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RoBerT K. SPRADLING ApriL 3, 1988

IT IS THE LORD
Joun 21:7-12

JESUS WAS+PEAD. [HE HOPES OF HIS FOLLOWERS

WERE SEALED IN THE GARDEN TOMB WITH HIM.

HE HAD TALKED OF RETURNING FROM THE DEAD

BUT FEW IF ANY EXPEGEED. HIM TO RETURN. I[N

THE CLOSING CHAPTERS OF THE GOSPEL RECORD,

THERE ARE SEVERAL OCCASIONS MENTIONED WHERE

JESUS WAS_RECOGNIZED BY His DISCIPLES., (SOME

PEOPLE MAY BE IDENTIFIED BY THEIR DISTINCTIVE
OR WORK,

LCE., :
ﬁOMPARE R, MEARS ) E‘ET‘"U§ "N%CE SOME AREAS

IN WHICH OUR RISEN\LORD WAS READILY. KNOWN
BY HIS DISCIPLES: Lre BBz s

[. HE NAS RECOGNIZED BY HIS WORKS - *Sé%
JoHn 21:6, 11

3) WAS A PLACE OF .MANY MEMORIES. THIS
GALILEE), CHINNERETH, AND

THAN_A
SEVEN AND

T WAS THIRTEEN MILE " I’,

‘7{,u) A HALF MILES ACROSS, THIRTY TWO MILES AROUND

AND IN SOME PLACES HUNDRED SIXTY FEET
@) DEEP. [T WAS THE G
ﬁ; : N—TSRA HERE

THAT ESUS CALLED GNE
EY WERE FIS"' T WAS THERE THAT

.aa#gﬁgggwﬁlggm ANY OF HIS PUBLIC
MINIS ERE CONDUCTED IN PROXIMITY TO

THIS BODY ,OF WATER, THAT
HAD RETURNED TO THEIR %iﬁ
AFTEP THE CRUCIFIXION., HE NIGHT

HAD BEEN ONE OF UNJLED. EEEQRFTRY-FHESE
PREACHERS. TUPNED FTSHERMEN BUT THE EFFORT
HAD RESULTED IN MISERABLE FAILURE,

AND DISCOURAGED WITH NQZEJSH AND NO“SLEEP

A




BQAI WAS THEIRS;
THE LORD WAS IN GO

AF1ee TTET
THE LORD JE

I v 'OULD FILL
E FAILURE WITH .SUCCESS

b

1 S HE_WAS RECOGNIZED BY HIS WAYS
Pl ) (1) Joun 21:12:13 Clu&. -Z$

REC D JESUS' MANNERS
Y : 4EJ ) THESE MEN HAD NEVER
BEEN MOREJWEAEx'KNn~¢HF’SIGHT OF JESUS HAD
NEVER BEEN MORE WELCOME,  [HEY HAD SEEN
AND HEARD HIM_ REFURN-THAMKS AT THE TABLE
MANY_TIMES, [T WAS SOMETHING ONE WOULD
' 00N BECAUSE THERE'WAS SOMETHING

\ ] n »
OW—FHEY_WERE HAVING BB.EA&F.AﬁJ_w.IlHJ:Im!
I HAVE OFTEN WONDERED WHAT PETER SAID
WHEN HE BROKE FROM THE PACK TO MEET THE LORD.
ONE THING IS SURE - PETER WAS ONE PREACHER

WHO WOULD NEVER-EAT-GHICKEN AGAIN AND-ELSH
MUST HAVE -TASTED MIGHTY GOOD!) THE WORDS

- L /) 4 "
Talbile. Manntids . ("f y ,.4‘.;? g h\)
e e [ARH o~ -,




HOW MUCH JESUS
Y THEY couLD
IS TABLE AND
OWSHIP ONCE AGAIN

THEY WERgﬂgggigggﬂ;;
st LIH HIM.
(2) Luke 24:30-35

THIS 1S THE_Eu]guﬁvEﬁiﬁ%E%EB. EMMAUS

WAS A CITY SOME SE FROM JERUSALEM,
THIS PORTION OF SCRIPTURE REVEALS A SAD
CONVERSATION OF BROKEN HOPES AND

AT THE END OF THE JOURNEY, JESUS WAS INVITED
INTO A HOME OF HIS FELLOW TRAVELERS. HERE

AND THROUGHOUT HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY,

VA I, AND THE HOME OF..
MARIHA AND -EAZARUS, A FAVORITE PLACE .
ALso, NOTICE IN THIS CHAPTER THE

JHJNﬁﬁ. - Verses 31, 32, 45. Noti 00,
HOWeHE REVEALED HIMSELF IN THE ﬁgtt THL
0OF LIFE. T oA

[TI. HE WAS RECOGNIZED BY HIS NﬁRﬁS =

/£

HER

0 _ -
HER UNIQUE CHARACTER IS MANIFESTED IN SEVEPAL
WAYS. FOR EXAMPLE:

(1) SHE TooK RISKS BY LINGERING
IN THE GARDEN,

(2) SHE_LIMGERED WHEN EVERYONE ELSE
HAD GONE

(3) SEEING ANGEWLS WAS NO SUBSTITUTE
FOR. CHRIST. S—

(4) HErR PQER.VISEQN DID NOT DULL
HER GOOD AND_SENSITIVE HEARING.

A




VOICE. SHE REM
jAD_EVER HEARD

HEAR THEM ON_RADIO

%AL£§=2§Q£LE; WAITRESS
HE VOICES RANGE F

ROM™ LOUD. TO SO Ly
TO LOW, SOOTHING TO IRRITATING., -
HAS SAID THAT MUCH_OF_ Y

THE TONE OF HIS VOICE CONVEYS HIS !
EARS AGO, NOTED LEXICOGRAPHER
SUGGESTED THE IN

THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

(1) ALONE - THE BITTEREST WORD

(2) MOTHER - THE MOST REVERED WORD
(3) DEATH - THE MOST TRAGIC WORD

(4) FAITH - THE MOST COMFORTING WORD
(5) FORGOTTEN - THE SADDEST WORD

(6) LOVE - THE MOST BEAUTIFUL WORD
(7) REVENGE - THE CRUELEST WORD

(8) FRIENDSHIP - THE WARMEST WORD

(9) No - THE COLDEST WORD

(10) TRANQUILITY - THE MOST -PEACEFUL
WORD




’L-LE-HAS A_GREAT“DEAL TO_SAY'A:
VOICE OF THE LORD:

(1) My SHEEP HEAR MmAND [
KNOW THEM, AND THEY FOLLO T AND | GIVE
UNTO THEM ETERNAL LIFE....(JoHnn 10:27)

(2) "VERILY, VERILY, I SAY uNTO You,
THE HOUR IS COMING, AND NOW IS, WHEN THE
EAD SHALL HEAR TTHE VO OF THE Son oF
ob...." (JoHN i

"SéﬁﬁEmu (3) "To THIS END WAS | BORN, AND FOR
Whe?  THIS CAUSE CAME | INTO THE WORLD, THAT I
EHOULD BEAR WITNESS UNTO THE TRUTH.

QUESTION: WHAT KIND OF WORDS WERE JESUS'
WORDS 7

(1) TRUTHFUL WORDS - “THEN SAID
JESUS TO THOSE JEWS WHICH BELIEVED ON HIm,
IF YOU CONTINUE IN MY WORD, THEN ARE YE
MY DISCIPLES INDEED AND YE SHAI| KNQW THE

AND THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE.
OHN 8:32)

(2) TENDER WORDS - "I AM THE GooD
SHEPHERD, THE (OOD SHEPHERD GIVETH HIS LIFE
FOR THE SHEEP.” (Jonn 10:14)
(3) ToUCHING WORDS - (JoHN 14:1-6)
™ (5) TEACHING WORDS (/MATT. S Q)

(6) TRANSFORMING WORDS - "THE WORDS

THAT | SPEAK U.H_T_OT}D.IJ. 6LE§¥_AB_F_S_ELE_II_A.N_D
OHN

JM/
" New &. e c./cay ﬁ*&., Ll ok
Fate Spotinm . % a—oa 4 //

A




“Now YE ARE CLEAN THROUGH THE WORD WHICH
P [ HAVE SPOKEN UNTO You,” (JoHN 15:3)

IV, HE WAS RECOGNIZED BY HIS WOUNDS -
JoHN 20:20, 25-29

THE STORY OF THOMAS IS VERY_FAMILIAR. THE
MARKS OF CALVARY CONVINCED THOMAS THAT THIS
WAS INDEED THE CHRIST AND HIS CONFESSION
“18-NO-~tIGHT..OR.. sm%w _STATEMENT CONSIDERING
IT WAS MADE BY A JEWM, Our LORD BEARS AND
WILL BEAR THE
ALLIETERNITY.

FOR
ACCORDING

(_EVE;AION 5-

RANSGRESS [ONS. BUNMEONE A5 SUGGESTED
THAT THERE ARE AT LEAST FIVE DIFFERENT
KINDS OF WOUNDS:

Vi
(1) CONTUSION - A WOUND PRODUCED BY
BLUNT INSTRUMENT OR BLOW. OUR LORD WAS SO
SMITTEN,
(2) LACERATION - THAT MADE BY A TEARING
INSTRUMENT., [HE SCOURGING OF OUR LORD
PRODUCED SUCH A WOUND,
(3) PENETRATING WoUND - THE SPIKES
AND NAILS DID THAT. -
(4) PERFORATED WOUND - THE CROWN OF
THORNS ,
(5) THE Incision WounD - THE WOUND
. PRODUCED BY A ~ SHARP-EDGED INSTRUMENT -

NAMELY A SPEAR.

THE SONG WRITER SAID IT WELL: “Wou

ME, WOUNDED FOR ME, THERE ON THE CROSS iﬁ;x

WAS WOUNDED FOR ME. GONE MY TRANSGRESSIONS.,
ND NOW | AM FR

£====__2_EQR_ME
. %wouND/E, 4 4] (?w 5 L).@




RoBERT K. SPRADLING AerIL 11, 1993

BEYOND THE TOMB
Luke 24:1-53

FUNERALS AREN'T FUNNY, THE FEAR OF DEATH IS
THE PRIMARY FEAR IN THE HUMAN HEART. | HAVE
LOOKED INTO THE FACES OF PEOPLE AT HUNDREDS
OF FUNERALS AND IT IS ALWAYS A SOMBER
ATMOSPHERE _IN MOOD, MUSIC AND SOMETIMES
MESSAGE .

. ELATE
TORY OF FRED CASTERLINE DRIVING DOWN THE

STREET - PEOPLE TURNING THEIR BACKS - NOT
BECAUSE THEY DISLIKED HIM BUT BECAUSE THEY WERE
FRAID OF DEATH AND FUNERALS.) EVEN THE SUPER-
MART AND SUPER-SOPHISTICATED ARE DEVASTATED BY
DEATH., WE ALL KNOW THAT WE WILL BE IN THE
CEMETERY SOMETIME - MAYBE NEXT TIME. JEsus'
FOLLOWERS WERE NO DIFFERENT THEN THAN WE ARE
NOW., [IHEY HAD SEEN HIM RAISE THE DEAD ON
SEVERAL OCCASIONS DURING HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY.
HOWEVER, WHEN IT CAME TO HIS OWN RESURRECTION
THEY WERE BOTH DEMORALIZED AND DOUBTING! HE HAD
SAID HE WOULD RISE AGAIN, BUT THEY WERE NOT

SURE (JoHN 2:19). RESURRECTION WAS THE
EXCEPTION AND NOT THE RULE. [T WAS MUCH EASIER
TO FALL BACK ON HISTORICAL EVIDENCE FOR
RESURRECTION THAN TO ACCEPT HIS PROMISE AS

TRUTH. [N THE TEXT, THERE AREU%é%$§§§¥:§ggQS
UPON WHICH WE WILL HANG OUR T RECATING
TO THE SUBJECT.(V. 4 34,):;7) qof/ s3)
[. THE PERPLEXITY OVER THE EMPTY TOMB -
VERSES 1-12
WHEN DEATH INVADES A FAMILY, IT BRINGS
_“PERPLEXITY._ THE WORD PERPLEXITY IS RELATED TO

DOUBT. A. T. ROBERTSON SAYS IT SUGGESTS "TQ
\_LOSE ONE'S WAY."” (EXPLAIN) THE RESURRECTION

& ﬁ‘; | 7 /
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oF JESUS W s NOT SOMETHING THE DISCIPLES ’
EXPECTED. %ﬁ%%%tDIDN T ExPeCT I1T. MARY @
D JESUS W THE GARDNER.
IPLES ON THE ROAD T DID NOT
EXPECT IT. AS A MATTER OF FACT, WHEN THE
(:2%%%§;5gﬁ HEARD THE TESTIMONY OF THE WOMEN
ACCORDING To”VEng 11, 1T SEEMED TO THEM LIKE
IDLE TALES.” THESE TWO WORDS WERE USED IN
MEDICAL TERMS TO DESCRIBE THE BABBLING OF A

_DEMENTED MIND! THERE ARE SOME INTERESTING
FEATURES SURROUNDING PERELEXLLY

(A) THE SEPULCHRE - VERSE 1

THIS WORD THAT IS BOTH DIFFICULT TO PRONOUNCE
AND SPELL IS SIMPLY ANOTHER TERM FOR TOMB., IN
THIS CASE IT WAS CARVED OUT OF STONE, A PLACE
TO PLACE THE DEAD.

(B) THE SPICES - \ESVE, . Lt Nl e ! )

WHEN JESUS WAS BORN, THEY BROUGHT SPICES IN
THEIR ACT OF WORSHIP. HERE SPICES WERE USED
AGAIN AS AN ACT OF WORSHIP IN BURIAL.

SOMETIMES THESE AROMATIC HERBS WERE MIXED WITH
OIL AND APPLIED TO THE BODY IN A KIND OF
EMBALMING PROCESS. BODIES WERE USUALLY WRAPPED
IN LONG LINEN STRIPS - LIKE BANDAGES AND A

BODY WAS THEN LAID ON THE ROCK SHELF IN A ROCK
TOMB, IT IS INTERESTING THAT_SOME FOLK GET
MORE ATTENTION IN DEATH THAN THEY DO IN | IFE.

(C) THE StONE - VERSE 2

THIS PARTICULAR TOMB WAS CLOSED BY A GREAT
CIRCULAR STONE SOMEWHAT LIKE A CARTWHEEL
WEIGHING TONS. IT ACTS AS A DOOR TO THE TOMB.
THE OFFICIALS_PLACED THE STONE THERE TO KEEP
PEOPLE OUT. [HE ANGELS ROLLED IT BACK TO LET
PEOPLE TNT THERE ARE STILL FOLK LOOKING FOR
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JESUS AT THE EMPTY TOMB. ACCORDING TO MARK
THE THREE WOMEN WHO CAME TO THE TOMB ON THAT
FIRST EASTER SUNDAY WERE CONCERNED ABQUT WHO
WOULD ROLL THIS ENORMOUS STONE AWAY., [T
PROPOSED._A_BARRIER THEY DID NOT KNOW HOW TO
. [HEY KNEW FULL WELL THAT NOBODY

WOULD BE WILLING TO REMOVE THE STONE FOR FEAR
OF POLITICAL JUDGMENT. IT NEVER ENTERED THEIR

MIND THAT THE STONE MIGHT ALREADY BE MOVED.
~A—SUPERNATURAL—SOLUTLLON: NEVER-OCCURRED.

T0
._tuEm.-_As_J_T_uﬂEa_Qﬁmas_m,us! JESUS DID NOT
NEED ANYONE TO HELP HIM EXIT THE TOMB. SIMPLY

STATED IT WAS MOVED TO LET THEM IN, NOT TO

LET HIM ouT, THE ANTICIPATED OBSTACLE HAD
ALREADY. BEEN REMOVED BEFORE THEY ARRIVED.

THAT WHICH THEY DREADED MOST PROVED NO PROBLEM
AT ALL. ONE MIGHT EXPECT THEM TO TURN BACK IN
THE FACE OF SUCH AN LINMOVABLE OBJECT, GO HOME
AND FORGET IT. HOWEVER, THEIR DEVOTION TQ
CHRIST WOULD NOT PERMIT SUCH AcTION. J. D.
JONES REMINDS HIS READERS THAT THERE IS A

KIND OF SANCTIFIED RECKLESSNESS REQUIRED IN
SERVING CHRIST. THERE ARE TIMES WHEN CAREFUL
CALCULATION AND CADTION MUST GIVE WAY TO
COURAGE .

(D) THe SHINING ANGEL - VERSE 4

ANGELS ATTENDED HIS BIRTH AND DEATH. [HERE

WAS SOMETHING STARTLING AND FEARSOME ABOUT THEIR
APPEARANCE.  MARK DESCRIBES THEM AS YOUNG MEN.
THOUGH CREATED THOUSANDS OF YEARS BEFORE THEY
WERE FOREVER YOUNG. CoOULD THIS BE AN INSIGHT
INTO RESURRECTIN REALITIES?

(D) THe StooPING - VERSE 12

IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN

THE WAY PETER AND JOHN LOOKED INTO THE TOMB

IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A GLANCE AND A GAZE.
I~ 122z

(Gohw o20 )
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II. THE PEACE FOR TROUBLED DISCIPLES - V. 36

ACCORDING TO JO 6:33, JESuS LAST WILL AND
TAMENT WAS IN SCRIPTURE, THERE IS
PEACE WITH Gop AND PEACE OF Gob, ONE FOR
JUSTIFICATION AND THE OTHER FOR SATISFACTION.
SUDDENLY JESUS APPEARED IN THE MIDST OF HIS
DISCIPLES. HE DID NOT TIPTOE OR SNEAK UPON
THEM, HE JUST APPEARED. _FOR THEIR PETRIFIED
FEAR HE OFFERED PEACE. THEY WERE NOT SURE
WHETHER THEY WERE DREAMING OR HALLUCINATING

BUT THEY WERE TERRIB AID. FOR OUR MOMENTS
0F¢11ﬂ13 HE OFFERS gLV RSES,ON PEACE!
. :I M‘;‘:,-f

[I1. THE PREACHING ABOUT THE RISEN LORD -
VERSE 47

THE SUBJECT OF RESURRECTION IS BOTH AN OLD

AND NEW TESTAMENT IDEA. IT WAS PROPHESIED

IN BOTH JOB AND THE PSALMS, THE MISSION OF
THE CHURCH IN TODAY'S WORLD IS SOMETIMES FOGGY
AND FUZZY IN THE MINDS OF CONSTITUENTS.

__DID JESUS TELL THE C ?  ANSWER:
ATTHEW ! EVERAL YEARS AGO A _STORY
APPEARED IN A CAL. R ABOUT SOME

| HOMELESS..REQRLE WHO PICKETED A RESCUE _MISSIQN.
THEY WERE PROTESTING THE FACT THAT IN ORDER

TO GET THE MEALY AT THE MISSION ONE MUST LISTEN
TO THE_MESSA€E., I|HESE HOMELESS PEOPLE WANTLD
THE.E%E%EEEEE%i F_ CHRISTIANITY BUT THEY DID
-NQT, lESTHE MESSAGE OF THE EARLY
CHURCH CENTERED AROUND THE RESURRECTION OF

CHRIST. REPENTANCE AND REMISSION OF SINS
WAS ALSO A KEY. (LUKE 13: CEe
AcTs 20:21, 11 PETER 3:9) FORGIVENESS OF SINS

DOES NOT COME FROM A PASTOR, PRIEST OR
PSYCHIATRIST OR EVEN PEOPLE IN A SUPPORT GROUP -~
ONLY FROM CHRIST. IN THE GREAT RESURRECTION
CHAPTER OF THE BIBLE THIS IS MADE VERY CLEAR.
(I Cor. 15:1-4, 14:20)

|

.
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IV, THE POWER FOR NEW MINISTRY - Verse 49

#»  [THE EARLY CHURCH DID NOT HAVE ENOUGH INFLUENCE
TO KEEP ITS LEADERS OUT OF JAIL. ITS POWER
WAS NOT IN POLITICAL ASSOCIATION. AS A MATTER
OF FACT, IN RECENT DAYS, EVEN FUNDAMENTAL
CHRISTIANITY HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED IN PRINCIPLE
WITH POLITICAL PERSONS BUT THIS HAS NOT
ENHANCED THE CHURCH'S POWER. [T SEEMS THAT
WHEN THE CHURCH RESORTS TO HUMAN ABILITY IT IS
DOOMED TO FAILURE, ITS L TASK
DEPENDS UPON—SHPERNAFURAL_POWER. [HE HOLY
SPIRIT IS BOTH THE BELIEVER AND THE CHURCH'S
SOURCE OF POWER. [HERE IS NO_SUBSTITUTE,
AFTER THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST, HIS FOLLOWERS
WERE DISCOURAGED AND-POWERLESS. [N 50 DAYS ALL
OF THAT CHANGED -({ ) THE HoLy SPIRIT
CAME DOWN AND THE ¢T~CHURCH WENT FORTH,

~ WE SHOULD BE CAREFUL TO POINT OUT THAT
PENTECOST WOULD HAVE COME WHETHER THEY TARRIED
OR NOT. IT WAS A HISTORIC DAY ON GoD'’s
CALENDAR - JUST LIKE CALVARY. THE 120
DISCIPLES TARRIED IN JERUSALEM IN OBEDIENCE
To His coMMAND. [T SIMPLY PUT THEM IN THE PLACE
WHERE GOD_COULD BLESS THEM AS HE MOVED ON THE
CHURCH. IHE SECRET OF THE EARLY CHURCH WAS IN
THE _UPPER_ROOM NOT THE SURRER-RQOOM. THE WORD
EéE%gg IN THE TEXT HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH

}EXPLAIN)
o7 6 S
V. THE PRAISE THAT WAS THE HALLMARK OF THE

EARLY CHURCH - Verse 53

THE HAPPINESS OF EASTER SHOULD HAVE NOTHING TO

.~ DO WITH WHAT WE WEAR_— UNLESS IT IS THE GARMENT
OF JoY AND PRAISE! THIS WAS NOT A BROKEN-
HEARTED REJOICING BUT ONE OF GREAT BLESSING.
JESUS CHRIST SETS THE JOY BELLS OF THE HEART
RINGING. I'M IMPRESSED WITH WHERE THIS JOY
TOOK PLACE = IN THE TEMPLE. THE WORD
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“PRAISING” 1S THE GREEK WORD FROM WHICH WE
GET THE ENGLISH WORD 0GY. A EULOGY TAKES
#™»  PLACE AT FUNERALS AND SOME JOYFUL CELEBRATIONS.
HERE IT MEANS To_sgaag_ung_ggﬁggp. SoOME
PEOPLE CHOOSE NOT TO SPEAK OF HIM AT ALL, SOME
TO NOD AND NOT SPEAK BUT FOR THE REDEEMED,
REJOICING IS PART OF REDEMPTION. [HE REASON
///;QR THE REJOICING WAS QUITE CLEAR - JESUS LIVES!
N
FR

JUNE oF 1815, ALL ENGLAND AWAITED THE NEWS
OM THE CAMPAIGN AT WATERLOO BETWEEN NAPOLEON
AND THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. THOSE WERE THE DAYS
BEFORE MODERN, RAPID COMMUNICAILJION AND_WATCHERS
WERE STATIONED ALONG THE COAST TO CATCH
MESSAGES FROM APPROACHING SATPS. FINALLY, ONE
WATCHER SAW A VESSEL AND THE MESSAGE WAS
SIGNALED "WELLINGTON DEFEATED..."” THAT WAS ALL
THE WATCHER COULD SEE BEF ANYTHING ELSE
COULD BE RECEIVED. [|HESE WORDS WERE RELAYED
.~  ACROSS ENGLAND AND THE NATION PLUNGED INTO

GLOOM AND DISPALR. HOWEVER, LATER ON, WHEN THE
FOG HAD CLEAR D, THE REST OF THE MESSAGE CAME
THROUGH - « + THE ENEMY .,

WITH THAT MESSAGE SADNESS TURNED TO .

