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i PHILIPPIANS 4:4

BY ALL EARTHLY STANDA s, PAUL SHOULD HAVE BEEN
- ! GLADNESS DEPENDED UPON
J THEN AUL SHoOU HAVE BEEN UNHAPPY FOR
HIS HEALTH WAS POOR, DNESS DEPENDED UPON
~MONEY , ABL HAD LITTLE, %GLADNESS DEPENDED UPON
AUL HAD LITTLE TWARD SUCCESS AFTER
HIS CONVERSION. r1C : ND

»
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NOUGH Q TO DEAL WITH OUR.IENSIDNS
FEELING OF FRUSTRATION SEEMS TO TURN OUR DAYS

INTO NOTHING MORE THAN PHONES: RAISING
JHiLLDBﬁBJ TRYING TO MEET THE DEMANDS OF EMPLOYER.,

EAMILY, AND FRLENDS. ROUTINE AND SAMENESS SURROUND
A '_‘S'LTKE A BLANKET., AT TIMES, LIFE TS.ELAL AND

WHEN A BELIEVER FOCUSES HIS ATTENTION UPON
#LORD ., A MAN LIKE PauL co LD REJOICE_NQ_MAI

_JEB_HgaI CIRCUMSTA Y BELIEVED
THAT JESUS RIST IS F LIFE'S
PROBLEMS. WE WILL LIMI R STUDY TO THE FIRST

o CHAPTER OF THE EPISTLE CONGERNING THE THIi
: HE IN-

.DEX OF OUR CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE REVOLVES AROUND
THE THINGS WHICH MAKE US GLAD. ARE WE GLAD ONLY

WHEN WE HAVE MAIERIAL THINGS OR DO SRIRITUAL _GOALS
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS MAKE US GLAD?)

I. JHE r“HRI,STI N_SHOU FJQJCE BECAUSE HE IS
SAVED AND SECURE IN CHRIST - I:5-/

SEVER IN THE PRELIMINARY VERSES IN
THIS CH :
N PEOPLE., E TER

HILIPPIANS WERE SAVED

y B IN VERSE 1 SUGGESTS
SLAMERY.. [HE 1DEA' H*T OF ONE WHO HAS BEEN
PURCHASED AND POSSESSED BY A MASTER. [HE SLAVE
HAD NO WILL OF HIS OWN BUT LIVED ONLY TO DO THE
WILL OF HIS MASTER. MANY OF THE PHILIPPIANS HAD

l
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EEN SLAVES=NOW. THEY WERE SLAVES OF JESus CHRIST.

P THE TERM{SAINT: ). ALSO INDICATES THESE PEOPLE WERE
SAVED, "FHE MOST—COMMON WORD IN ALL OF THE

NEw TESTAMENT TO REFER TO PEOPLE WHO ARE REN

OF GoD., THE WORD IS RELATED TO THE TERM 3.

THE PRIMARY IDEA 1S THAT SOMEONE OR SOME AS

EEN SET APART FOR SERVICE TO GoD. THE TERM "IN

/ CHRIST JESUS” ALSO REFERS TO SAVED PEOPLE. ONLY
N THE REDEEMED . ONE OF THE GREAT
/v’é’ VERSES ON TH OF THE BELIEVER IS VERSE

6. LET ME QUALIFY THE TERM SECURITY.
~—no Uik
" GO.TO. HEAVEN. NO.MATTER. WHAT.- i PERSON IS
GIVEN A IN THE BIBLE. [T DOES MAT-
] TER HOW WE BEHAVE, tggsa AND E;:;nn:.eo TOGETHER.
- flew S+ HOoWEVER, THE BIBLE DOES TEACH THAT THE BELIEVER
“hkiﬁw7 WHO IS IN CHRIS D FAM-

re~~ 1LY WERE VERY BELIEVER RESTS HIS
OME KIND OF‘€E§§§§§2;> HE EITHER BELIEVES

IN IE SECURITY OR SECURITY, (CoMMENT
| o AND BARNHOUSE s
ANSWER TO THE MAN WH REN' YO} AFRAID YOU

WILL SLIP THRQUGH THE FINGERS OF 0D HIS ANSWER

!f_l_AmhdﬂE:ﬁE;HISZELN_Eﬁgj GOD IS AT WORK IN
THE BELIEVER'S LIFE. HE WILL CONTINUE THAT WORK

}UNTIL THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH. WE CANNOT ALWAYS
f SEE WHAT THE LORD IS DOING IN THE LIVES OF His
PEOPLE BUT IF A PERSON IS BORN AGAIN, QD :
~MORK! DO NOT ALWAYS SEE THE NLSL -.---ﬂﬂ'T;

= = DRl 10 7 U1

Py

W PASE (o BLD1NBCONTOL T, 60D,
‘B@ HOLD m@ '- '[ERM SECUR TV @
-ﬂ T IS INTERESTING
THAT LE WHO BELIEVE IN SOCIAL SECURITY WANT
TO @OVER WHETHER OR NOT THEY ARE ETERNALLY
SEC IN CHRIST., [HIS WOULD SEEM TO INDICATE

_CONF IN WA GTON_THAN IN HEAVEN
EEOMMENT ON GALATIANS E H';' THE BASIC QUESTION
REGARDING THIS GREAT BIBLE DOCTRINE 1S WHOM SHALL

EVE SE OUR DOCTRINE OR CONVIC-
S)OF PEOPLE WHO WERE SUPPOSED
0 HAVE B ND TURNED BACK TO THE WORLD?
R DO WE BASE OUR CONVICTIONS ON
P OF THE WORD OF GOD ON THIS SUBJEC$$E?§:ﬁ§ﬁEE£ﬁ§
OF _GOD OVERC :
AND THIS IS THE
EVEN OUR FAITH. HE OVERCOMER IS BORN OF (oD,

