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"THE NEW YOU FOR THE NEW YEAR” &

)

N [F YOU COULD CHANGE SOMETHING ABQUT_YOUR
PHYSICAL APPEARANCE, WHAT WOULD IT BE? TALLER?
THINER? YOUNGER? BLONDE? NOSE, HAIR, TEETH - WHAT?
SOME OF THESE WE CAN CHANGE, SOME WE CANNDT.

WHAT ABOUT SPIRITUAL CHANGES? ARE THERE HABITS

WE MAY DROP OR PICK UP THIS YEAR THAT WILL HELP

OUR SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT? LET US CONSIDER SOME
IDEAS FOR THE COMING YEAR.

- MATTHEW 7:13-14 CIX )
l T.© aa—fs/ é‘on\/_g
E,giggnﬂg;,HAs SIGNIFICANCE “OTHER. THAN THE ?E
A STREET IN New York CiTY. WE ARE
ON THAT WAY. IT IS THE WAY OF LEAST RESIST 5

THAT LEADS MEN STEADILY AND SURELY AWAY FROM Goc§
ITs DESTINATION 1§ DEST 10 Tl LEADS TO
-~ Gop’S ETERNAL PRISON HOUSE. HNE DOESN'T HAVE TO
' BELIEVE IT OR EVEN TO GO THAT WAY - YOU
év

-~ _ARE ALREADY THERE! CONTRAST THE NARROW WAY
3JS TALKING ABOUT SOMETHING OTHER THAN ITS
/BDIMENSION, THE GREEK WORD FOR MMARROW CARRIES THE

a DEA OF TROUBLE, AFFLICTION, TRIBUCATION.
(IT Cor. 4:8, 7:5) THE POINT IS THAT THIS WAY
NIS.NDI_EASl. THOSE WHO FOLLOW JESUS MAY EXPECT
AFFLICTION, THE ROAD IS NOT EASY BUT IT IS BOTH
EXCELLENT AND EXPECTED WITH ETERNAL BENEFITS!

THE %:IREC J.EA% é_,& NEW %%f;’}NATION.
IT. _A NEW DE,IBE - 1 PETER 2:2

IN THE NATURAL WORLD, THE GREATER ONES
~, wRESIRES. AND THE MORE REFINED HIS TASTE, THE

HARDER IT IS TO FIND SATISFACTION, THE _FEIESH
IT WANTS

MORE NO MATTER MUGH IT ALREADY HAS. (TEN MILLION
DOLLARS CRAVES 7U MILLION, ONE KIND OF CAR CRAVES
SOMETHING FINER, ONE HUNDRED ACRES DESIRES ONE
THOUSAND ACRES.)

\;—J'
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THE FLESH ALWAYS WANTS SOMETHING BIGGER, BEITER,
BRIGHTER, MORE BEAUTIFUL AND USUALLY AT A BARGAIN!
“» TN THE SPIRITUAL REALM, THE BELIEVER WILL MATURE
AS HE DELIGHTS OR DESIRES A PROPER DIET AND ITS
PROPER DEVELOPMENT. (THE WORD DESIRE IN THE TEXT
APPEARS MOST OFTEN IN THE NEW TESTAMENT WHEN
DESCRIBING HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS NOT MATERIAL THINGS
(PHILIPPIANS 1:8, 2:26, IT TimoTHy 1:4, I THESS.,
5:6.) THE IDEA IS THAT OF LONGING TO SEE SOMEONE.

[11._A NEW DYNAMIC - EPHESIANS 5:18

THE GREAT CONFLICT IN THE BELIEVERS LIFE

HAS TO DO WITH;?EN&%Q%F WHO OR WHAT WILL CONTROL
HIS LIFE. THE TER THE TEXT ARE INTERESTING.

_______ INTOXICATED FROM STRONG DRINK WHO
IS LIVING A DIFFERENT KIND OF LIFE THAN IS NORMAL
OR USUAL .COJHE MAN OF MEEK AND QUIET DISPOSITION
~~ WHEN CONTROLLED BY ALCOHOL MIGHT READILY FIGHT
OR SING OR DO SOMETHING DANGEROUS BECAUSE ALCOHOL
TRANSFORMS THE PERSON INTO AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT
KIND OF PERSON., HE IS DIFFERENT NOT BECAUSE OF
WHAT HE IS BUT BECAUSE OF THE POWER TO WHICH HE
HAS SUBMITTED HIMSELF AND_THE CONTROL IT MANIFESTS
OVER HIS MIND AND BODY. I|HEREFORE, A MAN MAY
YIELD HIMSELF TO THE CONTROL OF WINE AND FIND THAT
IT CHANGES HIS LIFE AND CHARACTER. HE SPEAKS,
WALKS AND ACTS DIFFERENTLY BECAUSE HE IS UNDER
THE CONTROL OF -SOMETHING OTHER THAN HIS NORMAL
SELF., | WHO YIELDS HIS LIFE TO THE
CONTROL OF THE HoLY SPIRIT FINDS THAT (GOD
PRODUCES IN HIM A KIND OF ‘WALK AND TALK THAT
DIFFERENT. IN ONE SENSE OF THE WORD, ALCOHOL ié’
SATAN'S STIMULUS. [T IS USED TO CELEBRATE AND
RELAX, TO WIND DOWN OR WIND UP, LIKE WINE,

™ w PRODUCES CONDUCT THAT IS
— DIFFERENT, 1T QUIETS FEARS, LOOSENS THE TONGUE,

REDUCES THE FEAR OF FAILURE AND DANGER. T[HIS
IS NOT FOR A FEW

ELITE BUT FOR . SPIRIT FILLING IS NOT

ACCORDING TO FEELING BUT ACCORDING TO FAITH.
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WHEN WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE ARE NOT NOW FILLED
™ AND WHEN WE CONFESS OUR SINS AND ACCEPT BY FAITH
THAT HE WILL DO WHAT HE HAS PROMISED TO DO.

IV, A NEW DESIGN - ProveErBs 3:5-6

Ml el™  ACCORDING TO JERgMIAH 10:23, WE DO NOT HAVE
THE CAPACITY TO PLAN OUR LIVES IN A GOD ORDAINED
DIRECTION. IS THERE SUCH A THING AS DEVINE
DIRECTION? (PsALM 32:8, 3/7:23)

MANY OF USTSAY WE WANF .TO-KNowW GOD'S WILL AND
DIRECTION BUT TOO FEW{Q%E%SIT! { THE STORY IS

OLD OF AN_ARCHITECT WHO WAS HIRED TO DESIGN A
CERTAIN SPECIAL HOME FOR A VERY WEALTHY CLIENT,
AT EVERY. PLANNING SESSION THE ARCHITECT'S IDEAS
WERE DOWN=PLAYED WHILE THE OWNER INSISTED ON
DESIGN AND BUILDING IN A-CERTAIN-WAY. [HE

. | ARCHITECT SOON DISCOVERED THAT THE CLIENE WAS NOT

SEEKIRG HIS 'SERMICE BUT HIS SANCLION OF THEIR
PLAN!

How DoES GoD GUIDE us? Is THE GIDEON/FLEECE THE
BEST PROCEDURE? IN MY OPINION SUCH A PROCEDURE
IS A MANIFESTATION OF FEEBLE NOT STRONG FAITH!
THE LORD (USES VA 10US INGREDIENTS TO DIRECT HIS
CHILDRENC *WERSES IN THE BIBLE COUPLED WITH THE
INNE é%gé%gg F THE HoLY SPIRIT'S DEEPENING
CONVICT OF A CERTAIN COURSE OF ACTION.
(Romans 8:14) THE WorD oF GoD, PRAYER, INFORMA-
TION, REASON, COUNSEL WITH OLDER MORE MATURE
BELTEVERS ALL GO TOGETHER-TO DETERMINE THE LorD's
DIRECTION IN OUR LIFESEA i

ap— S

V. _NEW DANGEFRS - JupecEs 5:8 o

DEBORAH, THE FIRST WOMAN JUDGE, WAS ALSO A
SINGER AND THE TEXT RECORDS HER SONG. [T IS A
SONG OF GREAT SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR IT
REFERS TO THE TIME WHEN GOD DELIVERED I[SRAEL FROM
HER ENEMIES. THE NATION TOOK TO ITSELF "NEW

AND OFTEN THEY WERE SENSUAL IN NATURE.
EW GODS PLACED NEW PRIORITIES ON THE LIFE OF

\%,, .
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THE CHILDREN. OF ISRAEL. _IT ALSO BROUGHT
SECULAR M | WHERE SP UAL

™ IN ERA, THE BELIEVER HAS TWO PRIMARY_DANGER
AREAS: d

(1) Wap We BeLieve - DocIeine

THE _CULTS AND THE CRAZIES MAY THREATEN THE
CHURCH ON THE FRINGE BUT THE REAL DANGER IS
TAKING PRECEDENT OVER
(ﬁA FRIEND OF MINE WHO TRAVELS THE
COUNTRY ON A" REGULAR BASIS SAYS THAT MANY CHURCH
SERVICES HAVE MOVED FROM THE PREACHING AND
TEACHING THE DOCTRINES OF THE WORD OF Gop TO
MINISTRIES., PEOPLE COME TO CHURCH TO GET
FIXED, THEIR PERSONAL_LIFE FIXED,

TAEIR EAMILY

TO MEND ALL HU AND HAVE LITTLE

OR NO CONCERN FOR WHAT THE ) IN SO DOING
~. THEY BECOME TARGETS OF SATA SWEPT AWAY

BY EVERY WIND OF DOCTRINE.)

@) @ We BEHAVE. - DEPORTMENT.

TO MANY PEOPLE, THERE IS ABSOLUTELY_.NO.

-DIEEEREMQE IN THE BEHAVIOR OF CHRISTIANS AND
NON-ULHRISTIANS. [T SEEMS TO BE A PARADOX IN OUR
SOCIETY. . |HE RAPID INCREASE AND INVOLVEMENT OF

._g.E_NQ_mEALQL'LI:LE_MQEALMLLM;. eEORGE
ALLUP, SR, SAYS IN AN ARTICLE; "THERE IS LITTLE

~ DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THOSE WHO GO TO CHURCH AND

THOSE wHO DON'T!” SOMEONE HAS SPOKEN OF THE FOUR
TS 10 SPIR%%gAL SHIPWRECEj (1) c

(2

THE TEXT OoF I CORINTHIANS 9:2/ DOES NOT SAY, CAST
™ QEE OR OUT BUT_CASTAWAY.. [T IS POSSIBLE TO BE

SAVED AND NOT FIT-EQR_SERMLLE THE -CHURCH

SUFFERS FROM SATAN’'S SUBTLETY OFQEE%E%)

ACCORDING TO ROMANS 13:11-13 THE C H TODAY

MIGHT BE CALLED ;HE LATTER DAY CHURCH OF THE

SATISFIED SAINTS.

