RoBERT K. SPRADLING JANUARY 10, 1988
EVENING

“THE ﬁw&: :: THE (BacaTs

THE GOSPEL AND THE GALATIANS
GALATIANS 1:1-24

THE EPISTLES OF PAUL PRESENT DIFFERENT! BENEFITS
'THE BELIEVER HAS IN CHRIST. FOR EXAMPLE,
STATES WE ARE JUSTIFIED IN CHRIST.

;Eﬁﬂéﬁfgﬂa - LTED IN CHRIST, ~RHLLIPPIANS -
JOoY IN CHRIST, Etﬁfgasgaus - COMPLETE IN

(I:HRIST. hHESSALONIANS - HOPE IN CHRIST,

, OUR ‘LIREREY. IN CHRIST., (5:1)
GALATIANS IS THE EPISTLE OF LIBERTY, THAT
1S, THE BELIEVER 1S.EREE_EROM THE LAW. [HIS

DOES NOT MEAN THAT HE IS LAWLESS BUT THE LAW
AS LAW HAS NO HOLD OVER HIM. ALL OF THE
FREEDOM AND LIBERTY OF THE BELIEVER COMES |
~  TO HIM THROUGH GRACE. @ THE GOSPEL 1S GoD's
‘ G0OD NEWS To MEN. JMARTIN |UTHER FOUND IN
GALATIANS THE SECRET OF HIS OWN DELIVERANCE,
HE CALLED IT " "GALATIANS WAS
IHTICH LUTHER BROUGHT DOWN WITH
_FORCE UPON THE HELMET

I, THE PERSON WHO IS THE THEME OF THE GO%PEL-
VERSES 3-4 7

6o MINISTRY IS "PREACHING. Him" (:ég
™ m (11,Cor, 4:5) R%E BIBLE TEACHESS
. . TH;N@ ELSE ABOUT THE LIFE OF OUR
LORD IS _SURORDINATE TO HISAES&B AND
RESURRECTION« ALL THROUGH THE| DIBLE THE
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THEME OF CHRIST AND HIS DEATH I Al .
G S A MESSAGE ABOUT .
oM M _THOSE WHO HAVE A G NE

ONVERSION EXPER ARE PREOCCUPIED WITH

IS PREOCCUPIED WITH A
SYSTEM - MAKING IT FUNCTION AND BEING \1@;\\b
Iz;ﬂLVED IN IT WHILE SALVATION IS INVOLVED

A”lﬂﬁ HIM KNOWN AN NOWING HiM BETTER.
PE- 5 MAN IN HOLE) T[HE GOSPEL IS
RESCL ﬂ*J'. FROM SIN. (THE
STORY IS TOLD OF AN ARMENTAN KING AND HIS
FAMILY WHO WERE TAKEN CAPTIVE BY THE _
ABMY. THE_KING AND HIS FAMILY WERE SENTENCED
7O DIE. "“TAKE ME AND DO WHAT YOU WILL, ONLY
SPARE MY WIFE AND CHILDREN,” WAS THE KING'S
APPEAL. |HE APPEAL SO MOVED THE RoMAN
GENERAL THAT HE SET THE ENTIRE FAMILY FREE.
As THEY LEFT THEIR CAPTORS THE KING SAID TO
HIS WIFE: "WHAT DID _YOU THINK OF. THE ROMAN
"1 PAID NO ATTENTION TO HIM AT
ALL,” SAID HIS WIFE. “MY EYES WERE ON THE
ONE WHO WAS WILLING TO DIE FOR ME, 1 _saw

NO ONE ELSE., @
I1. THE PERVERSION OF THE GOSPEL - 6+9

”s. J1L118315u§ TELL THAT ONE OF THE WEAKNESS OF
hp. ~EN THE GAULS WAS THEIR_/ ' _
vl LTO CHANG IR _MINDS EASIL

F WH CH WAS THE WORD 0 o-{
SYMPATHY FROM PAUL, THE GALATIANS RECEIVED

di,.a, STRONG REBUKE. _THEY WER ING WITH THE
< WRONG THINGS. THE TERM% MEANS
zé&FiTO TRANSFER FROM ONE THING OTHER OR
8P LITERAL ACES, IN CLASSICAL
LITERATURE IT WAS USEI 'F A TURNCOAT OR
~DEEECTOR. PAUL FOUND IT HARD TO BELIEVE
THAT THESE PEOPLE COULD TURN SO QUICKLY
AWAY FPOM THE GOSPEL TO SOMETHING ELSE.
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THESE PEOPLE HAD ACCEPTED. ANOTHER
WHICH WAS REALLY NOT_THE GOSPEL, THAT IS

P WAS NOT GOOD NEWS! THIS IS A _PLACE WHERE
THERE 1S MO ROOM FOR . IF MEN ARE
MISLED ABOUT THE GOSPEL THE CONSEQUENCES

, ARE ETERNAL IN THEIR DIMENSION AND RAMIFICA-

@ TioN, Dr. HARrRY IRONSIDE TELLS THE STORY

ABOUT_&%%E_‘{__AND HER BABY WHO GOT ON THE
TRAIN. ASKED THE _CONDUCTOR TO LET HER
KNOW WHEN HER STATION CAME, SHE WAS ASSURED
THAT HE WOULD NOT FORGET AND DO HIS JOB.
SITTING OPPOSITE THE WOMAN wAsﬁ%ﬁg%% WHO

HAD LITTLE FAITH IN-RAILROADS ILROAD
PERSONNEL. HE NOTICED THAT THE LADY WAS
NERVOUS AND ILL AT EASE AND HE TALKED AT
LENGTH ABOUT CONDUCTORS IN THE PAST WHO HAD
BEEN FORGETFUL AND NEGLIGENT OF THEIR JOB
BUT ASSURED THE LADY THAT HE KNEW OF HER
STOP AND WOULD TELL HER WHEN IT WAS TIME

TO GET OFF, [HIS HE DID SUGGESTING THAT
THE NEXT STOP WAS HERS, HELPED HER WITH

HER LUGGAGE AND SHE GOT OFF THE TRAIN,

His PARTING COMMENT WAS, L'l TOL

A FEW MINUTES AFTER THE LADY HAD GOTTEN OFF
THE CONDUCTOR PASSED THROUGH_THE TRAIN
INQUIRING OF HER PRESENCE, THE SUPPOSED
HELPFUL PASSENGER TOLD THE CONDUCTOR THAT
HE REALIZED THAT HE HAD FORGOTTEN HER AND
THAT HE HAD HELPED HER OFF THE TRAIN. HE
LEARNED TO HIS AMAZEMENT THAT THE TRAIN HAD
MADE AN EMERGENCY STOP AT A REMOTE STATION.
| THIS WOMAN HAD BEEN THE VICTIM OF A _SINCERE
ORT BUT THE MAN WAS SINCERELYIMRONC
SEVERAL YEARS AGO AN ARTICLE AP
our DalLy Beean., | CANNOT SPEAK FOR ITS

DRUG PRESCRIPTIONS ARE WRITTEN IN L
1S THAT_LATIN IS A MORE EXACT LAN
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ENGLISH AND BEING A DEAD LANGUAGE
LHANGE. MANY OF THE DRUGS PRESCRIBED HAVE

N NO ENGLISH NAME AT ALL. AS IN THE CASE OF
PRESCRIPTIONS, THE ONE FILLING THE PRESCRIPTION
IS NOT CALLED UPON TO QESLEHE% OR-GUESS OR
ELGURF _OQUT OR MAKE SUBSTITUTES, HE IS CALLED
UPON TO DO WHAT THE PRESCRIPTION ASKS FOR,)

—— IIT. THE PLEASURE OF GOD IN THE PREACHING
sm— OF THE GOSPEL - Verses 10-12

D. [HE BIBLE SPEAKS OF
[ THE LEAST OF WHICH

"GE OF THE GOSPEL.

GoDp 1S PLEASED WHEN CHRIST

—'-JI M A'L‘.A-L.. f""""""‘f’
- IV, THE PERSE EITION THAQ AROSE ﬁGER THEJrﬂw.;
PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL - VErses 13-147
PAUL, BEFORE HIS CONVERSION, WAS'FURI?@%
OVER THE CHRISTIAN GOSPEL. YoOU SEE, THEIR
MESSAGE WAS RIGHT HE, A.DEVOUT JEW, WAS
LTOTALL THIS FACT MADE HIM FURIOUS
AND THi TURNED INTO RELIGﬁggﬁnﬁamALL;;§M
AND HATRED TOWARD CHRISTIANS. HE SOUGHT TO
IMINATE CHRISTIANITY FROM THE FACE OF THE
EARTH. (W._ A, CRISWEL| TELLS THE STORY OF
PERSECUTTON IN THE EARLY HISTORY OF OUR

COUNTRY. ON T
~RREACHERS=WERE ARRAIQMED IN THE COURTHOUSE

AT F VIRGINIA, THAT SAME DAY
THEY WERE BROUGHT BE THE KING.S..COURT.

THE KING_S.ALLORNEY WAS READY TO PRQSECUTE
M THESE PREACHERS FOR_PREACHING THE GOSPEL.,
THE CHARGE READ: "FOR PREACHING THE GOSPEL

IN_THAT CASE PROVIDED AND CONSEQUENTLY
*J DISTURBERS OF THE PEAGE. HILE ALL THIS
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WAS GOING ON, A YOUNG PATRIOT NAMED PATREEK
» HENRY. HAD MADE HIS WAY TO FREDERICKSBURG
~ TO-DEFEND-THESE-MEN, HISTORY RECORDS HIS
PASSIONED DEFENSE AND THE POINT HE MADE TO
THE JUDGE AND THE ATTORNEYS WAS SO POWERFUL
THAT HE SHAMED. THEM AND THE MEN WERE SENT
FREE, OUT OF THEIR PERSECUTION THE g%ilﬁ&s
: UTION SHOWED A DEEP CONCERN

~QF_THE CONSTITUTION
_;EQR_EREQQQM_QE_EgééggP. (STORY OF THE LITTLE
Cgbj WHITE CHURCH - KOREA) (Lovine Gop - CoLSON)
V. THE POWER OF GOﬁ§VTHE PREACHING OF THE
GOSPEL - VERSE 23

HE SPORTS WORLD WAS STUNNED THIS PAST WEEK
WITH THE DEATH OF PETE MAROVICH. THEY WERE
4. SED WITH HISMJUT SOME WERE

- D WITH HIS_QQNlﬁRﬁlQﬁ,
o WAS A MISSTONARY TO. BURMA.
' E HAD BEEN RAISED IN A PARSONAGE AND WENT

() AWAY TO COLLEGE WHERE ONE_OF HIS CLOSEST
FRIENDS WAS ANVATHELS®H. THIS ATHEIST
CONVINCED JUDSON THAT HE SHOULDN'T BE SO
PROVINCIAL BUT RATHER MORE OPEN= AND
SHOULD GO WEST AND SEE—THE-ORLD. ONE NIGHT
JUDSON FOUND HIMSELF IN A_CROWDED INN. [T
WAS NOISY AND THE PERSON NEXT DOOR WAS AWFULLY
STCK+~AND SOUNDED AS IF HE WERE DYING. HE
TRIED TO SLEEP BUT IT WAS DIFFICULT AND HE
HEARD THE WALKING_OF PEOPLE NEXT DOOR AND THEIR
MUFFLED VOICES. IHE PERSON IN-THE NEXT.ROOM
DIED THAT -NIGHT. |HE PROPRIETOR OF THE INN
TOLD HIM THE SHAME OF THE DEATH OF THIS
YOUNG UNIVERSITY.uGRADRUATIE WHO WHEN JUDSON
HEARD HIS NAME WAS SEIMMAMED TO DISCOVER
THAT IT WAS HIS FRIEND WHO HAD DIED.
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' NIGHT FOR HE RETURNED HOME, TGO SEMINARY,
TO THE MISSION FIELD AND TO T

AS A GENERAL_'“ OR -IMAGE us
RS. AFTER AL&¢~@N- FDRMER GOVERNOR

AME AN ALCOHOLIC AND WOUND UP DRIVING A

CAR IN CHICAGO REFORE HIS DEATH. ANOTHER

| WAS INDLCLED AND SENT TO PRISON.

@Aﬁ OEEJGIALS HAVE MADE THE NEWSPAPER REPEATEDLY,
INCLUDING THIS WEEK OVER GRAFT AND GREED AND

essgng’SIN AND YOU NAME IT. WHAT PEOPLE DO NOT KNOW
ABOUT_OMR=SEAFE ARE THE OTHER PEQPLE WHO HAVE

LIVED HERE AND WORKED HERE LIKE ReAs=diZueuw,
VEAL,PAPPY BYUS, TO MENTHON-—A~REW.




RoBERT K. SPRADLING January 10, 1993

“THE GOSPEL LOUD AND CLEAR”
) GaLATIANS 1:1-12

Book BAckGRoOunD:. KEY VERSE - 5:1. -
WIBERTY. _KEY PROBIEM - LEGALISM, HE BOOKS OF
GALATIANS AND ROMANS ARE SIMILAR.

ﬁgﬁgﬁg ig Eé% 3ii Eiigiiﬁ}ﬂ IWO KEY WORDS IN

ORDER TO UNDERSTAND THE BOOK:

¥

(1) ‘ﬂunAlZEBS_“JEWISH PROFESSING CHRISTIANS WHO

BELIEVED OF THE
WERE “ oN NEw TESTAMENT
BELIEVERS. (AND IT DID - MADE THEM INTO

LEGAL SLAVES.) UDATZERS SAID THAT PAUL WAS
NOT—~A-FRUE-AROSTLE AND THAT HE HAD TAMPERED

#™ WITH THE TRUFH OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IN ORDER TO
MAKE IT MORE APPEALING TO GENTILES.

(2).?'.r;~‘-‘~ ) LEGALISM HAS_TO DO WITH_THE QLD
A AY_OF. [, [T SEES
)0S. AND DON'TS. THE
-ELESH LOVES RELIGIOUS RITUAL, HIGH HOLY DAYS,
RELIGIOUS RULES AND RITES. IN GALATIA AND LIFE
SOME_LEGALISTIC BELIEVERS BELIEVE I

AND PART_WORKS. DO NOT DENY THAT
ONE IS SAVED BY THAT THE LAW IS

CRUCIAL IN.&IAXlNﬁ_Sﬁﬁfg. SWINDOLL DEFINES
LEGALISM AS FoLLowS: ({"CONFORMING TO A CODE OR
SYSTEM OF DEEDS AND OBSERVANCES IN THE ENERGIES
OF THE FLESH, HOPING TO GAIN THE BLESSING AND
FAVOR OF GOD BY SUCH ACTS. LEGALISM INVARIABLY
.~  DENIES THE PRINCIPLE OF GRACE AND EXALTS THE

PRIDE OF MAN. [HE ENTIRE BOOK OF GALATIANS WAS
WRITTEN AS A ngNA CARTA AGAINST SUCH ATTITUDES

AND PRACTICES OF
GALATIANS WIL S THE
NOoRTH AND SoUTH GALATIAN THEORY. [0 BE SURE,

]
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THIS BOOK IS NOT PORLAR AMONG THE _CulIS. ONE
COMMENTATOR SUGGESTED THAT GALATIANS WAS ONE
Py _Q_LMARTIN | UTHER'S FAVORITE _BOOKS AND IN ONE
SENSE OF THE WORD HE USED THIS BOOK AS_A BATTLE
AXE BROUGHT DOWN wITH;u1¢Juﬁ.AND_1§Ra+Eu;
_EORCE_UPON THE HELMENTS OF HIS FOES! |HE THEME
OF THE FIRST CHAPTER IS THE [psPeL. (Gop's——

GOOD_NEWS, ABOUT HIs THAT MEN TREAT AS BAD
NEWS_AROUT THEIR SINS!'