\ {
n N/
- - ——
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RoBERT K. SPRADLING MarcH 31, 1991

RESURRECTION QUESTIONS

RESURRECTION QUESTIONS FALL INTO TWO GENERAL
CATEGORIES, PHILOSOPHICAL AND PRACTICAL.
YEARS AGO, AN ARTICLE APPEARED IN A THEOLQGICAL
JOURNAL ENTITLED “WHo ATE RoGer WiLLIAMS.”
(ROGER WILLIAMS ORGANIZED THE FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH IN AMERICA IN THE 1630's IN MAss-
ACHUSETTS.) [T SEEMED THAT A LARGE APPLE TREE
GREW UP OVER THE GRAVE OF ROGER WILLIAMS.
SOMEONE DISCOVERED THAT ONE OF THE ROOTS HAD
GONE DOWN INTO WILLIAMS' GRAVE AND OVER A
PERIOD OF TIME PEORPLE-ATE-ARRLES FROM THE TREE.
THEREFORE, THE LISTIC QUERY - WHO ATE
ROGER WILLIAmsiifﬁHE PRACTICAL SIDE OF THE
QUESTION HAS MORE TOQ DO WITH "WHAT WILL WE

IN HEAVEN? WiLL | SEE LOVED QNES
AGAIN? WHAT ABOUT-BABIES? WILL WE KNQW ONE
ANOTHER IN HEAVEN?” - ALL QUESTIONS DEALING

3

WITH DEATH AND RESURRECTION. IN JESUS’ DAY
THERE WAS INQUIRY ABOUT THE SUBJECT FROM BO
FRIEND AND FOE. FOR EXAMPLE, IN_MATTHEW

A QUESTION BY THE SADUCEES ABOUT
MARRIAGE _AND THE RESURRECTION WAS POSED TO
JESUS., THE SADUCEES WERE WEALTHY, POLITICALLY
POWERFUL, ARISTOCRATS WHO WERE OPPOSED TO
JESUS AND SOUGHT TO SNARE HIM IN A THEOLOGICAL
TRAP THAT HAD WORKED MANY TIMES BEFORE. IHEIR
INTENTION WAS TO MAKE THE RESURRECTION
SEEM SILLY AND ABSURD. I|HERE WAS AN ANCIENT
HEBREW LAW CALLED THE LEVIRATE LAW. THIS LAW
STATED THAT IF A MAN DIED CHILDLESS, HIS
BROTHER WAS UNDER LEGAL OBLIGATION TO MARRY HIS
WiDow. (COMMENT REGARDING SELECTION OF BRIDE
OF GREAT FAMILY INTEREST.) ANY CHILDREN BORN
TO THE BROTHERS WERE NOT ONLY HIS BROTHER'S
CHILDREN - BUT HIS HEIRS, LEGALLY SPEAKING.
IF A BROTHER REFUSED TO TAKE THIS DOMESTIC
RESPONSIBILITY, THE WIDOW COULD BRING HIM
BEFORE THE ELDERS OF THE CITY, REMOVE HIS
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Sand L

SANBEE, SPIT IN HIS FACE AND FOR ALL PRACTICAL
PURPOSES RUIN HIM IN THE SOCIAL COMMUNITY. IT
WAS AN ULTIMATE DISGRACE. WHAT THE SADUCEES
DID NOT REALIZE WAS THAT THEIR WHOLE PREMISE
WAS BASED ON ERROR - A FALSE ASSUMPTION THAT
LIFE IN HEAVEN WOULD BE LIKE LIFE ON EARTH. JESUS
MADE IT VERY CLEAR THAT RELATIONSHIPS THERE
WILL BE DIFFERENT, BETTER, GREATER,_ ABOVE
ANYTHING MEN HAVE KNOWN ON EARTH. ~THE SADUCEES
STOOD IN STUNNED SILENCE AS JESUS ANSWERED THEIR
UNANSWERABLE QUESTION!

[. WHO SHALL ROLL THE STONE AWAY? - Mark 16:3

THIS QUESTION WAS POSED BY THREE WOMEN WHO
CAME TO THE TOMB ON THE FIRST EASTER SUNDAY
MORNING, [HE LAST TIME THEY HAD LOOKED AT THE
GARDEN TOMB A LARGE, WHEEL-SHAPED STONE
WEIGHING SEVERAL TONS HAD BEEN ROLLED IN FRONT
OF THE DOOR OF THE TOMB TO CLOSE AND SEAL IT.
THAT STONE PRESENTED OR PROPOSED A BARRIER
THEY DID NOT KNOW HOW TO OVERCOME. SIMPLY
STATED, HOW WOULD THEY GET INSIDE TO ANOINT
THE BODY OF JESUS? THERE WAS NOBODY WILLING
OR AVAILABLE TO MOVE THE STONE. IT NEVER
ENTERED THEIR MIND THAT THE STONE MIGHT ALREADY
BE MOVED!

, JUST LIKE IT WOULD NEVER OCCUR
TO US. JESUS DID NOT NEED THEIR OR ANYONE
ELSE'S HELP GETTING OUT OF THE TOMB. HE couLD
HAVE EXITED THE TOMB WITH THE STONE STILL IN
PLACE. [T _WAS MOVED TO LET THEM IN, NOT LET

HIM ouTx AS FOR THEIR ENWUERE®S®S. NOT HIS
EXIT. POINT:) THE ANTICIPATED, EXPECTED
OBSTACLE —HAD ALREADY BEEN MOVED BEFORE THEY

ARRIVED,  THAT WHICH THEY HAD DREADED MOST
PROVED NO PROBLEM WHATSOEVER. ONE MIGHT WONDER
WHY THEY DID NOT TURN BACK IN THE FACE OF SUCH
DIFFICULTY. WHY DID THEY GO ON IN THE FACE OF
AN UNMOVABLE OBJECT? WHY DIDN'T THEY GO HOME
AND FORGET IT? SIMPLY STATED, THEIR DEVOTION
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To CHRIST WAS_GREATER THAN THE DIFFICULTIES
THEY FACED. [HEY LEARNED AS DO WE THAT

IS IN THE STONE MovING—BusiNEss! J. D. JoNEs
REMINDS HIS READERS THAT THERE IS A KIND OF

SANCIIEIED#%ECKLESSNEQQ REQUIRED IN TRUE
SERVICE TO LHRIST. HERE ARE TIMES WHEN-CAREFUL

CALCULATION IS CALLED FOR IN CHRISTIAN SERVICE
BUT THERE ARE ALSO TIMES WHEN <AUILON IS THROWN
TO THE WIND AND COURAGE IS REQUIRED FOR THE
TASK.,

I1. WHY SEEK YE THE LIVING AMONG THE DEAD? -
Luke 24:4

THIS VERSE MIGHT BE TRANSLATED "THE Livine ONE
WITH THE DEAD ONES.” AN _ANGEL WAS TALKING.
THAT ALONE WOULD GET OUR ATTENTION AND IN MOST
CASES SATISFY THE INQUIRERS. THEY CAME
SEEKING JESUS AND WOULD BE SATISFIED WITH
NOTHING LESS, NOTHING ELSE, INCLUDING DIALOGUE
WITH ANGELS. [HE ANGEL STATED A STARTLING
FACT - HE IS ALIVE - NOT DEAD BUT ALIVE.

THERE WAS NOBODY IN THE TOMB, ONLY EMPTY GRAVE
CLOTHES. IHE TOMB WAS EMPTY. THE LIVING DO
NOT LINGER IN THE CEMETERY BECAUSE CHRISTIANITY
1S NOT A RELIGION OF DEATH BUT ONE OF LIFE.

HE 1s ALIVE. THROUGHOUT CHRIST'S EARTHLY

MINISTRY THE EMPHASIS WAS ON '
REPEATEDLY JESUS TALKED ABOUT THE
AND THE FACT THAT HE WAS THE RESURRE 0

THE LIFE AND THAT LIFE IN ETERNITY DEPENDED ON
KNOWING HIM. (JoHN 11:25) PLEASE NOTE, HE
THE RESURRECTION!

ONE wHo DIED FOR THREE DAYS

THE ENDLESS AGES. _
ONCE AGAIN THE EMPHA ON L

L1ivine LORD ENCOURAGES HIS LIVING SERVANTS WHO
ARE LIVING STONES IN A LIVING BUILDING TO
PREACH A LIVING MESSAGE THAT BRINGS LIFE TO
SPIRITUALLY DEAD PEOPLE!
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IT11. WHY ARE YOU TROUBLED? WHY DO DOUBTS
ARISE IN YOUR MINDS? - Luke 24:36-43

THE DISCIPLES HAD BEEN PRESENT TO OBSERVE THE
RESURRECTION OF LAZRUS, THE WIDOW’'S SON OF NAIN,
AND JARIUS' DAUGHTER BUT SOMEHOW THEY DID NOT
BELIEVE JESUS COULD RAISE HIMSELF FROM THE
DEAD! TO THEM, IT LOOKED LIKE EVERYTHING WAS
LOST - THEIR CAUSE HAD COLLAPSED AT THE
CRUCIFIXION SO THEY WENT FISHING., WHEN JESus
APPEARED TO THEM, THEY THOUGHT THEY WERE SEEING
A GHOST AND WERE PANIC STRICKEN. [HE WORD
TERRIFIED IN THE TEXT MEANS TROUBLED, AGITATED,
STIRRED-UP, EXCITED OR "SHOOK UP. THEIR
EMOTIONS WERE IN A STATE OF SHOCK. How couLD
THIS BE YET BEFORE THEM STOOD THE PERSON OF
CHRIST AND THE RESURRECTION CONFIRMED BY SUCH

A SIMPLE THING AS A MEAL OF FISH AND HONEYCOMB.
ALL OF THIS SEEMED TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE. WHAT

HE SAID WOULD HAPPEN DID HAPPEN AND THEY FOUND
IT HARD TO BELIEVE. IRONICALLY, IT WAS NOT A
TIME TO BE TERRIFIED BUT A TIME TO TRUST. Our
LORD TOUCHED HIS TROUBLED DISCIPLES AND BROUGHT
PEACE TO THE PALPITATIONS OF THEIR HEARTS.

THE APPLICATION IS VERY simpLE: WE, LIKE THOSE
DISCIPLES, DOUBT WHAT JESUS SAYS. WE, T00, ARE
TROUBLED., HE GIVES HIS PEACE FOR, OUR PROBLEMS.
( lll) (fansret Gop

IV, WOMAN, WHY WEEPEST THOU? WHO SEEKEST
THOU -Joun 20:15

OTHER GOSPELS TELL HOW THREE LADIES CAME TO
THE TOMB BUT J OHN SINGLES OUR MARY MAGDALENE
AND HER SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP TO JESUS ON THAT
FIRST EASTER MORNING. [THIS WAS NO PLACE FOR
A SOLITARY WOMAN BUT HER DEVOTION TO JESUS
CAUSED HER TO PRESS THROUGH THE DARKNESS INTO
THE DAWN. IT WAS A SCENE IN A GARDEN, NEAR A
GRAVE AND FILLED WITH GRIEF. IT WAS A Two-
SIDED STORY FEATURING THE SADNESS OF
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SEPARATION AND THE GLADNESS OF RECOGNITION,
PETER AND JOHN HAD COME TO THE GRAVE AND WERE
GONE. |HEY LEFT THE TOMB FOR THE SAME REASON
SHE LINGERED THERE BECAUSE JESUS WAS NOT THERE!
SUPPOSING JESUS TO BE THE GARDNER, SHE SOUGHT
INFORMATION BUT NO CONSOLATION AND RECEIVED
BOTH WHEN JESUS SPOKE HER NAME. SHE CAME
LOOKING FOR JESUS AND FOUND _HIM, OR MORE
ACCURATELY, HE FOUND HER. TH

E~EMPIY._CROSS
AND THE rEM.EH_IQM.B. THE ANSWER TO THE...EME]J
UESTION: S jnun LIFE_EMPTY?
CCORDING TO-JOHN L0, OUR LORD CAME TO LIVE,
DIE ONMNA CROSS, BE RAISED_AGAIN IN ORDER TO

MAKE LLEE-WORTFH-tJMIG, [HE MESSAGE OF THE
RESURRECTION IS OUR BADNESS AND SADNESS MAY

BE TURNED TO GLADNESS WHEN WE COME TO CHRIST.
e Kinve"
"He Do o EmpTy




RoBERT K. SPRADLING EASTER MESSAGE
ApriL 15, 1990

“WHAT THEY SAW AT THE RESURRECTION"
Joun 20

PEcGY NOONAN'S BEST SELLING BOOK ABOUT
THE RONALD REAGAN PRESIDENCY AND HER PART AS
ONE OF HIS SPEECH WRITERS, IS ENTITLED
WuaT 1 Saw AT THE REVOLUTION. SHE VIEWS THE
REAGAN YEARS AS DRAMATIC POLITICAL CHANGE —&,
ATt 48 @ REVOLUTION, SHE WAS AND IS s
A REAGAN ADMIRER. HOWEVER THE BOOK ENDS ON
A NOTE OF DISAPPOINTMENT. ALL POLITICIANS
INCLUDING HER POLITICAL HEROES HAVE CLAY FEET.
FOR EXAMPLE SHE SAYS IN THE EPILOGEE "DoN’T
FALL IN LOVE WITH_POLITICIANS, THEY ARE ALL A
DISAPPOINTMENT, JTHEY CAN'T HELP IT, THEY JUST
ARE. BEWARE OF THE POLITICALLY OBSESSED.
THEY ARE OFTEN BRIGHT AND INTERESTING, BUT
THEY HAVE SOMETHING MISSING IN THEIR NATURES;
THERE IS A HOLE, AN EMPTY PLACE, AND THEY
USE POLITICS TO USE II UP, [T LEAVES THEM
SOMEHOW MISSHAPEN.” THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS
WERE STUNNED AND SAD AFTER HIS CRUCIFIXION.
THEIR HOPES FOR A KINGDOM HAD BEEN DASHED TO
THE GROUND. [HEY WERE CRUSHED AND-CONFUSED-
BUT NOT DISAPPOINTED IN JESUST THERE WERE
NO FUNERAL DIRECTORS IN JESUS DAY SO FRIENDS
GATHERED, WASHED AND WRAPPED HIS BLOOD STAINED
BODY IN BROAD BANDS OF WHITE LINEN WITH HERBS
AND SPICES ENFOLDED. A WHITE CLOTH CALLED
A NAPKIN OR HANDKERCHIEF WAS PLACED ON THE FACE
AND THEN THE BODY LAID IN A NITCH ON A ROCK
LEDGE INSIDE THE TOMB. A HUGE WHEEL LIKE
ROUND STONE WEIGHING W#Nen THOUSANDS OF POUNDS
WAS THEN ROLLED OVER THE ENTRANCE TO KEEP
OUT BEASTS AND GRAVE ROBBERS. IN CHRIST'S CASE
A ROMAN SEAL AND SOLDIERS WERE ADDED. [HIS
HAD ALL HAPPENED AND IT WAS DAWNING THE FIRST

DAY OF THE WEEK WHEN JOHN BEGAN HIS STORY
IN THIS CHAPTER. PROMIS
TO RETURN FROM THE DEAD THROUGH OUT H .
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MOHAMAD'S FRIENDS REALLY BELIEVED HE, WOULD
RETURN FROM THE GRAVE. HARRY
MASTER MAGICIAN, PREDICTED THAT HE WOULD RE-
TURN FROM THE GRAVE AND PERFORM HIS GREATEST
~ TRICK., HIS FRIENDS WAITED IN VAIN, WHEN
JESUS DIED THE WORLD AND ESPECIALLY HIS
ENEMIES WERE SURE THAT THEY WERE FINISHED WITH
JESUS FOREVER. NO OTHER PERSON IN HUMAN HISTORY
HAS SO INFLUENCED AND CHANGED THE WORLD FOR
GOOD., |HE STORY OF HIS RESURRECTION DID NOT
DEVELOP OVER A LONG PERIOD OF YEARS BUT WAS
FULL BLOWN THREE DAYS AFTER HIS DEATH. [HE
GOSPEL THAT WAS TO BE PREACHED ALL OVER
THE WORLD AND CHRISTIANITY WOULD HAVE COL-
LAPSED UNDER HIS OWN WEIGHT IF THE ROMAN
AUTHORITIES COULD HAVE FOUND A CORPSE. T[HERE
WOULD HAVE BEEN NO CHURCH AND NO CHURCH-AGE
IF _THAT WOULD HAVE HAPPENED BUT IT DIDN'T
AND COULDN'T HAPPEN! THE GOSPEL IS NOT JUST
A STORY ABOUT JESUS TELLING OF HIS LIFE AND
MINISTRY BUT IT IS A LIFE GIVING MESSAGE_THAT
£ ,PUTS MEN IN TOUCH WITH HIM PERSONALLY. THE
GOSPEL IS NOT ABOUT THE GREATNESS OF A DEAD
HERQE BUT THE FORGIVENESS OF A LIVING SAVIOUR,
WILLIAM BARKLEY HAS POINTED OUT O GREAT FACTS
THE RESURRECTION ATTESTS:
1. TRUTH IS STRONGER THAN A LIE.

2. GooD IS STRONGER THAN EVIL.
3, LOVE 1S STRONGER THAN HATE.
4, LIFE IS STRONGER THAN DEATH.

IN THE LIGHT_OF OUR SUBJECT, THE TEXT BEFORE
US FEATURES 3 GREEK WORDS:

(1), BLEPQ - VERSE 5. [T MEANS TO PEEP

OR TO G AT SOMETHING QUICKLY.
. JHEQOREOQ - VERSE b, [HIS MEANS TO
GAZE OR STUDY SOMETHING CAREFULLY. [T MEANS
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TO OBSERVE. [IHE ENGLISH WORD THEATRE COMES
FROM THIS WORD,

OrAQO - VERSE 8. [T MEANS TO PER-
CEIVE_OR GOMRREHEND - TO TAKE HEED.

THE DIFFERENCE IN THESE WORDS MAY BE

THE FOLLOWING ORDER.
SUGGESTS THE WAY MEN IN CHURCH
TODAY _EDOK AT THE OUTELTS LADIES ARE WEARING,

THE WORD THE [HEQOREQQ SUGGESTS THE
WAY LOOK AT OTHER ;g@;gg OUTFITS,

E%%%é THE WORD .QRAQQ. SUGGESTS THE WAY YQU

AT YOUR OUTFIT. -
I. PETER AND JOHN SAW THE EMPTY TOMB AND THE

ORDERLY GRAVE CLOTHES-Jonn 20:2-8

THE RESURRECTION PROMPTED A GOOD DEAL OF
RUNNING. (vs. 2,4) THERE WAS EXCITMENT OVER
THE NEWS OF AN EMPTY TOMB AND JOHN PROVED
TO BE THE FASTER RUNNER., (SOMEONE HAS SUG-
GESTED THAT PETER LIKE MANY PREACHERS HAD
BECOME AN "ARCH” BISHOP AND THAT HIS "“ARCH”
GOT IN THE WAY OF HIS FEET.

A. THE EmpTY TOMB

[F ONE COULD GO TO THE TOMB OF MOHAMAD
OR CONFUCIHS OR BUDQA ONE WORD WOULD DESCRIBE
THEM ALL -"occupIED”, ONE wWOULD FIND IN THOSE
TOMBS THE REMAINS OF THE FOUNDER OF THAT
RELIGION. BUT THE TOMB OF JESUS, ONE WORD
PREVAILS - "EMPTY.” THERE WAS NOBODY INSIDE,
THE EMPTY TOMB COULD HAVE MEANT THAT BODY
SNATCHERS HAD DONE THEIR WORK WELL. HOWEVER,
THERE WERE OTHER FEATURES THAT SPEAK TO EVIDENCE
THAT IS CONTRARY TO THIS THINKING,

B. THE GRAVE CLOTHES

THE BODY OF JESUS DOWN IN A COCOON TYPE
BURIAL POSTURE. THERE WAS SOMETHING UNUSUAL
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ABOUT THE DISGARDED GRAVE CLOTHES— THEY DID
NOT LOOK DISGARDED! THE APPEARANCE OF THE
GRAVECLOTHES WAS AS IF A BODY DISOLVED ATHROUGH
THE COCOON TO REAPPEAR ON THE OUTSIDE. [IHERE
WAS ORDERLINESS AND TIDINESS THAT LEFT THE
IMPRESSION THAT THE ONE WHO DEPARTED THE TOMB
HAD DONE SO NOT IN HASTE LEAVING A MESS BEHIND
AS ONE WOULD EXPECT OF THIEVES, THE REMAINS
DECLARED THAT "HE REMAINS!

I1. MARY MAGDALENE SAW TWO ANGELS AND THE
RISEN CHRIST -JOHN 20: 11-18

Tue N.T. sPeEaks oF”MANY Marys? “THERE

ARE SOME / OR 8 PROMINENT MARYS NOT THE LEAST
OF WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF JESUS AND MARY OF
BETHANY - SISTER TO MARTHA AND LAzARUS. THE
WORD MAGDALENE IS NOT HER LAST NAME BUT A
REFERENCE TO A FISHING VILLAGE ON THE WEST BANK
ON THE SEA OF GALILEE WHICH WAS PROBABLY HER
HOME TOWN. THE "MAR¥S” OF THE BIBLE WERE OFTEN
PEOPLE. OF GREAT DEVOTION. IN THIS CASE DEATH
DID NOT DAMPEN MARY'S DEVOTION,

SOMETHING FOR MARY THAT NOBODY ELSE COULD DO-
HE DEALT WITH THE DEMONS THAT TORMENTED HER

AND SHE NEVER FORGOT OR GOT OVER IT. SHE CAME
TO THE TOMB BEFORE THE OTHERS. SHE WAS_EIRST
TO ARRIVED AT THE CEMETARY. ALONE AND BEFORE
DAYLIGHL., SLEEP AND gﬁgg%% WERE NOT HER CONCERN
[T IS NOT CLEAR THAT S ENTIFY THE TWO MEN
AS ANGELS. HOWEVER, EVEN ANGELS COULD NOT
DISPEL HER TEARS. FOR MOST, ENCOUNTER WITH AN
ANGEL WOULD HAVE BEEN ENOUGH _TO CHANGE ONES
MOOD FOREVER. [HINK OF THE T.V. APPEARANCES,
BOOKS, SEMINARS, VIDEOS, SONGS THAT MIGHT HAVE
BEEN COMPOSED BY ONE WHO HAD SEEN AN ANGEL.
HOWEVER MARY—WOULD-NEVER..BE.SATISEIED WITH
=SUBSTITUIES., ANGELS, GARBENERS, NO ONE ELSE
COULD SUBSTITUTE FOR THE LORD JEsuS CHRIST.
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APPLICATION: SOMEONE HAS SUGGESTED THERE ARE

LEAST FIVE SIGNIFICANT FACTS ABOUT MARY's
ATTITUDE ABOUT CHRIST.
LOVE LINGERS WHEN OTHERS HAVE GONE.