U ,
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~ VI._A NEW DOXOL0GY - Remms 5:9

EVERYONE HAS A SONG TO SING. IN LARGE
MEASURE, THE WORLD IS SINGING ABOUT DISAPPOINTED
LOVE. MANY RELIGIOUS TUNES ARE SUBJECTIVE AND
NOT OBJECTIVE IN NATURE. IHAT IS, IT IS MAN'S
EXPERIENCE AND NOT GoD’S GLORY THAT IS THE
DOMINANT THEME. _HOLY HXMNQLQEX s NOT A SUBJECT
OF WIDE INTEREST: (/== AS tvell

C iy

AT

QUESTION: _uuagum_'mwu_&mﬁm’? How ARE
YOU SINGING IT¢ e

Pl
ALLAN Broom 1IN THE CLOSING OF THE/AMERICAN MIND

HAS A CHAPTER ENTITLED_%E% HIS OPENING
STATEMENT HE CHARACTER R/TIME AS AN AGE OF

MUSIC THAT HAS BECO TO OUR
) GENERATION. IT IS AVAILABL
TIME. IN THE _HOME, _CAR, CONSCIENCE,

L MUSIC
mm_lELﬁsuﬁmﬂ_Cﬂma.& WHEREVER YOU STOP IT
IS THERE. HE SUGGESTS THAT ROCK MUSIC IS NOT

ONLY_TOO LOUR BUT IT APPEALS TO THE _RAWEST,

.BA&E§I_lNSIlNQIS_QE_HUMAﬂKlun. HIs CONCLUSIONS
%RE A BIT FRIGHTENING. ACCORDING TO [I Cor,

/ THE BELIEVER IS A NEW CREATURE IN CHRIST

JESUS. NOT ONLY DOES HE HAVE_A_NEE_MQEABHLABXJ
BUT A WHOLE NEW SONG’

,5—) Jgolo:/‘?_a“w
’P‘/‘ onT Mir Cﬁ—rg_kgx_fma,
™ ﬂzilwﬁuv\afca/(ﬂ—ﬁ EW aoocrv&g
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RoBERT K. SPRADLING JanuAry 4, 1987

THE NEW YOU FOR THE NEW YEAR

!

MoST PEOPLE HAVE EITHER PHYSICAL OR \\ 4
PSYCHOLOGICAL FEATURES THEY WOULD LIKE TO~
CHANGE, FOR EXAMPLE, SOME WOULD LIKE JO %
BE TALLER, THINNER, SMARTER, BETTER. [HE
BIBLE SPEAKS OF SPIRITUAL CHANGES THAT ARE
NOT ONLY PREFERABLE BUT POSSIBLE.

I. A NEW DIRECTION - II Cor. 5:17

A BREAKDOWN OF THIS VERSE IS HELPFUL. "ANY
MAN" SUGGESTS THAT THE NEW DIRECTION IS
OPEN TO ALL. “IN CHRIST"” 1S A TECHNICAL
TERM SPECIFYING OUR CONDITION AND POSITION
SPIRITUALLY. “NEW CREATION” IS THE_SAME AS
THE NEW BIRTH MENTIONED IN JOHN 3, TiTus 3:5,
I PETER 1:23, "0LD THINGS” REFERS TO THE
OLD LIFESTYLE. THAT LIFESTYLE GIVES WAY TO
A NEW LIFESTYLE THAT IS SPIRITUAL IN ITS
MOTIVATION AND DIRECTION. ACCORDING TO

: 13-14 SPIRTUALLY SPEAKING THERE
ARE TWO GATES, TWO GRQQE%, AND TWO GOALS
FOR ALL MEN TO PURSUE, |HE TERM BROAD WAY
REFERS TO THE FACT THAT ALL MEN PHYSICALLY
ARE BORN ON THE BROAD WAY. [T IS THE WAY
OF LEAST RESISTANCE, THE WAY OF MOST
EARTH CREATURES AND IT IS POPULAR. [HE
PROBLEM IS ITS DESTINATION IS UNTHINKARLE!
THE NARROW WAY IS THE WAY OF SPIRITUAL
SECURITY AND THE WAY MEN NEED TO TRAVEL.
HOWEVER, ENTRANCE TO THE NARROW WAY REQUIRES
REPENTANCE, A CHANGE OF MIND AND GQMVERSION,
A CHANGE OF DIRECTION,

[1. New DESIRES - 1 PETER 2:2

IN THE WORLD, THE GREATER ONE’'S DESIRES, THE
MORE REFINED HIS TASTES AND THE LESS LIKELY
ONE IS OF FINDING SATISFACTION, [HERE IS
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ONE COMMON TRAIT OR FEATURE OF THE FLESH
THAT NEVER CHANGES AND THAT IS IT IS NEVER
REALLY SATISFIED AND LIFE BASED ON FLESHLY
APPETITES 1S ONE OF ENDLESS PURSUIT! (For
EXAMPLE, IF A MAN owNs 20 RoLLs RoYCES AND

5 THOUSAND ACRES OF LAND, THE FLESH REQUIRES
THAT HE PURSUE 21 AND 10 THOUSAND ACRES!)
SOLOMON SAW THESE PURSUITS AS VAIN IN NATURE.
BECAUSE MAN WAS MADE IN THE MORAL IMAGE OF
GOD, THERE IS A SPIRITUAL SIDE TO HIS NATURE

WHICH MATERIAL THINGS CANNOT S ., FOR
EXAMPLE, WE GROW T E
~WEAR L ONG BEEFORE TH ! HIS MAY

ALSO BE TRUE OFW WHEN A
PERSON GETS SAVED, GOD CHANGES HIS NATURE

AND HIS DESIRES. IF A CONVERSION IS GENUINE
IN NATURE, THERE WILL BE A FASCINATION AND
HUNGER FOR THE WorRD OF GoD. JUST AS A MEW-
BORN BABY KNOWS HOW TO EAT, SO THE NEWRORN

CHRISTIAN WILL REVEL .LN_TH NCERE MILK
oF THE WorD oF Gop. [PROBLEMS) ARISE WHEN
FOLKS WEAN THEMSELVES FROM THE WORD OF

QOD AND SUBSTITUTE A SPIRITUAL DIET. OF
"SPIRITUAL JUNK FOOD. SogE SUFFER FROM A
DEFECTIVE OR WORN WANTER!” Books AND
LITERATURE EVEN BY FUNDAMENTAL AUTHORS

WERE NEVER DESIGNED TO BE A SUBSTITUTE FOR
THE WorD oF GoD. FiILMS, VIDEOS, TAPES,
SEMINARS AND THINGS ARE NOT SUBSTITUTES FOR
THE WORD, SENIORITY IN CHURCH IS NO
SUBSTITUTE FOR [HE WorD. ONE MAY BE_OLD IN
HIS FAITH AND.CQLD IN HIS EXPEERIENCE,

THIS YEAR, MANY PROFESSING CHRISTIANS NEED
TO DEVELOP MNEW HABITS - LIKE READING THE
BIBLE ALT THE WAY THROUGH, SPENDING TIME
EACH DAY WITH A QUIET TIME. SOME NEED TO
DIVEST THEMSELVES OF THEIR HANGOUTS AND
HANGUPS AND GET SERIOUS ABOUT SPIRITUAL
THINGS., IF ONE IS CONCERNED ABOUT
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BECOMING A FANATIC, PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THAT
IT'S EASIER TO TONE DOWN A FANATIC THAN
o RESURRECT A CORPSE!

III. NEW DANGERS - Jupees 5:8

DERRA, THE FIRST WOMAN JUDGE, WAS ALSO A
SINGER AND THE TEXT RECORDS HER SONG - IT'S
TERRIFIC. THIS SONG IS OF GREAT SPIRITUAL
SIGNIFICANCE FQR IT REFERS TO THE TIME WHEN
GoD DELIVERED [SRAEL FROM HER ENEMIES AND
[SRAEL PROMPTLY SHOWED & APPRECIATION BY
BACKSLIDI”G! THE NATION TOOK TO ITSELF
._uau_gggﬁ AND OFTEN THEY WERE SENSUAL OR
SEXUAL NATURE. You AND [, IN MANY
RESPECTS, SHOW NO MORE LOVE AND LOYALTY TO
GoD THAN DID IgRAEL. II IS POSSIBLF FOR
US TO DEVELOP “NEW GODS” WHICH SIPHON
PRIORITIES OUT OF OUR LIVES. WHAT ABOUT
£ COMFORT, RECREATION, SPORTS, PLEASURE,
MONEY, AND ALL THE THINGS THAT MAKE UP A
SECULAR SOCIETY, A SECULAR MENTALITY WHERE
SELF IS FIRST AND SPIRITUAL VALUES ARE
VIRTUALLY NONEXISTENT, SON IS CORRECT
IN HIS BOOK ENTITLED “WHo SPEAKS For Gop?”
[WHEN HE SAYS COMMENTING ON THE TIMES IN WHICH
WE LIVE: "FAR TOO OFTEN WE HAVE FAILED TO
CLEARLY DISCERN THE TRUTH_QURSELVES, LET
ALONE IMPART IT TO QTHERS: WE HAVE FAILED
TO EXPOSE EAL&iJuu¢E§_Q£BQuauQuLIuRE TO
THE PENETRATING LIGHT OF BIBLICAL
REVELATION,...BEFORE THE CHURCH CAN MAKE
AN IMPACT ON OUR CULTURE, IT MUST BREAK WITH

THE IDOLATRIES AND MLSCQQQEEIlQNS THAT
DOMINATE THE CULTURE. ECULARISM SO OFTEN
P DONS THE GUISE OF RELIGIOSITY, THAT THE
PRIMARY DANGER IS NOT PERSECUTION BY THE

CULTURE BUT SEDUCTION.” OUR POTENTIAL
DANGER LIES IN TWO BROAD AREAS:

e,
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(1) WHAT we BELIEVE (DocTRINE) IN MY
OPINION IT IS NOT THE CULTS OR THE CRAZIES

PN WHICH THREATEN THE CHURCH BUT THE SUBTLETIES
OF WHAT | CALL A GOSPEL OF PSYCHOLOGY AND
SELF-HELP. READ "THE SEDUCTION OF
CHRISTIANITY” BY DAVE HUNT.

(2) How WE BEHAVE 1S A FACT IN AMERICAN
LIFE THAT MOST PEOPLE SEE ARSOLUTELY NO
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CHRISTIAN AND THE
NON-CHRISTIAN. GEORGE GALLUP, SR. CALLED
IT A PARADOX IN OUR SOCIETY WHERE RELIGIOUS
INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT IS INCREASING AT

A RAPID PACE BUT MAKING VERY LITTLE MORAL
IMPACT ON OUR SOCIETY.... IHERE IS LITTLE
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THOSE WHO GO TO CHURCH
AND THOSE WHO DON T!”