I. PAUL WAS A GOSPEL PREACHER AND A GENUINE
APOSTLE - VERses 1-2

PAUL WAS UNDER ATTACK FROM HIS CRITICS,
THIS IS NOT UNUSUAL. TANYONE WHO SEEKS TO START
AND §g§15;u% LOCAL CHURGHES WILL BE UNDER —
CONSTANT ATTACK - SATAN WILL SEE TO THAT. HE
HATES THE CHURCH! BY THE WAY, IF YOU WANT A

START A.CHURCH! IF IT WEREN'T SUCH A

HARD JOB MORE PEOPLE WOULD DO IT. BUT IN ALL
CANDOR, MANY | WPAUL'S CRITICS QUESTIONED
HIS AUTHORITY. HE WAS NOT ONE OF THE TWELVE
ORIGINAL APOSTLES. No SCHOOL OR RELIGIOQUS
ORGANIZATION HAD SANCTIONED HIS MINISTRY SO THEY
QUESTIONED HIS AUTHORITY. (U.LoR. 15:5-
THE POINT PAUL MAKES HERE AND ELSEWHERE IS THAT
HIS_%%%ﬁILFE%éﬁ WAS NOT CONFERRED UPON HIM BY
MEN RA BY Gop HIMSELF oN THE DAmAscus
RoAD WHERE PauL MET JE CHRIST FACE TO FACE.
THE SUPREME RELIGIOUS IS NOT HAVE Y?U.iiﬁiﬂ

m BUT HAVE ¥ .
AUL'S APOSTLESHIP AND MINISTRY WAS NOT BY
BUT BY

I His
! S NAME WAS
~ ON PAauL's € = THAT WAS ENOUGH!
(SuCH AN ATTITUDE WOULD BE FOOLHARDY FOR ANYONE
OTHER THAN SOMEONE WHO INDEED POSSESSED THE
AUTHORITY OF (OD HIMSELF!%? ,
A “*N“'(M Love nd— a.&:oa—\él-./nla ]

\
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IT. THE GOSPEL MESSAGE RESCUES MEN FROM THIS
PRESENT EVIL AGE - VErses 3-5
[T 1S INTERESTING TO OBSERVE THE CAUSES TO

WHICH MEN " S.” SUCH GIVING IS
OFTEN WITH SU e REASONS . CHRIST GAVE

=DEMPTION.

e a—

. ! » \LF) SOME
| Y IT SHOULD BE THE.EQ@%L
OF THE CHURCH'S MINISTRY. SIMPLY STATED,
ISSION ISw-OREE UE ~ THE CHURCH

DESCRIBED Asﬂggék. MORLD SYSTEM IS NOT
INTERESTED 1 GIVENESS BUT FOSTERING SINS!
THIS WORLD SYSTEM OR AGE HAS AS ITS PHILOSOPHY
AND PROGRAM ONE WITHOUT GoD, IT IS NOT

ANTERESTED INwNOR DOES 1T .ACCERT DIVINE
DIRECTION! ONE QUESTIONS THE VALIDITY OF
THIS PHRASE CONCERNING EVIL LET ME SUGGEST THAT

YOU TAKE THE m OF THE WORLD
TODAY@COM ORLD EliElYawYEARS
A

AGO . OU THINK THE WORLD IS GETTING BETTER
MORALLY AND SPIRITUALLY THEN [ CHALLENGE YOU NOT
TO LOCK YOUR CAR DOOR, HOUSE, OR EVEN OUR CHURCH
- AND LET HUMANITY PROVE THE THEOLOGICAL
TRUTHFULNESS OF THIS STATEMENT! THE CHURCH IS
ON A RESCUE MISSION. ((REMEmMBER D, L. MooDY's
(:) STATEMENT THAT THE WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE IS
LIKE A GIGANTIC OCEAN_LINER THAT HAS JUST HAD A
TERRIBLE HOLE_IN ITS SIDE. OUR JOB IS TORESGYE
THE_RASSENGERS. OF COURSE WE'RE INTERESTED IN
#» |REPAIRING THE HQL; BUT THE PASSENGERS ARE OUR
{RARAMOUNT CONCERN!  MEN NEED TO BE .RESCUED FROM
THEIR SINS. AND THE GOSPEL IS GOD.S MEANS OF
GETTING THAT GOOD NEWS TO THEM REMEMBER THE

STORY OF THE_MAN WHO WAS HE EDGE
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OF A CLIFF AT NIGHT WHEN HE FELL OVER WITHOUT
WARNING ONLY TO LAND ON SEVERAL FEET

) / IN THE CREST OF THE HILL. EEXT DAY _PEOPLE HEARD
HIS SHOUTING AND SEVERAL RESPONDED{)ONE PERSON
LOWERED_EQQD, , BLANKETS, ELASH LIGHT AND

CLOTHES TO HI SECOND BROUGHT_A_TENT AND
HE THIRD BROUGHT A_RADIO PLUS

ND_BOOKS—T0—READ-—TQ MAKE-THE

—tLIME_PASS QUICKER, HOWEVER, T OF THE
STORY IS THAT THE MAN WAS STI LEDGE
THOUGH COMFORTABLE, DRY, FED AND ENTERTAINED
BUT_NOT RESCUED!) — T

I TIT. THE GOSPEL HAS DEFECTORS - Verses 6-7

THERE ARE SOME THINGS IN CHURCH LIFE THAT
SURPRISE ME. FOR EXAMPLE, | AM SURPRISED THAT
PEOPLE LEAVE A CHURCH FOR NO SOLID DOCTRINAL
~ REASON WHERE SOMEONE IN THE CHURCH LED THEM TO
CHRIST. ..GRATITUDE EOR _GRACE IN THLS SITUATION
. IS DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND. INCA UNDERSTAND
F .~ ~HAOW PEOPLE WOULD LEAVE A CHURCH SIMPLY BECAUSE
w~e/ 1T DID NOT FIT THEIR PERSONAL PREFERENCE OR
_ﬁjggs LIFESTYLE - CHURCHES ARE LIKE PEOPLE AND HAVE
! NALLTIES: WHAT WAS UTTERLY
, TO PAUL WAS THAT THESE
ADEEITY TO THEIR’
AWAY FROM TH
GoSPEL CLAIMED TO BE
A GOSPEL BUT WASN'T! HISTORIANS SAY THAT ONE
WEAKNESS OF THE GAULS WAS THEIR TENDENCY TO

AND TR

ING 'YOURSELVES™ ARD=SUGGESTS THéT THEY WERE N
THE.ERDQES?.OF DOING THIS WHEN PAUL WROTE THIS

EPISTLE. IN CLASSICAL LITERATURE THIS WORD WAS
USED TO DESCRIBE A DEFECTOR TURNCOAT IN MILI-
TARY SERVICE. IT WAS UTTERLY ASTONISHING TO

e . . .
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PAUL THAT THESE PEOPLE COULD SO READILY ACCEPT
AND JUST AS READILY._ACCEPT SOMETHING ELSE TO
REPLACE IT! [T IS NOT EASY TO UNDERSTAND THAT
PEOPLE WOULD E%%%%l THE RANKS OF THE CHRISTIAN
GOSPEL AND EM ERROR WITH ENTHUSIASM, MANY
\YEARS AGO | SAT IN A GREEK—EXEGESIS CLASS

IN WHICH THE PRQEESSQOR POINTED OUT

‘\\_'THAT THE WORD ANOTHER IN VERSE 6 AND THE WORD

ANOTHER IN VERSE DIFFERENT WORDS.
SAT _SPELLBOUND AT THE BR
AN DIDN HAVE WHAT WAS

SEEMS TO BE THAT PAUL
SAYS

THE GOSPEL HAS TO DO WITH THE DEATH,
BURIAL AND RESURRECTION OF CHRIST AND ANu;gIhER

WL vV P

R IECHNICALLY, THE FIRST
MEANS ANOTHER OF A_DIFFERENT KIND. [IHE
ECOND MEANS ANOTHER OF THE .SAME_KIND OR QUALITY.
AUL WAS SAYING THAT THERE IS NO OTHER GOSPEL
AND THOSE WHO WERE TROUBLING THE GALATIANS WERE
TEACHING THEM A .BDLEEERENT.KIND OR OSPEL ,
THE EFFECT OF THAT FALSE TEACHING WAS TO D B
AND UNSETTLE. THE GALATIANS WITH REFERENCE TO
THEIR FAITH. ONE OF THE_MXSI%RLES OF CHURCH
LIFE IS HOW SLOWLY MEN GRASP BIBLE TRUTH AND

HOW QUICKLY THEY RUN AFTER ERROR! ERROR SEEMS
TO HAVE A FATAL _FASCINATION.TO SOME PEOPLE AND
SEEMS TO BE JUST TOO DIFFICULT TO GRASP.
THE WORD PICTURE IN OUR TEXT IS THAT OF A

AND CAUSE IN ORDER TO SERVE ANOTHER
OUNTRY AND CAUSE - | THINK THEY CALL THAT
EASON!)
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IV, THERE ARE PENALTIES FOR PREACHING A
FALSE GOSPEL - V. 8-9

Vi

IN THESE VERSES PAuL _sucGESTS “A TRIPLE-A
PROGRAM OF APOSTAS HE SUGGESTS -
IMSELF,M, WHO PREAC SE
GOSPEL MUST BE PREPARED TO FACE THE CONSE-
QUENCES. THIS VERSE CONTAINS SOME VERY
STRONG LANGUAGE, |HE PERSON WHO TAMPERS
WITH THE GOSPEL CAN PLACE HIMSELF UNDER THE
ANATHEMA OF GoD. THE WORD ACCURSED IS USED
ONE OTHER PLACE IN THE NEw TESTAMENT -
[ Cor, 16:27. LET ME SUGGEST A HYPOTHETICAL
YET UNREALISTIC SITUATION, WITH ALL
OF THE SPLENDOR AND GLORY SURROUNDING THESE
HEAVENLY BEINGS ENTERS A LOCAL CHURCH, SPEAKS
OF HIS CREDENTIALS AND MANIFESTS HIS AUTHORITY
AND POWER FOR ALL TO SEE. HE couLD SAY THAT
- HE WAS PRESENT IN THE DAY OF CREATION AND HAS

EN IN THE VERY PRESENCE OF GOD HIMSELF,
L OR SAY ONE OF THE APQSTLES
SURRECTED SHOULD SAY THAT GRACE IS NOT THE

METHOD WHEREBY GOD IS SAVING PEOPLE WOULD BE
AN ERROR AND UNDER SEVEREST PENALTY POSSIBLE
FROM GoD. IF WE ARE EVER ACCURATE AT ANY
PLACE IN THE BIBLE - IT MUST BE HERE,

R. IRONSIDE TOLD THE STORY OF A AND HER
BABY-WHO GOT ON A TRAIN YEARS AGO. OHE ASKED
THE CONDUCFOR TO LET HER KNOW WHEN THE TRAIN
ARRIVED AT A CERTAIN STATION. HE ASSURED HER
THAT HE WOULD NOT FORGET. SITTING OPPOSLTE
THIS WOMAN WAS A MAN WHO RODE THAT TRAIN OFTEN
AND SPOKE DISRARINGLY—OQE-ITS SERVICE., HE
COULD SEE THAT THE WOMAN WAS NERVOQUS BUT
ASSURED HER THAT EVEN IF THE CONDUCTOR WAS

Y FORGETFUL - AS MANY OF THEM WERE - HE-WQULD
TELL THE WOMAN WHEN HER SIQP_ARRIVED. AFTER
SEVERAL HOURS, THE MAN TOLD HER THE NEXT STOP
WAS HERS. HE OFFERED TO HELP WITH HER LUGGAGE

N i
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AND AS THE TRAIN STOPPED, SHE LOOKED FOR THE
CONDUCTOR BUT COULD NOT FIND HIM. HER FELLOW
PASSENGER ASSURED-HER THAT SHE HAD NOTHING TO
FEAR FOR HE KNEW THE RQUIE_WELL AND IN ALL
PROBABILITY THE WELL-MEANING CONDUCTOR _HAD
FORGOTIEM.HER, SHE GOT_QEE IN THE NIGHT WITH
HER BABY AND SUITGASES. [HE TRAIN PULLED OUT,
SEVERAL MINUTES LATER THE CONDUCTQR CAME BY

TO INQUIRE ABOUT THE LADY, [HE FELLOW
PASSENGER MENTIONED THAT HE KNEW THE CONDUCTOR
HAD BEEN .BUSY AND PROBABLY FQRGOITIEN HER SO HE
ASSISTED HER IN GETTING OFF THE TRAIN.
_CONDUCTOR _WAS UTTERLY. ASTONISHED, DID THE
PASSENGER NOT KNOW THAT THAT PARTICULAR STOP
WAS AN EMERGENCY STOP. AT A REMOTE, UNMANNED
STATION? THE WOMAN HAD BEEN THE VICTIM OF

A SINCERE EFFORT BY A SINCERE PERSON WHO WAS
SINCERELY WRONG.)

V. THE GOSPEL IS OF DIVINE ORIGIN AND CAME
7O _PAUL BY DIRECT REVELATION - V. 11-12
THE GOSPEL IS NOT A HUMAN INVENTION BUT

RATHER DIVINE REVELATION. [T IS NOT A HAND
ME DOWN, SECOND HAN&A‘MESSAGE - IT IS SOMETHING

DIRECTLY FROM GOD. ET US SUPPQSE_JHAT DURING
A SERVICE AN_USHER, NASTENED TO THE PLATFORM
AND HANDED ME WHAT HE WHISPERED WAS A VERY

PBEEASE

OWEVER, IN READING

THE MESSAGE, CERTAIN LIBEE S ARE TAKEN WITH

THE MESSAGE. SUPPOSE THE MESSENGER SAID THERE
A RUMOR, THOU

TS NO TIME TO PANIC AND IT IS PROBABLY NOT
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S_SUGGESTED SO MAYBE IF YOU THINK
IT WORTHWHILE YOU OUGHT TO GIVE IT _SOME
LONSIDERATION. [THAT' ? NOT THE WAY TO CONSIDER
AN URGENT MESSAGE. 7 o9 s NOT.MAN_S_SLQNAIUBE

THEY _HAVE THE 950p33 B TY-_T0 _MAKE _SURF

§ TOLD THE STORY OF A

MANJﬂELMLSLBHL ORDER TO BR
\..SL . " WHICH SHE NEEDED RATEL
2 RENT. HE KNOGCKED AT THE DOOR SEVERAL TIMES
BUT MO-—RESPONSF., FINALLY, DISAPPOINTED, HE
POCKETED THE MONEY AND .LER¥. HE MET THE POOR
T LADY SEVERAL DAYS LATER AND SPOKE OF HIS
Ve 5 g eSS VI1SIT, SHE REPLIED WITH TEARS THAT
SHE HAD HEARD-HIM-KNOCKING BUT THOUGHT IT WAS
THE «“ANBIEGRD-WHO HAD COME TO COLLECT THE
. MONTHLY RENT AND-ELE-N!I-!!EM.IHEﬁI@!f-
- SPURGEON'S OBSERVATION SAYS THAT THE LORD
JEsus CHRIST AND THE GOSPEL MESSAGE IS
SIMILAR TOQ THAT. HE STANDS AT THE.DQOR OF
EVERY MAN’S HEART AND KNOCKS. HE KNOCKS
GENTLY AND RERSISFENILY BUT IT IS _NOT THE
—KNOCK—OF ALHEARTLESSLLANDLORD, IT IS_THE

GEL%LL,.KALMOFA HEAVENLY.VISIIOR. THE GOSPEL
1S GOD'S GOOD-NEWS, NOT NEWS OF DEBT THAT WE

CANNOT PAY OR RENT WE DO NOT HAVE BUT IT IS
THE MESSAGE OF A FREE GIFT WE DO NOT _DESERVE
BUT GOD IS WILLING TO GIVE FREELY. (COMMENT
ON_BISHOP SHEEN STORY.)
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MAKE A PERSON THINK TWICE BEFORE
THINKING ABOUT JESUS CHRIST. HOWEVER,
THE REAL QUESTION IS, IS A PERSON'S
JOB MORE IMPORTANT THAN HIS ETERNAL
SOUL? [HAT IS THE TRUE ISSUE. |HE
FACT THAT EE?ELE WERE STANDING IN TH
WAY TO KEEP /ACCHAEUS FROM SEEING JESUS
POINTS TO A SIMPLE FACT OF LIFE - ANYTIME
SOMEONE WANTS TO GET SAVED THERE WILL
BE SOMETHING OR SOMEBODY STANDING IN
HIS WAY TO KEEP HIM FROM IT. | FEEL SURE THER
PEOPLE IN OUR CHUCH WHO ARE NOT SAVED
BECAUSE THEY ARE AERAID OF WHAT FAMILY,
FRIENDS, NELGHBORS, EELLOW EMPLOYEES

D WILL SAY. SOMEONE HAS WELL
SAID THAT THE PROBLEM OF THE AVERAGE
MAN IS THAT HE IS MORE CONCERNED WITH
WHAT HIS NEIGHBOR THINKS ABOUT THAN
WITH WHAT GOD THINKS ABOUT HIM! IF
/ACCHAEUS HAD BEEN FOLLOWING THE LINE
OF LEAST RESISTANCE HE WOULD HAVE NEVER
SEEN JESUS. ONLY HIS STRONG DETERMINATION
TO OVERCOME THE PRESS OF THE CROWD GOT
HIM SAVED. IF SOMEONE WERE TO ASK WHY
YOU ARE NOT SAVED TODAY IT WOULD PROBABLY

BOIl. DOWN TO ONE OF TWO REASONS;
OF WHAT OTHERS MAY SAY (2) @RI1DE)
U

HUMB ONESELF TO RECEIVE CHRTST.

HERE IS HOPE FOR THE
0 W SEEK TO GO WHERE HE CAN

SEE JESUS PASSING BY. G(OD IS NOT LIMITED

TO WHERE HE SAVES MEN. HOWEVER, 1IT

IS PROBABLY EASIER TO GET SAVED IN CHURCH

THAN IN A BAR. [T 1S EASIER TO GET

SAVED IN A HOSPITAL THAN IN A THEATRE.

THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE SAVED IS NOW MORE

THAN THEN. NOTICE THAT JESUS KNEW WHO

LACCHAEUS WAS, WHERE HE WAS, WHAT HE

NEEDED AND WHEN HE NEEDED IT. PLEASE

KEEP IN MIND THAT THIS WAS THE LAST

TIME JESUS PASSED THAT WAY AND IN FACT

IT WAS /ACCHAEUS' LAST OPPORTUNITY TO

SEE JESUS, e

b
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THE LAST INVITATION AND OPPORTUNITY

WILL COME TO EVERY MAN SOMEDAY. FOR
SOME, (GOD FORBID, THIS COULD BE THE

LAST INVITATION, QuesTioNn: IF Jesus
STOPPED AT YOUR AND ASKED OR_INQUIRED
ABOUT GOING HOME WITH YOUR TODAY WOULD
;0§U§ESPOND IN THE AFFIRMATIVE? (REV.




