTELY NO/INTEREST IN TALKING TO ME ABOUT
CHRIST EVEN FHOUGH HE WAS H& HOURS FROM DEATH.

" LA véav/

("7/
A%

; 2
.' Ir st / . b ,U_,!
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'\;;7 ABOUT BEING SAVED,

Felis = Conthame
Seagi==

/\guff~' air m#
. ﬁ,r ;ﬂ

[ THINK OF ANOTHER WOMAN ADDICTED TO ALCOHOL ==
WITH WHOM | SPOKE IN A HQSBRIIAL IN MICHIGAN.

™  SHE HAD EVERY GOOD INTENTION AND PLANNED TO
ABANDON HER DRINKING AND TURN TO CHRIST. LESS
THAN A _MONTH. FROM THE DAY [ TALKED TO HER

HE=WAS KILLED IN_AN
v | THINK OF THE PEOPLE

£ WHo~ﬂ¢xE SAT IN THIS AUDITORIUM WHO WOULD
a:; COMMI -ﬁ#%@*“ﬁ BEFORE THE NEXT SUNDAY. [HERE
¢ L ARE STO ON TOP OF STORIES OF PEOPLE WITH

GOOD INTENTIONS BUT WHO WAITED_DNE_DAx.}QD
. ' =M SOME DAY NEVER CAME., IN

80D REPEATS THE WORD

JOD SA OMETHING TWICE, WE
LD LISTEN CAREFULLY. NOW - TODAY IS THE
NLY DAY WE MAY BE SURE OF BEING SAVED.
L LET YOU BELIEVE THERE IS A HEAVEN
TO GAIN AND A HELL TO FLEE. IT's ok IF You
WANT TO BELIEVE THAT BUT HIS MOST EFFECTIVE
WEAPON IS TO GET YOU TO BELIEVE THAT SOMEHOW
THERE IS NO HURRY_,’CENERE IS PLENTY OF TIME.,

A

Qafd




,ROBERT K. SPRADLING JuLy 9, 1989

THE ENCOURAGER

QUESTION: HAVE YOU EVER TAKEN JLESSQNS SUCH
AS- VOICE, DRIVING, BOWLING, GQLF, EXERCISES?
How DID THE INSTRUCTOR BEHAVE? ID HE LOSE
HIS TEMPER, YELL AND CALL YOU HARD NAMES
SUCH AS IDIOT, MORON, OR DUMMY, LAUGH AND
MAKE FUN OF YOUR FEEBLE EFFORTS? USUALLY
THE INSTRUCTOR'S WORDS ARE HELPFUL AND
ENCOURAGING SUCH AS KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK,

THOSE WHO—HAVE FALLEN,
BROKEN. LN THE EARLY CHE -
WAS A BELIEVER WHOSE LIFE WAS A

(¢ BLESSING TO THE CHURCH. HE LIVED UP TO H1S
' NAME , !%g g%g gE ;g%%%gg%ﬁggg;
NEEDS A WHILE . HEN

) WE ARE SICK, SAD, DEVASTATED BY TH OR
DIVORCE, STUDENTS AWAY FROM HOME, MEN IN
Y THE MILITARY, AGED, WEAK AND LONELY, ALL
OF THESE ARE TIMES IN LIFE WHEN_A WORD, A

L SUGGESTS THARgEVERY CHURCH NEEDS
ABUS BRIGADE."” “PEOPLE WHO WILL TAKE
OTHERS TO LUNCH AND PICK UP THE TAB, SEND
GIFT, FREE TICKETS AND KEEP THE KIDS WITH
NO ACCEPTANCE OF MONEY FOR SUCH SERVICES.
§ (COMMENT REGARDING STRAUSS AND THE LADY AT
QI THE GREENBRIER - MAGICAL WORDS IN THE TRUE
‘¥ BARNABMS TRADITION.) LET US DISCOVER
. # TOGETHER HOW BARNABMS ENCOURAGED OTHERS:

_RHQNE_QALLJ.A_LEIIEBA_ﬁLBAI.ON THE BACK
MAKE THE DIFFERENCE\\x'N ONE OF HIS BOOKS,
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[. BARNABAS ENCUURAGED OTHERS WITH HIS ASe.
MUNEY - AcTs 4:32-37 OoF

SOME PEOPLE USE VERSE 32 AS A BASIS FOR WHAT
"THEY CALL CHRIST.IAN COMMUNISM. THERE IS

NO SUCH ANIMAL. JUST AS THERE IS NO SUCH
THING AS AN HONEST CROOK OR A TRUTHFUL LIAR,
THERE IS NO CHRISTIAN COMMUNIST FOR THE
TERMS ARE MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE. COMMON OWNER-
SHIP DOES NOT MEAN COMMUNISM. A STUDY OF
THE CONTEXT POINTS OUT THAT THIS EVENT

TOOK PLACE AS THE RESULT OF RELIGIOUS
PERSECUTION., [T RESULTED IN RELIGIOUS
UNITY WITH THE GOVERNMENT-NOT INVOLVED. IT
WAS VOLUNTARY, UNSELFISH IN ITS MOTIVATION
AND PEACEFUL IN ITS OPERATION. IHERE ARE
TWO STARTLING FACTS ABOUT GENEROSITY
MENTIONED IN THIS PASSAGE:

THE APOESTLES COULD DECIDE WHERE_THE FUNDS
WERE TO BE USED. [HERE WAS NO “BARNABBS
MEMORIAL CHAPEL, LIBRARY, SCHOLARSHIP.'

( WAS NOT HIS CONCERN, ONLY .CONTRI-
BUTION. |HE TEXT SHOWS THAT BARNABUS WAS
FROM THE ISLAND OF CYPRUS, A LANDOWNER OF
SOME SUBSTANCE. [IHE TERM LEVITE MEANS

HE WORKED OR SERVED IN THE TEMPLE. IHEIR
DUTIES WERE TO SWEEP THE FLOOR, OPEN AND
CLOSE THE DOORS, TO ACT AT TEMPLE POLICE
AND MANY OTHER MENIAL TASKS AROUND THE
TEMPLE. BARNABHS WAS A PERSON WHO WAS
CONCERNED ABOUT THE COMFORT OF OTHERS AND
HIS LIFE WAS DEVOTED TO SERVICE TO GOD AND
MAN. DBARNAB&S USED HIS FINANCIAL RESOURCES
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TO HELP OTHERS WHILE HE WAS STILL LIVING.
HE WAS DETERMINED THAT HIS\ESTATE WOULD BE
™ USED WHILE HE WAS ALIVE. NANCES IS ONE
(:Z) TRUE TEST OF GENUINE DISCIPLESHIP. (Roy
AURIN TELLS THE STORY OF A _RICH MAN OF
WHO VISITED HIS PASTOR.
S THEY WERE TALKING, THE PASTQR ASKED THE
RICH MAN TO STEP TO THE WINDOUWKAND SAY WHAT

HE SAW, | SEE.MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

i REPLIED THE
RICH MAN. E PASTOR ASKED THE RICH MAN
TO STEP T 3 AND REVEAL WHAT HE SAW.
“Now I SEE MYSELE.

THE PASTOR POINTED OUT
THAT IN THE WINDOW THERE I
INOTHING BEHIND IT BUT IN THE MIRROR THERE IS
o S THE SILVER ADDED THAN ONE C

O SEE _OTHERS AND ONLY P
,-\@ R-iféﬁéﬁ TELLS THE STORY THAT DURING THE
REIGN OF _FREDERIC WirrLiam II1., KING OF
THE COUNTRY WAS INVOLVED IN

EXPENSIVE JWARS. ENDEAVORING TO STRENGTHEN
THEIR COUNTRY.BUT LACKING IN FUNDS.
FREDERICK DID NOT WISH TO DISAPPOINT HIS
PEOPLE IN MAKING NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS
SO AFTER CONSIDERABLE STUDY HE APPROACHED
THE<WOMEN OF PRUSSIA AND ASKED THEM TO BRING
THEIR JEWELRY, GOLD AND SILVER, TO BE MELTED
DOWN AND MADE OR USED_FOR MONEY IN DEFENSE
| . HE RESOLVED THAT FOR EACH
ORNAMENT OF GOLD OR SILVER HE WOULD GIVE
IN EXCHANGE A DECORATION OF BRONZE OR IRQMN
AS A TOKEN OF GRATITUDE. FOR EACH DECORATION
WOULD BEAR THE JNSCRIPTION: "] _GAVE GOLD

________________ 1815." THE RESPONSE, ACCORDING
To THE STOR , WAS OVERWHELMING AND WHAT WAS
EVEN MORE IMPORTANT WAS THAT THESE WOMEN

)
PRIZED THESE GIFTS FROM THE KING MORE
GEiig) HIGHLY THAN THE POSSESSIONS THEY GAVE.

THE REASON OF COURSE WAS THAT THE DECORATION
WAS_PROOE THAT ONE HAD_SACRIEICED FOR THE

.
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KING, INDEED IT IS A MATTER OF RECORD
IN HISTORY THAT IT BECAME UNFASHIONABLE

0 WAS SAVED UNDER THE MINISTRY OF
TORRY WHEN TORRY WAS PASTOR OF MOODY CHURCH
BECAME A FOREIGN MISSIONARY. BORDEN WAS
A MILLIONAIRE BY INHERITANCE AND SYSTE-.
MATICALLY SET OUT TO GIVE AWAY HIS FORTUNE
FOR CHRIST. DURING THE THREE YEARS HE
WAS AT PRINCETON SEMINARY HE GAVE AWAY
$/5,000 T0 CHRISTIAN WORK. PLEASE KEEP IN
MIND THAT THIS WAS IN_1912, HE DIED IN EGYPT
ENROUTE TO THE MISSION FIELD BEFORE HE WAS

50 YEARS..OF~AGE.. I[N HIS WILL HE LEFT

TO THE CHINA INLAND MISSION AND
THE SUM.OF $1QQ.Qaﬂ EACH TO NATIONAL BIBLE
INSTITUTE AND TO MoopYy BIBLE INSTITUTE NOT
TO MENTION VARIQUS OTHER GROUPS WHO
RECEIVED : GIFTS AND MORE THROUGH THE
GENEROSITY OF BORDEN. BORDEN SHARED THE
SPIRIT OF BARNAB#®S WHO WAS WILLING TO GIVE
AND GIVE AGAIN TO THE WORK OF JESUS CHRIST.
To GIVE AWAY AND NOT TO. GRASP WAS HIS

QLOSOPHY- z.ifd;“vw‘qw /toi‘:shﬁg‘ff‘
[1. BARNABHS ENCOURAGED UTHERS BY(HIS -
INFLUENCt) - AcTs 9:27 éﬁféézixkduikc

R 725 o ~ —

SAUL, A NEW BELIEVER, SOUGHT OUT THE CHURCH
FOR FELLOWSHIP. HOWEVER, HIS_REPUTATION
STILL FRIGHTENED THE BELIEVERS. BARNABBS
DISPLAYED COURAGE AND A WILLINGNESS TO TAKE
RISKS FOR THE RIGHT REASON. HE WAS WILLING
TO STICK OUT HIS NECK FOR A FELLOW BELIEVER
ASKING NO S IN RETURN. [HE TENDENCY
TO PLAY E, RISK NOTHING, GAIN NOTHING,
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WATCH OUT FOR NUMBER ONE WAS NOT IN HIS
MAKEUP., HE WAS WILLING TO TRUST. (MosT
Py PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THE DISAPPOINTMENT OF
STANDING _UP FOR SOMEONE WHO HAS.E N
DOWN~IN THEIR RESPONSIBILITY.) IN BARNABHS,
SAUL HAD A TRUE FRIEND. HIS JUDGMENT WAS
VINDICATED, BARNABMS WAS GENEROUS IN
HIS ATTITUDE IN THINKING ABOUT OTHERS. HE
LOOKED FOR THE BEST AND NOT THE WORST IN
OTHER PEOPLE. HE EXPECTED THEM TO LIVE
, UP TO HIS HIGH EXPECTATIONS. AND HE USED
sy HIS INFLUENCE TO HELP OTHERS AND NOT FOR
(:3;5) PERSONAL GAIN. (COMMENT REGARDING MALT
HoweLl _IN 1954 - A BUSINESS MAN BARNAB&S.)
[11.

jAGED UTHERS BY HIS“?Sf

2o/} IMPORTANCE OF SOUL WINNING AND MISSIONS
~—— AND BARNAB®S WAS DEEPLY INVOLVED IN A
¢f T MISSIONS MINISTRY. [HE TEXT POINTS OUT
——  THAT BARNABUS WAS A eoon MAN - VERSE 25,
A 6LAD MAN - VERSE b 3, AND A GDINE MAN -