F—Fr-)vw.’za QUGYCW‘"\‘-*\G, ‘T‘Qu.u.. wﬂ-:%b -&Q; I




“SAY IT AGAIN” 3

THE PERSQN WHO SUCCUMBS TO THE WORLD WAS NOT
P BORN OF (0D,

IT. THE _CHRISTIAN SHO JOICE QVER THE
e GOSPEL [F NOT OVE FIESSENGE

WHILE PAUL WAS IN_J FOR PREACHING THE GOSPEL,
SOME FOLK WERE PREACHING THE GOSPEL FOR Sﬁﬁgiiﬂ

S HOPING TO_GET AHEAD .%m_}_zs
NISTRY. THEIR MOTIVES WERE HE APos-

TLE FAUL WAS SPIRITUALLY MATURE ENOUGH TO KNOW
THAT IT IS BETTER TO HAVE A MAN PREACHING WITH

D L L METTHEE A I\ () L L)

(AL T WHILE PAUI WAS IN PRISON; SOME—GELE-SEEKLNG
PERSONA AME] }ﬁ PEO LE WERE USING THE GOSPEL
10 ADVANCE THEMSELY HILE FAUL WAS IN PRISON,
SOME PREACHERS SOUGHT'JILJE =

ON QF L ‘ Ch. PAuL

LOOKED BEYOND THE EEII PERSONALITIES AND REALIZED
fDR.Q.M+H_IQ_DQ_QDQD_IMEN_HF

THAT T }S POSSIBL

HIS 1S A DIFFICULT
A SOK 0 UNDERSTAND TODAY. PERSONALLY AM IN
'DISAGREEMENT WITH THIS GENERATIO EVERS

ENHO WERE REARED ON A KIND OF EE%E;*ANCE HRISTIAN-
’ITY WHICH KNOWS NO LO /"¢ |HEY WERE SAVED
OHESIDE THE CHURCH, NURTURED OUSSIRE THE CHURCH,
;1AND THEREFORE, KNOW NO LOYALTY OR HOW TO BEHAVE
., IN LOCAL CHURCHES., IMANY PEOPLE ARE GHURGH-DRIETERS
’LOOKING FO? A BRIGHTER-PERSONALLTY AND A BIGGER
(PRDGRAM~ HEY ARE FOR ANYTHING AND EVERYTHPNG

AS LONG AS IT IS NOT LOCAL CHURCH CENTERED. THEY'
!BELIEVE IN SOWING AND HARVESTING == THEY JUST DON'T

BELIEVE IN BARNS FOR THE HARVEST! HAVING EXx-

PRESSED THIS OPINION, LET ME HASTEN TO SAY, HOW-
EVER, THAT THER : -

4« ITHEY MAY ORESS DIFFERENTLY THAN 1, LISTEN
A DIFFERENT KIND OF JMESEC, AND EMPLOY DIFFERENT

> 1 OWEVER, EVEN THOUGH [ MAY NOT CARE TO
{TER_INTO THEIR ACTIVITIES, | DO AND WILL REJOICE

WH HRIST 1S PREACHED EVEN THOUGH | AM IN DIS-

AGREEMENT WITH THE METHOD =
™\ ONE S METHODS IS Eg] THE _POINT. REJOICE IF THE
EVEN THOUGH BELIEVE THE

MESSAGE IS MORE EFFECTIVE IF THE METHODS ARE COR-

RECT! (My coop FRIEND WARREN WIERSBE HAS WRITTEN
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A VERY MEANINGFUL ARTICLE IN THE CURRENT MooDY
MONTHLY IN WHICH HE SUGGESTS THAT WE ARE SO RE-
ULTS-ORIENTED MANY OF

LIGIOUSLY ACTIVE AND S
US ARE ON A RELIGIOUS
BECOME A CENTER OF _ACEIVEFY
A PLACE OF

CHURCHES ARE FEEDING THEIR PEOPLE QN

AND |
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WHO WILL
SOMEHOW
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T9 KMEN%XCLUSION OF

MANY

BELIEVE IN BEING ACTIVE FOR CHRIST --_BUT
MANY ARE ACCEPTING

S

. DR.

A.RELICIOUS SUBSTITUTE
IERSBE SUGGESTS THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO FILL THE

-l O

E NEED TO COME FACE TO FAC
OUR WORSHIP SERVICES.
HAVE BEEN IMPRESSED WITH THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE ,S&

o

AFRONT TO MANY LHRISTIANS.,

0D _SHOULD
ORD S DAY,

E'ﬁﬂl'%lﬁ?#H EED IN
ADDITIONAL NOTE: | P

o, "L
T WITH METHODS IS A PERS NAL‘ééj
~

I
P
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IV. THE C

S

Il CHRISTIAN SHOULD REJOICE THAT
MOT THE END OF IT ALL -- VERSE 20 -

OME OF YOU HAVE BURIED A LOVED ONE THIS YEAR.
[ OW-

EVER, W% DO _NOT DESPAIR AS PEOPLE WHO HAVE NO

HOPE HE PERSON WHO HAS LIVED IN THIS LIFE

FOR CHRESI KNOWS THE JOY OF DYING IN CHRIST. THE
TERM (GAEN") IS A STARTLING WORD. JHIS WORD WAS

USED IN OREEK WRITINGS_TQ SUGGEST ~lMELEREST QN
HMEX" . AccorDING TO 2 CoR., 5:1 THE BELIEVE
WHO DIES GAIN RESENCE OF OUR LORD, ANOTHER