RoBERT K. SPRADLING MarcH 15, 1987

THE MAN CHRIST JESUS
[ TIMOTHY 2:5 (v eumo

)
v,

AT CHRISTMASTIME WE EMPHASIZE THE _DIETY OF
CHrRIST (JoHN 1:14) Our LORD WAS ALSO HUMAN,
THE GOD-MAN, THE ONLY PERFECT PERSON TO LIVE
ON THIS PLANET. CHRIST WAS_DIVINE, BUT HE
WAS ALSO_HUMAN. APPARENTLY THERE WAS NOTHING
SO UNUSUAL ABOUT CHRIST'S PHYSICAL PRESENCE,
SUCH AS A_HALO, THAT IT WAS EASY FOR SOME
TO MISTAKE HIM AS A GARBNER OR AS THE MEN
WHO WALKED ALONG THE EMMAUS ROAD REGARDED
HIM AS JUST ANOTHER TRAVELER. LIKE EVERY
OTHER MAN, JESUS WAS HUNGRY, WEARY, WEPT,
TEMPTED, SLEPT AND DIED. ONE TITLE HE USED
OFTEN TO DESCRIBE HIMSELF was "]

“ IN OTHER WORDS, HE WAS

& RESENTATIVE OF ALL HUMANITY. I[N HIs
INCARNATE STATE, JESUS DID NOT LoSE His

DIETY OR DIVINE ATTRIBUTES, HE SIMPLY
LIMITED HIS USE OF THEM. HE CHOSE TO SUBMIT
TO THE ORDINARY PROCESS OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT.
RECONCILING THE HUMAN AND DIVINE ASPECTS OF
CHR1ST'S PERSON HAS BEEN THE "“STUFF” OF
THEOLOGIANS FOR MANY CENTURIES. WHILE
CONSIDERING OUR LORD'S HUMANITY, TODAY WE
WILL TAKE ONE STEP FURTHER AND CONSIDER

His MANLINESS.

TODAY, WE WILL ATTEMPT TO PU

VERBAL PICTURE OR PORTRAIT TO DESCRIBE

THE MAN CHRIST JESUS,

I. HE WAS A COURAGEOUS MAN - Luke 9:51
(CoMPARE VERSE 31)

JESUS KNEW WHAT AWAITED HIM AT JERUSALEM
BUT His MIND WAS SET. WITH STEADFAST
RESOLVE HE MOVED TOWARD JERUSALEM AND
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NOTHING MOVED HIM FROM THAT COURSE OF
ACTION, HE WAS COMMITTED TO THE FATHER'S
WILL. HIS OWN PERSONAL SAFETY WAS NOT A
FACTOR. AT JERUSALEM HE WOULD BE BETRAYED,
MOCKED, SCOURGED, TRIED AND CRUCIFIE HE
KNEW THIS WAS COMING. CMAIIHEﬂ_jﬁ‘zg)

THE COURAGE OF CHRIST DURING THE PASSION WEEK
IS REFLECTED IN:

(1) HE ANSWERED NOT HIS ACCUSERS

(2) HE CURSED NOT HIS KILLERS

(3) He FORGOT NOT HIS FRIENDS AND FAMILY

(4) He BEGGED NOT TO BE SPARED
R —— R

THERE ARE AT LEAST TWO KINDS OF COURAGE:

(1) THE COURAGE OF REACTION. [HAT IS,
THE ABILITY TO MEET A SUDDEN CRISIS OR
EMERGENCY .

(2) THE COURAGE OF RESOLVE. [IHE CAPACITY
TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT KNOWING FULL WELL THE
CONSEQUENCES AND THE IMPACT ON ONE’'S OWN
WELL BEING.,

JESUS TURNED TOWARD JERUSALEM AS A BOAT
CAPTAIN OR PILOT WOULD HEAD HIS VESSEL INTO
THE WIND AND TOWARD THE STORM. HE FACED
VERSITY, HE DID NOT RUN AWAY.
FOLLOWED HIS LORD'S EXAMPLE IN COURAGE
WHEN HE WAS SUMMONED TO APPEAR BEFORE THE
S, SOME COMMENTATORS HAVE

SUGGESTED THAT LUTHER WAS AN Y FEARLES

MAN. WHEN HE SET,OUT FOR HIS!j%EkﬁEV-TU--i
WORMS, HE SAID: 0

VERYTHING_SAVE FEAR_OR RECANTATION., SHALL

Dl ﬂagwﬂwﬁui ;?}fai “'fjf oy -
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. LUTHER'S FRIENDS
WARNED HIM OF THE DANGERS TO HIS LIFE AND
SOUGHT TO CHANGE HIS MIND BUT TO NO AVAIL.
LUTHER SUGGESTED THAT NOT TO GO TO WORMS

WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM, HE SAID:

MANY DEVILS AS ; As
“TUTHER STOOD BEFORE THE EMPEROR AND WAS

CALLED TO RECANI AND_REIRACT ALL HE HAD
SAID AND WRITTEN, HIS REPLY WAS:

IS A _PRISONER TO GOD S WORD, IS”FINAL
‘fDECLARATION TO THAT COUNCIL WAS:
_STAND, | CAN DO NO OTHER, GOD HEIP ME.'

""II. HE WAS A CANDID MAN - Luke 9:57-62

JESUS NEVER FAILED TO SAY WHAT WAS NEEDED

EVEN IF THE CONSEQUENCES WERE PAINFUL. HE

DID NOT BEAT AROUND THE BUSH TO AVOID PROBLEMS
f QR PROBLEM PEOPLE. FOR EXAMPLE, IN_JOHN
JESUS TOLD HIS HEARERS THAT

1 EOD W ER! HOWEVER, THAT
'] WASN'T THE HARD PART, HE TOLD THEM THAT THE

_DEVIL WAS! ON TOP OF THIS, HE DECLARED HIS
OWN_SINLESSNESS! ( HE SAID AS ONE
COMMENTATOR THAT THESE PEOPLE Tg THEM

"LYING WAS THEIR NATIVE TONGU THE POINT
WAS THAT TH [ E-RTGHTEOUS HYPOCRITES
CLAIMED TO BE BOTH THE SONS OF RBRAHAM AND
FHE—SONS—OE-GOD+ JESUS TOLD THEM OTHERWISE.
THEangggggggg=g;g§, HE ToLD THEM THE TRUTH.
'Qur TORD DID THE SAME THING IN'MATTHEW 23.
THERE 1S ANOTHER AREA WHERE CHRIST'S CANDOR
WAS EVIDENT, IN THE CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP.
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WHENNJESUS ENLISTED HIS HE TOLD
THEM THAT THEY SHOULD COUNT THE COST UP FRONT.
™ ,0UR LORD, SOUGHT NOT A BAND OF BLINDED BIGOTS
BUT INIELLIGENT VOLUNTEERS WHO UNDERSTOOD
THE COST AND THE GOALS TO WHICH THEY HAD
BEEN CALLED.. THE LORD SPOKE OF.SAERlElﬁE
AND A CROSS FOR_THEIR INVOLVEMENT WITH HIM.
COMPARE TO THOSE OF OUR TIME,
SOME RELIGIOUS TEACHERS PROMISE ANYTHING
TO GET SOMETHING. OurR LORD PROMISED NO
BENEFIT PACKAGE OR FRINGES FOR SERVING HIM,
H1S DECLARATION WAS SIMPLY “FoLLoW ME,
WILL LEAD YOU, THAT'S ALL YOU NEED.'

ITT. HE WAS A COMPASSIONATE MAN - MATT. 9:36

THE SAME WORD. IN THIS TEXT IS USED IN THE
STORY OF THE PRODIGAL SON TO DESCRIBE THE
P FATHER'S EMOTTON WHEN HE SAW HIS WAYWARD
SON COMING UP THE ROAD HEADED FOR HOME,
(Luke 15:20) "“BuT WHEN HE WAS YET A GREAT
WAY OFF, HIS FATHER SAW HIM AND HAD COM-

PASSION AND BA? AND FELI ON HIS NFCK AND
—KISSED HIM. T IS THE SAME WORD USED TO

DESCRIBE THE CONCERN AND CARE OF THE _GOOD
__SAMARITAN TOWARD THE POOR MAN WHO HAD BEEN
“BEATEN_AND_LEFT BESIDE THE ROAD FOR DEAD.
(Luke 10:53) "

HE _JOURNEYED, CAME WHERE HE WAS Aﬂ_D_ﬁ.H.E_N_H.E
~SAW HIM HE HAD COMPASSION ON HIM. IS WAS
THE KIND OF COMPASSION THAT.DID_SOMETHING

TO HELP OTHERS. OuUR LORD’'S COMPASSION
OR PITY FOR HUMANKIND WAS REVEALED AT THE
HE ATTENDED. HE BROKE UP EVERY

il

ONET
(1) JarR1us’ DAUGHTER - MARK 5:34-43

(2) THE wipow’'s AT NAIN - Luke 7:13-15
(3)__Lazarus -Joun 11:44

U
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IV, HE WAS A CONTROLLED MAN - Luke 23:35

THERE WAS NEVER THE SLIGHTEST INDICATION

THAT OUR LORa_LﬂSﬁ_QQNIRQL oF Hims His
LOMPOSURE., WHEN HE STOOD BEFORE ¢f

IT WAS PILATE WHO SEEMED.EQ-BE ON™
JESUS. AT THE CROSS, GOLDIER® SENSED THEIR
OWN GUILT, NoT His. JESUS WAS EVER IN
CONTROL OF HIS M@UITH AND mQ!EMﬁNIQ. IN THE
MIDST OF CROWDS AND CONFUSION HE WAS=CALM.
HE wAS BUSY FROM DAWN TO DARK BUT THERE WAS
NEVER A SENSE 0E.BU§1N§§%,ABOUT HIM.. HE DID
His WORK, TRUSTING, TRODDING, TELLING AND
TRIUMPHING OVER EVIL. |0 BE SURE, THE
SECRET OF HIS CONTROLLED LIFE HAS TO DO WITH
IN OUR TIME

» WE SEE
TH REGULARIT WHAT THE CONSTANT PRESSURE

OF PUBLIC S DOES EMEN IO IHE BEST
MOST CRUMBLE UNDER TAE IFTENSITY

EF THE PRESSURE. THIS WAS NOT TRUE OF OUR
ORD.,

V. HE WAS A COURTEOUS MAN - Jonn 8:11

(WE MIGHT ADD TO THE WORD COURTEOUS ALSO
KIND, CHARMING, GENTLE, TACTFUL, AND
DIPLOMATIC.) THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES

IN THIS CHAPTER WERE RELIGIOUS PEOPLE BUT
THEIR ATTITUDE TOWARD THE WOMAN TAKEN IN THE
ACT OF ADULTRY WAS TO STONE HER. JESUS'
ATTITUDE WAS ENTIRELY THE OPPOSITE. HIS
ATTITUDE OR DESIRE WAS TO SAVE HER.

ARE FEW PLACES WHERE OUR_EVANGEL ICAL_ MANNERS

=%%%gﬁ%#éégt HE EMBARRASS; OFFEND, AND
Py

OPLE FROM THE MES OF THE GOSPEL
BY OUR METHODS IN THE GOSPEL. (RELATE THE
EVENT REGARDING HYMAN APPLEMAN IN MICHIGAN.)
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m SAYS WE DO NOT STAND OVER SINNERS
BUT BESIDE THEM, ONE HELL-DESERVING SINNER
VY TO ANOTHER. ONE PERSON WHO HAS FOUND THE
BREAD OF LIFE TELLING ANOTHER STARYVING_PERSON
WHERE HE MAY FIND IT. ALSO, L ISTENE
| AD TO SAY,—-SO_SHOUI'D WE"
'COMPRE JOHN 4) RECALL BOOK ON ANSWERS

WHERE A PERSON ASKED A FRIEND IF D_BE
PONG, HIS RESPONSE SURE | COULD.
WOMAN

ARRY.JOE_OTTESON NEARLY K% :

DOWN GOING THROUGH A DOOR. SUDGEN.
V|NLERSEE - WAITRESS, RESTAURANT-ER]
. JEVERYWHERE. BLESS YOU AND TIPS. (EXAMPLED

] ERIAN PASTOR - SUGAR CREEK.,
QExa »  STORY OF TWO SALESMEN WAITING
ul 0 SAME LADY. ONE SAID, MADAM, YOUR
\Qégk FOOT IS TOO BIG FOR THE SHOE.” THE OTHER
rSAID: "MADAM, THE SHOE IS TOO SMALL FOR YOUR
. FOOT.” BOTH SALESMEN ADDRESSED THE SAME

SITUATION BU OM A TOTALLY DIFFERENT
PERSPECTIVE. OUR LORD WERE ON EARTH TODAY,.I
A

HE wouLD BE A MAN QE._UNCOMMON COMMON COURTESY!
RELATE TO ELEMAIORS, DOQRS, NAMES, ELDERLY,
CHILDREN, -RQOR, TABLE_MANN 'S,~IHAN&JH*F;
LETIERS, PHOME~CALLS f(ALL)WOULD BE IN HIS
SOCIAL GRACES MAKEuUp! ==

VI. HE WAS A CHASTE MAN - HeBrews 4:15

Too OFTEN, A PERSON OF APPARENTLY GOOD MORALS
AND CHARACTER RISES TO A PLACE OF PROMINENCE
ONLY TO BE EMBARRASSED BY A CHAPTER IN THEIR
HISTORY OF SOME SORT OF CORRUPTION. {(COMPARE
==t THE LIVES OF GREAT RELIGIOUS LEADERS
CANNOT STAND CAREFUL SCRUTINY., [HEY ARE
™ ALL_MQRAth_Egeugn - ALL oF THEM! IN THE
LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST, THERE WERE NO SCANDALS,
SKELETONS IN THE CLOSET, NO STEALING, NO
SELFISHNESS - NONE. OUR LORD LED BY EXAMPLE

‘%%/
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e ) &2 Y.
/ Mool e~of %
hod 1 .c"-" —
APPROACH TO PRAYER. /IT IS LIKE RYING
ouT TO' GOD‘FROM THE BELLY OF THE GRERT FISH!

Py (JoNAH" 3:3,5,8) Twg IDEAS WERE IN DAVID'S
MIND IN THESE VERSES. HE WANTED A JMugﬁgﬁ:)
FROM GOD _AND HE DEALT WITH |
BE ING,ABANDONED, THE WORD E)L I TERALLY
aximvg%ggnjg ' NORMALLY SPEARING, PARENTS
ARE OUR STRONGEST TIES ON EARTH. WE ARE
BOUND TO THEM BY CORDS VERY DIFFICULT TO SEVER.

HOWEVER, THERE ARE EVEN STRONG§§=$;§§§££=£QQQ§
R IND—THoPmeskEVER TO GOD. THROUGH THE

_ RS HEBREY As BEEN A FAVORITE VERSE
TTAC SITORTIONS . RELATE STATEMENT OF
ARE YQU-GQING TQKEEP ME?

HOLE., GOD WILL NEVER RUN

= FF H
~owN, ON E SUNDAY MORNING, 1908, DRr.
ILF ENFELL, WHO WAS A DOCTOR IN
BR LLED UPON TO VISIT A MAN WHO

LA
\5%1 AS DYING OF INFECTION SOME TWENTY MILES
. awaY, DrR. GRENFELL HARNESSED A DQG _TEAM,
00K A SHORT CUT ACROSS A PORTION OF ICE THAT
Mk B OUTTED OUT FROM THE MAINLAND. AS HE MADE HIS
%/ WAY ACROSS THE ICE, IT BROKE AWAY FROM THE
MAINLAND AND HE FOUND HIMSELF ADRIFT AT SEA.
HE KILLED THREE. OF THE DOGS, USED THE SKINS
TO KEEP WARM AND WITH THEIR FROZEN LEGS MADE
A FLAGPOLE AND ATTACHED A PIECE OF HIS SHIRT
TO WAVE AT THE SHORE MILES AwWAY., HIs
OBSERVATION IN HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY CONCERNING
THIS GOD FORSAKEN EXPERIENCE WAS AS FOLLOWS:
COULD NOT HELP LAUGHING AT MY SITUATION,
STANDING THERE HOUR BY HOUR, WAVING_MY SHIRT
AT THOSE BARREN LONELY CLIFFS, BUT I CAN
HONESTLY SAY THAT FROM THE FIRST TOSTHE bAST,
NOTshwSINGLE, SENSATION OF FEAR CROSSED M
wnf=MIND., K%ET TH?WKTNG”GF*THE“WURﬁé OF AN OLD
HYMN: “My Gop, MY FATHER, WHILE I STRAY FAR
FROM HOME ON LIFE'S ROUGH WAY, 0 HELP ME FROM
MY HEART TO SAY, THY WILL BE-DONE,” SOME
PEOPLE DID SEE DR. GRENFELL AND HE WAS RESCUED
BY THOSE WHO SAW HIM WAVING THE FLAG WITH

ONLY MINOR FROSTBITE TO HIS HANDS AND FEET.
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AND REQUIRES THAT HIS FOLLOWERS ADOPT THE
SAME STANDARDS.