Four C’'s To SPIRITUAL SHIPWRECK:

(1) CoMFORT
(2) TASUAL
(3) TARELESS
(4) TASTAWAY _- PLEASE NOTE THAT THE TEXT
IN [."CoRr., 9:27 DOES NOT SAY CAST OUT
(JoHN 6:37) BUT CASTAWAY. [T IS POSSIBLE
TO BE SAVED AND NOT FIT FOR SERVICE! THE
CHURCH SUFFERS FROM SATAN'S SUBTLETY IN
SLEEP. Romans 13:]11-13 HAS BEEN CALLED
"THE _LATTER DAY CHURCH OF THE SATISFIED
SAINTS., NOTICE THE PHILLIPS TRANSLATION:
WHY ALL THIS STRESS ON BEHAVIOR? BECAUSE,
AS | THINK YOU HAVE REALIZED, THE PRESENT
TIME IS OF HIGHEST IMPORTANCE - IT IS A TIME
TO WAKE UP TO REALITY. EVERY DAY BRINGS

— Gop'sS SALVATION NEARER. [IHE NIGHT IS NEARLY

' OVER, THE DAY HAS ALMOST DAWNED. LET US

THEREFORE FLING AWAY THE THINGS THAT MEN
DO IN THE DARK, LET US ARM OURSELVES FOR THE
FIGHT OF THE DAY! LET US LIVE CLEANLY, AS

.
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IN THE DAYLIGHT, NOT IN THE DELIGHTS OF
GETTING DRUNK OR PLAYING WITH SEX NOR YET
- IN QUARRELING OR JEALOUSIES. LET uUsS BE
r CHRIST'S MEN FROM HEAD TO FOOT AND GIVE”NO
CHANCES TO THE FLESH TO HAVE ITS FLING.

IV. NEW DOXOLOGY - ReveLaTioN 5:9

THE SUBJECT OR TITLE OF THE SONG IN THE

TEXT IS THE LAMB - JEsus. IT Is HIS BLOOD

FOR WHICH MAN SINGS HIS ETERNAL GRATITUDE.

LISTEN TO THE “TUNES” RELIGIOUS PEOPLE ARE

SINGING TODAY. IN LARGE MEASURE SONGS ARE

SUBJECTIVE, NOT OBJECTIVE IN NATURE. [T IS

{%&gﬂl MAN'S EXPERIENCE AND NOT GOD’S GLORY THAT IS
<7 PREDOMINANT IN THE THEME. [HESE FOLK SING

$~19  THAT THE LAMB IS A GREAT_SAVIOUR AND NOT THAT
o

| AM A GREAT SOMEBODY. FEW SUBJECTS GENERATE
MORE HEAT AND LESS LIGHT THAN THAT OF
CHRISTIAN MUSIC AND HOLY HYMNOLOGY. [HERE

IS A WIDE VARIETY OF TASTES IN MUSIC

WHETHER IT BE CONSERVATIVE OR CONTEMPORARY
THERE 1S GREAT DIFFERENCE. HOWEVER,
ACCORDING TO THIS VERSE, THERE ARE SOME

BASIC QUESTIONS WE NEED TO ASK OURSELVES
REGARDING THE MUSIC WE SING IN CHURCH:

(1) WHOSE SONG ARE YOU SINGING?

(2) How ARE You SINGING IT? (COMMENT
REGARDING STRAUSS OF CONSUMING HIGHEST
PERCENTAGE OF TIME IN SERVICE WITH THE

BEAT AND APPLAUSE THAT ACCOMPANIES CONCERTS.,
[T'S SHOWTIME AND NOT THE SAVIOUR'S TIME.
HAVE YOU EVER HEARD ANYBODY APPLAUD PRAYER?
SOME SINGERS KNOW HOW TO WORK AN AUDIENCE

™ WITH HIGH HARD NOTES TO INVOKE AN

ENTHUSIASTIC RESPONSE. MANY CHURCHES DO NOT
REALIZE THAT IT IS JUST AS WRONG TO SING

\ y
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HERESY AS TO PREACH IT! (CoMMENT oN Nick's
REPEATED EMPHASIS ON THE TEXT OF SONGS,)

V. “NEW-BESHNAHON - Rev. 21:1, 2, 5

HUMAN HISTORY AND HUMANKIND BEGAN IN A GARDEN
WHERE MAN FELL SPIRITUALLY, IT CONCLUDES IN
A CITY WHERE MAN'S FAVORED CONDITION IS
EMPHASIZED., IN THIS CONTEXT GOD DWELLS WITH
His PEOPLE, HIS PEOPLE DWELL WITH HiM. THIS
IS THE CITY FOR WHICH ABRAHAM LOOKED
(HEBrews 11:10) THE NEW THINGS REGARDING
HEAVEN AND EARTH HAVE TO DO WITH RENOVATION
AND REGENERATION, NOT ANIHILATION., (COMPARE

PETER 3:6 WHERE THE WORD PERISHED MEANS
OF LOSS OF WELLBEING AND NOT BEING.) TnE

THEME OF NBC AND ALSO WEST VIRGINIA IS THAT
OF "COME HOME.” FOR THE BELIEVER, IT IS
ALSO OUR THEME - THIS IS THE CITY WHICH
WE, LIKE ABRAHAM, EXPECT TO ACHIEVE AND
ARRIVE, (CoMMENT ON LEwIs PAuL LEHMAN'S
DEATH AT_CALVARY CHURCH oN CHRISTMAS EVE
BEFORE 2500 PeopPLE. THE GRAND RAPIDS
PAPER HEADLINES WERE “PASTOR DIES SERVING
THE LorD.” HE 1S HOME NOW. THIS IS OUR
FINAL DESTINATION. [HE QUESTIONS IS ARE
YOU READY FOR THAT FINAL CALL?




ReBERT K. SPRADLING DecemBer 31, 1989

oL
(HEMEWORDS FOR A NEW YEAR

"

“You LEARN SOMETHING NEW EVERY DAY," WE ALL,
HAVE SAID THIS FROM TIME TO TIME WHETHER IT' S
TRUE OR NOT.  (DESCRIBE VISUAL LESSON OF GoD'S
CARE FOR HIS CREATURES. CRABAPPLE TREE -
SPRING, SUMMEﬂ, \FALL ,BREAKING LIMBS, NEED FOR
SHAKING - MESS = ANSWER THIS WEEK = BIRDS,
BIRDS, BIRDS. Now BOTH TREE AND BIRDS READY

FOR SPRING. AGAIN. (OD MADE PROVISION.)

[ N \/,s,m,

ROVERBS 29: 18 “*LP”““- iy
u.hu.:.q.b.; 1S no D’a.u‘qfﬂ—ftﬂq e Pl-me M' '_,’fo'\d' }hj’:w")
rzy% THE INTERPRETATION OF THIS VERSE REFERS T0
fﬁgﬁ A [ON, THAT IS, A MESSAGE FROM
x:{b0DSPOK HRII H’A PROPHET. HE PROPHET‘-

WERE CALLED "SEER OR THEY
SAILID SOMETH G

d.‘

: RIB (W) 'iIN THE BOOK
ENTITLED (ﬂﬁ?ﬂ?&u OF THE SUPERIOR PHYSICAL
CHARACTE' OF CHuck YEAGER WAS HIS

R_SL - HE WAS ABLE TO S TTER
SR THAl OTHER | EOPLE. AND |
GO TOGETHER, v H TO

THE_STEPS, WE MUST égED THE STAIRS.'
i “EYES THAT LOOK AR ON. EYES
THAT SEE ARE RARE.” FOR EXAMPLE, IN THE DAYS
oF WILLIAM CAREY THERE WERE MANY MINISTERS ‘
|
|
|

IN LOCAL PARISHES WHO HAD A BURDEN FOR
: THE LOST FOR CHRIST BUT@CAREV(SAW
2 HE SAW WHATAOTHERS SKIPPED — THAT'S
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CHILD OF BWOD BUT IT IS NOT WITHOUT
AND THE OUTCOME DEPENDS ON WHETHER

T THE BELIEVER IS READY TO OUERCOME HIS

FEARS BY FAITH. [HOSE WHO REFUSE TO BELIEVE

JOD ARE LEFT TO A LIFE O 8

P LE OF FA DO u ATWAYS 00 1H

THERE ARE sQN

/D0 THE WORK OF JESUS CHRIST. HIS IS NOT
" THE EMPHASIS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. WHY
SHOULD ONE MAN ATTEMPT TO REACH 100 WHEN
~ 100 cAN REACH QN IER AND MORE

EFFICIENTLY. /BUGGESTIONG WRITE IN YOUR BIBLE
THAT THIS YEAR '

IN WINNINGs
: HINDER A
‘@ﬁ,/

rs P e i, T A . /yu_,..-] A vin sanes - J
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STOP BEING SHALLOW IN ¥96R GRASP
READ, MEMORIZE, MEDI ATE.

_. (HRiD

DSHIP > GET SERIOUS WITH YOUR
FSOURCES. STOP HEDGING AND CHEAT-

) INGLﬂllﬂﬂlﬂg_ﬁgg. SUGGESTION: TAKE THE

AMOUNT YOU PLACED IN THE OFFERING PLATE TODAY

EAY PERIODS!

OD EXPECTS OF
(Lev.2SD) (oo )

~ VOLUNTEER FORYSERVICE

GOD WANTS US TO D ERHAPS WE HAVE
PREOCCUPIED TO HEAR THE VOICE OF (oD,

FOR A CLEAR VISION g__YQuB_ML_ISTRY

u_giuvLﬂz,
H MAY NOT HAVE BEEN ALL HE CLAIMED

BELIEVER, INTEGRITY S DIVIDED INTO

ANDmmTEGRITY. IN 1988 WARR

WIERSEE, OK ENTITLED: Tlﬂﬁzig$%%%%lv
_LrIsIs.” THE VERY TITLE SUGGESTS THAT
WERE AND ARE SEVERE IN THE CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST. DR. WIERSBE WAS CORRECT FOR

1988 AND ‘89 WERE YEARS OF _ IN THE

. INTEGRITY - Gewests 20; 5)6 .L

@_@,)‘-Q_ ét_f_.-—?,,_y‘

\ fasm A “

|

J



IN | THE CHURCH,
WOULDN'T
 SWAGGERT

ND FAILURE IN TH
EESEREL [EVED THAT THE
P :

REGARDING GAS STATION " WIERSBR X
THAT\gHE DESIRE ON THE PARTSSSSSESTLVERS TO
HAVE HAS TURNED MANY
CHURCHES INTO CENTER OF ENTERTAINMENT RATHER
THAN EVANBELISM AND EDIFICATION. IHE CHURCH
AS DEVELOPED ITY OR FAN CLUB
ENTALITY, sAYS WIERSBE, ME,
HING IN CHURCHES TODA :
HAS BECOME THE STAND
WE GATHER ON THE L
GOD BUT TO WATCH RELIGIOUS