. ’{’-__/' .‘:_‘-,C\ fal Al ( <L [’ T ZQ.C%W— o /'/y” S )
=% (2) LOVE TAKES RISKE, (4 Oc-fuy
o Ao = a3 S,ﬂ-’:z':/ — L S
(3) LOVE SEEKS MORE.THAN TALK WITH %</
CELEBRITLES; .. 0 ‘._EU:«:; — Lt f‘:_'(f__/\k .{/‘{_ Syie T —

(4) LoVE HEARS AND FEELS BETTER THAN
IT SEES.— A7 s el el Toir —

(5) LoVE OBEYS WHEN IT DOES NOT FULLY
UNDERSTANDS .

THE 5TH_IDEA DEALS WITH A PROBLEM PASSAGE IN
VERSE 17. WHY wouLD JEsus TELL MARY TO DO
WHAT HE INVITED THOMAS TO DO? THE LANGUAGE
OF THE GREEK TEXT AND THE PRESENT TENSE HELPS.

IT LITERALLY MEANS “DON’T CONTINUE TO CLING
TO ME". THAT Is, JESUS RELATIONSHIP TO HIS
DISCIPLES WOULD NOT BE ON A SENSF BASIS OF
FEELING BUT RATHER ON A EAITH BASLs. (EXPLAIN).

ITI. THE DISCIPLES AND THOMAS SAW HIS HANDS

AND HIS SIDE - JOHN 20:19-28

NOT MUCH IS SAID ABOUT THE DISCIPLES WHO
WERE PRESENT AT THE FIRST APPEARANCE OF CHRIST.
BUT THE EMPHASIS SEEMS TO BE ON THE FACT THAT
THOMAS WAS ABSENT. WE DO NOT KNOW WHERE OR WHY
HE WAS NOT THERE. LIKE ANY GROUP OF PEOPLE
THERE WERE ALL-KINDS OF DISCIPLES,
JOHN, IMPETUQUS PETER, -INQUIRING ANDREW AND

THoMAS. THOMAS WAS A TWIN. HE was

“) TOUGH WHEN IT CAME TO HEARSAY. HE WANTED

EVIDENCE. HE DID NOT BELIEVE BECAUSE SOMEONE
ELSE SAW SOMETHING, HE HAD TO SEE IT WITH HIS
OWN EYES. HE WAS “A STUBBORN SAINT”. HE was
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THE “MAN FROM Mi1ssour1”., WHAT HE BELIEVED HAD
TO MAK NSE AND HAD TO APPEAL &&m$ TO THE
SENSE A MAN TOLD BILLY SUNDAY THAT HE DID
NOT BELIEVE IN ANYTHING HE DID NOT SEE - SUNDAY
ASKED IF HE HAD EVER SEEN HIS BRAIN?)

THOMAS” DECLARATION OF DEITY IS ONE OF THE
STARTLING AND HIGHLY SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS

IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE., AcCCORDING TO JoHN 20:31,
THIS BOOK WAS NOT WRITTEN T

QEILL _THE HEAD
L LTH EA BUT TO FILL THE HEART WITH FAITH.
(QUESTION: > WHAT HAVE YOU SEEN. TODAY? THE
RISEN SAVIOUR TELLS US THERE IS HOPE BEYOND

THE CEMETARY. HE DOES NOT ASK US TO FIGURE
IT OUT BUT TO FOLLOW HIM THROUGH DEATH INTO
RESURRECTION.




RoBERT K. SPRADLING MarcH 26, 1989

A BETTER RESURRECTION
HEBREWS 11:25

/]A PASTOR ENTERED A HOSPITAL ROOM WHERE A
PATIENT WAS WEEPING. _[HE LADY HAD JUST HAD
A VISIT FROM A WELL-MEANING CHRISTIAN WHO
ASSURED HER THAT IT WAS GoD’'S WILL FOR HER
TO BE_HEALED EVEN THOUGH HER DOCTOR HAD SAID
THE ILLNESS WAS TERMINAL. TIHE PATIENT WAS
CONFUSED, FRIGHTENED AND_FEEL ING GUILTY
FOR HER APPARENT LACK OF FAITH. [HE PASTOR
READ THIS VERSE FROM HEBREWS TO HER SHOWING
THAT GOD DOES.NOT_ALWAYS HEAL EVERYRODY,
I"AGK OF PHYSICAL HEALING IS MOT NECESSARILY
AN INDICATION OF {sA@K OF FAITH. SOMETIMES
IT TAKES MORE FAITH Egﬁgugg&g AFFLICTION
THAN TO ESC 17! OR EXAMPLE, TH
~  CHILDREN WE%E NOT SHORT ON FAITH BUT THEIR
DELIVERANCE WAS BY NO MEANS A SURE THING

IN THEIR MINDS AS REFLECTED IN DaNTEI 3:16-18:
< [E_IT BE SO, OUR GOD WHOM WE SERVE ;
TO DELIVER US FROM THE BURNING FIRE

0 KING, HAT WE W1
ﬁﬁE GoD CHOOSES NOT TO R TO GOOD
ALTH, WE ARE HELPED IN KNOWIN& THAT HE WILL
‘ﬁﬁéﬁﬁ!ﬂé!*ﬁ TO A BETTER LIFE THROUGH A BETTER
) + THIS VERSE, LOCATED IN THE
CHAPTER OF THE BIBLE, REFERS TO
W WHO WERE JUST AS MUCH PEOPLE OF
ATTH=AS TH 0SE NAMES ARE MENTIONED.
FoRr THESE% THE PRICE FOR _LIFE_WAS
TOO GREAT. JJENIAL OF THEIR FAITH WAS T0O
o GREAT A PRICE TO PAY FOR LIFE SO THEY

RATHER THAN Y THEIR FAITH. FoRr -
THERE WAS SOM -

STHING BETIER - A BETIER
m HIS IS THE MESSAGE OF EASTER -
THE GRAVE. LET US EXAMINE SEVERAL

FACETS OF THE “BETTER RESURRECTION,”
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[. A BETTER RESURRECTION PROVIDES A BETTER
HOPE - HeBrews 7:19, I Cor. 15:19

MANY PEOPLE SUBSCRIBE TO THE IDEA AS LONG
AS THERE 1S LIFE THERE 1S HOPE RBUT WHEN LIFE
IS GONE SO IS HOPE, IN OTHER womas,g

. (COMMENT EUNIC
SPRADLING 0 PEOPLE, DOES NOT

STOP, xiﬁﬁﬁékTO THE GRAVE DO N OP, BUT

ALL REAL TO SEE THE LOVED ONE AGAIN IS

REDUCED TO N.L.EH.EI.H_‘LH.LNW GUESSES AND
THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT THE BELIEVER

; HOPE THAT DEATH CANNOT DESTROY.
PETER 1: IN THIS VERSE, PETER PRAISES

Gon-F > MERCY AND FOR NEW LIFE AND NEW

HOPE, (INTERESTINGLY, THE HOPE IS KEPT IN
E STORY IS TOLD OF A PERSON WHO VISITED

HﬁAVEN, THE HOPERS ARE KEPT ON EARTH!)
~

PSYCHIATRIC INSTITUTION WHILE HE WAS A
STUDENT IN COLLEGE. (NE MAN IN THE
INSTITUTION WAS TOLD BY THE DOCTORS THAT
THERE WAS NO KNOWN CURE FOR HIS ILLNESS, THE
MAN BEGGED FOR _ONE RAY OF HOPE BUT NONE
WAS GIVEN, THE LAST WEEKS OF HIS LIFE WERE
LIMITED TO A SMALL, BARRED ROOM WHERE HE
PACED UP AND DOWN IN AGONY MUTTERING TWO

N WORD?”OVER AND OVER AGAIN - "NO HOPE, NO

N

BY CONTRAST RELATE_THE INCIDENT
oF Nick M. wHO sPokKE oF A 30%Z CHANCE OF
SURVIVAL REGARDING HIS SURGERY. HE DID NOT
MENTION THE /0% CHANCE oF FAILURE!) OuR HOPE
IS BETTER EECAUSE IT RESTS ON BETTER
PROMISES. BECAUSE s Mg
_LIVEss DEATH COULD NO$ M ﬁﬁ%ﬂ

HOLD THE CHRISTIAN. (JoHN 11:25, REV 1:18)
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IT. A BETTER RESURRECTION PROMISES A
BETTER HOMELAND - Herrews 11:10, 15-16

TWO THOUSAND YEARS BEFORE CHRIST WAS BORN,
ABRAHAM LIVED IN UR IN THE COUNTRY OF
MESOPOTAMIA NOow MODERN IRA@. HE LEFT Ur
m TO RETURN AND MNEMER TO LIVE IN A CITY
. HE SPENT HIS LIFE A NOMAD WITH NO
PERMANENT RESIDENCE. HE OWNED NO PROPERTY
IN CANAAN EXCEPT THE SMALL BURIAL_PLACE OF
HIS BELQVED WIFE SARAH (GENESIS 23:1-20)
ABRAHAM'S TRUE HOMELAND WAS GLORYLAND,
HEAVEN WAS HISfaﬁiiég*EﬁﬂN AND HE WAS NOT
Jiiii@i?D FROM IT WAS BY FAITH
HE K HIS EYE ON THE GOAL. ABRAHAM IS
CALLEnihﬁiiﬁééﬂbANn A STRANGER., [HAT IS
TO SAY, ENCE WAS IN A COUNTRY
NOT OF HIS BIRTH_BUT ONE THROUGH WHICH HE
WAS TRAVELING, ESSRSAID OF THE
BELIEVER., (I P 2:1 THE LORD'S
PEOPLE ARE.NEVERmREALLYL AT H IN THIS
WORLD, THEY ARE PA , PRESSING ON
O A HOMELAND WITH CHRIST. ACCORDING TO

“*”ifT HILIPPIANS 3:2(0), THE BELIEVER'S CITIZENSHIP

IS CELESTIAL IN NATURE.((CA BLACK PREAC
_WAS FOND OF USING THEMQ.MH,A_, w

”miﬁiiSTATEs-

0 FOR_ONLY THE UREI T
HERE ARE TWO_INTERESTING MORE

FAMILIES IN SCRIPTURE. THE

IN ROMANS AND THE‘giﬁTgﬂﬂﬁéf IN REVELATION,
(COMPARE Romans 5:9, AND REVELATION
21:1-4, 22:5) WHEN IT COMES TO TEARS, SORROW,
PAIN, SICKNESS, HUNGER, NIGHT AND DEATH -

HESE WILL ALL BE_M_%E IN HEAVEN,
//TTEAMS OF GOSPEL MUSICI ARE NOT NEW.

ABOUT THE TIME OF THE CiviL WAR TWO MEN
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NAMED BENNETT AND WEBSTER LIVED IN A SMALL
TOWN IN WISCONSIN., WEBSTER WAS GIVEN TO

DEPRESSION AND MOODINESS. So BENNETT OFTEN
GAVE HIM IDEAS FOR SONGS TO PULL HIM OUT OF
THE DOLDRUMS. ONE DAY WEBSTER WALKED INTO
‘THE DRUG STORE OWNED BY BENNETT, WALKED TO
‘THE BACK OF THE STORE, STOOD BY THE STOVE

AND SAID NOTHING. \T'S THE MATTER?"
/ANSWER, "NOIHING - WILL BE ALRIGHT BY

_AND—B¥.” THE LILT OF THAT PHRASE "IT WILL

| BE ALRIGHT BY AND BY” STUCK IN BENNETT'S
MIND. HE SAT DOWN QUICKLY AT A TARLE AND
WROTE THE WORDS TO A HYMN WITH THE RECURRING

PHRASE "IHE_SMEEI_Eﬁ:AHQﬁ%%ﬁ" HIS HE DID
IN A FEW MINUTES., HE HA THE WORK TO
WEBSTER WHOSE EYES LIT UP AND IN A MATTER
oF A0 _MINUTES OR LESS, THAT HYMN WHICH THE
CHURCH HAS BEEN SINGING FOR OVER A HUNDRED
YEARS CAME INTO BEING. [HE_MESSAGE OF THE
HYMN IS THE MESSAGE OF THE_BIBLE..(R
ARTICLE IN CURRENT ISSUE OF
SUBJECT OF HEAVEN,)

[IT. A BETTER RESURRECTION PREVIEWS
A BETTER HOMAGE - Rev. 4:11,
Rev. 5:1-13

[T 1S POSSIBLE TO ATTEND

. _VANCE HAVNER SAYS
ESPECIALLY ABOUT EASTER SERVICES THAT SOME
ATTEND TO CLOSE THEIR EYES AND OTHERS TO
EYE THEIR CLOTHES. HE ALSO SAYS THAT MANY
WORSHIP SERVICES START AT 11 0'cLOCK SHARP
AND STOP AT 12 o’cLock puLL! JOHN LOOKED
INTO THE FUTURE IN PROPHETIC VISION AND
SAW ALL OF THE INTELLIGENT BEINGS OF THE
UNIVERSE WORSHIPPING Gop. [T wAS NoT JESuS
CHRIST THE TEACHER, LEADER OR GREAT EXAMPLE
BUT CHRIST THE REDEEMER, THE LAMB BEARING
THE MARKS OF HIS CRUCIFIXION, [THE LAMB
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IS THE CENTRAL SUBJECT IN HEAVEN., QUESTION:
[F THE LAMB AND HIS FINISHED WORK AT CALVARY
IS THE CENTRAL SUBJECT OF HEAVEN, SHOULDN'T
IT BE THE PRIMARY EMPHASIS ON EARTH? By
THE WAY IN THIS SCENE THERE ARE FOUR
SIGNIFICANT FACTORS PRESENTED:

(1) WorsHIP ”L"Sj_é_w_zj' % WMER.

( UsIc - —_—
(3
(L
I

#

FELLOWSHIP
REUNION

. A BETTER RESURRECTION PLEDGES A BETTER
HOUSE - IT Cor. 5:1, I Cor. 15:39-49

OUR EARFHNY-HOUSE MENTIONED IN THE TEXT IS
A REFERENCE TO OUR EARTHLY..BQRY. ONE DAY
IT WILL BE DISSOLVED, THAT IS DESTROYED OR
DIE, [THE NIV SAYS THAT “WE HAVE A BUILDING
OF GOD, AN ETERNAL HOUSE IN HEAVEN, NOT
BUILT BY HUMAN HANDS.” OUR OLD HOUSE IS
GETTING OLDER EVERY DAY. USUALLY CAREFUL
REFLECTION ON DECAYING BODIES IS RESERVED
FOR THE OLD AND THE SICK BUT IT DOES AFFECT
THE YOUNG T0O._ [N HER_BOOK ENTITLED A STEP
FURTHER, JONI ERIKSON TADA TELLS OF HER VISIT

= AN
—

|IN A HOSPITAL TO A HANDICAPPED 15 YEAR OLD

BOY. HE HAD BEEN INVOLVED IN A FIST FIGHT
jAT SCHOOL, FELL AND STRUCK HIS HEAD ON THE
/GYMN FLOOR, WAS IN A COMA FOR A LONG TIME
|[AND AWAKENED PARALYZED FROM THE NECK DOWN,

/THE EXTENT OF THE PARALYSIS WAS SHATTERING.

THE ONLY THING HE COULD DO WAS TURN HIS HEAD
AND BLINK HIS EYES. IT TOOK MONTHS TO
ACCOMPLISH THAT SMALL TASK. IN ORDER TO
COMMUNICATE WITH OTHERS THIS YOUNG MAN NAMED
RIC% LEARNED TO BLINK HIS EYELIDS IN A KIND

F “Morse CoDE”, ABLE TO MAKE PEOPLE TO
UNDERSTAND WHAT HE WANTED TO CONVEY. JONI
TOLD HIM THERE WOULD BE A DAY WHEN BOTH SHE
AND HE WOULD HAVE A NEW BODY IN HEAVEN.
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SHE sAID: "1 DON’'T KNOW ABOUT YOU, BUT WHEN

] WAS ON MY FEET, | NEVER THOUGHT MUCH ABOUT

HEAVEN., | PICTURED IT AS A BORING PLACE
WHERE EVERYONE WORE ANGEL COSTUMES....BUT

SINCE | HAVE LOST THE USE OF MY BODY, |'VE
LEARNED THAT ONE DAY I'M GOING TO TRADE IT
IN FOR A NEW ONE. NO ANGEL'S WINGS, JUST

HANDS THAT WORK, FEET THAT WALK., THINK OF

WORKING, TALKING ABOUT ALL KINDS OF IHlNﬁ&
M SURE JONI ERIK: AD/ =Y PR
THE SENTIMEN PED PERS
IN THE [ Cor
RESURRECTION BODY IS COMPARED TO A SEED
PLANTED IN THE GROUND THAT SPROUTS AND RISES
TO NEW BEGINNING, SO IT WILL BE IN THE
RESURRECTION. THE BELIEVER'S NEW RODY RISES
FROM THE GRAVE. SOMEONE HAS COMPARED IT
TO A CATERPILLER IN ITS COCOON, BREAKING OUT
OF TTS RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT TO BRE A NEW
AND BEAUTIFUL CREATURE.

\\;T, WE'LL BE ON OUR FEET RUNNING, WALKING,




ROBERT K. SPRADLING APRIL 1, 1984

IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST WE GLORY
Py GALATIQNS 6:14

£S12_Joun BOWRING WAS A SKILLED LINQUIST
WHO COULD SPEAK MORE THAN A DOZEN LANGUAGES,
HIS WORK AS A _MERCHANT, IN THE &MRORI_BUSINESS
TOOK HIM ALL OVER THE WORLD. WHEN
S SETTLED ON THE SOUTH
COAST OF CHINA THEY BUILD A-MASSIVE
BAIHEDRAL ON A HILL OVERLOOKING A HARBOR.
VER THE CENTURIES, THE STRUCTURE CRUMBLED
AND COLLAPSED EXCEPT FOR THE -ERONT_WALL
WHICH PRESENTED AN IMPOSING FACADE AS A
MONUMENT TO THEIR WORK. ON THE TOP OF THE
BELL _TOWER OF THAT FRONT WALL STOOD A GREAT
.bﬂuumui_ggggs AND IT COULD BE SEEN BY SHIPS
PASSING BY IN THE HARBOR BELOW, BOWRING
TOOK NOTE OF THE STRUCTURE WHEN HE WAS
) [-GovERNOROF HONG KONG IN 1825. THE SCENE
SO IMPRESSED HIM THAT HE WROTE A_POEM WHICH
ITHAMAR CONKEY, A BAPTIST CHURCH ORGANIST
L IN CONNECTICUT, SET TO MUSIC IN-—1849,
THE POEM READ “IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST I
GLORY, TOWERING O’'ER THE WRECKS OF TIME,
ALL THE LIGHT OF SACRED STORY, GATHERS

~LROUND ITS HEAD SUBLIME,” THE_BUILDERS
0 EDR,

EADED_INTO HISTORY BUT THE CROSS OF EHRIST
STANDS.. IT IS THE .S OF CHRISTIANITY
END THE MAGNETIC gé%%%m THE BIRLE
DRAWING MEN TO TH SAVIOR, ‘ ANCIENT

WORID UNDERSTOOD THE MEANING OF THE WORD
CROSS. IT WAS AN INSTRUMENT OF SHAME

Py AND DEATH. CRUCIFIXION WAS A HORRIBLE WAY
TO DIE, A FATE NO MAN WOULD WISH ON HIS
WORST ENEMY! SINCE CALVARY, THAT SYMBOL
OF .SHAME HAS BECOME A SYMBOL OF MERCY.
TODAY, WHATEVER THE COLOR, RED GREEN OR
BLUE, THE CROSS SPEAKS OF LOVING AND TENDER
MERCY. WE WILL LOOK AT THE BIBLICAL
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WORD CROSS:

I. IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST WE SEE THE
DARK STDE OF HUMANITY. - MATTHEW 27:35-40

JESUS CHRIST WAS THE KINDEST, MOST LOVING,
GENEROUS, SELFLESS PERSON WHO EVER LIVED.
JIN _RESPONSE TO THAT KIND OF LIFE, HE WAS
HATED, ENVIED AND FINALLY KILLED BY HIS
FELLOW MAN, THE PEOPLE PUT HIM TO DEATH
WERE RELIGIOUS PFOPLE WHO CONSIDERED
THEMSELVES GOOD AND NOT BAD MEN OR CRIMINALS.
THEY WANTED JESUS OUT OF THE WAY. HE WAS
CRUCIFIED BY THESBEST PEOPLE”OF HIS DAY,
THOSE PEOPLE REMIND US OF THE BASIC MORAL
PROBLEM IN THE WORLD AND THAT IS THE
DEPRAVITY OF MAN, THE THING THAT IS WRONG
WITH THE HUMAN RACE IS NOT THAT SOME OF ITS
MEMBERS KILL, STEAL OR COMMIT ADULTERY, BUT

THAT THEY H
MANNERS , -SOCIAL GRACES
AND_REF INEMENT, -EDUCATION AND ARELUENCE

MAY COVER THE DISFASF, | IKE MAKEUP COVERS
- -UP

THAT MORAL_FLAW CALLED AND ALL ATTEMPT
TO COVER IT UP AS ADAM EVE SOUGHT TO
HIDE FROM GOD IN THE GARDEN., _(G0OD’'S GREAT

GLET A LED TO A CR -
CREDIBLE! O UNDERSTA ORROR OF

HRIST'S DEATH LET US EXPLAIN BY ANOTHER
[LLUSTRATION, PICTURE-A_WAR HERO SLAIN IN
ATTLE ON A FOREIGN SHORE. HIS BODY IS
ETURNED TO HIS NATHYE—LAND AND BURIAL WITH
ALL OF THE MILITARY RITES. THE FLAG FROM
HIS COFFIN IS GIVEN TO HIS WIDQW AND_SQN.

