ROBERT K. SPRADLING OcToBer 23, 1988
EVENING

THE THINGS OF GOD IN ROMANS

ONE OF THE HIGH POINTS OF MY CHRISTIAN
EXPERIENCE WAS TO STUDY THE BOOK OF ROMANS
UNDER A MAN_WHO HAD TAUGHT IT FOR OVER

0 YEARS. EVEN THOUGH I HAD BEEN SAVED FOR
A NUMBER:OF YEARS AND HAD STUDIED ROMANS IN
BOTH BIBLE INSTITUTE AND BIBLE COLLEGE, IT
WAS IN THAT CLASS | GAINED A NEW APPRECIATION
FOR THE WOrRD oF Gop. MANY OF THE MAJOR
RELIGIOUS AWAKENINGS IN CHURCH HISTORY MAY BE
LINKED TO A NEW DISCOVERY OF THE TEACHINGS
OF THE BOOK OF ROMANS. LUTHER AND THE
PROTESTANT REFORMATION WERE LINKED TO THE
ROMAN IDEA: "THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.
BoTH JoHN AND CHARLES WESLEY WERE PREACHERS
OF THE BOOK OF ROMANS. IN QUR GENERATION,
WHO CAN FORGET THAT DONALD BARNHOUSE PREACHED
FROM THIS BOOK FOR OVER 3% YEARS IN HIS CHURCH
WITHOUT VARIATION AND IT BOTH TRANSFORMED AND
FILLED HIS CHURCH! AsS A MATTER OF FACT,
CANNOT REMEMBER HEARING BARNHOUSE PREACH
ANYTHING OTHER THAN FROM RoMANS. = JAMES
STIFLER STATES THAT AS A SEMINARY PROFESSOR
HE HAD GUIDED OVER 20 CLASSES OF STUDENTS
THROUGH THIS WONDERFUL BOOK - 14 OF THEM
DEALING WITH THE ORIGINAL TEXT AND CONSIDERING
EVERY MAJOR WORD - AN ENORMOUS BLESSING.
THE BOOK OF ROMANS TELLS US HOW GOD CAN
FORGIVE SIN AND HOW WE MAY HAVE A RIGHT
RELATIONSHIP WITH Him. THE PHRASE "oF Gop”
OCCURS 59 TIMES IN THE BOOK OF ROMANS AND
WE WILL ATTEMPT TO LOOK AT JUST A FEW TONIGHT.

[. THE GOSPEL OF GOD - 1:1

THE. NEWSPAPER. COMES TO MANY HOMES EVERY DAY.
IT BRINGS NEWS OF THE WORLD. I|HE MAIL ALSO
COMES ON A DAILY BASIS BRINGING BOTH GOOD
AND BAD NEWS. [HE GOSPEL IS NOT GOD'S BAD
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NEWS BUT HIS GOOD NEWS TO MEN.__LT_W
) EEUKE g:gﬁ "] CAME NOT TO CALL THE RIGHTEOUS,

BUT SINNERS TO REPENTANCE.” THE GOSPEL IS

NOT_m,B_Am OR .GOOD.INIENTIONS BUT..GQOR
~MEWS. PAUL SPENT HIS LIFE MAKING THIS GOOD
NEWS AVAILABLE TO MEN., IN CHAPTER 1 ALONE

IT STATES IN THE GOSPEL IS FROM Gobp,
NOT MEN, - NOT A NEW IDEA BUT
PROMISED LD TESTAMENT. - [1%
THEME 1S JEsus CHRIST. VERS - [TS MANNER
OF DISSEMINATION THROUGH ACHING,

- IT IS A POWERFUL MESSAGE AND IT
IS TO ALL MEN - A UNIVERSAL MESSAGE.

- IT DECLARES THE RIGHTEOUSNESS

OF GoD. THE GOSPEL WAS THE ONE MESSAGE THAT
COULD HAVE SAVED RoME.

IT. THE WILL OF GOD - 1:10

FROM THE TIME OF HIS CONVERSION TO CHRIST,
PAUL'S PERSONAL -PLANS. FOR HIS LIFE AND CAREER
VANISHED, FROM THAT DAY, HIS OWN AMBITIONS
GAVE PLACE TO THE WILL OF GoD. HE HAD NO
PLANS FOR LIFE BUT GOD’S PLAN. THIS WAS THE
ATTITUDE OF CHRIST. NOTHING IN LIFE WAS

MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE WILL OF (GO

T (v 3 JESUS
WAS SAYING IN THESE VERSES THAT.TO.DO.THE
WILL. OF GOD IS THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IN
LIFE FOR ANYONE. [T IS BIGGER AND MORE VITAL
THAN ANYTHING ELSE IMAGINABLE. [0 DO THE
WILL OF GOD DOES NOT MEAN THE ELIMINATION
OF DIFFICULTIES OR PROBLEMS BUT IT DOES
A  SUGGEST A LI OF FULFILLMENT AND SATISFACTION.
) ~DIED HE SAID; T

DIED AT THE POINT OF LIFE'S MATURITY, NOT
FAR FROM WHERE HE WAS BORN, HAVING POURED HIs
LIFE INTO THE LIVES OF A DOZEN MEN - HE STATED
EMPHATICALLY THAT HE HAD DONE THE WILL OF

GOD - WHAT ELSE COULD A PERSON WANT?

=S o e s e S R




_3_

II1. THE POWER OF GOD - 1:16

THE CITIZENS OF ROME MAY HAVE LAUGHED WHEN
THEY READ THIS VERSE TO HEAR A JEWISH RABBI
TALK ABOUT POWER. IHERE ARE SEVERAL WORDS

IN THE NEW TESTAMENT TRANSLATED POWER. IN
MANY PLACES IT REFERS TO AUTHORITY. HOWEVER,
AS YOU PROBABLY ALREADY KNOW THE WORD IN THIS
VERSE IS THE BASIS FOR AT LEAST TWO ENGLISH
WORDS, DYNAMITE AND DYNAMO. PLEASE NOTICE
THAT THIS VERSE ASCRIBES THE GOSPEL MESSAGE
TO A SINGLE ACT AND THAT OF BELIEVING.
(CoMPARE ACTS 16 OHN S:ZH JOHN 3:36,
Joun 1:12, 1 i :12) ~ WHAT DOES IT MEAN

ilohBELIEVEWﬁgn&ﬂ SUPPOSEH%%EE%gggggﬁ%i$ﬁN
ARE SITTING A TABLE ON WHICH IS A

PLATTER FILLED WITH ALL KINDS OF SANDWICHES.
ONE MAN IS Am ANOTHER ADQCIOR, THE
THIRD AuEARMERs |HE SANDWICHES ARE PASSED

FROM ONE TO ANOTHER., THE&&E%%*?J TAKES AC |

SANDWICH AND BEGINS TO TAL HE DOCTOR
ABOUT THE LAIESTEXRERIMENLS IN WHICH THF
E

Lt STUDY . iH L<§;)
IN TURN REPLIES THAT HE TOO HAS BEEﬁgéﬁé%gE

IN CERTAIN TYPES OF RESEARCH TO SEE HOW-EGOD
AND BONE
HOW CELLS ARE BROKEN DOWN AND BUILT UP
THE _FUNCTION OF VARTOUS GLAND

NREHABILITATING..THE_BODY. [HE AIR IS
FILLED WITH TECHNLCAL_TERMS AND THE TWO MEN
ARE SO ENGROSSED IN THEIR CONVERSATION THAT
THEY ARE ANNOYED TO DISCOVER AFTER FINISHING
THE FIRST §KN3WEICH THE FARMER-HAS.EATEN_AlL
THE-REST. |HE SCIENTIST KNEW FAR MORE ABOUT
THE FUNCTIONS OF THE BODY AS RELATING TO

THE PROCESS OF CHANGING SANDWICHES INTO
ENERGY BUT_THE _FARMER WAS THE ONE_WHO WENT
AWAY FILLED WHILE THEY, HUNGRY. THE POINT:
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THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO HAVE HAD LLASSES._LM
. THEY HAVE GONE TO

L AND MAY KNOW A GREAT DEAL ABOUT
THE CONTENT OF THE BIBLE TO THE POINT THAT
THEY ARE CAPABLE OF TALKING ABOUT RELIGION,
ANY RELIGION, ON A PANEL DISCUSSION. [HE
POINT IS SATISFACTION DOES NOT COME FROM
TALKING ABOUT THE TECHNICALITIES OF CHRISTIAN-
ITY BUT RATHER FROM A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP
To JEsUS CHRIST BUT THIS IS WHAT THE WORD
BELIEVE IMPLIES.