PERFORM TO OR AGAINST OUR LIKING. I?Eﬁugﬁb
OSPFL IS ONE OF MATERIAL ACCUMULAT A

NUT—SPIRITUAL DEPTH IS GOSPEL INCLUDES
NEALT AND
ITS MINISTRY AND SERIM

o S B

LF) AS THE SPEARPOINT OF
O] S FROM THE PULPIT

\Q-k : !___ ED QLR AND.NO e
J ﬁﬂg“-w : - PERSON EGR MUST
REAGH INTO THE HOME, WORKPLACE, PAYING OF

DEAL TN H_TRUTH AND PROMISES

Dms,
INCLUDING PERSONAL MORALLFY.
CHES ARE VERY CO THAT. LTS MEM:

KE, DRINK, 'OR._MISBEHAVE REGARDING

ECCLESIAST : TEGRITY THERE IS DOCTRINAL
™  INTEGRITY (IT Tim. 3:16). WHAT we BELIEVE

IS OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE IN A LOCAL CHURCH.
IT IS THE PRIMARY THING. MUSICAL INTEGRITY -
IT IS JUST AS WRONG TO_SING HERESY AS IT IS
TOPREACH IT. 'JUNK MUSIC IS LIKE JUNK FOOD -



~

_5_

IT MAY FILL ANEMPTY SPOT IN THE LIFE BUT
IT IS NOT SPIRITUALLY NUTRITIOUS.,
STEWARDSHIP - ONE WOULD THINK THAT-MQNEY IS
THE_PRIMARY GOAL IN THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

To BE SURE, MINISTRY TAKES MONEY BUT MONEY

HAS BECOME THE MINISTRY IN SOME PLACES. THE
ATRWAVES ARE FILLED WITH ‘ﬁaty-ﬁeeﬁszaas AND
THEIR PROGRAM 1§ FILLED WITH

COMMEREIAES.,” ONE CAN BUY ANYTHING FROM_BEADS
TO BIBLES BY SIMPLY SENDING A GIFT OR OFFERING
TO A MINISTRY. I[N THE AREA OF STEWARDSHIP ON

A Sy
} ) o THE PART OF THE CHURCH, THERE SHOULD BE CHECKS
@ AND BALANC NCL \UDITS AND CONFIDENTIAL-
< Gop NOT EXPECT YOU
N HO APPEALS TO
REQUIRES GREAT
ON THE PART OF BELIEVERS.)
AREA THAT IS GROSSLY ABUSED
PN IN MANY FUNDAMENTAL CHURCHES WHERE GOOD
INTENTIONS SOMEHOW ARE SUPPOSED TO HELP OTHERS
s OVERLOOK DISCOURTESY, BAD METHODS AND SO FORTH.,
by . GOD NEVER INTENDED THE INVITATION TO BE A

"PLACE FOR A SECOND SERMON AND THREE MORE SONGS.
SOMETIMES IT DEGENERATES INTO AN EGO TRIP FOR
THE SPEAKER WHERE SOMEBODY MUST DO SOMETHING
BEFORE THE SERVICE CAN BE STOPPED.

LEADERSHIP - WHETHER IT BE COUNSELING OR
COMMITTEE,_MEE SHOULD BE AN ATMOS-
PHERE OF ICONFIDENTIALITY IN THESE AREAS.
SOMEONE _ )_THAT WHAT EVERY CHURCH NEEDS

OUT. = IN MANY CHURCH'S,WZ
BELT “HEIR FAITH! IS REAL BUT
WALK AS IF IT WEREN'T! EVERYWHERE IN

SCRIPTURE WE ARE TO MAKE OUR_WALK
AND TALK MATCH. (CoL. 2:6 ‘ ~
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(COMMENT REGARDING BASIC STORY

 REGARDING STICKS, ONE—BREAKS™
COMMENT REGARDING CONVERSA-

THERE IS A SENSE IN WHICH THEQR
=, Jesus' TEAM. WE UNDERSTAND T
/=, ) OF TEAMWORK AND PARTICIPATION IN AN'G
g&;;:) [T TS UTTERLY FOOLISH FOR A MUSICIAN 1

THAT HE MAY PLAY HIS 0O RE TO THE EXCLUSION

OF EVERYONE ELSE AND STILL PRODUCE_G ALTTY
E MAY LOOK UPON HIS OWN PERSONAI
—:...e

AS MORE IMPORTANT THAN {GO0D MU

IF HE DOES, WL D |
ND BECOME ae&]i‘ts SOME PEOPLE ARE—BIRE_/
HE MAN WHO DR SR e HOLE UNDER HIS BUNK ON

BOARD SHIP DECLARING THAT HE HAD THAT RIGHT
SINCE IT WAS UNDER_HIS K

GROUP IS NOT BLIND ACCEPTANCE OF A H
'=:nmu-l|-l'll.‘l'.ﬁ:t‘ﬂ\'.’.‘umﬂ' 2

P
MENT ON RONICLES L)

WHERE YOU CAN“SERVE ON THE TEAM AN
™ 70 THAT WORK. (COMMENT REGARDINGSJOE
GO START YOUR OWN CHURCH BECAUSE YOU
BE HAPRY UNLESS AND UNTIL YOU DO, BECAUSE
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A VOICE FROM THE DEAD J';;_;g ;

™ JOHN 20:15-16 MoT g g

=% = 4

L=

THE FIRST APPEARANCE OF THE WORD VOICE
IN THE BIBLE IS GENESIS 3:8: "AND THEY
HEARD THE VOICE OF THE LORD WALKING IN
THE GARDEN IN THE COOL OF THE DAY: AND
ADAM AND HIS WIFE HID THEMSELVES FROM THE
PRESENCE OF THE LORD AMONGST THE TREES OF
THE GARDEN. AND THE LORD GOD CALLED UNTO
ADAM AND SAID UNTO HIM, "WHERE ART THOU?"
THE SOUND OF GOD’S VOICE PROMPTED ADAM
TO HIDE BECAUSE OF GUILT AND FEAR., TODAY
WE WILL EXAMINE SEVERAL INCIDENTS IN THE
POST-RESURRECTION MINISTRY OF CHRIST WHERE
THE VOICE OF JESUS IS MENTIONED.

£ T
I. THE VOICE OF THE RISEN SAVIQUR - . .fe.

JOHN 20:16

THE SCENE AT THE EMPTY TOMB WAS TOUCHING,
PETER_AND_JOHN HAD LOOKED INSIDE HAVING
OBSERVED THE STONE REMOVED AND THE GRAVE
CLOTHES LAID ASIDE., HAVING SEEN THIS,
THEY WENT HOME! _MARY. WAS NOT SO EASILY
DISSUADED. IT WAS EARLY, DARK AND EVEN
THOUGH THREE DAYS HAD PASSED SINCE THE
CRUCIFIXION MARY LINGERED STILL WEEPING.,
WONDERING WHO HAD STOLEN THE BODY OF JESUS.
SHE CAME TO THE TOMB LOOKING FOR A DEAD
CORPSE BUT SAW THE RISEN CHRIST. IN THE
PRE-DAWN HOURS, SHE SAW.TWO ANGELS AND THE

o LORD HIMSELF WHOM SHE MISTAKENLY BELIEVED
TO BE A GARDENER,

(A) Jesus CALLED HER NAME

OUR LORD’S RELATIONSHIP TO HIS DISCIPLES
AND TO US IS A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP,

Uy
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(JoHN 10:27 - THE LORD’S SHEEP RECOGNIZE
-~ THE VOICE OF THE SHEPHERD. MARY HAD HEARD
| THAT DISTINCTIVE VOICE ON MANY OCCASIONS,
FIRST, WHEN HE SPOKE PEACE TO HER TROUBLED
“ SQuUL, ATLAZARUS' TOMB, “IN PRAYER, IN
‘TEACHING, A VOICE ONE COULD NEVER FORGET.
WHEN HE SPOKE HER NAME THERE WAS INSTANT
RECOGNITION,

A

(B) JeEsus ESTABLISHED A NEW RELATIONSHIP -
ERS

OUR LORD’S CONVERSATION WITH MARY WAS NOT
UNFEELING BUT RATHER INSTRUCTIVE TO TEACH
MARY THAT NO LONGER WOULD THEIR RELATIONSHIP
BE ON THE BASIS OF SENSE PERCEPTION, THAT
1S, SIGHT, TOUCH, TALK, ETC., BUT WITH ALL
BELIEVERS IT WOULD NOW BE BY FAITH.

(C) MARY ToLD OTHERS WHAT SHE HAD SEEN -
VERSE 18

II. THE VOICE OF THE PERSECUTED _JESUS -
Acts 9:4 BT Dmssce

i

THE EARLY CHURCH HAD GROWN RAPIDLY WITH
THOUSANDS CONVERTED TO CHRIST. CHRISTIANITY
WAS SWEEPING THE MIDDLE EAST. A YOUNG
RABBI NAMED .SAUL DETERMINED TO STOP. THE
MOVEMENT SINGLE-HANDED, AS PART OF HIS
WIDE SWEEP TO STAMP OUT CHRISTIANITY, HE
JOURNEYED 140 MILES FROM JERUSALEM TO
DAMASCUS IN SYRIA TAKING WITH HIM DOCUMENTS
AND, SOLDIERS. TO DEAL WITH THE CHURCH THERE.

) ON THAT TRIP, SOMETHING HAPPENED TO CHANGE
SAUL AND THE WORLD FOREVER. HE WAS
STRUCK TO THE GROUND IN A BLAZE OF GLORY

@ LIGHT AND THE SAME VOICE THAT SPOKE TO MARY

IN THE GARDEN SPOKE TO SAUL ON THE ROAD
To DAMASCUS.

N A



(A)  WHY?

JESUS WAS NOT SEEKING INFORMATION BUT

RATHER -CONFRONTATION, TO GET SAUL TO FACE
THE PROBLEM IN HIS OWN SOUL. SAUL WAS A
MAN 'AT WAR-WITH HIMSELF AND CONSEQUENTLY

AT WAR WITH THE CHURCH. OUR LORD'S QUESTION
WASWAS HE FIGHTING GOD AND HURTING

HIM - IT WAS A HARD EXPERIENCE. IT WAS
HARD FOR SAUL AND EVERY OTHER PERSON TO

RESISI THE LORD’S ATTEMPT TO BRING THEM TO
“SAVING FAITH,

(B) WHO?

SAUL WAS CONCERNED ABOUT THE IDENTITY. OF
HIS CONFRONTATION, HERE WAS A JEW ARRESTED
BY HIS MESSIAH. (MICROCOSM OF ISRAEL -

I Cor, 15:88) JESUS WAS SAUL’S SAVIOUR.
THIS IS THE SINGLE MOST DRAMATIC CONVERSION
IN-ALL OF SCRIPTURE., THIS EXPERIENCE WAS

A “LIFE-CHANGING EVENT FROM WHICH SAUL WOULD
NEVER RECOVER! TODAY, HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE
CAN TESTIFY IN THIS CONGREGATION TO THE
REALITY OF SUCH AN EXPERIENCE. PERHAPS NOT
AS DRAMATIC. BUT JUST AS REAL! (¢§;;§;?5§%§33

(c) WHAT?