VII. HE WAS A CRUCIFIED MAN - AcTs 2:23

No PERSON IN ANCIENT TIMES NEEDED TO BE
TOLD THE HORROR OF CRUICIFIXION. AFTER THE
SIEGE OF TYRE, ALEXANDER THE GREAT CRUCIFIED
0 oF HIS CAPTIVES. CRUCIFIXION WAS A
PUNISHMENT INFLICTED ON SLAVES, CAPTIVES
AND CRIMINALS. FEVEN IN A WORLD OF CRUEL
BARBARIC METHODS, CRUCIFIXION WAS A FATE
ONE WOULD NOT WISH ON HIS WORST ENEMY,
THEREFORE THE CROSS BECAME THE SYMBOL OF
ULTIMATE SHAME AND DISGRACE. [HE BIBLE
TEACHES THAT JESUS DIED ON THE CROSS FOR OUR
SINS, THAT 1S, WHAT HE DID THERE, HE DID
FOR MANKIND. WHAT HE ACCOMPLISHED ON THE
CROSS SOMEHOW ENABLES THE GREAT GULF
BETWEEN SINFUL MAN AND HoLy (60D TQ BE
BRIDGED BY GoD’s GRACE. | PETER 2:24
THIS VERSE TEACHES THAT JESUS DIED THAT
WE MIGHT LIVE. WE WERE ALL GOING ASTRAY
AND HAVE BEEN BROUGHT BACK BY THE SHEPHERD
OF OUR SOULS BY JESUS' DEATH ON THE CROSS.
SIMPLY STATED, WHEN HE DIED THERE HE BORE
THE PENALTY OF YOUR SINS AND MINE,
PETER 5:18 THIS VERSE DECLARES THAT
JESUS CHRIST IS JUST AND WE ARE UNJUST.
HIS DEATH ON THE CROSS MADE IT POSSIBLE
TO BRING SINNERS TO GoD. THERE IS NO OTHER
WAY TO ACCOMPLISH THAT GOAL. IHE p WRITER
DESCRIBED IT WELL WHEN HE SAID, "I ,
GO HOME BY THE WAY OF THE CROSS, THERE S
NO OTHER WAY BUT THIS, | SHALL NE'ER GET
SIGHT OF THE GATES OF LIGHT, IF THE WAY OF
THE CROSS [ MISS. [ MUST NEEDS GO ON IN
THE BLOOD-SPRINKLED WAY, THE PATH THAT THE
SAVIOUR TROD, IF | EVER CLIMB TO THE HEIGHTS
SUBLIME WHERE THE SOUL IS AT HOME WITH (oD,

W) L5 Mk Ay
7AC' /f/x/ / z; b{f ,&n/
g Z::Mﬂ 5, % g sy M v
_—
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“A GLIMPSE OF HIS GLORY”

U&;g-n/ {)
MATTHEW 17:1-8 ¢

WE HAVE BEEN CONSIDERING THE LIFE AND MINISTRY

OF JESUS FROM HIS TEACHING, AND TODAY
HIS TRANSFIGURATION. |HERE ARE_FQUR KEY WORDS
IN THE TEXT: T —
(1) TAKETH - VERSE 1

(2) JTRANSFIGURED - VERSE 2

(3) JALKING - VERSE 3

(4) JOUCHED - VERSE /

THE "CHAPTER DIVISIONS IN THE BIBLE ARE NOT IN-
SPIRED., |HE CHAPTER AND VERSE DIVISIONS WERE
ADDED MUCH LATER IN ORDER FOR READERS TO LOCATE
PASSAGES MORE READILY. HERE, IT IS CLEAR THAT
~ 'THE CHAPTER DIVISION BREAKS UP THE THOUGHT.
THE CONTEXT TEACHES THAT THE DISCIPLES WQULD
HAVE A PRE-VIEW OF THE COMING KINGDOM. glu THE
LATE 19303, IT WAS A SATURDAY AFTERNOON RITUAL
""" QF MANY “COAL FIELD KIDS” TO ENJOY A FILM
_"“PROGRAM THAT INVOLVED SERIALS AND_PREVUES OF
= COMING ATTRACTIONS,) /.

. JESUS TOOK THE INNER CIRCLE’OF DISCIPLES

TO A MOUNTAINTOP PRAYER MEETING - Verse 1
ﬁ;xgg.mJ:fiéiﬂNn JOHN HAVE BEEN CALLED THE
#INNER CIRC OF THE DISCIPLES. SOME SAY THEY

ESUC CAUSE THEY WERE THE. ; OTHERS
SAY THEY WERE THE WILLING. wHAfE5@§ THE REASON,
THE INNER CIRCLE DTD"NOT INVOLVE FAVORITISM ON
N JEsus’ PART. THERE_SEEMS TO BE A DECLENSION
FrRoMm /0, 10 12, TO 3, TO 1 - JoHN 13:25., IT

WOULD APPEAR THAT DISCIPLE THEN AND NOW
MAY BE AS CLOSE T S AS HE CHOOSES TO BE.
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IT was N HIS PART BUY. FELLOWSHIP
~ ON THEIR E WAS .DETERMINED BY\DESIRE.
- OR-BYEN=ALTITUDE WAS DETERMINED BY
V. - A ,__As MORGAN HAS WELL SAID, THERE WERE
“¥<. NO FAVORLIE NTIMATE IT WAS THEIR
0 *MAKETHEMSELVES cAVALLABLE FOR THESE

SPECIAL .OPPORTUNITIES. LUKE REMINDS HIS

READERS THAT THEY WENT UP ON THE MOUNTAIN

TO GO DOWN .LOW IN PRAYER. ] OTHER WORDS, THIS
L WAS A PRAVER CONFERENCE, WE ENJOY BIBLE, FAMILY,
= MISSION SUNDAY SCHOOL, SCIENCE, A"ﬁ-EVERY"‘“

OTHER ECIAL FEATURE OF C@MEEREN

IMAGINABLE. HAVE MNEVER.HEARD DF,‘_.”N ER
?QNEERENQE BEFORE. ENT.LON..JANZEY [FTTERS)
SUSPECT THAT A RR&X;&MQQNEERENCE WOULD BRING
QUT ABOUT THE SAME MUMBER [ODAY."AS THEN. 1ED
AYER IS NOT USUALLY A‘ﬂ'ﬂi]'ﬂf PART O HURCH
‘ \/ A ‘ \/ | I ‘.l' i - ’J-’." D \/ ‘.ll G
™ “THESBRPHAN WHILECSUPPERS ANBEEINGS WIN THE S@
RORUARIIY AL, ~THETORD @PART) MEANS THEY
WENT TO A RRLVA D| ACE_BY TS . IT 1s A

(/;; BIBLICAL REFERENCE TO THE_SOLITUDE OF

W5 SANCTIFI ﬁEﬁEbEE NEEDS SOLITUDE. Eu*gg;ys
'5%/)DON D CE WITH CH
. REMIND ALL BELIEVERS THAT WE DRAW NEAR TO GOD
"% ON HIS TERMS - NOT OURS. (A STUDY OF THE
"/ RRAYER LIFE OF JESus 1s HoLy GROUND), AT LEAST
A I!; ARE. I ENTIONED IN THE GOSPELS
His MINISTRY BEGAN

PRAYING.
(COMPARE LUKE 299 . LUKE"ZI"E§§

INISTRY CONTINUES IN HEAVEN.=EQDAY .
HEBREWS /: )  HE HAS PRAYED FOR US ¥3§§$‘

“ II. JESUS WAS TRANSFIGURED BEFORE THE EYES OF
THE ASTONISHED THREESOME - VERSE 2

THE WORD TRANSFIGURED 1S A GREEK COMPOUND
WORD, META WHICH MEANS AETER OR BEYOND AND
“MORPHE"” WHICH MEANS FORM OR SHAPE. |HE WORD

F ] rM‘[.1Wt& JU'{‘-L ‘b:s{;or-}; (D""

e T




METAMORPHOSIS IS USED TO DESCRIBE A PROCESS

OF CHANGE. [T IS THE PROCESS WHEREBY A

CATERPILLAR BECOMES A BUTTERFLY. IT 15 USED
- TO DESCRIBE A

SOMETIMES CALLED A METAMORPHOSIS. THE GLORY

HERE WAS NOT BUT A RESIBING GLORY.
THE LIGHT SHONE FROM HiM_AND Him.
(Joun 1:14, 1T PeTer 1:16-18) THE DISCIPLES HAD

NEVER SEEN ANYTHING LIKE THIS+— IT WAS AN EVENT

S0 THAT IT SENT_TOUGH SAILORS TQ THEIR
~ KNEES . SHEER FRIG 6)
TODAY, CARRY THEIR OWN LIGHTS -
SPQT LIGHTS, LIGHTS, LIEILF LIGHTS, CQLQRED
LIGHIS BUT NOT CHRIST. HIS _WAS AN ESSENTIAL,
OFFICIAL AND: MORAL GLORY. N0 COULD HAVE

_ WITN S SCENE WITHOUT BETNG CONSCIOUS OF
Y THE m' THE GLORY OF GOD RESTING AND
His PEOPLE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.
SERRTET MaREINTER m’ R THE
BE A MUCH MORE INTERES EVER, THE
SONG WRITER HAS SAID IT WELL, 'Uﬁ%ﬁ 1S ALL
THE..GLORY. IN EMMANUEL'S LAND." rﬁms PASSAGE

S
THE GLORY OF HIMSELF_AND HIS KI IS SEEN IN
MINATURE PREVIEW. (REVEEETTﬁﬁiegfigzlﬂ)
ITT. JESUS TALKED WITH TWO OLD TESTAMENT
SAINTS - VERSE 3

HAD BEEN DEAD APPROXIMATELY 1500 _YEARS.
HAD BEEN IN HEAVEN 900 YEARS. THESE TwWO
PEOPLE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT ABOVE ALL OTHERS
RE SURROUNDED INﬁg%%Egﬁ% REGARDING DEATH,
™ ' MoSES/DIED oN MT. NO ONE KNOWS WHERE HE
1IED EXCEPT Gob., NONE CAN GO TO HIS TOMB.,
GOD ALONE KNOWS THE, SPOT AND CONDUCTED THE

FUNERAL SERVICE. NOW FAMQUS CHARIOT
RIDE WAS SECOND TO “INCLUDING BEN HUR,
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‘*THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME MOSES HAD EVER SET FOOT
IN PALESTINE. THESE MEN REPRESENTED THE OLD
~. TESTAMENT LAW AND PROPHETS. HERE THEY WERE
' ALIVE TALKING WITH JESUS ABOUT SOMETHING OF
GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THEM. LUKE-REVEALS THAT
THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT HIS S S

WOULD ACCOMPLISH AT JERUSALEM. EY WERE
TALKING. ABOUT _ECfteMVARY e ANDl R0SS. JEN LN
HEAVEN WER NTERESTED—FN=TH A MEN ‘O
" EARTH WERE rm-—-mam .m.m.n 0

HEA DEQPILE, IF YOU Al TALKED WITH MosEes

WE MIGHT SPEAK WITH HIM ABOUT THE CROSSING OF
THE RED SEA. IF WE COULD TALK WITH ELIJAH -
WE'D PROBABLY TALK ABOUT JEZ®BELL. CALVARY AND
THE CROSS WERE IMPORTANT TO THESE TWO BECAUSE
SOMEONE HAS SAID THAT THEY WENT 10 HEAVEN

s PAID THAT SI‘ -
@ THE CROSS WAS¢ Er;l_;%p TO THEM AND
US. By THE way, PASSAGE GIVES
SEVERAL INTERESTING INSIGHTS ABOUT HEAVEN,

) PEOPLE IN HEAVEN ARE ALIVE AND CONSCIOQUS.
HEY HAVE THE CAPACITY TO CONVERSE WITH CHRIST.

?2) PEOPLE IN HEAVEN ARE INTERESTED IN
ACTIVITIES ON EARTH.,

3) APPARENTLY PEOPLE IN HEAVEN R
EACH OTHER THROUGH INTUITIVE KNOWE%%%%E%%$HOUT
BEING INTRODUCED.

~(4) PEOPLE IN HEAVEN HAVE BODIES.

~  BY THE WAY, IT IS INTERESTING TO HEAR WHAT PEIER
| HAD TO SAY ON THIS OCCASION AS JESUS WAS TALKTNG
WITH MOSES AND ELIJUAH.

(1) “IT 1S 600D FOR US TO BE HERE.”) fI&LS_Lﬁ_NQI
%umu.aam es ANYONE
FIGURE THAT OUT. OOMEONE HAS SUGGESTED

4
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PETER HAD W'M

‘S A MATTER OF FACT; THE S D THINGS
IN LIFE COME TO US BECAUSE OF

(2) LET US MAKE THREE TABERNACLES: THE WORD
FOR TABERNACLE IS THE WORD SKIN OR TENT OR

BOOTH. SIMPLY STATED, PETER WAS REFERING TO A
RESTING PLACE

By Y AND AVOID THE

ER) IN THE VALLEY. EVER, OUR LORD

DESPITE THE HEAVENLY ATMOSPHERE, DID NOT NEGLECT

His DUTY OR DESTINY. [HE DISCIPLES COULD NOT

PROLONG THEIR STAY BECAUSE THERE WAS WORK TO BE

DONE. PETER, LIKE YOU AND ME, NEEDED TO LEAR
WAS NO SUBoTITUTE FOR THE

THAT
OF C ) I ES st S z_x——?,/ o -’- 20 _,-{,,.,f'
/’\A"pfr‘« 4 o F

P

-
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(3) “NoT KNOWING WHAT HE SAIﬂ“' LdKE REVEALS
THAT PETER HAD BEEN _SQUND ASLEEP AND WAS
STARTLED AWAKE AND IMMEDIATELY BEGAN TALKING.
ONE MIGHT SUGGEST A NEW CHRISTIAN QEUB_- NOT
THE /00 cLuB or_THE PTL cLUB BUT A

THAT IS, A_ERAIERNITY OF

o ‘/1

IV. JESUS TOUCHED THE DISCI LES E ND CALMEﬁ

THEIR FEARS - VErSE 7
THE_THENGS AND PEOPLE JESUS TOUCHED WERE NEVER

THE SAME AGAIN, HE TOUCHED THE DISEASE® AND(
THEY WERE HEALED., HE TOUCHED THE DEAF AND TH

HEARD, HE TOUCHED THE DE D AND THEY WEEE
SANE. HE TOUCHED THE Dﬁﬁgﬁgﬁg THEY LIVED., @)
(CoMPARE LUKE /:14) THE%ARE NOT
USUALLY GOOD HELPERS OR HE . HE WAYZ )
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THE. WORD FOR TACTg,} TO TOUCH, THINK OF A
DOCTOR, SPECIFICALLY=AN EYE DOCTOR WHO IS

™ “TCOUMSEY AND AWKWARD. WHEN TQUCHING THE EYES,

SKILL IS REQUIRED. OQur LORrRD's HANDS WERE THE
HANDS THAT CoMPARE BARBARA

ASHLEY - HuG T HELPED - ER TOUCH WHEN
IT WAS DESPERATELY NEEDED.ﬁ)*l—lz'mg'ét
APPLICATION. THE KEY WORD IN THIS PASSAGE IS
THE T} \SF I 1T IS USED ONLY]FOUR

TIMES NEW ENT, TWICE TO DESCRIBE

THIS SCENE, TH FERENCE TO BELIEVERS.

Romans 12:2. gErgQ A IRANSEQRMED OR
ENEWED_MIND. o

FACE ILLUSTRATES THIS TRUTH. IF you REMEMBEﬁ
THE STORY IT HAD TO DO WITH A BOY WHO LIVED IN
A VILLAGE, BELOW A MOUNTAIN WHERE THERE WAS
CARVED ON THE FACE OF THE MOUNTAIN A GREAT IMAGE
OF STONE THAT LOOKED VERY MUCH LIKE A MAN'S FACE.
[T WAS A _FREAK OF NATURE . slEGENDgSAID THAT
SOME_DAY. SOMEONE WAS COMING TO THE VILLAGE WHO
WOULD LOOK LIKE-THE~GREAT STONE FACE AND WOULD
DO~WONDERFUL~THINGS. . FOR. . THE.VILLAGE. [|HE STORY
SO GRIPPED THE BOY THAT HE USED TO SIT FOR LONG
PERIODS OF TIME LOOKING AT THE GREAT STONE FACE
THINKING OF THE DAY WHEN THAT MAN WOULD COME.
YEARS PASSED AND THE PERSON DID NOT COME AND
STILL THE YOUNG MAN DID WHAT HE HAD DONE AS A
BOY - HE LOOKED AT THE FACE WITH ALL OF ITS
MAJESTY AND BEAUTY EXPECTING THE MAN TO COME,
By AND BY THE YOUTH PASSED INTO MLDDLE_AGE AND
OLD. AGE _STILL THE MAN OF THE LEGEND DID NOT
COME. ONE DAY THE LAD WHO WAS NOW AN OLD MAN
WALKED THROUGH THE VILLAGE WHEN SOMEONE LOOKED
™ AT HIM AND EXCLAIMED, "HEwiS«=COME;-HE..IS. COME,
THE..ONE _WHO.LOOKS..LIKE~THE~GREAT “STONE-FACE HAS
COME."” THE LAD WHO WAS NOW AN OLD ,MAN HAD
LOOKED AT THE FACE .SO LONG THAT HE'D BECOME IN
APPEARANCE LIKE THE ONE AT WHICH HE GAZED.

.
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[F WE WANT TO BECOME LIKE CHRIST, WE MUST LOOK -
LONG - AT HiM. DR. LEwIs SPErRRY CHAFER WAS

PRONE TO INTERRUPT THE SINGING, OF A HYMN
ENTITLED “TAKE TIME To BE HoLY"” AND CHANGE THE

WORDS TO TAKE TIME TO BEHOLD HIM.