E SOMETHING HAS BEEN
ON OF THIS PHRASE., IT IS A

ERLATLY INDICATING SOMETHING THAT IS .
GCH-BERRER . [AUL WAS QUS TO D HE
fﬁgiggaa_nln NOT LIE- *
HE

RATHER IN WHO HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD,
LOSS OF A LOVED ONE WILL LEAVE A v/eusM AND FEERS
OVER THEIR LOSS,

HESS. H4:l0-

RISTIAN SHO CJOICE THAT HE IS PER-
MITT SUFFER FOR CHRIST -- 1:2

ANY PERSON WHO WALKS AROUND ENJOYING HIS PERSE-
CUTION AND HOPING THAT SOMEONE WILL BUNISH HIM

i




“SAY 1T AGAIN" S5

FOR HIS WRONGDOING HAS JL;iaiLaus.BEnaLam. THERE
~ IS, HOWEVER, AN INDICATION IN THE BIBLE THAT BE-

LIEVERS_ARE CALLED UPON TQwSUEEER FOR CHRIST'S

+ THERE IS A VAST DIFFERENCE IN SUFFERING

FOR OUR owu RSYCHOEOGTCAL—PECHETARTTEES AND

ROFBBES. WHEN TRIAL OR TESTING COMES INTO THE

LIFE OF THE,AVERAGE BELIEVER, THE FIRST QUEST]ON

E ASKS IS <M ¢E..l _DONF TO DESERVE THIS

HE IDEA 1S THAT SOMEHOW GOD TS DEALING_ﬁEQEEEtx

ANn_wG FOR SOME LMCNOWN-SIN THAT

SEEKING CLARIFICATION OVER WHY THIS SHOULD COME
INTO O VES, HE BiBLE TEACHE _ SUFFERING
ON THE%OF THE CHRISTIAN IS ¢ WHEN
IT MAKE s_nﬁaEunﬁu%ngﬁnggp. ) ARN
THAT WE CANNOT MAKE OWN, WE ARE DEPEN-

DENT UPON HIM, THEN SUFFERING WILL HAVE ACCOM-
PLISHED ITS PROPER PURPOSE. EVERY PERSON 08
EVER USED IN A MIGHTY WAY HE HAD TO BREAK. 0D
IS NOT INTERESTED IN THE EXTENT OF OUR ACTIVITIES

GBING ANTMAEE OF (HR ..;._ LN THE- =
NTECOST

SUGGESTS THAT IT IS POSSIBL
B AKE PEN AND INK AND SKETCH A
DRAWING HRIST. IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE FOR
AN ARTIST TO SKETCH AN IMAGE OF CHRIST 1N~§§%§Ek
GOD WANTS TO OUTLINE THE IMAGE oF His Son SELED
THROUGH SUFFERING INTO THE LIVES 0 HIS PEOPLE
UNTIL WE_REPRQDUCE T. GE OF CHRIS’

LIKENESS 1 IN HAPTER VERSE 2

N.QUR.LLME :
SPEAKS OF TH STINGS, EVER
EHE FleES=REBELS AT THIS IDEA, OLOSSIANS
AUL SUGGESTS THAT THE BELIEV R S SUFFERING

VANGES_THE CAUSE OF CHRIST. ACCORDING TO 'HILIP-
PIANS 3:10 THE PRIMARY GOAL OF PAUL WITH REFERENCE
TO SANCTIFICATION WAS TO ENTER DALLY INTO A;Eglrr

: TO THE IMAGE OF (HRIST.
£ OLOSSIANS PRSSRGE'§UGGESTS THAT WE SHOULD

2£;;£.£l;§§§gp.J1uuL4»H+e+h1§;4iﬂsinna_uuqnu2-ﬁx.

UFFERING FOR CHRIST IS A%E.
THIS DOES NOT ALWAYS REFER TO PHYSICAL SU ING,
THE PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECT IS SOMETIMES THE MOST

DIFFICULT, [0 BE_MALKGMED AN BY
PEOPLE WHO SHOULD KNOW YOU BE%fggi¥§ﬂE§§Eg%INGLY

P DIFFICULT, ALL OF US WANT TO BE #EBRE¥ED IN OUR
CONDUCT BUT THIS IS NOT ALWAYS POSSIBLE WHEN THE
OSPEL IS AT STAKE. PAUL IS SAYING THAT THE

HRISTIAN SHOULD REJOICE ALWAYS UNDER EVERY CIR-

N A



J “SAY IT AGAIN" 6.

CUMSTANCE. PAUL HAD THOUGHT OF EVERY POSSIBLE
M THING THAT COULD HAPPEN TO THE CHRISTIAN, AS ﬁ
MATTER OF FACT, MOST OF IT HAPPENED TO HIM. E

SAYS THAT THE UHRISTIAN S JOY..IS.NOI _CONNECTED

Tn_ammmsma&ﬂufmmmm.mmﬂw
%’ iHE PERSON WHO LOVES 'ﬂés’h's 'EJH’RIS U-
PREMELY WILL BE CONTENT IN HIS PRESENCE REGARDLESS

OF CIRCUMSTANCES., HIS IS ONE _OF THE PRIMARY AND
YET MOST DIFFICULT LESSONS IN CHRISTIAN LIVING.,

q.‘ <4 /,’égﬂ,,( " 7}“7 Nee —
-===%;iiiik (g”Jd%) o (0 \\SO ? LA ﬁ*;~uzﬁfd-;ZLlf
B Todaty s St 1.7 — T =
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"5 Things God Does Not Know" continued - Page 3

"whosoever” - Rom. 10:13 ‘
(Interesting that '!uhnsoauex_“_he{e is same Gk,
word as in Rom. 3:23 (@sa
£ ) "believeth"- More than the empty verbal momthipg of intellectual

assent. Look at (*Johnm 2:23-24)
t. distinction:

Chickenhen) sitting on the hog pen fence said
to og - if Farmer Brown should decide
to have ham/eggs for breakfast tomorrow =-_I_would
be invglved - but you would be committed.”

