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LAUGHTER? | 02 Segt . &é

ECCLESIASTES 3:

Qi
) SCIENIISIS HAVE DISCOVERED Ti :i£g§515§:5g§£
~A_PROEOOND_EEFECT ON_THE _HUMAN _BODY

REDUCES TENSION, RELAXES THE TISSU S,AND

' T HAS BEEN

SXERCISES THE MOST VITAL _QRGANS
SAID THAT%IS BENEFICIAL BOTH MENTALLY

AND PHYSI KNEW THE WORTH OF
LAUGHTER WHEN HE H HE WORL

LAUGHS WITH YOU; WEEP AND YOU WEEP ALO|
REJOICE AND MEN WILL SEEK YOU;—GRIEVE AND THEY

JURN-.AND..GQ, THEX_NANI_EULLWMEASURE_QE_xauR

P \ /OUR...1
SOMEONE HAS WELL SAID THAT (BNEXTESEFOENMEN 1S

SEEN IN THE FOLLOWING QUESTION A
YOU MAKE OTHERS LAUGH? - THERE ARE SOME PEOPLE
WHO, WHEN THEY JOIN A GROUP, MAKE OTHERS

HAPP% FOR SIMPLY HAVING BEEN THERE., BY
Y CONTRRST, THERE ARE OTHERS WHO LIKE A WET

/BLAN.KEJ' BLACK CLOUD, OR COLD WATER, SEND A
—- =" CHILL OR DEEP DEPRESSIQN ON ANY MEETING,
Mﬁ\/ﬁ OTHER@IMPLY CARRY SUNSHINE WHEREVER THEY

GO, ? SOME PEOPLE
LOSE IR TEMPER AND COMPOSURE WHEN LAUGHED
AT, TRUE TEST OF HUMILITY IS OFTEN SEEN
IN THIS REGARD. YOU LAUG YO

SELE? IT 1S A GREAT GIFT TO SEE.ONE'S SILLI-
MNESS AT TIMES, WE ARE TOO OFTEN PeMRQOUS AND
RIDICULOUS AND LAUGHTER AT ONESELF MAY BE A

AND GREATNESS,

:u»:i:m-.-‘Blil*'-f-\'m--.r AT —MNET—A

‘oéRlsom REMINDS US: ESTAMENT,

WHEN PEOPLE LAUG IT IS SELDOM A PLEASANT
S THE LAUGH OF INCRED TY, LIKE
" THAT OF ARAH, OR , LIKE THAT OF

NEHEMIAH'S ENEMIES, T WOULD SEEM THAT FAR
MORE IS-SALR_QEEE%égg THAN OF LAUGHTER IN THE
BiBLE., LAUGHTE NE OF THE.GREAT DISTING-

==LLLSHING.TRAITS OF MANKIND AS OPPOSED TO THE

NIMAL WORLD, !HE OVERRIDING WORD IN THE NEw

ESTAMENT IS INSTEAD OF LAUGHTER WHI
WOULD SUGGEST AT WHERE THERE.ILS A?ED

M
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OFT-ASKED QUESTION 1S: CHID e
To BE SURE, THE BIBLE PICTURES T P
OF , BUT IT IS UNIHINKABLE TO SU T
) THAT OUR EORD DID NOT SMILE, OR HAVE-DEER_JOY
AND | e
THOSE WHO PROFESS 10 KNOH TIIH.—WiF RS 1T
BENEATH THEIR DIGNITY TQ [AUGH, OR WHO SEEM
TO HAVE BEEN WEANED ON ALUM OR SOME OTHER
, ONE MIGHT GET THE_MISTAKEN
THAT JESUS WAS A SOLEMN,~SQUR_MAN.
IT 1S MY OPINION THAT THIS CANNOT BE CORRECT.
(RELATE STORY OF NEW CONVERT WHO WAS ASKED IF

HE THOUGHT ESUS THE REPLY WAS !
W, BUT HE SURE FIXED ME SO

c ULD ET US LOOK AT THREE AREAS FOR CON-

SIDERATION ON THE SUBJECT OF LAUGHTER:

[ ' E_ANL E -
ENEsIs 18:12-15, Z21:

PROMISED ABRAHAM THAT HE WOULD HAVE AN

AND THAT WOULD BE THE MOTHER OF THE
AND THE BEGINNING OF T|

HNALLON, OWEVER, AS THE.XEARS SLIPPED BY, AND
ALL NATURAL PROCESSES BEGAN TO FADE, IT SEEMED

IMPOSSIBLE AND,LNQQ&EQQEE&%&; FOR SARAH TO
7JTNCE§VE-ﬂND BEAR A SON, IT WAS AT THIS POINT

THAT OARAH TOOK MATTERS INTO HER OWN HANDS

AND SOUGHT—A-RHYSICALSSGEIREON TO A SPIRITUAL
PROBLEM, NAMELY SHE ENCOURAGED ABRAHAM TO HAVE
A SON BY HAGAR, HER HANDMAIDEN. IN TIME, THIS

HASTY AND ~ADVISED SOLUTIQN TO THEIR PROBLEM
WOULD HAUNT OSARAH,

A. THE LAUGHTER OF UNBELIEF - GENESIS 18:12-15

WHEN GOD ANNOUNCED THAT SARAH WOULD HAVE A SON,
IT SEEMED SO INCREDIRLE AND LMGGG&LﬁLE THAT
HE—AUGHER—TINWARBIY—IN_"UNBELT! ER
—=LAUGHTER WAS KNOWN TO GOD, EVEN THOUGH THERE
M WAS NO=RUTWARD_EXPRESSIQN OF THAT UNBELIEF.
SARAH WOULD LEARN THE LESSON THAT WH&T-

_PROMISES <HE WEEL-P0 AND_APPARENT BARRLERS DO
‘\\‘ |
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NOT CHANGE THAT PROMISE. yTSTION EVERY
/. MAN NEEDS TO ASK H{MSELF IS'
HARD-EQR.IHE.LQRD

. —

QE~{¢ ESPECIALL

RARR . (CoMPARE
)--9 SAAC WAS BORN ACCORDING
] AND ACCORDING TO THE

STOP THE PROMISE OF ﬂéo :
AFTER GOD GAVE THE PROMISE, IT WAS EULFILLED,

B. THE LAUGHTER OF RELIEF - GENESIS 21:6

THE WORD LSAAC MEANS"LAUGHgER".' THIS PLAY ON
WORDS WOUTD TNDICATE THAT
-£¥MNEED.§O.BELIEE, AND THAT HEE DI
AEEE . HE HADSLEARNED THALN
HARD=FOR (6D

STORIES ARE ENCOURAGING TO THE
GENERALLY EXPECT
M )

\ - YEARS O IME_SHE GAVE BIRTH TO
GI HT INTO

ARAH® S_LIFE OF EA IH, SARAH DIED AT AND
Y KNOWLEDGE IS THE ouax;ammam WHO y

AND ARE MENTTONED IN THE LE!

STORY 1 'PORTANT FOR MANY REASONS, BUT

BOTH ABRAHAM AND
SCRIPTURE THAT LeB=7

ARAH REMIND TH READERS OF
{ WE HAVE BASED

JMiL_LS_IHLS_LMRQRIANI_IQ_HS

OUR ETERNAL DESTINY AND WELL-BEING ON THE

PROMISE OF Gob,

IT, G \ D DEITY -
ESALM E:E

THE SCENE IN Psawm 2 1s FOR

A THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD. HIS PASSAGE DE-
SCRIBES THEGREATEST GRESTS: [N _HUMAN HISTORY

=CONCERNED , ' HE NATIONS

_ OF THE WORLD HAVE M % FORCES IN
™ THE MIDDLE EAST IN AN AREA SOME MILES LONG
WHERE APPROXIMATELY WILL

| GATHER FOR _EARTH_S _EINAL-HOLOCAUST! ACCORDING
\\‘ Yy




EGIN WITH THE TE SMEEF OC TH
ARMIES REPRESENTING THE NATIONS
THE WORLD WILL P

(ZECHARIAH 12:2-3, EPHANIAH 5: o)
WILL BE THERE, ALONG WITH THE OTHER
IN THE WORLD,
-_E’*'j::;.._._ .-._.---—..:-‘5:.-._!'...-__ oK A
Att: ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURE,
THAT TINY NATION WILL BE DESECRATIED, THE CITY

OF JERUSALEM_CAPTURED, THEJNEALIB,OF THE CITY
CONEILSCATED AND L FFT IN RUINS, F COURSE, THE

_%Fl_ﬁ% OF THIS W.H.Q.I_ES.&LE_MEMENT OF THE NATION‘:
H WORl;ID AGAENST OD WILL BE THE _.SECOND
N LNVA \ B

. SOMEONE HAS CALLED IT
REVELATION19 11,

SALM SPEAKS OF A KIND OF BANDLNG_TOGETHER
CQNSPIRACY. FOR €%l INTENT OF THE NATIONS AS

@ "TAEY GATHER IN ONE JUNIELED.QUICRY AGAINST (OD.

i

-ﬁm TO™DENOUNCE _ANYTH'IN'G‘————OTHAT PEAKS
LOMMUNISM SAYS THERE 1S(
S

AUGE HE

RATHER OF 1 HE PICTURE OF ONE SITTING

IN LIGHT OF SUCH MOMENTOUS ON EARTH

SUGGESTS Amwlmﬁﬁﬁmw
N IROL.OF N OTHER WORDS,

THE UNDERCURRENT OF THE NATIONS BREAKS INTO

éPEN HOS|§|_] X AS THEY PLOT HOSTILE ACTIONS
GOD. PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THAT TWO OF

HE PRINCIPLE NATIONS OF THIS WORLD, NAMELY
ﬁussxa AND CHINA, ARE NATIONS WHOSE OFFICIAL
F

, HE
ALM SPEAKS OF THESE EFFORTS TO HRO" OFF

T, TO DO AWAY WITHe=BRLNE _CON-

MUCH AS IN THE CASE OF THE WORLD BEFORE

THE GENESIS FLOOD, AFTER SETTING THIS SCENE,

SCENE SEMEFES FROM _EARTH TO HEAVEN, WHERE

S mes l‘—-_.--‘;‘_;"-'“' e 3% e e A VES

LAUGH IS NOT THAT OF

WHEN MAN _DQES HIS BEST TO THWART THE INFLUENCE

1E AND LOOKS
DOWN FROM HEAVEN WITH_HLﬁEAiN AND~SCORN AT MAN’
FEEBLE ATTEMPT TO THRUST GOD FROM THE EARTH.
SOMEONE HAS| SUGGESTED THAT ONE REASON GOD LAUGHS
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.~ 1S BECAUSE
M BE_VICTORIOUS of EARTH

[HE EXTENT OF THE DESECRATION
IS DESCRIBED IN GRAPHIC TERMS IN VERSE 9. THE
APPEAL TO THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH 1S TO "K1sS

D THE SoN" o RITY OR ELSE BE
—BROUGHT TO JUDGEMENT BEFORE HIM.,
I11. F UNHAPPY HE -
ROVERBS 14:

THE WORD IN THE TEXT CARRIES WITH IT

THE IDEA 0 PAIN ﬁwﬁ PENETRATING
SQRROY, THE APPEARS QUTWARD-
INWARDLY THERE IS BITTERNESS

AND DEEP .SORROW. WHILE THE FACE MAY REFLECT
, THE SOUL BEARS GREAT
OME THE SHGHEST_RAID MEN IN THE WORLD ARE
<GoFEsrmsNs, [|EN PAY LARGE SUMS OF MONEY TO
OTHER MEN IN ORDER THAT THIS GROUP OF MEN MIGHT

MAKE.THEM LAUGH., [T 1S THE REPLAY OF THE OLD

™ CQURT WJESTER IDEA OF MEDLEVAL TLVES. Yeg
THOSE VERY MEN BENEATH THE EXTERIOR ARE SOME-

Dr. TIMES THE AND MOSE-DISSARESEESD. IEN
0 WANT TO KNOW THEY CAN REALLY BE HAPPY W]TH-
4=~ OUT AND_WITHOUT KNOWING GoD., IT
H-1 , 1S MY BELIEF THAT HARPINESS \
o MAN. HE MAY FIND

Y BUT IT IS-A-EADING FEATURE

BECAUSE MAN IS SO CONSTITUTED THAT

T ALL
OTHER SATISFACTIONS ARE REALLYfﬁEﬁEﬂ_ﬁuBSII
JUEES.  |HERE IS MORE TO LIFE N THE HERE AND
Now. THERE IS AN

EMEIIN \ THE HUMAN_SOUL CANNOT BE SATISFIED
WITH MA;ﬁRiAL_:u4N§§.ALnuE, OR IN THE WORDS OF
JEsus, "MAN CANNOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE”., MaAN

WAS MADE BY (GOD AND CAN NEVER FULLY REST UNTIL
HE RESTS IN THE SAVIOR. h& SUGGESTS

™ THAL AN AUTOMSBIIE, WITH"ACL OF TT5_—RINE-TUNED

—EQUIRMENT, WILl NOT RUN ON . IT WAS MADE
IO RUN ON _GASODLINE AND WILL NOT FUNCTION

\ Y
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PROPERLY UNTIL GASOLINE IS USED. A wAs
>  DESIGNED TO _FIND EULFILLMENT IN EELLOWSHIP
WITH GoD MARRED THE_DESIGN AND RUINED
OWSHTP, SO THE CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE

IS SIMPL OBLEM

BY Fl%gfﬂ T IN A PERSONAL RELATION-

HE WHO BEL S ALL NEVER
HIR OHN HEN ONE DISCOVERS
ESUS CHRIST AS LORD AND SAVIOR, HE FINDS AN
AN ION, A SPIRITUAL
; WHI NOTHINGE%EL IN TH] LD
CAN DUPLIEATE. *{(RELATE BiLLY GRAHAM'S STORY
ABOUT HENRY=FERD FIXING HIS OWN PRODUCT. |HE
GOD WHO MADE US BNOWS WHAI 11 TAKES TO BRING
ROVERBS 14:12

_SATISFACTION, ) IS A FITTING
CONCLUSION TO THIS THEME. WHEN MAN HAS TURNED
TO EVERY SPRING OR.SDHEEE F—EARTFHEY-—SAT

FACTION, HE= ONEY- COME—U E—EMPTY-AND HMEAN-
CHRIST ALONE CAN QULET THE DISSATLS-

INOEESS:
FACTION OF A HEART AND BRING REAL PLRPOSE AND
0 MEANING TO LIFE,

fQC_.ZQS. 3 /I ——“_‘_énn'? e %u'r 4(”7(-'.
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RY HIS GPACE

PRoMANS 3:21

"IANKIND 18 DROWE%ING IN A SEA OF SIN, [|HE VIORLD,
IN ITS MAN IS BUSILY ENGAGED IN
TEACHING ngﬁ§%1§%+HﬁTLﬁﬁﬁﬂu§. " DROWNRING PERSON
DOES NOT NE NG_LESSON_ HE NEED§_$ ﬁﬁEE
TO WHICH HE MAY C | IN THE EIBLE; THAT R OF
RESCUE IS CALLED% AECENTLY, ! PURCHASED A
SET OF BOOKS ENTIT v

EXHAUSTIVE STUDY OF ALL OF THE MAJOR WORDS OF THE
BIBLE. [|HE WORD GRACE IS FASCTNATING, LT COMES
FROM A GREEK WOR FROM WHICH WE GET OUR
ENGLISH WORD cuaﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁglﬁﬁaAcE 1S RELATED .TO WORDS
IKE FAVOR, BE : SS, GRAT , AND TFAVOR,
N THE “WORLD O THE WORD SOCIAL
S IS USED St HOSE
M 3 NG TO M, CO Y, POl ND .
T RELATES TO THOSE SOCIAL AME ES OR AMIARIE
CHARACTERISTICS Wi

¥ ARE NOT SAVED FROM sxm
Y | ) WWICH
MAYBE EXTRACTED AND USED FOR BETTER PURPOSES,
ARE SAVEU'EEtihSE OF [0DS FAVOR TOWAR . GRACE
IS SIMPL NG OR RESPONDING TO MANS
..rDESPERAT
R

ORITI ' W ESERTED TO FRICA AND

JOINED A PORTUGUESE SLAVE TRADING VESSEL. ''HILE
SERVING ON THE CREW THIS_PARTICULAR SAILOR SUFFERED
A GREAT DEAL OF ABUSE, [|HERE WERE MANY SINFUL
ACTIVITIES AT SEA AND ONCE HE WAS KNOCKED OVERBOARD
AND WAS SAVED ONLY BECAUSE THE CAPTAIN SPEARED HIM
WITH A HARPOON _WHICH LEFT A HIDEOUS SCAR TA{E REST
OF HIS LIFE, LVENTUALLY THIS BRITISH SAILOR WAS
SAVED AND WROTE ONE OF THE BEST KNOWN AND MOST

ELOVED HYMNS DEALING WITH THE SUBJECT oF GRACE =
A | JOHN NEWTON WAS THE AUTHOR OF ' ATER
ON IN HIS CHRISTIAN EXPE”IENCE WEWTON SALD THAT “HEN

HE GOT TO HEAVEN HE WOULD WONDFR AT THREE THINGS:

—
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(1) HE voULD WONDER AT THE MANY PEOPLE WHO YERE
THERE THAT HE DID NOT EXPECT TO SEE THERE. (2) lE
WOULD WONDER AT THE MANY PEQPLE HE EXPECTED TO SEE
THAT DIDN'T MAKE IT. (5) U!'E WOULD VONDER MQST OF
ALL THAT HE HIMSELF HAD MADE IT AVEN, SEVERAL
YEARS AGO, | DISCOVERED SEVERAL(;géggglN THE BIBLE
RELATING TO THE WORD GRACE., |HESE-We®DS °PROVIDE
AN OUTLINE FOR OUR CONSIDERATION OF THIS VNNDERFUL
IORD,

I. GRACE TO SAVE - EpHESIANS %&8,
( Oonowo s A AN _)
IN OUR TIME, MANY PEOPLE ARE HUNG UP ON THE
IDEA THAT FEELINGS ARE PARAMOUNT IN THE WORK OF
SALVATIOﬁf'sﬁ*ﬂ?TUﬂVﬂﬂﬂf'ﬁéé¥8“ﬂIS ETERNAL WELL-BEING
ON WILL NOT ONLY NEVER PE SAVER-HELLLL
ﬂé¥$§§2§§€§ﬁ;ﬁﬁ;ﬁp. CHRIST | CL EMPTINESS

SOUL AND THIS IS DONE BY FAITH AND
NOT BY FEELING, FAITH IS NOT SOMETHING WE DO BUT
RATHER IT IS BELIEVING SOMETHING HE DID,
 MCCORDING TO THIS VERSE WORKS ARE NOT THE oF
OUR SALVATION BUT THE RESYULT NF SALVATION, OSIMPLY
STATED THIS VERSE SAYS “pep=mp=mpE=SAVED EY GRACE

F ) FORNOEEING, E . (THE sTORY 1S
‘#8§B§*§%UT A PREACHER NEﬁ@BE*ENRY 'IOREHOUSE 1110

PREACHED IN MMERICA A FEW GENERATIONS AGO. ©NE DAY
HE CAME ACROSS A SMALL BOY CARRYING A PITCHER OF
MILK FROM THE LOCAL STORE. '"HILE HE WATCHED THE BOY
SLIPPED AND FELL RROKE THE PITCHER AND BEGAN TO CRY,
THE SYMPATHIC PASTOR ATTEMPTED TO PUT TJE PIECES
BACK TOGETHER ONLY TO WATCH THEM FALL APART AGAIN,
BECAUSE THE BOY WAS SO FEARFUL OF A WHIPPING
"lOREHOUSE ACCOMPANIED HIM TO THE LOCAL STORE WHERE
THEY PURCHASED A NEW PITCHER FILLED WITH MILK AND
THE BOY WENT ON HIS WAY., ''HEN ASKED IF HE “A§ AFRAID
OF GETTING A WHIPPING MNOW, THE BOY REPLIED: "No SIR,
BECAUSE THE PJITCHER | HAVE NOW IT BETTER _THAN THE ONE
1™ (uyr BROKEN LIVES WERE IN A HOPELESS
' ATTEMPTS TO HELP
ABUT GRACE GIVER A ¥EW LIFE
WS A HELPFUL LD TESTAMENT

AND HELPLESS-CONDITION
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IT. GRACE TO STAND - Romans 5:2
THIS VERSE SPEAKS OF THE BELIEv:PﬁﬁgegﬁELQEhOR
IN CHARIST BY THE GRACE OF 10DrL YE WERE
BUT NOY WE AREEﬁuwgdﬁégT. S TH
OR REALM IN Wi ACC i
3 ENAECES™US TO IN THE PRESENCE OF "0D,
(GRACE 1S THE SOI AN%IQEEha:E 0 F=OPe=gDalaRed AL
D ENT, BELIEVER IS NOT A KIND OF
W PROPPED UP IN CHURCH ON CuNDAY
MORNING TO MAKE A GOOD APPEARANCE. HE DOES NOT
STAND IN THE_STRENGTH OF HIS.QUN HUMAN ARI| ITY OR
RESOURCES, [HE BELIEVER HAS_NEMLIEF, guzﬁaiéT,
BITS AND HOPE ALL BECAUSE OF GRACE. ''HEN %
T OF QUR STAND RACE ONE IS REMINDED
OF THE PICTURE
I[TI., GR - II TimoTuy 2:1
_ A . H IS GRACE.
@ IHis CONTRAST WITH ONES OMN L 1M1 TED STRENGTH.

IHE WORD €TRONG ®S USED S':V':”!‘.h PLACES IN THE HEW

[ESTAMENT, ! 0.97, Romans L:27-THE BIBLE SAYS
ABRAHAM WAS STR S EXACTLY THE
QPPOSI

E WEBK.L*.EA%%
EpHESIANS 6:17, PHILIPPI 1> - THE BELIEVER IS
TO FIND HTS'STRENGTH IN THE GRACE THAT IS IN THE

Lorp JESUS CHRIST. UPS IS A GENERATION WHICH SEEMS
TO EMPHASIZE SP AND THE

‘HICH D QP I
S THAT "

ROBLEM CONS “FOR
ALE‘ETQENGTﬁE*%uNEED TO LIVE THE uHRISTIAN LIFE IN
JESus=€mesT, (AN OLD TESTAMENT ILLU 0

TRENGTH AND COURAGE IS RECORDED IN
HE CHURCH SHOULD BE INTERESTED IN FLEXTN 3
M‘R?MUSCLES AND MOVING INTO THE DEVILS
TERRITORY TO ACCOMPLISH SPIRITUAL VICTORIES, QuURr
CHURCHES HAVE BECOME HOSPITALS FOR SUFFERING SAINTS

INSTEAD OF ARSENALS WHERE THEY MAY COME AND RELOAD
AND GO OUT TO BATTLE AGAIN FOR OUR BLESSED LoRD,
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IV. &R 5 - CoLosSIANS 3:16

EAL OF EFFORT IS WADE IN OUR CHURCHES TO SING
AND TO MINISTER IN MUSIC IN A CORRECT TECHNICAL

S [ NOT ONLY APP ATE THIS ATT
AM FOR IT ONE HUNDRED_ééﬁégﬁg l'ovEy

Wi ARND N~ .