A

, VERSE 2 RNABMS™ SOUGHT ‘SAUL
HOUGHS SAUL wAs IN THE
pLOF THE CHURCH. AUL E APOSTLE
MING A STRONG LEADERSHIP ROLE IN
/71 THE EARLY CHURCH. BARNABHB WAS WILLING
77 TO STERLBACK AND_MA )M FOR.HIM, TO
' RELINQUISH AUIHQRJIX.AND POWER TO SOMEONE
ELSE. THIS IS AN AMAZING CHARACTERISTIC.
BARNAR®S WAS WILLING TO SPEND TIME IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF A LEADER WHO WQULD..IN SOME
MEASURE TAKE MUCH OF _BARNABAS’ RESPONSIBIL-
™ ITY IN THE CHURCH. /HIS IS NOT EASY TO DO.
SOME FOLK FIGHT, SCRATCH, CRITICIZE, STOOP
TO ANY METHOD OR TACTIC IN ORDER TO HOLD A
POSITION OF LEADERSHIP.
1S A NEGLECTED MINISTRY IN MANY CHURCHES,

VERSE
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THE EMPHASIS IS TO MAKE A DECISION, GET
FOLKS DOWN THE AISLE, THAT IS ONLY THE
FIRST STEP ON A LONG JOURNEY. [HERE ARE
o NOT MANY PEOPLE AVAILABLE TO CARE FOR NEW
BELIEVERS, ESPECIALLY KNOWING THAT THE
NEW BELIEVER MAY TAKE YOUR PLACE IN THE
CHURCH! BARNABBS WAS SUCH A MAGNANIMOUS
MAN AND WAS SO DEVOTED TO JESUS CHRLSF=Fk. AT
HE HAD LITTLE CONCERN ABOUT WHO GQ '
AS LONG AS THE WORK WAS DONE FOR (HRIS#
THE PLACE OF HONOR WAS NOT HIS CONCERN. 7

IV. RARNAB®S ENCUURAGED UTHERS BY IS
GIVING SUMEUNE WHO FAILED(ANOTHER )Sv—
OPPORTUNITY - AcT 15:36-37 22Kl

THE STORY ogﬁ%%g#ﬁggg% IS WELL KNOWN. HE
WAS A YOUNG MAN WHO EITHER BECAME DIS-
COURAGED OR -HQMESICK. DURING TH S OF
M PAuL’S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY. ﬁ
RETURNED HOME PREMATURELY AND WAS LABELED A
JITTER BY PAUL., WHEN THE SECOND MISSION-
'KFY'JUURNEY WAS BEING PLANNED AND JOHN
MARK'S NAME CAME UP AS A POTENTIAL STAFF
MEMBER, PAUL DISMISSED HIM QUICKLY.
_BARNABBS DISAGREED. HE DIFFERENCE OF
OPINION WAS SO_SHARP BETWEEN THESE TWO
LEADERS THAT THEY DECIDED TO SPLIT UP AND GO
éN SEPARATE DIRECTIONS, TO BE SURE,
ARNABRS WAS JOHN MARK'S UNCLE AND BLOOD
IS NOW AND ALWAYS HAS BEEN THICKER THAN
WATER, BUT THERE ARE OTHER ITEMS TO BE
CONSIDERED. BARNABAS SAW SOMETHING
MARK THAT PAUL DID NOT

_TARK _WAS LIKE
MANY WHO FAILED IN HIS FIB§= %IEEM_AI
A HRI L S LY NOT

WILLING TO RISK ANOTHER TRY AND POSSIBLE
FAILURE., PERHAPS BARNAB#S WAS MORE

TO THE TRUE HEART OF MARk. HE
MAY ALSO HAVE KNOWN THAT THE LORD’'S SERVANTS
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LEARN MORE FROM FAILURE THAN SUCCESS.
HOWEVER, PAUL DID ACKNOWLEDGE THE FACT OF
MARK's REDEMPTION, (Il Tim. 4:11) HISTORY
IS FILLED WITH THIS IDEA. FOR EXAMPLE,

FAMOUS ARTIST, FAILED AS A SOLDIER
AT WEST POINT. HE FAILED AT-ENGINEERING

Cgé;)AND FINALLY TRIED PAINTING OUT OF SHEER

@c

DESPERATION. PHILLIPS Eéggxs FAILED AS
A TEACHER. HE BECAME A GOSPEL PREACHER
AND GAINED INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION
FOR HIS 22 YEARS OF MINISTRY AT IRINITY
HURCH IN BosTon. T WAS 32
ﬁEARS OLD AND HAD SPENT L5 MONTHS oF

REPEAT : LAMENT THAT
OULD STAND THE SIBRESS OF ELECIRIC 'C

UNE DAY ALMOST AS AN IDLE GESTURE, HE

—GARBONIZED A PIECE OF COPP THREAD AFTER

HE HAD TRIED EVERY KNOWN METAL . IT

|

REQUIRED 5 HOURS TO DO THE PROCESS. [HE
FIRST THREAD BROKE BEFORE IT COULD BE
REMOVED FROM_THE MOLD, LIKEWISE A _SECOND

{AND THIRD. [HE ENTIRE SPOOL OF THREAD

WAS CONSUMED, ALSO A SECOND SPOOL. FINALLY
A PERFECT FILAMENT EMERGED ONLY TO BE -
BROKEN IN AN EFFORT TO INSERT IT INTO

A VACUUM TUBE. ANOTHER WAS DESTROYED

WHEN A JEWELERS SCREWDRIVER FELL ON IT.
AFTER FWO-DAYS AND NIGHTS THE FILAMENT WAS
FINALLY AND SUCCESSFULLY INSERTED. [HE BULB
WAS EXHAUSTED OF AIR, SEALED AND THE
CURRENT TURNED ON. THE RESULT IS HISTORY.
AFTER THAT EDISON WORKED CONTINUOUSLY
FQR_48 HOURS AND SAT UP AN ADDITIONA

HOURS UNTIL FHE—JGHT BLINKED QUT AND THE_
WORLD HAD ITS FIRST INCANDESCENT LAMP.

UUT OF WHAT APPEARED TO BE EAILURE, SUCCESS
CAME. ALEXANDER McCLAREN WAS OVERWHELMED
IN HIS MINISTRY BY A SENSE OF FAILURE.

UN ONE SPECTACULAR OCCASION WHEN HE WAS

AT- THE VERY ZENITH OF HIS MINISTRY, HE LEFT

y

i
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AN AUDITORIUM OVERCOME WITH A SENSE OF
HIS OWN INADEQUACY AND FAILURE AS A
PREACHER YET IN THE EYES OF HIS HEARERS
THERE WAS NO GREATER. BARNABAS WAS A MAN
WHO KNEW THAT NO FAILURE NEED BE FINAL.
THANK GOD FOR MEN LIKE BARNABAS WHO WERE
SYMPATHETIC TO THOSE OF US WHO BLUNDER
AND STUMBLE THROUGH LIFE. (COMMENT
REGARDING SEMINARY CHAPEL SERVICE,)
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IV. THE EXCEPT OF DYING - Joun 12:24

. IN THIS PASSAGE; JESUS TALKS ABOUT m HE
{ Idﬂﬂﬁi& . SPEAKING

IS NO EXA '*TION TO SAY THAT IF ESUS HAD NOT DIED
HE NOULD HAVE BEEN THE LA

Ql A MERLT, HE POPULAR
THINKING OF ESUS' DAY WAS THAT WHEN MESSIAH CAME
HE WOULD COME AS A POWEREUL AL
AND MEN WOULD GET ON HIS PO I“AND FOLLO

& OWEVER 08 SUGGES
\\)ﬁuuﬁizﬂgﬂﬂsﬁﬂﬁﬁaﬁﬁlﬁ OR HIS FOLLOWERS. IT WAS
3 RENT FROM THE OREEK.RHILOSPHY. OF

AND
JESUS SP F SACRIFICE AND
INSTEAD 0 HE SUGGESTS A

SEEN THAN WHEN A PIECE

OF GRAIN IS PLANTED IN THE GROUND AND ROTS; IF YOU
WILL, IT LS THEN AND THEN ALONE THAT IT BRINGS
&, HAR . CASHIN THE CASE OF OUR LORD, IT IS NOT UNTIL

(BELTE VERS] HAY Bl Qe SELF Sl bRl AND

BEESONA NA AND ml't-mwqug' A

|l ADD _UDAN TLIE LID )]\ 0 L HEADR | DD T4
/ NP L C D A ) » N ) D D NP " THIS

WAS A~REVD UT;ONARY AND STARTLING PRINCIPLE WHICH
SHOCKED JESUS' HEARERS.

V. THE EXCEPT QF ABIDING - Jown 15:4 (cl.%l.\

EIRST OF AL; 5 AAP '@“LLJ-'

POSSIBLE FOR SOMEONE WHO IS ALREADY ARIST TO BE
QST . AND HAS TO DO
WITH T HAT GOD DOES TO

%UARANTEE THE 3 OF THOSE WHO BELONG TO HIM.
HE R AL

HE UHRISTIAN WHO DO

SL LAk o bion 05 Sl Y
NOT les A IS REAL uu&uwg LLF
N THE WORK OF GOD INVITES

SUGGEST THAT IT IS ONLY POSSIBL
"'”‘ THOSE TQ ABIDE IN HRIST WHO ARE ALREADY IN CHRIST
N

RING O R FELLOWSHIP WITH THE

bsine_Gun X Prollesms: s.L.aa st
‘Aﬂv{— — vvu-t M-ﬂ‘;& ‘?

Ly sh: S{ut{//
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LorD, WE SHOULD HA
SHOULD
r—x NOTHING TO COME BETWEEN US AND CHRIST. Our

RELATIONSHIP TO HIM SHOULD NOT BE AW.QE.E

BUT A STEADY QNUARR
P OWING. 1N CRA f.. | S, ﬁs WE

HAVE FELLOWSHIP =5y WE WILL HAVE FR N THE

HR AN LIFE, €ARIDINGI HAS TO DO WITH |

- (P CC D OF R Ll EE HA

NO WI T ik bbbedHE L ORD , S TH

AT FELLOWSHIP AND THE MORE WE KEEP OUR LIVES
CLEAN AND THE CHANNEL OPEN BETWEEN US AND THE LORD THE
MORE FRUITFUL WE WILL BE AS CHRISTIANS. LETME ALSO

SAY THAT FRUIT IN W
ORD IS CONCERNED AEOUT OQUR

HRISTIANM AND CONDUCT WHICH REFLECTS THE
L orRD ESUS HRIST AND THE FRUIT OF THE OPIRIT,

(GAL, THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF Us
ERHLI_IN ADDITION TO SOUL-WINING,
OUR IPS AS BEING
FRUI UNTOW (CF ROM.'LEF? lE IH lBE
@COL :10) ACCORDING TO THIS CHAPTER THﬁ-ﬁiﬁB&T—ﬂi
JAmER RISTIAN LIFE ARIDLNC E THINK IT

DIN
1 N5,

i} ”.:?%:M!s" _ _::}.-- HE D LSPAKOF OUR
|[’mﬁv-‘3-— A T [ Im7n‘hl N LHEA ;
JWHEN W OBEY THE RULES - OF el D
Ny seiz UEALTH. LET US REMAIN NEAR. Hlﬂ Wit
LS ) RING OUR FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM,
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§ .o /—”i,‘;:“ (“‘).._—\ / X
o / -"fs"/.'z..
¥ JOHN’S LAST LETTER
. ITT Joun
THE THIRD ER OF THE GOSPEL OF JOHN IS

BEST »;o.\_CHAPTERS IN THE_BIBLE.,
[IT JOHN 1STONE OF THE. LE KNOWN. THE
< APOSTLE JOHN WROTE et TESTAMENT BOOKS
~ “(THE GOSPEL OF _JOHN, REVELATION, THREE
J EPISTLES), III JOHN IS ONE OF THE BOOKS IN
THE NEW TESTAMENT CONTAINING A SINGLE
: ~_ CHAPTER -_JuDg, II JoHN AND PHILEMON ARE
>~ OTHERS., THIS LETTER WAS WRITTEN FROM
/7" EPHESUS WHERE JOHN WAS THE PASTOR_NOW IN
-~ HIs 90's._ FEATURES: 219 worDs, 14 VERSES.
" (CoMPARE TUESDAY PAPER WHERE 325 PLUS
WORDS WERE USED TO CALL TWO MEN THIEVES!)
RUTH MENTIONED SIX TIMES. |HIS IS NOT A
DEAR JOHN LETTER BUT A LETTER WRITTEN BY
%f N “NAMED JOHN WHO WAS DEAR TO CHRIST.
Dery [T 1S ADDRESSED TO A MAN NAMED GAIUS. THREE
—or"? KEY PEOPLE IN THE EPISTLE PROVIDE THE BASIS
FOR CONSIDERATION,

[. GAIUS - THE KIND OF LAYMAN EVERY CHURCH
NEEDS - VErses 1-8

FOR SOME YEARS, | PRACTICED A BAD HABIT
REGARDING CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. SPENT TOO
MUCH TIME IHINKING ABOUT, PRAYING ABOUT,