"TURN YOUR EYES UPON JESUS;
Look FULL IN HIS WONDERFUL FACE;
AND THE THINGS OF EARTH WILL GROW STRANGELY DIM
IN THE LIGHT OF HIS GLORY AND GRACE."
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TRANSFIGURED
MATTHEW 17:1-9

Our LORD WAS TRANSFIGURED BEFORE HE WAS
DISFIGURED, TISATAH 514 - "HIs VISAGE
(APPEARANCE) WAS SO MARRED, (DISFIGURED)

MORE THAN ANY MAN.”] JESUS’ DISCIPLES

wouLD SEE HIM IN HIS GLORY BEFORE HE BEGAN
THE GORY ORDEAL OF THE CROSS. LET US EXAMINE
THE PERSONS INVOLVED IN THE TRANSFIGURATION
EXPERIENCE:

I. THE THREE DISCIPLES - Verse 1

THESE THREE WERE CALLED THE "INNER CIRCLE,”
JESUS DID NOT SHOW FAVORITISM AMONG THE
TWELVE, BUT THESE THREE SEEMED TO DESIRE
CLOSER FELLOWSHIP WITH THE LORD AND IT

WAS THEIR DECISION TO MAKE THEMSELVES
AVAILABLE FOR MORE INTENSIVE STUDY IN THE
SCHOOL OF THE DISCIPLES. [HEIR DESIRE

TO BE CLOSER TO THE LORD OPENED THE DOOR

TO OPPORTUNITIES AND SPECIAL MOMENTS IN
JESUS' LIFE, SUCH AS GETHSEMANE AND HERE.
THESE MEN WERE THE LEADERS OF THE TWELVE
AND MADE THEMSELVES AVAILABLE FOR EXTRA
WORK. [HESE THREE SEEMED TO BE UNLIKELY
CANDIDATES FOR SPECIAL PRIVILEGE., [HEY
WERE THE SONS OF THUNDER AND THE OUTSPOKEN,
IMPETUOUS FISHERMEN,

THE MOUNTAIN WAS PROBABLY MT. HERMON IN
NORTH OF ISRAEL, SOME TEN THOUSAND FEET
HIGH. MOUNTAINS WERE OFTEN THE PLACE WHERE
MEN DREW NEAR TO (GOD, BOTH PUBLICALLY

AND PRIVATELY. LUKE STATES WHY THEY WENT
TO THE MOUNTAIN, IQuRRd%. SIMPLY STATED,
THIS WAS A "PRAYER CONFERENCE”. WE ENJOY
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BIBLE, MISSIONS, FAMILY, SUNDAY SCHOOL,
EVANGELISM AND ALL KINDS OF CONFERENCES
P BUT | CAN'T REMEMBER EVER HAVING HEARD OF
A PRAYER CONFERENCE. HOWEVER, OUR NUMBERS
IN ATTENDANCE WOULD BE ABOUT. .THE SAME AS
His - JESUS AND THREE OTHERSLN PRAYER IS
NOT A POPULAR ITEM IN MOST CHURCHES. AS
A MATTER OF FACT, THE PRAYER MEETING IS
THE CHURCH ORPHAN WHILE SUPPERS AND SINGS
WIN ALL THE poLLS! THE WORDSM MEANS
PRIVATELY OR BY THEMSELVES. OOLITUDE HAS
BEEN AND IS _NOW A VITAL PART OF FELLOWSHIP
WITH Gop, EAGLES NEED SOLITUDE, CHICKENS
DON'T. THIS MOUNTAIN-TOP EXPERIENCE BY
OUR LORD REMINDS US THAT WE MAY DRAW NEAR
To Gop BUT ON HIS TERMS. AND WE ARE AS
CLOSE TO THE LORD AS WE CARE OR CHOOSE
TO BE. IT IS OUR, NOT HIS, RESPONSIBILITY
- TO DRAW NEAR,

II. JESUS - VErse 2

RELATE 1930's SAT IN THEATER,
coal _FIELDS OF McDoweLL CounTy. THERE WAS
USUALLY A WESIERN AND A-SERIAL. ONE OF

THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE AFTERNOON WAS THE

SEGMENT CALLED _EREﬁuES.ﬂE.LDﬁLNﬁ
Our LORD GAVE HIS DISCIPLES

2N PREVIW OF HIS coMING KINGDOM (16:28).

. THE WORD IS A COMPOUND WORD, META WHICH
MEANS AFTER OR BEYOND AND MORPHE WHICH
MEANS FORM. [|HE WORD METAMORPHOSIS COMES
FROM THESE TWO WORDS. METAMORPHOSIS IS
USED TO DESCRIBE A PROCESS OF CHANGE. [HE
PROCESS BY WHICH A CATERPILLAR BECOMES A

N BUTTERFLY BEARS THAT TITLE. [T IS USED
TO DESCRIBE A CHANGE IN PERSONALITY AND
LIFESTYLE, WE SAY THAT ANYONE THAT IS
GOING THROUGH A RADICAL TRANSFORMATION
IS UNDERGOING A METAMORPHOSIS. IN THE

| .
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CASE OF JESUS, IT WAS NOT A REFLECTED BUT
A RESIDING GLORY., (HEBREWS I:3) [T WAS

O A CHANGE ON THE INSIDE NOT THE OUTSIDE.
THE LIGHT SHONE FROM WITHIN NOT UPON
Him.  (Jounl:14, 11 PETER I: 16 oig) T
SAYS HIS GARMENTS WERE GLEAMING LIKE LIGHT.
THE DISCIPLES HAD NEMER SEEN ANYTHING LIKE
THIS IN THEIR ENTIRE LIVES. [HREE STRONG
MEN FELL ON THEIR FACES IN SHEER FRIGHT.
TODAY, LELEBRILIES CARRY THEIR OWN LTGHTS,
SPOTETGHTS "AND™OTHER LIGHTS., CHRIST'S
DEITY SIMPLY BURST THROUGH THE VEIL OF
HUMAN FLESH,

IIT. Moses AND ELI1JAH - VERSE 3

MOSES HAD BEEN DEAD APPROXIMATELY 1500 YEARS
AND ELITJAH HAD BEEN IN HEAVEN 900 YEARS.
THESE TWO PEOPLE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
ABOVE ALL OTHERS IN DEATH WERE SURROUNDED
BY MYSTERY. _Moses DIED oN M7, NEBO AND
NO ONE KNOWS HIS BURIAL SITE, NONE CAN GO
AND SEE HIS TOMB, GOD ALONE KNOWS THE SPOT
OF HIS BURIAL. % NOW FAMOUS CHARIOT
RIDE WAS SECOND INCLUDING BEN Hur!
THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME MOSES HAD EVER SET
FOOT IN PALESTINE. THESE MEN REPRESENTING
THE OLD TESTAMENT LAW AND THE PROPHETS WERE
ALIVE TALKING WITH JESUS ABOUT A VERY
IMPORTANT SUBJECT. LUKE REVEALS THAT THEY
WERE TALKING ABOUT HIs "EX0oDUS” WHICH HE
SHOULD ACCOMPLISH AT JERUSALEM. [HINK WHAT
THIS WORD MEANT TO Moses! Moses AND EL1JAH
WERE TALKING WITH JESUS ABOUT THE CROSS.
THINK OF THE IMPORTANT PEOPLE THEY HAD
~~ TALKED TO IN THE PAST BUT NOTHING LIKE THIS.
MEN IN HEAVEN WERE INTERESTED IN THE CROSS
WHILE MEN ON EARTH SLEPT! (THE cROSS IS
THE TOPIC OF HEAVENLY PEOPLE BUT NOT SO
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HERE ON EARTH. FOR EXAMPLE, ILLUSTRATE

SUCH AS MEeT THE PRESS, FACE

, NIGHTLINE AND OTHERS, LIST
SOME OF THE GREAT SUBJECTS FOR DISCUSSION,
THIS WEEK THEY MIGHT TALK ABOUT JIM AND
TAMMY BUT NOT MUCH ABOUT JESUS AND THE
crR0SS! THESE MEN CAME ALL THE WAY FROM
HEAVEN TO FIND OUT ABQUT CALVARY. THEY
WENT THERE BY FAITH, “ON CREDIT" SO TO
SPEAK AND THEY WERE CONCERNED THAT THE
FULL PAYMENT OF THEIR SIN DEBT BE MADE.
THERE ARE SOME OTHER INTERESTING_ INSLIGHILS
REGARDING THIS PASSAGE:

(1) PEOPLE IN HEAVEN ARE ALIVE AND
CONSCIQUS. THEY HAVE THE CAPACITY TO
CONVERSE ,

(2) PEOPLE IN HEAVE ARE INTERESTED IN
JHE_ACTIVITIES ON EARTH.

(3) APPARENTLY WE WILL RECOGNIZE PEOPLE
IN HEAVEN WHOM WE HAVE NOT MET BEFORE.
(INTUITIVE KNOWLEDGE)

(4) WE WILL HAVE _BODIES IN HEAVEN.
IV. PETER - VErsE 4

WHEN THINGS WERE HAPPENING FOR GOOD OR
BAD, PETER WAS NOT FAR AWAY AND USUALLY
HAD SOMETHING TO SAY.

(1) E 4 THIS
IS NOT ONE OF PETER'S ND TEMENTS.
ANYONE COULD HAVE FIGURED THAT OUT! 1
SOMEONE HAS SUGGESTED THAT PETER HAD A REAL
GRASP OF THE OBVIOUS. ANYWHERE JESUS IS

IS A GOOD PLACE TO B T

HiM IS A GOOD PLACE TO BE AWAY FROM. AS

A MATTER OF FACT, THE GOOD PLACES AND THINGS
E_

Saine——

A
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IN LIFE COME TO US BECAUSE OF HiM., OTHER
PLACES MAY HOLD FASCINATION BUT WHERE HE
o IS IS ALWAYS G0OD FOR US, (I HAVE FELT
THAT WAY ABOUT THE LQCAL_CHURCHES OF
WHICH | HAVE BEEN A MEMBER, IT 'S A GOOD
PLACE TO BE. FOR THE FIRST TIME IN A LONG
TIME PEOPLE ACROSS AMERICA ARE LEARNING

WHY LOCAL_CHURCHES ARE IMPORTANT,)

(2)  LELUS MAKE_THREE TABERNACIES®  THE
WORD FOR TABERNACLE IS SKIN, TENT OR BOOTH.
SIMPLY STATED, PETER WAS REFERRING TO A
RESTING PLACE, THAT IS, HE WANTED TO MAKE
PROVISION TO STAY ON THE MOUNTAIN FOR AN
EXTENDED PERIOD OF TIME. [T WAS GREAT TO
BE THERE SO WHY NOT ENJOY THE SERENITY OF
THE MOUNTAIN TOP AND AVOID THE SERVICE
OF THE VALLEY. PETER WAS IN ERROR FOR
. SEVERAL REASONS NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH
(:E>WAS Moses AND ELIJAH HAR,TO “CATCH A
cLoOUD " BACK TO GLORviéSDEsus COULD NOT
LINGER BECAUSE HE HAD AN _APPOINTMENT
WITH DULY AND DESLINY. [HE DISCIPLES COULD
NOT PROLONG THEIR STAY BECAUSE THERE WAS
WORK TO BE DONE. ALSO, PETER ERRED IN
PUTTING MoSES AND ELIJUAH ON THE SAME
WITH JESUS. THEY ARE NOT THE S
HIS IS THE STUFF WITH WHICH HERESY IS
MADE. PETER'S SUGGESTION THAT A BUILDING
PROGRAM WAS IN ORDER WAS THE FAILURE MANY
MAKE IN BELIEVING THAT A PROGRAM IS A
SUBSTITUTE FOR THE PERSON.

(5) X G WHAT HE sAa1p” LUKE
REVE HAT ND ASLEEP
Vel AND WAS STARTLED AWAKE AND IMMEDIATELY

BEGAN TALKING! LET ME SUGGEST A NEW
CHﬁISTIAN CLUB, NOT /00, noT PTL, BUT
A "cLAM UP CLUB". THAT 1S, A FRATERNITY

N> X

.
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OF CHRISTIANS WHO REFUSE TO ENGAGE THE
MOUTH UNTIL THE MIND IS IN GEAR!

V. GOD THE FATHER - VERSE 5

ToDAY, AS IN THE DAYS OF CHRIST, THERE IS
A BABBLE OF VOICES ALL CLAIMING TO SPEAK
FOR GOD. IN THIS PASSAGE, Gonw%
His SoN. THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NO QUESTION
AS TO THE IDENTITY OF THE PERSON BOWED
IN PRAYER., IT WAS GoD’'S ADDITION OF EVEN
MORE CREDENTIALS REGARDING JESUS'
MESSIAHSHIP. GOD WAS SALLSEIED WITH HIs
SoN, Gontag;g+gkgp OUR RESPONSIBILITY
70 JEsus CHRIST AND IT IS SUMMED UP IN
THESE WORDS_” "IN Joun 10
JESUS SAID R HIM AND FOLLOW
HiMm, THE CALL OF OUR LORD IS NOT TO BE
P A HERMIT ON A MOUNTAIN BUT A HERALD IN
THE VALLEY. IF IT WERE POSSIBLE FOR THE
SAKE OF ILLUSTRATION, PLUG IN A PHONE ON
HEAVEN'S CIRCUITRY AND ASK GoD WHAT HE

WOULD HAVE US DO, HIS MESSAGE WOULD BE

SIMPLE, HEAR HiM. TH S ARE
ONLY Afs

PROPHETS, PA CHS, PURLELAN RS,
ACTMEN ARE QIN@EFS AND NEED A SAVIOUR.

FROM THE PULPIT TO THE PEOPLE IT IS CHRIST
AND NOT MEN WHO GIVES US CLEAR DIRECTION,
QUR RESPONSIBILITY IS TO POINT MEN TO
CHRIST IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY HEAR HIM -
NOT US.

VI. US - YOU AND ME

N THERE IS ROOM IN THIS PICTURE FOR US. THE
BIBLE USES THE WORD TRANSFORMED IN TWO
KEY PASSAGES, BOTH RELATING TO BELIEVERS,
RoMaNS 12:2 (PHILLIPS TRANSLATION) “Don’T

. _



_7._

LET THE WORLD AROUND YOU SQUEEZE YOU INTO

ITS OWN MOLD, BUT _(:QD_BEmm,
™ MIND EROM WITHIN. [HAT TS HILLIEgg&
RENDERING OF BE NOT CONFORMED TO THIS

WORLD, BUT BE YE TRANSFORMED BY THE RENEWING
OF YOUR MINDS. GOD NEEDS TO DO A WORK OF
GRACE IN OUR MINDS IF WE ARE GOING TO_ SERVE
HiM INTELLIGENTLY. [l CORINTHIANS 3:18
(PHILLIPS TRANSLATION) _"ALL OF US WHO

ARE CHRISTIANS HAVE NO_VEILS ON OUR FACES,

—INTO | IMPLY STATED; WE

ARE CHANG 10 LOOK LI
WE _GAZE. YOU GAZE AT PORNOGRAPHY LONG
ENOUGH YO ILL SLOWLY BE CHANGED INTO A

PERVERT. IT IS A LAW OF LIFE. WE TAKE
- ON THE APPEARANCE OF THE THINGS WE LOOK

UPON OVER A PERIOD OF TIME. [F YOU WANT

TO LOOK LIKE ESUS - LOOK AT HIM LoNG

AND OFTEN, AWTHORNE.. S
STORY OF TH Irt'ﬂ'ﬁg'%?gs
THIS TRUTH. *-am' HO LIVED IN
A VIJ-I.AGLBE.L.Q.W.II:I.E_MQU.NIA.LN AND THERE ON
THE EACE OF THE MOUNTAIN WAS THE IMAGE
OF A GREAT STONE FACE LOOKING_DOQUN
SOLEMLY UPON THE PEOPLE OF THE VILLAGE.
SAID THAT SOME DAY SOMEONE

WAS COMING TO THE VILLAGE WHO WOULD LOOK
LIKE THE GREAT STONE FACE AND HE WOULD
DO WONDEREUL-IHINGS. [HE STORY SO GRLBPED
THE BOY THAT HE USED TO SLIP AWAY HOUR
AFTER HOUR AND STAND LOOKING AT THE GREAT
STONE FACE THINKING ABOUT THE STORY AND

™  _THE COMING MAN. YEARS PASSED AND THE PERSON
DID NOT COME AND STILL THE YOUNG MAN DID
WHAT HE HAD DONE AS A BOY, STOOD AND
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CONTEMPLATED THE MAJESTY AND THE BEAUTY
OF THE GREAT STONE FACE., BY AND BY THE
™ YOUTH PASSED INTO M&BRLEZLILEF AND QLD

NOT _COME. ONE DAY AS THE LAD, NOW AN
WALKED THROUGH THE VILLAGE SOMEON
LOOKED AT HIM AND EXCLAIMED:

w=SLONE. EACEL
bbb e GAZE D | F YOU WANT TO B
CHRIST-LIKE, LooK AT Jesus. DRrR. LEwIS
SPERRY CHAFER WAS PRONE TO INTERRUPT THE
SINGING, OF A HYMN ENTI TLEB—JAKE~LIME_TO
¥" AND CHANGED THE WORDS TO SAY,
" AS WE BEHOLD
HiIM IN ALL OF HIS GLORY, WE WILL BECOME
HOLY .

1

THA g

"
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SOME MARKS OF A GREAT CHURCH

Great 1s an overused, abused word. We
use it to describe food, un and felllowship.
"We have a great church and a grgat pastor, a

great - you name it.

Bascillica in Rome is supposed to be the
Targest church 1n the world, but is it a great
churcgﬁhgggq;” . , big? A week before Jesus
died, His & es’) were argulng over whao-~
would be the greatest or «#l. in His coming
kingdom. guke Jesus measured

greatness by

. actlons of_H' S

to determine greatness’
Let us look at Scrlpture and see if we can get
some ideas regard}ng the measure of greatness.
I. A GREAT CHURCH WORSHIPS AND SERVES A GREAT
GOD. (Rev. 19:17 Acts 17:24ff)

There are other verses that remind us of
God!'s.greatness...Titus 2:13 _Heb., 4514 13:20
Pagan rello,uﬂ [ n measure dgreatness in
F ‘ (Acts 19:27-35) The

true and 1iv1ng”God-1s'great in what He can do ¢+~

but even more so in what He is--in attributes.
Theology books categorize these attributes in
3 areas:

: Living, Intelligent,fg

[f-Conscious < SN
s: True, Holy, Love, " e
1S, Faithful, Merciful "\
(3) W Eternal, Unchangeable, W<€;
Infinite, 3 O's (Omniscience, N\ S

Omnipresence, Omnlpotence)

For example, our God is! self=existent. He
depends on nothing outside , e Inig &an
be said of no other being--anywhere. (Jn.