IMPERATIVE THAT IN OR IN SO OR

MALL GROUP WORK ONLY AVE E PARTIC TE,
HAT DOES THE s NO TTER HOW VWELL TRAINED
HIS VOICE MAYB J SAY ABOUT THE GRACE OF f0D

ALL SINGING IN THE CHURC!H IS NOT NECESSARILY TO THE

AUDIENCE BUT RATHER_TO THE ! SOLOS, DUETS,

GROUPS AND CHOIRS Sl SCIOUS OF THE

SCRIPTURAL CONTENT OF THEIR MUSIC AND THE SPIRITUAL
(™ MINISTRY OF MUSIC, S | ETHING

T0 = maw—---mT\AmwlﬂlllﬂiIi (

L EER
P, IHE bIBL F INL
I S NOT A MINISTRY IT IS NOT NECESSAR
Bl LN

RCH!
V,  GRACE TO SPEAK - CoLoSSIANS !1:6
NOTHING GETS_THE BELIEVER INTN Tgﬂuﬁkﬁgﬁﬁﬁlﬁa
THAN HIS T FOR MANY THE TONGUE IS L

AHICH IS UNLEASHEB ONLY TO POISOMN AND
TO HARM EVERYTHING IT TOUCHES. AUL SPEAKS OF THE
CHARM OF CHRISTIAN CONVERSATION. [HE _IBLE SPEAKS
OF THE STRENGTH OF CONVICTION IN OUR SPEECH BUT

ALSO THE SWEETNESS OF CHARACTER! _CurR LORD WAS KNOWN
AS A PERSON OF GRACIOUS WORDS THE ILLUSTRATION

1S OLD BUT THE TRUTH IS NEV,. IT 1s SAID THAT-oHN
YAS HAVING LUNCH IN THE HOME OF A HEALTHY
ILY, [|HE DAUGHTER O~ THE FAMILY WAS A VERY YOUNG
AND BEAUTIFUL LADY WHO VIAS IMPRESSED WITH "ESLEY'S
PREACHING. ['OWEVER, IT WAS COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT

OSED WEARING EXPENSIVE RINGS AND JEWELRY,
ONE UNTHINKING PERSON DINNER LIFTED THE YOUNG
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(™) LADIES HAND AND SAID TO KESLEY, ﬂAT DO YOU THINK
OF THIS SIR FOR A 'lETHODISTS HAND?" THE GIRL
BLUSHED WITH EMBARRASSMENT AND YESLEY RESPONDED
WITHOUT A MOMENTS HESITATION -

. OU ARE NOT SURPRISED TO LEARN
THAT THIS YOUNG LADY APPEARED AT T NEXT SERVICE

AND THE JEWELRY GONE. THE PHRASE. Eeaﬁg WITH
SAlkshe DOES NOT MEAN THAT WE SHOULD C WITH
wSALTL LANGUAGE !

A ﬁARELESS WORD MAY KINDLE STRIFE.,
CRUEL WORD MAY RECK A LIFE.
A BITTER 'ORD MAY HATE INSTILL;
A BRUTAL WORD MAY SMITE AND KILL,
A GRACIOUS WORD MAY SMOOTH THE WAY;
A JOYOUS WORD MAY LIGHT THE DAY,
A TIMELY WORD MAY LESS THE STRESS)
A LOVING WQRD MAY HEAL AND BLESS,
SOMEONE ASKED A\JSE'YEAQ OLD BOY IF HIS BROTHEn HAD

STARTED TALKING, '~ WHY &W ET'EIS‘
EVERYTHING E_} (Mr, C, L.
) JACARTNEY Sﬁﬁp*éégﬁﬁﬁéﬁhﬁggﬁ$éNTELL THE STORY OF AN

LD PURITAN PREACHER IN LONDON WMO WORE A ROBE IN
THE_PULPTIT. APPARANTLY THERE WAS SOME STRING OR
TASSELS WHICH HUNG FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE ROBE WHICH
BOTHERED A CERTAIN LADY IN THE CONGREGATION, SHE
CAME TO THE PASTOR AT THE CONCLUSION OF A PARTICULAR
SERMON WITH A -PAIR-OF_SISSQORS AND ASKED IF SHE MIGHT
SHORTEN _THAT PART OF THE RODBE FOR SEEING IT HAD
ANNOYED HER AND DISTRACTED HER TO THE POINT_THAT SHE
COULD NOT GET ANYTHING OUT OF THE SERMON., THE
MINISTER WHO MILDLY SUBMITTED TO HER REQUEST AFTER
SHE HAD WACKED OFF SEVERAL PIECES OF HIS GOWN AND

HE THANKED HER AND T{EN ASKED OR SAID HE HAD A

REAUEST FOR HER., M D IJOMEN, THERE IS SOMETMING
ABOUT_YOU THAT 1S ALTOGET! “AND WHICH HAS

ANNOYED ME GREATLY AND SINCE ONE GOOD, TURN DESERVES
IKE TO SHORTEN THAT.” CERTAINLY
WAS THE WOMENS REPLY YO ERMTSSION TO DO SO,
HERE IS THE SHEAR§ WITHOUT ANOTHER WORD THE PASTOR
DROMPTEQLY SAID, "“VERY WELL MADAME, STICK OUT YOUR
TONGUE ! . =




o VI, ACE 1 -ICIENT - IT CorinTHIANS 12:8

THIS VERSE WAS GIVEN BY PAuL DURING THE HOUP

AFFLICTI COVERED THAT qganﬁgﬁﬁﬁgﬁ WAS
EN

SUFFICIENT FOR HIS EVERY NEED EV EWED
HIS CONDITION AS BREING I ED ON A STAKE . HIS
VERSE STATES WITHOUT OUAL%Q*EﬂTTgN'TﬂﬂT' ''HAT EVER
OUR NEEDS 30D S-EBAGE-Jﬁu;Q%Hﬁgé WHEN THE BELIEVER
RECOGNIZES THE FACT THAT 0 GIVEN THE PESOURCES
SOR EVERY SITUAT S ENCOURAGED IN IS
HRISTIAN LIFE, %w\s MEDITATING ON TH4IS
ERSE ONE EVENING HIS OWN ADMISSION AETER A
HEAVY DAYS WORK WAS A BIT TIRED AND TENSE. As HE
WAS RIDING HOME IN HIS CARRIAGE AND CPROSSED THE
RIVER NEAR WHERE HE LIVED HE T{OUGHT OF THE FISH
LIVING IN THE RIVER, THE STREAM VIAS ADEAQUATE FOR
THEIR NEEDS., E SAID HE T!OUGH OF THE MAN CLIMBING
THE MOUNTAIN MOVING UP OUT OF THE EASY BREATHING OF
THE LOW LANDS TO THE THIN AIR OF THE HEIGHTS., DOES
THE MAN NEED TO BREATHE LESS IN THE HIGHER
,—T~EIMOSPHERE; NOT AT ALL HE MAY BREATHE AS MUCH AS HIS
' LUNGS WILL HOLD FOR THE ATMOSPHERE IS SUFFICIENT FNR
S NEEDS., (JANY YEARS AGO A FRIEND_QWNED AND SOLD
P > _COMPANY, PRIOR TO SELLING THIS
COMPANY TO A LARGE NATIONAL COMPANY HE GAVE ME A
CAMERA AND A TOUR THROUGH A “WORK AREA \HICH INCLUDED

A TRIP TO THE DARK ROOM. [HE-DARKROOM WAS °ART OF
FHE _ELIM PROCESS, THE_SOR:I XP OF

t _l ‘ .
EXBE&?@E%EE AND GIVE UP ONLY TO_S Y AND

OMc ARE BROKEN THROUGH THE

DESPAIR, HOWEVER, TIE VICTORIOUS.. N com S
TUTHROUE™ THE EXPERIENCES OF LIFE NOT ONLY VICTORIOUS

OVER THE EXPERIENCE BUT A BLESSING TO OTHERS,
HE STORY OF JONI)
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MATTER OF FACT HIS NAME LITERALLY MEANS _SALVALION
% WERE MEN WHOM GOD RATSED
URTNG OF ISRAEL'S HISTORY. THEY

BCC-AM
S _ ' 10738773

{H-E—CALEEQE—?%D '\\1‘—9{ ~of-r¢$L
SAIAH B K Tkj£3 g

al
G_f;JM—C-e‘L

BEFORE WE LOOK AT THE TEXT OF THE CHAPTER, LET US
REVIEW SOMEMMATERIAL OF _THE_BOQOK
~KEX_IDEA IN T 00K OF ISAIAH ISVGAEVATION

WERE MEN
THEIR PE

SOMEONE HAS CALLED FERTAMDA 1
LE HAS 66 BOOKS,

BOOK HAS_OO CHAPTERS, JUST AS THE BI|
THERE ARE_%%$=$%§Q%Tgé¥£%éﬁqﬁ, WITH 39 CHAPTERS
TALKING AB G OF THE KING AND THE
LAST 2/ CHAPTERS DEALING PRIMARILY WITH THE KING IN
HIS REGAL GLORY. ISAIAH WAS A MAN OF _ROYAL BLOOD,
HE WAS AN ARLSTIQCRAT FROM A PRINCELY LINE. HE BEGAN
HIS PROPHECY BY DENOUNCING THE SINS OF ISRAEL BUT

E GREAT -CHANGE-IN=HI B 1S RECORDED 1N4num:53

IT ALL BEGAN-WITH THE DEATH OF gftGmsfiiih /H

HAD REIGNED_EQREE%LxEARS. HE HAD BEEN A HIGHLY
SUCCESSFUL KING, DIED
HE TRIED TO USURP THE OFFICE THE OFFICE OF THE
PRIEST. THROUGH THAT ENTIRE EXPERIENCE, ISAIAH WAS
GLORIOUSLY BRAMSBORMER: WITH A NEW VISION OF THE LORD

IN ALL HIS E _BOOK IS FILLED WITH MANY
WONDEREUL BUT IS BEST KNOWN FOR ITS

GREA S A GRAPHIC PICTURE OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST, OkRuSAMLAUR AND Lsaai*ﬁﬂ?@éééééﬁ'
THE BOOK IS FILLED WITH MANY WONDERFUL P
=R EeCOMING OF _OURLLORD, FOR EXAMPLE,
mﬂ REHOL [ A B N _SHA (1 AN
B Bt () [\ AWD wld A - NAM MMALD 5
SSAIAH Y:0 JEQR_UNTO A _CHILD BORN NTO i

s A GREAT DEAL IS SAID ABOUT
. 16 THERE AREW

SIEI» BUT THEY THAT WAIT UPON THE LORD
SHALL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH; THEY SHALL MOUNT UP WITH
WINGS AS EAGLES; THEY SHALL RUN, AND NOT BE WEARY:
AND THEY SHALL WALK AND NOT FAINT,” ALL IN ALL, THE



THE CALL OF GOD 2

BOOK OF ISAIAH IS AwSRLRLIIUAL GOLD MINE OFuRQGIRINAL
" ,AND_DEVOTIONAL MALERIAL -
=F 7 .es
THE 55TH CHAPTER DEALS WITH TH

OW-
EVER, WE MAY APPLY THESE GREAT VER TO THE MATTER
OF PERSONAL_SALVATION, THE WORDEEAEEMIS A VERY
COMMON WORD. WE RECEIVE p > CVERY DAY,

THERE WAS A TIME WHEN YOUNG MEN RECEIV TO
SERVE THEI Reis@biihRee: EACH OF US GETS—%TO
‘5H£4£RISE EACH MORNING. (ILLUSTRATION OF DAY YOUTH

ND_THE USAGE OF MY EULL NAME. REMEMBER DAYS OF
LINOLEUM _FLOORS, QUILTS AND FEATHER TICKS AND THE

' PROCEDURE OF GRABBING ONE'S CLOTHES TO RUN TO THE
FIRE AND THE STOVE }N THE KITCHEN TO DRESS b WE

OFTEN SPEAK OF THE 'ROLL BEING CALLED ;.- r,ﬁ%_

THROUGHOUT THE WORD OF GOD WE ARE +4D THA S
el BekdSe 70 _HIS _SON, _"WHER Y 0CHEICALLED &0UE

OUR OQSP () H OBTAININ H OR 0 OIII. ORD

JESUS CHRIST, II_THESS. Z: 1t "WHO HATH SAVED US,

AND CALLED US WITH A HOLY CALLING, NOT._ACCORDING 10
OUR WORKS, BUT ACCORD TO

ey I‘M\I-.-“

 GRACE. mulcuﬁua%_ﬁlyzn.usnl 1ST_JESUS BEFORE._THE
. WORLD BEGAN., 1T TIMOTHY 1:

=1, —THE CALL TO SALVATION - verses 1-5

THE BIBLE HAS A GREAT DEAL TO SAY ABOUTJaungsnLL_IQ
SALVALION, PETER REMINDED, HIS READERS TO R%égﬁrxgua

. THE BIBLE SPE THE
HICH ALL WHO THE GOSP

TO
COME TO CHRIST FQ ATION. VERSE 1 MAKES S

: WOR IS USED THREE TIMES IN VERSE

Hf X_TIMES IN TH CHAPTER; TO INVITE MEN TO GOD.

AR TI10, MATTHEW L1128, JOWN B:00, REVEIAT
LN, THE_REVELATION PASSAGE WHICH 1§ZEEEE§E&E§1
BIBIE, THE REPEATED USE OF THE WORD

" PASSAGE, GOD INMTIOI COME TO HIM,
SEEM THAT QNENSTHESNEIRSDY Np,ouu ]’HE s

IT WOULD

PIRITUALLY
THIRSTY ARE SAVED. THE WORD (IHIRST fH'F'F'l'B'EE
\JesL»s APFPEALEL To THast rurie Has A oY Cqm w7 To Call THe
i \ ;fizuﬁ ony ’Eu.tfs mua_a.q;'f“o{-f 4"___‘_ Cm‘_‘g /o 'A‘fi) A g, (Z /
R £, = 4
\ Mo et Come 0 Coll on Woe gw; ' 77735 i 73 G/C

. 2 4/}




“THE _CALL OF GoDp (CONT.) 3

OFTEN INDICATES BESIRE. THE SINNER IS SPIRITUALLY

~ _-BARREN AND.DRY., ET IS THE ONLY ANSWER TO
“"MAN"S “SPIRITU ¢

L RQTWRLW
THAT I _SH i

WATER THAT 1 SHALL GIVE HIM SHALJ
a AA 2 PR LA A > NTO. - D

BE

NOTICE, THE EMPHASIS OF THE BIBL
TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE THIRSTY SOUL
OR CAN BRING SATISFACTION T

DY THE MEN LAROR FOR THAT WHICH DOES NOT

SATISFY. “ONLY GOD CAN BRING.SAMBSBARRMGN TO THE

INNER PART OF MAN , SOLOMON SAID.. wll AND_DE

: RE‘I:ATE THE SIORY OF
HE- COUNTRYPREACHER WHO WENT-TO JHE BIG CITY-AND
HEN_HE ‘PRAYED AT NIGHT, HE-SAID “LORD; | THANK-YOU
HAT I WHEN I SAW ALL THE SIGHTS IWASGBATEFUL

HAT SALVATION I
MIGHT NOT BE ABL

TO LUNCH TO
SUPPER FIND IT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND THE--SIMPBLE

LNM.LIAI.LQ.N—DLG.%D. TO COME JUST AS WE ARE AND BE
e ED _EREELY ILLUSTRATE THIS PRINCIPLE WITH THE

MAN WHO CAME TO PRAYER MEETING ON WEDNESDAY EVENING-
BILL MAYER. ;

§ON OE HUMANAND DIVINE IDEAS ABOUT
— SALVAIION - (VERSES b- 9}

f‘(," H: 20

THE PROBLEM WITH TWOF SALVATION IS THAT
MEN. COP : IT AND REFUSE TO ACCEPT GOD'S WORD ON
MAN FOREVER BELIEVES THAT SALVATION IS




“THE CALL OF Gop (CONT.) 4

PREACHING-OF -HIS--WORP=ANT H1S LLA [\
rmwﬁ.\ SOrTRER e L

L [RCUMSTANCES J
CRAINES S O\ 0 HEARE HIS W . 1)
WORK IN HIS LIFE
'THERE IS THE PROMISE OF @BARDONI) N VERSE L s THE
Mﬂ“/ HEBREW WORD, LITERALLY SAYST,E IN:

SURE, WE MIGHT FORGIVE A SLIGHT INJURY, BUT AN
AGGRAVATED ONE WILL BRING_SLOWNESS.QFE PARDON, THIS
IS NOT TRUE OF GOD, FOR HE IS READY ORGIV
zSS OF THE AGGRAVATED SENSE OF SIN VERY
NOWS WHAT IT IS TO HAVE A CHILD VIOL
ONJ ESTABLISHED IN A HOME. LET US SUPPOSE IT
IS A %{% WHO STRIKES ApSESHER: UNUSUALLY HARD.
o |HE SE BE DRIVEN [ EVOE AND NO
WORD OF COUNSEL FROM HIS PARENT§ S '
THE CHILD SENSES A TREMENDOUS WEIGHT OF SGMLLT WeLThbd .
AFTER THE MOMENT OF UNKINDNESS IS OVER, HE SEEKS TO
MA KBl Q) TO HIS MOTHER BY OFFERIN
T HE OFFERS TO RUN _FRRANES TO DO OTHER
N_ORDER 0 » ORED, BUT SOME-
HING IS NECESSARY RS HE CHILD MUQLM-
B. AND SEEK HIS PARENT o A HIS
S DONE THE MOTHER WILL P \ ;
QRR WHEN THIS HAS BEEN DETERMINED, THE MOTHER

HILL WLl LNGLXACCER T THE-CHILD S, DESIRE TO HELE AND
CAN THI OF MANY THINGS WHIC E DONE,)

HOWEVER, THERE MUST BE GONBESSEON BEFORE THERE IS

WNB A SENSE OEWELL-BEING, MHENSANENES
. BEFORE HE WILL PARDON, THERE MUST BE

N SSILON-OF..STN # "s"r ; QR i
WHEN THIS IS DONEJ WE AS GOD S WAYWARD ONES ARE
ESTORED TO A PROPER PLACE IN THE FAMILY OF GOD,

WE MOST COMMONLY ASSOCIATE THE TERM ;ARDON WITH
THAT OF THE RELEASE OF A CONDEMNED

~II1. THE CONFIDENCE OF GOD HIS WORD
SALVAIION - VERSES ll—IQ«.I& R REBARDIRG

WHEN"JONA& UTTERED THE WORDS SALMAILQ?ILS_QE_IHE
LORD HE SUMMED UP THE TRUTH OF VERSE + SOMETIMES

T . R —"

RD-
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THE WORD OF GOD (CONT.) 5

PASTORS PREACH AND WONDER IF THE WORDS SPOKEN ARE
EVEN<4EBlMRE. LET ALONE IF THEY

wACCOMRLLSH A GREAT
NY TIMES FOLK SIT FOR ANDYEARS AND
“ WE NEED NOT FEAR MOR GOD'S WORD
OKEN UNDER THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL
ACCOMPLISH GODCS=INFEMDER=WARK, GOD'S WILL AND HIS
WORK ON EARTH AMONG MEN WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED, IT
» PHSTRATED BMEN THERE ARE MANY
VERSES WHICH SPEAK OF TH% POWER OF GOD'S WORD,
(UaMEs 1:18, 1 PETER 1: NOT ONLY DOES GOD'S
@ WORD ACCQMBAISH HIS PURPOSE IN OUR LIVES BUT IT ALSO

£

BRY ABOUT -AmBRILSH-SCIENTIST THO o
AGO AND WAS GREATLY TROUBLED BY THE

THE SCIENTIST KNEW THE WATER WAS_F
AND ﬂﬁg@ﬁﬂt TO THOSE WHO PERSISTED IN
DRINKING IT. HE WO WHAT HE COULD DO TO -SIQP
LillS e OOl SwRRAGELCE, HE ARRANGED TO MAKE A

_ TFIC M AND INVITED A LEADING'

RIESE" A MAN WHO SEEMEDTO BE OF SOME INTELLIGENCE,
TO COME AND VIEW THE EXPERIMENT WHILE THE SCIENTIST
)| TRIED TO SHOW THE FOUL DRINKING WATER WAS BRINGING
DISEASE AND SICKNESS UPON THE PEOPLE. THE EXPERIMENT
CONSISTED IN THE SCIENTIST TAKING wAuRQWERELL MAGNI -

A PLUS AuRBOREDENMAESR AND THUS SHOWING
NDER THE PO@.E.REUL, WS THAT THE SPECIMEN CONTAINED
A KLNDS _OF HARM WS  UPON BEING CONFRONTED
ITH THIS EVIDENCE, THE HINDU PRIEST TOOK THE “4LCRO-
QPE, FROM THE BENCH AND DASHED IT TO THE FLOOR,
THIS WAS |
COULD SMASH \ RUIMENT R N A D -

e A0 TC, Sl Iﬂﬁﬁﬁ??ﬁ*?#
L REMALNED | GOD REMINDS US IN THIS CHAPTER THAT

-0 BLE FOR A MAN TO—TFHRN=HISZBACK UPON GOD WHEN
GOD POINTS OUT THE-NEED=QE-SALVATION, BUT IN TURNING

AWAY FROM GOD, THE SINNER HAS NOT ACCOMPLISHED HIS
GREATEST NEED, NAMELY, THAT OF HAVING.-A.HEART=GLE

FROM SIN- AND PEACE WITH-GQD. HE HAS NOT SOLVED HIS
NE(E)a OF HAPPINESS AND JQY WHICH ALONE CAN COME FROM
KNOWING JESUS CHRIST IN PARDON AND EQRGLVENESS OF SIN,

THE INVITATIOQL R AND SIMPLE. NOW YOU
e MUST MAKE e

GOD
1. OMTO MWA*A—

ar. C?avgzggzggc
ﬂ Of%/ rZ/n’A

L | r




RoBERT K. SPRADLING MarcH 7, 1976
P.M,

_FIVE THINGS GOD CANNOT DQ

IT 1S INCONCEIVABLE THAE THERE IS ANYTHING

IN THE UNIVERSE BEYOND GoD'S ABILITY. [HE
ONE WHO MADE THE SUN, MOON, AND STARS, WHO
PILED UP THE MOUNTAINS, AND SCOOPED OUT THE
RIVERBEDS, WHO MADE MAN IN ALL OF HIS AMAZING

ABILITIES IS ABLE IamAcgﬂMBkL&HWANXIHLNG_HE
DESIRES. HOWEVER, THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF AT_LEAST

“FIVE THINGS THE INFINITE GOD CANNOT DO.  THREE
OF THE FIVE ARE RECORDED IN THE BOOK OF HEBREWS.