FROM THIS DAY FORWARD, SAUL HAD NO OTHER
MASTER BUT CHRIST. HE CAME TO CHRIST ON
GOD'S TERMS IN FULL SURRENDER. HIS
FIGHTING, RESISTING GOD WAS OVER. FROM NOW
ON HE WAS FOR GoD. (COMPARE PAT WITHROW)

ITT1. THE VOICE OF THE RETURNING BRIDEGRQOM -
HESSALONIANS 4:16, JOHN 25~

FOR THE PAST 19 CENTURIES, GOD HAS BEEN
DOING SOMETHING SPECIAL IN HUMAN HISTORY,
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IT 1S A TASK IN LARGE MEASURE UNNOTICED

- AND SEEMINGLY UNIMPORTANT IN THE EYES OF

) MANY EARTH DWELLERS. ACCORDING TO AcTs 15,
DURING THIS AGE, GOD IS BUILDING HIS CHURCH.
THE CHURCH IS SPOKEN OF AS A BODY; A BUILDING
AND A BRIDE. SOME DAY, THAT SPECIAL GROUP
CALLED THE CHURCH WILL BE COMPLETED. THE
COMPLETION OF THE CHURCH IS THE NEXT MAJOR
EVENT IN GOD’S PROPHETIC CALENDAR. THE
RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH 1S NEXT. (THE
WORD RAPTURE IS NOT A BIBLE BUT LATIN TERM
WHICH MEANS TO SEIZE, SNATCH OR CATCH UP
AND DESCRIBES THE MANNER OF CHRIST'S COMING
FOR HIS BRIDE. '‘WEDDINGS ARE ALWAYS TIMES
OF GREAT JOY AND TEARS. IT INVOLVES THE
RE-UNITING OF FAMILIES WHO HAVE BEEN
SEPARATED BY YEARS AND DISTANCE,
Il THESSALONIANS 2:1 REFERS TO THE RAPTURE

M AS A "GATHERING TOGETHER"” UNTO CHRIST. IT
IS NOTHING LESS THAN A~REUNION3 HOMECOMING
AND GATHERING TOGETHER OF ALL THE REDEEMED
OF THIS DISPENSATION. THE PROOF OF THIS
PASSAGE SHOULD ARREST YOUR ATTENTION
BECAUSE IT MAY DIVIDE YOUR HOME! (TESTIMONY
OF HERB WARE)

. THE VOICE OF THE KNOCKING §&VIOUR -
EVELATION > oA
th S SR 3L RO
THE SCENE IS THE CENTRAL PERSON OF REVELATION,
THAT 1S, JESUS STANDING QUTSIDE THE
LAODICEAN CHURCH KNOCKING FOR ADMISSION,
THE LAODICEAN CHURCH WAS ‘SELF-SUFFICIENT,
SELF-SATISFIED AND POWERLESS WITH CHRIST
— ON THE OUTSIDE AND NOT IN THE CENTRAL
t POSITION. THE WORDSSTAND AND KNOCK ARE
IN A PARTICULAR TENSE THAT INDICATES
REPEATED ACTION. (MOST PEOQPLE MUST ADMIT
THAT GOD HAS REPEATEDLY f%ﬁé;zﬂ.To GET

INTO THEIR LIVES THROUGH SERMONS, RADIO

|
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PROGRAMS , PERSONAL WITNESS, TIMES OF
SICKNESS AND DISTRESS . GOD HAS KNOCKED
AND SOUGHT ADMISSION, QUESTION:
EAK-TO-MEN? HE DOES NOT SPEAK

THROUGH AN AUDIBLE VOICE BUT THE SCRIPTURE
SAYS THAT HE DOES SPEAK FROM THE SKIES.
THROUGH THE SCRIPTURES, AND THROUGH THE

. THIS PASSAGE SAYS THAT A PERSON'S
BODY IS A HOUSE. THE INNERMOST BEING OR
HEART IS TO THE BODY WHAT A DOOR IS TO A .
HOUSE. THE LORD WANTS TO COME INTO OUR %«
LIVES BUT HE DOES»NOT BLAST HIS WAY-IN BUT
GENTLY 'KNOCKS IN DIVINE COURTESY. HE IS
EITHER A WELCOME GUEST OR HE WILL NOT ENTER.,
THE LORD WANTS TO COME INTO YOUR LIFE, IN
FACT HE SEEKS ADMISSION, BUT THE LATCH IS
ON THE INSIDE ANY PEOPLE WOULD LET HIM
IN BUT ARECAERAIDY - AFRAID OF LOSING A
g%gg%liggy AFRATD OF LOSING LOVED..ONES.
AFRAID OF A HUNDRED DIFFERENT THINGS.
THE SIMPLE ANSWER IS THAT_NONE NEED RE
QUESTION: WHERE IS JESUS
Is HE KNOCKING OR IS HE

IN YOUR LIFE:
ALREADY INSIDE.




ROBERT K. SPRADLING APRIL 15, 1984
MORE THAN APP%%USE |
MATTHEW 21:1Q—‘f1 " ’3"""

A FEW YEARS AGO, A STANDING OVATION WA _hk¢
GIVEN TO A PERSON FOR OUTSTANDING PERFORM-{«/
ANCE AND WAS _RARE. TODAY IT IS
v OURS 1S A DAY WHEN MEN EXAGGERATE THE WO
OF THE IN$!GNlFl€xN JESUS WAS NOT LOOKING
FOR A STANDING OVATION BUT FOR STEADFAST
OBEDIENCE ON THE PART OF HIS DISCIPLES,
TODAY, AS THEN, SOME MEN ARE WILLING TO
\\“GHEER FOR JESUS ON PALM SUNDAY BUT ALSO
TO CRUCILFY HIM ON GooD FRIDAY! PALM SUNDAY
WAS THE DAY OF OF THE LLAST WEEK OF

JESUS’ LIFE, IT wAs HISMQEELQLAL_ERESENIA—
LION TO ISRAEL AS THEIR MESSTAH AND KING,

™  FOR THREE YEARS HE HAD PRESENTED HIS
CREDENTIAIS TO THE NATION IN ACCORDANCE
WITH OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY. NOW IN THE
FACE OF GREAT DANGER, HE APPEARED IN
JERUSALEM AT THE PASSOVER TO MAKE A
FORMAL QEELCIAL QFFER OF MESSIAH'S KINGDOM
TO ISRAEL, IT WAS A DRAMATIC WAY TO
LISUALLY EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF THAT
OR, _EXAMPLE, IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
IIAH)SAW THE PERIL OF THE
NVASION HE FASHIONED-A_YOKE
AROUND HIS NECK AND WALKED BEFORE THE
NATION IN PUBLIC TO DEMONSTRATE THE
THAT WOULD SOON OVERCOME THEM,) (JER _22___5)
LET US EXAMINE THAT FIRST PALM SUNDAY AS
IT RELATED TO
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v,

I. MANY WHO ARE WILLING TO APPLAUD CHRIST
ARE UNWILLING TO OBEY HIM - V. 1-3

THE.*?ENIIIx OF THE DISPATCHED DISCIPLES

IS NOT MENTIONED BUT SOME HAVE THOUGHT

THEM TO BE THE TWO WHO SOUGHT PROMINENCE

IN THE KINGDOM., THESE TWO WERE SENT ON A
SACRED ERRANB TO SECURE A DONKEY AND A COLT
FOR AN UNDISCLOSED PURPOSE OR REASON,

JESUS GAVE .NO.EXPLANATION OTHER THAN IT
WAS NEEDED AND THEIRS WAS SIMPLY

.{pﬂﬁn:;*s. THIS EVENT COULD INVOLVE
HRIST "SUOMNISCIENCE OR A PRE-ARRANGEMEN

(EXPLAIN) THESE TWO DISCIPLES DID
EVEN IN WHAT MIGHT HAVE

ASTHEX. MWERE..TOLD
APPEARED TO THEM TO BE A MEANINGLESS AND

INSLIGNLELCANT _ERRAND. HOWEVER, PERHAPS
THEY KNEW THAT NOTHING JESUS ASKED HIS
DISCIPLES TO DO WAS EVER MEANINGLESS AND
INSIGNIFICANT. THIS PARTICULAR ERRAND

WAS FULL OF MEANING., DISCIPLES ARE

NOT ASKED TO ALWAYS UNDERSTAND OR .ARRRECIATE
WHAT THE LORD ASKS THEM TO DO. THEIR
RESPONSIBILITY IS TO DO HIS BIDDING, THE
REASON AND EXPLANATION IS HIS. THESE
DISCIPLES DID AS THEY WERE TOLD. THEY MAY
HAVE WONDERED OR QUESTIONED IN THEIR MINDS
BUT THEY DID WHAT HE ASKED THEM TO DO.

{MORRISON REMINDS US: "IN THE TRIFLES QF
TIEE_WE_ARE WORKING OUT GOD'S PLAN. GREAT

" THE LORD PLANS

1

I

| SERVICE _QUR_CONSECRATION,
IN THE TRIFLES AS WELL AS IN_THE

PREMENDOUS EVENTS OF LIFE. THE LORD'S
HAND IS IN THE cOMMON, QRDINARY ACTIVITIES
OF LIFE EVEN A MATTER AS SMALL AS LEADING
A _DONKEY FROM ONE CITY TO ANOTHER! OUuR
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TENDENCY IS TO SEEK THE LORD IN THE CRISIS
PN OR DRAMATIC MOMENTS OF LIFE BUT MORE OFTEN
‘ THAN NOT WE WILL FIND HIS LEADING IN THE

W. IT 1S EASY TO SEE THE
ORD’'S HAND IN PREACHING OR MISSIONARY WORK
BUT THE SMALL ERRANDS OF LIFE, DONE IN HIS

NAME, ARE VITAL TOO., <SOME-DISCIPLES MIGHT
HAVE RESENTED SUCH A .MENIAL OR MUNDANE
TASK, AFTER ALL, THESE MEN HAD BEEN TRAINED
IN THE MOST EXCLUSIVE AND SELECTIVE SCHOOL
IN ALL OF HUMAN HISTORY AND SURELY ALL OF
THAT TRAINING WAS NOT REQUIRED TO BECOME

A MULE SKINNER' J3—IS-THE lnPn AND-NQI

CID

ONE MORNING A MOTHER PACKED

DAY WAS OVER*L )ll (RELATE CONVERSATION
WITH PAUL SMITH = MISSIONARY TO KENYA,

IN SOME AREAS OF CHRISTIAN WORK AND SERVICE
A SPIRIT OF S E HAS SETTLED

OVER_THE CHURCHES. A GENERATION LOOKING
FOR EXECUTIVE POSITIQNS WHO BELIEVE ERRANDS

_ . THE PHRASE ﬂIHEtLQBl
%” REMINDS ALL BELIEVERS
HAT L TAKE OUR POSSESSIONS
AND USE THEM FOR HOLY PURPOSES IF WE WILL

BUT TURN _LOOSE OF THEM, QUESTION:

b NHAT DO I HAVE THAT XOU HAVE NEED OF
' OR MOST OF US,THERE ARE AREAS THE LORD

WOULD USE IF WE WOULD BUT YIELD THEM TO
HIM, ~HGMES FOR BIBLE STUDY, RESOURCES.,
AUTOMOBILES WE DRIVE EMPTY TO CHURCH WHEN
OUR NEIGHBORHOODS ARE FULL OF CHILDREN WHO
NEVER DARKEN A CHURCH DOOR. IT IS