A MONTH LATER THE OFFICER IN CHARGE OF THE
BURIAL DETAIL VISITS IN THE HOME TO DISCOVER
THAT THE FLAG HAS BEEN SHREDDED INTO THREE
PARTS, ONE PART TO SHINE SHQES, ANOTHER PART

DOES.NOT _CURE THE PROBL@ ALL MEN HAVE
A
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A BED FOR THE_DQG, THE THIRD PART TO
WIPE.DIRTY DISHES, QUESTION: .H.QJN_SQJ_I___D

LREQPLE _BE SO DISLOYAL AND UNEEELING
THE STORY IS TOLD OF A MAN WHO DREAMED

THAT HE WAS AN_EXE,HlINE%§ AT THE
CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST, N HIS DREAM, HE

WALKED UP BEHIND THE SQLDIERS WHO WERE
SCOURGING JESUS. HE SAID THAT HE ROSE

TO GRASP THE SOLDIERS ARM TO STOP THE
CRUEL TORTURE AND WHEN THE SOLDIER TURNED

AROUND HE LOOKED INTO Hls_nuﬂ_ﬁégg. FOR
IT WAS.HIMSELE WHO SCOURGED CHRIST AND

JEVENTUALLY NAILED.HIM TO THE CROss! MAN

IS A MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CASUALTY AND ONLY
THE GRACE OF GOD CAN DEAL WITH HIS BASIC
SPIRITUAL PROBLEM.- ROMANS 3:23, RoMANS 5:12,
ISAIAH 58;¢&"THE HEART IS DECEITFUL ABOVE
AND SPERATELY WICKED (HOPELESSLY
~DISEASED). .E. THAT 1S,

%3FABLE_@£_§§8§ING ITS OWN CORRUPTION,
EREMIAH 17/ “"CAN THE E E

HIS LEOPARD HIS SPOTS?
THEN MAY YE ALSO DO i ACC OMED

"BEHOLD [ WAS SHAPEN IN INIQUITY:
M ER CONCEIVE ME.”
WHAT IF JESUS CAME
7 WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO
HIM? IF HE TAUGHT AND PREACHED THE SAME
THINGS HE DID DURING HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY HIS
FATE WOULD BE THE SAME FOR HUMAN NATURE
HAS NOT CHANGED., ONE MIGHT NOT ACTUALLY
PHYSICALLY LITERALLY TAKE HOLD OF AN
INSTRUMENT TO KILL HIM BUT THERE WOULD BE
NO ACTIVE IDENTIFICATION OR OPPOSITION TO
THOSE WHO DID SEEK TO KILL HIM AND THERE IS
NO NEUTRALITY WITH CHRIST. =
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IT IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST WE SEE THE
HUMILITY OF CHRIST--PHILIPPIANS Z2:6-8

THIS PASSAGE TELLS US OF CHRIST'S PRE-

EXISTANCE. HE WAS GOD FROM ALL ETERNITY,

HE BECAME A MAN, SPECIFICALLY A SERVANT IN

ORDER TO REDEEM SINFUL MEN., SIMPLY STATED,

THE -SQVERIGN GOD BECAME AM{.M%.

IN ORDER TO DIE FOR MAN'S SIN, AR 1: 45,

2 CORINTHIANS—8:9, 2 CORINTHIANS 5:1/=21)

THE REASON JESUS CHRIST BECAME A MAN WAS

IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT DEAL WITH MAN'S

—SRIRITUAL FAIIURF CALLED SIN IN THE BIBLE,
IN HIS DEATH, HE PROVIDED A WAY FOR EVERY
PERSON TO HAVE DIVINE FORGLVENESS AND

~CLEANSING THROUGH CHRIST'S WORK ON THE CROSS.
(EPHESIANS 1:7) THIS ONE WHO HAD NO SIN,
BORE THE PENALTY OF OUR SIN THAT WE WHO HAD
NO R}GHTEOUSNESS MIGHT HAVE FORGIVENESS OF
SINS!

ITT IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST WE SEE THE
TRANSFORMING POWE! --1 Cor, 1lil7-21

ACCORDING TO THESE VERSES, EVERY PERSON ON
EARTH FALLS INTO QNE_QE.TWO CATEGORIES. HE IS
EITHER IN THE PROCESS OF PERISHING OR HE IS
IN THE PROCESS OF BEING SAVED., [HE MESSAGE
OF CHRIST'S DEATH ON THE CROSS FOR FORGIVENESS
OF SINS IS CONSIDEREIRAGEO.US AND FOQLISH

{

BY THE UNBELIEVER. (HOW)COULD THE DEATH OF
CHRIST, A GALILEAN CARPENTER WHO LIVED 2,000
YEARS AGO, HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH US TODAY?
THE CROSS MAKES NO SENSE TO THE PERSON WHO IS
TRYING TO ELGURE IT QUI BECAUSE HIS CONCLUSION
1S ALWAYS--IT IS EQQLISHNESS! (1 Cor. 2:14)
THE PROBLEM AND THE OFFENCE OF THE CROSS
IS THAT IT DOES NOT. INTO MAN'S

AND HIS MIND CAN NEITHER

—HGURE-LT_OUT NOR EXPLAIN THE SIGNIFICANCE
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OF CHRIST'S DEATH ON THE CROSS. TO SAY

THAT MAN IS NOT SAVED BY A PROGRAM, OR

HUMAN PROCESS OR THROUGH HUMAN PHILOSOPHY

BUT INSTEAD THE PREACHING OF THE DEATH OF

A MAN ON A CROSS IS ABSOLUTELY UNACCEPTABLE
TO THE NATURAL MAN, HE CONSIDERS IT A MASIE
FO0-TIME AND ABSOLUTELY #RRELEVMANTI. LISTEN

TO SANGSTER: “THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL
HAS NEVER SEEMED RELEVANT TO UNBELIEVERS,

BUT IT HAS TO BE PROCLAIMED AND NOT
APOLOGIZED FOR, OR WATERED DOWN, OR TWISTED
IN THE INTERESTS OF IMMEDIATE RELEVANCE OR
HALF ALTERED TO SUIT THE SPIRIT OF THE TIME,
OR DISGUISED TO GET IT PAST THE UNBELIEVER'S
GUARD, IT HAS TO BE PREACHED IN ALL OF ITS
SEEMING IRRELEVANCE, ABOVE THE CATCALLS

AND SNEERS FROM THOSE WHO HATE OR DESPISE

IT WITH CONTEMPT AND WHO'S VANITY LEADS THEM
TO FEEL SUPERIOR TO IT. AS A MATTER OF FACT,
HISTORY HAS A WAY OF PROVING THE RELEVANCE OF
MANY THINGS WHICH THE WISE OF THIS WORLD HAVE
CONSIDERED CONTEMPTUOUS AND IRRELEVANT., THE
CROSS WAS THE DEED HUMAN RACE EVER DID
BUT GOD MADE THING THAT EVER
HAPPENED TO MAN--INCREDIBLE! BEING SAVED,
BORN AGAIN, CONVERTED, WHATEVER NAME ONE
CHOOSES IS NOT THROUGH AN INTELLECTUAL
PROCESS OF DISCOVERING TRUTH BUT RATHER A
DECISION OF THE WILL TO ACCEPT SOMETHING

GOD HAS ALREADY DONE., THEREFORE, THE MESSAGE
OF THE CROSS IS NOT -GOOD_ADVICE OR GRAND

NDATION BUT RATHER GQUD_NEWS FOR
SINFUL MEN, -
IV IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST WE SEE THE
SYMBOL OF DISCTPL --LUKE 9:

THE EMBLEM OF CHRISTIANITY IS NOT A SWORD,
A TORCH, A LAMPSTAND, A—HALO OR EVEN

COMMANDMENTS ETCHED—IN-STONE, THE INSIGNIA
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OF CHRISTIANITY IS THE CROSS. IN THIS

VERSE, JESUS STATED THAT ANY PERSON DESIRING
/.  TO BE HIS DISCIPLE OR COME OR FOLLOW AFTER

HIM MUST MEET TiiBaCONDITIONS OF

DISCIPLESHIP: bﬁsw HIMSELF. THE

WEYMOUTH TRANSLATION STATES "RENOUNCE SELF").

THE SAME WORD IS USED IN LUKE 22:5/ WHERE

PETER DENIED THE LORD AND IT IS ALSO USED

IN HEBREWS 11:24 WHERE MOSES REFUSED OR

TURNEDAWAY FROM ALL THE PRIVILEGES OF BEING
PART OF PHARAOH'S HOUSEHOLD., WE USUALLY

TREAT AS _THE MOST TMPORTANT PFRSON
OR US
EQORQUR—INFERESTS—AND-DESIRES-COME_ELRST

SELE_SERMLQE SELE-PLEASING, SELE_lNDULEENCE.
, SELE=PITY AND
NEEREDD ARE ALL PART OF THE “MEDEIRST)
SYNDROME.” THE DISCIPLE OF CHRIST NO LONGER

LT A LIFE IN TERMS OF WHAT I WANT, OR WHAT

) IS BEST FOR ME, IT IS NO LONGER I BUT
CHRIST. (GAL. 2:20, PHIL. 1:21). THE POWER
TO DENY SELF TS TMPOSSIBLE APART FROM DIVINE
GRACE. BUT THERE IS NO DISCIPLESHIP APART
@M THIS APPROACH AND ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE.
.

TAKE UP HIS CROSS, DAILY. TAKE UP IS IN
E AORIST TENSE. THE WORD CROSS PICTURES A
._QQu2§m¥§QF%%g CARRYING THE INSTRUMENT OF HIS
DEATH TO E OF CRUCIFIXION, WHAT THE
CRIMINAL DID UNDER DURESS, THE DISCIPLE DOES

WILLINGLY. HE_EACES L IEE READY TO ENDURE _THE
WORST THAT MEN _CAN GIVE HIM EOR_JTHE.SAKE QF

TO CHR T E RS =T N—A—BEldEVER ' S
G%é%EE%?ﬁ?F'ﬁﬁ?%ﬁdﬁiﬁﬁ?‘ﬂ???fcnevqee-ﬁﬁﬁw

EY

D
Py VARFED=PROBEEMS—FN=tffEopP=GROSS..LS _THAT
BURDEN—-ONE~EHOOSES~FO~GARRY-BECAUSE OF HIS
[T INVOLVES THE

CONTEMPT AND.REPRQACH OF A WORLD THAT HATES

JESUS CHRIST AND HIS PHILOSOPHY OF LIVE AND
DEATH. THE TERM DAILY INTERJECTS THE IDEA
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THATDISCIPLESHIP IS NOT RISING TO ONE GREAT
CRISIS IN LIFE BUT RATHER DEALING WITH THE
DAILY _ROUIINE, THE HARD PART OF DISCIPLESHIP
1S THE-DAILY ASPECT. THAT IS, LIVING A
T, EXEMPIARY CHRISTIAN LIFE ON A

REGULAR BASIS, THAT IN ITSELF IS BECOMING A

E COMMODITY IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY.

FOLLOW ME. THE WORD FOLLOW IS IN THE

PRESENT TENSE AND MEANS TO KEEP ON FOLLOWING.
THE DISCIPLE MUST .GQ, DOQ. AND _SAY WHAT JESUS
DID. THE WORD DISCIPLESHIP IS ONE OF THE
MOST OFTEN USED AND ABUSED WORDS IN OUR
MODERN DAY CHURCH VOCABULARY. ALMOST EVERY

INDEPENDENT CHURCH H HIP COURSE
BUT NEVER HAVE THERE s!
—~th=SERRCRsto™8  THE [ORD IS NO ING

FOR A FEW SUPERSTARS BUT PEOPLE WHO LIKE
HIMSELF WILL INVEST JHEIR_LIVES AS CHANNELS
THRQUGH WHOM GOD CAN WORK AND BLESS OTHERS.
THE TEXT TALKS ABOUT CRUCIFIXION,

¥ FOR THE UNBELIEVER AND
SANCTMFICATION FOR THE BELIEVER. THERE HAD
BEEN A TIME WHEN SAUL OF TARSUS D IN

HIS EDUCATION, RELIGIOUS POSITION, A%%_LILES
AND_BRILLIANCE PLUS HIS MANY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
IN THE RELIGIOUS WORLD. THE CROSS OF CHRIST
CHANGED ALL OF THAT. JUST AS HIS CROSS MADE
JESUS A “MARKED MAN" SO ALL WHO IDENTIFY WITH
HIM AND THE CROSS BEAR SIMILAR MARKS. BY
COMING TO CHRIST I ACCEPT HIS-CROSS AS MY
CROSS AND [ TAKE MY_PLACE WITH HIM IN THE
PLACE OF HUMILIATION AND SHAME. (WHEN THE
_CHILDREN OF ISRAEL CAME TO THE RED SEA AND
THAT EXPERIENCE THEY SAID GOODBY¥ TO EGYRT,
GOODBY TO PHARAOH, GOODBY.TO SLAVERY. WHEN
YOU AND [ COME TO THE CROSS ITS GOODB¥_TO

THE OLD LIFE AND WELCOME TO VICTORY IN CHRIST.
THERE IS IN EVERY BELIEVER THE MANIFESTATION
OF HIS OLD LIFE AND NATURE, THE BIBLE CALLS

IT THE”"OLD MAN OR THE FLESH.” IT NEVER
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IMPROVES., IT IS A SIDE OF US THAT WE ARE
STARTLED AND _AMAZED THAT IT GETS NO BETTER.
IT REACHES OUT FOR GLQRY, IT REACHES OUT TO
GRASP AND TO HAVE, TO BE SEEN, TO BE PRAILSED,
TO BE SQMEBQODY, FO=NAGNIETTHE-FEmOH, |HE
ANSWER TO THE SELF-L{FE IS THE (HRIST-LIEE.
CRUCIEIXION AND DEATH IS THE ANSWER TO THAT
PERPLEXING PROBLEM, (GALATIONS 2:20),
QUESTION: ARE YOU BOTHERED BY THE PLACE

OF CHRIST IN YOUR LIFE. SOME FOURTH OR FIFTH
ON OUR LIST OF PRIORITIES BEHIND SELF FAMILY.,
JOB, FUN., AND A FEW_OTHER THINGS? ACCORDING
TO THE BIBLE, THERE MUST BE DEATH AND
RESURRECTION BEFORE DISCIPLESHIP,




RoBERT K. SPRADLING APRIL 3, 1994

"“1T IS THE LORD”
Joun 21:7-12

[T HAD BEEN THE WORST NIGHT ANY OF THEM
COULD REMEMBER, ALL SEEMED TO BE NOW THAT
JESUS WAS DEAD. [HEY HAD GONE FISH TO TAKE
THEIR MINDS OFF THE EVENTS OF THE PRECEDING
WEEK. AFTER FISHING ALL NIGHT LONG, THEY HAD
_NOTHING IN THEIR NEJS- AN INCREDIBLE CIRCUM-
STANCE FOR--HI-GHEY-—~SK I (SoME OF

S 4T HAVE REMEMBERED WHAT JESUS SAID IN
lm' As THEY HEADED FOR LAND IN THE PRE-
SAWN HOURS, THEY SAW A SOLITARY FIGURE STANDING

ON THE SHORE« - THEY DID NOT RECOGNIZE HIM IN THE

EXCHANGE OF GREETINGS THAT FOLLOWED. HOWEVER
#» WHEN_THEY DID, THIS BECAME ONE OF THE_FBNDER
\AND taucumua SCENES OF THE BIBLE.,

- GNIZED THE RI ,.bfn¢ﬂ As A MATTER OF FACT,
[PETER|WAS SO EXCITED ABOUT IT THAT HE FORGET ALL
ABOUT THE SIZE OF THE %ﬁ!gg OR HIS GLOLHES, HIS
CONCERN WAS TO GET TO JESUS, BE NEAR HIM, TALK
WiTH HIM AGAIN. EVERY PERSON HAS RECOGNIZABLE,
DISTINGUISHING EEATURES THAT ARE UNIQUE., [T MAY
BE VOQICE, WALK DRESS, MANY OTHER THINGS. LET
US EXAMINE E OF THE.ﬂ;ﬁ;;gg%%%gﬁ%%%%%gés OF
THE RISEN CHRIST THAT. ENABLED S TO

RECOGNIZE HIM,

A
(]

{ats ]
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RoBERT K. SPRADLING ApriL 19, 1992
ASTER

THE TRIUMPHANT CHRIST
Foe A \°‘L‘S””’CACTS 2.8, D

: AL, 1T WAS AJMAGNIEJ
‘-IN HONOR OF A-GLORIOUS VICTORY.
FOR ONE_WHO HAD

DISTINGUISHED HI IN DECISIVE VI
[N ORDER TO QUALIFY, AT LEAST 4
OF THE ENEMY MUST HAVE FALLEN IN Of

MENT AND THE AN#
INCLUDED IN THE

THAN

_ OF LAUREL LEAVES
ON_HIS HEAD;

IN HIS HAND, HE WAS

WAS LCLAD IN A PURPLE tumlc
EMBROIDERED WITH GOLDEN PALM LEAVES AND
OVER IT A PURPLE -F06A MARKED WITH GOLDEN

STARS. RODE HIS FAMddY AND
SOMETIME &%nﬁéﬂﬁRODE WITH HIM,IN THE
LEAD CHARIOT. H DS ALONG THE TRIUMPHANT

WAY WOULD VICTORIOUS

'I?eRIUMP iﬁ ﬁeéﬁs, @ANE TRIUMPHANT -
SE%%? THE BELIEVE E ONSIDER
VE

IBLICAL ASPECTS OF CHRIST'S TRIUMPH:

'7?EUrquJMZ:’?=ﬂuu&>/




AND DEMONS ﬂITH
HE WAS THE -VICTOR

A wu{._;!., ¢1 & o, X

(1) LoVE WILL TRIUMPH OVE ﬂ?TRED = ’5;;‘,,
v e e fiedl < R

MATTHEW 5:43-48 L. g pghins e 7 ke

LIS T T

Wl cqmd:
¥)TI EN I

PRINCIPLE THAT COULD NGE_HUI
SHIPS FOREVER. ON TH4§4}]§

IN HIS OWN LIFE THE epg;n-- OF THIS

PRI OMANS.
s '1Lj;

(2)  RIGHT WILL TRIUMPH OVER WRONG .Q
MATTHEW 5:10-12 < o

AT TIMES IN HUMAN HISTORY, IT SEEMS AS IF
“RIGHT IS FOREVER ON THE SCAFFOLD, WRONG
FOREVER ON_THE THRONE” BUT THE-PRINCHPLE WH.L
PREVAIL. GOD WILL SEE THAT IT DOES.

‘s l’l!«V-Q_ /o=

S - RS 2/
Fon iy =
(K< /52|11 )
Mﬁvﬂﬂ " M?
CM e N?@ “Foun — /u.ad-?_‘: Ol
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(3) LIGHT WILL TRIUMPH OVER DARKNESS -
MATTHEW 5:14-16

“—Nieo CAME OUT OF THE
s REMAINED_THERE . (JUDA®) CAME OUT
OF THE DARKNESS INTO THE HT, BACK INTO
lARKNESS AND NED THERE. ULTIMATELY

iﬂ'\

NESS INTO THE

MATTHEw 4:1-11
THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST PROVES THIS POINT.

(5) " LIFE WILL TRIUMPH OVER DEATH -
Joun 11:25, I Cor. 15:22

Saat Ji“~ADAu ALLXDLED) EVEN SO IN CHRIST
() “—SHALL ALEFBE)MADPALIV THIS PRTNCIPLE
= IS DEMO T'* ED IN THE ORDINARY ACTIVITIES
OF US WOULD ER VISIT THE
THAN THE

.

e %

HE PHRASE I$ Ol ___,UEK RD

ﬂAs_EuLL_ANQ:gggg;gIE. T E WAY T6£E%%M%%%Q£L
r?mw Bt A o s

| @v‘ﬂ“’*ﬁ*‘m,,z...w R,
\ el 17 = ""‘_"*'w m**%/
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IDE OPEN, NONE NEED TURN AWAY. CIT IS SAID
THAT MNAPOLEON WALKED TO A MAP OF THE WORLD,
p) (PUT HIS FINGER ON A PLACE CALLE
AND SAID, "HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THAT PLACE,
I WOULD HAVE RULED THE WORLD.” IN LIKE
MANNER, SAFAMN MIGHT POINT TO A PLACE CALLED
CALVARY AND SAY TO HIMSELF, "HAD IT NOT BEEN
OR THAT PLA OULD HAVE RULED THE WORLD."
E CROSS IS IN HUMAN HISTORY AND

(é;)DESTINY. FOLLOWING
THE TRAIL OF THE GREAT EXPLORER

Esco DaGama
SETTLED ON THE SOUTH COAST OF-CHINA, THEY
BUILT _A_MASSJME_EAlaﬁgﬁgL_g%T%Rﬂlgg OVER-
LOOKING THE~HAR$Q§. EARS L 5> A VIOLENT

meeiot| TYPHOON DESTROYED THE CATHEDRAL EXCEPT FOR

THE_ERONT WALL. [HAT WALL STOOD AS AN <
NDURING MONUMENT AND LATER ON, SOMEONE s

Vst ~ s,

Impacd 7
GEM,;‘ RECTED-A-LARGE BRONZE CROSS ON THE WALL, %
Hawg Lo ) WHERLSIR JOHN BOWRING SAW THE WALL IN 5

N HE WAS SO IMPRESSED WITH IT THAT HE WROTE

_ | THE FAMOUS HYMN "IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST

o |1 GLORY, TOWERING 0 ER THE WRECKS OF TIME,

ALL THE LIGHT OF SACRED STORY, GATHERS

R ROUND ITS HEAD SUBLIME." “THE BUILDERS OF
5‘% 5 ! » - 71 13 | \ | —k Y ( EEN

S Ay LLCN BUT ROSS REMAINED A SYMBOL
Misi e CIFIED ONE AND OF HIS TRIUMPH

( S« ) -OVER BEATH.

[TT. HE WAS TRIUMPHANT IN RESURRECTION -

—_—
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His RESURRECTION GUARANTTED THE COMPLETION
OF HIS BLOOD-BOUGHT REDEMPTION BUT ALSO HIS
VICTORY OVER DEATH AND OUR ASSURED
RESURRECTION.