[. GOD CANNOT SAVE A PERSON WHQ REFUSES TO
ot HOLY SPIRIT - HEBREws b:4-6

THIs PASSAGE IN THE WorD oF GoD HAS BEEN A
FHEOLOGICAL-BATTLEELELD _FOR_YEARS: SOME PEOPLE
BELIEVE THAT IT REFERS To PEOPLE WHO WERE
AVED AND ULTIMATELY LOST. IT IS THE VIEW OF
RMINIAN TEACHING WHICH BELIEVES THAT SALVATION
CAN BE LOST AND GAINED MANY TIMES, BUT THE
PROBLEM IN THIS PASSAGE IS THAT IT IS SPEAKING
F A CASE WHERE IHERE IS NO HOPE OF RESTORATION.
HE SECOND IDEA [S THAT IT REFERS TO
WHO WERE -NEVER REALLY
SAVED. |HE THIRD IDEA IS THAT IT REFERS
TO PEOPLE WHO HAVE_BACKSLIDDEN. AND THE

FOURTH AND PRO LY THE NEAREST TO THE CORRECT
INTERPRETATION I? THAT IT REFERS JO A
' HE IDEA IS THAT FAUL IS

SPEAKING OF_A_SUPPOSED CASE ASSUMING THAT A

(HRIST, WHAT PAUL

IS ARGUING IN THIS PASSAGE IS THAT_IT 1S IMPOSSIBLE
LOR EITHER |
APART FROM ; LSTRY

SOF _THE HOLY OPIRIT. WESTCOTT SAYS OF THE
HYPOTHETICAL CASE, "THERE IS NOTHING TO SHOW THAT
THE CONDITIONS OF FATAL APOSTACY HAD BEEN FULFILLED,
STILL LESS THAT THEY HAD BEEN FULEILLED IN THE
GASE OF ANY OF THESE ADDRESSED. THOMAS SAYS,

HE PASSAGE IS APPARENTLY .A_SUPPQOSED CASE TO

CORRECT THEIR WRONG IDEAS, AND THE ARGUMENT SEEMS

TO BE THAT (OF O HERE @% FOR THOSE WHO

HAVE HAD THE EXPERIENCE OF-VERSES 4-6 TO FALL
WAY, 1T WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO RENEW THEM UNLESS
HRIST DIED A SECOND TIME,

#
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~  VERSE 9 ADDS WEIGHT TO THE HYPOTHETICAL SITUATION.

IT. GOD CANNOT LIE - HeBrews 6:13

[T MIGHT WELL BE SAID THAT YOU AND I CAN HARDLY

FROM LYING ON OCASSION, BUT THE BIBLE STATES
THAT NOT ONLY,_ E TO LIE = EVER -
hB,L}_I_,HLE CANNOT LIE. HIS VERSE SHOULD PUT TO

REST THE FALSE ASSUMPTIONS OF .SITUATION ETHICS,
IN THE CONTEXT OF CHAPTER 6, THE WRITER IS SHOWING

THAT OUR SALVATION.IS_BASED UPON THE PROMISE
v?EmﬁQD.WHO NOT ONLY LIE BUT CANNOT LI
HE POINT OF THE PASSAGE TS THAT GOD'S PROME:

IS

70 ABRAHAM SEANDS,ABECAUSE;J.T,. 1S BASED ON fi
CHARACTER, (OD DOES Nonmgﬂﬂﬁéﬁrlﬂﬁ‘ﬁgLﬁs

IN THE MIDDLE OF THE GAME. HIS PROMISES
CONCERNING SALYATION ARE AS TRUE FOR US AS
THEY WERE FOR ABRAHAM IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.
GoD DOES NOT CHANGE His WoRD EVERY HUNDRED

OR TWO HUNDRED YEARS BUT REMAINS ONCE AND FOR

ALL THE UNCHANGEABLE Gop. OuR SALVATION RESTS
~  UPON ITWM (QuoTE
JoHN 1:12, 5:21, 6:3/, AND SHOW HOW OUR
F

e
Dw)}‘(/

ETERNAL DESTINY IS BOUND UP IN THE PROMISES OF
Gob. 0D COULD LIE_THESE PROMISES WOULD BE
LITERALLY WORTHLESS. IT IS DIFFICULT FOR US
TO UNDERSTAND THIS ASPECT OF GOD'S NATURE
BECAUSE. OURSOCIETY FUNCTIONS IN LARGE MEASURE
UPON FALSEHOOD! OUR POLITICIANS ARE IN LARGE
- MEASURE WHAT PUBLIC RELATIONS AND PUBLIC IMAGE
MAKES THEM., [HIS IS NOT TRUE WITH REFERENCE
T0 GoD.

I1, ﬁQD_Lﬂmmqﬁ}%yﬂﬁLﬂEﬂ_ﬂEﬁﬁl_ERQM_EBIIH o
EBREWS 11:

THE DEFINITIONS OF FAITH ABOUND. TS&MLNG_EAITH
LS..THEUNLLMITED. WILLINGNESS. TO LET (0D DO
. SAVING. FALTH IS MAN'S RESPONSE
TO GOD'S MESSAGE UNDER THE POWER AND INFLUENCE
OF THE HOLY SPIRJT.” SAVING.EALTH IS THE HAND
OF THE HEART. IS THE SURRENDER
@ OF SELF TO Gob, LEAVIEG OUR CASE COMPLETELY IN
HIS HANDS, FOLLOWING HIS DIRECTIONS.
OR_.SOME

STRANGE INTULTIVE..POWER -THAT--ALLOWS..ONE..TQ .PEER
«INTO.THE SPIRIT WORLD, BUT SIMPLY STATED, SAVING
wBALTHFS-RELIANCE AND-TRUST .IN.A. TRUSTY
“MHO--PROMISESTO-SAVE FROM-SIN -Abl—~WHO-WILL -TRUST. HIM |

]\\___________________________________________________//




-3~

#™ THIS IS A TRUST THAT ENABLES THE BELIEVER

TO TREAT THE fuxuaa_as.aazszur AND THE=WNSEEN
ASMLSIBLE, I[N THIS GREAT CHAPTER, (GOD GIVES

Wmﬁm OF MEN WHO WERE WILLING
IN FAITH TO TRUST GOD IN ALMOST EVERY KIND OF
SITUATION IN LIFE, IN THE OLD TESTAMENT WORLD

WHERE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF MEN WERE GREAT, NOT A
SINGLE WORD IS MENTIONED IN THIS CHAPTER OF

MAN ' S CULTURAL ORwPOFTHGM=ACHIEVEMENFS . | HE
ONE THING THAT PLEASES Gop 1S FAITH IN His Worb.

ﬁn2_us_:n.§5_3A¥inﬂ=_ua_uax! (RomaNs lO:lEJ
EPHESIANS 2:8-9

IV,

ENESIS

THE WORD REPENTED HAS SOMETIMES BEEN MISUNDERSTOOD
AS APPLIED TO GoD. WHEN MEN REPENT IT MEANS™
THEY_ CHANGE_THEIR MIND OR ATTITUDE ABOUT (OD.
HOWEVER, WHEN GOD REPENTS TT DOES NOT~ A
™  CHANGE OF ATTITUDE BUT RATHER HE CHANGES HIS
 MANNER OF DEALING WITH_MEN_IN ORDER THAT HE
MIGHT REMAIN CHANGELESS IN CHARACTER. AS MAN
“GREW PROGRESSIVELY MORE WICKED, GOD HAD TO
CHANGE HIS MAMMNER OF DEALING WITH MAN IN ORDER
EO BE UNCHANGEABLE IN CHARACTER..AND. NATURE.

OR THAT REASQN HE SENT A UNJVERSAL FLOOD TO
DEAL WITH MAN'S DEPRAVITY. .IF MODERN MANKIND
EERE SETTING THE STANDARDS FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS,

E WOULD CHANGE THE STANDARD WITH EACH GENERATION

O CONFORM TO ITS OWN IDEAS OF RIGHT AND WRONG,

OD,IS NOT THAT WAY, ~6OD.WILL NOT ADAPT TO

AN'S SINFULNESS. MAN MUST ADAPT o CHANGE TO

30D-5-+STANDARD-OF..RLGHTEQU S, ELATE WHAT

APPENS IN THE NEW BIRTH. WE CHANQE OUR BASIS
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS FROM MAN-MADE TO GOD-MADE

V. GOD CANNOT HELP ANYONE WHO DIES WITHOUT
CHRIST - Luke 1b:Z2b

THERE IS A COMMON BELIEF THAT SOMEHOW, SOMEWAY,

" MAN WILL HAVE A Sgﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁ-AFTER DEATH TO
REPENT . HIS IS SATAN S LIE TO DECEIVE MEH INTO
POSTPONING A DECISION TO RECEIVE LHRIST. ESUS
GAVE A CASE STUDY TO DISPROVE THIS ERROR.




~EAT. DRINK, AND BE MERRY.

THE STORY OF THE R AND ARUS IS ONE

OF THE MOST FAMILTAR IN ALL OF THE BIBLE.
HOWEVER, ONE INTERESTING NOTE IS THAT NOTHING
IS SAID ABOUT THE.IMMORAL QUALITY OF THIS MAN'S
IFE, HE DID NOT KICK L[AZARUS AS HE MOVED ABOUT

THE NORMAL ROUTINE OF LIFE. HIS PROBLEM WAS THAT

HE SIMPLY.PALD.NO ATIENTION TO THE POOR, MISERABLE
EGGAR. DAY AFTER DAY HE DID NOTHING TO HELP,
IS SIN WAS THE SIN OF UNCONCERN AND NEGLECT TO

THE POINT THAT HE SHUT HTS EYES TO THE NEEDS OF

EVERYONE EXCEPT HIMSELF. HfSaLIEE_STYLE WAS TO

T MUST ALSO BE

POINTED OUT THAT THE RICH MAN DID NOT GO TO HELL

BECAUSE HE WAS RICH BUT RATHER BECAUSE HE WAS

POOR.TOWARD.GOD. HE IS NOT PORTRAYED AS A VILE

AND WICKED MAN BUT RATHER ONE WHO WAS NEGLIGENT.

IN THIS PASSAGE WE. LEARN SEVERAL THINGS ABOUT

\HEk«- (SEE BIBLE MARGIN) [HE POINT THAT NEEDS

TO BE MADE HOWEVER, WITH REFERENCE TO THIS PASSAGE,
IS THAT ONCE_THE RICH MAN WAS IN RELL, THERE WAS
NO“RETURN. [T WOULD SEEM TO ME THAT THE MOST
AGONIZING TORMENT WOULD BE THAT OF THE MORAL

'TORTURE OF A STRICKEN CONSCIENCE THAT COULD
'REMEMBER MISSPENT TIME AND PRIVILEGES AND
'WARNINGS THAT WERE REJECTED AND NOW IT WAS TOO
\LATE. e




RoBerRT K. SPRADLING MarcH 28, 1976
P.M.

_EIVE MEN AND FIVE TREES

THIS SUBJECT IS A CONTINUATION IN OUR SERIES OF
FIVES- Hlf OUTLINE WAS GIVEN TO ME BY EEHMAN
STRAUSS. T IS HIS OUTLINE, MY MESSAGE! RECENTLY,
HAVE BEEN IMPRESSED WITH THE IMPORTANCE OF TREES,
RELATE TO LANDSCAPING OUR PRESENT CHURCH SITE.)

[. THE SINNING MAN AMONG THE TREES - GEnesis 3:8

ONE OF SATAN'S IIES IS THAT MAN IS AN ADVANCED
. MAN EVOLVED UP THROUGH THE
O0ZE AND SLIME OVER MILLJONS OR BILLIONS OF YEARS
TO HIS PRESENT STATUS. IF A PERSON BELIEVES THIS
LIE, IT IS NOT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND HOW MEN
. TODAY CAN TAKE THE LIFE OF ANOTHER MAN THOUGHTLESSLY.
‘ N THE THINKING OF A WARPED MIND, MAN IS SIMPLY A
HIGH FORM OF ANIMAL AND THEREFORE HUMAN LIFE IS NO
MORE SACRED THAN THAT OF ANIMAL LIFE. IBLE
ECLARES THAT.MAN._BEARS IHEHMABx5L1u1J¢}s_EREAIoR

HE VERY IBLE WORD FOR MAN INDICATES _IHE UP

._IZ.BM.Q_QN.E_- MAN ALONE HAS (0D _CONSCIOUSNESS:,
OGS AND CATS FEEL NO SﬁNSE OF NEED IE GOING TO
I

SUNDAY SCHOOL OR RAYER EETING) [HE BIBLE DECLARES
THAT THE
RATLONAL -BEING PLACED. 1) A GARDEN PARADISE, (1

REMEMBER,HEARING ALLAN BLAIR TELL THE STORY OF

SIR Fssac NEWTONSAND HIS MINIATURE UNIVERSE. AN
ASSISTANT CAME IN AND ASKED HIM WHERE HE GOT IT.
HIS ANSWER WAS 1T J%ST HAPPENED AND THE RESPONSE
WAS “RIDICULOUS., HAT IS EXACTLY HOW THE BIBLE
BELEIVING )HR%STIAN FEELS CONCERNING ORGANIC

VOL UT ION FIRST TEST_OF ADAM WAS CONCERNING
§b i HQRE. (GENESIS 2: E% 19 % 1) ﬂANgs TEST BEFORE
oD THEN AS NOW WAS WHETHER
TO DIRECT HIS LIFE OR_CLAIM THE RIGHT TO DQ_AS HE

“PLEASED._ OATAN' S_THREEFOLD_APPROACH WAS:
@ Douer -'3:1 ) DISTORN - 3:3 (3) DeNY - 3:4

"1—'- e
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IN ADAM'S F?hLURE wE iEE THE WHOLE RACE OF MANKIND
INVOLVED. OMANS ORIGINALLY MAN WAS
CREATED WITH A HOLY NATURE, AN_INNATE TENDENCY

. HOWEVER HE POSSESSED A WILL MAKING
HIM CAPABLE OF CHOICE...(GQOD PERMITIED MAN TQ BE

. IN THIS TEST
AM FAILED - HE SINNED. AS A RESULT OF
ADAM'S TRANSGRESSION SIN IS THE UNIVERSAL
Eé§ER+ENCE OF ALL MEN. (IsaiaH 53:6, Romans 3:10,
I%LE ALSO TEACHES THAT MAN IS TOTAGY
Y THIS WE DO NOT MEAN THAT THE UNSAVED
MAN HAS NO DISPOSITION WHATEVER.I0. DO RIGHT, OR
THAT_HE _NEVER. DOES. ANYTHING. WORTHWH
OR THAT THE UNSAVED MAN ISEAS.BAD"ASWHE~CQuLD
BE._UNDER..DLEEERENT. CIRCUMSIANCES. HOWEVER THE
THAT ALL MEN HAVE A SIMEUL._NATURE
AND._UNDER. FAV( AB#E. LONS. ARE..CAPABLE.OF
THE.WORST. SINS: D'S GLORY IS NOT THE
GOAL OF THE UNSAVED MAN'S LIFE AND THAT HE HAS.NO
.JmamuiJnaﬁyaxnuaFn FROM HIS SIN APART FROM THE
.~ GRACE OF GOD., [HE RESULT OF ADAM’S SIN WAS THAT
HE LOST HA , AND WHEN THIS
HAPPENED, ADAM SOUGHT TO MAKE HIS_ENY )
AND TO COVER HIS OWN GUILT. IN_THIS
ACT LIES AN IMPORTANT THEOLOGICAL LESSON. IHERE
ERE JUST TWQ.KINDS RELIGION IN THE WORLD. (1)
HAT WHICH Al BB ;- THE RESU%T o? MAN'S EFFORT,
THE PRODUCT OF HIS OWN DOING. HE OTHER IS
SALVATION BY SUBSTITUTION, HOLY OF GOD, PROYIDED
BY HIM ACCORDING TO DIVINE SPECIFICATION. HIS
IS THE ONLY KIND OF COVERING GOD %ALL ACCEPT,
NAMELY, THAT WHICH_HE PROVIDES. PPLY TO THE WORK
ofF JEsus CHRIST) IT IS ALSO INTERESTING THAT
WHEN MAN DISOBEYED GOD HIS FIRST INSTINCT WAS
éo HIDE WHEN HE CAME INTO THE PRESENCE OF (oD,

TERM

ISOBEDIENCE ALWAYS RESULTS IN GUILT AND HIDING.
IN STRIKES FEAR IN THE HEART OF MAN WHEN HE COMES
INTO THE PRESENCE OF GoD.

1. THE SINCERF MAN UNDER A TREE - Joun 1:43
» FOUR 0BVIOUS CHARAC @sncs oF NATHANAEL

APPEAR IN THE TEXT. E WAS EEEPTIEEE
A RE IN

VERSE 46, NAZARETH W
. IT wA AND THE

GREAT EVENTS IN ISRASL S HISTORY DID NOT HAPPEN
THERE BUT RATHER IN JERUSALEM OR SOME OTHER
PROMINENT CITY.

”\“——————————————————————————-—_______________________//;




FROM SUCH AN OUT OF THE WAY PLACE.

REGARD HE REPRESENTS_ALL MEN WHO BELIEVE THAT
JﬁﬂLﬁNﬁI—&CZ-Ul:DJ&EDA D IN

E . MANY MEN LIKE
WANT GOD TO SAVE THEM I
[T IS MUCH LIKE A PATIENT LLING THE DOGTOR
HOW TO PRACTICE MEDICINE! ]@ HE WAS SINCERE -
VERSE 4/7. JEsus saw IN Na AEL AN HONESTY

OF MIND AS WELL AS A MAN OF HIGH MORAL CHARACTER.
HIS DOUBTS WERE HONEST DO . HE HADNOT-CLOSED
HIS MIND TO THE GOSPEL. HOWEVER, LET ME HASTEN

TO SAY THAT_SINCERITY ALONE IS NOT ENOUGH

TO SAVE A MAN. PERSON MAY BE SINCERELY WRQNG
AND CLOSE HIS MIND TO ANY FURKHER LIGHT. g§2L

HE WAS SEARCHING - VERSE 48 PPARENTLY NA AEL
WAS READING THE SCRIPTURES. THIS IS THE CURE FOR
ANY MAN'S QUESTIONS. IMANY CRITICS AND SKEPTICS
ARE NOT SEEKING ANSWERS BUT RATHER PARROTING

THE TIRED OLD cbleu%s OF UNBELIEF, HE was
SAVED. - VERSE 4 HIS VERSE IS THE CONFESSION

OF A MAN WHO HAS PLACED HIS FAITH IN THE LORD
JESUS CHRIST.

IIT. THE SFEKING MAN UP A TREE - Luke 19:10

—IAX MEN WERE NO MORE_POPULAR DURING BIBLE TIMES
THAN THEY ARE NOW. THEN IT WAS.A-JOB.SOLD JO-
THE_HIGHEST _BIDDER AND FOR T?AT REASO? THE TAX
COLLECTOR WAS A HATED MAN. HE WORD LACCHAEUS
MEANS "THE..UST, BUT LIKE MANY PEOPLE HE HAD NOT
LIVED UP TO HIS NAME. HIS LITTLE MAN WAS A BIG
SINNER AND LOST BEFORE HE FOUND JESUS OR RATHER

JESUS FOUND HIM. LET uS L0O AT WHAT THE TEXT
SAYS ABOUT HIS SINNERSHIP. gg Was A SINNER
By IMPLICATION - “JERICHO"” CHO WAS A w CKED
ITY THAT WAS RUNNING WILD,

ATION . IS JOB WAS BY RE ONE OF
QUESTIONABLE METHODS AND MOTIVES. WHAT HE DID

MADE IT HARD FOR HI 0 BE RESPECTABLE_PERSON
éN THE COMMUNITY.
. |HE PEOPLE WHQ LOOKED UPON ZACCHAEUS

THﬂUﬁHI HE WAS A SINNER. UT ACCORDING TO VERSE
9 HE WAS A SINNER WHO WAS SAVED BY GOING TO A
PLACE WHERE JESUS WOULD PASS BY.
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| BELIEVE THERE ARE MANY PEOPLE WHO WOULD BE
SAVED IF THEY WOULD JUST SIMPLY EXPOSE THEMSELVES
TO THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST.

IV. THE SAVED MAN LIKE A TREE - PsaLm 1:3
THIs PSALM IS VERY INTERESTING BECAUSE IT
CONTRASTS THE_IHQ_DLEEEBE?I KIND OF MEN IN THE
WORLD. SAVED AND LOST. IHE BLESSED MAN IS ONE
WHOSE \C_LIFFE IS LIKE A TRE HAT 1S,
HE 1S ¢ROOTEDSIL WORD OF qufﬁ£§UITE%L IN
IN THE THINGS LoRrD,
EMONSTRATES IN HIS LIFE WHAT

ERE IS A MAN
SALVATION MEANS TO HIM, HIS ENTIRE LIFE INDICATES
HIS DEPENDENCE ON THE WORD OF GOD FOR STRENGTH.

V. IHE SAVIQUR ON THE TREE - I PeTer 2:24

' J BU:L..LL[:Q.QST
HEAVEN ITS MOST PRECIOUS_PERS@N, THEA ORD JESUS

“CHRTST.  THREE TIMES IN THE BOOK OF ACTS THE

WORD TREE 1S USED WITH REFERENCE TQ THE_CRQSS
UPON WHICH jESUS DIED. %E:%O, 10:39, 53:29)
HAT JESUS CHRIST ACCOMPLISHED ON THE CROSS OF
ALVARY IS THE BASIS ON WHICH YOU AND | MAY HAVE
AN EXPERIENCE, FORGIVENESS, AND PARDON OF SIN.
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(EEEEEE?--in presence of light
walking in darkness.

discuss in a class. It means a life of obedience to
Jesus Christ. Anything less than that is not true
Christianity=--it 1s a counterfeit erb Ware's
comment about people buying homses=--no intention of
paylng for them, Some people make a quick profession
with no intention of accepting the responsibility--
this is not N,T. Christianity, it is something else,)
The proof of our profession is our conduct.