IV, THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD - 1:17

RIGHTEQUSNESS IS THE THEME OF THIS EPISTLE,
IN ONE SENSE, IT IS THE WORD THAT DESCRIBES
THE STORY OF MANKIND IN ITS RELATIONSHIP TO
Gop, MAN. IS EVER SEEKING TO ESTABLISH HIS
OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND GOD IS EVER SHOWING
THAT THAT IS NOT ENOUGH. ROMANS TEACHES US
THAT CHRIST IS OUR_RIGHTEQUSNESS, AND_NOTHING
ELSE IS _ENOUGH. (IsA1AH b64:6, TiTus 3:5,
Romans 3:10, PHILIPPIANS 3:9). ROME wAS

THE NERVE CENTER _FOR LAW AND ORDER IN THE
ANCIENT WORLD. ~ROMAN LAW, ROMAN COURTS WERE
AMONG THE FAIREST IN THE WORLD AND THEY WERE
PROUD OF THEIR CONCEPT AND PRACTICE OF JUSTICE,
THE BIBLE STATES THAT MAN IS NOT RIGHTEOUS

BY NATURE. MAN DOES NOT, BY NATURE, CONFORM
TO RIGHT AND SEEK TO BE. STRAIGHT AND FAIR IN
ALL HE SAYS AND DOES., WHEN MEN THINK OF
RLGHLEQUSMESS THEY THINK OF IT IN TERMS
OFTRELAI+ﬁ55AMQuNI§. FOR EXAMPLE, THEY
THINK OF AS HAVING A GREAT DEAL OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS, MEN OF MORAL CONVICTION AS
HAVING MORE THAN OTHERS, THE AVERAGE MAN AS
HAVING SOME AND CRIMINALS HAVTﬁE-fTTT%e OR
NONE. THE BIBLE STATES THAT THIS IS NOT

THE CASE. [HE FIRST THREE CHAPTERS OF ROMANS
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DECLARE THAT THE WHOLE UNIVERSE IS BOTH
GUILTY_AND DEVOID OF RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE
Gop. THE BIBLE DECLARES THAT GOD REQUIRES
AND PROVIDES MEN WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS. GoD
REQUIRES OF EVERY MAN THAT HE BE PERFECTLY
RIGHTEOUS IN ORDER TO GET TO HEAVEN.
HOWEVER, WHAT GOD REQUIRES OF MEN HE, ALSO
PROVIDES FOR THEM, (II Cor. 5:21) ‘ngVERAL
YEARS A A FRIEND ON VACATION AND HI
FAMILY STOPPED IN A CERTAIN TOWN FOR DINNER.
THEY HAD BEEN TRAVELING ALL DAY AND MY
FRIEND HAD ON A SHORT-SLEEVE SHIRT, SHORTS,
SNEAKERS, NO-SQCKS, NO_COAT, NO-TLF. AT

A CERTAIN RESTAURANT WHERE THEY INQUIRED

AND APPLIED FOR A TABLE, THE HOSTESS WAS A
LITTLE EMBARRASSED TO REMIND MY FRIEND THAT
IT WAS THE ROLICY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT THAT
GENTLEMEN MUST WEAR &OALS FOR THE EVENING
MEAL AND EVEN MORE SPECIFICALLY NO ONE COULD
GET IN WITHOUT A COAT. HOWEVER, ANTICIPATING
SUCH A SITUATION, THE HOSTESS SAID TO MY
FRIEND: “COME_MITH-ME-RLEASE.” HE WAS TAKEN
INTO A CERTAIN COAT ROOM WHERE HANGING ON
SEVERAL RACKS WERE COATS OF ALL SIZES. My
FRIEND WAS QUICKLY FITTED WITH A COAT FOR

DINNER. IN SO DOING, THE_POLICY OF THE

OINT: NHAT GoD REQUIRES OF US, HE ALSO
PROVIDES FOR US., PROBLEM: MEN DO NOT EASILY
NOR WILLINGLY ACCEPT GOD'S PERFECT PROVISION
BUT RATHER IN LARGE MEASURE MAKE UP THEIR OWN
RULES AND ATTEMPT TO_GET_INTO HEAVEN BY

THEIR OWN DEVICES. [HE BIBLE STATES CLEARLY
AND EMPHATICALLY THIS CANNOT BE DONE.
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V. THE WRATH OF GOD - 1:18

WHEN MEN SPEAK OF WRATH IT IS USUALLY
REFERRING TO EMOTIONAL UPSURGE OR AS STATED

T IS THE WRATH ND NOT OF REASON.
OR EXAMPLE, A WHERE WAR CRIMINALS
WERE TRIED MANY - CTIMS WERE FILLED

WITH RAGE AGAINST THE GERMANS BUT THE COURT
ITSELF DID NOT CONDEMN THEM ON THE BASIS OF
EMOTION ALONE BUT RATHER THE WRATH OF THE

E

IT WAS THE OF
LAW. ..

éOD. éVERY‘
THING THAT IS DECENT IN MANKIND S ouT

FOR FAIRNESS AND JUSTICE AGAINST THE TYRANNY
OF MEN LIKE HITLER, MUSSOLINI AND STALIN.

LOVE DEMANDS WRATH IN CERTAIN SLIUATIONS.
, A MAN MIGHT OWN A”DOG_WHICH HIS
SO VERY MUCH. [HE DOG T BECOME

o

THE PEL OF THE HOUSE. ONE DAY THAT ANIMAL

CONTACTS RABLIES, GOES MAD AND SEEKS TO BITE
THE SON. [HERE'S NO—QUESTLON THAT THE DOG
MUST BE DESTROYED IN ORDER TO PRQIECI THE
SON.. THE PRINCIPLE MIGHT BE FURTHER STATED
OF A FATHER WHO HAD TWO SONS. ONE GOES 1IN

AND SEEKS TO KILL HIS BROTHER. IHE RIGHT
KIND OF FATHER WILL PRQTECT HIS CHILDREN EVEN
S N. THERE IS A FEELI

ABROAD TODAY THAT MEN MAY SIN AND GET BY

OR GET AWAY WITH IT SIMPLY BECAUSE SO MANY DO,
BARNHOUSE TELLS THE STORY ABOUT A MAN WHO
SOWED AND REAPED A BUMPER CROP AND DID SO BY
WORKING ON SUNDAY. SOMEONE ASKED THE LOCAL
PASTOR HOW COULD EXPLAIN SUCH A THING. HIs
ANSWER: “GOD DOES NOT SETTLE HIS ACCOUNTS

IN OcToBER.” ONE COMMENTATOR HAS SUGGESTED
THAT THE WRATH OF GOD IS LIKE A GREAT DAM AND
THE WATERS ARE BACKED UP BEHIND IT. FROM THE

4
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DAY THAT MAN SINNED AGAINST (GOD THE WRATH

OF GOD HAS BEEN STORED UP AGAINST SIN. [HERE
WAS A PLACE CALLED CALVARY WHERE SOME OF THAT
PENT-UP WRATH SPILLED OVER ON HIs SonN BuT
THE DAY OF HIS FUTURE JUDGMENT IS SURE AND
MEN MUST FACE THAT WRATH. MEN WILL BE DEALT
WITH IN WRATH BECAUSE THEY REFUSE TO BE DEALT
WITH IN LOVE.

VI, THE GLORY AND TRUTH OF GOD - 1:23,25

THESE VERSES TELL US OF MANKIND THAT HAS BEEN
CARELESS_ CONCERNING GoD’S GLORY AND GoD’s
TRUTH. PAUL POINTS TO THE FACT THAT THE
UNSAVED MAN TAKES A DOWNWARD ROAD TOWARD
IDOLATRY AND SEX PERVERSION., [HIS IS ONE
PRICE MEN PAY FOR TURNING THEIR BACK ON Gop -
HE TurRNs His BAck ON THEM, MAN HAS TWO
CHOICES, EITHER MAN'S LIE ABOUT GoD orR GoD’s
TRUTH ABOUT MAN,

VII. THE JUDGMENT OF GOD - 1:32

WHENEVER THE WORD JUDGMENT IS MENTIONED,

SOME GET OFFENDED. [N OUR DAY OF SOPHISTICA-

TION AND REFINEMENT, T SerpGelO IN SOCIAL
NVERSATION. SuPPOSE<H ADYERTIZED

FOR A CARRIER WHO UPON APF D: "] AM

OF SUCH EMOTIONAL MAKEUP THAT I CANNOT STAND

BAD_NEWS. | WILL DELIVER ALL OF THE MESSAGES

RELATING TO GOOD EQRIUNE SUCH AS MARRIAGES,

BIRTHS, BUSINESS SUCCESS, BUT PLEASE NO

ANNOUNCEMENTS OR MESSAGES ABOUT DEATH,

SICKNESS OR DISASTER.” OR, WHAT WOULD YOU

THINK OF ABHYSICIAN WHO UPON GRADUATION FROM

MEDICAL SCHOOL SAID, "I WILL INFORM MY PATIENTS

OF ALL MINOR DISEASES WHICH HAVE OR ARE KNOWN

TO BE CURABLE. SERIOUS MATTERS SUCH AS

HEART DISEASE OR CANCER THEY WILL HAVE TO

LEARN THE CONSEQUENCES OF SUCH DISEASES FROM

SOMEONE ELSE.,

UCH_THINKING..LS. _SHEER-NONSENSE
ascAuSE_NE_L+ME_LN_A_ﬂQRLB_Mhﬁﬁﬁ DISEASE 1S
A REALITY HESE VERSES IN THE CON

__//
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THIS CHAPTER STATE SOME INTERESTING FACTS
ABOUT MAN’S SIN. MAINLY

(1) MAN SINS AGAINST LIGHT IN THIS PASSAGE,
PAUL MAKES IT VERY CLEAR THAT MAN HAS TURNED
HIS BACK ON THE VOICE OF GOD IN SEVERAL WAYS.
FOR EXAMPLE HE HAS IGNORED THE VOICE OF GoD
IN CREATION - Romans 1:19-20; HE HAS IGNORED
THE VOICE OF CONSCIENCE - RoMANS 2:14-16.