¥033x1u§ ABOUT _RRORLEN PEOPLE™ IN CHURCHES.
HE M RLI "ROUBLEMAKERS WERE GETTING
EELMARX_AIIENILQN. THEY SPENT MUCH OF THEIR

TIME TRYING TO GIVE EVERYBODY %, MAKING
N EVERYBODY WE - WHILE THE FINE, FAITHFUL
T C

FOLLOWERS OF HURCH WERE OFTEN %@
THE LORD IMPRESSED ME TO STOP PONDER

THESE PROBLEM FOLKS AND START.EEAILEQ_EDR'-
THOSE WHO WERE STEADY SAINTS. GAIUS WAS

e ——
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SUCH A PERSON. HE WAS THE KIND OF PERSON
WHO WHEN HE WALKED INTO THE CHURCH THE -SRIRIJ

OF THE MEETING.IMPRQVED. HE WAS,EQMQNG,_QAmD,
GENEROUS AND HOSPITABLE. ' HELLZROUNDED, |

”won RIMARY
Lo kot

(A) HAD_A SPIR _,m.;-ER.W CARED

*THE ELDER” IS ONE OF THREE BIBLE TERMS TO

DESIGNATE PEOPLE OF._SPIRITUAL RE&RQﬁ?&BékLIY
AND ;AUTHORIEY IN THE LOCAL CHURCH., [HIS WORD
IS PRESBUTEROS WHICH EMPHASIZES THE STATUS

OF LOCAL CHURCH LEADERSHIP. JOHN, WAS IN

HIS 90%S AND wAs INDEED “AN ELDER"! THE

WORD ™GAIUS” WAS A COMMON NAME FOR AN UNCOMMON
MAN (COMPKﬁE 7O SMITH AND JONES). THE WORD

E BELOVED” WAS A TERM FAMILIAR TO JOHN
Fo%‘ﬁE‘WK§'RNowN AS BELOVED’HIMSELF. THE
WORDS. "PROSPER" AND HEAL H” REFER TO
THIS PR%?ER“%ER HE "WELL-HEELED” AND THE
WELL'HEALED. HE WORD FOR-HEALTH IS THE
GREEK HYGENE. JUST AS ONE CARES FOR HIS
“OWN GOQD_HEALIH BY PRACTICING GOOD RULES FOR

HEALTH SO THERE ARE_SRI HABIT TO BE
DEVELOPED. THE WORDS "N R

(S WERE NOT THE
GS M. HE WANTED HIS
SONS AND DAUGHTERS TO TRAFFIC IN TRUTH, TO

MAKE JRUTH THE TEST OF THEIR MINISTRY,
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~

(B) GAlusS HAD A TERRIFIC Egﬁ,;trmux AMONG

TRAVELING TEACHERS, PREACHERS AND
MISSIONARIES - V 3, 5-8
SUGGESTED THERE WERE FOUR H’i@

SOMEONE HAS
, JS} CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. ,
‘;/.// LZ-I/E N g

s

HE WORD WENT OUT WHEN IN AsfA -7
GAIUS FOR HIS, ﬁgmg IS A COMEQRTABLE -

| AGE_FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS. THE&_LOV TO

| STAY THERE e L~ A

| (2) - E‘ﬁéiﬁ;NLYfK;EihEBw et
| PRACTICE T EARLY _CHRISTIAN TRAIT,

n)(Trans. )
(3) HONORARIUM o NHEN GUESTS CAME TO THEIR
CHURCH, THEY DIDN'T HAVE TO“BORROW=MONEY
~  TO.GET.HOME. (COMMENT oN_HAROLD MORRIS AND
OFFERINGS TAMPERED WITH BY CHURCH PEOPLE.)

(4) HELPER - THE WORD PARTNERS OR CO-WORKERS
SUGGESTS THOSE WHO_SHARE IN THE WORK RATHER
THAN SHIRK RESPONSIBTILCITY,

WHEN ONE CONSIDERS VERSES 5-8 AND THE WORDS
OF COMMENDATION FOR ;ﬁ;us ONE WORD SEEMS
:PLEAP FROM THE TEXT AND THAT IS THE WORD
09 GAIUS WAS A MAN WHO DID MORE THAN HE

1D. (WHEN ALL IS SAID AND DONE, MORE IS
SAID THAN DONE!) THANK GOD FOR THE
IN THE LORD’S WORK, PEOPLE WHO GET THINGS
DONE RATHER THAN TALK THEM TO DEATH.

AL -
IT. DIOTREPHES - THE KIND OF E%ADER EVERY
™ CHURCH COULD DO WITHOUT - Verses 9-10

IT wouLD APPEAR THAT DIOTREPHES WAS A SELE-

APPOINTED, SELF-WILLED, SELF-SERVING LEADER
OF A LOCAL CHURCH IN THE PROVINCE OF ASIA
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MINOR HOW HE GOT INTO THAT POSITION IS NO

MORE KN THAN HOW JUDAS [SCARIOT COULD GET
P ON THE.INSIDE OF THE DISCIPLES BUT HE DID,

JOHN ADDRESSED THE SITUATION IN ASIA AND

LEVELED -EIVE CHARGES OR INDICTMENTS AGAINST
DIOTREPHES:

. (1) DIOTREPHES HAD A BAD CASE OF THE BIG

Ne S+(= HEAD, |HE WORD PREEMINENCE MEANS "EIRST PLACE”
“~+ "TT TS A COMBINATION OF THE WORD TO BE

/™ OF AND THE WORD FIRST. IT _IS USED ONLY ONE

{ 49 \OTHER PLACE IN SCRIPTURE, COLOSSIANS 1:18,

"!.4 JAND REFERS TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST,

ﬂ /DIOTREPHES WANTED THE PLACE IN THE CHURCH
ﬁi&?’ JRESERVED FOR CHRIST ALONE. HE wAS A_CHURCH
Topil~« BOSS, A DICTATOR, A MAN WITH A RARAL_COMPIEX
— WHO CONSIDERED HIMSELF A GIANJ AMONG PYGMIES.
His moTTo: “WHAT I CAN'T RUN O LL
RULML “ HE CONSIDERED HIMSELF THE MOST
EXALTED RULER"” OF THE CHURCH. His v 1

THE LOUDEST AND LAST ON ANY SUBJECT._ BY THE
CZB(EAY, SOMETIMES DTOTREPHES IS A S|

N

OME DAY MY SECOND BOOK WILL BE "DUIOTREPHES
Disease - THE PLAcuE ofF CHURCH LIFE.™ THIS
00K FOLLOWS NUMBER ONE WHICH HAS TO DO

WITH E HAVE HEARD IN THE CHURCH,

SOMETIMES IOTREPH IS A LAYMAN, BUT SOMETIMES
HE IS A PASTOR! s7oR /0 TR LPALS )

(2) DIOTREPHES HAD A HOSTILE ATTITUDE TOWARD
CHURCH LEADERS AND CHURCH AUTHORITY -SIMPLY

STATED HE HAD AN ANTLWAPOSTLE SYNDROME . - “BE
QOSTILE TO AN APQ WAS HIS_IHEM ‘
SIMPLY D. D NO

h\ DY COULD GIVE |IOTREPHES SPIRI Al

DIRECTION OR CORRECTION, HE CONSIDERED OTHER

PEOPLﬁgéEEE%EAI TO HIS POSITION., HE RESISTED

AND RE AGAINST CHURCH AUTHORITY., HE

?EFUSED TO LISTEN TO THE BELOVED APOSTLE JOHN,
OMMENT REGARDING "JoHNNY”.) IT IS
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i
PARADOXICAL) THAT WHAT IS OFTEN E STRENGTH

OF AN ORGANIZATION OR GROUP MAY ALSO BE ITS
WEAKNESS! FOR EXAMPLE, THE STRENG OF

THE RULE. OVER YOU, WHO HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU
THE WORD OF GOD: WHOSE FAITH FOLLOW. ...

-+ T ol
(3) DIOTREPHES USED THE TACTIC OF

TALK TO SUSTAIN HIS POSITION IN THE CHURCH -~
T IHE WORD' “LITERALLY MEANS TO_TALK
My i WITH THE IDEA OF TATTLING
' OR TALE BEARING IN VIEW. DIOTREPHES ADOPTED

‘\d:f?'A DOWN. ‘ Y ATTITUDE.
HE USED , BLLING, LANGUAGE
TO UNDERCUT HIS OPPOSITION AND TO CREATE AN
UNDERCURRENT IN THE CHURCH. HE_LLED ABOUT
JOHN, PERHAPS HE USED THE OLD PHRASES

™ SYNONYMOUS WITH GOSSIP SUCH AS: “THEY
SAY, ['VE HEARD, IT IS RUMORED, [ HAVE 1T ON

GOOD AUTHORITY” TO MENTION .  DIOTREPHES
-- INATED BY BOTH HIS AND HIS
. FONGUED HE USED BOTHEEE H ADVANTAGE ,
“4“:- ? £4)
(4) DIOT REPHES WAS ANTI OCIAL TOWARD FELLOW

) HURCH -
NER”E SIMPLY NOT

o "IN HIS C E FACT THAT PEOPLE
X" LOVED JESUS HAD NO BEARING ON THEIR

_— IN THIS CHURCH, THEY MUST WITH B%%@gg%HES
MA" ) OR THEY WERE NOT.WEWG@OME. [HIS INCLUDED

¢ AROSTHsES OR ANY OTHERS WHO CAME INTO THAT

Fe _--‘E"" o .y P
ASSEMBLY . e Do CHi7 A S

P (5) DIOTREPHES KICKED PEOPLE OUT OF THE
CHURCH WHO DID NOT AGREE WITH HIM - IT IS SAD
.- SQME.FOLK IN_CHURCH L IKE TO
LE_ARQUND. THEIR
CARRIES

=
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OVER INTO CHURCHLIFE. THEY GET A KICK.OUT
OF KICKING OTHERS OUT OF THE CHURCH. PERHAPS

o IT IS R BUT IT IS CERTAINLY
NOT ACCORDING TO ECRIPTURE : NHEN PAUL DEALT
WITH THE SINNING BROTHER IN :

IT WAS_ALWA TH THE IDEA OF R ‘

“ MIND, mmximm How couLD DIOTREPHES GET
INTO A PLACE OF LEADERSHIP IN-A.LOCAL CHURCH?

NHEN THERE IS D_VACUUM. OFTEN THE

-

xcfv

7
BLE P LE OFTEN LET THEM DO IT UN OSED.
OTHERS SIMPLY DO NOT WANT TO CAUSE

SO THEY LET A IRQUBLEMAKER STEP INTO THE PLACE
OF LEADERSHIP AND DESTROY A LOCAL CHURCH.
" ONE OF THE TIMES OF MAXIMUM DANGER FOR SUCH A

B$  TAKEOVER IS DURING A PASTORAL CHANGE .
I ﬂ's“(ZOMMENT REGARDING

WAY BUT A

[11. DEMETRIUS - THE KIND OF MAN AND MESSAGE
THE CHURCH MUST HAVE - Verse 12

THERE ARE TWO OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS
ABOUT THIS MAN:

(A) TesTiMoNY - THE WORDS GOOD REPORT SUGGEST
THAT BOTH BELIEVERS AND NON-BELIEVERS WERE
_IMPRESSED WITH HIM, SUCH A REPORT Is
/™ T NECESSARY FOR CHURCH LEADERS., (I TiM., 3:7 -
COMMENT REGARDING BILLY GRAHAM AND THE
ATTITUDE OF UNBELIEVERS TOWARD HIM AND HIS
CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY.)
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(8) TRUTH - THE WORD FOR TRUTH IS THE GREEK
-ALBEI,gﬂ - SECOND MOST POPULAR NAME FOR BIBLE
.  CLASS/SUNDAY ScHooL cLASS AFTER CALVARY,
TRUTH WAS THE_IRADEMARK oF DEMETRIUS. [ couLD
BELIEVE THAT DEMETRTIUS DID NO*E&;NQ_SQLQS BUT
DID SING IN THE CHOIR. HE DID NOFSPRESIDE AT
THE BUSINESS MEETING BUT HE WAS ALWAYS PRESENT.
HE DID NOT MAKE=LARGE FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE LOCAL CHURCH BUT RATHER REGULAR

"CONTRIBUTIONS., HE WAS A STEADY, FAITHFUL
"CHRISTIAN WHO!

S
Hlm_ﬁﬁUIESQEHESE'g ﬁéﬁﬁ. VERSEs:gﬁJOHN 8:%2,
40, o4, 05, 46, Joun 14:6, I/ - TRUTH AS_AN
: 0N’ - BEING, JOHN 16:7, 13. Joun 17:17,
(JoHN 18:3/7) TouLD IT BE THAT DIOTREPHES AND
DEMETRIUS WORSHIPPED IN THE SAME CHURCH, ONE
WAS INVOLVED WITH TRASH, THE OTHER INVOLV,
WITH TRUTH. AcCORDING 10 Il THESS. 2:12
OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD TRUTH AND ADHERENCE TO
TRUTH DETERMINES DESTINY.