II. THE FACT OF A CONSISTANT WALK=-v,7

John says that one indication that a person is

walking with God is hig_fellowship.with.othexr.Christ- |
s. The man who is walklng in the light of God's

Word is the man who is living a cleansed life.
The daily walk in fellowshlp with God will promote a
love of the Lord’a D€ e.and will make the believers
sensative to sin.(E ‘
Buy King tells the story of a lighthouse on the coast.‘
Years ago when lanterns were used. A glass pane broke.
No glasss so substituted tin. That nlght a ship wreckeq
and the loss of several 11ves. The light had not been

Rut out, it did not burn lo of it was-dark,
The Bible says that the bel:L Iving “light-

howse to warn men of the dangers of life outside of

@, Christ. (Phil.2:15) Any part of the life that is not

.open. mm_ugmmmm”mw |

III. THE FACT OF THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF SIN--v.8/10

There is something in every man that makes it
gasier to do wrong than to do right., Left to ourselves
we tend to choose the broad and easy road to sin rat-
her-than the straight and narrow way.

?f:-ﬁgggg%gggteaches clearly that eradication of sin from
the life is not possible. Every Christian has twe

natures and the Adamic or sinful nature in a Christian
is just as_deadly as it is 1n the worst sinner who
ever live -may.be_educated
not to kill,steal, lie butthat does mot make it good--
there is nothlng good about it. The old nature produces
hatred, jealousyy bltterness, selfishness which for

the bellever leads to unhappiness. The new nature
produces love Joy,peace etc. and happiness

of Ch..r_a.ﬁm ,

K-\‘W of the life

John would have made a good psychologist. He
gets to the heart of matters in a hurry. In a day
when we tend to blame others for our sins, such as
environment, physical condition, mental state,
temperament---John says simply there are no excuses
and we are each responsible}

A



There are people who do not think of themselves in
terms of having sinned agaisnt God., And they resent
being called s inners. They think of sins as that
which makes the newspaper or is flagrant in its abuse
o of nornally accepted standards. The problem is that
! of labels. We call our sins failures, shortcomings
and mistakes. God calles t hem sins.

IV, THE FACT OF THE CONFESSION OF SINS=-v,9

Remember this Biblical order--before there is i
S%Eéﬂﬁéﬂg there must b24%5%55§§é££i Our confession
of sins 1s to God and not tTo some human clergman. \
If we are going to enjoy fellowship with the Lord |
this is the correct way. The verse does not say we !
must pray and plead with God for cleansing==to con-
. The word confess means to
see our sins as God does and to say the same thing
about them He does. |
Jesus taught the difference between cleanSLng in the ‘
bath of regeneration and the rinsing that is necessary
every day. %John 13: 10) The bath of salvation never ‘
needs repeating. It is good for eternity. The clean51q;
faa) -from. dally defilment of sins is a day-to-day necessity.
Why is confe351on s0 1mrortant7)
o nconte splinter in the hand. Un-
attended it festers and spreads its poison thru the |
entire body, _One unconfessed sip brings others in ‘
its wake. As the problem mounts in the 1life unhapp
and daneententment follow until life loses its joy and
blessing. The ministry of the Word of God and the
Holy Spirit reveal the presence of sins in the life
of the Christian, (**Remember the attitude of the
prodigal son.)

V. THE FACT OF A CONTINUING ADVOCATE=-2:1

When a believer sins, he does not lose his
y he loses foddoabdd. He is n
but his g@¥ 1s gone. A ¢loud comes between
him and the Father until there is confession and then
fellowshlp is restored. We get ourselves into sin but
. 3 3. Just as we have an
downfall, so we have an(AdVOQ,Iﬂ

o-plead our cause.
Many illustrations have been used to show the

f_\umanlng of this verse, ***1, Sending us to school-- |

the standard was no misconduct--even though sometimes

we did! 2, Airplanee are designed to fly and not to |
crash--but water/safety jackes for the emergencies,

3+ Boats=--lifeboats 4, Auto--designed to be acCident

free but happend every day. |

|

L 4
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THE INESCAPABLE GOD
PsaLm 139

THE WORDS OF REVELATION 6:15-17 MAKE THE BLOOD

RUN_COLD.

1$§EﬁgT%%ﬁ AND THE COMMANDERS AND THE RICH AND
i G AND EVERY SLAVE AND FREE MAN, HID
THEMSELVES IN THE CAVES AND AMONG THE ROCKS OF
THE MOUNTAINS, AND THEY SAID TO THE MOUNTAINS

AND TO THE ROCKS, —EALL ON US AND HIDE \U$ FROM
THE PRESENCE OF HIM WHO SITS ON THE THRONE, AND
FROM THE WRATH OF THE LAMB; FOR THE GREAT DAY
IS WRATH IS COME; AND WHO IS ABLE TO STAND?”

HENf%gﬁn SINN INST THE LORD HIS FIRST

REAC WAS Tm AnD ADAM AND HIS WIFE HID
THEMSELVES FROM RESENCE OF THE LORD Gop
AMONGST THE TREES OF THE GARDEN, (GENESIS 3:7-8)
RELATE WHICH SMALL PLAY BY COVERING

P HE EYE H THE HANDS A E THAT "
- CANNOT BE SEEN BECAUS? THEY CANNOT SEE. '
PLAY THIS GAME TO0O. HE FACT THAT ﬁHEY T

LN WOTHER
N EACH STKﬁ%%%Eﬁ%E%g%%ﬁ

MERSES EACH, SOMETHING

ABOUT OUR-INESCAPARLE (10D,

[. THE INESCAPABLE GOD KNOWS ALL ABOUT US --
VERSES 1-6

THE THEOLOGICAL TERM WHICH SPEAKS OF GoD'S ALL-
KNOWING ABILITY 1S CALLED QMNLSCIENCE. Gop 1s
ALL KNOWING. [N THE TEXT, PLEASE NOTICE THE
REPETITION OF THE "5 KNOW OR SIMILAR TERMS

BE

ENOTING KNOWLEDGE EARS AGO, A MAN TOLD OF
IS EXPERIENCE OF NG SHUT UP IN A GLOQMY

M FOR A LONG PERTOD OF TIME N THE
CELL WAS OLE. AT THAT HOLE,
A_SOLDIER WAS PLACED DAY A HT TO WATCH HIM,
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/
{ALL THE PRISONER COULD SEE WAS TEE S E%JER'SNIGHT
- BUT THE EYE WAS ALW HERE “AND" )
) EVERY MOMENT WHEN %%ﬂ'dp FROM HIS CELL HE

SAW THATMALLTﬁ £l
IDING,

SUGGESTS THE IDEA OF

EXBEORATION_OF A_COUNTRY . 0D HAS FULLY
.scau:wuLZEn OUR LIVES AND KNOWS EVERYTHING ABOUT
US. WE HAVE _sznxﬁls FROM GOD AND WE CAN NEVE
GET AWAY FROM HIM,. . GOD KNOWS WHAT WE ARE mmi
AND<§I§INE> NOTHING IS MORE RQUTINE

AND ORDINARY THAN S+EELNG-DOWN AND STANDING UP,
THE SIMPLEST ACTIVITIES OF LIFE ARE FULLY KNOWN

To Gop., O , INCLUDING OUR
AEVERY_WORD, DOES NOT ESCAPE HIS CAREFUL ATTENTION,
THERE AR S KNOWLEDGE ABOUT US,

WHETHER IT BE MOVEMENT OF THE BQDY OR ACTION OF
THE MIND, ) E, DESIRES FOR THE FUTURE,
THESE - Gop,  WE MAY SPEAK IN SUCH
A WAY TO DECEIVE OUR FEHFOW-MAN, BUT NOTHING WE
SAY OR DO CAN DECEIVE OD. SUCH BIBLE TRUTH IS
LQVERPQWERING WHEN ONE REALIZES AND ,RECOGNIZES THAT
P ag_appmnq HIS ENTIRE | IFE _IN-THE QTGHTTAND PRESENCE
OfF_U0D FROM-WHOM-THERE-IS NO ESCARE. HE
ACHIEVEMENT OF MODERN MAN HELPS US APPRECIATE
THE PSEER . | READ
~RECENTLY OF A-*vw—~~ PHAT CAN ASSIMI ATE AND

> |STORE =N LON_WOE g PER _SECOND, BIBLE
CONTAINS APPROXIMATELY 5D+Dﬂﬁ,mnan HIS

PARTICULAR MACHINE CAN ASSIMILATE_SLX_ILMES THE
WORD VOEUME OF THE BIBLE-IN gﬁﬁfﬂﬁbi-SECQN

E INST ONCE SAID: E KNOW NOTHING
ABOUT THE UNIVERSE AT ALL. OUuR KNOWLEDGE IS BUT
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SCHOOL CHILDREN. CONCERNING THE
bREAL NATURE OF THINGS -- WE SHALL NEVER KNOW,
NEVER.

[T, THE INESCAPABLE GOD IS EVERYWHERE PRESENT IN
- THE VERSE -- Verse 7-12

E THEOLOGICAL TERM FOR THIS IDEA IS_QMNLE#EﬁENQE.
“3 ARY FESSOR OPENED HIS LECTURE ON GOD
WITH THES WO D WE MAY BE ABLE TQ TALK ABOUT

]OUR FELLOW MAN BEHIND HIS BACK, BUT GQD IS
EVERYWHERE, EVEN IN THIS CLASSROOM., [HEREFORE,
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PASSAGE,

INSTALLATION .OF

<3~

N ALL OF OUR DISCUSSIONS WE MUST BE AWARE OF
AND TALK. ABOUT IM AS IF NE WERE

O0KING US IN THE FACE.  THE BIBLE TEACHES——
AT 0D WHOM WE WORSHIP AND SERVE IS SO
GREAT THAT TH , AND

YET, HE HAS CONDESSENDED TO_DWELL IN THE HEART

OF THE BELIEVER. UST AS THE SUN AS A WAY OF

G -ITSELF t%f%%§£§¥%é%% 0D HAS ADAPTED
IMSELF TO HUMAN E SHOULD STAND ON
THE DECK OF A SHIP IN MID-OCEAN, THE SUN WOULD BE

REFLECTED FROM THE DEPTHS OF THE OCEAN, NE
MIGHT ALSO SEE THE SANME.SUN

UNIVERSE, SUCH AS HEAVEN AND HELL, OR SHEOL.
THINKS OF THE PLACES WHERE THE MORNING SUN WOULD
SHINE, THE AN DEPTHS AND THE DARKNESS ACROSS
THE WORLD. % Y THE WAY, | AM TOLD THAT THE
?EEPEST PLACES IN THE OCEANS ARE CALLED -TRENCHES.

HE .DEEPEST- TRENCH-DISCOVERED- 0. DATE 1S_IN THE"
ACIFIC _OCEAN..AND..1S. CALLED. TH

HICH, 1S ALMOST SEVEN MILES: HE ATLANTIC
CEAN'S DEEPEST TRENCH IS NOT QU TE.SBX MILES
EEP-AND.kS-LOCATED -NEAR-PUERTO-RICO,

THAT THE BLACKNESS IS INCREDIBLE, ,
MAN WHO THOUGHT HE.-CQULD HIDE FROM GO THE
SURFACE OF THE SEA, ONLY TO DISCOVER THAT THERE
IS NO HIDING PLACE FOR THE DISOBEDIENT SERVENT.
CONCERNING DARKNESS AND LIGHT, MAN SEEKS TO HIDE
HIS SINS UNDER THE CLOAK OF DARKNESS. ~MOST MODERN
S ARE AWARE THAT THE ERECTION OF STREET
LIGHTS CUTS DOWN THE CRIME_RATE. WHEN WE LIVED
IN.DETROLT, CERTAIN AREAS OF THE CITY WERE
SELECTED AS_PRIMARY TARGETS AND THE CRIME REDUCTION
WAS UP TO-25Z«1N soﬁE“oF’THESE AREAS, IN A
TEN-YEAR MASTER. § HﬁOTHE CITY CALLED FOR THE

NEW. LIGHTS IN DETROIT AT

_COST..THEN OF. CH YEAR.
7 SIN MAKES MEN

FRAID OF AND N'OMFORTABLE IN THE PRESENCE OF (oD,
COMPARﬁaﬂﬂggzﬁﬁfLURﬁ AND HIS FALSE CLAIM.)

e




MEN\TODAY, JUST AS ADAM IN EDEN, SEEK TO HIDE
~™ FROMGOD, SOME PEOPLE TRY TO &RE IN A_BOTTLE,
IT BE PILLS OR DRINK, OTHERS TRY.RLEASURE,
EVEN WORK; BUT ALWAYS UNSUCCESSFULLY
.  SOME MISGUIDED PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT

SEEEEIRE 1S THE ULTIMATE ANSWER TO ESCAPE-FROM (OD,
ONLY TO DISCOVER JHATLEVEN JLDEATHTHEY_CANNOT

AO—TAUL VERY DAY AN AVERAGE QF. 60 ‘MERICANS
CHOOSE TO TAKE THEIR OWN LIVES, OSUICIDE IS THE
LEADING CAUSE OF DE%!H IN OUR COUNTRY,
OMEWHERE BETWEEN 2U-THOUSAND AMERICANS
EACH YEAR, AND = ND PEOPLE WORLDWIDE, SEEK
THIS RELEASE FROM THE PERILS OF LIFE AND THEIR

[II., THE INESCAPABLE GOD CAN DO THINGS IN THIS
WORLD -- Verses 13-18

THE THEOLOGICAL TERM F0§ Gop's ABILITY TO DO IS
iCALLED UNDAY C JOL TEACHER WAS
%EACHING A SE?IES OF LESSONS ON_GOD AND ASK%p

ER CLASS: S THERE. ANYTHING GOD CAN'T DO

FTER A PERIOD OF SLhENCE, ONE STUDENT RAISED HIS
AND AND REPLIED: E CAN'T PLEASE EVERYBODY,
OF COURSE; THE BIBLE SAYS HE CANNOT-LIES OR DO

Mg N TRARY-TO “HIS OWN NATURE.,  [|HE WORD

ERSE 14, SUGGESTS THE IDEA THAT THERE
: JAYS IN WHICH T D BE
DEMONSTRATED IN HUMAN HISTORY. THE AND

PRESERVATION OF THE WORLD ARE_ALL MENTI AS
VITAL PARTS Oﬁ GODES WORKS, THE NATION OF
0 ON

1S ANOTHER, WEVER, THE PSALMIST IN THIS POR
OF SCRIPTURE FOCH ES N THE SUPREME WORK OF GOD'S
HAND, NAMELY ANy N THE STATE OF CAEGFEORNFA,
THEY HAVE JUST COME THROUGH A LENGTHY COURT SESSION

CERNING.QRLGINS -AND. ESPECIALLY THAT OF MAN.

AM REMINDED OF THE STORY OF THE “EG#D AND
\Le IN TEXAS WHO WATCHES AN_EXPRESS TRAIN
TRA NG ACROSS THE COUNTRY. _LHE TOAD SAID THAT
HE_HAD HEARD THERﬁ WERE FOOLS.WHO BELIEVED SOMEBODY
THE TRAIN. ONSENSE; SAID THE LIZZAl T

LL JUST HAPPENED. [HERE ARE SOME FOOLS WHO™SAY
N {HAT THAT LOCOMOTIVE IS RUN BY A PERSON CALLED

N ENGINEER, OW SILLY, LT_RUNS ITSELF.
o MR

i
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gm OVERHEARD THE CONVERSATION, CLIMBED UP ON A
P AD SPIKE, AND SAID HERE IS A PRESIDENT
EOR HEAD OF THIS RAILROAD, | DEFY HIM TO STRIKE“ME
M
S _EXISTENGE. LVERYTHING ABOUT
THE NATURAL MAN BLINDS HIS EYES TO THE_EQQTPRINTS
_IN_HUMAN_HISTORY AND. THE- :
VWHEN HE PSALMIST SPOKE OF THE HUMAN The
BODY IN ERSE NS AWE_AND womnER. HE
' - = -zagggﬁlﬂﬁﬂp SER L IF
ONE TOOK THE MATERI A RTH OF MAN IN CHEMICAL
COMPONENTS, HE WOULD BE WORTH LESS THAN=dD, BUT
WHEN ONE THINKS OF THE WONDER% THE HMAN BODY IT
IS ABSOLUTELY ASTOUNDING. NEws & WorRLD REPORT

RECENTLY PUBLISHED A VOLUME ENTITLED THE. HUMAN Bopy,

FOR EXAMPLE, THE HUMAN@@?@DCAN DISTINGUISH NEARLY
LION.DIEFERENCES. .IN.COLC NO CAMERA CAN---
COME NEAR ITS DELICATE INTRI CIES. WHEN THE EYE
LOOKS AT SOMETHING, THE IMAGE OF THE OBJECT TS
REFLECTED OH THE6% ngﬁlL?A UPSIDE-DOWN “AND
REMERSED., HOW HE BRAIN EVE HE PICTURE
SO _WE..SEE.THE OBJECT .RIGHT-SI > THE EXACT™™
PROCESS- REMAINS A MYSTERY TO SCIENTISTS EVEN TODAY .
THE IS A SMALL MUSCLE ABOUT THE SIZE OF OUR
FIST. 1T PUMPS MQRE THAN. D-QUARTS OF BLOOD EVERY
MINUTE, OR ABOUT 2,000=GALLONS & DAY, [|HE HEART
IS SO CONSTRUCTED THAT IT CAN REST .WITHOUT
STORPPING BECAUSE OF A CERTAIN LAW -OF RHYTHM ON
WHICH IT -ORERATES. IN A LIFE TIME, THE HEART SPENDS
NEARLY..40.0F THE 70 YEARS OF AN AVERAGE LIFE-SPAN,

RESTING. THE HUMAN B@BBY PR DUCES N
RED BLOOD CE EBRFACE ﬁ%%A OF OUR
'*EUNGS‘T%ZIE _ TIMES GREATER

R_SKIN:. THERE ARE
;}hiﬂﬂ_uzﬂxg ENDINGS RER_SQUARE INCH IN THE FINGER TIP.
HE ONLY PARTS OF THE BODY MORE SENSITIVE TO TOUCH

ARE THE LIPS, TONGUE AND THE TIP OF THE NOSE. _[HE

:ggggng, -EEET_OF NERVES, HUNDREDS OF
NERVE-ENDINGS, AND__3-FEET OF BLOOD VESSELS. THE
SKIN CONTAINS MORE THAN.2-=MILLION PQRES TO RID THE
BODY OF WA SALT AND WASTE PRODUCTS. IHE ABILITY

RA:N> TO FUNCTION MAKES EVEN THE MOST
SOPHISTICATED COMPUTER LOOK LIKE A CHILD'S TOY.
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[T IS NO WONDER THAT DAVID EXCLAIMED THAT MAN R\'
«» IS FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADE.,

IV. THE INESCAPABLE GOD WILL NOT LET THE WICKED
~ GET BY -- Verses 19-24

SOME ONE HAS SUGGESTED THAT THIS ASPECT OF Gop’s
ATURE SHOULD BE CALLED HIS TOuER

HEN DAVID SAW A WORLD FILLED WITH.MlQhE_IMAND

HE WAS ASSURED OF THE FACT THAT A
WILL BRING HUMAN HISTORE TQ A PROPER
AT LEAST TWO ASPECTS OF (GODR’'S DIVINE

CHARACTER ARE.LDME AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. GOD LOVES
MEN AND HAS DONE EVERYTHING POSSIBLE WITHIN HIS

OWN CHARACTER TO REACH MEN WITH THE GOSPEL.
HOWEVER, -RigRs

_UNIVERSE. WILTSE IT THAT EVER =i ,
=?QQNEE 53_ s ‘ XA WHAT=HE “DESE . E
HIS 1S A FACT IN THE HERE AND HEREAFTER. AS A

MATTER OF FACT, DEEP IN THE HEART OF MAN, HE KNOWS
THAT SOMEWHERE IN THE-MORAL : C
MUST DO WHAT '

OD WHO DID NQI~£AR£ ABQU THE DIEEERENCE BETWEEN

RLGHT WOULD BE A Eon NOT WORTHY OF MAN'S
WORSHIP, H 800 WHO PUT N@—BISTINCIIQNS BETWEEN
THE BESTIAL CHARACTER OF-HITLER AND OTHERS LIKE
HIM AND_HIS_OWN SAINTS WOULD BE<LES
THE BIBLE STRESSES THA BE%A%§%%§¥%%%ﬁE%ﬁt ng
AND JUSTICE IS INEVITA
STAND BEFORE £50D-AS-JUDGE, [T IS—UNTHINKABLE AND
~UNACCEPTABLE THAT THE PRESENT CONFLICT BETWEEN
GOOD AND EVIL WILL LAST FEOREVER, |HERE MUST BE A

OUNTABI WHEN GOD IN AN

E AND DECISIVE FASHION DOES WHAT
JUSTICE CALLS FOR IN A MORAL UNIVERSE, =GOD=%s
AR HE_1*OVES-R OUSNESS AND~HATES rquﬁ_zv
AND IN THE LANGUAGE OF THE PSALMIST, SO SHOULD
WE. IN THE LIGHT OF THIS GREAT FACT ABOUT GOD,
LIFE BECOMES AN AWESOME EXPERIENCE, WHEN ONE
REALIZES THAT EVERY MQMENT, MQMEMEﬁI AND MUTTER

OUR LIPS 1S IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD.