MAN HAS WILFULLY GONE AGAINST THE TESTIMONY
OF GOD IN CREATION AND HIS OWN CONSCIENCE.
MAN HIS WILLFULLY GONE AGAINST HIS OWN MORAL
STANDARDS REGARDLESS OF HOW LOW OR HOW HIGH
THEY MIGHT BE. T[HIS VERSE STATES THAT MAN
SANCTIONS SIN IN HIS FELLOWMAN - HE GETS
PLEASURE FROM IT. [IHE IDEA OF THE VERSE IS
THAT OF APPROV.ING OR APPLAUDING PEOPLE WHO
ARE SINNING, ECENTLY SOME FRIENDS STOPPED
BY AND WE WERE REVIEWING SOME OF THE PLEASANT
TIMES OF HAVING LIVED IN A SMALL TOWN IN
MicHIGAN. ONE OF MY REGREIS ABOUT LIVING IN
THE TOWN WAS THE PRESENCE OF

TRACK+ MANY POOR PEOPLE WASTED THEIR EARNINGS
ON THIS TYPE OF PROGRAM AND THE PROBLEMS WHICH
AROSE OUT OF THE RACETRACK WERE ENORMOUS.,
HOWEVER, BECAUSE_MULTIPLIED THOUSANDS OF

DOLLARS _WERE _PAID E TAXES TO THE
FOWN=— EVERYONE WAS SUPPOSED TO 8
gaﬂg ﬁND ;g_mgthﬂmr‘Trnm

SIMPLY STATED IT WAS THE STATE
SANCTION OF +GAMBLING AND GIVING IT OR PUTTING
IT IN A=GOOD-MORAL.LIGHT . IT WAS AND IS A
SAD COMMENTARY ON SOCIETY WHEN MEN TAKE A
LIGHT VIEW OF GETTING MONEY FROM OTHER MEN
BY APPEALING TO THEIRJ_QEEEEﬁE§‘¥§S AND
PASSIONS. IHE IDEA THAT RESPECTABLE
BECAUSE THE DEALER IS A RESPECTABLE CITIZEN
IS LUDICROUS. THE IDEA THAT BMORCE IS RIGHT

BECAUSE EVEN THE PRESIDENT OF OUR COUNTRY
IS A DIVORCED MAN IS ALSO ABSOLUTELY
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ASTOUNDING. IN THIS VERSE, PAUL TEACHES
THAT REGARDLESS OF HOW MEN MAY RATIONALIZE
OR EVADE THE ISSUE, JUDGMENT IS INEVITABLE
AND MEN WILL FACE THEIR CREATOR. YEARS AGO,
IN ATLANTA, A FIRE BROKE OUT IN A DOWNTOWN
HOTEL. FIRE EQUIPMENT, SEARCH LIGHTS WERE
SET UP IN THE STREET. LOUD SPEAKERS WERE
SET UP AS FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS PLEADED
WITH PEOPLE NOT TO JUMP FROM THE BUILDING.
ENCOURAGING WORDS WERE CALLED OUT TO STAY IN
THEIR ROOMS BECAUSE EQUIPMENT WOULD MAKE IT
POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO ESCAPE. IN THE UPPER
STORIES OF THE BUILDING, AS THE FIRE
INTENSIFIED, PEOPLE LEAPED TO THE PAVEMENT
BELOW AND THEIR DEATH. IN THAT PARTICULAR
FIRE, 12/ PEOPLE DIED. THE MORAL OF THE
STORY 1S THAT MEN WILL GO TO ANY LENGTHS TO
ESCAPE FIRE,




RoBERT K. SPRADLING MarcH 6, 1988

WHAT YOU DON'T KNOW COULD HURT YOU

THEgE IS AN OLD SAYING "WHAT YOU DON'T KNOW
WON'T HURT YOU, IN THE CORINTHIAN LETTER,
EAUL USES AN EXPRESSION THAT SAYS IN EFFECT:
WHAT YOU DON'T KNOW COULD HURT YOU, SO YOU
NEED TO Kwowﬁ” HE REPEATS THE EXPRESSION

KNOW YE NOT"” SEVERAL TIMES AS AN INTRODUCTION
TO KEY TRUTHS THE BELIEVERS AT CORINTH NEEDED
TO LEARN,

[. WE NEED TO KNOW ABOUT GOD’S TEMPLE -

| CORINTHIANS 3:16 (A LESSON FROM THE
TEMPLE)

IN THE OLD TESTAMENT,_IﬁE_IgMEgE WAS WHERE
Gop’s PRESENCE DWELT. OWEVER, THE
CORINTHIANS WERE MORE ACQUAINTED WITH THE
HILL OF TH WHERE THERE STOOD THE
GREAT TEMPLE OF APHRODITE, THE GODDESS OF
LOVE.  |HERE WERE E§£1¥QOUSAND "SACRED
PROSTITUTES” WHO INHABITED THE STREETS OF
CORINTH EVERY NIGHT.. COMPARED TO OTHER
RELIGIONS AND OTHER ARCHITECTURE THE [EMPLE
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT WAS SMALL. HOWEVER,

NO SPOT ON EARTH IS MORE SACRED _TO JEWS THAN
THE TEMPLE AREA IN JERUSALEM, TODAY, THE
DoME oF THE RoCcK STANDS ON THE SITE. [THE
WAILING WALL REVEALS THE FERVOR IN THE HEART
OF JEWS FOR THE [EMPLE. THE EMPHASIS OF THIS

VERSE IS NOT ON BLG, BE RULLDINGS BUT
UPON .BELIEVERS. THE wogglé;:§ IS PLURAL -
TEMPLE 1S SINGULAR. PauL WAS SPEAKING TO

THE CHURCH AT CORINTH IN A COLLECTIVE SENSE.
THE WORD TEMPLE IS ONE OF TWO IN THE NEW
TESTAMENT. THE REFERENCE IS TO THE SANCTUARY
OR HABITATION OF Gop, THE HoLY oF HoLIES,

THE IN CTUARY WHERE GOD DWELT. THE
wORnanagff%%ELls THE ROOT WORD FOR HOUSE OR
HOME. [T SPEAKS OF RESIDENCE. GoDp MAKES HiIs
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RESIDENCE WITH His PEOPLE. HOWEVER, THE
EMPHASIS IS NOT OM_SACRED PLACES RUT UPON

/™ SACRED.PEQRLE. [HE WORDS DEFILE AND DESTROY
ARE THE SAME WORD, [T IS A REFERENCE_TO

WS OR SAGRILEGE. IN THE
OLD IESTAMENT THE PENALTY WAS DEATH.

(LEviTICcus 16:2) THIS VERSE IS A WARNING TO
THOSE WHO ARE CARELESS_ABOUT SACRED THINGS.
A. T. ROBERTSON SAYS CHU

n

WILL WR ' DEFILEMENT INVOLVES THE

ESSAG OR Awgﬁpglugng OF A LOCAL CHURCH.,
IT. WE NEED TO KNOW ABOUT LEAVEN -

[ CORINTHIANS 5:6 (A LESSON FROM THE
KITCHEN)

(At vtnn iy YV'H Qad e g )
LEAVEN WAS DOUGH THAT HAD BEEN KEPT OVER FROM
A PREVIOUS BAKING AND IN THE KEEPING IT
~» FERMENTED., SIMPLY STATED, LEAVEN IS ANY
SUBSTANCE THAT PRODUCES EERMENTATION. IT
DID FOR BREAD THEN WHAT YEAST DOES TODAY.

THERE ARE TWWEAS ABOUT WHAT LEAVEN

SYMBOLIZES: THE PENETRATING POWER OF
OSPEL., POPULAR POST-MILLENIAL IDEA)
Gggs IT REPRESENTS THE CORRUPTING POWER OF
IL AND IS A SYMBOL OF EVIL., THIS IS

SCOFIELD'S VIEW AND SEEMS TO BE THE EWEBASIS
OF SCRIPTURE. :
THESE VERSES MAKE LEAVEN TO REPRESENT FALSE

TEACHING OR DOCTRINE. THE TEXT EMPHASIZES

THE WORD LITTLE AND NOT LOT. THE WORD IS

@ “MICRQ" THAT IS A SMALL AMOUNT, ILE
U

' OR EXAMPLE, ONE
ROTTEN ABPLE PO IN A BIN CAN CAUSE
THE REST TO ROT% NCE IT SETS IN, -JT-NEVER

—GETS-BETTER UNTIL\THE ROTTEN PART IS -REMOVED.

£

+ UUR
TOLERANCE FOR EVIL AND ITS CORRUPTING INFLUENCE
= R @) hogelison- Culekians
(B) FRee. 4a - co..»ua Lany

| &)
N
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IN THE CHURCH IS INCREDIBLE. THIS TYPE OF
TEACHING MUST BE SURGICALLY REMOVED. (COMMENT
WITH REFERENCE TO WALTON SHEPHERD)

ITT.  WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW ABOUT FUTURE

JUDGMENT - T CorRINTHIANS 6:2-3
(A LESSON FROM THE COURTROOM)

THE SUBJECT OF JUDGMENT BRINGS UP THE PICTURE
OF THOSE BEING JUDGED, NOT PARTICIPATING IN
JUDGMENT , S

QUALIFIED TO BE AN _ABSOIUTE _JUDGE_OF ANYONE
HERE IS A SENSE IN WH E

SKTN S WILL BE ASSOCIATED WITH CHRIST IN THE

U T IN
TWO AREAS: (1) E WOR NGELS.
ACCORDING TO REVELATION &5 3=, WHEN SATAN

FELL APPROXIMATELY ONE THIRD OF THE ANGELS OF
GOD JOINED IN THAT REBELLION. SOME OF THESE
EVIL ANGELS ARE SPOKEN OF AS IN JUDGMENT
RESERVED FOR A FUTURE DAY. (Jupe 6, Il PETER
: OWEVER, THERE SEEMED TO BE ANOTHER
GPOUP OF ,EVIL ANGELS WHQ ARE ACTIVE AS PART
F SATAN'S "EVIL EMPIRE” WORKING TODAY.