I heard an entire sermon on the importance of'in

"in/on" not on"”. This may have been important to that
Everlasting preacher, but not to God - translated both ways
Eternal in New Testament.

Eternal Life, W_.__L«EESEEéL-.- Loss!

ILI. :
QUTAETE - Rev. 579
The redeemed reflect upon their salvation experience.

There is .ne-segcond-chance-beyond the grave.  There is no

lace of depar where they can be persuaded to
repent. uke 16:25-314

F ) This,God's or Life.~2. P
Life, a westibule.of eternity.

Suggestion:

If God could/would take a sinner to Heévén'apart.from a
‘\new birth, the mostéeing in the Universe:

*Fellow who jumped on an excursion boat at the last moment.
Discovered a church group on outing =- for 3 days--

1. Sermons
2. 50ongs,

3. Testi nies

4. Rejoigin
At end of the tr1p he could hardly wait to get ashore __3,

misgrable days. Sinnexr, you wouldn't be happx_;n_ﬂgﬁggg,

Spurgeon: If a thief got to Heaven unsaved, he would be
picking the angels' pockets!

{ ’ Every once 1n a while someone will come to me with the

"what abouts’
1. "What about the heathen?”

2. "What about this religion or that?"( /. {JM_ f”V;/rqajj
3. "What about cults?" !

\\h My answer is always the same - Agtg 4212, —“//
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It is inconceivable that there is anything beyond the
scope of God's knowledge. Nothing in history has ever taken
nim by surprise.(Atomic &ge nothing new to Him.) No scientific
acompoliskment new to Him., Nothing on earth escapes his pen~
atrating eye—-no sin, no thought is beyond Him. Jesus said in
the S8ermon on the Mount that God sees the man who prays in sec-
ret, marks the sparrows fall, even knows of the hairs of our
head to the point he knows every hait and sees.... with some of
us doesn't require much of a record!

I. GOD DOES NOT KNOW ANYONE WHO HAS NOT SINNED--Rom. 3323

They say of Washington--he never told a lie! cf. Dr.
Pettingili's analysis of David "I said in my haste, all men
are liars." Comment——David could have said it at his leksure
and it would still have been truel Maybe Washington was not
practiced in this area--but all have sinned.

1, YAll have sirmed"

Not a man who hasn't and does not now sin, We like to

change the names from time to time: a drunk is an alcholic,

a bum is a derelict, a thief is a cleptomaniac

Men will go to any length to avoid this phrase: ®* I have

sinned! (A change in our day--we call various sins-- psychol-
problems and the ppycthist is pastor, office, is church,

Textbook is the Bible get the same thing from the Lord and

the cost is much less!

Two things about two grest peopie: "I have sinned}

(Hardest words in the Eaglish vocab, "I am wrongl)

David and the prodical son.(This made or showed their great-

ness,

2. "come short"

Moule-~ an adulkrer may stand on the shore and try to reach
the starse-a moral man may stand on the mountain
top—both shorb of the goal.

###If the standsrd to join an elite guard is 6 feet
and 6 inches in height. One may be 6=1 or &=L but
still short of the standard.
Adam sinned and p;unged the entire race into sin, 2 Adam
made a way to God-~ God's divine standard for human lifle is
His om glory.

II. GOD DOES NOT KNOW ANY SINNER HE DOES NOT LOVE--John 3:16

Liberals misrep. this--picture the Yod of the 0.T. a dirty
bully. Calvary reveals Love of Go\ for sinner and yet His
hatred for sinl

e e
‘S’L,' M‘é’gwd )

»

1. "God so loved"
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Heathen know nothing of this. Pagan eeligions-- survival,
hatred and strife. Where do we learn of the "love of God"

in nature? (I worship Ged in nature--hogwashl) Love the
world and appreciate His handiwork--but must come to 6 alvary
to kndw his love.

Wyorld¥-=- In 1 Jolm 2 we are told not to levethhe world., Of

which Satan is the prince. This is the world of
mandkind. God loves sinners--but not sin}
Moody the Evangelist of love, Edwards o judgment.
##5tory of boy--I love you Mother!
##Song-~The Love of God.
“gavell- Love knows how to give and give again. God gave and
asks notiing but that we receive His gift--not to
shun it. Kom. 5:8
"begotten-- unique sen. Play on the verse. 4ns. the next
question. 25==12 and 12 Son in middle.
"whosoeveri- Ironside,
"believeth™ is kin to the word "faith".
“in or on"--no argument in the text-—heard a preacher majoring
on "in and on and everlasting and eternal. No
point at all in the original.