" COLLEGE +$TUD: WAS WALKING WITH HIS PROFESSOR
H AN ANB INQUIRED: SEE
HOW_GOD AN BE BOTH A BOD OF LGYE AND. A :
*MRAZHs  FIOW-DO. YOU RECONCILE THE TWO




. WALKED ALONG. IN THE HEAT OF THE DAY AL?EfEﬁﬁi
| Gﬁg&iguBAIH, SOMEONE HAD TORN A LQVELY
LEFT IT ON THE PATH TO DIE, |HE PROFESSOR
POINTED TO THE FLOWER AND REMINDED HIS STUDENT
OF I “CAUSED- 1T TO"DO

| | HE PROFESSOR

HE-= N THAT _EEEDS AND

LANTS ON THE ONE HAND ALSO CAUSES
HE ) \_THE OTHER. AS LONG AS
ONSHIP TO THE SUN

THE FLOWER WAS" -
IT WAS NOURISHED; "BUT WHEN swa§g N_OFF IT
WITH GoD

BEGAN TO DIE. S0 IT 18 NG AS MAN
“TS*RTGHTEYRELATED TO_(OD AND HIS LOVE, HIS
LIFE WILt FLQ‘ ISH, BUT, WHEN HE REFUSES THE
LOVE OF 8 RIST, AND SHUTS HIMSELF AWAY
FROM THE GRACE OF GOD, SO HE FALLS UNDER THE
JUDGMENT AND WITHERING POWER OF GOD AND IS
DESTINED TO-PER IL HIS RELATIONSHIP T0 Gop
SyFASRRCIED-  DAVID BEGINS AND ENDS THE 1397H
SAL SAME THEME AND THAT IS SEARC .
His SECOND SEARCH WAS ?Nzﬂkqaaginm FOR GOD TO
RROBE, ROJNF-QUT. ANYTHING THAT WAS )
ENQLJ%Hﬁi

@) AND LEAD HIM IN THE WAY HE SHOULD IN THE
WORDS OF HOWARD HENDRICKS, T
DE-CLOTHLIG TO BE DEALT WITH BY [jIM AND LED BY

I

M IN WHATEVER WAY IRES.
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PSALM 139 T

SMALL CHILDREN PLAY A IN WHICH THEY COVER
THE EYES WITH THEIR HA -

UPS PLAY THIS GAME TOO, HE FACT THAT THEY CAN-

S ES.

SALM DESTROYS THAT ILLUSION,

DAM WAS THE FIRST MAN WHO ATTEMPTED TO HIDE FROM
NLY TO DISCOVER THAT SUCH ACTION WAS _NOT

POSSIBLE. (RELATE sTorRY oF CHuc ) THE
PSALM BEFORE US SETS FORTH SOME OF THE GREAT

ALIBIBUIES. OF Gop.
I GO - -V, 1-

THE WORD OMNISCIENT IS A WHICH

SIMPLY MEANS OR THAT
KNOWING, NOTICE THE EMPHASES IN TH

FIRST SIX
VERSES ON THE WORD KNOW OR KNOWN N THE K VERY
FIRST VERSE THE WORD AND CARRYS
SOME INTERESTING IDEAS. HE IDEA OF Ageiﬂiﬂﬁ
OR PLOR dmGOUMERY 1S SUGGESTED
BY THE WORD SEARCH., AS _EXAMINED R

: N VERSE

AND_KNOWS _ALL _ABOUT LS - SNEREEINE

TWO THE TERM DOWNSITTING AND UPRISING SUGGESTS

THAT GOﬁ KNOWS EVEN THE-S.IMPEE
E SEES THE USUA WE DO

LIEE, USUAL ORDINARY THINGS

AND TS FULLY AWARE OF THESE. GOD ALSO KNOWS OUR
MOST  uehSSmOSNER WE HAVE %FROM
GoD, SOMEONE HAS SEGGESTED THAT FAR

OFF" SUGGESTS THAT

BEING _FORMED. OMPARE HEB. 4: CCORDING
TO VERSE FOUR GOD KNQWS WHAT ' _—

I SCIENTISIS HAS SPOKEN OF
THE FACT THAT.WD IS EVER LOST. ONCE IT
IS UTTERED 1{ REMAINS FOREVER IN THE UNIVERSE
SQMEWHERE, IF WE HAVE THE ABILITY OR PROPER
INSTRUMENTS WE COULD B-EEB.EIHBLB_N_Y_SMLD THAT
IS EVER BEEN UTTERED. (0D HAS THAT ABILITY,

»NO
N WILL BE ABLE TQ SAY AS
) IN A COURT OF LAW

JHAT." GOD CAN_REPRODUCE THE QRIGINAL. [HIS

Bl tapee”




IS A FRIGHTENING THOUGHT TO SOME AND A COMFORT
TO OTHERS WHO UNDERSTAND WHAT GOD DOES WHEN HE

ﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂﬁ.ﬂw- N THESE VERSES,
AVID SAID UOD KNOWS ALL ABOUT US, OUR ASEIRAIJQNSJ
CIRCUMSTANCES, ACCOMP
mmuuﬁam'm—"mmsvm SINGLE %
OF LIFE: IS CONCLUSION IN VERSE SIX

OMNISCIENCE OF LOD COULD BEST BE SUMMED UP IN A

COMMON EXPRESSION HSED BY YOUNG PEOPLE TODAY -
IT BLOWS MY MIND!

IT. GOD IS OMNIPRESENT - HE IS EVERYWHERE PRESENT
AND WE CANNOT HI M HIM - Vs, /=12

IN THESE VERSES THE WORD ” " EMPHASES THE
OMNIPRESENCﬁ OF GOD, THAT IS GOD I
I

S=ENERYWHERE
o ENT IN S UNIVERSE. AVID TEACHES THAT =
*HERE IS NO SUCH PLA&QDfS A _ﬁQD_EQBSAﬁEN_ELALE
THEIST WROTE: UT HIS
DAUGHTER IN READING THE STATEMENT Py! DIFFERENT
SPACING ETWEEN THE WORDS AND READ

HERE. VID THINKS OF THE SXEREMNEEES OF THE
™

ERSE AND M., THE PL.ACE OF THE DEAD.
N VERSE NI”E<E§ SPEAKS OF THE UTTERMOST PARTS
OF THE SEA. OME MEN HAVE DESCENDED SEVERAL

MILES BENEATH THE SUREACE OF THE SEA IN A STEEL
DIVING BOAT CALLED A . AT THAT DIS-

TANCE THE BLACKNESS.QFTHEOCEAN LS-ABSQLULE .
[T 1S BROKEN OCCASIONALLY_BY NUMEROUS TINY

PHOSPHORSCENT FLICKERS. THOSE WHO HAVE DESCENDED
TO THE DEPTHS OF THE OCEAN SAY THAT THEmBLACKNESS
-&S-JNGREELBLE AND THERE C
ARCH LIGHTS. &LJ IT WERE POSSIBLE TO
THE _DEPTHS O HE _QCFAD NOULD B
DE..ERQM.GOD B A MAN WHO
'HOUGHT HE COULD HIDE FROM GOD O THE.SHREAGEGQE
_HE.S.EAJ HE DISCOVERED THE LENGTHS TO WHICH GOD
L GO TO DEAL WITH A DISQBEDIENT SON! ToDAY
MEN ALSO TRY TO HIDE FROM GOD BUT THEY TRY QNEER
WENEHGRS. OSOME TRY PLEASURE

LRUGS
B e o VSIS = 15
PLE BELIEVE THA
THE ANSWER TO ESCAPE ONLY TO DISCOVERA HA gxgu
LN _DEATH THEY CANNOT HIDE_EROM (GOD. AFTER
»  SPEAKING OF THE MATTER OF DlSIéNQE NOW THE
PSALMIST SPEAKS OF DARKNESS, CRIMINALS ATTEMPT

0 HIDE THEIR CRIMES UNDER THE CLOAK OF DARKNESS.
HE PERCENTAGE OF CRIME IS HIGHER AT NligB THAN

‘_V(ZJLﬁ

(5

- -
) N )
NO Pl A




kﬁxﬁn-éidaf@i

IN THE DAY. ALTHOUGH THIS SEEMS TO BE ;
~  (ReLaTE ARTICLE IN U,S. NEWS AND WORLD ﬁEﬁEﬁ#ﬁE
CONCERNING KINDNESS DAY IN WASHINGTON AND ROVING
BANDS OF BLACKS.) LARGE CITIES HAVE LEARNED THAT
ONE WAY TO CUT_THE CRIME RATE IS TO INCREASE
LIGHTING, SEVERAL YEARS AGO THE CITY OF DETROIT
SELECTED CERTAIT AREAS OF HIGH CRIME AND
THEPEHDING, [N ONE AREA_CRIME DECLINED 18/
AND IN ANOTHER AREA 55%, THE CITY THEN ADOPTED
A TEN YEAR MASTER PLAN CALLING FOR THE INSTAL-
LATION OF IN DETROIT AT
A COST OF . |HE
DARKNESS DOES NOT BOTHER (GOD FOR THE NIGHT IS AS
BRIGHT AS DAY AS FAR AS HE IS CONCERNED,

I11, = -~ ~

NOTICE”IN THIS SECTION THE EMPHASES ON THE WORD
WOR'K.S MEAN _O AL_Q) QMO all \
= POWER O O 1) B s ¥
SCTHEY-DESIRE RISWELL TELLS AN INTER-
ESTING STORY ABOUT A JQAD AND WATCHIN% A
»  EXPRESS TRAIN TRAVELING ACROSS WEST TEXAS, [HE
THERE ARE FOOLS WHQ BELIEVE SOMEBODY

MADE THAT TRAIN. NONSENSE! IT JYysST HAPPENED
OF ITSELF, : "AND THERE ARE
FOOLS WHO SA I3 RN GY 4 LOCONOTIVE

ENGINEER., SUCH STUPIDITY T RUNS BY ITSELF,”

OVERHEARD THE LEARNED DISCUSSION BETWEEN
“THE TWO, CLIMBED JPON ONE CORNER OF A RAILROAD
SPIKE AND SAI SOME FOOLS SAY THAT THERE IS

A MAN CALLED BéESIDENT WHOSE AT THE HEAD OF THIS
RAILROAD, SUCH GROSS CREDULITY!

: HERE ARE MANY WAYS IN
WHICH THE POWER QF GOD HAS BEEN DEMONSTRATED IN

HUMAN HISTORY. [HE CREATION AND_PRESERVATION
))OF THIS WORLD ARE VITAL BUT THE PSALMIST SPEAKS

OF THE COMBLEXLTY OF il SUNMSRONS AS AN IN-
DICATION OF GOD S POWER TO DO THINGS. HE

COMPLEXITY OF THE HUMAN BODY IS STAGGERING.
THE CHEMICAL COMPONENTS IN DOLLARS AND CENTS
WOULD BE WORTH SOMETHING LESS THA

@  SCIENTISTs TELL US THAT IN OUR COMPUTE
HUMAN NERYOUS SYSTEM AND _HUMAN BRAIN MAKE THE )
MOST ADVANCED COMPUTER LOOK LIKE AN ERECTOR SETR® & /
LOOK AT THE HUMAN BODY FOR A MOMENT - THE HAND

'\\;_____________4444444444444444447 ,A//
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[

WE EAT, WRITE, WORK AND DO AN ALMOST INFINITE
F Y NUMBER OF TASKS WITH AN <AMAZING. INSIRUMENT CALLED

THE HAND, HEEE%- %w

. THE - A SMALL
MUSCLE ABOUT THE SIZE OF A MANS FIST. IT PUMPS
BLOOD AT THE RATE OF ABOUTTEBQH.EALLQNS IN A
WENTVEEQUR-HOUR PERIOD, [F A PERSON LIVED TO

THE AGE OF SEVENTY, THIS SMALL ORGAN WEIGHING

ABOUT ONE-HALF PQUND WOULD HAVE PUMPED IN THE
EIGHBORHOOD OF wbaludiblbeleiQl. GALLONS. OF BRI 00D,
HE AMAZING THING IS THAT THE HEART IS SO
CONSTRUCTED THAT IT CAN

BECAUSE OF A CERTAIN LAW OF RHYTHM IN WHICH

IT OPERATES: IN A LIFE TIME, THE HEART SPENDS

RN AVERAGE SIZE PERSONS HEART BEATS OVER

“3¢H ONE HUNDRED THREE THOUSAND TIMES A DAY, YOU

BREATH 3%ER TWENTY-THREE THOUSAND TIMES AND <S.ox
INHAL » EAT THREE TO

» DRINK ’
THE

BODY MAINTAINS A STEADY TEMPERATURE DEGREES
N UNDER ALL WEATHER CONDITIONS, HE BODY GENER-

A§ES ) Y, SPEAKS ABOU

» MOVES AND USES ABOUT

MUSCLES, AND WALKS

UNDER NORMAL CONDITION . i ;

IS NO WONDER THAT DAVID EXCLAIMS THAT HE IS

FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADE!

IV. GOD 1S OMNIRIGHTEQUS - HE WILI DEAL WITH THE
GODLY - Vs, [9-77

DAVID SAW THE WORLD FILLED WITH thLENI AND
. HE WAS ASSURED THAT GOD WOULD DEAL
WITH SUCH MEN BECAUSEHE.LS RIGHIFQUS., |HERE
ARE SOME FOLK WHO DO NOT UNDERSTAND HOW GOD CAN
E BOTH AND AT THE SAME TIME,
HIS PRGﬁE*ﬁNﬁhs INB+ﬁEIﬁQ“§‘OF A YOUNG COLLEGE
STUDENE WHO WAS WAL KING WITH HIS PROFESSOR WHO
WAS A CHRISTIAN,

& v+ HOW.DO
wlObbeRECONCLLE.THE _TWO, HE DAY WAS HOT AND
) AS THEY WALKED ALONG A GARDEN PATH SOMEONE HAD
TORN OFF A LOVELY F ANB LAID IT ON THE
PATH TO WILT AND DIE. HE FROFESSOR POINTED TO

.K\h; B 4//



‘ IT AND SAID TO HIS YOUNG FRIEND "LOOK AT THIS
@  FLOWER ALL_WITHERED AND DYING WHAT CAUSGR IT

TO DO THIS? CAME REPLY.

el EeSANELSUN THAT - &
ON THE ONE RN THEM ON

THE OTHER, As LONG.

AS i ]

SUN. IT WAS NOURISHED BUT WHEN IT WAS BROKEN OFF

. 90 IT IS WHEN MEN_RLGHILY

IS LOVE® IS UPON_THEM AND IN
THEIR LIVES AND THEY FLOURISH. BUT WHEN THEY
REFUSE HIS LOVE IN CHRIST AN

RK IN THEIR LIVES THEY FA R

WER_OF
WEQUIRED FOR MEN TO STAND BEFORE
REQUIRES OF ME THE QNE_HAND,

HE OFFERS WIBH THE OTHER. TI Corn, 5:21)
IN VERSE 22 DAvVID SO CAUGHT-UP IN HIS RE
LATIONSHIP WITH Gon THAT HE EXCbAIMS THAT GoD
ENEMIES WERE HIS ENEMIES TO0O AVID WAS SAYING
THAE HE WAS OPPOSED TO THOSE WHO WERE OPPOSED
OoD. UAVID CONCLUDES THE PSALM WITH A PRAYER.
. He WAS CONCERNED THAT THERE BE NO WAY OF GRIEF
"IN EIS LIFE THAT WOULD BRING SORROW TO THE HEART
oF Gobp.




RKS **f BCC/AM
Fet, 6759 18/74

2 Cor, 5:17

( . L ,,.i;g T?XT

Set, &g‘,)

IN SOME PARTS OF RUR CITY, IT IS DLEELCULT Qs
_gA;E.AQQBEaaza. FRIEND SAID RECENTLY THAT HE HAD
LIVED IN CHARLESTON FOR TWENTY YEARS BUT STILL GETS
LOST IN SQUEHHILLS! COMMEN§ REGARDING A FRIEND
AND HIS APPRAISAL OF WINSTON-SALEM 9ND ? -
LATE THIS To CHARLESTON AND A HE THURSDAY
EVENING VISITATION PROGRAM VERIFIES THIS STATEMENT.
Dumos i alim@EZLOWN GUESTS CAN NOT LOCATE OUR HOUSE, WE
By -oT HAVE TO MEET THEM ON ONE OF THE MAJOR ROADS, ESCORT
THEM TO OUR HOME. ONE FAMILY, YEARS AGO, SPENT,IHQ
TRYING TO LOCATE OUR HOUSE --
VERY MAN HAS A

CITY, AND COUNTRY.' IHE
1“ﬁr PERSON ALSO HAS A

e

THA STREET;
IBLE SUGGESTS THAT EVERY
WHICH REFLECTS
PERSON IS EITHER @v

1S RPIRFTUAL, CONEITIONA Eiiii E

AUL DELIGHTED TO USE IN HIS WR G$ SOME
OTHING CAN EE ADDED TO THE BELIEVER' S  SEEND

HRIST. N THIS RESPECT,
OD AND THIS IS

GOD SEES TEVER [N CHRIGT s Rﬁ
u THE CHRISTIAN'S LIFE IS VIEWED IN TERME
UST AS ABLRD DEPENDS UPON THE AIR FOR %

Owuni'

j!cpﬁ\
Wil FLIGHT, A ELSH UPON WATER FOR SURVIVAL , mefbuk
1Ta) THE SOIL 4usSQ SPIRIFUAE=ATMOSPHES
ERE HEREFORE, PAUL TALKS
ABOUT THE, BELIEVER WHO 1S IN CHRIST. WHAT KIND OF

MANISHE’?(%LJQ / )6 i e 2

(LT

~ \degle Oslwv L\n’-&g
I. THE MAN IN CHRIST IS A CHANGED MAN - Y§::IZ

"FOR_IF A MAN IS IN CHRIST, HE BECOMES A NEW PER
ER,  THE PAST IS FIW
SH_AND ILLIPS TRANS.)

| KNOW OF NO OTHER VERSE IN THE NEw TESTAMENT WHICH
SPEAKS MORE OF TH ‘%&% A PERSON UNDERGOES
WHEN HE RECEIVES UHRIST A GoD DOES NOT

%/g



O%L_:‘Elﬁf{:é%‘:‘tu—%l*o e ¢
I”E MQN IN E“BISI(:! ASt A"\JAE Sapr® Q .Gmn..
@ N gar)— n %.4,2 it 607‘“

EN 0 AL RATHER MAKES SOMETHING

7~ HE PHRASE ‘ POIN'I"S CK I TIMI%
ﬁ i
N THE

TO A FORMER PERIOD,

IS USED IN THE NEW ]
OLp TESTAMENT, THECQLD) (2 ETER 5) ANB
SATAN WHO IS CALLED THATMIDYSERPENT (Rev, "12:

20:2) THE PHRASE § IS IN A PARTICULAR
TENSE THAT INDICATES OUR OLD LIFE HAS PASSED
> ) BYOR RASSEDALONG, IT HAS SSABREARED. [HE WORD
% REFERS TO A FRESH-SEART. PAUL HAS IN MIND
: TSP TUAL EPHESIANS 2:1)

A PEA ‘i-l!! :.l

ANL e GERAVE
REATED

=9 AND

. A

» HE NO LONGER LIVES BY

2 SEFrET— |HE BLBLE ABOUNDS WIT&D STRAT
THISJéfgiuu.gu;JEu;?gs AN |
L / HégﬁauABLIAu.NOMAN oF JOHN 4.CAUUR OWN}
# Y. P WHOSE LIFE WAS DRASTTCALLY
RELATE THE CONVERSION OF
: WHOSAID;FEELING 0 EELING,
ATE THE STORY O

6B I )

_ ~- IS FILLED WITH PEOPLE WHO AT
e W E VERGE OF ELESSLY AD-

DICTED T 5 mm%w

nmwﬁlﬁ UN-HAJI’.P}.WITH LIFE UNTIL CHRI .

L OF THAT. [IHE STORY IS TOLD CONCERNING

%THAT HIS LIFE WAS SO DRASTICALLY_ CHANGED

T IENDS COULD HARDLY BELIEVE IT. THEY

ASKED A CERTAIN MAN WHQ WAS CLOSE TO STUDD ABQUT

HIS CONVERSION, _"A AN SAY, | P IED

THAT THOUGH . ! \ T. RE_ISeA L

MANENSIDE.™ " [F YOU "CHRIST, THE SAME SKID

AY COVER YOUR FRAME, BUT INSIDE THERE IS A N_NﬁMAﬂ!

THIS IS NOT YOUR CASE, MAYBE YOU HAVE ACCEPTED A
SUBSTITUTE INSTEAD OF LIFE_LN_EH.EU.SI

IT. THE MAN IN CHRIST IS A CONCERNED MAN - VS. 11

THE WORD

A"“‘

THE WORD IN THE
IN_THE LIGHT_OF

"MEN WHO DQ ""whﬂ':
o~ Dl -'-”'4' I.ivmﬁf
MENTIONEQ
THE FEAR OF wBi
ABUSED BY ANLZOVER

’Pp.& Meante - CQommet ro 'e-l-'- CAW&_
bt G .. NOT NOw .,

HIS VERSE, IS NOT
2 A CHILD WHO HAS BEEN
T BUT RATHER IT IS A

o —J



o

:"1?-6 r:a

ODAY, MEN AR
(RELATE RECENT COMMENTS c~
MEN ARE MORE CONCERNED WI
AVERAGES THAN WITH THEIR
THAT MEN ARE SINNERS AND MUST G
() QL. FO >

-

\NA

E O 1TENTSON
H IS VERSE SAYS MEN

OULD YOUR REACTION B -
EING ON_FIRE AND YOU HAVING THE OPPORTON
WouLD YOU SIT_CASUALLY. BY AND WATCH “HIM.
? AN INFINITELY GREATER ISSUE IS

1SH _IN _THE FLAMES?
AT STAKE REGARDH#NG=LHE LOST CONDITION OF MEN OUTSIDE
C ) . Ay /
LT STL A Nl deke 73
u l LD f

"C | T=CHRTS . ) ’DD
'S 2 P’"‘Z"E/ﬁ‘;ﬁ"\
COUPLED WITH.T “[VE OF REVERENT AL _FEAR, PAUL
INKS THE- oF CHRIST. [T Is CHR FOR
S WHICH PROMPTS QUR LOVE FOR_HIM,

AN

_WORD

. N DE™= _TIPQON .,

b‘ﬁ“!‘""‘
WAS REFLETCING
. 21T THE
OVE OF (HE e ‘ The
CHINA, JODSONY LA 10 | ¥ :figk |

S MAOT IV 3-

A "1
REACHING THE-LOST FoOl RTS IF THIS IS NOT THE
MOTIVATION,_KATLURE AND NOT SUCCESS WILL BE THE
OUTCOME. & XOU ARE A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER AND
LOVE IS THE MONVATION OF YOUR MINISTRY, YOUR CLASS

i S——y

Medrce

;]‘- L) lﬁn‘l;) A7 Lundde .

OVCrTr




NeT
WILln GROW, WITHOUT IT, ALL ‘EFFORT, [REGARDLESS OF
'
IV, - VS, 18-20
e THE WORD ‘

wRACE . IN.OUR

RC (NELATE THE STORY

SPLE? AND THEIR FAILURE TO
H .