ROBERT K. SPRADLING DECEMBER 30, 1984

KINGS AND NIGHTS

MANY YEARS AGO, F. E. MARSH WROTE A BOOK

v ENTITLED “NIGHT SCENES FROM THE BIBLE,”

IN THE BOOK HE DEVELOPS THE IDEA THAT

MANY OF THE GREAT EVENTS IN BIBLE HISTORY
OCCURRED AT NIGHT., EVEN WITHOUT CONSULTING
A CONCORDANCE, ONE MAY THINK OF A NUMBER OF
INTERESTING EVENTS THAT TRANSPIRED AT
NIGHT:

(1) “AND THERE WERE IN THE SAME COUNTRY
SHEPHERDS ABIDING IN THE FIELDS, KEEPING
WATCH OVER THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT.”

(LUKE 2:8)

(2) "AND THERE WAS A MAN OF THE PHARISEES,
NAMED NICODEMUS, A RULER OF THE JEWS:

THE SAME CAME TO JESUS BY NIGHT..."”

(JOHN 3:1-2)

(3) "“AND GOD SAID UNTO HIM, THOU FOOL,

THIS NIGHT THY SOUL SHALL BE REQUIRED OF
THEE: THEN WHOSE SHALL THESE THINGS BE,
WHICH THOU HAST PROVIDED?” (LUuKE 12:20)

(4) "AND THEN HAVING RECEIVED THE SOP,
WENT IMMEDIATELY OUT: AND IT WAS NIGHT."
(JoHN 13:30)

THESE FOUR REFERENCES MAY BE MULTIPLIED
MANY TIMES TO RECORD THE GREAT NIGHT SCENES
OF THE BIBLE. FOR OUR STUDY, WE WILL
CONSIDER_THREE KINGS AND THREE SIGNIFICANT
HICH CHANGED THE KINGS _AND HUMAN




-

I, THE NIGHT OF A KING'S INQUIRY - =
Py I SAMUEL 28:8, 25

THIS CHAPTER RECORDS THE EVENTS OF THE
hﬁgJ;Jiuai; OF KING SAUL'S LIFE.. SAMUEL

AS DEAD, THE PHILISTINES WERE THREATENING.
THE RECOGNIZED MODES OF DIVINE REVELATION
WERE SILENT. SAUL WAS SCARED. IN ANCIENT
TIMES, TO BEGIN A BATTLE WITHOUT OMEN OR
COUNSEL FROM THE GODS WAS UNTHINKABLE,

WHEN NO WORD WAS FORTHCOMING FROM GOD,

SAUL ATTEMPTED TO GET SOME PREVIEW BY
UNACCEPTABLE METHODS. HE VIOLATED HIS

OWN DIRECTIVE WHICH HAD ALL
EXILED FROM THE LAND, LIKE MANY PEOPLE,

HE ENTERED INTO A FORBIDDEN A WHEN
GOD DID NOT DO AS SAUL WANTED, %HERE IS
SOMETHING VERY_SAD ABOUT THIS NATIONAL

0 FIGURE SEEKING COUNSEL FR :
LIKE MANY PEOPLE, WHEN SAUL REFUSED TO DO

THINGS GOD'S WAY, HE MADE HIMSELF A

I IN MY OPINION,
MUCH THAT IS DONE BY MEDIUMS IS TRICKERY
AND CLEVER DECEPTION, PREYING UPON THE

WEAKNESS OF MAN'S SUPERSTITIOUS NATURE.
AMERICA IS EXPERIENCING AN OCCULT EXPLOSION,
ONE IN FIVE AMERICANS BELIEVE IN ASTROLOGY
AND READ THE COLUMNS IN OVER 12,000 NEWS-
PAPERS DAILY. THE FILM "“THE EXORCIST”
GROSSED OVER /0 MILLION DOLLARS IN ONE
YEAR'S TIME. PEOPLE ARE ANXIOUS TO HAVE
SOME SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE FUTURE
AND RESORT TO PSYCHICS, ASTROLOGERS,
NUMEROLOGISTS AND ALL KINDS OF EFFORTS
TO GAIN SUCH KNOWLEDGE, LET ME STATE
/CATEGORICALLYJ IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR

YOU AND ME TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE DEAD,
THE QUESTION ARISES CONCERNING WHAT
HAPPENED AT ENDOR, IT WAS A UNIQUE
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EXPERIENCE., THIS WOMAN, .A SPIRIT MEDIUM,

DID NOT.HAVE POWER TO COMMUNICATE WITH

THE DEAD AND SHE WAS THE MOST SURPRISED

AND FRIGHTENED PERSON AT THAT SEANCE.!
N SHE PLANNED TO STAGE AN EVENT BUT GOD

SUPERNATURALLY INTERVENED TO REBUKE SAUL!
oIF THE WOMAN HAD BEEN IN CHARGE OR IN
CONTROL OF THE SITUATION, SHE WOULD NOT
HAVE BEEN SO TERRIFIED., THIS WAS GoD’s
FINAL CONFRONTATION WITH SAUL AND HE DID
IT THROUGH THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF GODLY
SAMUEL. IN THE OLD TESTAMENTI, ALL DEAD
BOTH SAVED AND UNSAVED WENT TO A PLACE
CALLED THIS PASSAGE SHOULD BE A
WARNIN L PEOPLE OF THE DANGER OF
DABBLING WITH CULTS. IT MAY BE BOTH
DANGEROUS AND DESTRUCTIVE. SAUL DIED
THE NEXT DAY ON THE HILLS OF GILBOA, ALONG
WITH HIS SONS TO CONCLUDE A SAD SELFISH

YIELDING DISOBEDIENCE TO GoOD.

_ OUSE TELLS THE STORY ABOUT
ONE OF HIS CHILDREN WHOM HE INSTRUCTED-IO
DO-A—CERTAIN-THING, SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS
AND DETAILS HAD BEEN GIVEN SO AS HE
STARTED WORKING AT HIS DESK, THE CHILD
LINGERED UNTIL MRS. BARNHOUSE CAME INTO
THE STUDY AND INQUIRED ABOUT THE CHILD'S
BRESENCE. ik s

" THE DOCTOR REPLIED:

AT YOU WERE TOLD

"NOW GO AND DO WH
CLEAR INSTRUCTIONS ABOUT WHAT HE WAS TO

DO BUT SAUL WAS TOO STUBBORN TO OBEY,
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[T. THE NIGHT OF A KING'S INSOMNIA -
ESTHER 6:1

NOT MANY BELIEVERS KNOW MUCH ABOUT THE

BOOK OF ESTHER OTHER THAN IT IS ONE OF TWO

BOOKS IN THE BIBLE BEARING A WOMAN'S NAME -

THE OTHER IS RUTH. _HE NAME OF GOD DOES
THE _BO HOWEVER, SOMEONE

HAS POINTED OUT THAT EVEN THOUGH GOD’S

NAME ISNOT IN PRINT HI1S PRESENCE MAY BE

SEEN IN THE | THE BOOK TAKES

PLACE IN ANC A WHICH IS THE BIBLE

NAME FOR MODERN THE EVENTS OF THE

BOOK SPAN A 20 YEAR PERIOD AND TOOK PLACE
DURING THE TIME OF . s STUDENTS OF
BIBLE PROPHECY WILL NTIFY PERSIA WITH
THE SECOND KINGDOM- IN DANIEL'S IMAGE,
(DANTEL 2) THE PERSIAN EMPIRE WAS

MATTER OF FACT THE FESTIVE OCCASION HAD
LASTED FOR 6 MONTHS. FOR THAT PERIOD OF
TIME, THE KING HAD ENGAGED IN SHOWING
THE GLORIES OF HIS KINGDOM TO 127 PRINCES.
EATING, DRINKING, MUSIC AND SENSUAL DANCING
WERE ALL PART OF THE FESTIVE MOOD,
AHASUERUS, LOOKING FOR ONE LAST GREAT
TO IMPRESS AND EXCITE HIS GUESTS
ESTRED -QUEEN VASHTI TO MAKE A PUBLIC
APPEARANCE AND DISPLAY HER FEMININE BEAUTY
TO THE DRUNKEN GUESTS. (WHATEVER MEN MAY
SAY ABOUT DRINKING, THIS CHAPTER AND OTHERS
wIN THE BIBLE ARE REMINDERS THAT THERE IS

~FASHIONABI E OR REDEEMING ABOUT
CHAL-DRINKING: DRINKING PEOPLE KNOW THAT

IT STIRS Pﬂa§IONS AND_RELAXES NORMAL SAFE-
GUARDS AND UUEEN VASHTI REFU:! SE

HERSELF TO THE LUSTFUL GAZE OF HER
HUSBAND ‘S DRUNKEN FRIENDS. HER LEGENDARY

A
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BEAUTY WAS KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND
SHE WILL GO DOWN IN THE PAGES OF HISTORY
NOT SIMPLY AS A BEAUTLLFU AN BUT ONE
WHOSE CHARACTER AND SELF RESPECT MEANT
MORE TO HER THAN BEING THE QUEE” OF PERSIA,
STRIPPED OF HER. CROWN, THE KING SCOURED
HIS KINGDOM FOR.MASHII'S SUCCESSOR, THE
KINGDOM PUT ON A KIND OF "BEAUTY CONTEST”
AND_THE WINNER WAS A GIRL NAMED ESTHER.

- =R HAD NO CHOICE IN THE MATTER, SHE
WAS SIMPLY DRAFTED AND BECAME THE FINAL
CHOICE TO BE QUEEN. SHE CHARMED EVERYONE
WHO MET HER AND HER BEAUTY WAS ONLY
SURPASSED BY HER GOODNESS AND CHARACTER,
THE OTHER CHARACTERS IN THE PLOT OF THE

g STORY ARE PRIME MINISTER OF PERSIA,

TJHE SECOND EQgﬁREUL MAN _IN_ALL_THE
IVILIZED ' OMEONE SAID OF HIM:

ROM THE PERSIAN GULF TO THE CASPIAN SEA,
FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN TO INDIA, THERE
WAS NOT A JEWEL, HORSE, CAMEL, GARMENT,
FRUIT, OR WOMAN THAT HAMAN COULD NOT HAVE
FOR THE ASKING, HOWEVER, ALL OF THAT

REFUSED TO GIVE HIM THE REVERENCE
AND WORSHIP HAMAN DESIRED AS A MAN OF HIGH
RANK AND PRESTIGE, WHAT HAMAN WANTED WAS
‘A"KIND OF WORSHIP AND EVERYTHING HE OWNED
WAS SPOILED BECAUS NTLN G

CONVINCED AHASUERUS THAT THE JEWS WERE
THE ENEMIES OF PERSIA AND A LAW OR DECREE
WAS MADE TO EXTERMINATE THE JEWS FROM THE
FACE OF THE EARTH ﬂilx THE MOST BRUTAL

'EMJéﬁﬂLh_ THE BOOK OF ESTHER T
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HOW ESTHER THE QUEEN HAD NEVER REVEALED

TO HER HUSBAND THAT SHE WAS A JEWESS,
) HAMAN MADE EXTENSIVE PLANS TO HAVE MORDECA]

HAN HOWEVER, THROUGH THE WISDOM OF

STHER AND THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD HAMAN WAS

HANGED ON THE VERY GALLOWS HE HAD PREPARED
FOR MORDECAI, THUS, THE CENTRAL TRUTH OF
THE BOOK OF ESTHER EMERGES, THAT Is,ligg
4 ME AN HA

LLE - AL L ) QWARD A PRE-D

OWARD

R K NA

THIS DOCTRINE IS ESPECIALLY HELPEUL

TO THE CHRISTIAN BECAUSE HE KNOWS THAT
THE W_Ls_ﬁ.a_ammﬂmu

LAUNCHED _ON_AN._UNDETERMINED..COURSE WITH

-7

UMAN. _ b
. Pty ! DI
%ECAUSE OF THE DECREE MADE BY A BERS%KN
MONARCH WHICH WAS UNALTERABLE, EVERY JEW
UNDER PERSIAN DOMINATION WAS SUBJECT TO
DIE. WITH SO MUCH AT STAKE, ONE WOULD
EXPECT GOD TO SHAKE HEAVEN AND EARTH TO
PRESERVE HIS ANCIENT PEOPLE THROUGH WHOM
THE MESSIAH WOULD COME. HOWEVER, IN (GOD'S
SOVERIGN PLAN HE CHANGED HUMAN HISTORY IN

. A SINGLE NIGHT THROUGH A VERY <RRJLAL
Z/ ~ SMCIDENTAL _MATTER, NAMELY A SPELL OF REGAI
7 4NSOMNLA. THE SUPPOSED CHANCE READING OF

— A PAGE FROM THE ROYAL CHRONICLES TURNED
N THE ENTIRE TIDE OF HAMAN’'S PLOT AGAINST
HAMAN, AS A MATTER OF FACT, THE MOVEMENTS
OF HUMAN HISTORY. ARE IN REALITY THE
VY MOVEMENTS OF GOD, GOD IS EVER MOVING
BEHIND THE SCENES TO FRUSTRATE THE PLANS 3@_
OF MEN LIKE HAMAN AND ACCOMPLISH HIS OWN-™)
PURPOSE, JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL SAID IT
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THIS WAY: "CARELESS SEEMS THE GREAT

AVENGER: HISTORY'S PAGES BUT RECORD
ONE DEATH GRAPPLE IN THE DARKNESS

TWIXT OLD SYSTEMS AND THE WORD, JRUIH
FOREVER ON THE SCAFFOLD WRONG FOREVER
ON THE THRONE, YET THE SCAFFOLD SWAYS
THE FUTURE AND BEHIND THE DIM UNKNOWN
STANDETH GOD WITHIN THE SHADOW, KEEPING

WATCH ABOVE HIS OWN,” THIS IS BUT ONE
THE CONTINUING SAGA OF GOD'S

MARVELOUS PRESERVATION OF HIS MIRACLE

PEOPLE, THE JEWS!