IIT. GOD DOES NOT KNOW ANYONE IN HEAVEN WHO WAS NOT SAVED ON
EARTH,
The Bible no mention of a Second Chance after death}
Don't you believe. If no preparation this side of tle
grave none can help you--~too late,

Who is in Heaven??? All who have died "in Christl
Interesting p.intt

An wnsaved person would be miserable in Heaven., Doing
what Christians enjoy.( ##Fellow who jumped on the wrong
boat! Horrible 3 daysl)

This is the emphasis of Heb, 2:2

IV. GOD DOES NOT KNOW ANY OT'HER WAY TO BE SAVED EXCEPT THRU
CHRIST.
#*This idea foreign to theBible--not many ways to heaven.
1 wayl John 1L:6 #¥Sincerity not enoughl
Acts 4212
Men say well "I think this, or its my opinion—-- your op-
inion doesn't count in these matters}

NONE OTHER

V. GOD DOESN'T ENOW A BETTER TIME THAN NOW— 2 Cor. 6:2

There are no tomorrows regarding salvation. A dying man
had better not waitl

Excuses:

1. "I don't feel like it."

2, " Im' too young..later on after a few wild ocats." Eccl2:l
3. "Wdting on my companion.

/




"S5 THINGS GOD DOES NOT KNOW"

Several months ago I was talking to a'pastor friend re this
series of messages on the of the Bible. " He had a message
!l!! - "5 Men In A Bed" - Some of the patriarchs died and slept

with their foreEaEggggf

It is_inconceivable that there is anythin ng bevond the scope
of God's knowledge. Nothing that has happened in Bistawy has

ever taken Him by surprise: (1) Columbus. (2) Pidgrigs - all

the events which went together to bring our country to its

present state - God kpew all gbogt;%;.

Nothing in the realm 3ﬁ - has ever takem Him by surprise.
(1) Atomic Bomb. (2) (3) Moon She€s'/ Nothing escapes
the all -seeing eve of de SEsus said that God marks the spar-

row's fall, the hairs of our head are numbered. The Bible
abounds with verses which speak of the Omniscience of God.

1. "The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil

.and the good." (Prov. 15:3).

2. "For the ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, and He
_pondereth all his goings." (Prov. 53:21).
3. "He telleth the number of the stars, He calleth themr afD by
their name. (Psa. 147:4).
‘Eq HSome of the newest discoveries of astronomers - 2 Billion

Jlight years distance from earth. Light travels 669 plus
million miles per hr. '

4. "For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart,

and knoweth all things." - I John 3:20.

There is nothing beyond the scope of His knowledge. And yet,
-1 am going to suggest several things that God does not know:

L SOD DOES NOT_KNOW ANYONE WHO HAS NOT SINNED.. Rom. 3:23.

The first three chapters of Romans present Paul's inditement
against man as a sinner. These chapters describe three
types of sinners:

1. Repegade - Rom. 1:19-23,
In this section Paul talks about the sinner who_turned

his back on God.
2. Respectable - Rom. 2:1-3

The Moralist. He is guilty of the sins of chapter one.
le has sinned against Light. He may lend more respecta-
bility to his sins.

*(Illus. of man.who was too proud to get drunk. Pride
as deadly to the soul as drink!
/ *(David & Nathan - David's moral indignation against the

man in the story - yet he was the man.)

The moral sinner - still a sinner.




RoBERT K. SPRADLING JUNE 6, 1993

JABEZ: THE MAN WHO WANTED TO BE SOMEBODY FOR GOD

'

[ CHrRON. 4:9-10

[ WAS FIRST INTRODUCED To JABEZ IN 1953,
WE HAVE BEEN RENEWING THAT ACQUAINTANCE PERIODI-
CALLY FOR THE PAST FORTY YEARS., HERE'S HOW WE
MET....S. FRANKLIN LOGSDON THE CONFERENCE AT
SOUTHLAND - HIS STORY OF TRAVELING TO ANOTHER
CONFERENCE READING THE Book oF CHRONICLES -
A BIT BORED UNTIL JABEZ LEAPED FROM THE PAGES
OF SCRIPTURE. JABEZ CAME TO MY ATTENTION AGAIN
MANY YEARS LATER WHILE READING J. OswALD
SANDER'S BOOK ENTITLED A SPIRITUAL CLINIC AND
THE CHAPTER ENTITLED”GOD-SANCTIONED AMBITION”
A CHAPTER DEALING WITH JABEZ. ALL WE KNOW ABOUT
JABEZ 1S RECORDED HERE - NOT MUCH BUT ENOUGH
FOR A BRIEF BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. FIRST AND
SEcoND CHRONICLES IS ONE BOOK IN THE HEBREW
CANON. IT PARALLELS SAMUEL AND KINGS WITH THE
EMPHASIS ON GENEALOGY. GENEALOGIES WERE
IMPORTANT TO THE JEWS WHO RETURNED TO ISRAEL
FROM THE CAPTIVITY. THESE HAD TO DO WITH
PRIESTHOOD AND THOSE WHO WERE QUALIFIED TO
SERVE. IN OTHER WORDS, THESE GENEALOGIES GIVE
THE HISTORICAL RECORD OF THOSE WHO WERE QUALI-
FIED TO SERVE AS PRIESTS. CHAPTERS 1 THRQUGH
9 DEAL WITH THREE PRIMARY KINGS - SAauL - DAvID -
SoLoMoN. CHAPTERS 10 THROUGH 36 DEAL WITH 18
OTHER KINGS OF JUDAH. LET US EXAMINE THE LIFE
OF JABEZ AND SEE WHAT WE MAY LEARN FROM HIS
EXAMPLE ,

I. THE PERSON OF JABEZ - VERSE 9
THE FIRST STATEMENT ABOUT HIM IS:
A

THE WORD HONORABLE MEANS DISTINGUISHED OR
NOBLE. INTERESTINGLY, IT IS THE SAME HEBREW
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WORD TO DESCRIBE SOMEONE WHO WAS RICHB\ IT
LITERALLY MEANS TO BE HEAVY. IN THIS REGARD,
JABEZ WAS A “MORAL HEAVYWEIGHT” - HE WAS\
SUPERIOR TO HIS BROTHERS IN THAT CAPACITY\