5:26) God is the supr #%y in the
universe and in the churc er,bnw,_-.e

greater than God. Son "How Great Thou Ar
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rules all--we do not rule Him!
7

Dr. Donald Barnhouse, in his Roman series

ls the story of his return to Princeton
Seminary to speak in chapel. One of his
professors attended and listened carefully to
the message. After the service, the professor
approached Barnhouse with this explanation for
his presence. When former students returned
to speak, the professor came to hear them--
once. He attempted to determine the kind of
God they served--a big or little God. The
purpose of ministry is to tell how great He
~is--not how great or gifted we are! (c.ﬁu~42
A skeptic met a poor man walking down th G

street. When asked where he was going, the
poor man replied: "I'm going to church." Why?
Answer: "To worship God". Question: "Is God

or small?" An attempt to confuse and

™ ratfle thé man. Answer: "He is so great that
the heavens cannot c;izgzﬁmﬂtmx\\ifi\js so
small He can dwell in my heart."
II. A GREAT CHURCH PROCLAIMS A GREAT MESSAG
(Acts 2:14\¢//Acts 4:33) /Y
What do men hear from theS, h_(' of many

churches today? The need to b

fegative--to be & people, 'help the
‘ : ick, j --all genuine

The gospel is not of hum%p origin (Gal
12! Ouu;c MLSS‘-K_/'_ T
- In 11870, YA. J. Gordon became pastor of
the Clarendon Street Baptist Church is Boston.
It was a self-satisfied, inept church, cold
and indifferent. It was so uncaring that a
church secretary was rebuked by a deacon for
putting up a sign that said, "Welcome
Strangers". The choir was just a handful
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of listless singers. It was called the "ice
~ box!" of the church. D.L.Moody came to Boston

'in 1877 and pitched a tent 300 feet from the

church. Night after night people were saved

and it changed the nature of the church. The
essage made the difference. (Comment re.
Jimmy's concern--"Preach the Bible, they won't )
know much about that!")

Some months ago I was doing some research
work as to why people attend church--what
attracts them most?

(1) Large chancel choir-yes

(2) Spacious parking/facilities-yes

(3) Nursery near the sanctuary-yes

(4) Friendly people/pastors-yes

(5) Small groups-yes

(6) But #1 attraction--THE PULPIT

™ MINISTRY ! /
Remember 1 Cor. 1:?&--preaching
pleases God! (Methodist Bishop)

III. A GREAT CHURCH GROWS ESPECIALLY IN TIME
OF TRIAL (Acts 8:1)

It was during this time of great
persecution that the Ygreat $ersecutor’ was

cony The word persecution means to
he) ‘or follow=-hakdeafier someone with the
idea o urting them. Theologically speaking,

it is a systematic attempt to surpress and
stop the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus
Chrigt.

The Smyrna Church- Rev. 2:8 The churches

in the chapter refer to 7 local churches in

~» what is now called modern Turkey They also

re-resent*J periods of « . . 7 from the
stollic to the Aposta .

e of those perlo-”
_Persecution (100 AD to 300 AD) or Martyrdom.
Smyrna was a city renowned for myrmseh, a type
of gum, extracted from thorn trees, bitter to
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taste but when crushed gave forth its
» fragrance used 1in perfumes and embalming
ingredients.
Text:
Rev. 2:9-10 - i ! - God knows what

is going on in His churches. He sees,
hears, know. (JWM-Did it ever occur to
you...)

: tion" - A reference to piling
stones on a person's chest until slowly
crushed to death (pressure).
. "Ten days" - It is generally believed
/1o “that these 10 days refer to the lOwedicts
or attempts of 10 differents-Roman.zulers
to exterminate Christianty, beginning
with; Nere (54 AD) to Diocletian (284 BC)

=200+ years of persecution!

™ Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna (155 AD) was killed
because he refused to deny his faith. A
contrast: Smyrna a poor church God called
@C:gﬁch. Laodlga a rich church God called poor.
rom its beginning, the church has endured
persecution. In Rome, believers fled to the
catacombs--underground tary in the
hillsides of the city. '

Foxe's Book of Martyrs--a must read for
the church today. A young Christian man,
married just 3 weeks was separated from his
wife. When arrested he was required to
surrender his copy of the Scriptures. His
copy burned and his eyes gouged out with hot
irons--his books of no use to him if he could

-~ nhot see--they said. Gagged, hung by his feet.
'His wife urged him to deny Christ--he refused.
(2 Tim. 3:12)

IV. A GREAT CHURCH WILL GROW BECAUSE IT IS A
LIVING”ENTITY (Acts 2:41-47)
vinc i W. The growth of the
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church must be in at least_two dlrectlons at

/ﬁ\ the same tlmg-ﬂ and down s
nu 1 go to er. i
anc it must also have a_root gxstem. The

Great Commission says [ and Yet in

?Amerlcaq.i‘ﬁ.of all Protestant chu es are 75

of less in number. National average in the

- vlowydOOts. 25% are under 35. ..3/4.are less
‘than 300. -

Charles Handy is correct—-organizations

and churches need to be both (e and Ll

(Explain) I must confess to liking big roads,
big parking lots, big facilities, big ch01r,

big ,4nursery, big budgets, big mission
programs. The only thing we don't need is a
"Mister “Big". With God there are no small
churches and no big preachers (By the way-

™ never heard a_pexrson complain--"our church is
too small!) <D 2L EC 5V S

> /¥ . . 2., Y
ings grow--dead things decézsg;é

and rot! (P. Hill--1st Baptist S.A.) (M-—?%rp

V. A GREAT CHURCH MOVES FORWARD ON ITS KNEES
AS WELL AS ITS FEET (Acts 4:31 Acts 12:5,12)
The deaderships of the church was in
danger. Satan was picking off its leaders one
at a time——sywd ; " The church
had no EExv-re STt al no . Jjuddedal
'E%ﬁaﬂiﬁﬁﬁL It eaul@ nnt keep its leaders out
Ja They had no access to Caesar's
throne--only the throne of Gmd' (Heb. 4:16)
When all doors on earth_w- = lhw?'_ :

_ heayr rom heaven. Sometlmes it takes 2 1oss
of leadership to bring a church to its knees.
The Lord does not ask us to do the best we can
for Him--He askes wus to trust Him for
direction and dymanics. (Comment Tre
S%ogan) Answers to prayer seem rare in ch

wibe s - Lt sl ¥ o . -

A 3,&’@ - all é'y“‘fﬁ L/]l/-) ;\-ruzé“&:,-\\)\ @

2. -
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~Tme
THE TASTE OF TEARS

- "EEVERAL YEARS AGO, | SAT IN THE VISITOR'S
] ROOM OF A PRISON., ACROSS THE TABLE FROM ME
SAT A YOUNG WOMAN WHO HAD BEEN INVOLVED

WITH THE_uaguﬁ_éuwlcm PEOPLE, IN THE WRONG
RAGES AND NOW SHE FOUND HERSELF ON THE
AS WE TALKED AROUT

WRONG _SIDE_OF THE | AW,
THE CIRCUMSTANCES LEADING TO HER ARREST
AND SENTENCING. SHE SAID ALMOST ABRUPTLY:
&ou MIGHT FIND IT DIFFICULT TO EELIEME
THAT THERE WAS A TIME IN MY LIFE WHEN | WAS
A FAITHFUL CHURCH MEMBER., | WENT FORWARD
IN A_REVIVAL MEET DOWN SOUTH WHEN [ wAsS
JUST A CHxLD.N ASs SHE TALKED ABOUT THAT
e € EXPERIENCE, HER VOICE CHOKED OFF WITH
fnxf;lizOTION AND HER EYES FILLED WITH TEARS. As
A
z
)

MATTER OF FACT, IT WAS DIFFICULT TO
NTINUE THE CONVERS/ QNaQEQAUSE OF THE

‘ € ; RECORDED INSTANCES
Eolte o AN 'SCRIPTURE OF us WEEPING (l) AT THE
~~ —="GRAVE OF A FRIEND - OHﬁ 2) OVER
ézfﬁ“}TDTHE CITY OF JERUSALEM - § l (HEBREws
:/ REFERS TO OUR LORD’S TEARS BUT NOT ON
A SPECIFIC OCCASION BUT RATHER WITH_REFERENCE
| 70 His INNERMOST SPIRITUAL LIFE.) ' THE
| TEARFUL SIDE” OF LIFE IS EMBARRASSING TO
| SOME BUT ENJOYABLE TO OTHERS! JODAY, WE
WILL EXAMINE SEVERAL PLACES IN THE WorD
OF GOD WHICH HAS TO DO WITH TEARFUL
EXPERIENCES., "

| [ A TEARFUL CRY FOR HELP - Mark 9:17
(A)

s

. AND A EFATHER =

N THE TEXT NOTHING TO DO

THIS BOY WAS SIMPLY

WAS GIVEN TO SEIZURES THAT CAUSED

W?‘gfaﬁﬂd

|
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HIM TO FOAM AT THE MOUTH, GRIND HIS TEETH,
LLOW ON THE GROUND,. FALLING INTO THE EIRE
D_ALSO HATER, ~ullel lEEL ONG. EXPERIENCES]

WATCHED HIM LITFRALLJ”

Y AT A TIME BEFORE TR VERY—
THE UTWEEE%W AND HORELESSNESS
OF THE SITUATION MADE IT ALMOST UNBEARABLE

FOR THIS BOY'S FATHER. REMEMBER THERE WERE
! »

S, NOT MUCH M#,NE
RN FOR PEOPLE_IN THIS

g L....__. E AND NG .—-:1--.4'-‘-“ f@n. Wele)

ICTED FATRER.

POSSESSION SEEMED TQ HAVE HIS DESTRUCTION

AS A GOAL. (VERsSe 22) THIs BOY'S FATHER

WAS AT AND EVEN JESUS' DISCIPLES

HAD TRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY TO CAST OUT THE
T ONLY ADDING TO TH

A S CH:LDREN STCK OR WELL

To JESUS CHRIST FOR HELP.)

(B) THE PROBLEM OF THE MISPLACED (ig)-
VErSEs 22-23

[T was NOT A QUESTION

HEAL BUT RATHER THE DIR
FAITH., HIS INITIAL AT

JESUS' POWER TO
ON OF THE FATHER'S

OF DQURJ AND
UNBE IS THE SAME TODAY, IT 1S NOT A
QUE3*+%N 0 A TY OR WILLINGNESS
TO HELP. [F YOUR CHILDREN

AND MINE HAD SOME TE" BLE DISEASE, WE MIGHT
BE EXERCISED TO TEARS BUT SOMETIMES PARENTS

LACK SPIRITUAL BURDEN FOR THE SALVATION
™ FOS"Sbfff""\: n 5 -
O o =
Ot Fcz Yo b ™ T |
Mi} W

. :’ ! f:? A/
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OF THEIR CHILDREN BECAUSE NOTHING SEEMS TO
BE WRONG.
™
BEQRE THEY ARE BORN, LET US
COVENANT WITH GOD THAT THE DEVIL WON'T GET
A SINGLE ONE OF THEM. Acts 16:31 AND
THE INTERESTING PHRASE asmidbiBebbiet@lSE SHOULD
BE AN ENCOURAGEMENT TOQ ALL OF US WHO HAVE
CHILDREN. (EXPLAIN) SAID
THAT HE REBELLED AGAINST-GOD IN THE EARLY
YEARS. IT WAS HIS MOTHER _TO_WHOM HE OWED
THE FIRST AWAKENING-OF-SPIRITUAL NEED AND
YERS AND PERSONAL EXHORTATION AROUSED
HIM TO DEEP CONCERN.. SPURGEON'S-EAZHER
TOLD THE STORY OF HOW HE CAME HOME ONE DAY
AND AS HE ASCENDED THE STAIRS HE HEARD THE
VOICE OF HIS WIFE IN PRAYER, QUIEILY HE
OPENED THE DOOR AND SAW HIS WIFE IN THE
-~ BEDROOM ON HER.KMEES, PLEADING FOR HER
CHILDREN AND THEIR SALVATION AND ESPECIALLY
FOP HER STRONG HILLED

[T, ALTEARFUL T0UCH - LUKE L 38 39

&= Tbntar ‘
THIS STORY CENTERS ARQUND THREE=KEY WORDb
IN VERSE 38 WEEPINGggﬂBSHINGg%EIPING.
THE WOMAN IN THIS STOPY IS CALLED

_SINNER - VERSE 37, 39. THE USAGE OF THIS
TERM DOES NOT SUGGEST THAT SHE WAS A SINNER

LIKE EVERYONE ELSE BUT RATHER IN A-SRECIAL
—MAY AND IT IS HIGHLY PROBABLE THAT IT IS A

o REFERENCE TO ORAL PRACTICES, NAMELY,
A WOMAN OFE A HARLOT. [HE FACT
THAT JESUS LET HER COME M IN PUBLIC
WAS—A—PROBLEM FOR THE PHARISEES WHO WERE
v.87% 39!/
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BIG ON CEREMONIAL .CLEANSING AND WANTED
NOTHING TO DO WITH PEOPLE LIKE THIS WOMAN!
[F THIS STORY SAYS ANYTHING IT STATES
CLEARLY THAT BIG SINNERS OFTEN MAKE THE BEST

SAINTS! A PERSON WHO IS FORGIVEN MUCH ALSO

HAS MUCH TO BE THANKFUL FOR.

MANIFESTED LITTLE OR NO INTER

WORK OR HIM PERSONALLY. EVEN THE DISCIPLES

HAD BEEN NEGLIGENT IN THE REALM OF .COMMQON
AND _GOOD _MANNERS. SOME SCHOLARS

HAVE SUGGESTED THAT WHEN A GUEST ENTERED A

HOME IN BIBLE TIMES, THREE%:ﬁfﬁﬂﬁa;}

BE DONE IN THE INTEREST ET ¥

COURTESY.

(1) THE HOST PUT HIS HANDS ON THE SHOULDER
OF A GUEST AND GAVE HIM A KISS OF PEACE.
THIS WOULD COMPARE TO A HANDSHAKE IN
OUR TIME,

(2)) A CONTAINER OF COOL WATER WAS POURED
* OVER HIS FEET TO CLEANSE THE DUST FROM
THE ROAD AND TO PROVIDE COMFORT FOR
<& HIS FEET, SOMETIMES A BIT OF FRAGRANT
INCENSE WAS USED AS AN ACT OF HONOR
AND HOSPITALITY,

(3) THE GUEST WAS GIVEN THE PLACE OF
RESPECT AT THE TABLE,

NoTicE THAI_NQMEa?E;IHESE_IHlNﬁS_HAH_BEEN
DONE_FOR Jrsus, [HE WOMAN IN QUESTION

REMEMBERED THESE THINGS - PARADOXICAL THAT
AN IMMORAL WOMAN WOULD BE SENSITIVE TO

A BREACH OF ETHICS AND COURTESY. [THIS
WOMAN HUMBLED HERSELF BEFORE JESUS. HER
TEARS OF LOVE AND GRATITUDE CONSTITUTED

AN ACT OF PUBLIC WORSHIP. OTHERS WERE
CONTENT WITH RELIGIOUS RITUAL BUT NOT HER,
NOTHING LESS THAN TOUCHING JESUS WOULD




IIR MIDDLE CLASS ‘MERICAN CHURCH
WHERE PROFESSIONALS SOMETIMES SCRATCH EACH
OTHER ON THE BACK, THERE IS A DANGER OF

AT LEAST TWO AREAS OF NEGLECT:

(1) THE TENDENCY TO_LOOK DOW CERTAIN
KINDS OF SINS EVEN-KFTERNGOD HAS
| FORGIVEN AND CLEANSED THEM. %o/
(2) ADRY-EYED APPROACH TO THE LORD:™.

\

OUR CHURCHES LOST E HING EN THE TEARS‘
A DRI BFT‘E%EUE] CHEAP, ICIAL,

CROCODILE TEARS ARE VERY DISTASTEFUL BUT

SURELY WEEPING IN CHURCH CANNOT BE RESERVED

TO PENTECOSTALS ALONE! SURELY WE NEED TO
WEEP OVER OUR SINS AND OVER OUR SAVIOUR.