IV. HE IS TRIUMPHANT IN THE CHURCHk-

MATTHEW %ﬁ\;8
VST 4
EASTER IS NOTARABQUT HISTORY i -
REALITY. JESUS CHRIST IS NOT ATTEMPTING TO
MAKE MEN RELIGIOUS - HE WANTS MEN TO ENJOY
A RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM, _SAUL.QE_IAREQS
WAS VERY RELIGIOUS UNTIL HE RECEIVED CHRIST
AS SAVIOR ON THE DAMASCUS ROAD AND FROM THEN

ON IT WAS A PER RELATIONSHIP TO THE
Iug_guuacu_s_gREAIESI

LIVING CHRIST

=RSECUTC S._.GR.EAIES! PREACHER .
ELAT ; REVEALS THAT HRIST IS

THE CHURCH ARE LOSING MISERABLY- HOWEVER,
THE LAST_CHAPTER IN HUMAN AND CHURCH HISTORY

tide wesl + o srmgﬂuv\
%{nt M—(aﬂc— )

LD THINK OF HIS SON
‘p) AN ETHICAL, MORAL
ON OF (0 E - AND HE

[ NA S X n
I THESS. 4:13FF, RE . HE LAST TIME
THE WORLD SAW [JESUS, HE WAS HANGING ON A
IME THEY _SEE HIM, IT WILL BE
IN TRIUMPHANT/ GLORY. (}NEIHE_ELQERAPHY OF

é'&/;ééacf b Tm, é-

g ~f ng( ' Hsinglowe !
(ol e Tl M Gl VL i

AR

(I/A,c, (28
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////THE LATE V. RAYMOND EDMAN WHO WAS FOR MANY
YEARS PRESIDENT- OF WHEATON COLLEGE, ®l#8 THE
FOLLOWING STORY, HE WAS SPEAKING IN CHAPEL

ON THE SUBJECT IN THE PRESENCE QF THE KING.
THE BASIS OF HIS SUBJECT WAS HIS_AUDJENCE

WITH THE EMPEROR HAILE SALASSIE. HE TOLD
HOW HE HAD BEEN WHAT

% WHE WHAT .
AUDIENCE

OF —HS—PREPARATION-FOR_THE AUD

A4 | T TVET

IRPERORAND_THE _NEED FOR
BELIEVERS TO BE REMINDED THAT OQONE-DAY_FHEY
WLl COME _INTO THE PRESENC

~0F4KINGS> HE SPOKE OF THE NEED FOR SILENCE,
REMERENGE, PRAYER AND AN ATFIFUDE OF WORSHIP
AS ONE COMES INTO THE PRESENCE OF THE KING
oF KINGS. , IN THE MIDDLE OF THE
ADDRESS, D SPEAKING AND COLLAPSED
AT THE PULPIE,

. WHETHER
IT BE BY DEATH OR TRANSLATION, MEN WILL
APPEAR BEFORE HIM 1IN "

S Tevers — ;2

6l S it =N Sodly.
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HAD ALSO RENEWED HER FAITH IN MANKIND TO

KNOW THAT AT LEAST_ONE PERSON IN_THE WORLD
APPRECIATED WHAT SHE HAD DONE. THE CLERGYMAN
SAID: I REC D TH

DETERMINED BY THE GRACE OF (GOD TO WRITE OTHER

LETTERS AND TO SAY TO PEOPLE WHO ARE IMPORTANT

TO ME - " PAUL KNEW HOW TO SAY
[HANK:i%Eéﬂ§ﬁ%2%®C URAGED HIS FELLOW-BELIEVERS

TO DO THE SAME. (§§057}4;£f)

I. A THANKSGIVING PRAYER - 1:2-3

ﬂL;LHAN&Tﬁnn_EQR_xQuJ”- WHAT A WAY TO BEGIN

A LETTER! THERE ARE SOME FOLK, WHO WHEN THEY

THINK OF OTHER FOLK, CURSE! IN THIS PRAYER,

ONE IS SURPRISED THAT THERE IS NO MENTION OF

FOOD, FAMILY; FINANCES OR EVEN FELLOWSHIP -
[NKIN . |HESE PEOPLE WERE

UESTION: WHO IS

ON OURS HANKSGIVING BY TRADITION HAS

BEEN ONE OF THE OUTSTANDING SPECIAL DAYS IN OUR

FAMILY - DAD'S PRAYER - A HIGHLIGHT.)

(A) OQOur LorD’s EXAMPLE - JouN 6:11

QuEsTION: WHY DID JESUS GIVE THANKS? THE
ANSWER 1S SIMPLE - HE WAS THANKFUL! WHY
DON'T WE GIVE THANKS - THE ANSWER IS SIMPLE -

WE ARE NOT THANKFUL! ... Neo7" 7Houé y7zutl
(B) PauL’s ExAMPLE - AcTs 27:34-36

ON THIS VERY SPECIAL AND DANGEROUS OCCASION
NOBODY COMPLAINED THAT THEIR CIVIL RIGHTS
WERE BEING VIOLATED BECAUSE A PREACHER WAS
LEADING THEM IN PRAYER! PAUL DIDN'T MUMBLE
OR MUTTER SOME INARTICULATE ROTE PRAYER BUT
RATHER HE GAVE GOOD TESTIMOMY OF A PRACTICE
THAT WAS PART OF HIS LIFE - SO FOR ALL
BELIEVERS - IT IS A PUBLIC TESTIMONY. (THERE
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\\V,/fs A LEGEND ABOUT .TWQ ANGELS WHO WERE SENT
TO EARTH TO GATHER_UP THE PRAYERS OF MEN,
ONE WAS TO FILL HIS BASKET WITH THE PETITIONS,
THE OTHER TO GATHER UP THE PRAISE OF MANKIND.,
SOMETIME LATER, THEY RETURNED TO HEAVEN. [HE
#] EIRST HAD HIS BASKET HEAPED HIGH AND RUNNING
OVER WITH THE INNUMERABLE PETITIONS OF MEN
To Gop. THE OTHER RETURNED WITH A HEAVY HEART
44 AND A VIRTUALLY EMPTY BASKET. COULD IT BE,
THEY THOUGHT, THAT MEN ON EARTH ARE SO
THOUGHTLESS AS TO FORGET TO BE EHANKFUL?)
I[F YOU THINK THIS IS PURE LEGEND AND
SPECULATION REMEMBER THE STORY JESUS TOLD
Q‘%%EQQT THE TEN LEPERS = :12-1/. SuUPPOSE
FRIEND WOULD SAY TO : ONED YOU
NAME TO RONALD REAGAN LAST WEek.” MosT
EVERYONE WOULD BE SURPRISED AND PLEASED.
LET ME SUGGEST THAT THERE IS SOMETHING
GREATER, BETTER - TO HAVE ONE'S NAME MENTIONED
«» 710 Gob., IF IT 1S TRUE, THAT THE GREATEST
THING ANOTHER HUMAN BEING CAN DO FOR ANOTHER
IS TO PRAY FOR HIM - THEN LET US DO IT AND
FoLLOW PAuL’S PRACTICE. (NEHEMIAH -3 CHANGED
JIHE COURSE OF HISTORY THROUGH PRAYER.

[T, A THANKSGIVING MESSAGE - 2:13

BROWSING THROUGH BOOKSTORES 1S A FAVORITE
PASTIME., |HERE ONE WILL FIND THE LATEST
WORD OF MEN ON ALMOST ANY SUBJECT IMAGINABLE.
HOWEVER, IT IS STILL ”IH.LN.QB.D_QL.MEE-” AND
THE WORD FOR MEN IN OUR TEXT IS THE GREEK
ANTHROPOS - "THE UPLOOKING ONE.” THE VERY
WORD SUGGESTS THAT MAN IS_A _DEPENDENT CREATURF
OF HUMAN ORIGIN WHOSE VERY EXISTENCE AND
. SUSTENANCE DEPENDS_UPON SOMETHING OR SOMEONE
c QUISIDE HIMSELF., THE PSALMIST DESCRIBED IT
“KCCURATELY WHEN HE SPOKE OF MAN AS "“WHOSE
BREATH IS IN HIS NOSTRILS.” THE WORD OF
GoD IS SOMETHING MORE THAN THE WORD OF MEN,
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MEN WROTE IT, BUT GoD GAVE IT - DIVINE ORIGIN,
[ PETER 1:20-21) PAUL PREACHED A MESSAGE
P THAT WAS -MORE_THAN_HUMAN OPINION, THE

THESSALONIANS MADE A VERY IMPORTANT DISTINCTION
HE TWO WORDS RECEIYED IN THE TEXT ARE TWO

IFFERENT GREEK WORDS. THE FIRST SUGGESTS
TANEE, THE SECOND A T
. (FOrR EXAMPLE, IF ONE RECEIVED

NEWS THAT AN IRS AGENT WAS COMING TO AUDIT
ONE’S TAX RETURN, HE PROBABLY WOULD GIVE HIM
A FORMAL ACCEPTANCE. IF THE AUDLT REVEALED
MONEY TO BE PAID, THE ACCERIANCE MIGHT
DEGENERATE INTO RESENTMENT. HOWEVER, IF THE
SAME AGENT DISCOVERED A TERRIBLE MISTAKE HAD
BEEN MADE, RETURNED TO APOLOGIZE AND BRING
A CHECK WHICH THE GOVERNMENT OWED YOU FOR
SEVERAL THOUSAND DOLLARS THEN ACCEPTANCE
MIGHT GIVE WAY TO APPRECIATION AND A WARM
— THE THESSALONIANS ARRREGIATED
HE WorD oF Gop. THEY RECOGN'ZED THE BIBLE

Q:;E) :1-6) THE WORD OF GOD CHANGES
ENRY M, STANLEY STARTED ACROSS
FPICA IN SEARCH OF DAVID LIVINGSTON, HE

STARTED HIS EXPEDITION WITH /3 -BOOKS THAT
WEIGHED SOME 180 PounNDS. HOWEVER, AS THE
JOURNEY PROGRESSED INTO DAYS AND WEEKS, HE
WAS OBLIGED TO THROW AWAY THE BOOKS ONE BY
ONE UNTIL HE GOT TO A SINGLE VOLUME - THE

. |THAT HE REFUSED TO THROW AWAY AND
IT IS SAID THAT HE READ IT THROUGH THREE
JIIMES ON THAT REMARKABLE TRIP, THIS COUPLED
WITH LIVINGTON'S OUTSTANDING LIFE LED HIM
0 A SAVING KNOWrEBGE OF CHRIST. WE ARE
TOLD THAT MANY "ﬁaf”) TEN YEARS OLD OR MORE,
NEED TO BE REMOVED AND REPLACED, UPDATED
BECAUSE KNOWLEDGE IS PROLIFERATING AT A
STAGGERING RATE. SOME THING IS HAPPENING
IN MANY BIBLE BELIEVING CHURCHES ACROSS
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AMERICA., A SUBTLE CHANGE IS TAKING PLACE,
ALMOST IMPERCEPTIVELY, BUT CHANGING NEVERTHE-

#™  LESS., PEOPLE ARE BEING DRAWN TO EVANGELICAL

CHURCHES FOR THE WRONG REASON. [T MAY BE

LLOCATION AND FACILITIES, THAT IS NO LONGER

ARE FUNDAMENTAL CHURCHES THE RUN-DOWN STORE-

FRONT SHACKS ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE RAILROAD

TRACK. AFFLUENCE HAS COME TO FUNDAMENTALISM

AND OFTEN THE FUNDAMENTAL CHURCH IS THE BIGGEST

CHURCH IN_TOWN, OR IN THE STATE FOR THAT

MATTER, |HEREFORE, PEOPLE ARE DRAWN TO THE

ACTIVITIES AND FACILITIES OF SUCH CHURCHES.
2\COUPLED WITH THE_MINISTRIES OF DAY _CARE AND

DAY SCHOQI , WHERE CHILDREN GET GOOD CARE AND

GOOD TRAINING, BECAUSE PEOPLE ARE WILLING

TO SACRIFICE HIGH SALARIES IN ORDER TO MINISTER

TO THE NEEDS OF CHILDREN. [IHERE ARE OTHER

THINGS THAT ATTRACT SUCH AS YOUTH BPRQGRAMS,

MUSIC, SOCIAL ACCEPTARILITY, TO MENTION BUT

A FEW. HOWEVER, THE MESSAGR OF THE CHURCH

1S NOT TERRIBLY IMPORTANT EVEN IN THE MINDS

OF THOSF _WHO GIVE | IP SERVICF TO MEMERERSHIP.

THE BIBLE AND ITS EXPQSITION TAKES THE BACK

SEAT To__QumﬁﬂLluG'TﬂEﬂIﬂzlkaxlnN, SOCIAL
IN OTHER WORDS, "CHURCH STUFF”

—~

_RELATIONSHIPS
IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN SCRIPTUR (F(COMMENT
@ REGARDING NARY - BACK TO BIBLE
EXPOSITION, STATED, THF GREATEST
NEED OF OUR“SPIRITUALLY IGNORANT GENERATION
/51;713 A _SATURATED KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORD OF (oD,
NYTHING ELSE, ANYTHING LESS, IS A DOWNWARD
ATH WHERE THERE 1 STING PLACE,
COMMENT REGARDING COMMITTEESS MANY

HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THEY ARE LOOKING FOR BUT
SOMEHOW THE BIBLE IS NOT THEIR PRIMARY

@™  OBJECTIVE. [HE PHRASE "EFFECTUALLY WORKETH”
MEANS TO OPERATE WITH REFERENCE TO DIVINE
ENERGY., ACCORDING TO HEBREWS 4:12, [ PETER
1:23, Psatm 119:23, THE WorD oF GoD 1s
POWERFUL AND PIERCES INTO OUR INNERMOST BEING
WITH DEEP, SWIFT STROKES EXPOSING OUR
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HTS., (COMMENT ON RUNNING

- 260 cHAPTERS, 929 CHAPTERS -
_ APTERS) REPEAT: THE BIBLE

1S NOT JUST ANOTHER BOOK, IT IS THE ONLY BOOK
GOD EVER WROTE - SONG: [HE BIBLE.

A _THANKSGIVING RESOLUTION - 5:18
"BE_THANKFUL WHATEVER YOUR CIRCUMSTANCES MAY

INNERMOST

BE” (PHILLIPS TRANSLATION) [HTS VERSE SAYS

D

THAT WE ARE TO BE_THANKFUL TO GOD, NO MATTER
wHAT! (RoMaNs 5:3, James 1:2 - “WHEN ALL

INDS OF TRIALS...CROWD INTO YOUR LIVES, DON'T
ESENT THEM AS INTRUDERS BUT WELCOME THEM AS

FR SI™ (PHILLIPS TRANSLATION) A
HANKSGIVING RESOLUTION SHOULD PRECEDE A NEW
YEAR'S RESOLUTION. [T IS BY FAR THE MORE
APPROPRIATE HOLIDAY. THERE ARE TIMES WHEN IT
IS TO BE THANKFUL. WHEN MONEY, HEALTH
AND ROAD AHEAD IS BRIGHT AND CLEAR, IT
TAKES NO EFFORT TO SAY THANK YOU LORD. WHEN
TIMES ARE _HARD AND WHEN SICKNESS COMES, A
LOST JOB, STRAINED RELATIONSHIPS HAVE CAUSED
OUR LIFE TO CAVE IN, FALL APART OR BLOW UP,
IT IS THEN THAT WE NEED REMINDED THAT THE
TEXT SAYS "IN EVERYTHING” - Romans 8:28.
R. ALEXANDER WHYTE OF EDINBURGH WAS A

CHER OF A GENERATION AGO.
His PULPIT PRAYERS WERE OFTEN THE HIGHLIGHT
OF THE MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE. ONE STORMY
MORNING HE STOOD TO OPEN THE SERVICE AND

r

' PRAYED AS FOLLOWS: "We THANK THEE, 0 Gop,
= THAT EVERY DAY IS NOT LIKE TODAY.' ggllﬂgu
2] HEN

~

RY, THE FAMOUS BIBLE SCHOLAR WAS RQBBED
H1S FUNDS BY THIEVES., WHEN ASKED TO
COMMENT ON THE SITUATION ESPECIALLY AS IT
RELATED TO THANKSGIVING, HE SAID:
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‘(6:;) "HE WAS THANKFUL THAT HE HAD NEVER BEEN
BBED BEFORE.

™ f(ggggx"HE WAS THANKFUL THAT THEY TOOK HIS
AND NOT HIS_LIEE.

“HE wWAS THANKFUL THAT EVEN THOUGH THEY
TOOK ALL HE HAD, LT WASN'T MucH,'

(%) "HE WAS THANKFUL THAT HE HAD BEEN ROBBED
AND NOT THE ONE DQING THF RORRING,"

You SEE, HE UNDERSTOOD THE MEANING OF OUR
TEXT. pAUL COULD BE THANKFUL IN JAIL, ON A
STORMY SEA, IN THE M]IDST OF PLENTY OR
POVERTY OR WHEREVER (OD LET HIM GO - HE WAS
THANKFUL.,

ConcLUsION: / REVELATION 4:9/ THE PHRASE
N "THANKS TO ALﬁ’=T§=ffﬁT_bF:QORSHIP. LET our

WORSHIP BE A KIND OF “THANK YOU NOTE TO GoD.”
SonGg: THANK You LoRD,




ROBERT K. SPRADLING ~ NOVEMBER 21, 1932

AND BE YE THANKFUL
P CoLoss1ians 3:15

PAUL KNEW THAT WE ARE MORE PRONE TO Gop

FOR SOMETHING THAN THANK HIM. FOR SOMETHING ,

[N DESCRIBING THE "RENEGADE SINNER" HE SAID
ECAUSE THAT, WHEN THEY KNEW (0D, THEY

GLORIFIED HIM NO! AS bOD! NEITHER WERE
THANKFUL v 4 4 4 OMANS

IT 1S SAD BUT TRUEE THAT_MEN Musaﬁgf.REMLNDED
N

. |THE WORD IS THE
WORD GINOMAL AND COULD BE READ "AND BECOME,
THA KFUL THIS WORD 1S SO
;R HN 2:9, I] CoRINTHIANS
21 AND 6 X TH RE SHOULD BE A KIND OF
gﬂquﬁﬂalllugg_To THE LorD FOR ALL H
™ BLESSINGS AND IF THERE IS NOT, THE BE VER
SHOULD ASK GOD TO MAKE HIM THANKFUL . [ é
OLDIER SAVED A _COMRADE IN BATTLE IN
(:Y {oRLD WAR_II, EVERY YEAR ON HIS BIRTHDAY
HE RESCUED SOLDIER SENT HIS RESCUYER K:E:::EB
F THANKS FOR ANOTHER YEAR THAT WOULD NOT HAVE
BEEN HAD HIS LIFE NOT BEEN SAVED, [HAT
LETTER-WRITING EXPERIENCE CONTINUED FOR OVER
I (ONE OF MY FAVORITE STORIES
FCONCERNING THANKSGIVING HAS TO DO WITH THE
(2) MAN WHO MADE IT HIS PRACTICE TO WRITE A
LETIER TO SOMEONE EACH [HANKSGIVING EXPRESSING
APPRECIATION FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO HIS
LIFE. ON ONE OCCASION HE WROTE TO A FAVORITIE
HIGH SCHOQL TEACHER WHO HAD INSPIRED HIM TO

PURSUE KNOWLEDGE AND TRUTH. IN RESPONSE TO
~|HIS LETTER SHE WROTE: W :
© JI AM AN OLD LADY IN MY : AM ILL

AND CANNOT LEAVE MY ROOM. YOU LETTER CAME
LIKE A RAY OF BRIGHT SUN, ILLUMINATING MY DARK
DAY AND MY EVEN DARKER LIFE.

N , 4



You WILL BE INTERESTED TO KNOW THAT AFTER

0 YEARS OF TEACH}NG; YOUR'S WAS THE FLRST
LETTER OF THANKS | EVER RECEIVED FROM A
| FORMER STUDENT, YOU LIFTED THE CLOUDS FROM
ME, "

WE MIGHT DO WELL TO REMEMBER THIS THANKSGIVING
THAT THANKSGIVING BEGINS IN THE HEART AND NOT
AT THE IABLE [T™WAY™BE THAT EVEN BELIEVERS

2 KF THE TWO TRAVELERS MENTIONED IN
; ’?’“’ WHO DURING THE HEAT OF A

Iy UNDER THE SHADE OF_A-TREE. As

THEY LOOKED UP THROUGH THE LEAVES AND SAW NO
FRUIT TO EAT THEY BEGAN.TQ COMPI AIN ABOUT
THE USEL5357§REE. SUDDENLY, THE TREE SPOKE
AND SAID: OU UNGRATEEUL-MEN, YOU SIT IN
M_S.HAD.E_ANH COMPLAIN THAT YOU HAVE NO FRUIT

éﬂ_gﬂl. CoULD_1T BE THAT WE ENJOY ALL OF
OD S BLESSINGS, EVEN AS BEL TEVERS, OFTEN

o~ WITH gggﬂm.u__u_as LIFE"S MOST THANKFUL
MOMENTS: WALKING THROUGH-MALL, REMEMBER
FORMER DAYS. .., ITAL EXPERTENCE,
THANKSGIVING FAMILY MEMORTES., UNEXPECTED
RESOURCES IN TIME OF DEEP NEED -- WERE IT
NOT FOR THE NTS _IN , WE

WLEW REGARDING

BUILDER CONCERNING RECESSION,) EXPRESSED

THANKS TO GOD REGULARLY, (1) F

JOHN 6:11,235 (2) ANSWERED "AYER -- JOHN 11:41,
h KET) fqa‘ajn PEOP E

| JS - H RED -AND HEN HE.
WAS ON TQTA[ AND ON-THE--CROSS AHERE WERE THE

fﬁEQELE_M&KWLiﬁ;fEDhAMD_HEALED_AND‘ COURAGED?Y
HERE-WERE THE MQILCES THAT SHOULD HAVE BEE

AISED IN PROTESTAGAINST THE OPPRESSION —
gifiﬁﬁiéﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ -~ THEY WERE SILENT, BECAUSE
’"\I_IKE YOU AND ME THERE IS TG‘"UFTEN TOO LITTLE

+ GRATTTUDE TO GoD,




(LET ME SUGGEST A PRACTICE WHICH MIGHT SURPRISE
YOU, TAKE A CLEA PAPER AND PENCIL
AND WRITE DOWN ANK-YOU-L T8 AND SEE

/™ IF YOU CAN LI L \ HICH YOU ARE
SINCERELI_QRAIEEHL_IQ_;QD. SALVATION, HEALTH,
FAMILY AND FRIENDS, FREEDOM, NO MAJOR WARS
IN THE WORLD, JOB SECURITY, WILL JUST ABOUT
EXHAUST OUR LIMITED RANGE OF APPRECIATION),

THE TEXT IN COLOSSIANS SUGGESTS SEVERAL.AREAS

N WHICH THE BELIEVER SHOULD BE "THANKFUL TO™
OD:

I. BE THAWKFUL FOR HIM WHO SITS UPON THE THRONE

REv, 4:9
TH1s CHAPTER PRESENTS A BR
wSCENE, [T SHIFTS FROM .~A DOOR--
/™ SUGGESTS..A.WAY.OF ACCESS THR == SUGGESTS

AUIHQRLIX AND A SOVEREIGN RULERCSY\ RAINBOW --
A REMINDER THAT GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.,
TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS -- REPRESENTING_THE COMPLETE

CHURCH BOTH CLOTHED AND CROWNED! FOUR LIVING
(: lREATURES -= LIVING BEINGS WHO WORSHIPPED GOD,

HIS SCENE WOULD HAVE BEEN FAMILIAR TO
FOR IN THE AN
WHAT THESE PERSONS WERE DOING WAS_A_EAMILIAR
SCENE,, YHEN ONE KING_SURRENDERED TO ANOTHER,

AND WHEN THEY HAD

j TO SURRENDER THERE
WAS A SPE-Gul-F-I-C—C.EREMQ.NY IN WHICH THE
VANQUISHED..RULER HAD TO CAST HIS CROWN OR |
HIS SYMBOLS OF KINGSHIP BEFORE THE EMPERQR S
IMAGE~ IN OTHER WORDS, THE SCENE IS ONE OF




ONE REASONS FOR THEIR WORSHIP AND PRAISE OF
CHRIST_IS MENTIONED IN REv. 5:6, THis

SUGGEST THAT ANY PERSO 0 DOES NOT LOVE
JESUS CERTAINLY WILL NOT LOVE HIM

~YP_THERE, HEAyEN WOULD BE A REAL DRAG FOR
PEOPLE WHO DON'T LOVE JEsus!)

EVERY TIME ATTEND A MEETING WHERE SEVERAL
THOUSAND BELIEVERS ARE GATHERED TO SING PRAISE
TO GOD THIS SCENﬁ REVELATION COMES TO MIND
AND IF YOU KNOW HIM As LORD AND SAVIOR, You
WILL BE THERE.