THE TEXT DOES NOT SAY THAT HIS BROTHERS WERE
BAD BUT THAT HE WAS THE OUTSTANDING SON IN THE

FAMILY - AN.HDNQRABL@.M?N_WITH AN ORABLE
—MENTION IN THE BIBLE! , [HE SAME WORE [
DESCRIBE SOME OF DAVID’s MEN.,

THAT STOOD OUT ABQOVE HIS OTHER BROTHERS.
JEWISH WRITERS HAVE AFFIRMED THAT JABEZ BECAME
A DOCTOR IN THE LAW WHOSE REPUTATION DREW
SCRIBES FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY TO HIM AND
EVANTUALLY A_TOWN WAS NAMED IN HIS HONOR.
(2:55) NOTHING OF A DISTINGUISHABLE NATURE IS
SAID ABOUT JABEZ'S BROTHERS. AS A MATTER OF
FACT, THEIR NAMES ARE NOT LISTED IN THE TEXT.
THE POINT IN CONTRAST WITH HIS BRETHREN IS THE
FACT THAT JABEZ DID NOT LET HIS BROTHERS' LACK
OF SPIRITUAL INTEREST RESTRICT HIS OWN PERSONAL
SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT.

SOMETIMES PEOPLE HIDE THEIR OWN
LACK OF SPIRITUAL INTEREST AND PROGRESS BEHIND
OTHER PEOPLE. OUR HINDRANCES IN CHRISTIAN
GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT MAY BE TRACED TO ONE
SOURCE AND ONE ALONE - THAT IS OUR OWN
SPIRITUAL INEPTITUDE OR LACK OF SPIRITUAL
INTEREST., . WE HAVE NO ONE ELSE TO BLAME BUT OUR-
SELVES. IN THIS REGARD, JABEZ REMINDS US OF
JOSEPH. JACOB HAD SEVERAL SONS BUT IT WAS
JOSEPH WHO WAS DIFFERENT IN BEHAVIOQR YET HE WAS
FROM THE SAME FAMILY. GENESIS 37:2 RECORDS HOW
JOSEPH BROUGHT TO HIS FATHER THE EVIL REPORT
WITH REFERENCE TO HIS BRETHREN. JOSEPH WAS NOT
A TATTLETALE BUT RATHER BECAUSE HE WAS A
RESPONSIBLE MAN WAS COMPELLED TO REPORT THE
MISCONDUCT OF HIS BRETHREN TO THEIR FATHER. AS
A MATTER OF FACT, EVIL NATURE AND DISPOSITION
OF JOSEPH'S BROTHERS WAS DEMONSTRATED MUCH
LATER IN LIFE IN THEIR TREATMENT OF JOSEPH.
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THEY HATED JOSEPH BECAUSE OF HIS FAVORITE
POSITION WITH THE FATHER AND HIS OUTSTANDING
MORAL CHARACTER.

B.  “HIs MOTHER CALLED HIS NAME JABREZ"

THE WORD JABEZ MEANS SORROWFUL. ONE
TRANSLATION SAYS, "I BORE HIM WITH PAIN."” WE
MAY BE READING SOMETHING INTO THE TEXT NOT
IMPLIED BUT THERE WAS SOMETHING ABQUT HIS BIRTH
THAT BROUGHT PAIN TO HIS MOTHER. IHIS IS A BIT
STRANGE BECAUSE THE BIRTH OF CHILDREN USUALLY
IS IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF JOY NOT SORROW. WHAT
HAPPENED WE DO NOT KNOW BUT IT INFLUENCED HIS
NAME BUT NOT HIS NATURE. WHATEVER THE PAIN IT
WAS NO FAULT OF HIS. [HE SADDNESS AND SOMBER
SIDE OF THIS STORY WAS WITH HIS MOTHER NOT THE
SON., HER EXPERIENCE_SIMILAR TO THAT OF
AS RECORDED IN GEN., 35: . BENJAMIN WAS NAMED

“THE_SON OF MY SORROW”. HOWEVER, JACOB QUICKLY
RENAMED HIM THE SON OF MY RIGHT HAND OR

-STRENGTH. JACOB APPARENTLY SAW THE DANGER OF
BEARING SUCH A NAME THROUGH LIFE AND CHANGED HIS
NAME. IT MAY BE THAT RACHEL’S LONG LIFE OF
DIFFICULTY INFLUENCED HER PHYSIOLOGICAL MAKEUP
CULMINATING IN THE BIRTH OF HER SON. APPARENTLY
RACHEL LIVED IN A HOME WHERE JEALOUSY AND ENVY
FROM AN OLDER SISTER WHO WAS APPARENTLY HER
DADDY'S PET CREATED PROBLEMS IN HER OWN MAKEUP,
FROM THE TEXT OF GENESIS IT IS OBVIOUS THAT
RACHEL NEVER GOT OVER CLINGING TO THE IDOLS OF
HER OWN LIFE. YET SHE WAS A WOMAN WHO WAS LOVED
BY JACOB. SHE DIED IN CHILDBIRTH IN A SPIRIT OF
GLOOM AND SADNESS THAT WAS REFLECTED IN
BENJAMIN'S NAME,