INTERESTING THAT THE_LQBQJ&LhLJﬂﬂ&ﬂLJ{P&
T AFFORD TO GIVE HIM,
i

FOR HER SON AND THAT INSIGNIFICANT
LUNCH FED MULTIP Q_THOUSANDS BEFORE
LOHN DY
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II. MANY WHO APPLAUD CHRIST DO NOT UNDER-
STAND HIS PLACE IN PROPHECY - V. 4-5

So o
HUNDRED YEARS BEFORE JESUS WAS BORN,
P DETAIL. : Fo

(A MODERN COMPARISON LET US SUPPOSE THAT
HAD PREDIC
INAUGURATLON.O AS PRESIDEN
OF THE UNITED STATES.) THE PASSAGE IN
ZECHARIAH PREDICTS MESSIAH'S .IWQ _COMINGS.
__%IﬂEﬂ_ﬁlﬁg% ROSE TO POWER BY SHEAR FORCE.
oD's MESSIAH DID NOT CAMPAIGN TO BE
KING, IT WAS HIS BY BIRTHRIGHT AND THE
QUALITY OF HIS REIGN IS PREDICTED IN THE
PROPHECY. TERMS SUCH AS JUST REMIND THE
READER THAT HIS RULE WOULD BE MORALLY
CORRECT OR STRAIGHT, HE WOULD ALWAYS DO
WHAT IS RIGHT. _SALMA§;QN - THIS KING'S
COMING WOULD ALSO BE ISRAEL'S SAVIOUR
AND POLITICAL AS WELL AS SPIRITUAL
DELIVERER, kQWlY. - THERE WAS NO HAUGHTY
SPIRIT, NO WAR HORSE OR ARMOUR OR BANNERS
OR WARRIORS, SIMPLY RIDING ON A COLT, A
SYMBOL OF PEACE. AT THAT COMING, HE WAS
REJECTED. BuUT, ACCORDING TO VERSE 10,
MESSIAH WILL COME A SECOND TIME AS
CONQUERING KING, HIS DOM MWJL;—BEE_E_TED
UNIVERSAL AT THAT TIME,. (éEVELATION 19:11-1
DESCRIBES THAT SECOND COMING.,

-

IIT. MANY WHO APPLAUD CHRIST MAY BE CAUGHT
8P éNgTHE EXCITEMENT OF THE MOMENT -

ACTORS, COMEDIANS, SINGERS AND ENTERTAINERS
IN GENERAL OFTEN PURSU
BEFORE_AN A . THEY ASPIRE TO A MAGIC
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MOMENT WHEN THE AUDIENCE AND THE PERFORMER
ARE ONE., T JESUS APPEARANCE IN
™  JERUSALEM £ 'i'MULTIPLIED THOUSANDS
OF PEOPLE, [
EALED

THE WORD_HOSANNA EANS.%“I_W AND REV
AN AWARENESS OF THE PEOPLE REGARDING THE

MESSIANIC 118 PsALM, (VERSE 25)
HAD NOT BEEN SO STIRRED SINCE
THE DAY SOLOMON WAS WELCOMED AS KING, IT
WAS A TIME OF AND
OWEVER, THE ATMOSPHERE WOULD

COMP. Y CHANGE IN LESS THAN A WEEK
THE F TODAY WOULD BECOME THE
OW. BLE_FOR

NDER AND WHA
\ 2 ! SITTING IN AN
ENTHUSIASTIC CROWD CRYING PRAISE TO JESUS

~ NAME IS NOT T LVATION THROUGH
' CHRIST+¥ TH WAS AN EXCITED,
ENTHUSIASTIC SUPPORTER. OF JESUS' PUBLIC

fﬁf£l3-M1N15TRY. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THAT YOUNG
MAN WAS I WITH JESUS AND.EAGER TO
HOWEVER, WHEN FACED WITH

E 6 OF GENWINE HE
TURNED AWAY SORROWFU BECAUSE HE COULD

NOT BRING HIMSELF TO COMPLETE SURRENDER

St TO CHRIST.

&_«‘_ IV. MANY WHO APPLAUD CHRIST ARE STIRRED

s "' BY HIS PRESENCE VEI PUZZLED BY HIS
PERSON - V., 10

THE WORD MOVED 1S TRANSLATED STIRRED IN
~» THE A.S.V, THE GREEK WORD IS SETSMIC
'~ OR A WORD THAT IS ASSOCIATED WITH MEASURING
THE_INTENSITY OF EARTHQUAKES. WHEN JESUS
APPEARED IN JERUSALEM ON PALM SUNDAY, THERE
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P

~BRANCHES, BEFORE J

TIME; WHEN | HAVE A CONVENIENT SEASON,

==

WAS A GROUND SWELL OF FEELING AND EMOTION
IN HIS BEHALF. THE TOWN WAS LITERALLY SHAKEN
WITH THE IMPACT OF HIS PRESENCE.
SY TO SHAKE GREAT
M., THE CITY
HAD NEVER SEEN SUCH A RESPONSE FROM ITS
PEOPLE AND TO LAY AmCAE AND

s

TO HIM AS KING, %,
REFERS TO THAT SIGNIFICAN YRS ISRAEL'S\g
GREAT OPPORTUNITY —'L%*.” THERE ARE
PEOPLE WHO WHEN BROUGHT INTO THE PRESENCE
OF CHRIST ARE STLRRED AND SHAKEN. Two
ILLUSTRATIONS: Acts 16:29-31 THE
PHILIPPIAN JAILER WAS SHAKEN BY WHAT HE
HAD WITNESSED., THE MAGNITUDE OF THOSE EVENTS

UGHT HIM TO A SAVING FAITH IN CHRIST,.

24:25 _FELIX WAS SHAKEN BY

PAUL'S MESSAGE. ~THE TEXT SAYS: “FELIX
TREMBLED AND ANSWERED, GO THY WAY FOR THIS

1)

WILL CALL FO T FELIX SIMPLY PUT

OUT OF HIS MIND THE LMRAGT OF PAUL'S PREACHING
SAYING THAT HE WOULD WAIT FOR A MORE
CONVENIENT TIME, THAT TIME NEVER CAME!

FOR THAT REASON, THIS IS ONE OF THE SAD
STORIES OF THE BIBLE. FELIX WAS SHAKEN AND
STIRRED AND KNEW THAT HE SHOULD MAKE A
DECISION FOR CHRIST BUT HE WANTED IT TO BE

AT A MORE CONVENIENT TIME BUT THERE IS

AS A PASTOR, | HAVE SEEN PEOPLE CRY, IREMBLE,
FMRMeRA E UNDER THE CONVICTING POWER OF THE
HoLy SPIRIT. THE TO _MAKE THE RIGHT
DECISION CONCERNING CHRIST WAS BEFORE THEM.
JESUS DOES NOT WANT OUR .ARPLAUSE - HE

WANTS OUR ALLEGIANCE AND -AGGERTANCE, DON'T
%5VE JESU%)A HAND, GIVE HIM YOUR_HEART.

(Jory 1:12 o
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RoBERT K. SPRADLING MarcH 24, 1991
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GEHEENB RID OF JESUS
(ﬂnn?f;;27:{’)

(GoOD PEOPLE ARE “NOT ALWAYS WELCOME IN THIS
WORLD, ( : DURING HIS PUBLIC
MINISTRY, S REJECTED ON MORE _THAN
ONE OCCASION. FOR EXAMPLE, INMARin HE
HEALED THE MANIAC OF GADARA WHO WAS
TERRORIZING A TOWN AND TERRITORY. INSTEAD
OF BEING GRATEFUL, THE MERCHANIS OF THE i
AREA BEGGED JESUS TO LEAVE - PEEESR GO AWAY.
HE was BAD FOR BUSINESS. WHEN IT CAME TO

THE ERUSALEM. HEY

AND IN SO DOING
BELIEVED THEY WOULD BE RID OF JESUS FOREVER.
LET US EXAMINE THE $IEES IN THEIR QUEST TO
KL /—/QLAJ ‘iv

I. STEP NO. 1: BETRAY HIM - MATT. 26:2,
14-16, 21-24, 47-50,(27:

IN THEIR WILDEST DREAMS AND SCHEMES, THE
RELIGIOUS LEADERS WOULD NEVER HAVE BELIEVED

IT POSSIBLE TO INEILIBAIE ORBENEIRAJE THE
CORE OF JESUS' DISCIPLE BAND. OWEVER;

SATAN GAVE THEM READY ASSISTANCE.
BEGAN WITH THE

AN ENEMY _NmE_IR,L_QAMP WAS MORE T
COULD HOPE FOR. CAREFUL STUDY OF
EALS

LIFE AS RECORDED IN THE GOSPELS REV

AS A SELF=SEEKING, GREEDY, POSSESSED
AND CONTIROILED ULTIMATELY BY OATAN HIMSELF.
JUDAS WAS AN _ENEMY OF CHRIST WHO CARED

NEITHER FOR CHRIST OR HIS CAUSE - ONLY FOR
TMSEL®. HE USED HIS SPECIAL PRIVILEGE
A ITION FOR PERSONAL GAIN, (SOUNDS

LIKE POLITICS AND _BUSINESS IN AMERICA
IN THE 1990°s!) IRONY: JUDAS NEVER

I f‘ { {r- ’i” ij,{,.t.-f -‘,-' o hj“;’“’-ﬂ-—
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ENJOYED ONE PENNEY OF THE BLOOD MONEY. THE
CRY OF HIS CONSCIENCE WAS SOMETHING HE
HAND'T FIGURED l; HIS SUICIDE WAS
™ i ( MINISIRY, WAS HIS
INTEREST AND DOWNF# (COMMENT REGARDING
HESBURG'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND THE SUICIDE
OF TWO CAMPUS REBELS)

Il SIEP yO 2 BIND HIM - MATT. 27 2 [
b nrne -
THE OPPONENTS OF JESUS FEARED AN_uuARMED v,
CARRENTER/TEACHER WHO HAD—MO—SQLDLERS, = ‘v
OR INTENTIONS OF FIGHTING OR :