[T, BE THANKFUL ALWAYS AND FOR ALL THINGS
EPHESIANS 5:20

IN ONE OF HIS BOOKS,  BARNHOUS
~~_ | COMMENTS THAT HE ONCE HEARD A MAN THANK Gop
FOR THEWAEER=ON THE TABLE, HE HAD HEARD

THOUSANDS OF MEALS BLESSED BUT IT WAS THE
FIRST TIME HE COULD EVER R REMEMBER ANYONE

THANKING E WATER,
l DINARY 93§§TANCE~ﬂVAT{I§e

ot WOULD BE [MPOSSIBL ;

HESSALONIANS 5:18 sAyvs: lN_EMEBILElHE

._GLME_IHAﬂKﬁ: FOR THIS IS THE WILLPOF oD
I

N UHRIST JESUS CONCERNING YOU,

/4<£Eégfiﬁfggfféﬁzigzgsfacﬂﬁn AND wRoféL.llr SEE

PAauL ENCOUNTERED ENROUTE TO

.~ ROME WAS A -DIF OVER WHICH
TS ONLY RECOURSE OR

AVENUE OF HELP WAS.ﬂBAYER AND_PRAYER ALOQ NE
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SHIP, HE WAS HEEPEESS AND FOFALLY-DEPENDEN
UPON-OFHERS, |HAT STORM REPRESENTS THE

RIEEICULT CIRCUMSTANCES AND S WHICH
COME INTO THE LIVES OF ALL OF 50515 EEOPLE
WE TEST THE QUALITY OF OUR CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE

WHEN WE ARE E TO THANK GOD WHEN TIMES ARE
DIFFICULT AN aﬁaugﬁggug. IN THE MIDST OF
SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES PAUL TOOK TIME TO THANK

.GOD AND HE DID SO FOR THE_BENEFIT OF EVERYONE
WHO CQULD SEE AND HEAR. BY THE WAY, OF
THE 2/6 PEOPLE ON THAT SHIP, NOBODY WAS
MAKING FUN OR WRITING EDITORIALE ABOUT

C

CHRISTIAN FAITH AND PRACTICE, CORDING TO
28:16 -- PAUL CAME TOo ROME --_HE MADE IT

THROUGH THE _STORM!

o

s e e —e——

IIT BE THANKFUL FOR THE PRIVILEGE OF PRAYING
rUR ALL JIEN -- 1 TimoTHY Z:1-4

PRAYER FOR THE CHRISTIAN IS NOT

§UPPLEMENT%L BUT EU NDOUBTEDLY
IT IS OUR AREA OF GREATEST AILURE.
MINISTRIES MWMMEA&EUO

_PRAYER BELIEVER IS ENCOURAGED TO PRAY
FOR m THE PREPOSITION FOR LITERIALLY
MEANS IN -BEHALE _QF, PAUL MENTIONS FOUR
KINDS OF PRAVER: SUPPLICATIONS -
REQUESTS MADE TO GOD OUT OF A SENSE_OF,NEED;
WEAKNESS, DEPENDENCE AND INADEQUACY. IHIS

IS THE KIND OF PRAING DONE DURING A RECESSION
OR DEPRESSION, 4 '-!RAYERS -- A GENERAL
TERM FOR PRAYING, 3

HE WO UGGESTS ] :

(oD, GIVING THANKS —- MEANS MORE THAN
ALWAYS.ASKING OR CQMPLAINING ABOUT SOMETHING




THE GOSPEL WE PREACH 1S MWORLDWIDE IN ITS
DIMENSIONS AND NOT RESTRICTED IN ANY WAY
TO ANY MAN UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH,

RO—MAN-I-S—-BEYOND. REACH OF PRAVYER . HERE

IS NOT ONE SOUL WHOM GOD DOES NOT LOVE AND
DESI_B.E T0 BE SAVED, ‘gMLIHME

OR_ANOTHER ls_IgmBRAx-F0R~g;MI——

= 3 ~¥0-DO somer zns:;o
CﬂRREG?xAN—JMEQSSIBL£~SiIDAIlON- 0D
VIEWS PRAYER AS THE MEANS WHEREBY_HE MOVES
' /MEN_AND NATIONS,

{
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER SONG -- " u i
(A_EASIQR WAS TRAVELING IN THE DEEP SOUTH

CAR BROKE DOWN., HE WAS ON A
BACK ROAD FAR FROM A GARAGE AND WHILE
~» PONDERING WHAT TO DO A CAME DOWN THE
ROAD AND A MAN STOPPED, iHE MAN HAD IN
THE JEEP A OKRE CUR DOG, THE PASTOR
NOTICED THAT WHEREVER THE MAN WENT, WHATEVER
HE DID, THE DOG STAYED CLOST TO HIM NUZZLING
HIM WHEN HE STOOPED_DOWN. [T WAS OBVIOUS
THAT MAN AND BEAST WERE EQMB OF EACH OTHER,
WHILE REPAIRING THE CAR THE MAN SAID
" HE TOLD THE STORY OF
HOW HE HAD FALLED INTO QUICKSAND UP TO HIS
KNEES WITH NO HUMAN BEING NEARBY. OUT OF
NOWHERE THE DOG APPEARED AND BY HOLDING TO
THE DOG THE MAN WAS ABLE TO STRUGGLE ouT
OF THE QUICKSAND AND TO SAFETY. HE sAID,

a0

SLEEPS AT TI;IE FOOT OE-MY BED, HE PASTOR

4 INQUIRED' WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF, DQWN

T _THE_STO U'RE GQJNG, SOMEONE
DELIBERKTEET—K+GKED—IHE_DQh




THOUT HESITATION THE YOUNG MAN SAID:

ISTER; BELIEVE ['D M, "
o THE MINISTER REMINDED HIS HELPER THAT IT IS
[\

OT UNUSUAL FOR A HUMAN BEING TO TAKE GOQD

ORDER TO PULL MEN OUT OF THE QUICKSAND QF .
N _AND RESCUE THEM FROM THE DEPTHS OF HELL.,
EOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN SO RESCUED ARE USUALLY

THANKEUL FOR SALVATION AND REDEMPTION—
TN CARIST.)



RoBerT K. SpraDLING  NovemBer 29, 1983

GIVING: THAM GIVING
Il Cor., 9:7

SQMEI1mEs_aﬁzaﬂsnaE;QE_IﬂE_$aRgTIHANKS
LDOES _NOT REALLY MEAN THANKS' "THANKS A

LOT, THANKS FOR NOTHING, THANKS ANYWAY,
THANK YOUR LUCKY STARS, THANK YOU FOR
SHOPPING AT ___, HAVE A NICE DAY,
ONE COMEDIAN THANKS HIS AUDIENCE FOR THE
MEMORIES AND A SINGER THANKS GOD HE IS A
COUNTRY BOY. SOMETHING_IS LACKING IN
THIS USAGE OF THANKS. THERE IS LITTLE OR
NO RELATIONSHIP TO THIS USAGE AND WHAT
{BLE WRITERS HAD IN MIND WHEN THEY_SAID:

N EVERVTHING GIVE THANKS" ... (I, THESS,
JUANK GB0 ALUAYS QN YOUR BELELF, .o
I COR. NKSGIVING 1S GOOD THERARY ,

SAYS WARREN WIERSBE IN THE NOVEMBER ISSUE

OF THE Goop NEws BROADCASTER.

IN LIFE HAS MUCH TO DO WITH OUTCOME.

PRAISE PROPELS THE BELIEVER FORWARD IN

FAITH BUT GRUMBLING PARALYZES HIM IN FEAR.

{ﬁéﬁﬁi:&ﬂ&:ﬁiﬂtﬁﬁ (RELATE HISTORY FROM

AND PRESENT DEBT RETIREMENT THREE TIMES

ANNUAL BUDGET THAT YEAR.) .EHANKS_LS_QEIEN
—~EXPRESSED _IN GIVING., (ORATITUDE. AND GIVING
GO _TOGETHER JUST AS THI AND _THANKING

GO TOGETHER. (LUKE 3 %5 PEW PEOPLE WERE

AS DEVOTED TO CHRIST. AS M AGDALENE .

THE DRAMATIC CHANGE IN HER LTFE-?ﬁﬁh

DEMON POSSESSION TO MINISTERING TO THE LORD

AND SHARING HER POSSESSIONS AND GOODS WITH

HiMm, CONCRETE VI ENCE OF A DRAM TIC

CHANGE, (LUKE , 19-8) WHEN-

ESTABLISHES LOCAL GHURCHES HE TAUGHFT
PRINCIPLES OF STEWARDSHIP. IN WRITING TO

——————
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THE CORINTHIANS, HE SPOKE OF THEIR MANY
GOOD QUALITIES AND ENCOURAGED THEM TO ADD
P ONE MORE TO THE LIST QF VIRTUES; NAMELY ,
GEnerosTRY . (I Cor, ) EACH.YEAR,
WE EMPHASIZE*ilEﬂAEQ§ﬂlE
IN OUR CHURCH. T IS A TIME TO ENCOURAGE
<f:>“NEw:BEEIﬁﬁEas TO INCORPORATE INTO THEIR
. LIVES WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES. [T IS ALSO
JA TIME TO REMIND ALL OF OF THE DANGERS
OF BEING GASUAL AND CARELESS REGARDING
STEWARDSHIP. STEWARDSHIP IS NOT 'TIPRING"
(30D ON SuNDAY. IS A PRINCIPLE OF -LIFE,
“LET US CONSIDER THREE SUCH PRINCIPLES IN
THE NEw TESTAMENT, ALL RECORDED IN THE
CORINTHIAN LETTERS,

I. N HE AC ST OF LOVE:
LOVE IS THE ACID TEST OF GIVING -
M Il Cor., 8:3, 1 Cor. 13:3

WE TEND TO MEASURE-SRIRLEUALITY BY BIBLE
KNOWLEDGE, -GHURCH ATTENDANCE, PLETY. LN
PRAYER, NUMBERS OF .SQULS LED TO CHRIST.
THIS VERSE SUGGESTS THAT OUR CHECKBOGK

MAY REVEAL MORE OF OUR CHRISTIAN CHARACTER
THAN THE HYMNBOOK. [HE BELIEVER PROYES
THE REALITY OF HIS LOVE BY GIVING., [HE
WORD PRQVE IN THE TEXT IS TRANSLATED ¥

ELSEWHERE IN THE Ew T STAMENT IN Luke 14:19,

—

Romans 12:2 OR. THE LAST REFERENCE
HAS TO DO WITH THE AND SUGGESTS THAT
AT THAT JUDGMENT w
SRVl Sn QR K L0 el Lol bLD)
- EETVE VAR T I T
™ I1. T OUR ATTITUDE IN GIVING:

MEN LOO THE AMOUNT - IT Cor. 9:6-7

WE ARE IMPRESSED WITH MLLLJQNBIE GIV NG.
GoD 1S IMPRESSED WITH_MLIES UK

> 4



M

.3

THE RICH CAST OUT OF THEIR -ABUNBANCE BUT
SHE GAVE "ALL THE_LIMINE AND THE WORD
LIVING IS BIOS., I[N OTHER WOR S, SHE GAVE
ALL SHE HAD --NOTHING.LEET! [F I UNDER-
STAND THIS PASSAGE CORRECTLY, THE
ESTIMATION OF A GIFT IS MNOT.MWHAT IS
GONT-RJIBULED, BUT_WHAT TS—LEET ,
GONTRIBUTLON! THE FRAGRANCE OF THAT
OFFERING HAS LINGERED FOR THOUSANDS
YEARS-LONG-AFTER. THE STONES OF THE TEMPLE
 FALLEN. Gop’ S ESTIMATE OF GIVING IS

DIFFERENT FROM MAN'S, - - TAKES
PRECEDENT OVER AMOUNT. TEy%Rﬂﬁﬁiﬁwlﬁ AN
~ATTITUDE._ TOWARD. LLEE . HE WANT TQ" IS
MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE "HAVE T0". THE
TERM QHEERE%L IN OUR TEXT IS THE WORD
HILARIOUS., IT APPEARS IN THIS FORM ONLY IN
OUR TEXT. - IS ONE WHO IS
JOYOUS, LOVES LIEE, Is POSITIVE AND
QPTIMISTLC IN HIS OUTLOOK AND ENJOYS WHAT .

~HE IS DOING. IHIS KIND OF GIVING WAS
MANIFESTED IN THE CON%ERUCTION OF THE
TABERNACLE., (Exobus THE OFFERINGS
BROUGHT WERE OF A WILLING AND SACRIFICIAL
SPIRIT TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT MoSES HAD TO
ASK THEM TO STOP FOR THERE WAS ABUNDANCE
TO BUILD THE TABERNACLE,

[II. G ULD BE ACCORDING TO GOD'S
PLAN - T Cor. 16:1-2

IN THE OLD TESTAMEN{:ﬂHﬂﬂWﬁ& WAS A KIND
OF RELIGIOUS TAX T WAS A.EE&N,
OBLIGATTON-FOR EVERY. JEW. [T WAS A WAY OF
%EKNOWLEQi&§G ?OD‘Q_OQNER?HJP OF POSSESSIONS.
ENESIS N THE ESTAMENT,
SHIP IS A SPIRITUAL GRA€E. G(OD GIVES
THE BELIEVER THE OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSI-

BILITY TO HANAGﬁ OR BE AN .ADMIN{.-S?TRE@R
OVER WHAT RE HAS GIVEN TO US, N THAT
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REGARD, WE ARE % NTABLE-TO-HiM. GIVING
IS NOIL A SPIRITUAL.RABBIT_S FQOT TO WARD
QEE.BAD. THINGSIN LIFE, THE BELIEVER
DOES NOT GIVE GoD I? ORDER TO GET
Gop. [.knNow-OF No NEW [ESTAMENT COMMAND
REQUIRING BELIEVERS TO TITHE FROM A LEGAL
-OBLIGATION POINT OF VIEW BUT RATHER
STEWARDSHIP IS A SPIRITUAL PRIVILEGE AND
PART-OF A TOTAL LIFE APPROACH TO_GIVING.,
MANY OF THE LORD'S PEOPLE USE THE TLIHE
PRINCIPLE AS A POINT OF BEGINNING NOT

_5mnluﬁ. A PLAN 1S VITAL TO STEWARDSHIP,

UST AS A BELIEVER HAS SPIRITUAL HABITS
INVOLVING BIBLE STUDY, PRAYER, WITNESS
AND CHURCH ATTENDANCﬁ; SO STEWARDSHIP
SHOULD BE PART OE A HOLY HABIT AND HIGH
HONOR IN LIFE. (RELATE IMPORTANCE OF A
PLAN IN BLELLNG, COoMMENT DocTOR SPENCER)
THE TEXT BEFORE US GIEE : : AN
' _CONCERNING (OD"S PLAN:

(1) MHEN SHOULD THE PLAN BEGIN OR BECOME
OPERATIONAL?

!

"FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK.' GIVING SHOULD BE
PART QF WORSHIP TO GoD, [T IS_NOT-A-SMALI
S

CHURgH SERVICES SET ASIDE FOR
THE OR TO BEGEEORESESHS.
[ Tets PART OF (HRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY IN

— QR ORSALP-GF 10D

(2) Wﬁg SHOULD PARTICIPATE?

"EVERY ONE OF YOU.” STEWARDSHIP IS NOT
JUST A MATTER FOR THE RLCH BUT IT IS A

HURCHZ-WIDE ORRORESNLRY AND;:IliﬁiFiiiﬂ.
V F-SHOULD SHARE IN THIS M STRY .
TEE TN HTS BTOGRAPHY TELLS OF AN

EAéLY PASTORATE IN SOUTH CAROLINA DURING




B

posT-WorLD WAR I DAYS. A DEBT OF APPROXI-

MATELY 00, HAD PARALYZED THE CHURCH.

[T WAS THE SUBJECT OF CONSTANT CONVERSATION,

ONE NIGHT, LEE WENT TO HIS STUDY, GOT ON HIS

KNEES AND ASKED G0D—FOR-BIRECTION, HE SAID

IT WAS AS IF THE LORD TOLD HIM TO_STIOQP

G AND ASK THE PEQPLE TQ PAY OF E

1DEBE. ON SUNDAY HE ANNOUNCED -A—RLAN, —HEXT
THE ( H

I NoBODY MAY GIVE MORE THAN BUT

EVERYBODY INCLUDING THE CHILDREN ARE ASKED

TO GIVE SOMETHING, IO PROMISES TO PAY.

WHEN THE COUNTING WAa OVER THE OFFERING

HAD BEEN RECEIVED $14,699, AN UNFORGETTABLE

EXPERIENCE IN THE HISTORY OF THAT CHURCH.)

(3) MHERE, SHOULD WE GIVE?

" SEORIMGUP" THIS=YERSE IS A PLACE WHERE
GOOD MEN DISAGREéE:iﬂni.uﬁiag GIVING

1S AN INDIVIDUALMAILER THEREBY THE
BELIEVER IS ENCOURAGED TO SET ASIDE AN |
AMOUNT EACH WEEK AND GIVE IT TO THE LORD’S
WORK - RERSONALLY -~ eBdRECLLY S=dO

u IT IS A
. |HIS KI

S et
IS GRALLEYING AND SATLSEYING
BECAUSE IT INVOLVES-NQAQIHET.BERSQN OR
ORGANIZATION BU F. [T GIVES
WITHOUT ANYONE ELSE

H 1SwbNMOLMED IN_ONE'S

CONTRIBUTIONS : THE
INSTRUCTION INTTHE CONTEXT OF THESE

VERSES IS TO cauaﬁggg . OBVIOUSLY
CHURCHES ARE MADE F BEWLEVLERS AND THE

INSTRUCTION TO BELIEVERS IS THROUGH LOCAL
CHURCHES, “RECHRBEERSS—0r-WHAT\LLEV ONE

.JIEEES !HE OFFERING T% !EE S%INTS OF

«LOCALCHURCH_AND DISTRIBUTED EROM THERE.
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THERE WAS NQO.DIRECT—CONFRIBUILLON FROM
BELIEVER TO BELIEVER BUT_RATHER THROUGH

ATED S. THE WORD ?’-'-
BRINGS TO MIND A KEY PASSAGE IN THE ULD

TESTAMENT, (MALACHI 3:8-10) IN MY OPINION,
SIQREHQMSE.IlIHLNﬁ OR-GIVING AT LEAST ONE' S

RABLE
B.E[;NJ-SE-IT IS SCRIPTURAL,
P PREFER HAVING THETR CONTRIBUTIONS
COMING FROM A~CHURCH BECAUSE ~CHURGCHES=ARE

DUALS.,
ggii;ﬁgﬁi - SUPPOSE A PERSON CONTRIEﬁ¥é§'J‘
TO AN ORGANIZATION. HE KNOWS THAT

SUCH A LARGE GIFT WILL PROBABLY BE FOLLOWED

HOWEVER, SUCH A GIFT GIVEN

THROUGH A L.Q.CN—M-LN.LSIEY MA

GET SPECIAL

:O'EW TO TITHE THROUGH THE LOCAL
CHURCH. E, TOO0, HAVEQIHER.INIERESTS
IN EDUCATIO ONS AND PEFE

FRLENDS WHO ARE MI$§lQNARlES.

Al DREECDRDE]

(4) How MUCH SHOULD WE GIVE?
——— 7

“"PrRosPERED"” PLEASE NOTICE THAT THE WORD
TLIHE DOES NOT APPEAR. IT IS A MATTER OF
STEWARDSHIP AND A DECISION WHICH IS OURS
ALONE .




A

-/-

(5) MdY sucH A PLAN?

"No GATHERINGS WHEN I COME" GIVING TO
THE LORD'S WORK SHOULD NOT BE BASED ON
THE ‘EBMOEION -OF A MOMEND BUT RATHER IT
SHOULD BE .A.SPIRIFUAL-PRACTICE OR HABIT.
THIS DOES NOT TAKE AWAY FROM THE
PRIVILEGE-OF.REACTING TO A SPECIAL NEED

_OR_EMOTIONAL APPEAL BUT STEWARDSHIP SHOULD
BE A HABLJ IN HIS BOOK
NTITLED "1 TELLS THE

STORY OF A CIRCUS ATHLETE WHOSE CLAIM TO
FAME IN LIFE WAS_THE ABILITY TO SQUEEZE
AN ORANGE DRY. THE MAN WAS SO STRONG THAT
HIS CHALLENGE TO THE AUDIENCE AFTER HE
HAD SQUEEZED THE ORANGE WAS A SIGNIFICANT
REWARD FOR ANYONE WHO COULD SQUEEZE A
SINGLE DROP OF JUICE OUT OF THE CRUSHED
ORANGE. ONE PARTICULAR OCCASION, A LITTLE
MAN VOLUNTEERED AND TO THE AMAZEMENT OF
THE CROWD A DROP OF ORANGE JUICE DROPPED
TO THE FLOOR UNDER HIS GRIP, As THE CHEERS
WENT UP THE ATHLETE INQUIRED OF THE MAN S
BACKGROUND AND WAS PROMPTLY TOLD THAT
HE HAD BEEN THE TREASURER OF A LOCAL CHURCH
' GOD.DOES..NOT. WANT. US_TO.

‘F}HELqARHSrANB-BROW BﬁAT AND BEG FOR HIM.

M NOT SO SURE THAT NE WANTS US TO SELL
ITEMS WHETHER BIBLES, BOOKS OR BRACELETS

N EXCHANGE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS,TO A MINISTRY.
Eamag;;;;gu EOR-THE=CHRISTIAN, S _MONEY.

AMONG.CHURCHESS ,~BENOVELENT ORGANI ZAT LONS
AND RELIGLOUS MINISTRIES IS AT SUCH -AHLGH

-*EMEL,TODAY IT HAS DEGENERATED INTO THE
SQUEAKING WHEEL, RESPONSE, Bmg.a.u.ﬁme

AND SELLING IS A WAY OF LIFE IN AMERICA
AND IT HAS SPILLED OVER INTO THE CHURCH,
I AM WELL AWARE OF THE FACT THAT IN CAPITAL




-8-

FUND RAISING PROGRAMS

HE ORDINARY USUALLY MUST TAKE PLACE BUT

AM NOT SO SURE THAT IS THE way Gobp
INTENDED STEWARDSHIP TO BE. #}ygm
CHILD OF (GOD WOULD GIVE gon HAT
BELONGS T8 JM, THE LORD"S WORK WOULD GO
FORTH IN GOD'S WAY, WITH GOD'S BLESSING
AND EVERY LOCAL CHURCH COULD DO ALL THAT
WAS NECESSARY IN EVANGELIZING THE_LOST.