JABEZ DID NOT LET HIS FAMILY,
CIRCUMSTANCES OR ENVIRONMENT DIM HIS SPIRITUAL
DESIRES AND INTERESTS IN SERVING THE LORD.,

"THE PRODUCTS OF SORROW HAVE BEEN THE RAREST
GIFTS To MANKIND.” (F. B. Mevyer) (JonI)
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WHATEVER HIS DISABILITY, JABEZ DID NQT LET IT
DISQUALIFY HIM IN SERVICE TO OR FOR_GoD. MosT
PEOPLE HAVE NEVER HEARD OF JABEZ. THEY KNOW
~»  ABOUT Moses, ABRAHAM, DAVID AND OTHER GREAT
PERSONS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT BUT FEW KNOW ABOUT
THIS REMARKABLE MAN. JABEZ WAS A NOBODY FROM
.  HOWEVER, GOD KNEW HIS INTERESTS AND
HONORED HIS LIFE AND THE DESIRE TO SERVE GOD
FIRST AND FOREMOST .,
DESCRIBE THE IMPACT OF A PERSON'S | IFE THAN -HE
DID THE WILL OF GOD AND HONORED (GOD BY THE WAY
JABEZ REMINDS ALL OF US THAT IT IS
POSSIBLE TO RISE-ABOVE HEREDITY, ENVIRONMENT AND
", ~CLRCUMSTANCES TO EXCEL IN LIFE. ONE NEED NOT
<% WALLOW IN THE SPIRITUAL DOLDRUMS. I[F THE SPOT
—;&~ LIGHT OF PUBLIC ATTENTION DOES NOT SHINE ON US,

&;¢,- LET US BE GLAD AND USE THE OPPORTUNITY THAT GOD
9 ~~_ PROVIDES T0 SERVE HiM. (COMMENT REGARDING KEN

D) AND CHARLES HANSEL.) hr M
™% 11. THE PRAYER OF JABEZ - Verst 107 ./
Q
A Ls PRAYER FOR DIVINE BLESSING -

X C‘“> ﬁ'INDEED"

—_—

THE WORD INDEED SUGGESTS THAT JABEZ WAS
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING BEYOND THE USUAL,
ORDINARY OR EXPECTED. JABEZ WAS INVITING Gop
INTO HIS LIFE AND HE RECOGNIZED HE REALLY NEEDED
GoD’s BLESSING. MANY FOLK WOULD ENJOY HAVING
Gop’s BLESSING BUT IT REALLY _DOESN'T SEEM TO
MATTER ONE WAY OR ANOTHER. EXPECIALLY IF IT
COSTS SOMETHING IN THE AREA OF SACRIFICE AND
SUFFERING OR IF IT REQUIRES SOME SPECIAL EFFORT
ON OUR PART. SOLOMON SAID:

RICH ADDETH NO SORRQW WITH
§:27) NOTE- THERE IS A KIND

OF RI AT BRINGS ALL KINDS OF SORROW.

HERE ARE NO SUBSTITUTES FOR THE LORD'S

BLESSING. )
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"ENLARGE MY COAST" THIS IS A REFERENCE TO
TERRITORY OR BOUNDARIES. SIMPLY STATED, THIS
PRAYER THAT WENT BEYOND BUSINESS AS USUAL AND
THINKING SMALL WAS JABEZ'S DESIRE TO HAVE A

LARGE _PLACE IN THE WORK QF GoD, WE WOULD CALL

IT A "WIDER MINISTRY.” SMALL IS NOT NECESSARILY
SPIRITUAL, IN FACT, IT MAY BE SELFISH! THERE IS
SUCH A THING AS WRONG AMBITION BUT ALSO NO
AMBITION. IN A WORLD OF SPIRITUAL FREE-

LOADERS, WHERE PEOPLE ATTEMPT TO DO _AS LIﬁILE

AS POSSIBLE AND GET AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE ABEZ
WAS A MAN WHO WAS ASKING GOD FOR GREATER

_OPPORTUNITY AND RﬁaﬁguslﬁlLllx. HE wAS
SPIRITUALLY AMBITIOUS. E THOUGHT IN BIG TERMS,

OF ENLARGED BORDERS AND TERRITORY, GREATER
OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE (OD IN ORDER TO BRING GLORY
To Gop. ManNY oF THE LORD’'S PEOPLE ARE _T00

EASILY AN TISFIED CONCERNING
SPIRITUAL GROWTH. VE_ONE_ANSWER TQ
PRAYER EMERY FIVE RS - T's ENOUGH., ONE

BLESSING A YEAR WILL DO! JABEZ'S MOTIVE WAS
THE GREATER GLORY OF GoD. MANY BELIEVERS ARE
ALWAYS IN TROUBLE TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT THEY
ALWAYS NEED HELP AND NEVER GIVE HELP. JABEZ'S
CHRISTIAN CHARACTER MOVED BEYOND THE_SURVIVAL

. HE DID NOT WALK ON SPIRITUAL CRUTCHES
ALL THE TIME BUT RATHER WAS A MARATHON RUNNER.
THE IDEA OF BEING HELPED AND PROPPED UP ALL THE
TIME NEVER ENTERED HIS MIND. IF YOUR
PHILOSOPHY IS SURVIVAL AND NOT SERVICE YOU'LL
PROBABLY NOT BE INTERESTED IN THE LIFE OF JABEZ.
SANDERS SAYS: "GOD IS LOOKING FOR MEN WHO, LIKE
JABEZ ARE DISCONTENTED WITH A LIMITED OPPORTU-
NITY WHEN THEY COULD BRING GREATER GLORY TO GoD
IN A WIDER SPHERE.”