II. A TEARFUL TRAGEDY - HEBREWS 12:15-17

THE STORY OF ESAU "AND JACOB, ISAAc §fsdﬁ&~>
IS WELL KNOWN. THE CENTRAL POINT OF THIS
STORY AS RECORDED IN GENESIS IS JACOB
CHANGED WHEN HE CAME INTO VITAL CONTACT
WITH Gop BUT EsAau NEVER DID. JACOB, THE
SUPPLANTER OR CROOK, BECAME ISRAEL,
A PRINCE WITH GOD AS A RESULT OF THAT
WONDERFUL ENCOUNTER WITH GOD ON THAT
MEMQRABLE NIGHT AT BETHEL. (GENESIS 28:16-19)
THECBIRTHRIGHD WAS A SACRED RESPONSIBILITY
BEFOR HELD BY THE FIRST-BORN IN THE
FAMILY. ESAU'S MATERI
LIFE MANIFESTED THE FACT THAT HIS INTEREST
o IN_ I IFF WAS SFIF-GRATIFICATION, HE WAS
A MAN OF TWISTED VALUES WHO
TGS okl ACOMMONMAY . [LLUSTRATION:

Pl idoer o 0‘5: Y v s c-/nr_s

*‘L”4L44414L
_ AUhiats , |
| }




(1)=A GROUP OF TEENAGERS STOP AT A LOCAL
STORE, BUY SEVERAL CANS OF BEER,
o SEVERAL BOTTLES OF WINE, GO TO A REMOTE
SPOT WHERE THEY CONTINUE DRINKING FOR
A WeMB PERIOD OF TIME. SOMEONE HAS
BROUGHT -DRUGS, ALONG TOO. [HEY ARE
HAVING WHAT THEY BELIEVE TO BE ”
TIME.” THE CAR IS PACKED WITH KIDS
“AND"THE BOY DRIVING IS DOING SO AT A
HIGH RATE OF SPEED., SUDDENLY HE LOSES
CONTROL OF THE AUTOMOBILE, STRIKES
ANOTHER CAR, SEVERAL INNOCENT PEOPLE_ARE
LED, [HE DRIVER OF THE CAR SURVLVED,
N THE HOSPITAL, DAYS LATER, HE LEARNS
OF THE DEAFH-OF-SEVERAL STRANGERS AND
SOME-OF HIS FRIENDS IN THE CAR “ANDHE
BEGINS-TO WEEP. HIS LIFE WILL NEVER
BE THE _SAME BUT NO AMOUNT.OF TFARS
WILL BRING THE LIVING BACK FROM THE
DEAD AND NO-AMOUNT. OF LAMENTATION CAN
CORRECT THE HORRIBLE NIGHTMARE OF A
SINGLE NIGHT OF ~lRRESRQNSIBILITY AND
w=DRUNKENNESS |

JEQ, A YOUNG LADY REJECTS THE COUNSEL OF
=~ HER PAREMNIS AND MORE MATURE_FRIENDS.
SHE INSISTS ON KEEPING COMPANY WITH
A FELLOW.WHOSE MORALS ARE QUESTIONED
/" BY ALL. I[N A MOMENT OF MORAL WEAKNESS
“_  SHE SUBMITS TO AN-ACT-THAT WILL RULN
HER LIFE... SHE BECOMES PREGNANT, HER
BOYFRIEND ABANDONS. HER. AND SHE IS LEFT
WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY OF RAISING THE

_%ﬁlLD_ﬂE_AbMANrSHEASCARLELX KNEW.,
N_THE. MIDST-OF .HER TEARS, SHE HOPES

N THAT THE ENTIRE EXPERIENCE WAS SIMPLY
A BAD DREAM FROM WHICH SHE WILL AWAKEN
AND ALL WILL BE WELL. [HROUGH HER TEARS
SHE ASKS (GOD TO FORGIVE HERE BUT THE
SCARS OF SIN REMAIN BUT NO AMOUNT OF
WEEPING WILL CHANGE THE REALITY OF LIFE.

%
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THE TEARS THAT ACCOMPANY THE TRAGEDIES OF
LIFE. SURELY WE SHOULD BE WISER AND AVERT
oY SUCH NEEDLESS EXPERIENCES. MANY YOUNG PEOPLE
‘ DO NOT UNDERSTAND

HE WH SPERS IN THE EAR WORDS LIKE
ANDEMAY BE T THEY ARE SIMPLY HIS
PELLIN EXPLAIN)

A TIME WHEN TEARS SHALL BE NO MORE -
REVELATION 21:3-4

THERE ARE TWO ’FAMILIES IN THE BIBLE.
THE ROMANS_GROU KNOWN _AS_THE JM%CH
“, (Romans 5:9,10,15,17,20)
EVELATION GROUP IS KNOWN AS_THE

REVELATION. ONE _OF THE “NO
DO WITH TEARS.

ook s .
SIGNIFICANCE.

OF THELLASL.BOQK IN THE BIBLE
SPEAKS NOT ONLY ONLY OF THE REALITY OF= éggzﬂ

HEAVEN BUT ALSO THE REALIZATION!EﬁgigiﬁﬁE;Qi\
. Gop Hims 3
THIS SITUATION.
E TELEPHONE RANG IN A PASTOR'S HOME IN
THE EARLY MORNING HOURS. IHE TROUBLED VOICE

OF A YOUNG FATHER ASKED IF THE PASTOR WOULD
COME TO THE HOSPITAL IMMEDIATELY. UPON
ARRIVAL HE FOUND HIMSELF IN THE COMPANY OF
TWO DOCTORS, SEVERAL NURSES, A FRANTIC

N MOTHER AND A DISTRESSED FATHER., IHE COUPLE'S
BABY DIED WITHIN THE NEXT FEW MINUTES.,
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WHEN THE FUNERAL DIRECTOR CAME HE WRAPPED
THE BABY IN A WHITE SHAWL AND STARTED TO
LEAVE THE HOSPITAL ROOM. AS HE DID THE
MOTHER BEGAN TO CRY AND PLEADK THAT SHE
MIGHT HAVE THE BABY WITH HER_JUSI.OQNF

THE YOUNG FATHER TURNED TO THE
PASTOR AND SAID, "WHAT SHALL WE D0?” HE
REPLIED, "LET HER HAVE THE BABY.” SO THE
LIFELESS INFANT WAS PLACED IN THE ARMS OF
THE MOTHER AND #8 PARENTS AND PASTOR SAT
THROUGH THE REMAINING PART OF THE NIGHT THIS

SEXPERLENCE LEFT AN INDELIBLE IMPRESSIQON

ON THE MIND AND SOUL OF THE-tATE"DRTROBERT
G. LEE, PASTOR OF THE BeELLVUE BAPTIST CHURCH
IN MEMPHIS, TENN. FROM THAT EXPERIENCE

AND OTHERS HE WROTE ONE_OF HIS MOST MEMORABLE
BOOKS ENTITED, FOR THE TIME OF [EARS.




RoBERT K. SPRADLING AucusT 21, 1994

"ASAPH'S ANXIETY”
N PsaLm /3

WHO wAS ASAPH? THIS IS A NEW NAME TO MOST
OF US., | HAVE NEVER HEARD OF A LITTLE BOY
NAMED ASAPH - AMOS OR ASA YES BUT ASAPH - NO.
THE WORD MEANS_COLLECTOR. (THIS MIGHT BE A
SUITABLE NICKNAME FOR MANY OF US WHO NEVER
THROW ANYTHING AWAY - <RACK = RATS") HE WAs
ONE OF THE TEMPLE CHOIR LEADERS, A " JEWISH,
¥é§éggg%ﬁggJuu§1s. HE FUNCTIONED IN THE
RING THE ADMINISTRATION OF KING DAVID,
t“ E ALSO WROTE AT LEAST A DOZEN PSALMS., HE HAD
ONS_WHO FOLLOWED HIS WORK IN THE TEMPLE BUT
- : IS NOT MENTIONED. AS A WRIIER OF
PTURE, E
Il:LAI_!:iE.iC;AME NEAR._.TO J
TIAN_WORKERS ARE-NOT-PERMITTED g o
XURA ®F BACKS 5.2 /HE FIRST TWO VERSES
WHICH ARE INTRODUCTORY TQ THE SUBJECT HE
CORRECTLY ASSERTS THAT: “GoD Is GooD.” Bap
MEN DO NOT COME TO THAT CONCLUSION! HE ALSO

KNEW TWO FACTS ABOUT THE-HUMA&Li*?M& 1(2) A
CONDITION: % HEART TVERSE

HEART = THE MORAL ISSUE®

THAT CAUSED ASAPH TO AND COME VERY
SPIRITUALLY ARE QUESTIONS SOME OF

us HAVE CONSIDERED ALSO. _HOW _A--GOOD—0OD

B V D THAT PROSRERITY WAS A SIGN
OF GOD S BLESSING AND-POVERIY WAS A SIGN OF
His DISPLEASURE. ASAPH WANTED TO BELIEVE THAT
GoD IS GOOD BUT COULD NOT RECONCILE THE

) APPARENT CONTRADICT ITH THE WAY THINGS
ND THE WAY Go IT WAS TO THIS
® PROBLEM THAT ASAPH A ESSED THIS PsALM. By

THE WAY; .:_a--‘....
THE ASSUMPTIOb THAT :m N

ANDIS WRONG_AND_UNEAIR ﬁﬂﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂ*TU;PﬁﬁﬂfT:jﬁ?
ECAUSF WF DO NOT LIKE 1O SUFFER WE ASSUME THAT
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&
SUFFERING HAS NO VALUE. (JHE STORY IS TOLD OF
A MAN WHO WHILE WATCHING AN IMPRISONED MOTH
TRYING TO ESCAPE FROM ITSWQAQQﬁN WATCHED UNTIL
#» |HE COULD STAND IT NO LONGER. HEN HIS -PATIENCE

WAS—EXHAUSTED, HE PICKED UP A PAIR OF SCISSORS
TO SNIP AWAY THE REMAINING THREADS WHICH HELD
| THE MOTH FROM ITS EXIT. WHEN THE MATERIAL HAD
| BEEN SNIPPED AWAY QUT CRAWLED AN INSECT WITH
rSHRLMELED_ﬂlNES. [T-HAD-NEVER DEVELQOPED, II
NEVER.COULD FLY BECAUSE IT WAS MALEQORMED.

j_Lﬁﬁﬁﬁu_ﬂAS_SlMELE: THE MAKING OF THE CREATURE
WAS IN THE STRUGGLE! WHERE THERE IS NO
STRUGGLE THERE IS N@ BEAUTY. S0, SOMETIMES

|

| MEN THINK THEY KNOW MORE ABOUT. LIFE THAN.GOD.

‘ I. ASAPH WAS ENVIOUS OF THE UNGODLY LIFESTYLE
($oYree e ! 7?7
- VERSES 3-16 / .

BEFORE WE “BEAT UP” ON ASAPH, PERHAPS WE
SHOULD ASK OURSELVES @ WE HAVE EVER BEEN
ENVIOUS OF THE VERY RICH? HAVE WE EVER
WATCHED "LIEESIYLES OF T [CH _AND_FAMOUS”
AND -L:ONGED" TO HAVE EXPENSIVE - , YACHTS,

_HOUSES STRATEGICALLY PLACED THROUGHOUT THE
WORLD, DESIGNER-CLOTHES AND_CASH TO BUY
ANYTHING ONES HEART COULD DESIRE? ASAPH DID -
AND PROBABLY WE HAVE TOO SOMEWHERE ALONG LIFE'S
WAY. ASAPH LISTS SOME OF THE AREAS HE
CONSIDERED:

(1) THEY SEEMED TO DIE A PAINLESS DEATH -~

VEngag=

THE WICKED SEEMED TO HAVE EVERYTHING GOING
P FOR THEM - JENEM IN DEATH, THE IDEA THAT A

“DEATH INDICATES ASSURANEE IN THE AFTER
LIFE IS NOT A SPIRITUALLY VALID CONCLUSION,
MANY OF THE SAINTS WHO HAVE FELT THE NEARNESS
OF THE LORD AT THE TIME OF DEATH STILL DID NOT
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~RELISH THE IDEA OF DYING. DEATH 1S STILL AN
- QUR LAST ONE - BUT AN ENEMY STILL AND
.~  ONE WE TEND TO FIGHT. THE POINT S, THE
-WEFCKEDARE SR TN HETR= S ~EVEN T0O FEl
-AST BREATH; HEY ARE rewﬁnnnw FOFTHE BIBLICAL
INJUNCTIONS ABOUT ETERNAL SEPARATION FROM (OD.
As AsAPH VISITED HOSPITALS AND NURSING HOMES
HE'D SEEN THE WidsD, WEAETHY AND RECKLEESS DIE
IN THEIR SLEEP EVEN WITH A PEACEFUL COUNTENANCE
HE HAD HEARD THEM SPEAK OF
WHERE THEY HAVE A-WARM.SENSE_OF
W$E%3§§;ﬂﬁ, PERHAPS SAW ASLIGHT AND A FIGURE
(E::lsi. HE END OF A TUNNEL, AND ALL SEEMED TO BE

¥) OK. ASAPH GOES ON TO SAY "THEIR STRENGTH IS
1RM”, THIS IS A REFERENCE TO THESE PEOPLE
Rhaz;_ WHO SEEM TO BE BLESSED WITH GOODSHESERH. |HEY
7% ARE TAMMED, PLAY TEMMLS. AND FROUP AROUND THE
L, WORLD IN GOOD SHAPE. ON THE OTHER HAND, SOME
~~  OF THE FINEST PEOPLE IN THE WORLD ARE CONFINED
™  TO.SICK BEDS FOR YEARS ON END. [HE CALAMITIES
OF LIFE, THE SORROWS, MISERIES. AND BURDENS OF
_ LIFE DO NOT PASS_THEM BY BUT ALL SEEM TO STOP
; HETR-DOOR. I|HEIR HOUSE BURNS, THEIR
LDREN DTE, THEY HAVE AUTOMOBILE WRECKS, THE
pl “DISASTERS OF NATURE COMPOUND AGAINST THEM.
“*31 RECITE OR RELATE STORY OF {ARLIE ENNI

(2) THEY DO NOT HAVE THE PROBLEMS THAT PLAGUE

OTHERS - VERSE 5
THE WORDS “NO PROBLEM§ SEEM TO BE THE KEY
WORDS OF THEIR LIFE. IT'S AS IF THEY LIVE A
CHARMED LIFE. THEY ARE THE UL PEOPLE
THE ENVY OF OTHERS EVEN SOME CHRISTIANS!
™ (3) THEY LIVE A PAMPERED LIFE - 4B, VERSE 7/

THE WORDSER® IS USED AS A SYMBOL OF SELF
¥NDHLGEN%E. THEY ARE THE “FAB«GAFS  OF THIS
WORLD. I|HEY HAVE MORE THAN THE HEART COULD

‘\—7 - Yy
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DESIRE. PLENTY OF EVERYTHING,
~ (4) 1IN THEM PRIDE IS ON PARADE {v. Z)

THESE PEOPLE SPEAK OERMSY AS IF THEY WERE
¥ ON ANY SUBJECT AND THAT
OULD | ISTEN TO* THE) THEY ARE THE
LS WHO SPEAK FROM A “SUPERLOR

,_IN A CONDESCENDING MANNER. wlHEY..MOCK
A;_SLN_. THEY LIVE IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF VIOLENCE
SO THAT .PRERE. AND VIOLENCE SEEMS TO BE PART OF
THEIR CLOTHING., IHEY STRUT BEFORE GOD AND MEN
WITH NO CONCERN ABOUT THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO
EITHER ONE., WHEN ASAPH LOOKED AT THEIR LIFE-
STYLE TO HIM THEY WERE LIVING THE KIND OF LIFE
“HE-WOULD-HAVE-ENJOYED. THAT CONCLUSION

BOT -":\..LngTn§HOULD| T Eron
_ I FEHAS 7 TS 8 ABOUT THE VALUE OF
(.~ GODLY LIVING - Verse 13-16

N

N ASAPH CAME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THERE
WAS™NO VALUE IN VIRTURE. THERE REALLY WAS NOT
MUCH USE IN TRYING TO LIVE A_GODLY LIFE IN AN

.%§ggggg;gggggs To HIM, THE GODLY MAN SEEMS TO
AVE EVERYTHING GOING AGAINST.HLM WHILE THE

ODLY SEEMS TO HAVE EVERYTHING GOING FOR_HJM!

N THIS REGARD HE REMINDS ME OF A MAN | MET

N A JAIL SERVICE IN INDIANA MANY YEARS AGO.

HE TOLD ME THAT HE HAD BEEN A CHRISTIAN BUT

HE HAD GIVEN IT UP BECAUSE THE [ ORD WASN'T

4-600D-TQ HIM AND EVERYTHING SEEMED TO BE AGAINST

| HIM» | ASK HIM HOW THE PEVIr WAS TREATING HIM
AT HE WAS IN JAIL! T DON'T THINK HE SAW

MY POINT OR AT LEAST HE HADN'T THOUGHT OF IT

BEFORE, )

ASAPH ACTS LIKE AW LOCKING FOR
EXPLANATIEONS TO LIFES PROBL WHEN IN REALITY
. HE 1S ARILGREM LIVING ON GOD'S PROMISES THAT
S WILL NOT FAIL. ASAPH DID NOT RESOLVE THIS
. PROBLEM ON AN INTELLECTUAL B -THERE ARE

| V/%/)

y




SIMPLY SOME PROBLEMS IN THIS WORLD THAT DO NOT
HAVE A BEBBY OR EASY -ANSWER, SOME ARE READY TO

. DISCARD THEIR FAITH SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY DO NOT

) GETLA TO ALL OF THEIR INTELLECTUAL

PROBLEMS, - How FOOLISH. HOw IMMATURE. WE DO
NOT STOP GCING TO DOCTORS SIMPLY BECAUSE
MEDICINE HAS FAILED TO DEVELOP A FINAL CURE
FOR CANCER. OQUR CHRISTIAN FAITH IS MORE AN
INTELLECTUAL GYMNASTICS. IT IS A WAY OF LIFE
WHICH ENABLES MEN TO LIVE WITH THE REALITASOF
LIFE,

IT1. ASAPH WAS JUDEE#OUS  IN HIS CONCLUSION
ABOUT THIS PROBLEM - Verses 17-23

THE WORD JUDICIOUS MEANS SOUND O N
w. ASAPH WAS WISE ENOUGH TO GO TO
AND NOT STAY AWAY FROM CHURCH IN DEALING
™  WITH THIS MATTER., A=UNIMERSIIY.CLASS ROOM HAS
1TS.PLACE BUT IT MAY NOT BE THE PLACE WHERE
ONES FAITH IS STRENGTHENED. BLSHOP'NILLIAM

TAYLOR HAS A SERMQN ENTITLED: RE
INPEBENCE -OF THE-SANCTUARY,” [T WAS IN THE

HOUSE OF GOD THAT ASAPH FOUND THE ANTIDOTE
WHICH_NEUTRALIZED, THE POISON OF BOTH TEMPTATION

AND_DOUBT BY WHICH HE H D

—SPIRITUALLY., [T IS AMAZING HOW OFTEN EETS
88 IN WORSHIP TO GIVE TRUE PERSPECTIVE TO LI
AND ITS PROBLEMS. [N THE MARKET-—RLACES OF

LIFE, WE ARE PRONE TO BUY THE WORLD'S
PHILOSOPHY AND CONCLUSIONS ABOUT MANKIND AND
GoD. AS WE SIT IN THE HQUSE OF (oD IN HIs
PRESENCE WE BEGIN TO SEE THINGS OF THIS PLANET