MDS AR NEPOS LI

N FoF JESUS REGARDING THE DISC
IWHICH HE HAD NO OTHER PLANV

| b SAVED, [T rs THAT MESSAGE OF ribdedallEs
LT PAUL SAYS HAS BEEN

- L =COMMITTED IO _US
“"WE STAND TODAY A;Jﬂﬁ;;;gﬁ§§5ﬂgﬁ3§ INVITING MEN TO
CHRIST. THOUGH THE WAY HAS BEEN OPENED FOR MEN TO

BE SAVED, IN ORDER FOR IT TO BE _w MEN MUST
0 E

ACCEPI OF CHRIST JINDIVIDUALLY USE THE
M GRECONCILE JWITH REFERENCE TO OUR-BAMCSEATEMENT -
HE ENDC - , :
1 D - =~ {} 2 M N A ME I F
= IEERIGI TSRS ~WADT TJ ]

=R -'._ulf‘—uunul NE S TAN

\\\q AVLO « |HE ME
MESSAGE ARE CALLED €
1 TERM WAS ONE WHICH TH

DEFEATED ANOTHER COUNTRY IN
_BATTLE, THEY SENT TO THE PROVINCE

\TED
AUL SEES “HTMSELF As_a.,.w
OES00D EXPLAINING THE ,CONDLELIONS AND

0 OD TO MEN CONCERNING MEMBERSHIP IN His

FAMILY, K OF THE CHARAC LLCS OF AN AMBAS-
£™ SADOR: 1E HAS NUSBESSAGE OF T N, ONLY

- THAT..OF. £ou TRY, \OR C b L

N HIS 1S COUNTRY IS JUDGED BYali1S BEHAVIOR.

HE HONOR OF "CHRIST IS IN OUR HANDS. HE 1s A




THE_MAN N CHRIST o =y 5,

STRANGER, IN A FOREIGN LAND SPEAKING A-DIFFERENT
» -LANGUAGE, THE CHRISTIAN IS AN ALIEN IN THIS LD,
A CITIZEN OF HEAVEN, DIFFERENT. .IN.EVERY WAY, AN
AMBASSADOR 1S IME OF WAR.
THE CHURCH wHEN THEC RAP%URE TAKES PLACE. PAUL USES
THIS TERM IN EPHESIANS WHERE HE SAYS "] AM AN
EVEN IN JAIL, PAUL CQNSIDERED
IMSELF A SPOKESMAN AND REPRESENTATIVE FOR (OD.
VEN IN JAIL, HE WON MEN TO CHRIST.

V. THE MAN IN CHRIST IS A CONFIDENT MAN - VS, 6-8

THE WORD "GONFTDENF" IN VERSE 0 AR FR ST 8 LITER-
=R_OR A\G IN THE FIRST
3 VERSES OF THE CHAPTER, © CTURES -HIMSELF . AS

~AERUIEDINGEORSHOUSE . 1S BODY IS Am%s
AND _AS LONG AS HEIS AT.HOM IN THIS BODY OR HO

s isHQWEVER, HE ENVISIONS A
DEATH Wi C YFROM HIS PRESENT
HOUSE OR NOT BE A MOMENT OF
SORROW OR DESPAIR; BUT AT THAT MOBENT HE WILL S§Mpb§

HILIPPIANS 1:
4™ HE |OOKS UPON QEAT?
HIS C

. To BE WITH CHRIST
THATEWHEN”:A ;EHRISTIAN

R ESTABLISHES ”
S PRESENT O
TOD TEPHEN SAleIM AFTER HIS DEATH AND RESUR-
TJON, "AND JESUS STANDING ON THE RIGHT HAND OF
Gob. “WHEN HE HAD BY HIMSELF PURGED OUR SINS,
% T DOWN ON HE RIGHT HAND OF THE MAJESTY..ON. HIGH."

EBREWS..1 !%”W% w-
» » b *‘é [

AdR BUT RATHER'-f -

EVERAL YEARS AGO, DR, CHARLES STEVENS TOLD ME THE
STORY OF HIS EXPERIENCE AT AGE_1Z LEAVING THE STATE
TO GO TO WASHINGTON TO SEE ASLSLER AND

WHO LIVED THERE. HE HAD HEARD HIS

ROTHERS *‘ SISTER SPEAK OF THE W%Y;
AND HE HAD SAMED FOR MONTHS IN ORDER TO GET ENOUG

TO RIDE THE JRAIN. AS THEY NEARED THE CITY, HE
COULD SEE THE L AND SUDDENLY
-&H—h% HE TRAIN ROARED INTO swhlNMEL ,
AT THE TION HE COULD SEE THE FACES oF“HTs::uQ_

3RQIHER M, HE TELLS THE STORY OF-sfill
& WITH HIS LOVER=QNES, SEEING THE SIGHJS
TER ON IN LIFE HE WAS MADE AWARE OF
HAT IT WAS POSSIBLE TO REACH THE NATION'S
[ CAPITOL BYuRLANE. DR. STEVENS ASSOCIATES THIS EX-




THE MAN IN CHRIST 6.

PERIENCE WITH THESIWQ-GROUPS PEOPLE WHO WILL
e« MEET THE Lo.m_w_ua.amg. SOME WILL ARRIVE IN

GLORY " BXewllB';OTHERS WILL ARRIVE BY VIRTUE OF

___;gETeﬁﬂughTEE_nggﬁH.) BUT THE POINT IS THAT THE
STGNAL AND
SI!!!!H!F!II!E!IEEH!I!!EI

ESPECIALLY WITH JESU 1EVERS,
DEATH MAY BE A MATTER GREATLY &EARED. YOU MAY BE

LLIKE THE PATIENT WHO SAID TO HER,.COUNTRY_DOCTOR
I

JHE _OTHER..SIDE..OE..DEATH, HE DOCTOR RELATED
PATIENT THE STORY OF HIS=BQG ON THE OTHER SIDE OF
THE DOOR WHO,WHEN THE DOOR WAS OPENED,BOUNDED INTO
THE ROOM SHOWING GREAT DELIGHT. [HE DOG HAD NEVER
BEEN IN THE ROOV ; HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT IT
JAS LIKE INSIDE., HE ONLY KNEW HIS .MASTIER THERE
AND WHEN THE DOOR WAS OPENED, HE CAME-THROUGH WITH-
OUT FEAR. | OFTEN THINK OF THE STORY THEY TOLD OF
AN OLD WELSH PREACHER,WHO ON HIS DEATH BED, RAISED
HIS ARM IN FAREWELL AND SAID TRIUMPHANTLY "RRIME

W AS IF SEEJING HEA%! CHARIQTS TO
ORT HIM TO GLORY. (ﬂ.ﬁ j K rens

o el e

-




RoBERT K., SPRADLING Aueust 28, 1977

AM,
: THE EXCEPTIONS OF JESUS
£ ™
THE d “ 1S USED INTHE BIBLE AS A SYNONYM - -
bl SELCHMUST
..
USED THIS WORD

' OW PASSENGERS CONCER ING T
mEURING THAT EVENTFUL VOYAGE TO ROME, ;
Y THE WAY, THIS IS ONE OF THE GRBAT VERSES

IBLE CONCERNING

AN S RESPQUSIBLLLLY, IN THE
MAT ERW ALVATION IS ACCORDING
TO WOD NOT MAN S,

YET EUL ENCOURAGED
HUMAN EFFORT AS WHEREBY GOD WOULD ACCOMPLISH
HIS SOVERIEGN PW

. THE EXCEPT OF CONVERSION'- MATT. 18:3-5

EVEN TH
P ()

)
Al _J

OF JESUS WERELNOT _IMMUNE FROM

e ann R ) -3 @

Y LIVED IN
S ME WHEN: ANS, 1VER AMB!![%HS FOR
fOFFICE TO A- POINTFHAT_THESE=POLITICIA OQUGHT THE
+REAVOR O

; HE DEQPLE AND WOULD_TIA Eﬂrnmnummumm
I AR b O GALNEHELRCEAVO D) HETHER A SITU-

ATION WAS RLGHT OR WRgi NOSLH .Wy_:;- ..... ‘THEIR

DESIRES, HEY SOUGHS 30V.E £VER) NG

AND IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE DTSCIPLESHAD=—

SEENTAFFLICTED WITH THE SAME SPIRIT. IHEY WERE

CONCERNED ABou

OM LI\

CONCERNE YOQ‘;T S T THEY SHOULD HAYE BEEN
CONCERMNEB=-ABQ UG £S5 _IN, ORDERTO _HAVE A _PROMI—

NTLPOS ITLONPN [] DOM_THEY MUST TAKE THE PLA
3 A (L [T D) N UDE O SELE IMPORTANC!
AND A DE RE FOR IW BUT ONE OF HUMRBLE_SUBMIS-

AND A PROP E TOWARD OTHERS.
wo?nm IS NOT THE
T ANS TO TURN OR
URN BACK, T LES WERE TRAVELING THI

“SUEN 1S NOT THE _WAY OF GREATNESS BEFORE BOD.
MENTS FOR MESSIAH'S KINGDOM WERE SRIRITUAL

LR wulliy o
& éuuhﬂhl.:::fég;
K Faver — £
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*@‘/ 3 'a'*‘-rf“m%us

" n
N "L e
ORD-y—M oD,

THIS PRA Y

NS CABRIES A DEVASTATING STATEMENT ABOUT
CE.—AND THE TIMES OF THIS I .
OW COMMANDETH ALL MEN EVERYWHERE TQ
E_HATH APPOINTED A DAY IN THE WHICH
_WORD IN RIGHTEOUSNESS BY THAT MAN

_ORDAINED; WHEREOF HE HATH GIVEN. ASSURANCE
L] gHAI_HE ~HATH RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD.

1) & o~ M) 2 00,
AAR) dtave Ag:ﬁ%_._ 7 /
USNESS - 500

_OF RIGHTEQ MaTT,

BELIEVED THAT A RIGHT
RELATION 0D WAS DEPENDENT UPON THEIR
OWN | OR THAT REASON,
THEY DEVOTED THEIR LIVES TO
WORK&_Q§¥Q£$ OF COMPASSION AND WITHOUT DIVINE

APPROVAL. HE WORD EXCEED IN THE TEXT MEANS UORE,

RIG 0

~ B0D_BY FAILTH, i 30 0’-""_‘ (L
|/ H.

b
{%ﬁ CHARACTERIZED IN THE O T, As "E
RAGS. " (Is, 64:6) THIS VERY CHAPTEB; .
~  THE REFERENCE IS TO CORDING

TO THE DIBLE, YOU AND WOULD NEVER BE CONSCIOUS OF

OUR OWN SPIRITUAL BANK IN THE MATTER OF
IGHTEO RE IT NOT FOR THE MINISTRY OF THE
OLY OPIRIT.

G

D OF S

PDGM

LD R H () 1\ BEHA i
NOL A \ [\ _ll’""‘“’l'ﬂ.. QLS. _MAN,
WHEN THE B 'tNG SINNER COMES TO RTST, H Nl
RECEIVES IN THE DIVINE RECORDS IN GLORVQ‘Ii'IS- .
EIGHTEOUSNESS IMPUTED TO HIS ACCOUNT. h‘;_}? ”2}

AUL DEVOTES CONSIDERABLE SPACE IN THE BOOR-OF —
OMANS TO SHOW THAT HUMAN RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NOT

A MATTER o STANDING BEFORE GoDw_(CF.
N THE f?
IS MENTIONEQié=¥#EFS 0 SH

™ BRAHA ANDOTHERS

UFFICIENT . A

JUR STANDIN
ST'S RIGHTEOUS-




P

AND MATERIAL.
TO EMPHASIZE T

ESUS USED THE WORD
OTHER ASPECT OF

AND NOT EleIL45L3
JBMBEBE 1N JoHN j'

' BEING SAVED.

J
THE EMPHASIS IS UPON THE%*ﬂﬂﬂﬁ:ﬁiﬁ:ﬂi;ﬁﬁﬁMAI&ﬂN
NAME Y, RSIO} uhﬁHE OHN PASSAGE IS REFERRING TO

LVATION, NAMELY,
RD OF (GOD DECLARES THAT
NEED TO BE CHANGED SPIRITUALLY.

HE MAN OUTSIDE OF UHRIST IS L
ARKNESS AND NEEDS TO BE BROUGHT INT
AND LIFE THROUGH THE DIVINE WORK OF THE HOLY PIRIT

CALLED REGENERATION, HIS EXPERIENCE IS SO IMPORTANT
THAT SOMEONE HAS WELL SAID,

_ ‘ HESE P
“IAPQSS] ;‘OR A PERSON TO GO TO
"HEAVEN WHO HAS NOT BEEN BORN AGAIN!

[1. THE EXCEPT OF REPENTANCE - Luke 13;3-5
TAS

O(a...
IN THE CONTEXT, THE DISCUSSIQN AD TO DO wlfa CERTAIN
PEOPLE WHO WERE MURDERED RY PILALF  AND ANOTHER
ROUP,, SOME IN NUMBER, WHO WERE KILLED WHEN A
SEANETOQWER ACCIDENTLY FELL ON THEM AND KILLED THEM.,
HE- QUESTIO~\ ROSE AS TO WHETHER OR NOJwoIHESE=REQRLE

a YD R .-m

an “TESE --‘.-:..:a_a <A TFSA 7\_._7 FLL o &
H =:-' A A D YCCIDERNT 20F D,
0 - = LN . \‘
iei-iu-.«u-dma’_ WORD USED TO DESCRIBE THAT DOOM
IS THE WOR D«J’iz‘?. THIS WORD IS USED IN Luke—L
AND 1S TRANSLATED | . _|HE SAME_ IS TRUE OF I% EQRIN.
J .

™~

SOME OF THIS MAY BE INVOLYED IN REP NTANCT. HOWEVER,
JHE. PRIMARY WORD FOR REPENTANCE IN THE MEANS

: AS A MATTER OF FACT, IT MIGHT
OVER ONE'S CONDITION AND
HAS BEEN CHANGED ABOUT THE

SOME PEOPLE ARE -SOREM ABOQUT THEIR
BUT HAVE NEVER REPENTED. IHEIR LIVES HAVE
EVER BEEN CHANGED. [HEY ARE LIKE THE LITTLE GIRL

[ "’:’\//\

AND
MIND T




=1 i

THE SPIRIT OF THE TWELVE wise L g/
CULuke 9¢1, 55

THE MEN WHOM JESUS CALLED TO BE HIS DISCIPLES WERE
DESTINED FOR GREATNESS., HOWEVER, WE MAKE.A_ ML
éF WE THINK THEY WERE-REREE&E. [HEY WERE NOT,
OMEONE HAS WELL SAID HE BEST OF MEN ARE STILL
MEN AT THEIR BEST . [|HE TWELVE DISCIPLES WERE NOT
—SURERHUMANLBEINGS ENDOWED WITH ; :

~SPECIAL MYSTICAL
;ﬂ%&hﬁiﬁES.uNAMALLABLE OR UNATTAINABLE BY OTHER MEN.
ALISTICALLY SPEAKING, MOST OF THEM WERE-UNSORELS-
F ekl EANWORKMEN , ) -0 X

] \ "' "

ADVANCED _ HE _RABB N ERUSALEM, SLHE.
(POWER DID NOT COME FROM EBHGAFEON OR ~Gi=FYRE, BUT
RATHER UPON THEIR A TO THE

~sPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIP
ETERNAL GoD. JESUS !lllnﬁ THESE MEN [N ORDER THAT
THEY MIGHT_BE $BMT TO DO HIS WORK. (COMPARE VERSE

ND VERSE 10--THE TWO TERMS DISCIPLES AND ARQGSTLES.
HEY, AS WE, WERE NOI.CHQOSEN QRDER TO FOLD THEIR
ARMS AND SPEND THFTF_ETVEg-CdﬁgﬂKTm:KTING THEMSELVES
ON BEING SAVED. [|HEY WERE CALLED IN ORDER THAT THEY
MIGHT HELP QTHERS AND EXTEND THE WORK OF JESUS CHRIST
ON EARTH. | wouLD BE TH RST TO RECOGNIZE THAT

WE SHOULD EXERCISE -GREAT=CARE_LN QLR JEREmppeday OF

THE TWELVE DISCIPLES. WE HAVE NOTHING TO BRAG ABOUT
IN OUR RELATIONSHIP TO THE SAVIOUR. HOWEVER, IN

THIS CHAPTER, AS IN NO OTHER, WE SEE THE RRATEFEES
OF THE MEN WHOM JESUS CALLED TO BE TRAINED IN THE

.GREAIESI_SW%THAT EVER_EXISTED., [HEY LIVED AND
\iJORKED WITH THE GREATEST—EACHER WHO EVER LIVED,

N THIS CHAPTER, WE GET A KEEN INSIGHT INTO THEIR
TOWARD THEIR WORK. IN THIS CHAPTER, THEY
DEMONSTRATE AT LEAS w TOWARD THE
WORK OF THE GOSPEL. WE WILL EXAMINE THESE SIX WRONG
SPIRITS TODAY,

I. AN INCONSIDERATE SPIRIT -- vs. 10-12

ACCORDING TO MARK 6:31, THERE 1S SOME INDICATION THAT
ONE OF THE REASONS WHY JESUS SOUGHT THE DESERT PLACE
WITH HIS DISCIPLES WAS IN ORDER THAT_THEY MIGHT «EAT
AND_REST BY THE CROWDS. THIS WAS TO BE

A WAY FROM THE PRESS OF THEIR WORK.
IT SOON_BECAME OBVIOUS THAT SUCH WOULD NOT BE THE
CASE. BY GENERAL STANDARDS, ONE WOULD EXPECT JESUS
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THE SPIRIT OF THE TWELVE (Conr.) (

;....anuhﬂj, g

TO HAVE RESENTED THIS-4N¥ASJDN-£E;HJS_ERIMA£X
SURELY A WORD OF REBUKE WOULD HAVE BEEN IN\ ORDER.

A SEARCH OF THESE VERSES INDICATE THAT HE;%E”
--VERSE 11--THE NEEDY CROWDS. JESUS WAS

N HIMSELF WITH THE MNEEDS _QOF PEOPLE.

BY CONTRAST, WERE WILLING TO SEND THE

MULTITUDE AWAY BOTHSHUNGRY AND JMESRHOUT_HEALING
~ WHEN-WE ARE WEARY

~ amnl.-l‘m- DE Rl WMESS ! THEY

» IT IS EASY TO BE SHORT-TEMPERED

AND RESENT THOSE WHO INVADE OUR PRIVACY. |HE DIS-
CIPLES FORGOT THAT THE REASON THEY HAD COME TO THE
DESERT WAS BECAUSE THEY WERE TIRED AND HUNGRY, BUT
Ih OF THE DISCIPLES

-SO_WERE_THE CROWDS
MUST TAKE w
HUMANITY. DO NOT MINIMIZE THE NEED FOR A LHRISTIAN

WORKER TO HAVE HIS DESERT PLACE. |IMES OF REST AND
RECUPERATION BOTH MENTALLY AND PHYSICALLY «ARENECES-

«SARY.: HOWEVER, THERE IS A POENT TO BE MADE ON THIS
PASSAGE., HAVE TALKED WITH AND

m_EEBiQN,N,SL IN RECENT MONTHS, ALL OF WHOM EX-
PRESS CONCERN OVER _IH P1R 0 H MERALLON OF

HRISTIAN WOR KER L HE B E rleS il SO P B

| HA = \ HR AN WORK A 8l

RUILD NCES AROUND THEMSELVES AND THEIR FAMILIES,
AND ARE UNWILLING TO SACRIFICE IN ANY WAY FOR THE

SAKE OF CHRISTIAN w%iR. Pl 1) Aﬂﬁ@:LE;\h)

ELATE THE STORY OF RSON WHO EXPRESSED CONCER
HEN HE CALLED FOR AN TOR TO HELP IN
TIME OF DISTRESS, BUT THE DATE
AND COULD _NOT BUSY..HIMSELF WITH AIDING A DISTRESSED
Y. | AM NOT TALKING ABOUT THE GRANK.CALLS AND

= -_ GEERSTT ~THRAT WOULD

GOLFING APPOINTMENT OR THAT IT WAS HILS..DAY
S A SIMPLE ®mm® OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE
WHETHER IT BE WITH,JHE DISCIPLES OR WITH US, SIMPLY
STATED, IT MEANS ONCERN OURSELVES

mscmss%mm OF -WEARLNESS, FORGOT ABOUT THE

CROWDS AND WERE THINKING ABOUT THEMSELVES. IT WAS
AT THIS MOMENT THAT ESUS PERFORMED THE -ONiYelERACIE

HE HA];
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THE SPIRIT OF THE TWELVE (ConT.) 3
[T. AN IMPULSIVE SPIRIT - vs. 27-33

ECPIOUNT OF 1RA} N IS ONE OF THE ASTONISHING
EXPERIENCES OF HRIST WHI E ON EARTH. [T WAS AT THIS
MOMENT THAT THE GLORY OF D POSITION BROKE
THROUGH_HUMAN_ELESH OTH ETER AND JOHN REMEMBER

THIS EXPERIENCE AS QNE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THEIR
EARTHLY MINISTRY., CoMPARE JN. l:l14 AND LEFEEIL;LLLQ
"1 «BUT WERE EXEMITNESSES OF HIS MAJESTY, FOR HE
RECEIVED FROM GOD THE FATHER HONOUR AND GLORY, WHEN
THERE CAME SUCH A VOICE TO_HIM FROM THE EXCELLENT
GLORY, IHIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL
PLEASED."” [T DOES APPEAR AS IF _%Agm_w_m OF
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRIST'S COMING DEATH: HOWEVER,
THERE WAS LNIENSE_LNIEREST OF THIS COMING

EVENT, AND TWO OF THE GREATEST PERSONS IN THE O.T.
WERE DISPATCHED TO COMMUNICATE WITH CH?IST CONCERNING

HI XODUS", SOON TO BE FULFILLED IN JERUSALEM., THE
O_E__EIINEE WERE KEENLY INTERESTED IN CHRIST'S DEATH,
AND FOR_GOOD REASON!!!