ITT. THE NIGHT OF A KING'S INSOLENCE -
DANTEL 5:50

THE SCENE IN THIS CHAPTER TOOK PLACE IN
THE cITY OoF BABYLON 500 YEARS BEFORE JESUS
WAS BORN, BABYLON WAS THE CENTER OF THE
CIVILIZED WORLD. ITS TREASURY OVERFLOWED
WITH THE RESULTS OF WORLD-WIDE CONQUESTS.
THE CITY OF BABYLON WAS BELIEVED TO BE
BEYOND TAKING WITH MILITARY FORCE. IT

WAS SAID BABYLON COULD STAND A 20-YEAR
SIEGE SO GREAT WAS ITS SUPPLY IN STORE.
THE VERY NIGHT OF THIS GREAT BANQUET, IT
WAS KNOWN THAT HOSTILE ARMIES WERE
APPROACHING THE CITY, BUT BELSHAZZAR WAS

SO CONFIDENT OF HIS SAFETY THAT HE CONTINUED
THROUGH THE NIGHT WITH A DRUNKEN ORGY
DEDICATED TO HEATHEN GODS. LITTLE DID
BELSHAZZAR KNOW THAT THE RIVER WHICH RAN
THROUGH THE CITY OF BABYLON WOULD BE
DIVERTED AND MEDIAN TROOPS WOULD SOON FILL
THE CITY AND THOUSANDS WOULD BE SLAIN -
BABYLON WOULD FALL. DURING THE GREAT
BANQUET, SUDDENLY THE DRUNKEN CROWD WAS
SOBERED BY A STRANGE EVENT - THE FINGERS
OF A MAN'S HAND WRITING ON THE HUGE
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WALL OF THE PALACE. THE EVENT WAS SO
STARTLING THAT DANIEL, THE MAN OF (GOD, WAS
CALLED TO INTERPRET THE THREE WORDS
WRITTEN ON THE WALL, SIMPLY STATED THE
MESSAGE WAS THIS: GOD HAD LIMIIED THE
DAYS OF BABYLON, THEY WOULD NOT GO BEYOND
HIS APROINTED..IIME, THE NATION HAD NOT
~MEASURED-UP—-ON-THE-SCALES OF GOD SO
JUDGMENT WAS IMMINENT, THE STORY IS SAD
INDEED FOR HISTORY RECORDS THAT THE
SOLDIERS CAME INTO THE CITY THAT NIGHT
THROUGH THE HELP OF TRAITORS WHO LEFT
THEIR POSTS UNGUARDED. SURPRISE AND PANIC
GRIPPED THE CITY AND THOUSANDS WERE
SLAUGHTERED WITHOUT MERCY. GOD PUT THIS
STORY IN HIS WORD FOR A REASON. BELSHAZZAR
WAS THE GRANDSON OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR WITH
WHOM GOD HAD DEALT_FAIRLY AND—ELRMLY
REGARDING THE SINS OF BABYLON., HOWEVER,
IT WAS APPARENT THAT BELSHAZZAR_PAID NO
4 LING WITH BABYLON.
THE NATION OR
INDIVIDUAL WHO LGNQRES..GOD MUST FACE THAT
D

EQR.SURE IN THE EUTURE, BELSHAZZAR'S
INTEMPERANCE AND LACK OF RESPECT FOR
SACRED THINGS LED TO HIS DEATH. WHETHER
IT BE A NATION OR AN INDIVIDUAL; THERE IS
A SENSE IN WHICH TH

CALLED, A RICH FOOL. AS A MATTER OF FACT,
A MAN MAY BE A POOR FOOL AND MEET THE SAME
FATE. TO,.IGNORE GOD, HIS TRUTH AND HIS

PLAN FOR HUMAN HISTORY W%ME

FOR INDIVIDUALS OR NATIONS.
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SEVEN YEARS THAT SEEMED LIKE A FEW DAYS
— GENESIS 29120 Iomeksquurd

~\\ (See cripping FROM U.S.A. Topay)

& _PEOPLE ARE INTERESTED IN J

EANIASX i ROMED Al JuL1
ROWNING AND EURN@» TO CHARLES AND-DI«LOVE

STORIES FASCINATE US. [HE LOVE STORIES OF
THE BIBLE ARE AMONG THE BEST KNOWN IN THE
WORLD. ..RUTH _AND BoAZ, MARY. AND JOSEPH
CAPTIVATE THE READER'S INTEREST EVERY TIME
THEY ARE READ. [|ODAY WE WILL COiSiBER-_Tt
LOVE STORY OF ‘JACOB ANDyRACHEL. | N
How MUCH WOULD YOU B | “JO PAY FOR 'OUR
__ulEEJ JACOB WAS WILLING TO WORK. FOURTEEN “
EARS IN TODAY'S WORLD, WITH AN
- A )7, 00U P i
) nowav waULD PUN CLOSE TO"A WALF MQLLxDN
DOLLARS " LET US EXAMINE THE CHAPTER M
GENESIS WHICH TELLS THIS TALE OF ROMANTLC |

Toeots ENCOUNTER., _ 5 W
.;'{' - 'ﬂg “a, o\
i 0T, WHAT LOVE SI:ESf—g RSES 1-12 31,
Dot S/
il VERSE 10 - -ReVIEW JACOB’S DEPARTURE
AT AND PRESENT STATUS, WHEN JACOB SAW RACHEL,

IT WAS LLOVE 2 SIGHT. SHE WAS THE

WOMAN OTHER THA S MO JACOB EVER REALL
LOVED., AS IN THE CASE OF REBEKAH, HER SON
FOUND THE TRUE LOVE OF HIS LIFE AT A MELL.
SOMEONE HAS SAID THAT IN MODERN LANGUAGE,
RACHEL WAS A TEN! FROM THIS DAY FORWARD
ACOB BEGAN TO SING A NEE SONG ENTITLED:
— “GoopBYE REBEKAH, HELLO RACHEL!” THE KIsS

~ OoF VERSE 11 RELATES A _CUSTOM AND NOT A CARESS .
THESE‘IWO WERE “KISSING COUSINS.” JACOBWERT

FAMILY AND ESPECIALLY SAID THIS PARTICULAR
MEMBER WAS BEAUTIFUL BOTH IN FACE AND FORM.

(VERSE 17 - BERKLEY VERSION) JACOB SAW
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IN RACHEL MORE THAN PHYSICAL BEAU%?\ THIS WAS
AND IS AN IMPORTANT PART OF MARRIAGE. IT 18

™ AMAZING THAT MANY PEOPLE SO_CAREEUL IN BUSINESS
ARRANGEMENTS COULD BE JCARELESS. ABOUT LOVE!
YET, HOW COULD A PERSON EXPECT TO FIND
HAPPINESS WITH ANOTHER HUMAN BEING ABOUT WHOM
THEY KNOW SO VERY LITTLE AND HAVE HAD SUCH

IYCAREFULLY,
ACOB WAS IMPRESSED WITH HER THE VERY..FIRS
|TIME THEY MET AND THAT IMPRESSION NEVER

1S INTERESTING THAT RO “°‘f CAME TO ACOB AND
#RACHEL NOT ON A4MQQmL;I STAR FlLLﬁn NIGHT -
- E ORDILM S| Yo A WE ~

THIS SECTION OF_THE, CHAPTER INTRODUCES THE
READER TO THE GEEHEELMAJOR CHARACTER IN THIS
DRAMA - LABAN, REBEKAH'S BROTH;R AND
RACHEL E WAS THE_SCHEMER S SCHEMER
AND GAVE JACOB LESSONS IN CRZ
DECEIT JACOB WOULD NEVER FORGET OR FORSAKE !
AFTER JACOB HAD BEEN IN LABAN'S HOUSE FOR
THIRTY DAYS AND WHILE JACOB WAS INTERESTED IN
A WEDDING, LABAN WAS CONCENTRATING ON WAGES.
JACOB WAS SUFFERING FROM A DILAPIDATED DOWRY -
SLAT . . ALL HE HAD WAS HIS ABILITY
TO WORK. LABAN HAD TWO DAUGHTERS AND SEEMED
TO BE MORE CONCERNED ABOUT LEAH THAN RACHEL.
THE BIBLE DOESN'T SAY THAT LEAH WAS UGLY,
P IT EMPHASIZED THE FACT THAT RACHEL WAS
BEAUTIFUL. LEAH'S TENDER EYES OR WEAK EYES
MEAN THAT SHE WAS DULL IN THE EYES. [HAT IS,




YES. APPARENT-
ACHEL DID

THE

INTERESTING FEATURE OF THIS FACET OF THE STORY
IS THE AGREEMENT OR CONTRACT MADE BETWEEN

* J RNING RACHEL. IT wAS

HE LONGEST_IN BIBLE

- PERHAPS

ORDER TO SECURE THE WOMAN HE TRULY LOVED.
MOREOVER, THE / YEARS DID NOT SEEM LONG OR
BURDENSOME TO JACOB. T[HE PRESENCE OF LOVE
m CHANGED THE GJRGUMSTANCES AND SHORTENED THE
TIME 1 JACOB S MIND. F. B MEYER HAS WELL

FOR EXAMPLE, FOR_LOVE A GIRL WICCGTVE—UP THE
COMFORTS OF HER PARENT 'S HOME, LIVE IN A FAR
AWAY CAND WITH FEW COMFORTS AND YET BE SIMPLY
AND PLEASANTLY HAPPY IN HER OWN HOME EVEN
THOUGH THE FURNISHINGS ARE SPARTAN. SHE IS
WILLING TO SACRIFICE IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH

! HER owm HOME WITH THE MAN SHE LOVES

ICANT

——
'GENUINE LOVE IS WILLING TO SACRIFICE, WORK,
< AND TO OTHERS IN ORDER
%Elﬂ THAT RELATIONé%%SLQAY BLOSSOM. WHERE THIS
“'--_‘ [ ,u é e )
L ¢ f L f 3 J

A >
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[INGREDIENT IS MISSING, RELATIONSHIPS AR
SHORT-LIVED.

) [ (2) 'SPIRITIAL COMPATIBILITY IS IMPORTANT
IN MARRTAGE @;—7 - (o) o ste 2 3¢-3_)

- OF H&aaﬁug AND HITTITES
1ONSTRATED LIFE OF ESAU SIMPLY DID
[y || NOT WORK WELL. NEITHER_DOES THE MIXED
/| MARRIAGE OF A RELIEVER AND A NON=BELIEVER
0 THE BIBLE, SUCH AN
A' FOR MISERY AND

;MARRIAGE AND GET T
"STANDARDS IS IN FOR 3,§unngu_§u%g5 LOURTSHIP
TS THE PERIOD WHEN MAXIMUM INFLUENCE IS EXERT-
{ED. [HE UNGODLY WILL HAVE SPECT FOR A

CHRISTIAN WHO DISREGARDS HISrpRINCIP ES IN
ORDER TO GET MARRIED.

(3) EATE;Y APPROVAL HELPS IN GETTING STARTED
/
SOME“YOUN6’ PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT 1T MAKES=NO
| DIFFERENCE WHETHER FAMILIES ACCEPT ONE'S MATE
| OR NOT. IN SOME INSTANCES THAT MAY BE TRUE
BUT GENERALLY SPEAKING IT IS WELL TO HAVE THE
APPROVAL OF BQTH PARENTS IF THAT IS POSSIBLE.
APPROVAL MAY LEND A FAVORABLE

f
| ALSO, EBlEND?
\ INFLUENCE. HE PARENTS ON BOTH SIDES OF THIS

. MARRIAGE WERE INVOLVED IN THE PROCEDURE.
.?ﬁO BE_SURE, A LOT DEPENDS ON F

OWEVER, THE OVERRIDING PRINCIPLE IN THIS
PASSAGE IS THE WILLINGNESS OF JACOB TO WORK




'HE WRONG PER THE TERMS OF THE /-YEAR
CONTRACT HAD BEEN COMPLETED, WHEN JACOB ASKED
THAT THE MARRIAGE CEREMONY TAKE PLACE, LABAN
MARSHALED PUBLIC SUPPORT AND PRESSURE TO

GIVE WEIGHT TO HIS PLAN TO DECEIVE JACOB.