PRAYER FOR THE DYNAMIC T0 MEET THE DEMANDS.
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JABEZ KNEW THAT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO ACCOMPLISH
SPIRITUAL GOALS WITH UNSPIRITUAL METHODS., L1KE
Moses’ RoOD AND SAMPSON’S JAWBONE OF AN ASS THEY
WERE MIGHTY WEAPONS ONLY WHEN EMPOWERED BY GOD.
[LL USTRATE~RULLING A BOW STRING-BY—A—SMALL-

[T COULD BE ACCOMPLISHED ONLY WITH HIS
.)  JABEZ REALIZED THAT IF HE
GOT BIGGER IN OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY
HE WOULD NEED THE ABILITY TQ ACCOMPLISH THAT
GOAL THROUGH DIVINE HELP. (CONCERNING THE WILL
oF GoD IN OUR SERVICE FOR HIM MANY OF US ARE
CAUGHT ON THE HORNS OF A SPIRITUALDILEMMA:
(1) PRESUMPTION: SOME FOLK BELIEVE THEY KNOW
BETTER HOW TO RUN THEIR LIVES THAN GoD.
GoD IS FOR THE BIG EMERGENCY, THE
DESPERATE SITUATION WHERE THERE IS NO ONE
ELSE TO TURN TO. HE IS THE ONE REQUESTED
TO SALVAGE THE WRECK BUT NOT UNTIL THE
ACCIDENT! THESE FOLK ARE THOSE WHO SHOW
ONLY IN CHURCH PERIODICALLY AND RESORT TO
PRAYER ONLY IN TIMES OF CRISES - ILLNESS,
MARITAL TROUBLE, FAMILY DIFFICULTIES, ETC.
WHEN THE CRISES IS OVER - THEY ARE GONE
UNTIL THE NEXT CRISES.

(2) PARALYSIS: THESE FEAR THAT GoD's
DIRECTION WILL UPSET THEIR PLANS AND THAT
SOMEHOW GOD’'S PLAN WILL HURT THEM AND
CREATE DIFFICULTIES THAT ARE INSURMOUNTABLE
IN LIFE, THEREFORE, THEY DO NOTHING.
(MATTHEW 28:19)

(4) -

"KEep ME_FROM EVIL" SPIRITUALLY MINDED PEOPLE
ARE AWARE THAT WHEN ONE MOVES INTO LARGER AREAS
OF OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY THEY MAY
EXPECT OPPOSITION FROM SATAN. JABAZ WAS CON-
CERNED THAT SATAN MIGHT ATTEMPT TO SIDETRACK
HIM FROM SPIRITUAL GOALS HE SOUGHT. Our
CHURCHES ARE FILLED WITH PEOPLE WHO IN THEIR
YOUTH HAD HIGH VISIONS OF PURPOSE WITH




_7..

REFERENCE TO SPIRITUAL GOALS AND OBJECTIVES.
BUT SOMEWHERE ALONG THE LINE THEY MISSED THE
WiLL oF Gop. THE WORD EVIL IN THE TEXT
SUGGESTS RUIN OR DECAY. JABEZ KNEW THE
FRAILITY OF HIS OWN DISPOSITION AND THE DANGER
OF SERVING THE LORD. GREATER QPPORTUNITY
MEANT GREATER VULNERABILITY. THE ASSAULT OF
THE ADVERSARY WERE VERY REAL TO JABEZ.

(I Joun 5:19, Joun 1/:15)

A TECHNIQUE TO ELIMINATE PASTORS FROM
RCHES. VOLUNTEER AND DO SOMETHING OTHERS

DO NOT WANT TO DO. STOP QUARRELING AND QUITTING
ON THE LORD. REALIZE WE ARE NOT .QVER WORKED
BUT_UNDER MOTIVATED., ApoPT THE NEHEMIAH
SYNDROME - "GOT ANY WALLS YOU WANT ME TO BUILD
LorD?” PASTOR WILL HAVE A HEART ATTACK.

£ WHERE IS YOUR GODLY AMBITION?

N

VR

-iII. A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL PROSPERITY - “AnD

JABEZ ASKED AND %OD ANSWERED. iHIS IS A

BIBLICAL ILLUSTRATION OF THE BIBLICAL FACT THAT
GOoD ANSWERS PRAYER. GOD WILL ANSWER THE PRAYERS
OF THOSE WHOSE AMBITION IS TOTALLY FOR THE GLORY
OF GOD AND NOT FOR SELFISH INTERESTS.

QUESTION: WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME GOD ANSWERED

ONE OF OUR PRAYERS?

[F YOU HAVE DIFFICULTY THINKING OF A SPECIFIC
ANSWER PERHAPS IT IS BECAUSE WE HAVE NOT ASKED
OR IF WE HAVE ASKED HAVE DONE SO IMPROPERLY.
(JAMES 4:3) IF GOD GRANTED OUR MOST FERVENT
REQUEST - WOULD IT HELP IN OUR SPIRITUAL
DEVELOPMENT? | AM CONFIDENT THAT WINNING THE
LOTTERY, HAVING A BIGGER CAR, BOAT, LAKEFRONT
CABIN, OPPORTUNITY TO TRAVEL WOULD NOT
NECESSARILY MAKE US BETTER CHRISTIANS! As A
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MATTER OF FACT THE MORE THINGS WE ACCUMULATE
TEND TO LEAVE US LESS TIME FOR GOD AND MORE
TIME MANAGING OUR OWN AFFAIRS. JABEZ WANTED

TO BE SOMEBODY FOR GOD - NOT SOMEBODY IMPORTANT
FOR SELFISH REASONS.

QUESTION: WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE FOR Gop?

[F 1Ts FOR HIS GLORY THEN TO ASK IS TO HAVE.

GOD GAVE JABEZ EXACTLY WHAT HE ASK FOR -
_EXACTLY.