RV Ty

WITH REFERENCE TO THE APOSTLES,
INDICATES PETER'S LMPEIUQUS-RESPONSE TO
REMEMBER HE HAS BEEN

PEOPLE LIKE PETER WHO SPEAK LMPUESEVELY REGARDING
WHAT SHOULD BE DONE IN CHRISTIAN WORK. CHURCHES ARE
FILLED WITH PEOPLE WHQ HAVE OPHNEONS WFHOUT=KNOW-

THE;qHINGs OF GOD REQUIRE .saaﬁ.uu.n.l_wnﬂa
T THIS MOMENT

”—msﬁn—-;% S ETER WAS THINKING ABOUT A
P / ‘PROBABLY HAD IN MIND THE UP-

HARVEST FESTLMAL AN ANNIVERSARY OF THE BEGINNING
OFWJ%NDERMGS. PETER WAS THINKING
ABOUT A IN [SRAEL"S HISTORY AND_THE JOY THEY
HAD EXPERIENCED FROM THE MOUNTAINTOP. PETER WAS
CONCERNED WITH THE TYRES AND SHADQWS OF THE 0.[. WHEN
THE.BEALL*X EXISTED BEFORE HIM IN THE PRESENCE OF
CHRIST, HE UAL SIGH CA OF THIS._MOW
JAS _LOST-TO . ow MANY OF US HAVE MISSED THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF GOD’'S WORK IN OUR LIVES BECAUSE OF
OUR IMRULSIVE, R551LEE§ ENERGY WHICH DID NOT LET

US SPEND TIME IN THE LORD'S PRESENCW
L AND DIRECTION IN OUR LIVES. |00

OFTEN, LIKE FETER, WE PRESS AHEAD WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE.,

A




THE SPIRIT OF IHE TWELVE (ConT.) 4

[1T. AN IMPOTENT SPIRIT - vs 37-40

THE POINT OF THIS STORY IS THAT HERE WAS WAESIFTHATION
WHICH BUT HIS NINE_DISCIPLES
EALLED, [T WAS A SITUATION OUT OF HAND NHERE HELP-

LESS, ROWERLESS..DISCIPLES HAD CREATED, Tg TH ISTRESS
ESU

ANDe=RLSARRQINIMENT OF AN UPSET FATHER., HRIST
TURNED THIS CHAOTIC SITUATION INTO A CONTROLLED ONE

\  THROUGH RIS POWER. HE DISCIPLES WERE TO LEARN THAT

“‘1%fﬁﬁﬁﬁg=ﬁﬂﬂiﬂ IN THE WORK OF CHRIST WAS A _DELEGATED
, JI_NAS_NQI_;E.IHEMSELMES. N. 1 A
WHNSSERENMMRED, T OR WITHOUT ME YE CAN DO NOTHING"
HE DISCIPLES WERE TO LEARN THAT GOD TAKE S QUR WEAK"
NESS AND USES IT FOR HIs OHN GLORY. Gop 1S
EPENDENT upou_ﬁﬁ§$$§E;§ TO DO
1S WORK, AM OF F EATEST WORK
I8 DONE WITH ABAGKDROR—-OR—HUMAN. WEAKNFSS DISELAY.
OME OF THE — IN THE CHURCH WER WHO

URNED THEIR AKN OVER TO S USAGE.,
OMPARE® 1 XAMPLES, HAD
' ) EIS LETTERS WE
WITH

wGRAMMATICAL ERRORS IS A s A

4™ AM TOLD, WAS NOT IMPRESSIVE, ﬁls %%T%EﬂﬁﬁgaLlﬁH
PITC WITH A NASAL SOUND. YET, Gobp UseD MooDy As
FEW MEN HAvé'EVEﬁ'EEENTU§ED IN THIS COUNTRY._GIDEON
LEARNED THIS LESSON.

HE DISCIPLES HAVE
NO POWER UNTIL THEY GET I UCH WITH CHRIST. POWER
THE_CHURCH_IS_THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT,

(ACTs 18), * SAID OF HIMSELF, AM ONLY
N ORDINARY MAN, HAVE NO SPECIAL GIFTS.. |_AM NO
ORATOR, NO SCHOLAR, NO PROFOUND THINKER. IF I HAVE

DONE ANYTHING FOR CHRIST IN MY GENERATION, IT IS
ECAUSE | HAVE GIVEN MYSELF ENTIRELY TO CHRIST JESUs
ND THEN TRIED-TO-DO-WHATEVERHE “WANTFED-ME~TO-DO. '
ESUS’ DISCIPLES ARE WITHOUT POWEﬁ WHENEVER THEY
NDERTAKE TO DO HIS WORK WITHOUT HIM

IV. AN IMMATURE SPIRIT - vs. 46

CAN YOU IMAGINE ARGULNG OVER WHO IS THE
GREATEST AMONG : ALL THE PLACES WHERE .STATUS
ANDudEAl=04SY SHOULD NOT BE MANIFESTED, IT SHOULD HAVE
r™, BEEN AMONG THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS. SURELY, THE
o608 Fcld e HELR.DLSCIPLESHIP SHOULD HAVE LEFT THE DESIRE
FOR wgaa'am FAR BEHIND. HOWEVER, THIS WAS
NOT THE CASE. |HEY WANTED TO BE GREAT IN GOVERNMENTAL
POWER AND AUTHORITY. JESUS REMINDED THEM THAT




THE SPIRIT OF THE TWELVE (Conr.) 5

GREATNESS IN HIS KINGDOM WAS GREATNESS OF CSERNICE
/) AND NOT GREATNESS OF SAD PICTURE, MEN
WANTING THE PLACES OF

THE DISCIPLES WERE EXHIBITING THE NROW FOR
SERVICE, ONDITIQNS HAVE NOT CHANGEDA GREAT DEAL

IN 2,000 YEARS., # WHICH GET
WORDS OF NORKERS .
HOWEVER, THE MINISTRY OF REZ CHILDREN; FOR

N, ~EXAMPLE, IHE BUS |
J
\A LOCAL CHURCH,

CHURCH HAS ITS IMMATURE BISCIPLES WHOSE DESIRE FOR
GREATNESS"” NOT ONLY HINDERS THEIR SPIRITUAL GROWTH
BUT RESIRICIS THE ONGOING OF THE WORK OF CHRIST,
THERE MUST HAVE BEEN A GREAT SILENCE WHEN JESUS PUT
A LITTLE CHILD IN THE MIDST OF THE DISCIPLES AS AN
OBJECT LESSON FOR SERVICE,

V. AN INTOLERANT SPIRIT - vs. 438-50

[T IS DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND HOW sAwSdFigAddoN SUCH

™ AS THIS COULD EjIST.’ T WOULD SEEM LIKELY THAT=ANY-
1S

wlMMEDIATE DISCIPLES, BUT APPARENTLY THIS WAS NOT
THE CASE. BECAUSE THESE PEOPLE WERE NOT IN THE

WEOF HE TWELVE, THEY WERE HINDERED
BY THE DISCI . PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THAT THIS

MAN WAS DOING THE.I_Qan_sTu%%, IN_HIS NAME AND BY
JiU.S_EQ.w,EE; BUT HE WAS NO H Tﬁ

HE PARTISAN NARROWNESS AND «SECTARLANISM OF THE

DISCIPLES WAS REFLECTED INTHEIR ATTITUDE TOWARD THIS
MAN. FROM THIS POINT, JESUS ATTEMPTED TO TEACH His
DISCIPLES A LESSON IN T@IERANCE-OF QIHER PECPH

NOTICE, WE ARE NOT TO RAN$ OF--.:;gh BUT WE
ARE TO BE TOLERANT I HERE ARE=SOME
PLACES WHERE THE | SeMERY NARRQW, ES—

PECIALLY WHEN IT COMES TO THE DOCTRINE OF
AND THE_ SCRIPTURES. HOWEVER, THE LORD WOULD REMIND
US THAT WE SHOULD BE CAREFUL OF ;, OTHER PEOPLE

OUR TEST OF OTHER PEOPLT HAS TO DO W
i MAKE NO APOLOGY FOR BEING
™ A FUNDAMENTALIST. | HAVE NO SYMPATHY FOR THOSE WHO

‘;AKE FUN OF EITHER THE.LERM OR THE PEOPLE WHO RE-
NT THE TERM, HOWEVER, WE MUST BE QUICK TO

RECOGNIZE THAT EVEN OIHER_PEOPLE NOT_IN OF
IHINKING LOVE THE SAVIOUR AND ARE WORKING FOR HIM,

'.%__ /
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I WILL LOVE THEM FOR CHRIST'S SAKE EVEN THOUGH I

MAY NOT WANT_TO JOIN THEIR RPARTFEHEAR-SPOTTN“FHE
¥§E§§§iﬁJ! THE EMINDS U LTIMATELY
WILL BE ANDGN% 1715
/ . WE HAVE A
RIGHT TO DO THE LORD'S wORK.Ag.BESItHE_uNDERSIAND
His LEADING FROM THE WORD OF GoD, LET US BE &QLERANT
WITH OTHER PEOPLE WHO MAY WANT TO DO THAT SAME WORK
IN <ASMANNER WITH WHICH . THE

MEMAYNOT_EULLY AGREE
IMPORTANT THING TO KEEP IN MIND IS THE_WORK AND THE
SGLORY OF JESUS CHRIST.

VI. AN IMPATIENT SPIRIT - vs. 51-56

WHEN JESUS WAS INSHEGEED BY THE SAMARITANS, THE SONS
OF THUNDER WERE_READY TO SOLVE THIS
WITH-MIOLENCE . AS NOT THE ANSWER TO THI
SPIRITUAL PROBLEM™=SOME SAMARITANS WOULD BE :
HIS FMRBRSRABE GOT WFE'OM JAMES AND JOHN,
SPECIALLY WHEN THEY ENSMLIED_JESUS. [T DOES SEEM
HAT THEIR PRESCRIPTION FOR THE PENALTY OF THEIR
FFENSE WAS_A BIT RASH. HASTM=JUPGMENTS ARE USUALLY
R_UNIeTRREIEFIFMRE  TOWARD UNSAVED MEN
WAS REBUKED BY JESUS AVE HEARD SOME PREACHERS
WHO SOUNDED AS IF THEY GLAD SINNERS WERE GOING

TO BE PUNISHﬁD IF HeLL!!) JEesus REMINDED His DIs-

CIPLES THAT HIS MINISTRY DURING THE FIRST ADVENT WAS

0 BUT TO .+ |HE MINISTRY OF CHRIST
FRO AND FROM SIN.

HIS DISCIPLES LEARNED THIS w; THEY
COULD NOT BE OF M; EITHER TO LHRIST OR TO
NEEDY MANKIND. ITHT IN MIND, LET US INVITE YOU

NOT TO ADOPT THE WRONG SPIRITS OF THE APOSTLES, BUT
TO RECEIVE CHRIST AS SAVIOUR.
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SIX WRONG é;&i:.fgb‘-
EEUKE E!:Si Mex (758
™ THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS WERE NOT SURERHUMAN BEINGS

ENDOWED WITH‘SR%GLAL-M¥SIJ£AL.QHALLILESKHNAMAILAEk
«T0..OTHER _MEN HEY WERE JMOL.REREECT, AS A MATTE

OF FACT, MOST OF THEM WERE
wEDUCATED GALILEAN WORKMEN WHO KNEW NOTHING OF THE

WHICH THE % IN JERUSALEM
HAD RECEIVED, D COME FROM AD-

VANCED TRAINING OR CULTURAL BENEFITS, BUT RATHER
UPON THEIR SBRIRITUAL.RELATIONSHIP TO THE ETERNAL
Gob, THESE MEN WERE CALLED TO BE WITH JESUS AND
TO GO FORTH INTO THE WORLD WITH HIS MESSAGE. IN
THIS CHAPTER, SOME OF THEIR SRAMEREES MAY BE SEEN,
EVEN THOUGH THEY WERE TRAINED IN THE
SEEO0L , WITH THE GREABESTMIEAGHER WHO EVER LIVED,
ALL ‘m~a@ ERE NOT ALWAYS EXACTLY WHAT THEY
{. IN THIS CHAPTER, WE WILL CON-

SIDER AT LEAST f&ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ;;ﬂ&LﬁL;ﬁ OR ATTITUDES TOWARD
THE WORK OF OUR LORD ON EARTH,

I. AN INCONSID S - -

P o M Y AW Bl
MARK 6:3]1 SUGGESTS THAT ONE OF THE REASONS WHY
JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES SOUGHT A DESERT PLACE WAS
IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT EA& AND REST WITHOUT

wNLEREERENCE.BY..THE _CROWDS., IHIS WAS THE
SET ASIDE T? GET AWAY FROM THE PRESS OF Di¥§$§§§?
MINISTRY, 1T BECAME OBVIOUS THAT SUCH WOULD NOT
BE THE CASE, TO BE BRQ

JE%M__ AND EVEN WC NING
- OR sl OF HEN
4

IT COMES TO LEISURE TIME, Mﬂ&z-PEOPLE ARE
LPROTECTIVE ANDW F OTHER PEOPLE

TEXT-WOULD SUGG THE DISCIPLES, PROBABLY
WEARY. AND A BIT SHORISREMRERED, WERE WILLING TO

SEND TH BOTH AND u;;%%g%

HEALING, |HE DISCIPLES HAD JUST RETURNED FR
““TOUR OF MINISTRY, AND THERE WAS PROBABLY NEVER A

MORE MEEDED.IIME FOR THEM AND JESUS TO BE ALONE.

-IﬁéﬁgﬁI AND RECUPERATE FOR THE S SCHEDULE
' WHEN THE CROWD FO ESUS 1
DESERT, THE TEXT SAYS He THEM., BARCLAY

UGGESTS: ([ M0ST PEOPLE WOULD HAVE RESENTED THE
INVASION OF THEIR HARD-WON PRIVACY. How wouLD WE
FEEL IF WE HAD SOUGHT OUT SOME LONELY PLACE TO BE
WITH OUR MOST INTIMATE FRIENDS, AND SUDDENLY A
CLAMOROUS MOB OF PEOPLE TURNED UP WITH THEIR IN-
SISTENT DEMANDS?:;)EQR_MQSI_QE_HS, THERE ARE TIMES
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WHEN WE ARE JOO.BUSY TO BE DISIURBED, BUT NEVER
DID JESUS CONVEY SUCH AN ATTITUDE., UR LORD LOOKED
UPON HUMAN NEED AS.Jesssamy IN His LiFE. ThE
DISCIPLES, EVEN THOUGH WEARY, STILL MANIFESTED A

A KIND OF siha+suuaaa'WHEN IT CAME TO THE PRESSING
MULTITUDE. [HEY DID NOT SHARE THE

-AND_EQN£ERN_QE_JESUT_EQR_IHE-MASSES. i&#LEASE DO
NOT MISUNDERSTAND; | AM AWARE OF THE FACT THAT

-I.E.I.S.I..IR.E AND.R.ESJ'. ARE 0 IN D
Rk OWEVER, THERE SEEMS TO BE
NDER-
ARISES!
ARE HE THE DISCIOLES LN THIS 1
THE WAY, THIS IS THE ONLY MIRACLE RECORDED" IN
ALL FOUR GOSPELS, AND IT TOOK PLACE IN A CONTEXT
WHEN THE DISCIPLES WANTED TO SEND THE MULTITUDE

AWAY, WE ARE MORE LIKE THE DLSCIPLES THAN MOST OF
US REALIZE. LET ME SUGGEST A

.HiEQIHEILQAL_ﬁiIUA
RELATE COMING .ARKLNE:&E&%E;
AND ASSOCI-=

.lOL ROQM - AND FACILITIES,
» AND
N ARE ; B =

2 DISCQURTEQUS, " ANDUINKIND TOWARD
I[I. AN IMPULSIVE SP - 27

Luﬂ.wwemmmmu WAS ONE OF THE AMAZING
EXPERIENCES OF ULHRIST DU G THE DAYS OF HIS FLESH,

[T WAS AT THAT MOMENT THAT THE GLQRY OF OUR BLESSED
ORD SHONE THROUGH HUMAN FLESH, OTH RELER AND

REMEMBER THE EXPERIENCE AS ONE OF THif
OF THEIR EARTHLY MINISTRY.. (JOHN
ETER 1:16) THE TEXT INDICATES THAT, WHEN ALL
OF THIS BEGAN. TO HAPPEN, ETEP AND THE OTHER

DISCIPLES WERE AWAKENED FROM SLEEP,
STARTLED BY THE SFP : NT, PETER BEGAN

TO SPEAK IMEuhSLMELX CONCERNING THEIR MOUNTAINTOP
. HE WANTED TO BEGIN A BULLDING PROGRAM.

EXPERIENCE
‘ADDS VERY POINTEDLY, KNQHJEG WHAT -HE
: ARE JUST LIKE ETER;

AND ﬂéf
P 11
E PROBABLY HAD IN MIND THE UP-
» WHICH WAS THE GENERAL

COMING FEA

~HARVEST FESTIVAL, AN ANNIVERSARY OF THE BEGINNING
OF THE WILDERNESS WANDERINGS., PETER WAS THINKING
ABOUT A_HOLIDAY IN ISRAEL'S HISTORY AND THE <Q¥
THAT THEY HAD EXPERIENCED ON THE MOUNTAINTQP. THE
TRUE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MOMENT PETER

[
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LNSTEAD OF A CARFEUI, MW% OF THE
%AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MOMENT,. AND

UNDERSTOOD THE SIGNIFICANCE OF JESUS._FORTH-
COMING DEATH, BUT THE DISCIPLES FAILED TO UNDER-
@ | STAND ITS SIGNIFICBNCE. WITH HIS EYES AND MIND
» PETER BLUNDERED IN AND BLURELED
"OUT SUGGESTIONS THAT WERE —FOTALLY IRE ANT AND
FOR THE MOMENT., EVERYWHERE IN THE WORD
OF GOD WE ARE INSTRUCTED NOT THE BE IMPULSIVE RE-
GARDING CHRISTIAN LIVING AND CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.
CAREFUL CONSIDERATION, PLANNING, PRAYER, AND RMYS=
ICAL 3§§§0NSIBILITY ARE REQUIRED IN DOING THE LORD’:
F

WORK, OMETIMES, WE HAVE BEEN IMPULSIVE IN THE
AREA O

HRISIlﬁN_EBUGAIlDN AND CHURCH SPLITTING
AND DIVISION. OUFTEN, THESE THINGS ARISE, NOT
BASED UPON THE CALL OF (GOD AND THE CONVACTION OF
ONE'S SOUL, BUT RATHER ARE REACTI Y, MOMENTARY,
AND WITHOUT GOOD SPIRITUAL BASIS.g i

ITT. AN IMPOTENT SPIRIT - verses 37-40

THEY RETURNED FROM THE TOP OF THE MOUNT, A
MET JESUS AND ASKED FOR HIS HELP. A EATHER'S

SON, DEMQN:EQSSE?SE , WAS CAUSING GREAT JUNREST,
DISORDER, AND [EEAR. |HE FATHER WAS OBVIOUSLY~MP-
SEF ANRLHELRLESS., BUT THE POINT OF THE PASSAGE IS

THAT THE_DISCIPLES
HELP N WHICH THE DISCIPLES WERE

ABSOLUTELY HELPLESS WAS ONE IN WHICH OUR LORD WAs
ABSOLUTELY CALM AND AT EASE. JESUS TURNED THAT

.GHAH;LG_3L$uAILQN INTO ONE OF=ABSOLUIE.CALM AND

«GONTROE, |HE DISCIPLES WERE TO LEARN THAT THEIR
POWER TO WORK FOR CHRIST WAS A m
AND_NOT INHERENT IN THEMSELVES. |HE PRINCIPLE OF
STAT S SIMPLY THAT WITHOUT HIM WE CAN DO
NOTHING, IHE LORD IS ENT UPON OUR
AND QUﬂLLELCAILQNS TO DO HIS WORK, AS A MATTER OF
FACT, HIS GREATEST WORK IS OFTEN DONE WITH A BAGK~
HRPP OF HUMAN WEAKNESS ON DISPEAY., SOME OF THE
GREAT CHURCH LEADERS HAVE TURMED HUMAN WEAKNESS
OVER TO G@BmEOR HIS USAGE., IN THE OLD TESTA-
MENT ANdEE%ES IN THE HEW WERE™BOTH PEYSICaLLY WEAK,
YET, GoD S ,FIT TO USE THEM BOTH, .B. "MEYER SAID
OF HIMSELF: "I AM ONLY AN ORDINARY MAN. | HAVE NO
SPECIAL GIFTS. | AM NO ORATOR, SCHOLAR, NO PRO-
FOUND THINKER. I[F I HAVE DONE ANYTHING FOR CHRIST

@™ | IN MY GENERATION, IT IS BECAUSE | HAVE GIVEN MY-
SELF ENTIRELY TO CHRIST JEsu§ AND THEN TRIED TO DO
WHATEVER HE WANTED ME TO DO." THE DISCIPLES, WERE
TO LEARN THAT THEY HAD NO POWER TO DO CHRIST'S

WORK., ONLY CHRIST CAN DEAL WITH CERTAIN SITUATIONS
AND BRING THEM UNDER CONTROL. (EVERY CHRISTIAN
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WORKER KNOWS THE FEELING OF HELPLESSNESS AND
POWERLESSNESS TO DEAL WITH SITUATIONS_WHICH ARE

AND HIS SENSE OF INABILITY AND FAILURE IN THE REALM
OF MEDICINE. 2

BEYOND HIS GRASP.e COMMENT REGARDING DR, McMiILLEN
o)

% |

IV, AN II P - VER

THE WORD.GRE
[T MEANS TO

SONTNENLS THE GREEK WORD

rﬁ??ﬁ‘ OR DISRUTZE. [HE DISCIPLES WERE
ARGUING. AND OVER WHO WAS GOING TO HAVE
THE IN JESUS' COMING KINGDOM. KEEP
IN MIND THAT THESE WERE GROWMN.JMEN.ARGUING OVER WHO
WAS THE GR . ! ALSS KEEP IN MIND

THAT TH€§EEWERE TH S OF JESUS ANDuDOT.GRADE
SCHOOL CHILDREN! THE DEglRE FOR -POSITION, ~PRESTERE ,

WAS NOT UNIQUE TO THE DISCIPLES OF
JEsus. (1IN THE LoRD"S WORK, THERE ARE_MANY. PEOPLE

EE D
PRALSED.BY.MEN, OUrR LORD STARTLED HIS DISCIPLE

BY TEACHING THEM THAT GREATNESS IN HIS KINGDOM WAS
GREATNESS OF SERMICE AND NOT GREATNESS 0F'£;AI“§

_LN -LH.E.W W WORD S O
AN RK

WORKING IN TH 2Y, REACHIN WORK-
NG THE ) wa :
IVERY CHURCH HAS ITS S WHO DESIRE
S" AND, IN FACT, HINDER THE WORK OF CHRIST
ON EARTH BECAUSE OF THIS IMMATURE SPIRIT. [(HRISTIAN
MATURLIY. WILL FIND REASONABLE, PEACEFUL WAYS TO
RES ATURE BE, ARE_MORE
CONCERNED ABOUT § THAN GREAT . THE DIS=
CIPLES'DESIRE TO B E IS A DOMINANT DE-
SIRE OF THE FLESH, NO MATTER WHAT DISPENSATION,

.EHRLSILAN—MAIUE&IY IS NOT EASILY OR QUICKLY ACHLEVED
HE DESIRE TO GROW IN GRACE AND MATURE IN OUR

CHRISTIAN FAITH IS ONE REASON WE GATHER IN CHURCH
ON THE LorD's DAY, "IHE CHURCH 1s NOT# IN
WHICH WE ARE,LENLERTAINED EACH SUNDAY; IT IS A

<HOSBFAL. WHERE WE COME TO . ULS IN THE
PRESENCE OF GOD TO LEAVE HELPED, D, AND
READY TO HELP_OTHERS IN A WORLD THAT IS HOSTILE TO
GRACE,
Vl [ R | T = _5'

THE SITUATION IN QUESTION IS DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE.,
ONE WOULD THINK THAT PEOPLE ENGAGED IN

WOULD BE IN THE IMMEDIATE COUNCEL AND ASSOCI-
ATION OF JEsus HIMSELF., THE DISCIPLES’ REACTION TO
WHAT WAS BEING DONE WAS SIMPLY THAT THOSE PEOPLE
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WHO WERE NOT INVOLVED IN THEIR [MMEDIAIE_GROUP,
HAT IS,THE TWELVE, WERE NOT DOING THE WORK OF (oD,
HE PERSON CASTING QUT DEMONS WAS DOING IT IN JESus'

NAME, EVEN THOUGH_HE WAS NOT JMMEDIATELY ASSOCIATED

o J&LIH_IHE_IHELME. FROM THIS EXPERIENCE, .JESUS
| TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES THAT RIANISM
L5 HRONG,

ESUS TAUGHT His BISCIPLES A LESSON IN
OF OTHER PEOPLE.