THE MEDDING FEAST PUT THE PLAN INTO OPERATION.
ECEIVED ON THE NIGHT OF HIS
WEDDING FOR MULTIPLE REASONS, NOT THE LEAST
OF WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN THE HEAVY ‘DRINKING OF
WINE AT THE FESTIVITIES. WHEN JACOB REALIZED
HE HAD BEEN ‘TRIGKED: IT WAS TOO LATE. LABAN

READ JACOB THE_EINE - NTRACT AND
ALSO A FEW _FOOINOTES AND.CLAUSES JACOB HAD
NEVER CONSIDERED, NAMELY, TWO 1CE
OF ONE! OR BETTER srtrm
M UF'TW%* THERE WAS NO WAY LABAN WAS GOING TO
, LET HIS SPINSTER«~DAUGHTER REMAIN UNMARRIED
F_HE COULD, HELP IT_~ AND HE COULD HELP 17!
HE PHRASE "FULFILLE WEEK” IN VERSE 26
IS A REFERENCE TO THT lﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ# OR MARRIAGE
FEAST THAT LASTED A WEEK. 10 FORSAKE LEAH
DURING THAT PERIOD WOULD HAVE BEEN.A_ SOCIAL
DISGRACE AND AN INSULT WHICH THE FAMILY COULD

: HE SECOND UNION WOULD CULMINATE AT
THE CLOSE OF THE MARRIAGE FESTIVITIES WHICH
LASTED / DAYS. S0, ACCORDING To VERSE 30,
JACOB HAD TWO WIVES AT THE_END OF EIGHT DAYS.
THEN HE CONTINUED TO WORK / MORE YEARS TO
FULFILL THE ADDED RESPONSIBILITIES OF HIS

RECORD THIS EVENT INTHE lI‘BLE TO ENCOURAGE
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OR SANCTION POLYGAMY BUT AS A WARNING TO ITS
DANGERS. OFTEN, THE BIBLE RECORDS THE EVENTS
WITHOUT SANCTIONING THE PROCEDURE, POLYGAMY
WAS TOLERATED BUT NOT ADVOCATED. IT WAS
PERMITTED BUT NOT THE_RALTERN FOR MARRIAGE.
ASTA MATTER OF FACT, THERE IS A SENSE IN
WHICH DIVORCE WAS TOLERATED IN THE OLD
_.TESTAMENT BUT IS NEVER SHOWN AS AN ACCEPTABLE
:1 EDUY : 'HOSE WHO

-LWAYS COME HOME TO ROOST, THE .COWS. COME HOME
AT MILKING TIME, THE < BOOMERANGE RETURNS TO THE
HAND OF THE THROWER.
iITH IHE FIRST BORN AND NOW HE GETS
OWN N AND THE DECEIVER IS ALWAYS
sURPRIS n WHEN HE IS THE VICTIM OF HIS OWN
‘ROCEDURES AND PRACTICES. WE ARE USUALLY
: : EmGOFN WE PAY OUT. [HERE IS
LTHAT WE REAP
. THI"‘PPTN”IPEETAE%ng"“
COMMITTED MURDER AND ADULTRY
ENOUGH TO SEE HIS..Qu
RAPED AND HIS OWN_SON MURDERED. CAHAB MURDERED
NABOTH, STOLE HIS VINEYARD BUT WAS—FEM:
MURDERED IN A SIMILAR FASHION. &
THE MALE CHILDREN OF THE HEBREWS THR
THE LAND OF EGYPT ONLY TO SEE HIS OWN CHILDREN
AND THE FIRST-BORN DIE IN A SIMILAR FASHION,
So, THE JACOB WHO TRICKED HIS OWN FATHER
SIMPLY WAITED FOR A PERIOD OF TIME UNTIL HE
HIMSELF WAS TRICKED IN A SIMILAR FASHION.
SOMEONE HAS WELL SAID THAT
« IS LIVING WITHOUT SCHEMING. ACOB COULD
GIVE ADVICE TODAY, HE M
“LIVE BY FAITH IN GOD -(s




IV, HOW LOVE SACRIFICES
~  [HE WORD HATED IN) THE TEXT CARRIES

THAT LEAH WAS. LOVED..AS JACOB'S WIFE.

HE Lovep e ACOB, HAD TWO ES - ONE

HE WANFED - ONE HE DIBN' THESE

ADVERSE CGIRCUMSTANCE € NORE LEAH

BUT MAINTA HI'S” RESPONSY AS A FATHER

AN PROV{D R QRDING

T0 THE NI\ E AH SAIDa.

"SURELY_MY_HUS 0 : o LTI
(= W ENCLEYD WAS BORN SRE SAID ¢ "Iioh

VER

AT L/ USSR QMETATTACHED TO
ME.” - VERS , 4“5]&&** BORN_SF] >
£.1D:  "THL 1wl E |

EAH _LEARNEL

(HER HU mx

PACOB CARED FOR HI MILY ALL OF THEM, AND
“Gop BLESSED HIM - ﬁw HIS FAMILY. LOVE
ACRIFICES THAT IS THE NATURE OF
SACRIFICE FOR THEIR CHILDREN,
FOR THEIR CHILDREN, WE SEND THEM TO
Lagtans COLEEGE TO GET THEM STARTED IN TEVER
Fermw. ONE'S STATION IN LIFE, THERE AR 0
MARRIAGE IN THIS CHAP
LIFE NEED NOT BE INCOMPLETE OR
RY. IT IS POSSIBLE TO LIVE(“

MARRIED TO A EAH - SOMEONE You
0T [T IS POSSIBLE TO FIND
“BVEN WHEN MARRIED TO SOMEQN| DO .
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THE BLESSINGS OF THE BLESSED
- (THE BEATITUDES OF REVELATION)

at; RST:BOOK OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, MATTHEW,
CONTAINS A WELL- KNOWN PORTION IN THE_SERMON
ON THE MOUNT CALLED THE'B&%‘UEB. THIS WORD
IS NOT FOUND IN THE ENGLISH BIBLE BUT THE LATIN
APPEARS IN THE - A CHURCH
. WORD REFERRING TO Bhﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁuﬁﬁé HE WORD
*OCCUWES IN THE FIRST welaa-VERSES
OF MATTHEW.D, SO THE PASSAGE IS KNOWN AS THE
\\gv EATITUDES. ST.BOOK OF THE BIBLE,
\\! , ALSO USES THE NORD BLESSED WITH

REFERENCE TO BELIEVERS. ns-ans.nnﬁasss
E BOOK OF REVELATION
IS THE UNVEJLING POKALUPHIS)

LOMING EVENTS ON EARTH, ELEASE NOTICE THAT

NIT IS THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST. THE
\\q ORDS JoHN THE D WERE ADDED BY
THE TRANSLA : N WAS_NO-MORE DIVINE
THAN_ANY. OTHER-BELIEVER. THIS IS A TERM
USED IN 16%% TO REFER To-fEftgggﬁﬂﬁgu;I"A
DIVINE," S A MATTER OF. E
DEGREES GIVEN IN STANDARD THEOLOGICAL SEMI-
NARIES BEAR THE TERM‘%DENOTING A
PERSON WHO HAS FINISHE SCRIBED COURSE
,STUDYING FOR THE MINISTRY.)
I. THE BLESSED READER - 1:3

Th:s VERSE 1S : A PROMISED BLESSING
FOR READING THE ﬁIBLE. [T SPEAKS OF THE

OF THIS BOOK., .
SCRIPTURE OF A JAILER WHO HAS A K*E¥§LB
CERTAIN PEOPLE., THE CONTENTS OF 00K

- Wy
"L

L S
-r w ~oc/_. i
\ e k ~iies

& ) __H | 4_/;




| SHOULDNBE LISTENED.TO AND LOCKED WP IN OUR
| MINDSy NQTICE_FHAT THEREwelS HANGE IN THE

>  PRONOUN FROMC"HE™ TO CTHEYY' THE HE REFERS
TO THE=PYB) JEADER OF SCRIPTURE. IN ANCIENT
TIMES, BEFORE THE INVENTION OF PRINTING, OFTEN

THE PUBLIC.READER, IN CHURCH WAS_THE Egﬁ%gg.
JHIs coULD BE THE MEANING OF [ Tim. H:il5T

“TiLL 1 coME,
EXHORTATION,
q ' i N

PO TR TIE ™ et Lo 0SS TANS
L] ] S \ 4
YOU CAUSE THAT IT BE READ ALSO IN THE CHURCHES

N | OF THE T AODICEANS.” THE THEY, OF COUR ARE
©\ THE ASSEMBLED IN THE HOUSE OF GoD.
A \ SCRI WAS A SIGNIFICANT PART O

YNAGOGUE , FOR EXAMPLE;

: ! 1)
ROUGHT UP: AND, AS HIS CUSTOM WAS, HE WENT
O THE SYNAGOGUE ON THE SABBATH DAY AND $TOOD

UP_FOR TD,EE%%.... NE OF THE MOST OFTEN
M s OF JEsus WAs ”...DID.XENEVER

READ LN THE SCRIPTURES ... .! REMINDING MEN

OF THE IMPORTANCE OF READING THE WorRD oF GobD
IS OF VITAL SPIRITUAL NECESSITY. COMMENT
REGARDING | 'S PUBLIC READING OF
CRIPTURE...A HIGHPOINT IN THE WORSHIP SERVICE

; AT METROPOLITAN-TABERNACLE.) BY THE WAY, THE
WORD MEANS MORE THAN JUST SOUNDING WORDS,

GATHER..EXACT KN( wg;gvgg TQ

RECO AND TO DISCERN. ERE

TO THE INHABITANTS OF EARTH.
IT WAS A MESSAGE TO THE RSO fthE-GREAT

) _IRIBULATION PERIQD. No PEOPLE IN HISTORY WILL
"SUFFER AS THOSE WHO REMAIN_TRUE TO GOD UNDER
THE REIGN OF ANTICHRIST. TH

_IN MANY CASES WILL BE%

N
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BELIEVERS WILL BE REQUIRED TO MAKE. CHC
IN ORDER TO EAJ THEY WILL HAVE TO_WORSHIP
THE ANTICHRIST OR SUFFER DEATH.

/™  MAN LOOKS UPON DEATH; ASL.THE END.OF EVERYTHING
WORTHWHILE, IT IS™A“FEARFUL "JOURNEY INTO THE
UNSEEN AND UNKNOWN.  |HERE IS A SINGLE PHRASE
WHICH GIVES SPECIAL MEANING TO THIS VERSE
WITH_REFERENCE TO THE DEAD "IN THE LoRD.”
THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF THE LIFE OF THE MAN WHO
1S IN CHRIST. IT ALSO SPEAKS OF THE
BLESSEDNESS THAT FOLLOWS HIM INTO THE LIFE
HEREAFTER., [HE TWO SIGNIFICANT TERMS WHICH
SPEAK E AFTER-LIFE OF THE BELIEVER: _

‘ " SERVING THE LORD 1S HORK -
iE RESPECTS, IT IS AUNEVERSEND |

J;gﬁ LONG AS THE BELIEVER IS ON EARTEF
ST 20-THERE IS A KIND OF “DIVINE R&R
=7 LIFE. HOWEVER, THE UNRIGHTEOUS DO NOT _NOW,

NOR WILL TH A" . THERE IS A
) regT CALLEDE&m

THE STORMS AND <%
HARDSHIPS OF LIFE. WHEN A PERSON DIES_HE \\wg
LEAVES EVERYTHING BEHIND. (PSALM 49:17)
BE NOT THOU AFRAID WHE
WHEN THE GLORY OF HIS HOUSE IS INCRE

GLORY_S 0
HIS IS THE BIBLE WAY OF SAYING THERE ARE NO
YDER-TRULKS OR U-HAUL_TRAILERS IN THE-EUMERAL
PROCESSIQN!) EVEN THE RICH CANNOT TAKE IT
WITH THEM. WHEN THEY DIE THEY CARRY MNQEHLNG
, THEIR 'HOMGRS' DO NOT MARCH IN

| SSION BEHIND THEM TO THE GRAVE. THE
WORLD MAY LAUD A PERSON'S GREAT SUCCESS BUT
]wHEN HE DIES HE IS LIKE EVERYONE ELSE - THERE

Py ,
\Q§g§§§§§;>THE BIBLE ENCOURAGES US TO PUT
IN NTS ON THE . EVERY-
,,JHTNGXEN“WALL STREET Aﬁ%é%§$ﬁ%%%5%ﬁ THE
4 DOLDEN, STRBAY ENDS IN DISASTER. (REv. 21:21)
ey —
\ -