HARMING THEM IN ANY WAY. [HE SOLDIERS
AND TEMPLE POLICE FORCE THEY BROUGHT TO
ARREST JESUS WERE TOTALLY

JESUS AS THEY WOULD A COMMON

CRIMINAL. ALL HE HAD E DONE
HIS _HANDS WAS TO AND NEEDY
o E%VKIND EVER TO HERE MUST BE A

IN THIS IT IS THE PICTURE
OF - AS
dnt DIBLE AS IT IS IMPOSSIBLE. LY BINDING
wee/ .. JESUS THEY THOUGHT THEY COULD CONTROL HIM
; ~— _AND ULTIMATELY STOP HIS LIFE AND MINISTRY,
(IMTJ¢?3 POINT: WHAT THEY DID NOT, DO NOT UNDERSTAND
/4ypt= TS THAT JESUS CANNOT BE_DISMISSED THAT

¢, 0% wwo, HE ENTERS—OGUR_LIVES BY
Mt ¢ ONLY - <EY CE

&5, (Rev. 3:20

/12=272,6 00
sa s LII. STEP NO. 3: BUFFET HIN -
ey MaTT. 27:26-30

— SCOURGING WAS RESERVED FOR CRIMINALS. IT
WAS A PRELUDE TQ CRUCIFIXION. [T WAS CRUEL
BEYOND WORDS., WAS UNMOVED AND B

JURISPRUDENC THIS T Semkis . MISCAR
' ‘ NOT A VOICE WAS RAIS \

/% 3:{‘ C)/C) e s - FL "Q“‘"“J"/("(. 9«.{ Vi) _///
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JEsus’ DEFENSE. (IF YOU WERE INCENSED BY
THE BEATING OF THE MAN IN L.A. BY POLICEMEN
THINK HOW THIS TYPE OF BEATING SHOULD HAVE
CAUSED A SYMPATHETIC REACTION FROM THE
CROWD AND_RELIGIOUS LEADERS - BUT IT
pIDN‘T!) THE ADMINISTERED THE
SCOURGING, WAS PART OF
JORSERBAY, [HE GESTURES OF THE SOL
JESUS WAS ONE OF RIDICULE AND
HE CLAIMED TO BE A KI

IN

REATED HIM A KING - KING OF
IT WAS AL A WAY OF=MAK
ED JEW, ;

OF A POOR
3 INCLUDED A CROWN,
" . |0 CAP OFF THEIR FUN THEY BOWED
BEFORE HIM IN MOCK WORSHIP. [HEY LOOKED

UPON JESUS AS A POOR IMPOSTER, A HELPLESS,
WEAK VICTIM SO THEY ATTEMPTED TO STRIP HIM

OF ANY DIGNITY WHATSOEVER., IT IS IRONIC

THAT LATER ON ONE SOLDIER DID RECOGNIZE

HIsS DIETY.

IV. STEP NO. 4: BLASPHEME HIM -
MaTT., 27:39
THE WORD iEﬁ&tﬁQBWHICH IS ALSO TRANSLATED

] IN 139 1S A WORD THAT MEANS
TO BLASRHEME.Of ‘

WE Do NOT USE.THE WORD BLASP ME DAILY
CONVERSATIONS BUT TO AJEW IT MEANT TO

INISHABL | E HE ONE MAN IN ALL OF
HUMAN HISTORY WHo-NEMERGSPOKE EVIL OF
ANYONE, ESPECIALLY TO (GOD, WAS BEING
ACCUSED OF SO SPEAKING. BY THE wAY, IT IS
MY CONTENTION THAT THE WAY MEN SPEAK ABOUT

GOD IS PROOF OF THE B66¥R4NE_QE_DEERAMLI%'
U SPEA

0D - WHY! EN SWEAR

f Foms, I'3  "de wins Lefes (.L_/KQ.??,Q:.&J_’,_ J
Yy
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AT ONE ANOTHER USING THE NAME OF GOD.

THE FACT THAT MEN_SWEAR IN-GOD’S NAME
INDICATES AN INATE AND PERHAPS SUBCONSCIOUS
AWARENESS AND FEAR THAT ONE DAY THEY MUST
STAND BEFORE HIM AGAINST WHOM THEY REBEL .,
THE BLASPHEMY TOOK THE: RY WHEN
THEY TAUNTED HiMm To "COME

e

THEY REMEMBERED WHAT HELHAD"AID

HE 'EARLY DAYS OF HIS MINISTRY ABOUT
THE TEMPLE. [F THESE BLASPHEMERS ONLY KNEW
THAT IF HE DID COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS

THERE WOULD BE NO HOPE FOR THEM OR ANY OTHER
HUMAN BEING EVER: - dSumGROSSellAS—LHEIR ONLY

“HOPE=FOR=REORGIVENESS - IHERE .1S-NO _OTHER.
V. STEP NO. 5: BLINDFOLD HIM - Luke 22:64

THE TEXT DOES_NOT SAY WHY THIS PROCEDURE
TOOK PLACE., IT MAY HAVE BEEN A WAY TO DEAL
WITH THE PRISONERS IN ORDER TO RENDER THEM

HELPLESS, DEFENSELESS, DlSQBlEMﬁED. WHEN
IT WAS ACCOMPLISHED THEY ASKED HIM TO DO

TRICKS OR MAGIC SUCH AS MINDREADING TO
DEMONSTRATE ANY SUPERNATURAL POWERS HE
CLAIMED TO HAVE. HOWEVER, IT MAY HAVE
BEEN THAT THEY WERE CONSCIQUS-SMITTEN TO
LOOK INTO THE EYES OF THE SoN OF GOD AND
DID NOT WANT HIM TO LOOK UPON THEM - THEY
COULD NOT STAND IN THE LIGHT OF HIS GAZE.
IN EVERY GENERATION, MEN ATTEMPT TQ HIDE
THEIR DEEDS FROM THE EYES OF GoD. THERE'S
SINS AND CRIMES THAT ARE OFTEN COMMITTED
IN SECRECY OR AT NIGHT BELIEVING THAT
NEITHER MAN NOR GOD WILL SEE THE EVIL THAT
IS DONE. WHAT MEN FAIL TO UNDERSTAND IS
THAT EVEN THOUGHT CHRIST WAS BLINDFOLDED
HE wAs NOT BLINDED! PARADOXICALLY,_ME,

S WEARING =SNIT
ESUS.,
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VI, STEP NO. 6: BURY HIM - MaTT. 27:59-60

THE CRUCIFIXION WAS OVER. JESUS WAS DEAD
AND HIS DISCIPLES WERE DETERMINED TO GIVE
HIM A PROPER BURIAL. [HERE WOULD BE NO
POTTERW FIELD FOR JESUS AS THERE HAD BEEN
FOR JUDAS. T[HE ENEMIES OF JESUS BELIEVED
THAT EVERYTHING_CONCERNING HISMOVEMENT

WAS FINISHED. , ERY. IS THE LAST SIOP,
fﬁxﬁamannx.ﬁunua.;ﬂax- 'HERE WAS NO

_TRIUMPH OVER.THE.TOME} SO THEY THOUGHT, SO
THEY WERE WRONG.

HEY COULD NOT GET RID OF
JESUS THAT EASILY. WHAT THEY AND ALL MEN
FAIL TO RECOGNIZE I'_THAT THOSE WHO WILL NOT
DEAL WITH JESUS AS_SAVIOURFARE DESTINED

TQ DEAL WITH HIM_AS SOMEREIGN: aEﬁﬁEEglm
(H%g}rFACE HIM.C%E%E%)'*' TIM W
UNCE AGAIN, PILATE'S QUESTION ARISES:
AT I Figw_w@
HERE ARE THREE BASIC ATTJITUDES:

M

(1) T wILL DO NOTHING. THE ATTITUDE TO

IGNQBE_AND_EA%—ND_A%igyﬁLQN_TO JESUS IS

ATTEMPTED BY MANY. E CONFRONTS THEM
- AT CHURCH, THEY SIMPLY SIAY_ AWAY EROM.
HE SPEAKS TO THEM WHILE THEY
ARE ALQNE, THEY DETERMINE NEVER _TO BE
ALONE BUT ALWAYS WITH OTHERS. @ HE CROSSES
THEIR PATH THROUGH THE WITNESS OF A
CHRISTIAN THEY ATTEMPT TO AVOID SUCH COMPANY
AT ALL COSTW. [HEY ATTEMPT TO BAR EVERY
WINDOW, CLOSE EVERY DQOR AND REFUSE CHRIST'S
ADMITTANCE.

s(éhd

(2) 1 wILL BE NEUTRAL. IT's NICE TO BE
NEUTRAL BECAUSE IT REQUIRES NO ACCOUNT-
ABILITY, NO DECISION, NO GUILT. IT IS THE
IDEA OF NOT GETTING INVOLVED WITH JESUS.
THEY ARE NEITHER FOR OR AGAINST HIM.
HOWEVER, THEY FAIL TO REALIZE THAT WHEN IT
COMES TO CHRIST THERE IS NO NEUTRAL GROUND.

4o A
g/ ,,)

o
3 o )=y
r-
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IN DECISION MAKING CONCERNING CHRIST IT
IS EITHER POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE - NOT
NEUTRALITY,

(3) I wiLL TRUST HIM Now. THE OPPORTUNITY

To KNoW CHRIST AS SAVIOUR WILL NEVER BE
FOR SOME IT IS NOW OR

NEVER, OR. 6:2, PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11)
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ROBERT K. SPRADLING APRIL 8, 1984

THE COUNGEL OF KILLERS /9.9 ‘
MATTHEW 27:1 i
WHEN mm TERRORISTS WOBNDED Alstiiit®
RED] e = e, O —JERO oy , s

, YOU AND I WERE NOT SURPRISED.
THROWING HAND GRENADES INTO CROWDED BUSES,
HIDING BOMBS IN DEPARTMENT STORES., CAR
BOMBS INVOLVED IN KILLING INNOCENT BY-
STANDERS IS THE WAY OF _IHUGS. AND

IT IS THE WAY THEY OPERATE AND SEEMS TO BE
INCREASING IN INTENSITY EACH YEAR.

N_AND WITH _THE
E_RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS. THE
TEXT BEFORE US DESCRIBES THE SCHEMING OF

THE - ISRAEL, 2000 YEARS
AGO, THE SCHEME_OR
PLOT INVOLVED TH 1% | DERS

AND THE ENTIRE SANHEDRIN. muﬁﬁ:ﬁ!ﬂm
THIS GROUP WAS DRTIVEN BY TH u‘mammu§
RID—ISRA OF—JESYS THE
RESORTED TO RAYING Ef SES TO (:%?
ABOUT JESUS, ANMIHING A TO GET HIM

OFF THE SCENE, THESE LEADERS WERE URSET
BECAUSE JESUS WAS CAPTURING THEIR AUDIENCE.
THEY WERE FILLED WITH ENVY. AND HATE BECAUSE
THEY CONSIDERED ;ed,wi [HREAT TO THEIR
EXISTENCE, : EY DEVISED A

TO MURDER HIM, JEWISH LAW PROHIBITED
A DEATH SENTENCE BEING PASSED AT NIGHT,
SO THESE CONSPIRATORS ROSE EARLY IN THE
MORNING TO CONTINUE THEIR WORK_OF; PREPARING
A CASE TO PRESENT TO | ‘E. THEY WERE
CAREFUL TO CLOSE ALL LOOPHOLES SO THERE
WOULD BE-NO ESCAPE FOR . THESE MEN
BELONG TO A—EEASS—OF-P = WHO FOR MANY

7



.