FROM _GOD'S PEE b HE ANSWERTTO THIS
e 2 CSEEMAS, IN THE TOTAL PICTURE. THE PHRASE
| m#) THE KE TLLIAM JAMES USED

Fo— e STORY WHICH HAS BEEN ATTRIBUTED TO
BUDDAH CONCERNING SEVERAL BLIND MEN WHO WERE

" ASKED TO DESCRIBE AN ELEPHANT. ONE GRASP THE

| ELEPHANT BY THE LEG AND SAID AN ELEPHANT WAS
LIKE A _TREE., ANCTHER FELT ITS SIDE AND SAID IT
WAS LIKE A_WALL. ANOTHER GRASP ITS_TAIL AND

>
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SAID AN ELEPHANT WAS LIKE A ROPE, THE POINT OF
THE STORY IS THA -:;;:H,G;;+“_T,";;du;u_

"E DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEM OF THE
PROSPERITY OF THE WICKED BY LOOKING AT THE
PRESENT ALONE 4 EUTURE MUST BE TAKEN INTO
CONSIDERATION \& ICH MAN DESCRIBED IN LUKE
N\ THE ENVY OF HIS NEIGHBORS
WHILE BOTH HE AND LAZARUS LIVED. HOWEVER
DEATH CHANGED THAT PICTURE AND NOT SURPRISINGLY
MAN’S ATTITUDE & IHE DX GRAZING IN THE PASTURE
MIGHT SEEM TO BE TURE OF CONTENTMENT
UNTIL ONE REALIZES AHAT THE SLAUGHTER HOUSE IS
JUST OVER THE HILL \)DURING WorLD WAR Il THE
' KAMIKAZAE WAS THE TOAST OF JAPAN. FoOR A
C A FEW WEEKS AND MONTHS HE COULD
HAVE ANYTHING HIS HEART DESIRED BUT PLEASE DO
NOT FORGET THAT HE WOULD EVENTUALLY RIDE A
™ . HUMAN-BOMR. TO HIS DESTRUCTION, You SEE, GoD
SEES THE BEGINNING AND END OF MAN'S LIFE,
ACCORDING TO THIS PASSAGE, THE UNGODLY ARE ”
CHARACTERIZED AS STANDING IN “SLIPPERY PLACES,
THE UNGODLY , MAY=BE -QFF SUDDENLY, WITHOUT
WARNING AS “SLy.7 NT ) THEIR WHOLE
EXISTENCE 1S CHARACTER AS A 74 , (W20
MEN TEND TO THINK OF EIER%%%E INT THAT ARE
UNREAL", AS IF DEATH AND E AL DAMNATION COULD
NOT HAPPEN-TFO=THEMs ASAPH'S CONCLUSION WAS
THAT HE HAD BEEN VERY FOOLISH IN HIS APPRAISAL
OF THE UNGODLY. ASAPH COMPARED HIMSELF TO A
DUMB-ANIMAL QUESTIONING THE SUPERIOR INTELLI-
GENCE OF HIS CREATOR. ASAPH REMINDS HIS
READERS THAT IN SOME RESPECTS IT IS LIKE
READING A_BQQK =-TURN.TO THEﬁLASIﬂCHARIER_QF
.  HUMAN-HISTORY AND SEE WH!
~IN THE LONG VI THAT
OVER EVIL BECAUSE on IS GOOD.
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IV, ASAPH WAS VICTORIOUS OVER HIS SPIRITUAL
o DECLINE - VErses 23-78

THE LORD PROVIDES GUIDANCE FOR TODAY AND
FOR TOMORROW., |HE PERPLEXING PROBLEMS
F LIFE ARE NOT SOLVED BY DOUBTING Gop,
COMPLAINING ABOUT LIFE’S DIFFICULTIES OR
WEIGHING THE PROS AND CONS IN ONES MIND.
AsAPH'S ANSWER WAS TO DRAW NEAR TO GOD WITH
THOSE PROBLEMS THAT SEEMED TO DEFY EASY
SOLUTIONS AND REST OUR -CASE-WITH HIM., DRAW
NEAR o Gop - E WILL NOT HURT US FOR DOING
( ELATE CHERYL AND “HURT ME IF YOU WANT
MANY YEARS AGO, WHILE A STUDENT IN BIBLE
NSTITUTE, MY WEEKEND ASSIGNMENT CARRIED ME TO
(:)Hﬁﬂhﬁﬂﬂ:ﬁﬁ&&— WITH A FELLOW STUDENT
i WHO DROVE A_PICKUP—FRUEK, HE WAS A BACHELOR
. WHO'D WORKED MANY YEARS IN THE MOUNTAINS OF
KENTUCKY. FEVERY WEEKEND AS WE TRAVELLED BACK
AND FORTH THE.B0.0OR /5 MILES TO OUR ASSIGNMENTS
TO PASS THE TIME AWAY WE WOULL SING FAVORITE
SONGS. ONE OF_HIS FAVORITES WHICH | HAD NOT
HEARD UNTIL THAT TIME WAS WRITTEN BY A _PASTOR
OF A PRESBYTERIAN CHURCE IN PASADENA, CAL.
IN THE MIDDLE OF A BUILLING PRCGRAM THE ECONOMY
WAS HIT WITH A RECESSION THAT CAUSED MANY OF
THE MEMBERS TO .DEFAULT IN THEIR_PLEDGES AND THE
LOW—FINANCIAL-STATYUS CREATED GREAT DISCOURAGE-
MENT IN THE CHURCH. WONDER OF WONDERS, THEY
BLAMED THE_PASTOE FOR LEADING THEM INTO A BUIL-
DING PROGRAM IN DIFFHEbET—FIMES. ADDED TO THIS
PROBLEM WAS THE FAILURE OF HIS WIFE'S HEALTH
WHO PASSEL AWAY AFTER A LENGTHY ILLNESS. HE
P PREACHED HIS WIFE'S FUNERAL AND AT THE END OF
THE SERMON READ THIS POEM WHICH WAS LATER SET
10 Music., "SomeTIME We’LL UNDERSTAND”
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HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHY THE UNGODLY SEEM TO
GET ALONG IN THIS WORLD WITH SMSE WHILE THE

RIGHTEOUS. _SHERER
: 0D PEQOP IEEER

PEQP PROSPER. _AND _NO
RSON 4 _A OB

0 1;“ NTet T HA A P
EH OD IS INDEED

D> BSY _IN A WORLD IN WHI,
THE USSR AR1SES,
 — .‘._kéwﬁ——;!};

”.~----—.._.. RO S AN

= T wAs GENERALLY BELIEVED IN
THAT w WAS THE SIGN OF Gop’s
S

Bty

BECAUSE WE

L i * | THAT IT _
=BESJSMUCH MALUE IN THE LIFE. \T’HE STORY
s TOLD OF A MAN WHO WAS WATCHING AN I1SONED
OTH TRYING TO ESCAPE FROM ITS COCOON, HE WATCHED
FOR A LONG TIME AND IT SEEMED AS IF THE MQTH
OULD NEVER GET BEYOND A CERTAIN POINT. FINALLY,
HE MAN'S PATIENCE WAS EXHAUSTED AND HE PICKED UP
PAIR OF SCISSORS TO SNIP AWAY THE REMAINING
HREADS WHICH HELD THE MOTH IN ORDER TO MAKE ITS
EXIT EASIER., OUT CRAWLED AN INSECT
WITH LITTLE SHRIVELED WINGS. [HAT INSECT NEVER
DEVELOPED, NEVER DID FLY FOR IT WAS MALFORMED,

ll. 'EN COMPLAIN

AGAINST THE ORD WHEN ALL THE TIME HE IS WORKIN
OUT IN US A PLAN WHICH WILL BE FOR OUR SE}ELIHA

PROSPERITY OF THE WICKED HAD CAUSED
V.Z. COME NEAR TO SLIPPING SPIRITUALLY,
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I. THE _ANXIETY QF A&AP? OV§Q THE PROSPERITY

- [HE WICKE
) IN THI M, WE ARE INTRODUCED TO A_NEW WRITER
NAMED@ SOME FOLK BELIEVE THAT WROTE
MOST OF PSALMS BUT IN REALITY HE ABOUT
&HALE OF THEM. IS KNOWN THAT HE WROT BUT

THERE ARE ABOUT,

DAVIDTS TLE
E ETHAN "AND HERMAN. HRON,
aLE 'WHICH STAGGERED ASAPH S MIND

GODU Yo PEORLE - TO--SUF FER . WAS
ESE ié% -V.4-/2
@ THE IDEA THAT ASGUEBSRERNE !NDICATES ASSURANCE
owd IN THE IS NOT NECESSARILY SCRIPTURALLY
VALID.‘é¥E§%£éE§E THAT MANY OF THE SAINTS W40
HAVE FELT THE AT THE TIME
OF DEATH HAVE STILL NOT RELISHED THE IDEA OF

LEAVING LOVED ONES BEHIND.
HE POINT

IS THAT MANY OF THE .C
Sl EVEN TO THEM HEY WERE <LGNORANT
OF THE SCRIPTUR T MEN OUTS]IDE OF LHRIST
WILL SPEND ETERNITY APART FROM (oD, HESE SAME

PEOPLE SEEM TO BE BLESSED WIT

1S EIRM." THINK MANY
WHO HAVE NO REGARD FOR 0D AND

E I THER,RERSONALLY
N THE OTHER HAND, SOME
"I'VE EVER KNOWN HAVE BEEN
CONFINED TO FOR YEARS UPON END. |HE
ADVERSE CALAMITIES OF LIFE SEEM TO PASS THEM BY;
THE SORROWS, MISERIES, AND BURDENS WHICH PLAGUE
OTHERS SEEM TO PASS THEM.

S_AND ABMRELES WH]CH

HE BELIEVES TO HAVE BEEN Y. HIMSELF AND GOD
IS NOT IN HIS THOUGHTS., SEEMS TO BE

" Q@REDD. [S PART OF H] SliAkEglP; 1T
7)4¢ )1's AS MUCH A PART OF HIM AS_CLOTHING. THE UNGODLY
IS PROUD OF HIS




OING AGAINST |
@ NOT e

" OF THEM UB EVERY NIGHT FOR MANY YEAR HE HAD
CANCER. ONE PROBLEM AFTER ANOTHER.
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PART OF HIS LIFE BUT IT NEVER SEEMS TO COME
HEAR ENOUGF T$ HURT; GENERALLY, THEY DO THE
; OF T?EIR BEING IS IN AN ENMLRON-
ﬁgglngﬁ_%ﬁﬂLﬁucE. HIS IS PART AND PARCEL OF
O KNOWS NO RESPECT FOR GoD. IN VERSE
ZHE CARRIES THE IDEA OF THOSE
HEY AS IF THEY
WERE THE

CT_AND_THAT
GOD SHQULD LISTEN TO THEM,

THEY ARE THE

S WHO SPEAK FROM W‘N AND
R,  VERSES Y9-11 SUGGEST
RAVED . G D MEN,
CLATDE® MEN

OMES TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THERE IS

E TRYING TO LIVEJLJEﬁE#LLJEE
E_REMINDS ME OF A MAN | MET IN

A JAIL SERVICE

o INDIANA SOME YEARS AGO WHO
|SAID HE HAD BEEN N BUT HAD GIVEN IT
HUP. E SAID THE ANT

He

JEVIC WAS TRE »
jHWHAT [ MEANT, ?w“‘
F

E'D NEVER THOUGHT OF THAT
ILLED WITH* THE
: ELATE CON-

TAVE A DAUGHTER WHO KEPT ONE

MULTIPLE QPERATIONS; - SICK OR LONG
OF TIME. RELAT OR APTIST
ULLETIN OF MISSIONARY.&TM RENE r ALso,

RELATE EXPER ENCE OF SEL
\ CCORDING 10 -=ﬂil" KSABH

mum NOT RE PROBLEM O PROSRER
aeam ; . |HERE

- PROE EMS - RLD WHICH DO NOT
HAVE AN OR. ANSWER' SoME
ARE READY TO DISCARD THEIR FAITH SIMPLY BECAUSE

Y

PN THEY DO NOT GET
LECTUAL _PROBLEMS. HOW FOOLISH. WE DO NOT STOP
GOING. TO DOCTORS SIMPLY BECAUSE MEDICINE HAS
FAILED TO DEVELOP A FINAL CURE FOR CANCER.
/ CHRISTIAN FAITH IS MORE THAN INTELLECTUAL
\k

A
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.axuuéééggs IN A PHILOSOPHY CLASS, IT-IS A WAY
OF LIFE WHICH ENABLE MEN TO WRESTLE WITH THE

REALITIES OF LIFE,

II. THE ANSWER OF ASAPH TO THIS PERPLEXING
PB__V117_22

THE PERPLEXING QUESTION OF THE UNGODLY WHO

PROSPER CAME IN HEN ASAPH MADE
HIS WAY TO THE HE UNIVERSITY

CLASSROQM, THE IS NOT NECESSARILY THE

PLACE WHERE %W; THAT
IS RESERVED FOR THE HOUSE OF (oD, LEASE

NOTICE THATr SAPH HADA

"BisHop W1

I-T-As.a..saw - Ik TAM Tay
HAS A SERMON ON THIS VERSE ENTITLED,

\ AN ARY." IT WAS I
THE HOUSE OF GOD THAT

R PN L - A S
-———————“—-—.

ASAPH FOUND THE‘

LOR
N

"

WL AU BEEN _AlLNMbot—ES TRUYEL

AMAZING HOW OFTEN GOD MEETS T
N

WE SIT IN THE HOUSE OF GOD AND COME INTO HIS
?R%éENCE THAT WE BEGIN TO SEE FROM HIS PERSPEC
I

WE ARE PRONE TO BUY

QSORHY AND COME TR THELR-LO
MANKIND AND (0D, T IS ONLY AS

THe Answer Is In THe TotAL Prctuge - V. 17

[/

THE PHRASE
TELL A STORY

CGEIR EWD".  WILLIAM JAMES USED TO
TTCH HAS BEEN ATTRIBUTED To BUDD

AH.

CONCERNING .SBLEBA.I_B.I.LND.M.EDL ASKED TO DESCRIBE
AN ELEPHANT. UNE GRASPED THE ELEPHANT Y THE LEG

AND SAID AN ELEPHANT IS LIKE NOTHER
GRASPED THE ELEPHANT BY, TALL. AND SAID AN

%LE?SQNT IS LIKE A.RQRE HE POINT OF THE STO
S T

WICKED BY LOOKING AT THEI THE
F MUST EE TAEEN INTO CONSIDERATION, THE
- UKE MIGHT HAVE BEEN ENVIED COM

AW 5 Oy m - e N.
: tAZARUS AND . HI RTY. HOWEVER, AFTER

DEATH THE PICTURE -CHANG GRAZING IN
PASTURE FIELD- WOULD SEEM TO BE THE PICTURE OF
CONTENTMENT AND YET THE SLAUGHTER HOUSE IS JUS

RY

OF IT AND NEITHER WILL WE
UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEM OF THE PROSPERITY OF_THE

THE
T
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HE UNGODLY , MAYeuB OFF AND JWITHOUT
% JARNING A m"'r-r.mv ECCORDING TO VERSE

5

OVER THE HILL. DURING WORLD War 11 ¥HE KAMI-—>
KAZE PILOT WAS THE TOAST OF JAPAN T WOULD BE
EASY TO FORGET EHAT IN A FEW MONTHS® HE WOULD BE

OD SEES THE BEGINNING AND THE
END $F A MAN'S LIFE. WE HEED TO GET THAT VIEW-
POINT.

B. !HE !MMINENI Dancer OF THE UNGopLY -

"

"

IS VERY SUGGESTIVE.
ROAD IN THE CREEK.

THE PHRASE H
RELATE WALKING THROUGH

U THE WORD KDREBAMS SUGGESTS THAT MEN THINK OF

ETERNITY IN Tk RMS OF

IN

VERSE THAT HE HAD BEEN VERY IN_
HIS REACTION AND APPRAISAL OF THE UNGODLY. THIS
IS OFTEN THE CASE THAT OUR PROBLEMS INTELLECTUAL
AND OFHERWISE ARE FOOLISH WHEN SUBJECTED TO THE
SEARCHLIGHT OF Gob’s WoRD. ASAPH THINKS OF HIM-#"
SEKF ASW QUESTIONING THE SURERLOR
§ REATOR SAPH, LIKE THE
.q;ma n Q-, TURNED TO THE LAST CHAPTER
HAS ALREADY WRITTEN IN HUMAN HISTORY.
113 FEOPLE WILL BE VINDICATED IN THE
TORALITY WILL PREVAIL.

ITI. THE ASSURANCE OF ASAPH CONCERNING T
E - Vl 23_ 8
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; GoD AND
O I\

BLE 1HE WICK

THE LORD WILL PROVIDE” ANDX =
P.LHLELIII.IRE. HE PERPLEXING PROBLE
i

IFE CANNOT BE SOLVED BYBQUBLING GOD OR
EELALﬂéNﬁ OR WEIGHING THE PRQS AND LONS IN O
APH'S ANSWER WAS SIMPLY T

ICH SE

1%2%#%5&%@?’ ANY YEARS AGO UDENT IN

ITUTE MY WEEKEND ASSIGNMENT CARRIED

ME TO HARLAND COUNT WITH A FELLOW
STUDEN . HE wAs A

ACHELOR THAT HAD WORKED IN THE MOWNFALNS OF

. ALMOST EVERY WEEKEND

AS WE WOULD=S3NG.HYMNS TO PASS THE TIME OF TRAVEL
HE WOULD SING HIS FAVORITE. YEARS LATER [ DIS-
COVERED THAT THE AUTHOR OF THE HYMN HAD BEEN

A PASTOR OF A_PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PASADENA,
CALIFORNIA., IN THE MIDDLE OF A BUILDING PROGRAM
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