" ) SRAALl ) ey - peAiailen S
!d%{q wtnidls o
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Don'T 115,1 " IT NOW, BUT I@IT AHEAD,

(THE TEXT ALSO SPEAKS OF WORKS THAT FOLLOW

™  AFTER THE BELIEVER., ALMOST EVERY CHRISTIAN
HAS HAD THE EXPERIENCE OF BEING THE BENEFACTOR

OF ANOTHER LABORER'S WORK. (COMPARE _Bus EL
MISSIONARIES AND BURR 0AK - MrR. SANF

[11. THE BLESSED RESISTANCE - Rev., 16:15
et Hevi e o (B
IN THE BIBLE ARE OFTEN SPOKEN AS
How* ' AND_EME WERE
OUTWARDLY DRESSED OR COVER EVEALED AN
INWARD ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD. VERSES SUCH AS
SPEAK OF THE SAME ISSUE. [HE LOSS
OR ABSENCE OF A GARMENT AND ESPECIALLY NAKED-

DURING THE NIGHT
IN THE TEMPLE AREA, THE CAPTALN OF THE TEMPLE
GUARD WOULD MAKE HIS ROUNDS. WHEN HE
APPROACHED THE .GUARDS HE EXPECTED THEM TO
) ARISE AND SALUTE HIM. IF HE FOUND A GUARD
ASLEEP HE COULD DO ONE OF SEVERAL THINGS:

(1) HAVE THE MAN BEATEN

(2) .SEL HIS GARMENTS ON FIRE. THIS WAS
A SYMBOL OF SHAME AND DISGRACE. (54,‘,)

THE GREAT ENEMY OF BELIEVERS DURING THE
| TRIBULATION PERIOD WILL BE . HE
WILL BE A WILD, ER WHOSE
HATRED FOR GOD WILL INVOLVE THE WHOLE WORLD
IN A MASSIVE SELF-WORSHIP PROGRAM. IN THIS
PASSAGE, JOHN WARNS BELIEVERS OF THAT AGE
AND EVERY 'AGE WHO ARE PRONE TO BELCARELESS
BOL : L MATTERS. [HIS I
_ = APPROA END OF THE DISPENSA-
TION. IN MY OPINION, THERE HAS NEVER BEEN
A TIME WHEN MORE PEOPLE HAVE LISTENED TO MORE
’ o L Bty . AN ODAYI
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JOHN SPOKE TO THE SUBJECT AS FOLLOWS:

“AND NOW, LITTLE CHILDREN, ABIDE IN HIM; THAT
#™ _ WHEN HE SHALL APPEAR, WE MAY HAVE CONFIDENCE

AND NOT BE ASHAMED BEFORE HIM AT HIS COMING.”

LT VAL

—

IV. THE BLESSED RE%GN EVELATION 19:9

¥ <04/
THE CALL TO FUTURE BLES§TNG“IN THE PRESENC
OF GOD IS BY INVITA J¥. THERE ARE NO

LAST-MINUTE INVIT : ESER ’"IONS, IT
MUST BE DONE, IN \Ni B SUPPER
LamB's

| LIEE GO TOGETHER.
REGISTER IN ADVANCE OR BE REJEGTED: FROM THE
-ANQUET IN THIS PASSAGE THE EASTERN WEDDING
IS IN VIEW. [T CONSISTED OF THREE ASPECTS,

éﬁﬁi;- BETROTHAL. THE ENGAGEMENT OF A HEBREW

' COUPLE WAS CONSUMNATED BY

™  OFTEN IT WAS MADE BETWEEN FATHERS, somE#@ﬁ
BEEQRE. THE CHILDREN WERE BQRN OR SHORTLY
THEREAFTER. [T wAs;gLiuuQ;¥g THAT THE
CONTRACT WAS WITNESSED AND SIGNED BEFORE
JUDGES .

PRESENTATION., WHEN THE COUPLE REACHED
MARRIAGEABLE AGE, THE YOUNG MAN WOULD APPROACH
HIS FATHER AND ASK THAT THE CONTRACT BE
FULFILLED, [IHE FATHER WOULD SEND A
TO THE HOUSE OF THE BRIDE TO BE.  ,SHE WAS
BROUGHT TQ THE HOUSE OF THE GROOM'S FATHER.
THE BRIDE'S FATHER WOULD ACCOMPANY THE GROUP
AND AT THE HOUSE IT WAS HIS DUTY TO PLACE
THE BRIDE'S HAND INTO THE HAND OF THE GROOM S
FATHER WHO IN TURN PLACED IT IN THE GROOM'S

~ HAND. THIS WAS THE AL ~CEREM

SOME INSTANCES NEVER HAVING BEEN SEEN BEFORE
THE SNATCHING OFF OF THE VEIL WHICH WAS A
FORMAL WAY OF SHOWING AUTHORITY OVER HER.
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-_fp;;Lum;. OR EXAMPL FALE €
HILIPPIANS 3: ll PAUL” SPOKE .QF THE
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(3) MARRIAGE SUPPER. THIS WAS THE FESTIVE
PART OF THE WEDDING. HERE THE BRIDE WAS

w TO THE F OF T AT
» UHE IDEGROOM HAD HELD THE PLACE

OF ATTENTION AND INTEREST, THEY CAME TO HONOR
HIM, OMEONE HAS SL..,_ H_ i !DLNG

THAT EﬁTﬁ"“Ho WILL IN TURN SPEND A 1000 YEAR
HEAVENLY HONEYMOON ON EARTH AS MEN ADMIRE

HIM AND ARE INTRODUCED TO THE BRIDE,
THROUGHOUT HUMAN HISTORY, MEN HAVE LONGED

FOR A GOLDEN AGE - A EUTOPIA ON EARTH. EVERY
ATTEMPT OF MAN-TO-THIS END- HAS FAILED. THE
OLD TESTAMENT ABOUNDS WITH MULTIPLE REFERENCES
TO A LITERAL KINGDOM ON EARTH WITH MESSIAH
RULING WITH A RoD OF IRON FOR 1000 YEARS.

IT 1S _NOTEWORTHY THAT THE TERM 1000 YEARS IS
USED b_TIMES IN THE 20TH CHAPIER OF REVELATION,

V. THE BLESSED RESURRECTION - ReveLATiOoN 20:6

THE USAGE OF THE TERM “FIRST” RESURRECTION
IMPLIES A SECOND, IHE FIRSE RESURRECTION DEALS
WITH SAVEDUPEOREE. [HE PARTICIPANTS IN THE

FIRST RESURRECTION INCLUDEWS

AMONG THE DEAD” RESURRECTIO !:41::-':1=uv-
SAddEs - DANIEL 12:2 ON S i
2 REVELATION 20: 3-5. ARE MENTIONED
"IN REV. 20:5 AS “THE REST OF THE DEAD” AND
THEY ARE SEEN IN REV. 20:11-15 AND ARE
CATEGORIZED THROUGHOUT SCRIPTURE AS THE WICKED
DEAD. (JoHN 5:28-29) SOME PEOPLE CHARACTER-
1ZE BELIEVERS AS “HOBNuROBMERS”. THE BIBLE

TALKS ABOUT THEIR FUTURE AS BEING
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VI. THE BLESSED RESIDENCE - REVELATION 22:7,14

=\
THE WOR»NQQB5ICARRIES A GREAT DEAL OF NOS-
TALGIA. UNDER FAVORABLE CIRCUMSTANCES IT IS
A PLACE OF GREAT HARRINESS AND Bi=ESSIMNG ON
EARTH. THE BIBLE TELLS OF ABRAHAM WHO, BY
FAITH, HAD FIXED HIS EYE ON A CITY WHOSE
ARCHITECT AND BUILDER WAS Gop. (Hes. 11:9-10)
I HEARD DrR. ALVA McCLAIN USE AN

ILLUSTRATION ABOUT HOME. GOING BACK TO
FARMHOUSE AND FAMILIAR SURROUNDINGS, SOMETHING
MISSING = H THER AND FATHER WERE NOT

THERE , (ﬂ _985§hHAT EXPERIENCE BECAME A
REALITY. ATE STORY OF MAN WHO RECEIVED
HIS SIGHT - FIRST TO SEE, NOT WIFE, CHILDREN,
MOTHER BUT THE ONE WHO GAVE HIM HIS SIGHT.)
WHEN MY LIFE’S WORK IS ENDED AND | CROSS
THE SWELLING TIDE1 WHEN THE BRIGHT AND

I

GLORIOUS MORNING | SHALL SEE; | SHALL KNOW
MY REDEEMER WHEN [ REACH THE OTHER SIDE,

AND HIS SMILE WILL BE THE FIRST TO WELCOME
ME. THROUGH THE GATES OF THE CITY IN A ROBE
OF SPOTLESS WHITE, HE WILL LEAD ME WHERE NO
TEARS WILL EVER FALL; IN THE GLAD-SQNG OF
AGES | SHALL MINGLE WITH DELIGHT I Lone

0’

TO SEE MY SAVIOUR FIRST OF ALL.” -~ ——




RoBERT' K. SPRADLING JANUARY 3, 1988

"MEN AS TREES" Walh, .,

=\ /
P MARK 8:22- ZJQ\_) ﬁ
Oelovd
THIS IS THE IN SCRIPTURE,T

JESUS DID IN STAG "gd'T TOVED FROM
%MFO i OR_CLEAR SIg®., [N OTHER WORDS, IT
#,———"f 3TA HEALING OR CURE. ALSQ, HE USED
‘ TO ACCOMPLISH THE HEALING, (SOME .,
PAL BRETHREN GET THEIR “SECOND TOUCH
THEOLOGY FROM THIS PASSAGE.) SOME COMMENTATORS

JUST AS THER

EVE. SO THERE_
TINGS LHAT ARE ¢
A ( LLUSTRAT H THE
Our LORD USED MEANS

= {6, THAT IS IMPORTANT AND NOT THE
ET US EXAMINE SEVERAL PASSAGES THAT DEAL WITH
THE SUBJECT OF MEN AND TREES: GEAESE;

[. THE SINNING MAN AMONG THE TREES - s
GENESIS 3:8 - "Asmong”

MEf REPLACED THE
ONCE KNO FELLOWSHIP WITH
3T WAS CONCERNING G ?',

AND DBED IT, ESIS 2t
) : S HMORALLIESL THEN AND WAS WHETHER OR
- 0D 10 DTRECT HIS LIFE,

FERENCE,J0_THE _WORD.
="31l3 'DISTORT 1 ON
ADA

=101, UR
; E RACE OF MEN. (RomAns 5:12
WAS CREATED WI IATU
“QENCY TO DO RIGHT. HOWEVER
Bot UWerd. ~

'\:-__1. [A/ﬂli
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[1. THE SINCERE MAN UNDER A TREE - Jomn 1:48

IN THIS PASSAGE, WE L
) ABOUT NATHANIE

IN THE HILLS
SBREL AND THE GREAT 3 IN [SRAEL'S
Y TOOK PLACE IN _ED NATHANIE
) IF [SRAEL' u:sSMVIﬁb D “COME _FROM

LIA N D

LHIS RES ARD HE REPRESEN

CENTERS OF LEARNING AND WORSHIP.
COMPLEX OR A

NOT_THAT OF A CLOSED-MINDED
TWEVER, (SEN ¥> 1S NOT ENOUGH.,
A PERSON MAY BE SINCERE
THE FACT THAT HE WAS SITTING
OR THE SYMBOLIC-PLACE-OF<S

MANY CRITICS AND SKEPTICS WILL

NOThTAKE”TIME TO EX "HE THEY
PARRQF TIRED CLICH ELIEF AN ARE

NJA‘\-/_A ...,ﬁrx '/ 7

‘\ s M%M*ﬂcm /
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MESSIAH TO ORIGINATE.
' LESSON,_

L VIS

DESPITE HIS HONEST DOUBTS HE SHOWED

AN, OPENNESS_AND SI THAT REVEALED.HIGH
MﬂRﬁ:F%ﬁﬂﬁiETER. WAS A PLACE
WHERE MEN WENT TO MEDITATE AND PRAY. AT
LEAST, NATHANIEL WAS MAKING AN EFFORT TO FIND
OUT WHAT THE BIBLE HAD TO SAY ABOUT MESSIAH.
NATHANIEL s QUESTIONING NATURE REVEALS /THERE
A AS| QUESTIONS' ABOUT

£ ASKTN
! DO TO BE SAVED. may [ GET
.~  T0 HEAVEN AND ESCAPE HELL? ®oW)M RAISE
MY CHILDREN IN A CHRISTIAN HOME? May |
LP QTHERS IN A WORLD GONE MAD OVER SIN?
GOD _HAVE MEAN%NG AND PURPOSE FOR MY LIFE?
MAY [ KNow H IHESE ARE THE PHILO-
PHICAL QUESTIONS MEN OUGHT TO BE ASKING.
THERE IS INDICATION THAT NATHANIEL WAS
SEEKING SOME_ANSWERS IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT
ey FOLLOW THE DIRECTION OF TRUTH.