LEASE NOTICE THAT IT

TRUTH IS VERY NARROW, AND WE SHOULD ADHERE_HLIHQUT

DOCTRINES., HOWEVER,
OUR LORD WAS REMINDING HIS DISCIPLES THAT WE SHOULD

BE CAREFUL ABOUT_LABELING OTHER PEOPLE AND REJECTING

THEM SIMPLY BECAU§E_THEé ARE.NOT_OF QUR PARTICULAR

, » |HE TEST FOR OTHER PEOPLE OF OTHER GROUPS

“\HAS TO DO WITH WHETHER OR NOT THEY ARE

. WE LIVE IN A TIME WHEN THERE 1S GREAT

SPLINTERING AMONG THOSE WHO BELIEVE THE SAME BASIC

./DOCTRINES, [HERE ARE MANY PEOPLE IN THE LorD's ___
FAMILY WITH WHOM [y INALL FORT-

DITURE AND USAGE OF HONE , KINDS OF CHURCH QIMS.LC
AND THINGS OF THIS NATURE, | MAY NOT WANT TO JOIN
. THEM IN THEL N IN THEIR PARTICULAR
' WSPOT _1I Eﬁﬁﬂfﬁ:ﬁfﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%?l§UT MUST KEEP IN MIND
"%ﬁKT‘THE%% IS COMING A DAY WHEN THERE WILL BE SNE
HAVE .A RIGHT TO DO THE
ORD'S WORK AS BEST WE UNDERSTAND 1T, ACCORDING TO

THE LEADING QF HIS WORD AND HoLY SPIRIT. HOWEVER,
THF WORD OF (GOD WOULD ENCOURAGE US T0,BE_TOLERANT

WITH OTHER PEOPLE WITH WHOM WE mw
E. [HE

IMPORTANT THING TO KEEP IN MIND IS THAT IT IS His
WORK AND FOR HIS GLORY WAS_GREAT IN THIS
EA. IN HIS BOOK ENTITLED | U 0o My Stup
: PURGEQN SAYS THAT WE SHOULD ACT TOWARD THOSE WHO
<i§5 DISAGREE. WITH US IN METHODOLOGY WITH COURTESY AND
FRIENDLINESS, AND NOT TREAT GOOD MEN AS IF THEY WERE
OUR OPPONENTSIN-THE-GOSPEL. HE SUGGESTS THAT WE
SHOULD TREAT THESE FOL 0
TSQPERATION AS FRIENDS 0 :
UL HAD SIMILAE FEELINGS I PRIANS =il 2~ 1
HE SAID TO THE PHILIPPIANS THAT HE KNEW SOME PESDLE
WERE PREACHING CHRIST OUT_OF JEALOUSY IN ORDER TO
RAMATE. OR ANN®Y HIM., [HESE PREACH CHRIST WITH
; MOTIVATION, HOPING TO AGGRAVATE AND
BURBEN AUL WHILE HE WAS IN JAIL, PAUL SAID WHAT-
EVER THEIR MOTIVATION, THE FACT REMAINS THAT CHRIST
IS BEING PREACHED ; WHETHER SINCERELY OR INSINCERELY

IS NOT UP TO HIM,’ THE FACT THAT CHRIST WAS BEING
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PREACHED WAS_THE THING THAT BROUGHT BLESSING TO
* HIS HEART, IT IS DIEEICULT:-10.5BE
_ N IRI JOHN WESLEY SAIDy
HAVE NO MORE RIGHT TO OBJECT TO A MAN HOCDING
- A DIFFERENT OPINION FROM MINE THAN I HAVE TO DIFFEF

H A MAN WHO WEAR
OF SPIRIT WHICH WILL
BE CO LN 7 M IN OUR BELIEFs,
[ YET TQ ERANT TO EOPLE WHO MA

S FROM OUR PARTICULAR 'l"!‘zsz-:.—;r.i:‘..?.’:: ‘
[AND WITH WHOM WE MIGHT NOT FULLY AGREE;BUT IT IS
iIMPORTANT TO KEEP THE WORK IN MIND AND THE GLORY
OF JEsus CHRIST AS OUR PRIMARY OBJECTIVE.,

VI, AN IMPATIENT SPIRIT - verses 51-56

THE SAMARITANS TWeEERE® JEsSUS., THEY RESENTED PEO-
PLE GOING SOUTH THROUGH THEIR COUNTRY TOWARD
JERUSALEM, AND APPARENTLY WERE VERY ®D&SCOURIEQUS :
TO JESUS AND THE DISCIPLES AS THEY PASSED THROUGH
THEIR COUNTRY, IN ONE SENSE OF THE WORD, IT WAS
NE=PROBIEM, AND JAMES AND JOHN, THE FORMER

_ SONS. ( INDER, SOUGHT TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM WITH
SOMEONE HAS MADE AN INTERESTING OBSER-
: WHAT WOULD HAVE HAPPENED IF JESUS HAD TOLD

HE HATED SAMARITANS-GOT.NO

/ AN N, ESPECIALLY FOR THEIR
: 50 ANNEF WHAT THEY WERE SUGGESTING
MED A HARSH PENAL:

HEIR NKIND A ﬁ
KED QUR | ORD F'

A\E ~ RN NG=SYNI

o

(" 1D
‘a

e
Wy |

IME TO TIME THAT ) HURT-PEOPLE"
ESUS REMINDED nil ISCIPLES THAT HIS_MINISTRY WAS
BUT TO -SAME THEM, HE MINISTRY

N T
OF CHRIST WAS TO SAVE MEN FROM THEMSELVES AND FROM

SIN, AND UNTIL THE DISCIPLES LEARNED THAT VALUABLE
LESSON, THEY WOULD NOT BE MUCH HELP, EITHER TO
CHRIST OR NEEDY MANKIND. MANY OF US ARE_IMPATIENT

) -NEMJS.EB.EAKD_Q_WN IF- WE MISS
R OMETIMES WE.GET.

; WE HAVE A
b ~
\g SEEEMT EVEN IN CHURCH - COMMENT REGARDING EXIT
L INVITATION | US BE PATIENT EVEN IN THE
0 HAS NOT BEEN OUR PURPOSE TO BE
UNDULY CRITICAL OF THE WEAKNESSES AND FAILURES OF
THE DISCIP%E§_QﬁalESUS. OUR PURPOSE IS TO REMIND
™ALL OF US THAT, LIKE THE APOSTLES, WE MAY DEVELOP
JLJﬁﬂnﬂLiﬁuBlI ABOUT THE LORD'S WORK AND ONE

“—h_ﬁ
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THE PREEMINE ;
654 M/ N/EI OC?E?RIST He ?*rmﬁ*—

CHRIST DOES NOT WANT_A PLACE, EVEN_A_ELAQEBQ
AKE MUCH OF JESUS AND
WILL MAKE MUCH OF YOU IS AN OFT QUOTED
SAYING. 1IN THE COLOSSIAN LETTER, PAUL_MAKES
MucH OF JESuS. RELIGIOUS PEOPLE ARE PRONE
TO MAKE MUCH OF LEADERS, FAC% AND
PROGRAMS BUT NOT OF CHRIST. HAD CREPT
INTO THE COLOSSIAN CHURCH., IT WAS CALLED
GNOSTICISM, IT REFERS TO "THOSE WHO KNOW."
0STICS WERE UNHAPPY WITH THE SIMPLICITY OF
HRISTIANITY. I|HEY WANTED TO TURN CHRISTIAN-
ITY INTO A PHILOSOPHY THAT FIT COMFORTABLY
WITH OTHER PHILOSOPHIES OF THE TIMES.
BELIEVED THAT ALL MATTER WAS EVIL
SO GOD COULD NOT BE THE AGENT IN CREATTON:
CREATION CAME FROM A SERIES OF EMAINATIONS.,
JESUS WAS ONE OF MANY EMANATIONS - ONE AMONG
_ THE MANY, [HE GNOSTICS USED SECRET PASS-
‘ _w_ans,IN THEIR GATHERINGS- «=DALVATION WAS

1

= l. RASP A
0 THEIR OP NION, SALMAIlQN WAS BEYOND THE
MENTAL ABIMITY OF ORDINARY PEOPLE AND
—— BELONGED, RATHER, TO AN INTELLECTUAL ELITE -
NAMELY THEMSELVES! PAuUL’S METHOD OF DEALING
WITH THIS ERROR WAS TO MAKE THE SUBJECT OF THE
PERSON AND WORK OF CHRIST_QRX§I%LI§LEAR-
THE KEY VERSE OF COLOSSIANS IS AND
STATES THAT CHRIST IS PREEMNENT IN THREE

SIMILAR IN THEIR APPROACH TO TH DOCTRINE OF
THE CHURCH. IN CoLOSSIANS, CHRIST IS THE
OF THE BODY TMAT IS CALLED THE CHURCH.

_AS_THE _BQDY
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I. CHRIST PREEMINENT IN CREATION - 1:15-17

UNBIBLICAL IDEAS_ABOUT CREATION ARE NOT NEW
TO THE CHURCH, whidddmBAdlE IS STILL BEING
FOUGHT EVEN TODAY. LET US EXAMINE THE
SIGNIFICANT PHRASES RELATED JO CHRIST
REFLECTED IN THIS PASSAGE. "IHE IMAGE OF
THE INVISIBLE GOD.” THE WORD IMAGE OR
ETKON MEANS THE &XAGI—REPRODUCTION. [T Is
USED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT TO DESCRIBE
CHARACTER., (IN THE EIGHTH CENTURY -
[CONOCLASM HAD TO DO WITH IMAGE WORSHIP!)
THIS WORD WAS USED IN ANCIENT TIMES TO

VERBALLY DESCRIBEFIHQ_EEﬂﬁagg DRAWING UP A
' N OTHER WORDS, IT WAS
REFERRING TO THEIR

PERSONAL EEALURES AND ANY-DLSTLNGULSHING
MARKS SO THERE ULD BE NO MISTAKE CONCERN-

ING THE TWO PEOPLE MAKING THE AGREEMENT.

IT WAS THEREFORE Mﬁaﬂmmﬁw OR
= WORD=RORERALE OF TWO PARTICIPANTS A

LEGAL TRANSACTION. [N DESCRIBING JESUS
CHRIST, PAUL STATES THAT HE IS THE=EXACT
ON OF THE FATHER WHEN IT COMES TO

"UR CHURCH THERE IS AN ELECTRICAL PIECE OF
EQUIPMENT CALLED A TRANSFORMER. | CANNOT
SPEAK TO THE TECHNJCAL ASPECTS OF WHAT
HAPPENS WHEN POWERT MOVES ALONG THE LINES
THROUGH THAT TRANSFORMER, BUT IN LAYMEN'S
TERMS IT SEEMS THAT THE SAME CURRENT THAT
COMES THROUGH THE LINE IS SOMEHOW STEPPED
DOWN IN POWER AND FORCE SO IT MAY BE USED

_ SAFELY IN THE HOUSE WITHOUT DESTROYING IT.
‘QuESTION:__HoW CAN SOMEONE WHO IS INVISIBLE
HAVE AN Imagﬁg iHE WORD IMAGE MAY REFER TO

MORE THAN A PHYSICAL IMAGE. [T MAY REFER TO
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MORAL IMAGE. FOR EXAMPLE, ADAM AND EVE
WERE MADE IN THE IMAGE,/OF GOD BUT THIS IS
OBVIOUSLY NOT A PHYSIZAL IMAGE! THIS VERSE
IS SAYING THAT - THERE IS
NQO_DIFFERENCE IN TWEIR MOR UTES.,
WHAT RESIDES IN THE FATHER ALSO RESIDES IN
THE SoN! (HeB. 1:3) “IHE FIRSIBORN OF
EVERY CREATURE,"” THE WORD EIRSLBORN IN
BTBLE DOES NOT ALWAYS MEAN ONE WHO WA
.  RATHER IT REFERS TO THE ONE WHO HAS
THE EIRST PLAGE IN THE FAMILY., IT IS A
TECHNICAL TERM THAT REFERS_TO THE.PLACE OF
1¥u=unauru IN THE FAMILY. FOR EXAMPLE, IN
SALM 89:27, DAVID IS CALLED THE FIRSTBORN
YET SCRIPTURE MAKES IT VERY CLEAR THAT HE
WAS THE YOUNGEST OF THE SONS OF JEsSe!  So
IT REFERS TO THE -ROSILION OF
AND=FRbORIEY WHICH DAVID HELD AS THE FIRST-
BORN IN THE FAMILY. JESUS CHRIST HOLDS THE
POSITION OF BRIORITY IN CREATION - HE IS

OF THE TRIUNE GoD., AccorDING TO &
CHRIST AS CREATOR GOES BEYOND THOS 1GS
WHICH MAY SEEN WITH THE EYES SUCH AS SUN,
MOON, STARS AND EARTH, TO INVISIBLE THINGS
SUCH AS ANGELS AND_SOLAR=S¥STEMS BEYOND OUR
RANGE OF VISION., DURING THE DAYS OF HIs
FLESH, HE MANIFESTED THIS ABILITY IN_HIS
VERY FIRST P RACLE, JOHN 2. THE WORD
C ST !%%E%Z¥E§MEANS TO HOLD TOGETHER.
JERE IS A S N WHIC IS
BT 10

MY KNOWLEDGE, NO SCIENTIST UNDERSTANDS FULLY
WHAT HOLDS THESE TOGETHER., WE REFER TO THE

LAW WHICH HOLD OUR UNIVERSE 1IN
AN w AS SGHENLLELC.LAWS. EVERY
LAW OF E IS IN FACT AN EXPRESSION OF
DLEIEE:E%w OR THE WORK OF Gop IN His

UNIVERSE. WE MIGHT SAY THE LAWS OF NATURE

7\,1 f | f.. ‘] ‘A.(/f\.

{ 1l e

{ (_,(:(i. qn*)
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ARE MAN'S WAY OF TALKING ABOUT THE WAYS
oF Gop. NoT onNLY DID CHRIST CREATE BUT HE
ALSO PRESERVES AND UPHOLDS HIS CREATION.

[I. CHRIST PREEMINENT AT THE CROSS -
V. 20-21

MANY OF THE WORDS DEALING WITH THE WORK OF
CHRIST ON THE CROSS SUCH AS BLOOD, PEACE,
ETC. ARE TERMS WE IDENTIFY AND DEFINE WITH
FAMILIARITY. HOWEVER, THE WORD RECONCILE
IS NOT AS EASY TO GRASP., WHEN ADAM STN|
A LOT OF THINGS IN THE UNIVERSE BECAME-DIS-

LOCATED AND DISORIENTED. THE

REAL PURPOSE OF HIS BEING SINNED.,

THE PURPOSE OF GOD FOR MAN IS TO FIND HIS
ULFILLMENT AND PURPOSE FOR BEING IN THE
PURPOSE OF Gop. WHEN ADAM SINNED IN THE

GARDEN OF EDEN, A_BARRIER WAS PLACED BETWEEN
GoD AND MAN AND THAT BARRIER IS CALLED SIN.

WHEN CHRIST DIED ON THE CROSS, HIS WORK

MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR ALL MEN TO BE SAVED,

THE BARRIER WAS TAKEN OUT OF THE WAY.

NoTICE, THE BIBLE DOES NOT TEACH THAT THE
DEATH OF CHRIST SAMED ALL MEN, IT STATES THAT
IT MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR ALL MEN TO BE SAVED

OR TO PUT ALL MEN BLE POSITION.
THE INVITATION OF THE BIBLE LL

BARRIERS ARE DOWN AND G IS TOWARD
THE BELIEVING SINNERZINY v
RECONCILED TO Gop., &
WE USE THE WORD RECONC 6N TO DESCRIBE
WHAT ONE DOES AT THE END OF THE MONTH WHEN
HE RECEIVES HIS STATEMENT FROM THE/ BANK.

[T HAS THE RECORD OF CHECKS WRITEEN AND
DEPOSITS MADEw RECONCILIATION MEANS BRING-
ING INTO CONFORMITY MONTHLY STATEMENTS WITH
ONE'S BALANCE IN HIS CHECKBOOK, THEY MUST
AGREE, | AM TOLD THAT WHEN A PIANO TUNER
TUNES A PIANO, HE USES AN INSTRUMENT CALLED
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A TUNING FORK., A TUNING FORK IS DESIGNED
SO THAT IT WILL PRODUCE A CONSTANT SOUND.,
ONE MAY PURCHASE TUNING FORKS ON VARIOUS
PITCHES BUT FROM MY LIMITED KNOWLEDGE, THE
STANDARD TUNING FORK IS THE NQTE A AND THE
SAME AS THE A ON THE PIANO. IN OTHER WORDS,
THE TUNING FORK WILL VIBRATE AT EXACTLY 440
CYCLES PER SECOND~AND WHEN YOU STRIKE IT
AGAINST ANY OBJECT, SUCH AS YOUR HAND, AND
PLACE IT ON THE SOUNDING BOARD OF THE PIANO,
IT WILL GIVE A CONSTANT SOUND - THE NOTE-A.
[T IS HIS JOB TO RECONGCILE THE NOTES ON

THE PIANO AND BRING THEM INTQ CONFORMITY
WITH THE SOUND OF THE TUNING FORK. [HE WORD
RECONCILE LITERALLY MEANS TO CHANGE. [HE
DEATH OF CHRIST CHANGED SOMETHING WITH
REFERENCE TO (GOD AND MAN. [HAT CHANGE WE
HAVE ALREADY DESCRIBED.

[11. CHRIST PREEMINENT IN THE CHURCH -
V. 18

WHEN MEN THINK OF ORGANILZALLONS AND THE
LE%F ORGANIZATIONS, THEY THINK OF
TH WHO ARE CHAIRMEN;—PRESIDENTS,
POPE OSE WHO HAYE™SOME OTHER TITLE.
A -coRPORATION—HAS—A_CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD,
NT . OF
JEsus CHRIST 1S His BoDY AND HE IS THE
HEAD OF THE CHURCH. THE DY IS ON EARTH,

THE HEAD, IS IN HEAVEN. JESUS CHRIST IS_TO
THE QAPJL~WHAT A HEAD IS TO THE BODY.

aaa s i 1 e

HERE IS A BIBLICAL DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE
CHURCH AS AN ORGANISM AND AN ORGANIZATION.
FOR EXAMPLE, AN EYE IS AN ORGANISM, AN
ELECTRIC EYE, IN A VERY LOOSE SENSE, COULD
BE CALLED AN ORGANIZATION OF ELECTRICAL
PARTS. ONE IS VITAL, THE OTHER IS FUNCTIONAL
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ALL REVERED FOUNDERS OF HISTORIC RELIGIONS
ARE DEAD, CHRIST ALONE IS “THE FIRSTBORN
FROM THE DEAD." THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
GUIDED BY AND CONTROLLED BY Him. THE
PRIMARY FUNCTION OF THE CHURCH ON EARTH IS
TO DO THE WILL OF CHRIST. THE CHRIST WHO
IS PREEMINENT IN THE CHURCH DESIRES TO BE
PREEMINENT IN CHRISTIANS. AS A MATTER OF
FACT, OUR LORD DEMANDS +lRST=Pt=a€E= N OUR
LIFE. THE FIRST PART OF EVERY-DRAY AND THE
FIRST PORTION OF OUR INCQME, THE FIRST DAY
OF THE_WEEKe FIRST IN OUR-HOMES AND PLACES
OF WORK GOING BEYOND MERE LIP SERVICE.
To THE GENUINE BELIEVER, JESUS CHRIST IS
MORE THAN AN EMERGENCY DOOR IN TIMES OF
SICKNESS AND DEATH. ONE COMMENTATOR HAS
SUGGESTED, WHETHER CORRECT OR NOL [ CANNOT
SAY, BUT THE SUGGESTION IS THAT&_JQEEEE
OF iaiMAIuAEA AND N1eoDEmes HAD BEEN
AS DEVOTED TO CHRIS G
AS THEY W , THEY COULD HAVE
CHEERED, MORE PEOPLE. [HIS IS
TRUE OF MANY WHO HAYE TOO LITTLE AFFECTION
TOO LATE IN LIFE, ACCORDING TO

THE CHURCH 1 . IT 1S THE
WHICH HE WILL RETURN TO EARTH.
( QUESTION: WHAT IS THE PURPOSE

AND FUNCTION OF THE CHURCH TODAY? THAT
PURPOSE AND FUNCTION HAS NOT CHANGED IN
2000 YEaRs. QuesTIioN: Is CHRIST

OR EVEN PROMINENT orR I1s H OF
YOUR LIFE? (COMMENT ON LUKE

I

p—