AM NO DIFFERENT THAN QU ARE. | AM

SBMSLLLVE TO PHONE_CALLS AND SPECIAL
APPEALS FROM PEOPLE.WHO ARE_NO

\ | M D D A A D T
i%R THAT REASON ' HES
TEACH WHAT THE BhBLE SAYS ABOUT GIVING
BELIEVING (GOD'S HOLY SPIRIT WILL BURDEN
THE HEARTS OF (GOD'S PEOPLE TO BE STEWARDS
FOR HIS GLORY.,




RorRerT K. SPRADLING NovEMBER 22, 1987

THANKSGIVING AT THESSALONICA

THESSALONICA IS A CITY IN GREECE WITH A
POPULATION oF 300,000, IN ANCIENT TIMES IT
WAS CALLED BECAUSE OF THE HOT SPRINGS
NEARBY., IN ,C. IT WAS NAMED THESSALONICA
AFTER THE HALF-SISTER OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT.
PAUL FOUNDED A CHURCH THERE ON HIS_FIRST
MISSIONARY JOURNEY. (Acts 17:1-15) UNABLE
TO RETURN HIMSELF, HE SENT SEVERAL COLLEAGUES
AND WROTE .IWO | ETTERS FOR THE PURPOSE OF
GROUNDING NEW BELIEVERS IN THEIR NEW FOUND
FAITH. [IHEN, AS NOW, CONFUSION EXISTED OVER
BIBLE PROPHECY, A STUDY OF THESE LETTERS
REVEALS A NOTE OF THANKSGIVING WHICH IS_THE
BASIS FOR _OUR STUDY THIS SUNDAY BEFORE THANKS-
GIVING, IS OFTEN A MISSING NOTE
. IN MANY CHURCHES, IT IS MISSING IN CHURCH,
IT IS ALSO MISSING IN SOCIETY. ONE OF MY
~FAVORITE STORIES HAS TO DO WITH A GROUP OF
wggtz%E;MINISTERs WHO MET BEFORE [HANKSGIVING TO
TALK ABOUT THE DIFFICULTIES THEY WERE
EXPERIENCING IN THEIR CHURCHES. WHAT couLD
THEY DO .TO ENCOURAGE THEIR PEOPLE IN DIFFICULT
TIMES., AS THEY TALKED, ONE PASTOR SUGGESTED
THAT HE WAS GOING TO GO HOME AND_WRITE A
LETTER TO A FORMER SCHOOL TEACHER AS AN
INDICATION OF HIS DEEP APPRECIATION FOR HER
DEDICATION TO TEACHING., A FEW WEEKS LATER,
THE MINISTER RECEIVED A LETTER FROM HIS FORMER
TEACHER AS FOLLOWS: " ILLIE,"” AND
THEN WENT ON TO SAY THAT THIS EAR OLD
RETIRED TEACHER WHO HAD BEEN LIVING ALONE
AND WAS INDEED.LONELY IN THE AUTUMN OF LIFE
P HAD TAUGHT SCHoOL FOR OVER 50 YEARS AND SAID
THIS WAS THE EIRST LETTER SHE HAD EVER
RECEIVED EXPRESSING APPRECIATION FOR WHAT
SHE HAD DONE AS AN EDUCATOR. SHE SAID THAT
THE LETTER HAD NOT ONLY MADE HER DAY BUT




Y -
H HE  THESSALONIAN. CHU AS A YOUNG
< CHURCH, THE TO RECEIVE A LETTER FROM PAUL.

HE WROTE THE WO S FOR THE PURPOSE_OF

OF THE WORD THANKS IN THESE TWO LETTERS, LET US
~~ EXAMINE A THESSALONIAN [HANKSGIVING ON THE
FINDAY BEFORE JHANKSGIVING! ((UNE OF MY FAVORITE

TORIES ON THIS SUBJECT WAS TOLD BY WILLIAM
SANGSTER. YEARS AGO, A GROUP OF MINISTERS MET
BEFORE |HANKSGIVING TO TALK ABOUT THE .DIFFI-

’ Q#,lES THEY WERE EXPERIENCING IN THEIR CHURCHES.

mmﬁ. %T-ﬁ?aw T-"ﬁ vi mmw LN ELL

TALKED, ONE_PASTOR SUGGESTED THA "HE WAS GOING
HOME AND WRITE A LETTER TO A FORMER_SCHOOL
TEACHER AS AN INDICATION OF HIS DEEP APPRECIATION
FOR HER DEDICATED TEACHING., HE DID THAT. A FEW
WEEKS LATER, HE RECEIVED A LETTER FROM HIS
FORMER TEACHER AS FOLLOWS: _"MY DEAR WILLIE,
~&*HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT SHE WAS EIGHTY_YEARS OLD,
A RETIRED TEACHER, LIVING ALONE IN THE AUTUMN OF
LIFE, OSHE HAD TAUGHT SCHOOL FOR OVER_FIETY YEARS
AND IN THAT TIME THIS WAS THE _VERY FIRST LETIER
SHE HAD EVER RECEIVED EXPRESSING APPRECIATION
FOR HER DEDICATION TO EDUCATION. SHE SAID THAT
LETTER NOT ONLY MADE HER DAY BUT HAD RENEWED HER
IND TO KNOW THAT AT LEAST ONE PERSON
IN THE WORLD APPRECIATED WHAT SHE HAD DONE.




THESRASTOR SAID: = RECEIVED HAT “LETTER,
| DETEg | \CE OF Gon TO WRITE OTHER

ING F ' DOES NOT MENTION
' I THANK _GOD FOR
: AT AY TO BEGTN~A LETTER S>OMEONE
ELL SALD WL N W «m.m 'N"l"ﬂrﬂ)h ND PauL
: A SHINCESRAND 7 JLEANK E =Y RE IS A

g ‘ah-.u"BO \*wnu-vﬁﬁﬁ‘ DWHO WERETSENT TO EARTH

p -u-zf OF MEN. ONE WAS TO FILL
ET WITH THE OTHER TO GATHER UP
ﬁlstﬁiiN HIS BASKET._ SOMETIME LATER, THEY
RETURNED TO HEAVEN.

THE FIRST HAD HIS BASKET
HEARPED HIGH AND

VER WITH ENUMERABLE

o fPETITIONS OF MEN TO GoD. THE OTHER RETURNED H
.r‘ HEAVY HEART WITH ANSALMO AP BASK
= CaraYNWLy - W

—

- i R O U

T" - ot __;..,..:....‘_r‘__...- 57;:?--;-'--1‘\‘"4-» / ONE
N P JUL* ION AND ST A
;h\?‘ f Q. RFMEMBER THE STORY

9S8 AS RECORDED IN
®¥CD BE FLATTERED

[ AID HE HAD MENTIONED OUR NAME TO

SOME PROMINENT POLITICIAN. WE MIGHT BE SURPRISED

- BUT PLEASED NEVERTHELESS. LET ME SUGGEST THAT

HERE IS SOMETHING AIER AND E

'ﬁiﬁﬂﬂ“:ﬁiﬁn I’E‘IHWWI ,mi NG _AND_THA

T MAME Tn -

mﬁiﬂ" GRE
DO-FO R - X+
THANKFUL FOR THREE OUT DT
THESSALONIAN CHURCH: yffow cotee

o ——
A, Work OF FAITH~', /. wftufu/c,
a1 a'(.{_f"‘.g _,/ s c:——(v
THEIR WORK FOR JESUS CHRIST WASCRUNN
FAITH, IN OTHER WORDS, FAITHE ED ANDAPROE
PELEEDITHEIR WORK FOR




) THE WAY, THIS PRAYER DEALS WITH THREE “

Dnh, & 74

sk Cor “l‘!rr\ NOT
o Gotrefe OL‘}”(T,

_3_

ff;RAC;EE\TS OFTEN REFLECTED IN HIS WORK. BY

-IEEH&THAT A&E VERY DIFFICULT TO~DEEIME AND
VERNON McGHEE TELLS A STORY OF A
CONIRACIQR WHO WAS VERY MUCH_INVOLVED IN
CHILDREN'S WORK IN CHURCH. IT WAS COMMON KNOW-
LEDGE THAT HE LQVED=GCHILDREN. HE MANIFESTED

< | THAT AT CHURCH OFTEN BY CARRYING tﬁﬁ@“ﬁiﬁ IN HIS

POCKET WHICH HE GAVE OUT FREELY. IN HIS

%(COMPANY HE BUILT A EAR THE CHURCH. HE
"CAME BACK THE NEXT MORNING Tg-?TNU-Kﬁﬁ-b%%COVER

SOME CHILDREN IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD HAD WALKED ON
'THE CONCRETE AND LEFT THEIR FOOTMARKS ALL OVER
'IT RUINING HIS DAYS WORK. HE WAS VERY ANGRY AND
IWAS TALKING LOUDLY ABOUT THE POOR CONDUCT OF
| THESE CHILDREN. A CHURCH MEMBER STANDING NEARBY
AID: 2] _THOUGHT YQU LOVED CHILDREN.” THE
ONTRACTER REPLIED: 0 . A2
IN THE CO IESE

| ABOR OF LOVE

LABOR'IE%EE}OUT OF A HEART OF LOVE. (A
YOUNG LADY WAS SEWING ON A DRESS - IN FACT SHE'D
BEEN WORKING ON IT FOR MONTHS. SOMEONE ASKED
DON'T YOU EVER GET TIRED OF WORKING ON THAT ONE

DRESS ALL THE TIME, HER RESPONSE WAS IT'S MY
RESS.= IT'S A LABOR OF LOVE AND_IT_IS

NOT BURDENSOME . “ToV/Fe prsmn —— oy Lpva H¥

(et PATIENCE ofF HopE 4 ,;ZLL“‘Z/

El b < - o‘é-"‘{@' ;":r:i i:r‘vlf

ENDURAN STPON HOPE. E HAS
SAID HOPE - .:s,‘ %S TOWARD ND
NOT TOW RD TH DARKNESS A PATIENT ONE

b i
WHO ! Wﬂésggzar S PLANTED" WHO HAS A
DOGGED DETERMINA
S

TO STAY BY THE STUFF!
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IN THIS PRAYER, PAUL THANKS GOD FOR A CHURCH THAT

HAS SIRONG CONVICTIONS AND ,STEARY GROWLH . SOME -

ONE HAS DESCRIBED THEIR CONVICTIONS AS -CONVIC-
_TIONS OF STEEL THEY WERE A_WELL ORDERED, WELL

BALANCED CHURC THEY WERE EVANGELLSTIC
EE%EXIEETKNE"’H' G IJQM{%¥§%R¢Q A MODEL

RCH FOR OTHERS TO FOLLOW,
T THANKSGIVINGM&

_—m————

"THANKSGIVING MESSAGE” HAD TO DO WITH
% NOT THE PILGRIMS. (EXPLAIN HEBREWS
ESE AT DIED IN FAITH NOT HAVING

RFFFIVFD THE PROMISES, BUT HAVING SEEN THEM AFAR
C
D THAT THEY WFRE STRANGFRS AND

wpa] Ovtm—

oteal @
‘IS A 'FAVORITE
FIND THE LATEST

HOWEVER, IT
CIN

E, [HE PSALMIST DESCRIBED IT
U HE SPOKE OF MAN AS ‘&HEiFﬁBﬁEAIH
RILS.” THE BIBLE IS MOR

"Is INDEED Gop’s WORD, THE ONLY

e -1’EVER WROTE DIVINE IN ORIGIN. [HE WORD
aJﬂﬂ!‘H‘ DYIN THE TEXT ARE TWO DIFFERENTHGREErvﬂ.

AT IF ONE RECEIVED NEWS OR
OTICE THAT AN 35 AGENT. WAS COMING TO AUDLT
)NES. INCOME. TAX RETURN,HED PROBABLY GIVE HIM A
ATHER FORMAL. ACCEPTANCE. [F THE AUDIT REVEALED
ONEY TO BE PAID, THE ACCEPTANCE MIGHT DEGENE-
RATE INTO RESENTMENT. HOWEVER IF THE SAME

AGENT DISCOVERED A-TERRIBLE MISTAKE HAD BEEN

o p J‘VLL W["” ‘f_f-‘—‘»s

/‘\,SOMETHINQ

/
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MADE AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT ACTUALLY OWED THE
™ PERSON BEING AUDITED A LARGE AMOUNT OF MONEY
HA{IACCEPTANCE WOULD NINTO A ﬁARMQﬂa COME

IS SEARCH FOR DAVID 'IVINGSION, HE STARTED THE
EXPEDITION WITH /3 BOOKS WEIGHING 180 PQUNDS.
HoWEVER, AS THE JOURNEY PROGRESSED INTO DAYS AND

OLUME = THE.BIBLE. HE REFUSED TO THROW IT AWAY
ND SAID THAT HE'D READ IT_THROUGH THREE TIMES
J/ON THAT REMARKABLE TRIP. THIS COUPLED WITH
LTVINGSTON"S OUTSTANDING LIFE AND SERVICE LED HIM
TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST.) WE ARE TOLD
{HAT LIBRARIES CONSIDER A TEN-YEAR OLD SHELF

A LIFE A LONG TIME FOR A BOOK. [N MANY LIBRARIES
BOOKS ARE REMOVED AND REPLACED AND UPDATED

'THE BOOKS ONE_BY ONE UNTIL HE GOT TO A SINGLE

BRECAUSE_KNOWLED ~ PROLIFER! AT . Y
~E . PEOPLE™ -"“i "I'CH FOR
EXPOSITION OF THE BIBLE.
. d AR AL.__CHURCHES
OR THE.WRONG-.REASON T MAY BE_LOCATION,

'ES RANGING FROM INFANTS TO
OPLE AND FOR OTHER REASONS. HOWEVER, THE
F THE CHURCH IS NOT UPPERMOST IN THEIR
THE BIBLE_AND ITS_EXPOSITION TAKES A
SEAT TO CQUNSELING, ADMINISTRATION AND c$§§
L RELATIONSHIPS. IN OTHE! _ ”_m\
1S MORE IMPORTANT THAN 'SCRIPIURE IS
SAD BECAUSE THE GREATEST NEED OF OUR SPIRITUALLY
PN IGNORANT- .GENERATION IS TO BE SATURATED IN KNOW-
LEDGE OF THE WORD OF GOD. ANYTHING ELSE, ANY-
THING LESS I'S. A DOWNWARD PATH WHERE THERE IS NO
SURE RESTING PLACE. PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THE
BIBLE IS NOT JUST ANOTHER BOOK,IT IS THE ONLY
Book THAT GoD EVER_WROTE IT IS THE ONLY Book HE
HAS PROMISED TO HONQR WHEN IT IS PRESENTED.

S;L4,-4_.‘_,f/

FACI
A




WHEN MONEY, HEAd®H AND THE
“AHEAD SEEMS BRIGHT AND CLEAR, IT TAKES NO
T TO SAY THANK GoD. HOWEVER, WHEN TIMES
b EMPLOXMENT IS‘LQSI s;gxmsss COMES,
N EE.= IT IS DIEFEICULT

- AGO SPENT CD.N.S-I—DERABLE TIME REFLECTING ON HIS
PULPIT PRAYER ON SUNDAY MORNING. As A MATTER OF

FACT, IT WAS ONE OF THE-HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MORNING
WORSHIP SERVICE. ONE STORMY MORNING HE STOOD
TO OPEN_THE SERVICE -AND PRAYED AS FOLLOWS:

THE FAMOUS BIBLE SCHOLAR WAS
HIE WHEN ASKED TO COMMENT ON _THE
SITUATION ESPECIALLY. AS IT RELATED
GLML&G, HE SAID: 'lD I AM THANKFUL THAT | HAVE
R_REEN D_RE THANKFUL THEY
TOOK MY Mg 1EE [ AM_THANKFUL
_THAT EVEN-JHOUGH THEY TOOK ALL [ "HAD, ‘LN
: . @WPT AM THANKFUL THAT WHEN | WAS ROBBED
Si NE ELSE WAS DOING THE ROBBING AND NOT ME.

ﬂﬁﬂnﬂﬂLjLHbeRISON!REMINDS us THAT: "IT IS
NOT THE HAPPY PEOPLE ARE THANKFUL, BUT
RATHER THE THANKFUL WHO ARE HAPPY."
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A CERTAIN WOMAN NAMED EUNICE -\

x_,{‘ (ead v _:__,Nﬂ.d-.) !,f:;[""_*
~ TIMOTHY'S MOTHER IS NOT.I °F1§;;¥?

PASSAGE BUT SHE IS IN .

EUNIC AM PERSUADED IN THEE. ALSO.

) THE WORLD HAS BEEN SURPRISED AT THE
MOMENTOUS EVENTS TAKING PLACE umjﬁuuu!ut

URO THE COLLAPSE OF THE BERLIN WALL-

WAS A SYMBOL OF THE CHANGES TAKING PLACE “S.0
%N THE EASTERN BLOCK COMMUNIST COUNTRIES.Q:Q

HAT TOOK PLACE IN THE CHAPTER BEFOR

ARRJ VA (GOSPEL OF
Y T VJAS “‘m.{_:i.:-.‘.‘ TR [\ 1\ -
-~ BUT IT SHOQKIAND\CHANGED -THE CONTINENT OF
{ EUROPE -FOREVER.,. NT WAS FOLLOWED BY ANOTHER

GREAT SHAKING 1500\ YEARS LATER KNOWN AS

<::) THE EFORMATION. UNTIL THE
ARRIVAL OF THE GOSP IN UROPE, CHRISILANJTY

| HAD BEEN PRIMAR AN
| CENTERED IN -P NE aeAND ASLA—M;NORq THIS

CHAPTER MARKS THE(IﬂES!FD OF THE GOSPEL TO
F«hm ——— —

VERSE 1

EARLY CHURCH. JEWISH BELIEVERS WERE
KEGULAR: FEATURE, NOW THEY ARE
HERE, SOMEWAY, THIS WOMAN D THE

‘GOSPEL AND RESPONDED FAVORABLY I
. ED THAT JEsus CHRISé WAS

- ‘l._l._"lur:v“,--..* l
SHE ACCEPTED LHRIS

As A MATTER OF FACT,
AND OTHER SURROUND-
TH JEWISH BELIEVERS.




OT NECESSARILY MEAN

WHEN A MARRIAGE IS
IS MIXED UP BUT
NECESSARILY

ur;fiug oF EUNICE'S
HUSBAND., S DESCRIBED SIMPLY AS GREEK
WHICH IS THE GREEK WORD "HELLENIST.”
,;;{,-GE MIGHT INDEED_BEBRESENJ;IHE

o sV L E—
YOUNG PEOPLE ARE USUALLY{L‘#@ NOT._PUSHE.
INTO SPIRITUAL INTERESTS IMOTHY WAS SUCH
AN EXEMPLARY HRISTIAN THAT THE CHURCH
i PEOPLE WERE VERY PLEASED WITH HIM FOR HE
<-\LIVED UP TO_HIS NAME. THERE Is_|
, AT TIMOTHY S SPIRITUAL S

=1 AS AN ASSOCIATE OF
[D ABOUT EITHER HIS

. KIDS KNOWLTHAT
FA
SE 1S VANITY,~

™~ o

/,



“Y" I
p

&I,
WE LIVE IN A WORLD OF\INTERESTINm
FOR EXAMPLE, IF A YOUNGSTER RISES E ,

~ ON SUNDAY MORNING TO DELRVER PAPERS - THAT'S

CHARACTERIZED AS -LNJ.T.LAL%; IF_HE RISES
- Chense. EARLY TO GO TO CHURCH OR SUNDAY SCHOOL -

.., THAT'S CHARACTERIZED AS GRUEL. SOMEHOW IT's

.f\»bﬂ-/

“<</ IMPORTANT FOR CHILDREN TO TAKE BALHS, GO TO
SCHoOL ON MonpA T—SOMEHOW SUNDAY
SCHOOL_0R._CHUR gk QUENCE TO
MANY PARENTS. :

EUNICE'S ABILL
A l ¢ AR ' =i

s 8 : Dy
B SALVATION
WSIBILITY AND _SHOUED—R
TO SOMEO! (Il Tim. 5:15)

U b rSe Jon *

IMOTHY HAD NO_SUNDAX_SQHQQL 1LD

4s. FVANGELLSM OR

"WE DAR :*GT'TRUST THE SALVATTON OF
CHILDREN TO THE INTEREST OR INVOLVEMENT
; NE—f ANY PARENTS DO NOT FEELN

™\ IMPORTANT TO HER SOV“““"IRITUAL
WELLBEING - [l TIM., 5:15

THE MIND OF A YOUNG CHILD IS IMPRESSIONABLE,

oék;f HEY REMEMBER FROM EARLY CHILDHOOD. (YEARS
GO, A POLICEMAN IN DETROIT TOLD ME OF A
BOY WHO COULD STRIP A CAR IN A MATTER OF

jL_J-' »‘-b‘?l
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THERE IS A STORY ABOUT A GIRL NAMED
\- WHO WAS TAKEN BY INDIANS FROM HER
HOME IN PENNSYLVANIA TO NEwW YORK AFTER A
RAID IN_%ggéﬁERHER MOTHER WAS AT THE MILL
AND HER AND FATHER AND SISTER WERE
ALL KILLED., HER MOTHER SPENT ELEMEN.YEARS
SEARCHING FOR HER. AT THE CLOSE OF THE
N WAR, WORD CAME THAT A
GROUP OF WHITE GIRLS HAD BEEN TAKEN FROM THE
> INDIANS. PMrs. HARTMAN, ALONG WITH MANY
OTHER ANXIOUS MOTHERS, LOOKED THROUGH THE
’ RANKS OF THE CAPTIVES BUT UMABLE TO FIND
_HER DAUGHTER.. ABOUT TO GIVE UP HER SEARCH,
AN OFFICER ASKED THE MOTHER _IF REGINA HAD
ANY DISTINGUISHING MARKS ON HER BODY.
None. DID THE MOTHER EVER SING -TO HER
THERE WAS

el TTLE-GIRL- = A HYMN PERHAPS
P _ONE_HYMN SHE HAD BEEN FOND OF SO THE MOTHER
TBEGAN T0 TO SING IT AND BY THE TIME SHE REACHED

——

_ifi’/)?INUTES - THAT BOY WAS_12 YEARS OLD!;;’

THE $ GIRL BURST
« FROM THE,' l FOuBHESARMSWAE. HER
OR_HER SON AS HA
- SOME YEARS AGO, : A
és?fZ#Eﬁgﬁigffin_ﬁaAiﬁ WHO WAS 81 VEARS OLD
——*  WHO HAD NOT MISSED" L ATTENDANCE

IN OVER 20 YEARS - A PERFECT RECORD OF
= SOME 1040 SUNDAYS. SOMEQNE ASKED_WHAT WAS
" WRONG WITH Mrs. CrA1c? DoESN’'T SHE EVER
< HAVE.LQMEQNX THAT KEEPS HER AWAY FROM CHURCH
UNDAY? DOESN’T SHE EVER HAVE HEADACHES,

< ON S
b NERVOUS SPELLS, I.IRED FEELINGS,
OUT-OF~TOWN, BUSJNESS_IR_ES;

OR TROUBLE OF ANY KIND? DOESN'T SHE
P EVER HAVE ANY EREENDS WHO INVITE HER FOR
WEEKEND TRIPS TO EITHER THE SEASHORE,
MOUNTAINS? DOESN'T SHE EVER TAKE A

TION? DOESN'T SHE EVER SLEEP LATE ON
SUNDAY MORNING? DOESN'T IT EVER RAIN OR

\ 4
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SNOW ON SUNDAY MORNING? DOESN'T SHE EVER