FROM.ROMAN RULERS' OF ANCIENT TIMES TO THE

/.  -RABID ATHEISTIS OF OUR TIMES, MEN HAVE
SOUGHT TO BECAUSE THEY
CONSIDER JESU TO THEIR GODLESS
SYSTEM WHICH IN MANY INSTANCES SEEKS TO
ENLIST AND-ENSLAVE THE MASSES TO THEIR
PHILOSOPHY., LET US CONSIDER WHAT THESE
MEN DID TO HIM.

I, THEY BOUND HIM - MATTHEW 27:2

A STUDY OF THE GOSPELS WOULD INDICATE
THAT THIS IS A g@ﬁﬁé*??%hﬁnF SOMETHING
THAT BEGAN IN THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE.,
(JOHN 18:12) HOow LITTLE THESE PEOPLE KNEW
JESUS. HE HAD NO REASON TO FLEE FOR HE
WAS GUILTY OF NO CRIME AND HE HAD NO FEAR
OF THE CROWDS OR THE COURTS. HIS WAS AN
5 ILLEGAL ARREST AND TRIAL BUT THEY WERE
STILL MISTAKEN, HE Y ~§:;
AND_HLDE_ANQ THE—BINDING-WAS _SIMPLY ‘3
UNNECESSARY., THESE WERE THE ﬂAuBs THAT
[ED AS A CARPENTER, THAT TOUCHED THE\§§SQL
STCK AND THE MAIMED AND THAT TURNED
BACK THE FORCES OF NATURE AND DEMONS,
THESE PEOPLE VIEWED JESUS AS A COMMON
”CRIMINAL AND LIKE PILATE MADE THE
ABOUT HIM AND THE BINDING OF HIS

HANDS REVEALED THE BLADING.QF THEIR

HEARTS. THERE IS A(TIEII!IT?IN THIS

PICTURE THAT IS STAGGER Mﬁﬂ=%%%%%%§
E

- ANIN
| : N THIS PICTURE WE LEARN SOMETHING

@ LoD, THERE IS A'S HICH GOD PERMITS

FINITE MEN TO BIND THE MOVEMENT OF AN
INFINITE GoD! THESE RELIGIOUS LEADERS
SPEAK OF A BROAD CLASS OF PEOPLE WHO




w

ATTEMPT TO THE HANDS OF JESUS, _THEY
SAY, .KEEP YOUR HANDS OFF MY LIFE, LEI ME

ALO DO NOT WISH TO BE DISTURBED NOW
AND POSSIBLYLE“ (ER. WHAT MEN FAIL TO
UNDERSTAND I

II. THEY BETRAYED HIM - VERSEZR

Y WAS NOT PART OF THIS
GROUP HE DI ALL INTO_JHEIR SCHEME
OR=RLAN AND EVEN THOUGH HE WAS NOT AN
ACTIVE PARTICIPANT WITH THEM HE CERTAINLY
WAS INVOLVED A ONSPIRATOR AND WAS

3£sgnN513h£ AN [TV —="PART OF THE
. E SOUGHT THEM QUT AND_TOOK mai,

MONEY TO BETRAY JESUS. THEREFORE, JUDAS
NAME HAS BEEN RECORDED IN INFAMY AS 7

WITH IREACHERY. AS YOU KNOW, JUDAS WAS
THE _LREASIRER OF THE DISCIPLES, A STUDY
OF THE GOSPELS WILL REVEAL THAT HE WAS
GMJ e A0, Y, ,MEAﬁU.B.ED
N T Y BUT WAS IN
FACT A_JHIEE FOR HE WAS STEALING OUT OF
THE COMMON TREASURY ACCORDING TO JOHN_-12:6.
JUDAS BETRAYED JESUS FOR APPROXIMATELY
$50. IN AMERICAN MONEY. HE USED HIS
aaileEﬁED_EQ%lllﬂN AND HIS SPECIAL
~KNOWLEDGE_OF JESUS' INNERMOST WORKINGS

TO BETRAY THE SON OF GOD, THE VERY_MONEY

ENJOYED_NOT .ONE PENNY OF THE BLGGD Mf NEY .
SIMPLY STATED, JUDAS WAS PREOCCUPIED




Ly

| HE_SHOULD HAVE BEEN PRE-
MINISTRY. BEFORE YOU AND I
BECOME .T0Q0Q SELF-RIGHTEOUS ONE MIGHT ASK
HIMSELF_HOW-MUCH WOULD IT TAKE FOR YOU
‘AND ME TO CHRIST. P

SAID IN A CONFERENCE HERE T'a
WOULD NOT BETRAY THE Lo'=~r=

MIGHT FOR S
DRAWN _SYMBOLS R RESENTING e

| THE APOSTLES. FOR EXAMPLE, PE IS
[REPRESENTED WI KEYS AND AN UPSIDE
'DOWN CROSS, IS REPRESENTED BY A

BAG WITH .A IT _AND COINS FALLING
OUT THE BOTTOM, ) JUDA e

BUT THE GOLDIERS, HOWEVER, THEY ARE PART
IT 1S

ALL Aﬁﬁ A WA
MISGUI JE}

O CAP OFF
'*Fm§53+gx BY SMITING HIM AND SPITTING UPON

IM HEY LOOKED UPON JESUS AS AN LMROSTER.,
THIS SCENE OF MOCKERY WILL

OF THE OV SCHEME., THE GESTURE OF THE
" OF A

THEIR FUN OR SPORT THEY BOWED BEFORE JESUS

A HELPIESS, WEAK VICTIM SO THEY ATTEMPTED

ONE DAY BE FUL AMRCQMPI ETELY VINDICATED

ACCORDING TOCPHILIPPIANS 2:0-TT™

SOLDIERS IS ONE OF EIDICULE AND MOCKERY .,
INVOLVED
. THEY CONTINUED THEIR
TO STRIP HIM OF HIS SELF-IMPOSED BEERY
tvuA) - *‘ﬂ‘lf ‘,. {
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IV, THEY BLASPHEMED HIM - VERSE 39
THE WORD -REVLLED 1S ALSO TRANSLATED RALLED

WE DO NOT USE THE WORD BLASPHEME MUCH
IN EVERY DAY CONVERSATION BUT TO A JEW
IT MEANT TO S \K IRREVERENTLY OF GOD

G 2 NAS A PUNI§HA§1E 0

-l“dn-:[. N |

£\
EE S S N R —

(BY THE WAY, IT IS MY CONTENTION THAT.
S JHE WAY MEN SPEAK ABOUT GOD IS A
‘OF DEPRAVITY, IT IS ABSOLUTELY -

ILE THAT M N WOULD SPEAK IN PROFANILY
Y ABOUT_GOD., MEN SWARE AT GOD AND ONE
4§ ANOTHER IN THE NAME OF GOD., THE FACT THAT
| MEN SWEAR IN GOD'S NAME INDICATE AN

NN A -.:fﬁiz AND PERHAPS A SET
THAT ONE DAY THEY MUST STAND
-FEFORE HIM AND THE REBELLION OF A SINFUL
| HEART FINDS ITS EXPRESSION THROUGH
;REQFANITY AND BLASPHEMY OF GOD'S NAME.)

V.  THEY BLINDFOLDED HIM - LUKE 22:64

WE CANNOT KNOW FOR SURE WHY THIS PROCEDURE
TOOK PLACE. IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN A WAY
OF DEALING WITH PRISONERS IN ORDER TO
RENDER THEM HELPLESS EEENSELESS .
WHEN IT WAS ACCOMPLISHED, THEY ASKED HIM
TO DO TRICKS OF MAGIC AND MIND-READING
““TO"REVEAL WHO WAS SMITING-HIM WHILE HE
WAS BLINDFOLDED. HOWEVER, IT MAY HAVE
BEEN THAT THEY COULD NOT LOOK UPON THE
SON OF GOD AND DID WANT HIM TO LOOK UPON




™

-

THEM - THEY COULD NOT STAND FHE-GAZE_QF
<@B., IN EVERY GENERATION, MEN ATTEMPT
TO HIDE THEIR DEEDS FROM THE EYES OF (GOD.
THEIR SINS AND CRIMES ARE COMMITTED AT

NIGHT AND IN SECRECY BELIEVING THAT MAN
OR GOD DOES NOT SEE. WHAT THEY FAIL TO
UNDERSTAND WA T.e_dﬂ,,yL?HoueH HE WAS

WERE UNWILLING AND AERAID TO LOOK INTO

THE EYES OF JESUS AND “;T SAME FEELING

wamu NE HAVE CONSIDERED 5 WORDS INVOLVED
IN THE PLOT OF SCHEME TO KILL JESUS.

THERE AMNOTHER WORD THAT BEGINS WITH THE
LETTER‘ THAT IS AT THE HEART OF THE
MESSAGE CHRIST. PILATE ASKED THE

MOST PENETRATING QUESTION WHEN HE SAID

TD THE _CROWD qwfq L I DO WITH

, ; "“R‘eU“STION. MEN ARE ASKING
THE_J TODAY. THE QUESTION

IS NOT EyTHER! EEQA GoD ORéFHE ABLE TO
HELP ME? THE QUESTION IS ACTS 16:32 -
THAT IS THE QUESTION YOU SHOULD BE ASKING!

THE BNSWERSTO PILATE’'S QUESTION ARE
BA A “THREE :

(1) I WILL DO NOTHING. THIS ATTITUDE

TO LGNORE, PAY_NO ATTENTION-TO CHRIST,

HE CONFRONTS ME_AT CHURCH I WILL STAY
AWAY FROM CHURCH, HE SPEAKS WHEN I AM
ALONE [ WILL DETERMINE TO BE WITH OTHERS
ALWAYS, aé%HE CROSSES MY PATH WITH
WITNESSING CHRISTIANS THEN I SHALL AVQILD
THEIR_COMPANY., [ WILL.BAR_EVERY WINDQOW
AND DOQR_QE_MY LIFE_AND SIMPLY REFUSE_TQ
LET CHRIST IN,




Net M"‘
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(2) 1 wiLL BE NEUTRAL. (DI MAKE No_
o~  DECISION THEN NO—ACCOUNTABILITY OF

RESPONSIBILITY CAN BE LAID UPON ME.

. | WILL NEITHER
BE OR A HRIST. JESUS SAID

THI OT BE NE, MEN ARE EITHER FOR
OR AGAINST

IM, THERE IS NO MIDDLE GROUND,
(3) I WILL TRUST HIM NOW. THE OPPORTUNITY
TO KNOW CHRIST AS SAVIOR.

NEARER THAN RIGHT _NOW. OR.

FOR SOME, IT MAY BE NOW OR NEVER.