(EPHESIANS 6:11-12) . (REVELATION ]2:7-9)
AccorDING TO MATTHEW 25:41, HELL WAS PREPARED
FOR_SATAN AND HIS ANGELS. ALSO, MATTHEW

9:28 INTRODUCES THE SAME PRINCIPLE OF
JUDGING TO ISRAEL AS WELL AS THE CHURCH.

[V. WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE CHRISTIAN

RACE - T CorINTHIANS 9:24-27 (A LESSON
FROM THE SPORTS STADIUM AND ARENA)

«» THE WORD RACE IN THE TEXT IS THE GREEK

STADIOO OR "RACE.COURSE.” PLEASE NOTE THE

WORD IS EALE_LQHRSE - NOT _RACE TRACK! PAUL
SAW THE UHRISTIAN LIFE AS AN C CONTEST
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IN THE ONE INSTANCE OF A RU , IN THE OTHER
A WRESTLER OR_BOXER. 'ﬂTﬁT%se VERSES THERE
ARE THREE IDEAS ABOUT THE CHRISTIAN RACE:

(1) THE RACE - ALL PARTICIPATE

(2) THE RULES - SOME ARE DISQUALIFIED,

(3) THE REWARD

IN ORDER TO WIN THE RACE OR THE PRIZE, ONE
MUST PLAY ACCORDING TO THE_RULES. I[N THIS
PASSAGE, PAUL MAKES AN_IMPORTANT DISTINCTION,

AT Foktute. Redagns ey pe
ORFEITED, HE EMPHASIS IN THIS PASSAGE IS

ELLENCE IN SERVICE. FOR EXAMPLE, AN
ATHLETE IN A CONTEST MIGHT BE DISQUALIFIED
FOR BREAKING THE RULES. [HIS INVOLVED HIS

™ w.ﬁ.m BUT NOT HISwGLLIZENSHIP IN THE
COUNTRY, N ATHLETE MIGHT BE A POOR SPORTSMAN

BY,

BUT STILL MAINTAIN HIS CITIZENSHIP. FoOR
EXAMPLE, THERE ARE SOME PEOPLE IN THE REALM OF
ATHLETICS | REFUSE TO WATCH ON TELEVISION -
NAMELY. - BECAUSE OF HIS=REMPER
SIMPLY WILL NOT WATCH HIM. IT IS
NOT HISwRALEMT THAT IS IN QUESTION., IT IS
HISwLEMPERAMENT, THAT-RULNS EVERYIHING. PAUL’S
GREAT CONCERN IN THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY WAS
NOT THAT HE WOULD BE LOST AND GO TO HELL BUT
THAT HE WOULD BE RESERVED TO THE SHELF_OF
INACTIVITY WHERE (GOD COULD AND WOULD NO LONGER
USE HIM FOR THE GLORY OF Gop., IN THIS CONTEST,
TOO MANY OF THE LORD'S PEOPLE ARE SEATED IN
THE BLEACHERS AND NOT POSITIONED IN THE
STARTING BLOCKS. OR, SOME ARE IN THE
. ONE REASON,
YOU NEVER GET MUDDY OR BLOODY WATCHING THE
CONTEST.
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Wkt QY s 7/me T & A 6"\)
TAKING TIME TO REST
“THE Kzs7 We MeeD”

AUGUSTINE WAS RIGHT WHEN HE SAID: "THOU HAST
MADE _US FOR THYSELF AND QUR HEART [S RESTIESS

TIL IT FINDS REST IN THEE.” FEVERY PERSON

vl

KNOWS SOMETHING OF THAT RESTLESS DIS S—
FACTION OF THE SouL. [T IS A FOR
SOMETHING THIS EARTH CANNOT SUPPLY. [HERE IS
A SENSE IN WHICH WE INHAB{T THIS PLAqET BUT

ARE HQM§SICK FOR 'SOMEONE, “SOMETHING, “SQMEWHER
ELSE. [HE BIRDS AND BEASTS EAT AND ARE FULL

BUT MAN HAS AN ETERNAL LONGING THAT NOTHING
BUT GOD-GAN SATISFY.. A STORY ABOUT A RICH

E

.+ E"GIRL WHO TRIED EVERY EXPERIENCE SHE COULD TO
”J‘¢SUPPRESS THE.uﬁﬁﬂgég%ég IN HER SOUL. SHE
w,'“ CONFESSED ON ONE TON TO HER FATHER THAT

_§HE-ﬂAD_ALﬂAI§.lEu£Uﬂ%;ﬂumzu¢uwa.au1_ﬂinﬂ_T
WAS. .. [HERE IS ANwAGHE.IN THF

SQUL. THAT WILL NOT GO AWAY UNTIL A PERSON
TURNS IN FAITH T0 JEsus CHRIST. THE BIBLE
USES THE WORD REST TO DESCRIBE THAT RELATION-
SHIP TO GoOD:

[. THERE IS REST FOR THE=SOULzFROM THE
BURDEN OF SIN - MaTTHEW-1$:28-30

THE BURDEN-BEARER WAS A COMMON SIGHT IN

PALESTINE. AT ANY CORNER OF.ANY TOWN ONE

COULD SEE A MAN OR WOMAN STAGGERING UNDER

A HEAVY LOAD OF NQQB; WALER OUR |
TAUGHT THA \ A . "LOAD ON THE HEART,

REGULATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS. THE WRITER
SAID "MY'FAITH HAS FOUND A RESTING. PCACE
NOT IN DEVICE OR CREED....” THE UNTGUENESS

2,
{

2, o il
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OF CHRISTIANITY IS THAT IT IS A PERSONAL
RELATIONSHIP AND NOT A PUNITIVE RELIGION,
o HERE IS A THAT SAYS
EARLY EXPLORERS OF THAT REGION ONCE HAD THE
IN THEIR TENTS TO FREEZE INTO
A SOLID FORM. [HE FROZEN FLAME WAS THEN
TAKEN AND WORN AS A GOLDEN _ORNAMENT AROUND
THE NECK. ONE COMMENTATOR SUGGESTED THAT

THE BURNING_WORDS WERE _BLAZING
TO THE PEOPLE OF

0D. HOWEVER THE FIRE FE ZE. IN MANY TEMPLES
AND CHURCHES IN A COLD, ARCTIC CLIMATE THAT
 _LIGH] WARMTH TO THE WORLD.

._gg..ﬁ' BE™eEL16100S LTFE BUT PROVIDE NO REAL
JOY AS DOES A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP TO JESUS
HRIST.

[1. THERE IS REST FOR (SAINTS WHO ARE
TROUBLED IN TRIBULATION - II Thess. 1:7

THE YOUNG CHURCH AT THESSALONICA WAS GOING
THROUGH HARDSHIPS AND DIFFICULTIES OF ALL
KINDS NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH WAS PERSECUTION
FOR THEIR FAITH IN CHRIST. PAUL REMINDED THAT

CHURCH THAT WAS OF THE
gE_gggaaggugg OR _FUTURE GLORY! (ACTS

]} QNEIRMING THE SOULS OF THE DI§QIELESL_AND

o EXHORTING THEM TO CONTINUE IN THE FAITH, AND

T THAT WE MUST THROUGH TRIBULATION ENTER

‘Ci “INTO THE KINGDOM OF'G%%Eg (COMMENT ON THE MUST
““ AND THE MUCH OF CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE.) THE

NIAN CHURCH_HAD BEEN PATIENT UNDER

#0 WHICH IS TRANSEATED IN
MATTHEw /+15-14, PauL USED #ﬁéBQORD SPECIALLY
IN THE CORINTHLAN LETTER - 0 :
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BUT NEVER IN DESPAIR. WE ARE__PERSECUTED,

BUT WE NEVER HAVE TO STAND IT ALONE, WE MAY BE
i KNOCKED DOWN BUT WE ARE NEVER KMNOCKFD ouT!
RANSLATION) PHILLIPS ALSO SAYS
OF THE /:5 PASSAGE "ALWAYS GOING THROUGH IT
YET NEVER GOING UN OMMENT REGARDING

SE. PASSAGES) THE WORD

IS A PICTURE WORD OF WeeSTR L
SSURE BEING INCREASED STEADILY,
To BE SURE, : SUCH AS THE
TENSION ON wAmSIRIMG OF AN INSTRUMENT FROM WHICH
ONE GETS BEAUTIFUL MUSIC. _ CAN DESTROY
ITS USEFULNESS AS AN INSTRUMENT!  THE CONTEXT
WOULD INDICATE THAT THE PRESSURE PRODUCED UPON
THE THESSALONIANS HAD TO DO WITH OPPOSITION
TO THEIR CHRISTIAN FAITH. (TODAY'S TROUBLES
FOR MANY BELIEVERS ARE OFT
LEALIH, JUST SIMPLY THE PRESSURES OF FAM Ve
WORK, SOCIETY, YOU NAME IT._ THE WORDS

™ % ARE SIGNIFICANT. PAUL WAS NO
FROM THE COMFORT OF A SSROOM Hi
;ééch§>EXPERIENCE GREW OUT OF VISITIN Qu.hiiz)
ES ANﬁEEELLS PAUL KNEW HOW TO 1 ENTI
WITH THIS KIND OF EXPERIENCE. [HE WORD REST

IS THE GREEK AN&ESIN WHICH MEANS RELTEESER
NSION OR IN KEEPING WITH OUR WORD PICTURE,

“PUT SLACK IN T TRING TO KEEP SOMETHING
ROM S APPING! How p1p PauL SPELL
.1EF? ANESINTUNE SECRET OF DEALING

WITH THE PRESSURE OF PERSECUTION IS TO LEARN
HOW TO REST. (PsaALM 91:1) HE THAT DWELLETH
IN THE SECRET PLACE OF THE MOST HIGH SHALL
ABIDE UNDER THE SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY.”