SINCERE IN ORDER TO BE S ONE

MAY BE,SINCERELY WRONG.
I11. THE SEEKING MAN UP A TREE - Luke 19%10

N /ACCHAEUS WAS A, THIS PERSONAL SINNER-
SHIP IS INDICATE VERAL WAYS.

N FACT,

i
(A) HE wAS A SINNER BQMPLICAT}GQ - "JERICHO"
THERE ARE SOME CITIES WHICH SPEAK MORE OF SIN

\ 4




RoBERT K. SPRADLING NovemBer 29, 1992-
L\ (R — ;9\
Foud s “".i_‘%i’“.-z ji}fr/ 2.{)
OF MEN_AND TREESO‘ .
‘_ MarlC. T: &Y - ~UE EX
VISITORS TO ARE STRUCK BY THE ABSENCE
OoF TREES., WHEN THE_TURKSE OCCUPIED THE LAND
——  MANY YEARS AGO, THEY CHOPPED DOWN MANY OF THE
TREES TO.FUEL THE TRAINS. FOR THE PAST G O
iti? YEARS, PLANTING TREES IN ISRAEL HAS BEEN A
' MAJOR CONSERVATION PROGRAM, SOME ‘260DIFFERENT
— / KINDS OF TREES ARE MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE.
., IN EDEN, THE TEXT SAYS_ZAND OUT OF THF GROUND
7 _MADE _THE | ORD GOD TO GROW
- Pl FASANT TO THE SIGHT, sanlHE.

IREE OF LIEE, ALSO IN THE MIDST OF THE GARDEN, ,

F =
(GEN. 2:9) THEs WO IRE

Q@@MAN S_MORAL CONDITION .U HE TREE OF THE KNOW-
LEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL A SYMBOL OF MAN'S

THE TREE OF LIFE,_%_&EMEQL_QE
e (EXPLAIN ETF s

TAN S5 TXED MORAL |
EXAMINE CERTAIN MEN AN CERTAIN TREES IN ORDER

TO LEARN CERTAIN SPIRITUAL LESSONS.
I. THE SINNING MAN AMONG THE TREES - Gen. 3:8

WHEN ADAM AND EVE SINNED AGAINST GOD THEY
TRIED TOYRUNSERGM AND WIBELEROM GoD. Man's
FIRST GREAT MORAL DECISION WAS IN THE AREA OF
AND OBEDIENGE. ADAM HAD TO DECIDE IF
HE WOULD BELIEVE WHAT GOoD SAID AND OBEY GOD.
[F MAN WAS TO DEVELOP AS Gon INTENDED, THE

@ BE CONSIDERED.
CONCERNING THE4MWOR
BELIEVE GODA HIS

D

DECEIVER. AM AND V%ﬁgéé§$¥ﬁ%§é%ﬁ%%§% AND
™ CONSEQUENTLY INVOLVED ACE
IN SIN AS A UNIVERSAL EXPERIENCE. (ROM. 5212,
Rom 3 [SATIAH 53:6) BECAUSE oF ADAM'S
IS0 DIENCE, ALL"MEN WERE BORN WITH A SINFUL

ATUREAAND THE CAPACITY TO SIN. THERE ARE NO
U—.\:W._c._a E'_vavll-ﬂ-l-a,/

- _—
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_EESSIGN; SIN
NGE, FOR_THE HUMA

[
[] 2 .

CALLED THE DO

ALso, THELMAN

P TO GOD, AnuM SOUGHT TO MAKE HI

WITH HIS OWN HANDS. | S
H HEART AND HE TRIED TORH "FROM GOB - 5:8.
IN THIS CHAPTER IN THE BIBLE, ONE OF FHE

MOST IMPORTANT AND BASIC BIBLE TRUTHS I
ILLUSTRATED, NAMELY, J

GOD HE ATTEMPTS TO "”'T.

EAR IN HIS

FUTILE BEFO
W8 OF HIS OWN DESIGN/ -

IN THIS EAR*‘ LUSTRATION THERE
PICTURE OF ATONEMENT, NAMELY..THE
,LH;;“i 1L

<) H MOR

WITH\A WILI=CARABIE OF 'HOICE,_EQQ_EERM;;IED
MAN TO, BEQ )

E

ol ®
' L}

N

IN

ERNED ABOUT GOR<SeGLORY

S

GLRONMENISMORE. COMEORTABLE AND TO HIS
. RCCORDING 10 SUle HAN MADE \ OOV e



GENEROUS,

ALL MEN HAVE ALSIN NATURE. A ‘
CONDITIONS ARE CAPAB! ,:“'1 HE W
MEN DO NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO

"EM. _IHE CURE IS DIVINE IN NATU
ADAM AND EVE SINNED AGAINST GOD IT MADE THEM
ANIM BEFORE HIM.  INSTEAD OF
SEEKING LOWSHIP WITH GOD AND A SYSTAINED
EBJEND§ﬂiE WITH HIM, THEY RAN AN THEN
\\C THEY ATTEMPTED T METH

Cfsﬁ,f

INCE THAT
TIME, MEN HAVE BEEN ATTEMPTING TO DO THE
SAME THING, ; THIS CONDITION OF
MAN IS CALLED TOT. \WIT

HAS ARISEN IN THE PAST FEW DECADES WITH EOPLE
ISHYING AWAY FROM THE WORD SIN AND SINNER.
GREAT REDEFINING PROCESS HAS TAKEN PLACE TO
THE EXTENT THAT IT IS DIFFICULT TO FIND A
SINNER ANYWHERE TODAY. SIN HAS BEEN REDEFINED

EVEN _I_BUT THE_CH

IT. THE SINCERE MAN UMDEBﬁTHE TREE - Jonn 1:48

__EﬁﬁEQEéEk IS THE CLASSIC EXAMPLE OF THE
CURE FOR HIS DOUBT WAS NOTY
Bum HE WAS IMPRESSED WITH THE
FACT THAT JESUS COULD READ HIS INNERMOST
THOUGHTS.N WHEN NATHANIEL HEARD THAT JESUS
WAS FROM NAZARETH, HE WAS A BIT SKEPTICAL
SE NAZARETH WAS A VERY-UNDISTINGUISHED
PLACE - SOMEWHERE ONE WOULD NOT EXPECT ANYTHING

SPECTACULAR TO_HAPPEN. THIS TOWN WAS IN A
4R PART OF PALESTINE, IT WAS NOT IN THE

o OF JEWISH LIFE AND HISTORY,
ERTAINLY NOT THE PLACE WHERE ONE WOULD EXPECT

, TR pee!
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OTHERS ARE | _

Y ISN'T EVE SUT IT~MA _
OUR SPIRITUAL INTERESTS .

" ETERNALLY GRATEFUL FOR PARENTS WHO MOVED TO

; ANTRY AT A CRUCIAL TIME IN MY LIFE,

(2) He was A_sINNER BY[NOGATEONFOR

VERSE Z

S

/ACCHAEUS" ! OULD HAV A HINDRANCE

TO HIS CONVEION. WHERCROME) TOOK OVER
PALESTINE, THE GOVERNMEN VIED CERTALN
TAXES ON THE_ COUNTRY. [HE POSITION OF TAX
i CTOF ,EuBL+£AN WAS SOLD TO THE
)M DER HESE COLLECTORS HAD A CERTAIN
TAX JURISDICTION FROM WHICH AN ASSESSED
(2)AMOUNT WAS REQUIRED., ANYTHING ELSE ABOVE THAT
o AMOUNT THAT_COULD BE WAS PROFIT
(i FOR THEM., THE FACT TH AEUS WAS THE
OVER HIS TAX DIVISION
| f’eﬁs INDICATES T HE WAS VERY SUCCES
JOB._”H COULD WELL HAVE BEEu VER

» THEN_IT COULD BE

A HINDRAyCE, J"YOUR SALVATION. PoiInT: Is

A PERSON'S MORE IMPQBTANT THAN HIS ETERNAL
SouL? - ‘\VL,; ey

(3) HE WAS A SINNER Bm - VERSE 7
URRENT L ITERATURE SUGGEST "THE WORD

IS OUT, THAT IS, WELL-BRED, -WELL-
/RE ELL-ADJUSTED PEOPLE SIMPLY DON'T USE
@ /THAT TERM._ IT IS A.NOsNO - A.TABOO. WHO

[ SAYS..507 DECLARING IT AN UNDESIRABLE TERM
| WILL NOT CHANGE MAN'S CONDITION, [HE_OVER-
\RIDING TRUTH OF THIS PASSAGE IS THAT ZACCHAEUS

\ well R

T
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PNWILLING TO HONESTLY EXAMINE THE SCRIPTURE.
COMMENT REGARDING AND.NAQ‘L&ﬂthEE@Y

¢
®: o Stant
a4 05,

WRCH IS NO LONGER
\WER IS NO LONGER

[11. THE SEEKING MAN OP A TREE - Loke 19:4
" Siwmee ... Songd Ar~d Sauval " (/9: )

.~  LACCHAEUS HAD NOLLVED UP TO HIS NAME, FOR
¢ THE WORD MEANS . AND IN_THIS PASSAGE HE

IS BOTH A ) . ",  THE PASSAGE
SUGGESTS WAS NER ON SEVERAL

COUNTS
s - "JERICHO"” @ By 1iAS KNOWN
T 17 bl ¥ THERE MADE
\ % N A E

T IT GASEER.ZO RICHO WAS NOTED FOR

fverigre _AND PERFUME. [T HAD BEEN CALLED

Do dle =RF SUMMER .  IN s
PHYSTCAL PES>A TOWN OF GREAT
W1CKE FILLED WITH THEEMES AND R

THE 2 MILE SECTION OF ROAD BETWEEN JERUSALEM
AND ERICHO WAS CALLED THE “DARK _AND BLoODY
™ _Way. CAVES AND S ALONG THE ROAD
ggg%nfn A _E_PLACE_FOR. THIEVES TO HIDE,
: , T AR A
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WAS CURIOUS TO SEE wuo JESUS
THE O UNITNG TO BE “SAVED, i

IN H\LS IQUI RY [ =ik
S, THT& IS AN IMPORTANT

T0 GET SAVED o
ALSO, NOTICE THAT
Y6QHAEUS. HE KNSR

E WAS,

1 (VER. 5)
_ /ACCHAEUS GOT AVED HE WAS TRULY A
CHANGED MAN AND THAT IS REFLECTED IN
HIS ATTITUDE BOTH ToﬁhRggﬁiﬁua AND_HIS FELLOW=
MAN, >

VgRSE 6-8)

IV. THE SAVED MAN LIKE A TREE - PsaLm 1:3

How 1S A SAVED MAN LIKE A TREE? HE IS ROOTED
IN THE WorD oF GoD. HE IS FRUITFUL IN THE
WORK OF GoD. HE IS PROSPEROUS IN THE WAY
OF Gop. HE IS STEADFAST. Iu_THE TH{QE

OF GOD,”:?M:t & ‘i“fm

e !
V. THE SAVIOUR ON THE TREE - I Perer 2:24

THE WORD TREE IN OUR TEXT IN HEBREW IS
SOMETIMES TRANSLATED =GAlsls@is—HREE TIMES IN
THE BOOK OF A (REE

I~

REGARDING TH NOTICE THE
WORDS HE AND. ' STAMENT
'EM ILLUSTRATES THE PRINCIPLE

 SACRIFICIA
OF § UFIONG THAT 15, THE INNOCENT BEARING
(1) THE SINS OF THE GUILTY/ FOR EXAMPLE, T#D ~
| MERP PASSING ALONG THE STREET AT NIGHT HEAR
THE GROANING IN THE GUTTER, STRIKING A MATCH

THEY SE LYING IN THE STREET WITH

THEIR FACES ALL GNASHED AND BLEEDING. [N A

DRUNKEN BRAWL THEY HAVE ALMOST KILLED EACH
<t S )

M~
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IV. THE SAVED MAN LIKE A TREE - PSALﬁ\l:B
@ _THIS PSALM PAINTS A WORD PICTURE OF THE

—MAUORCIIASSES OF MEN 1 IETY - THE BLESSED,
THE UNGODLY . lhEtEEIEﬂ:ﬁgﬁ

g “‘PLANT TO ’r. PLANT A

D IT BEGINS TO The DIFFER-

ENC WEEN A TREE AND A POST IS A MATTER
% NE IS ALIVE, THE OTHER IS DEAD.

LIV S ARE LIKE LIVING TREES,

THE PROBLEM 1 AT IN MANY CHURCHES SOME WHO

PROFESS TO BE TREES ARE REALLY POSTS. [HEY

NEED PROPPING UP, PAINTING, AND THEY ARE IN

A CONSTANT CONDITION OF DETERIORATION.)

@ V. THE SAVIOUR ON THE TREE - I PeTer 2:24

IN THE BOOK_OF Acrs THE_CROSS IS
- (Aqu 5-30 lQ 39 WACTS