GET HER EEELLNGS HURT BY SOMEONE IN CHURCH?
| @ DOESN'T SHE EVER GET.:MAB AT THE PREACHER,
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER, OR SOME OTHER?MEMBER

DOESN T SHE HAVE S

/

I1. A CERTAIN WOMAN NAMED LYDIA - VErRse 14

THERE 1S A _SINGLE WORD IN THE TEXT THAT

E SHE WAS
BEFORE HER

STANDS @GT—T§ CHARACTERIZE LYDIA - THAT
WORD IS
i’
+(A) SHE HAD AN OPEN! v/ ]
) K'__,‘:.,/( —

HOWEVER, WHEN PAUL PR#ACHED THE Gos
IN PHILIPPI SHE LISTENED. [|HE WORl

e
MEANS TO TAKE , 0 \
[SHE PAID AIIEE%%%R AND IT_PALD OFF. OSHE

- /™a<— "GOT SAVED, BARFIZED AND HER FAMILY GOT
e SAVED T00, (COMMENT REGABRING OUR FAMILY. )
" ey gyIT IS NOT UNUSUAL FOR A FAMILY. TOSEOLLON

T = A MOTRER kM EALL . | IS IS NOT SPEAKING
a""‘:‘@ / VE 24 157 W6 [IP BUT OF A
fo A—RELATIONSHI OMPARE AcTs 16:31
'\QA\‘,,J/ - " J/SJ
%" THEY WILL BE SAVED 100,55 .
(B) SHE HAD AN OPEN{ M orda- Q)
P Y “A DEALER IN PURPLE - DYED GARMENTS.” THIS

PHRASE TS ONE WORD IN GREEK. THE WORD

IS PORPHUROPOLIS. SHE WAS A "PORPHUROP-
_OLIS PERSON WE wouLD cALL LYDIA A
"BUSINESSWOMAN - AND A WEALTHY ONE. THYATIRA
WAS A COMMERCIAL CENTER. LYDIA HAD LEARNED
HER TRADE WELL. SHE WAS FROM A “DYEING

duild M 4 - al .‘
L———/(
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Relids ower pusies

HERCHEALTH BUT ONLY THEIRHOLD/DPVER HER.
PERH E WAS ATTRACTED BECAUSE

HE WAS NOT LIKE OTHER_PEQOPLE, HE WAS
INTERESTED IN THE SPIRITUAL WELLBEING OF
PEOPLE ~AND NOT FOR WHAT HE COULD GET FROM

- éﬁ{lﬁls GIRL NAS.SQME.MQIH%% S
NE OF THE SADDEST STORIES

THEM(

IMAGINABLE HAD TO DO WITH A TEENAGE GIRL
WHO WAS SERIOUSLY INJURED IN AN AUTOMOBILE
ACCIDENT LATE_ONE NIGHT. TAKEN TO TH
HQSPITAL A SEARCH WAS MADE FOR HER<ﬂ§£EEE)
WHO WAS AT A COCKTAILL PARTY. WHEN TH
MOTHER SOBERED—YP_ENQUGH TO-GO-_TQ THE
HOSPITAL, SHE WAS TOLD THAT HER DAUGHTER

MIGHT NOT LIVE. ONE OF HER DAUGHTER'S LAST
STATEMENT WAS REPORTED AS FOLLOWS: “MOTHER,

YOU_TAUGHT ME_ALL OF THE SOC TABLE
FHINC YoU TAUGHT ME HOW TO "
DANCE, SMOKE;—RHAY—EARBS AND E

QEMEN-.AND [ HAVE LEARNED ALL OF THAT 2

WELL. PLEASE MoTHER, | AM SCARED AND SO \:
ALQNE AND YOU HAD NEVER TOLD ME HOW IQ DIE%.
- 0Dt EAHL.HAS

~“REGARD, HE Bgf%ﬁggﬁﬂﬁiﬁﬁﬂﬁ*_bNE OF THE
MOST PERSECUTED_M;QQ%*I;§§ IN ALL OF THE
WORLD - THE BORN AGAIN, FUNDAMENTAL,
BIBLE- BELIEVING CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT.
However, Gob KNOWS THAT CHRISTIANS DO NOT

. ==~ THRIVE é? Y_ﬂﬂl_hﬂﬂii BUT RATHER IN "H0
(i )> /PE& EARS _AGO. IN A COLLEGE CHAP

EMEMBER THE CHAPLAIN OF A FEDERAL
PENITENTIARY IN ATLANTA SPEAKING OF HIS
MINISTRY TO THE CRIMINALS IN THAT
INSTITUTION. HE SAID THAT EVEN THE MOST
HAR RIMLMALS HAD ONE WORD THAT COULD
REACH THEM - SMoTHER. [ DO NOT KNOW IF THAT
WORD STILL HAS ITS MABIL;BIBQ BUT THERE IS
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RoBERT K. SPRADLING FEBRUARY 7, 1993

"THE COMMUNION CUP"
MATTHEW 26:26-30

THE EVENTS OF THIS CHAPTER OCCURRED ON THE VERY
NIGﬂ%.JESUS WAS BETRAYED, ARRESTED THE NIGHT
BEFORE HIS CRUCIFIXION, [HERE IS NO HINT OF
CRISIS IN THESE VERSES. IHERE IS_NO TURMOIL IN
JESUS' HEART ONLY TRANQUILITY.

LIFE DID NOT BLOW HIM OFF COURSE. HEY NEVER
HAD, THEY NEVER WOULD, JEsué WAS NOT PREOCCUPIED

WITH HIs OWN SITUATION BUT RATHER SUSTAINED
INTEREST IN THE RELATIONSHIP. BETWEEN HIMSELF_AND
His DISCIPLES. AS JESUS' ST MEAL. [HEY
WERE EATING [ - HE PASSOVER WAS THE
F THE ALSO _CALLED

LY SPEAKING, IT

1ISTORICAL

“UNLEAVENED BREAD,
#™ “WAS THE_MOST IMPORTANI OF THE_JEWISH FEASTS. IT

~

WAS A REMINDER OF THE JEW'S DELIVERANCE FROM
FeypT. (EXPLAIN) AS THEY WERE EATING, JESUS
INSTITUTE ANOTHER MEAL. HE TOOK TWO ELEMENTS
FROM THE PASSOVER, BREAD AND CUP, AND FROM THESE
WOULD DRAW A PICTURE OF HIS-QWN DEATH. THE
ELEMENTS OF THE MEAL HAVE SPECMAL MEANING OR

SIGNIFICANCE TO THE CHURCH. 1]59\,(‘_ LM‘-
I, THE SYMBOLS - Verses 26-28 ™ 1'&24)

THE BREAD AND THE CUP REPRESENT SOMETHING
ELSE. As YOU KNOW, THERE ARE VARIOUS VIEWS
CONCERNING THESE ELEMENTS WHICH SPEAK OF THEM IN
A SUPERNATURAL WAY. THE PHRASE “IHIS IS...."

IS A FIGURE OF SPEECH. FOR EXAMPTE, IF ONE SHOWS

“YOU A PICTURE OF A LOVED ONE HE MAY SAY: "THIS

IS MY WIFE/HUSBAND/CHILD.” No 17 ISN'T - IT IS A

VISIBLE REPRESENTATION OR A REMINDER OF THE

-
_DEE&NEDJQ_BE! So THIS MEAL WAS A REMINDER OF

A_DEEPER _MEANING NOT A DEVINE MIRACLE. (I COR.

(2)k ool T nusr
(3.0 aqok Foruierd

l].:23'2ﬁ)u.)¢°°k el srank. ‘) uf: B«[
o S




[I. THE SUBJECTS - VERSE 27
THE WORD ALL' IN THE TEXT IS THE SAME WORD
USeD IN VERSE 3I. THERE IS SOME EVIDENCE THAT
AS. ALREADY DEPARTED THE UPPER ROOM, THIS IS
RD'S SUPPER OR [ABLE. [HEREFORE, AS A
LOCAL CHURCH IT IS OUR FEELING THAT ALL WHO
BELONG TO HIM ARE WELCOME AT HIS TABLE. SIMPLY
STATED, WE AS A CHURCH DO NOT PRACTICE CLOSED
COMMUNION., HE SPOKE OF BEING “WLIH YOU” IN THAT
FUTURE KINGDOM, IHIS IS THE SAME MESSAGE JESUS
GAVE IN J £] - L

ihtgf;,,% v
[T1. THE SONG - Verse 350

WHEN THE MEAL WAS OVER, THEY SANG A SONG TO
SEAL THE SACREDNESS QF THE SERVICE. [T WAS A
HYMN NOT HYSTERIA! THE _SONG IN THE UPPER ROOM
#™ WOULD SOON BE PLACED WITH THE SUEEERING AND
OF BOTH GETHSEMANE AND CALVARY. IN ALL
PROBABILITY THEY SANG EXCERPTS FROM THE PSALMS,
SPECIFICALLY, 118, ToDAY WE SING A SONG TO
REMIND US OF THE BLESSEDNESS OF THIS_MEMORIAL
MEA MANY SONGS ARE APPROPRIATE BUT ONES
ONTAINING THE BLOOD AND THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS
ARE CERTAINLY FITTING. (COMMENT REGARDING
STRAUSS' STATEMENT DURING ILLNESS.) I'M SURE
THE DISCIPLES NEVER FORGOT THE MUSIC OF IHAT
MOMENT. OVERRIDING THIS WHOLE SITUATION IS THE
FACT THAT SIMPLICITY PREVAILED. [HERE WAS NO
PAGEANTRY, CEREMONY, POMP, OR RITUAL. THERE WERE
NO SPEECHES, ROBES, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS - JUST A
E.MEAL IN-SIMRLE _SURROUNDINGS WITH THE
AND HIS .SHEEP. PARTICIPATING, SIMPLICITY
AND SPIRITUALITY SEEM TO BE VITALLY LINKED.,
FOR EXAMPLE, IF ONE TRAVELED TO JERUSALEM TO LOOK
FOR A MONUMENT REGARDING JESUS LIFE AND MINISTRY
HE WOULD FIND NONE. IHERE'S AN EMPTY CROSS AND
AN EMPTY TOMB. IHERE ARE NO GRANITE STATUTES OR
BRONZE PLAQUES COMMEMORATING WHAT JESUS DID FOR
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THAT EATING SHOULD BE PRECEDED BY SELF-
EXAMINATION.

VI. THE PENALTY - Verses 30-34

THE' HOSPITAL AND CEMETERY AT CORINTH WERE
POPULATED IN SOME MEASURE BY CAREEESS

S, NoT MUCH IS SAID TODAY ABOUT
CHRISTIANS WHO HAVE BEEN TAKEN HOME TO
HEAVEN PREMAFUREWY BECAUSE OF THEIR
FAILYURE=TO~JUDGE~SIN-IN-THEIR_LIVES. iF
| UNDERSTAND THESE VERSES CORRECTLY, IF YOU
AND | CHOOSE NOT TO DEAL WITH
I NS EleFmdUBGMENT , GOD WILL BE REQUIRED TO
DEAL WITH IT IN ORD 0 O URsselohb L
DE S TFNATTONT IS ONE OF THOSE
JUDGMENTS MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE THAT WE
KNOW LEAST=ABQUT. LIKE US, THE CORINTHIAN
CHURCH WAS SLOW TO DEAL WITH SIN BOTH
PERSONALLY AND IN THE CHURCH. CHASTENING
IN THE BIBLE 1S DESIGNED TO-RESGUE AND NOT

.RUIN.BELIEVERS.
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US., THAT MEMORIAL IS BOUND UP IN A SIMPLE MEAL.
[T 1S INCREDIBILE THAT SUCH A MEAL COULD

ACCOMPLISH H A TASK. SOMEONE HAS SAID THAT
L IN WASHINGTON WHERE OVER
5 ,000 CASUALITIES OF THE WAR ARE INSCRIBED HAS

BECOME OUR “WAILING WALL.” WHEN WE COME
TOGETHER TO REMEMBER CHRIST IT IS NOT IN AN
ATTITUDE OF MOURNING BUT WITH ONE OF -REJQICING
AND LOOKFNG—BAECKWARD TO CALVARY AND FQRWARD TO

THE RAPTURE .




RoBERT K, SPRADLING FERruARY 13, 1994

CHRISTIANS AND COMMUNION
[ Cor., 11:17FF

WHY DO WE OBSERVE THE COMMUNION SERVICE?
[s 1T A RELIGIOUS.RILUAL SOMEONE SWARFED
AND WE DON'T KNOW HOW TO_SIQR, IT’

IT HAVE A MYSIICAL.QUALIILY THAT GIVES A
SPIRITUAL-LLET - A KIND OF SPIRITUAL ELX?
THERE ARE TWO REASONS MENTIONED IN THE
TEST FOR OBSERVING THIS CHURCH ORDINANCE.

(1) "I HAVE RECEIVED OF THE LorDp” - V. 23

THIS ORDINANCE IS DIVINE IN ORIGIN. IT wAs
NOL SOMETHING PAUL AND OTHER ECCLESIASTICAL
“CEADERS PLANNED OR WORKED UP AS PART OF
CHURCH LITURGY.

(2) "As oFTEN As” - V.26

THE COMMUNION SERVICE IS A_SILENT SERMON IN
WHICH THE BELIEVER_PREACHES WHEN HE

PARTICIPATES. S0, WE OBSERVE THIS ORDINANCE
BECAUSE WE ARE INSTRU l'D TO DO

IS A REFERENCE TO SOMETHING THAT {s PASSED_ON
_FROM.ONE..GENERATION.TO. ANOTHER . T 19
DIVINE, NOT HUMAN, IN ORIGIN., [HERE ARE

JUST TW , BARLLSM AND
COMMUMNLON. THE LORD'S_TABLE OR _COMMUNION IS
ALSO KNOWN AS THE EUCHARIST OR SAGRAMENTS.
VIEWS VARY AS TO WHAT THEY REPRESENT BUT FOR
CHURCHES LIKE OURS, BOTH THE FRUIT OF THE
VINE AND THE BREAD ARE IN .
THE ELEMENTS REPRESENT THEé]JT?AND moa)

OoF CHRIST GIVEN FOR US AT CACVARY. IS
A SENSE IN WHICH THIS ORDINANCE GREW OUT OF A

4

o~/
(T g Jor
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TRADITIONAL MEAL CALLED THE PAssovER FEAST.
[T WAS DURING THAT .MEMORIAL MEAL COMMEMORA-
TING THE DELIVERANCE OF [SRAEL FROM EGYPT
THAT MATTHEW SAID ...."AS, THEY WERE

EARdG ... JESUS INSTITUTED SOMETHING

A NEW MEMORIAL DURING THAT SUPPER. [T HAS
BEEN CALLED THE LAST SUPPER BUT IT IS BOTH
LAST AND FIRST. IHE PASSOVER WAS THE '
SUPPER OF AN OLD DISPENSATION BUT THE LORD'S
SUPPER WAS THE EIRSI OF A NEW DISPENSATION.

I. THE PLACE - VErse 18

THE LORD'S SUPPER OR COMMUNION IS ABGHUREH

p NOT AN INDIVIDUAL ORDINANCE.
OR EXAMPLE, SEVERAL YEARS AGO A HOLLYWOOD

CELEBRITY DECIDED TO BAPTIZE SEVERAL
CONVERTS” IN HIS SWIMMING PoOL. HE WAS
NOT PRACTICING A CHURCH ORDINANCE. A BRE
STUDY..GROUP, A SUNDAY SCHOOL.CLASS, A COILTLAGE

PRAYER=MEETING MAY BE A Cua+s;4au.ﬁanu
GATHERED FOR A GOOB=RURRQSE BUT IF IT IS NOT
AND ADMIMLSIERED IN A CHURCH
ORIENTED FASHION, IT IS NOT A CHURCH
ORDINANCE. [HE BIBLE IS VERY CLEAR REGARDING
T ) [T INVOLVES
( AND ORELCERS,
L. 1S POSSIBLE EOR
EIR_INTERESTS

BLID WORSHIP,
DISCIPLINE AND MINISERY .

. KEEP IN MIND THAT THE CHURCH TS
BEOTH AN

e RRINANCE «
AND O . THE
ORDINANCE IS OggtRVED WHEN\ TH

ORD'S PEOPLE
CATHER TOGETHER IN PUBLIC WORSHIP. MAN IS
INTUITIVELY IDOLATROUS AND WILL FIX HIS
MIND ON RELICS, AND RIIUALS OF RELLGLON
INSTEAD OF THE REDEEMER, IT kS EASY TO FOCUS
ONE'S ATTENTION UPON THE COMMUNION SERVICE
AND NOT UPON THE CHRIST WHOM THE SERVICE

REMEMBERS ! -

Cz By
- C L \
{%; "77“4—M‘/

—
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[I. THE PEOPLE - Verse 18
THE COMMUNION SERVICE IS NOT DESIGNED AS A

SOCIA G LIKE A=GHURGCH.ELCNIC. [T
CIFICALLY FOR THE BORN AGAIN - FOR

BELIEVERS (I_Cop., 1:29 ARE
¥ E, SOMETIMES CALLED CHRISTIANS,
BRETHREN, BELIEVERS EVEN PILGRIMS. WE ARE
NOT ALWAYS SAINTLY BUT WE ARE ALWAYS SAVED.
THE SCRIPTURE DOES NOT SUGGEST THAT THE
COMMUNION SERVICE BE RESTRICTED T
WHO ARE BY
VIRTUE OF THEIR OUTSTANDING CHAR AND
COMMITMENT TO PARTAKE OF THESE_ELEMENTS.,
THE TERM UNWORTHILY IN VERSE IS AN

~ NOT ANM HAT IS;%
\;xLH IN A ELF_TO PARTI

SWCOMMUNION SERVICE. [HE EMPHA
THIS AREA IS ON A PROPER MANNER OR
OR APPROAGCH..TO THE COMMUNION TABLE.

SHOULD BE DONE WITH A HUMBLE, CONTRITE, SELF-
LESS APPROACH AND NO ONE OF ,SUPERIORITY

AND ARROGANCE, ~ (Lwtbazﬁ&u-.»/éf
[II. THE PROBLEMS - V. 18-22

PHRASES SUCH AS | Paaasmhamuuauu' "WORSE

NOT=BELLER”, "DLVISLON", "HERESLES”

"D , ALL SUGGEST THERE WERE Mﬁﬁéiéﬁﬁ
OBLEMS~JN THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH THA

CREPT OVER INTO THE COMMUNION

SERYV THE
CORINTHIAN CHU WAS BOTH THE D
AND TH OF THE CHURCHES. [HE

GIFTS WERE GREAT BUT THEY WERE NOT ALWAYS USHE
IN THE BEST POSSIBLE WAY. FOR EXAMPLE, THERE
WERE PROBLEMS WITH PRIDE, IMMB®RALITY,
DIVORCE, LITIGATION, LACK OF SEPARATION FROM
THE WORLD AND MANY OTHER PROBLEMS. THERE WAS
A CUSTOM IN THE EARLY CHURCH ASSOCIATED WITH
COMMUNION THAT INVOLVED A COMMON MEAL.
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THAT WAS CALLED THE LOVE.EEAST
OF THE [T WAS DESIGNED FOR THE
PURPOSE 0 CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP. A

NO=ARLSTFROCRATS, m.EDIE‘ME‘ﬁBERs IN His
CEURCH., OUR DIFFERENCES ARE DIFFERENCES

IN AND “RESPONSHETIIREES; NOT IN STANDING

BEF IM. THIS MAKES THE CHURCH OF JESUS

YING ;;;;;,;;* SHOULD HAVE NO PLACE.
THE CORINTHIANS BY CONTRAST HAD RAMORILIE
LEABERS: AND=FAVORIFE=GRALUPS AND THE CHURCH
HAD SPLINTERED OVER SUCH PRACTICES. AT THE
AGAPE, ALL CHRISTIANS WERE TO BRING THEIR
RESOURCES IN THE AREA OF FOOD AND REFRESH-
MENTS, LARGE _OR SMALL, TO A COMMON MEAL.
T WAS ME=OF=SHARING. PROBLEMS AROSE AT
CORINTH WHEN THE RICH DIVIDED INTO SMALL,
EXCLUSIVE GROUPS AND EXCLUDED THE POOR AND
OTHER UNDESIRABLES, WAS
DIVIDED INTO ALL KINDS OF SOCIAL GRQUPS SUCH
AS FREEMBN, AS OPPOSED TO SkAVES; -GREEKS AS
OPPOSED TO BARBAREANS, JEWS AS OPPOSED TO
GENTILES. [N THE CHURCH, PAUL MAKES IT VERY
LEAR THESE BARRIERS SHOULD NOT BE ERECTED.
i‘-h,RESULTED IN THEIR VARIOUS SPLINTER
GROUPS AT CORINTH. PAUL USED THE TERMS
HERESY AND SEGES TO DESCRIBE THEM. [HAT IS
BOTH STRONG-WILLED PEOPLE WHO CLAMORED FOR
RECOGNITION AND PUT UNDO WORTH ON THEIR OWN
OPINIONS AND BEING WHICH IN TURN CREATED
PROBLEMS IN THE CHURCH, 11E=£££§§%%ﬁ OF THE
COMMON MEAL SPILLED OVER INTO TH MUNION
SERVICE WHICH WAS NOT DESIGNED TO FILL A
HUNGRY STOMACH. IT WAS A MEMORIAL TO
COMMEMORATE THE LORD'S DEATH AND HIS SECOND
CCMING, AS IS OFTEN THE CASE, THE CARNAL
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REATED SACRED THINGS LIGHTLY AND INTERPRETED
SACRED THINGS IN THE LIGHT OF THEIR APPETITES
3 HE-WAY, SOME FOLKS HAVE

ERSE 22)THAT CHURCHES SHOULD NOT

HAVE ANY PLACE FORPREPARING MEALS SUCH AS
- _@U.ESTION- DoES IHIS VERSF

ARNAL T TY

PAUL WASHV ; FOR
ALL CHURCHES %W

OF THE CORINTHIANS. THE SUPPER WHICH THEY
WERE ABUSING WAS MNOT_A _PROHIBITION FROM
SOCIAL_EUNCTLIONS IN THE CHURCH TODAY. [HE
SUPPER THEY WERE ABUSING WAS NOT LIKE THE
FELLOWSHIP SUPPERS WE ENJOY,

IV. THE PURPOSE - VErRse 26

THE COMMUNION TABLE LOOKS BACKWARD_TO THE
CROSS AND FORWARD TO HIS COMING., THE
COMMUNION TABLE RESTS IN THE PAST AND ALSO
IN PROPHECY., [T IS BOTH_EVANGELICAL AND
ESCHATOLOGICAL IN NATURE.

V. THE PREPARATION - VErse 28-32
THE COMMUNION SERVI

IS A TIME TO LOOK BABK,
' THE CORINTHIANS

- & 0 START IS WITH

. 3'D NOT OTHERS. IT IS A TIME OF
CPIRITUAE—+N¥E#¥0RY, A TIME TO _GRADE OUR OWN
SPIRIFUAL=TEST=RAPER . BY THE WAY, IT WAS NOT
SUGGESTED THAT THE CORINTHIANS NOT PARTICIPATE
BUT RATHER THEY WERE ENCOURAGED TO EAT BUT