THERE IS SHELTER UNDER THE SHADOW OF _GO g’sj)

| PROTEC THE PERILS AND
™ RES OF PERSECUTION.

P a,-:.:"'_r,-'_‘ i \\. >
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IT1. THERE IS REST FROM THE RIGORS OF
DEDICATED-SERVANES - Mark 6:31

M THE APOSTLES WERE BUSY TELLING PEOPLE ABOUT
JESUS., IT WAS AN URGENT MISSION FOR -MESSIAH

MMONG THEM., Wﬂ%w-
by EVEN THEIR LIVES HAD LIMIIALL
REGARDING HUMGER, THLIRST, MONEY, SICKNESS,

WEARINESS AND ALL THE THINGS THAT AFFECT OUR
LIVES. EVEN IN THE | ORD'S WORK, THERE HAD
TO BE TIME FOR REST.. E HAVBNER SAID
OF THIS PASSAGE: "JESUS SA S DISCIPLES
COME APART BEFORE YOU COME APART — GO TO
PIECES!” THERE ARE TIMES WHEN WORKERS MUST
~:/. STOP @HOPPING LONG ENOUGH TO SHARREhREEAX,
. HAVNER SAID HE HAD NO SYMPATHY FOR THE
PERSON WHO ONCE SAID TO HIM BEFORE HAVNER
WENT ON MACALION: gEVIL NEVER TAKES A
VACATION, WHY SHOULD YOU ANSWER: I DoN'T
/>  WORK FOR THE DEVIL AND HE DOESN'T PASTOR THIS
CHURCH+" THERE IS REAL WISDOM IN UNDER-
STANDING THAT FISHING IN THE CREEK MAY_HELP US
FISH FOR CHRIST IN A BETTER FASHION. T[HIS
PASSAGE REMINDS US ALL THAT THERE NEED TO BE
AT _HOME WITH OUR FAMILY, 4B
ATLONS FOR REST.
“OUT
,GTVEN A BOOK ENTITLED
WITH AN INSCRIPTION THAT
INDICATED ULD NOT BE THE VICTIM OF THIS
MODERN-DAY _WORD. I|HE TERM WAS COINED IN
BY A CALIFORNIA PSYCHOANALYST. WHILE
LOOKING AT A FEW BOOKS ON THE SUBJECT THERE
CAME TO MIND SOME _NON-MEDICAL 'TECHNICAL

AND MAYB -HELPFUL IDEAS ABOUT TH
af%u%EEARATTB WILL MENTION
) GENERAL AR OF CONSIDERATION.
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(1)C£ :ROL tou-R TE: ﬁ‘ND DON'T LE@

_ 4 SHOULD BE OUR WISE
USAGE OF TIME IN SOME DAYS, SUCH AS
OR DAYS OFF, DON'T WEAR.AMAICH. KEFP LT _TIWO
OR. YOU WILL BE 3
__MORE-OEIEN., % DRIVE UN THE SPM‘EED
LIMIT ONCE IN A WHILE. LET SOMEONE GET AHEAD

f} OF US IN THE-GHEG%%UI_LLNE WITHOUT IRRITATION
7#<.><AND EXPECT FOUL=UPS AND=8=OWSDO' WITH THE
PEOPLE AHEAD OF US. (CHUES i 0D WANTED

TO GET 4™ JOUCH WITH Y, WHAT WOULD HE

/HAVE To DO?
~ (1) TAKE A NUMBER AND WAIT HIS TURN.
(2) MAKE AN ARPOINTMENT WITH OUR
SECRETARY,
(3) PuT A MESSAGE ON OUR ANSWERING
MACHINE,
o (4) PuLL US OVER AND GIVE US A SPEEDING
‘ TICKET.

o (2) IN OUR VERSE, JESUS WAS

~*zv EMPHASTZING THE IMPORTANCE OF GETTING AWAY

;Q::\ FROM OUR WORK AND DOING SOMETHING ELSE OR
NOTHING AT ALL. [T IS IMPORTANT THAT WE

<g - BLOCK OUT HO%&B EVENINGS» WEEKE!

VACATIONS. COMMENT ABOUTLEMENIN
THE TELEVISION, TURN ON SO UL MUSIC
READ AND TALK., ONCE IN A WHILE, A%ﬂ:@
AWAY IS NECESSARY BUT BE CAREFUL O
INCIDIOUS SNARES THAT BECAUSE YOU AND & WORK
SO HARD WE DESERVE THE WEEiEi: AWAY. WORSHIP

IN THE HOUSE OF GOD MAY BENEFICIAL
THAN ND WANDERING AROUND IN LEISURE.

o (3 HAS BEEN SAID ABOUTJﬁZEI}
EVERYONE KNOWS THAT
SENSIBLE DIET s SENSE. A WALK IN THE

WOODS WITH ONE'S WIFE EITHER EARLY OR LATE
IN THE DAY IS GREAT FOR THE BODY AND THE SOUL.
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\
GOLF, FISHING, TENNIS, WHATEVER IS VITAL.
ON A REGULAR BASIS IS A
@  MUST. WHEN THE NERVES ARE FRAYED\AND THE
MIND SATURATED, GOING TQ_BEPEARLY {s TONIC
THAT MONEY CANNOT BUY,

ONE OF THE VERY ARTFUL AND

N
\<§<\ THINGS IN LIFE IS TO TURN ONE'S
WORK INTO . ABLE EXF cE, o Do
OMETHING THAT ONE ENJOTS ”'ERY\pAY.
OCCASIONALLY SOMEONE WILL SEEK COUNSEL'FROM
SaME ABOUT MAKING éTgﬁéuA%l%_gﬂauig IN
CEMPLOYMENT - SOM S THIS 1S ADVISABLE AND
. SOMETIMES IT IS DISASTROUS. GREAT CARE SHOULD
“BE EXERCISED ESPECIALLY LIEE. HOWEVER,
THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT A CHANGE MIGHT NOT. BE

iéé?r GOOD., SEEK COUNSEL, COMPANION, €ASH AND
COMPETENCY TEST. , 7

& .SPIRITUAL LiFE) ~Ghte ’%f"t}
(1) PuBLIC CHURCH LLEE - AS MUCH AS

POSSIBLE MAKE YOUR CHURCH %JFE AND MINISTRY

A BLESSING AND NOT A BURDEN TO YOUR FAMILY, «
THERE MAY BE OCCASIONS WHEN ONE NEEDS TO BACK-
AWAY FROM AND H@ IN THE SAME
SETTING II\%CHUR ATE WISDOM

OF BOARD AND COMMITTEE _ROTATION.

(2) PrRIVATE LIFE - READ THE BIBLE, STUDY
IT, PRAY OVER IT, THINK. FIND A PLACE ON A
REGULAR_BASIS TO BE ALONE WITH THE LORD.

Mark 1:35.
[V. THERE S FINAL REST FROM THE LABORS OF
™ LIFE - REvELATION 14:13

THIS 1S A_FAMILIAR FUNERAL TEXT. [T DEALS
WITH THE BEAST AND THE BLESSED.
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; T Len ,
= E£ZSSQA} \ f' e,
- THE WORDS E&LESSED
D DEAD ARE THOUGHT TO BE MUTUALL EXCLUSIVE.
™ HOWEVER, IF. YOU ARE IN THE LORD, ON S DEATH

IS _NOT THE _ENR BUT THE E L SIDE| OF
EXISTENCE 7 EVELAT10N§§§ﬁ§é=

QD JHE BLESSED REST - THERE IS A SENSE IN
WHICH ONE'S CHR AN" WORK 1S NEVER.DONF.
(COMPARE TO A FARM.) SOMEDAY OUR WORK OVER
HERE WILL BE DONE AND OUR WORK OVER THERE

WILL BEGIN.

gzluﬁmamzpum - COMPARE REVELATION
ENTION PASTOR AND BUCKFIELD'S

scHOooL IN KENTUCKY . ——

THE WORD REST IS USED TO CONTRAST LIFESTYLES
BOTH HERE AND THE HEREAFTER. COMPARE

O] RECENT BOOK
_.&‘FIS A_PLACE wHERE ONE -CANNOT—EIND
_REST, USUALLY CELLS DESIGNED FOR TWO OR
THREE ARE FILLED WITH SIX TO EIGHT CONVICTS
OR INMATES. IN HIS OWN WORDS THERE IS ALWAYS
SOMEONE IN YOUR FACE, THERE IS LITERALLY NO
PRIVACY THERE FOR ANYONE.) SO, DEAR FRIENDS,
IF YOU DO NOT KNOW CHRIST, GET ALL THE REST
Y.

NO REST FOR THE SOUL, [HAT IS FOUND IN
CHRIST AND HIM ALONE.
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WHEN GOD LAUGHS
PsaLm 2:1-12

"THE _ONE ENTHRONED IN HEAVEN 1 AUGHS....”"(NIV)
GOD IS NOT LAUGHING BECAUSE HE IS AMUSED IN
THIS PSALM, HE IS LAUGHING BECAUSE HE IS
AMAZED AT MAN'S FoLLY! THERE IS NOTHING
FUNNY OR HUMOROUS ABOUT THIS SCENE. [HIS IS
THE FIRST MEssIANIC PSALM. (OTHER KINDS ARE
HISTORICAL, DEVOTIONAL AND PROPHETIC.) [T
RECORDS THE INSOLENT ATTITUDE AND ACTIVITIES
OF THE GENTILE NATIONS OF THE WORLD PRIOR TO
ARMAGEDDON AND BEFORE GOD’S SWIFT AND STERN
RESPONSE IN THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS CHRIST.
THE WORD IS WIDELY MISUSED AND
MISUNDER : PPEARS ONLY ONCE IN
SCRIPTURE, (Rev. 16:16) THE WORD ARM IS THE
HEBREW WORD FOR MOUNTAIN AND THE WORD MAGEDDO
IS A REFERENCE TO A TOWN THAT GUARDS THE PASS
THAT FORMS THE EASIEST ROUTE BETWEEN THE PLAIN
OF SHARON AND THE VALLEY OF JEZREEL. [HE
AREA ALONG THE PLAIN OF ESDRALEON HAS BEEN
THE SCENE OF MANY BATTLES IN HEBREW HISTORY.
Our GUIDE, IN 1974, SAID MORE MILITARY BATTLES
HAD BEEN FOUGHT IN THIS AREA THAN ANY OTHER
SINGLE SPOT ON THE EARTH. IHE AREA IS
FROM ALL POINTS OF THE COMPASS

STRETCHING SOME 200MILES NORTH AND SOUTH AND
100 MILES EAST AND WEST. NAPOLEON CALLED IT
THE WORLD'S GREATEST NATURAL BATTLEFIELD.
ARMAGEDDON HAS COME TO REPRESENT THAT PLACE
WHERE THE LAST AND BLOODIEST BATTLE IN

HUMAN HISTORY WILL TAKE PLACE. THE FORCES

OF ANTICHRIST AND THE OTHER NATIONS OF THE
WORLD WILL FOCUS THEIR ATTENTION AND EFFORTS
ON PALESTINE AND ULTIMATELY CROWD INTO THAT
TINY COUNTRY TO UNITE IN ONE LAST EFFORT TO
OPPOSE THE MESSIAH. PSALM 2 PICTURES
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THE GATHERING OF GENTILE NATIONS FOR THAT
GREAT AND FINAL CONFRONTATION. [T WILL BE
THE MOST DESTRUCTIVE BATTLE IN HUMAN HISTORY.

THERE WILL BE No_suﬂxlxnﬁs WITH CASUALTIES
EXCEEDING 200 MILLION. T[HE PSALM MAY BE
STUDIED IN FOUR STANZAS OF THREE VERSES EACH.

I. STANZA NO. 1: THE VOICE OF THE NATIONS -
VERSES 1-3

THIS PSALM WILL BE FULFILLED WHEN THE KINGS

OF THE EARTH GATHER TOGETHER TO FIGHT AGAINST
THE LORD AT ARMAGEDDON, (REv. 16:13-16

REv., 19:19-21, JoEL 3:2, ZECHARIAH 12.)

THE WORD “HEATHEN" 1S THE HEBREW GOMIM OR
GENTILES. "RAGE” CARRIES THE IDEA OF SWARMING,
RESTLESS MASSES OF PEOPLE RIQING, HYSTERLCAL,
FRENZIED. MAN'S LONG RESENTMENT AND REBELLION
AGAINST GOD BREAKS OUT IN AN OUTCRY OR.MASSLVE

..BEQIESIJMQMEﬁENI TO RID THE WORLD OF ANY
IDEAS ABOUT GoD. IT IS THE LAREESI.ANIL:Q?DJ
wANFL=CHRISTLAN. CONVENTION EVER _CONVENED

] T
INVOLVES MASSIME.MILLIONS WHO CONSPIRE TO
K1k GOD OUT OF HUMAN AFFAIRS. (IT 1S BABEL
ALL OVER AGAIN.) HUMAN RELIGIONS MAY LIVE
IN TOLERANCE OF ONE ANOTHER BUT FAITH IN
THE ONE TRUE GOD, IN THE END OF THIS
D{SPENSATION,WIED !

n

MAGINE” - IT IS THE SAME WORD TRANSLATED

MEDITAIE IN PsALM 1:2. THE GODLY MEDITATE
ON THE THINGS OF GOD, THE UNGODLY MEDITATE OR
SCHEME ON HOW TO GET RID OF (GOD ALTOGETHER.

[T WAS NOT A PASSING THOUGHT BUT A EBﬁMEDITATED
E,

PLOT: “VAIN THING" - EMPIY, FULIL

POSSIBILITY OF SUCCESS, DOO FROM THE START,
_MAKES _NO_SENSE WHATSQEVER. e g (i 1

POSITION OR STAND, THE BATTLE FORMATION OF AN
ARMY., “TAKE COUNSEL TOGETHER” - THE JUDEO-
CHRISTIAN RELIGION CAN NO LONGER BE PERMITTED.
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THE AGENDA AT THIS MASSIVE MEETING IS A DO-AWAY
WITH GOD, PURGE (GOD FROM THE PLANET MggTALITY.
- U.N ResoLuTiOoN 666! “BANDS...
. S IS THE BIBLE WAY TO DESCRIBE
CUTTING ALL TIES AND RESTRAINTS WITH REFERENCE
TO DIVINE AUTHORITY. IN THE MINDS OF MEN, GoD
IS A FETTER TO BE SEVERED IN ORDER FOR MAN TO
BE FREE. [HE PURPOSE IS TO CAST OFF ALL MORAL
AND ETHICAL RESTRAINTS RELATED TO THE BIBLE
AND ADOPT A NEW SYSTEM., WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES

ABOUT MARRIAGE, ABORTION,.SACREDNESS OF HUMAN
' » ETC. WILL BE SUBSTITUTED

L LEEpetORALSIANDARDS
OR..SUPPLANTED BY ATHELSM, MATERIALISM, HUMANISM.
SECULARISM, RISM. MEN _WANT NO
%C‘;HIA&LMLH_EQD_WV LM,

PLY STATED, THIS IS A WORLDWIDE CONVENTION

OF (OD_HATERS INVOLVING A CAST OF MILLIONS!

[1. STANZA NO. 2: THE VOICE OF THE FATHER -
VERSES L4-6

THE SCENE SHIFTS FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN, THE
CHAOS ON EARTH IS IN CONTRAST TO THE CALM IN
HEAVEN. GoD 1S SITTING., HE IS AT PERFECT
EASE AND IN FULL CONTROL. AS STATED BEFORE,
THE LAUGHTER HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH HUMOR.

[T IS THE LAUGHTER OF STRENGTH THAT WONDERS
HOW MAN COULD BE SO FOOLISH AND RIDICULOUS TO
THINK HE COULD FIGHT AGAINST Gop. HOWEVER,
THIS IS NOT AN EMERGENCY SITUATION WITH GobD.
His ANSWER TO SUCH PUNY PLOTS IS TO NO LONGER
DEFER BUT DELIVER JUDGMENT. [IHE KING AND
HIS KINGDOM WILL COME ON SCHEDULE,

[TI. STANZA NO. 3: THE VOICE OF THE SON -
VERSES /-9

“THE SCEPTER OF THE UNIVERSE WILL BE HELD
BY A MAN WITH NAIL PIERCED HANDS,” (McGeEe)
MESSIAH’S RULE HAS BEEN_CHARACTERIZED AS

“WITH A ROD OF IRON.” THIS IS A REFERENCE TO
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BtAsT )
His RIGHTEOUS RULE IN WHICH THE BRST WILL
NOT ONLY BE BESTED BUT BROKEN! DANIEL
DESCRIBED THIS SCENE AS FOLLOWS: ZAND IN THE

SET UP A KINGDOM WHICH SHALL NEVER BE

_DESTROYED: AND THE KINGDOM SHALL NOT BE LEFT

IO OTHFR PEOPLE BUT IT SHALL BREAK IN PIECES

STAND FORFVER, ANTEL 7 ,
S BEFOR RIST S

C AMESON FAWCETT DROWN

IV, STANZA NO. 4: THE VOICE OF THE SPIRIT -
VErses 10-12

THE PHRASE "“K1sSs THE SonN” IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
IS EQUIVALENT TO THE NEW TESTAMENT “BELIEVE ON
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AND THOU SHALT BE SAVED.
BY THE wWAY, THE WORD ADORE LITERALLY MEANS
TO THE MOUTH. IN ONE SENSE, A KISS IS AN
INDICATION OF RESPECT OR SUBMITTING TO
AUTHORITY., IN SEMINARY, THE LATE CARL
ARMEDING SPOKE IN CHAPEL FROM THIS PSALM AND
[ PEMEMBER HIS CONCLUDING REMARKS EMPHASIZING
EITHER DRAWN TO CHRIST WITH CORDS OF LOVE AND
GRACE OR DRAGGED REFORE HIM IN JUDGMENT., BuT
ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, WE MUST FACE JESuUS CHRIST.
HE 1S EITHER QUR REFUGE OR OUR JUDGE.
LIKENS THIS PSLAM TO AN
HE HAD OF SERVING IN A PASTORATE

IN TENNESSEE., SOME FRIENDS INVITED HIM TO A
SYMPHONY WHICH WAS NOT THE KIND OF MUSIC HE
REALLY WANTED TO HEAR BUT IN ORDER TO RE
POLITE HE ACCEPTED THE INVITAION AND DESCRIBES
HOW AT THE PRELIMINARY PART OF THE SYMPHQMY
PEOPLE CAME OUT IN SHIRT S , TUNED UP
THE INSTRUMENTS WITH ALL KINDS OF DISCORDANT

AND CO . |HEY DISAPPEARED INTO




_5_

THE WINGS AND AFTER A FEW MINUTES THE HOUS
LIGHTS WERE_DOWN,. THE LIGHTS ON THE STAG
CAME UP AND THE MUSICIANS APPEARED THIS TIME
WITH THEIR COA®S ON AND A HUSH. FELL ACROSS
THE AUBHENGE, THE SPOILIGHT FOCUSED ON THE
COMDUCIOR, APPLAUSE, A.BOW, A SILENCE IN THE
AUDITORIUM AND THEN WHEN THE BATON CAME DOWN
_BEAJ]TIF]JJ MH’-‘:T{" GIVING THE
AUDIENCE snns;TeimaLE c EE'S COMMENT WAS
AS FOLLOWS: ODAY WE LIVE IN A WORLD WHERE
EVERY MAN IS TOOTING HIS OWN LITTLE HORN.
EVERY LITTLE GROUP WANTS TO BE HEARD. EVERY-
BODY WANTS TO TELL WHAT HE THINKS. EVERYBODY'S
PLAYING HIS OWN LITTLE FIDDLE AND IT IS A
MELODY OF DISCORD. EVERYTHING IS OUT OF TUNE.
ONE OF THESE DAYS THE SPOTLIGHT IS GOING ON
AND THE LoORD JEsus CHRIST WILL COME.”
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WHEN HASTE IS NOT WASTE

UNNING,ﬁ

;ﬁ(”f ,.LIVING IN

SV HE WILL MAKE THE OTHER

HowEVER,

E IS NOT ONLY
NDE. 0 ANSWER THI
UN, 'Ol ) XAMINE THE WORD RUN
SCRIPTURE. [T IS USED IN AT LEAST_I,H.Q_ |

,Fﬁmﬁﬁi

Tere s/ IV | {ERE ARE THOSE WHO SAY THAT E
Sy E WORDS. ARE LINKED TOGETHER:
ser =/ @ORRY) ANTCBURY.. THAT RUSH AND GEST |
L' A BREATR PACE THAT COULD LEAVE ONE |
— ! THE _ ARISES |

(1) RuN TO_AYQID A CRISIS. THAT IS RUN AWAY,

(2) THAT IS RUN

Run T0O ACCEP A CHALLENGE.

THE HASTE OF 'YOUTHFULIOBEDPE!§£ -
[ SamueL 3:5

I,

THESE CHAPTERS RECORD A TIME IN ISRAEL’S
HISTORY WHEN nQ LT

F
GREAT LEADERSHIP IN THE PAST. (COMPARE

I o oC e Sy

\\\; (s;, OJE-Jk;j:ESyFQE’j:lqmnii féimaaé%:) |

8§ WERE A SAD REPREsfqu*”ﬁN i
|
J
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ABRAHAM AND MoSES) A BABY WAS BORN WHO
WOULD CHANGE THE COURSE OF ISRAEL'S HISTORY
- AND HELP CHECK THE MORAL AND SPIRITUAL
DECADENCE OF THE_AGE, HIS EARLY LIFE
Y L () |

REFLECTED HIS NGS OF
GOD AND HIS Aj AL

| By THE waAvY, “ E LORD
CALLED HIM IN THE HOQL )F_(0 GOOQ
PLACE TO HEAR THE YOICE OF GOD! WHEN AMUEL

HEARD GOD'S CALL, HE OB "THE woR
SUGGESTS THE EAGERNESS. ENTHUSIASM AN
Ol _

’ GODu VE NE MUST UB L 0‘ 1
WL [T MAY NOT ALWAYS BE VQLQN;ARX ON SOM
&, OCCASIONS MANDATORY., BUT%.
BEGAN TEACHING SAMUEL AT A GE
") gaae HE LEARNED IS REFLECTED IN HIS GREAT
— SERVICE TO0 GoD AND ISRAEL. FEVEN ELI, THE
VETERAN_PRLEST, DID NOT RECOGNIZE GOD SPEAKING
10 SAMUEL L3 BBk PERSONA XPERIENCE .
THE PoI R0 EMPHASIZE IN THIS PASSAGE
SAMUEL S OBEDIENCE .
TﬂéRE . E-_ =, HOWEVER,
H RE Si D TO BE MADE |
N 4s. (COMPARE
IS NOT TEACHING
“DTSRES OF |

\ 4




I1. THE HASTE OF RELIGIOUS EXCITEMENT -

Mark 10:17

WHEN JESUS CAME TO TOWN, HE CAUSED A STIR,
PEOPLE WANTED TO SEE, HEAR AND IN SOME CASES
THE_YOUNG MAN IN THIS STORY WAS

. BECAUS - EANBIIS S 0

WOULD HAVE BEEN CLASSIFIED RS ™ANGES:
ONE WORD IN THE TEXT POI
S DED 2ROBLEN,

- | REATEST AND
ADDE§ T DAY IN THIS MAN'S LIFE. HE CAME
RUNNING TO JESUS BUT WALKED AWAY UNDER A DEEP
cLouD, HE WALKED OUT OF THE SUNSHINE OF GOD'S

SRACE INTO THE STORM OF HIS OWN&. HE

Jesis mus?E plo Mmooy ot Kakello. 1o, |

ﬁ

pia Ao -Ze e mvsr—Rd el fp e /|
] —7, ;
( ‘/ ﬁ(A LA:L,T)) V4

f 2




_Ll_

CAME IN A TO JESUS BUT WENT AWAY IN
Tuuﬁﬁih JESUS,

T wAs TERRIBLY IMPORTANT THAT HE REof

THAT DAY OR Fo§i¥ER FORSAKE POSSIBILITY OF
ISCIPLESHIP, HE STORY IS TOLD OF THREE
EN WHO WENT TO NEw YORK FOR A BIG WEEKEND.
THEY HAD BEEN ARMY BUDDIES AND REGISTERED AT
A FANCY HOTEL AND RENTED THE FINEST SUITE ON
THE FLOOR., AFTER THEY HAD SETTLED IN
THE M THEY WENT OUT FOR DINNER AND A NIGHT
ON THE TOWN. [HEY RETURNED IN THE EARLY
MORNING HOURS TO DISCOVER THAT THE ELEVATOR
WAS NOT WORKING., THEY JOKED ABOUT WALKING TO
THEIR ROOM BUT BEGAN THE PAINSTAKING TASK OF
CRAWLING STEP BY STEP SLOWLY AND CAREFULLY TO
THE 29TH FLOOR. THE FIRST ASKED THE SECOND
TO UNLOCK THE DOOR, THE SECOND, THE THIRD
ONLY TO DISCOVER THAT THEY HAD FORGOTTEN THE
KEY. TWENTY NINE FLOORS UP AND THEY HAD

_FORGOTTEN THE KEY, _MAN¥=E£Q£LE, LIKE THE

wr: : NG AND GROPING

A AY OF GOOD "dqu TRYING TO MAKE
IT TO HEAVEN- RO

OF THEY HAVE
RORGOTLELHELKEX, AND THE KEY IS CALLED |
T4 -Y

AND IT IS AN NOT A S

IIT. THE HASTE OF ONE ON ONE HVANGELISN -
Acts 8:30

THERE ARE TWO OUTSTANDING UNUSUAL FEATURES
ABOUT THIS STORY:

(1) FPHILIP WAS CONDUCTING A SUCCESSFUL,

%HEYSE{RIfgégﬁﬁ%%mnfEE%?E%aﬁ%ﬁa?%AEﬁ%ée'THAT

SUCCESSFUL MEETING AND TRAVEL TOfGAZA TO
WITNESS TQ ONE_BLACK MAN IN A REMOTE PART




OF THE COUNTRY. SIMPLY STATED, HE LEFT THE
CROWDS OF SAMARIA TO GO TO TO A CHARIOT\IN
- GAzZA. ON THE SURFACE, THIS WOULD SEEM LIKE
VERY UNWISE MOVE. FOR EXAMPLE, WHOEVER:
(HEARD OF A PASTOR OF A CHURCH OF A THOUSAND
\|PEOPLE RESIGNING TO ACCEPT A CHURCH OF ONE \
/O ( gF [T ALMOST NEVER HAPPENS BUT MAYBE

——— "IT 1S BECAUSE MANY CHRISTIAN WORKERS ARE NOT
LISTENING TO THE SPIRIT oF Gop!

RESPONSIBILITY BUT IT IS ALMOST NEVER SEEN -
A PERSON RUNNING TQ DO THE WORK OF GOD WITH
SUCH ENTHUSIASM, ONLY A SPIRIT-FILLED PERSON
COULD EVER VIEW THE LORD’S WORK IN THIS
D-ORDAINED FASHION. (ONE OF THE MOST

™ “, ARRESTING STORIES READ IN RECENT YEARS
IS THE STORY IN {OVING bLOD OF A DOCTOR NAMED
) WH PRISONED IN A

CONCENTRATION CAMP FOR A POLITICAL CRIME -
WHICH WAS THEIR WAY OF GETTING RID OF HIM
BECAUSE HE DID NOT ACCEPT THEIR PHILOSOPHY.
IN PRISON, KORNFELD CAME IN CONTACT WITH

A DEVOUT WELL-EDUCATED CHRISTIAN WHO LED HIM
T0 CHRIST. DURING HIS TENURE IN PRISON,

KORNFELD WITNESSED TOJMF;&HI;ENTJﬂ#ﬁﬂlN
I: T MAY HAVE BEEN

: R_SHARED HIS TESTIMONY
WITH BUT THAT PATIENT'S NAME WAS

) (SOLZHENITSYN IS THE WRITER
WHO BLEW THE WHISTLE ON THE TYRANNY OF RUSSIA
AND ITS POLITICAL PRISQNERS AS IT RELATED TO
> |THE GULAG ARCHIPELAGO.) RemZousc

Msit—r Ha ) ) K'fw\u-% » -:.-

e
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o Luke 15:20

THIS STORY IS OFTENP
PLEASE REMEMBER ~THAT
TH [GAL_SON HAD NO REGARD FOR HIS
FATHER'S OR HIS-F HE SON
DID NoT KRR o UNTIEﬁ_&&W
= INCLUDING IS HE AND
TSt ,

H AVE HAD.

i
|
' IV. THE HASTE OF #ARENTAL FORGIVENEFSS -

IN THIS SToRy,_fL“"

[ SPI m THE FATHER WAS TO
SEE HIS WAYWARD SON. ALSO SHOWS THAT
THE FATHER WAS QUICK TO ._,' HIS ERRING

eMe WHEN HIS FINANCIAL
R-WEATHER FRIENDS WERE GONE,
D PLENTY.

SUPPOSE TH THER'S LIFE
THAT WAYWARD BOY WAS HEAVY ON HIS HEART.
—~ TRULY, THERE IS NOwSORR@W IN LIFE LIKE THE
< SORROW OF AwhiéMiARDmGibli=sDs FINALLY, WHEN
"~~~ THE PRODIGAL CAME TO HIMSELF IT WASN'T HIS
~ FATHER'S WEALTH HE WANTED BUT HIS FATHER'S
WILL. THE EMPHASIS OF THE STORY IS THAT
WHEN THE PRODIGAL RETURNED THE FATHER DID NOT

SWAND BRING HIM IN THE W
BUT RA R MANIFESTED GENUINE LOVE A

¢ Al N 1 N EXCH
fﬁ BE ADD TO THAT A
A SYMBOL OF HONOR AND AFFECTION, AND SHO

A SIGN OF SONSHIP IN CONTRAST TO SERVANTSHIP.

in




=F= UPA—* M{"'_'
die €

el o Ha wntl Tl
SONS WORE SANDALS .~WHEN THE FATHER REFERRED
TO HIS SON AS DEAD BUT NOW ALIVE, WHAT DID

HE MEAN? OBVIOUSLY HE IS NOT REFERRING

TO PHYSICAL DEATH. [T IS A REFERENCE TO HIS
| SRIRLTUAL..CO ; OUR HEAVENLY FATHER
IS LIKE THE PRODIGAL S_FATHER. HE IS WAITING
FOR US TO COME HOME. [HE SAME FATHER WHO
WAITED AND WANTED HIS WAYWARD SON TO COME
HOME WAITS FOR US TO MOVE IN HIS DIRECTION
AND HE wiILL MOVE QUICKLY TO US. MAKE THAT
FIRST STEP. 24 ,,,

<




"RoBERT K. SPRADLING NovemBer 27, 1988

% Mivrcle esus
d ’}w

\‘M—i’—————HHOLE ” :L&E—nwl ;fjt’:‘g:m;)
JoHN 5:15

THE WORD WHOLE MEANS TO BE;HHthéﬂ_ﬂEALIﬂ‘
[T 1S THE WORD FOR HYGIENE, TEM OF
PRINCIPLES DESIGNED TO PROMOTE GOOD HEALTH.)
WE ACCEPT THE LIMITATIONS AND LOSS OF HEALTH
BUT FOR MOST OF_US
IN EVERY WAY. [HIS

I. THE WAITING MULTITUDE - VERSES 1-4

/I?ngouf-g?'
[T wAS EEAST T. IN JERUSALEM. YET FOR
MANY, IT WAS N CCASIO
(WHICH FEAST_WELARE NOT SURE. HE PLACE
WAS BESID [T WAS NEAR THE:
=y (ANCI RUSALEM SURROUNDED

\IN GATES. [HE-SHEEP GAT% WAS WHERE ANIMAL
SACRIFICES FOR THE TEMPLE WERE BROUGHT.)
THERE ARE SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS IN
THE TEXT ABOUT THE MULTITUDE:

(A) IT wAS A SIZABLE MULTITUDE - VERSE
Thandogy (grer’
THIS TERM WAS USED TO DESCRIBE THE HEAVENLY
HOST OF LUKE 2:13, IN THE SEA LUKE 5:6,
IN THE SKkY, HEBREWS 11:12 AND MAN'S
MANY SINS, JAMES 5:20., THE VERY TERM
MULTITUDE WOULD SUGGEST IT WAS A SUBSTANTIAL
CROWD. “a_ ;
"o spa fmthe ik ip b mimet

(B) It was A Sty MULTITUDE - VERSE 3 1“~Eiq?
0

THE TERMS IMPOTENT OR AILING, BLIND, HALT

OR LAME AND WITHERED DESCRIBE THEIR CONDITION.
THE TERM WITHERED IS USED ELSEWHERE TO
DESCRIBE A FIG TREE THAT HAD

\Fﬁ:_wm#' Mmas<es — oLt
\rir/va‘((rcsvs'./ J
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(C) It was puBLAC - VERSE 14
WHAT JESUS DID FOR THIS MAN WAS A MATTER OF

PLACE OF PUBLIC WORSHIP
SIDE OF CONVERSION.

CONFESS BEFORE MY IATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN.

_BUT WHOSOFVER SHALL DENY ME BEFORE ME, HIM
WILL | ALSO DENY BEFOR -
IN HEAVEN,  (MATTHEW lﬁ:%ﬁ— ‘
DISCIPLES DO NOT MAKE ! DISC :
CONFESSION SPEAKS FOR T%%Q%GhRAGE OF ONE'S
CONVICTIONS,

(D) It wAs PROHIBITIVE - VERSE 14

IT IS DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE ANYTHING WORSE
THAN 38 YEARS OF SUFFERING BUT HERE IS A
CLEAR WARNING ABOUT IDENTIFYING ONESELF WITH

JESUS AND CONT LNUING,TO LIVE THE LIFESTYLE
OF THE 'PAST:. "9 T Do You REALLY WANT

TO BE SAVED? ALLY WANT YOUR SINS
FORGIVEN? Do YOU REALLY WANT PEACE AND
SATISFACTION IN YOUR souL? Do You REALLY
WANT TO GO TO HEAVEN WHEN YOU DIE? THAT
IS ENTIRELY IN YOUR HANDS WITH THE POWER

TO CHOOSE.
FA rosT é;AJZ%Q'—.JZfA_//1~4Ri é%néé
fanlt ~ s Zpucu,cKQf«;(




L C‘fg\

&

Fa

\

e

LOSS OF VITALITY. THERE WERE NO HOSPITALS,
INSURANCE AGENCIES, NURSES, DOCTORS,
GOVERNMENT MEDICAL PROGRAMS AND NOT VERY MUCH
COULD OR WOULD.BE DONE FOR THE SICK. FOR

. IN THEIR.uguﬁs, BY

(C) IT wAS A STATIONARY MULTITUDE - VERSE 3

THE WORD LIE SUGGESTS THE SERIOUS NATURE OF
THE PROBLEM. THEY WERE IN LARGE MEASURE
IMMOBILE, UNABLE. IO MOVE UNDER THEIR OWN
POWER. [HERE WAS SOMETHING A BIT SCARY

WITH SUCH A LARGE CROWD OF PEOPLE AND ggéﬁ

MANY. OF THEM MOVING.ARQUND .~ AN ERRIE -
@7 <L LB /oo S T

T WAS A SUPERSTITIOUS MULTITUDE - %”’o«
VERSE U ( Cec astl . _tinfe *— )

SOMEONE HAS CALLED THIS " A-LOTEERY-+FOR.THE
ONLY A FEW WOULD BE HELPED AND THE
MULTITUDE IN LARGE MEASURE LEFT TQ.ITS
MISERY. I|HERE ARE TEXTUAL PROBLEMS REGARDING
ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS WHICH | CHOOSE NOT TO
TOUCH. IT IS ENTIRELY POSSIBLE THAT VERSE 4
REFERS TO A JEWISH TRADITION OR SUPERSTITION
WHICH ATTRIBUTED HEALING PROPERTIES TO THE
WATER THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS. WHETHER
IT ACTUALLY OCCURRED OR NOT IS HARD TO TELL
BUT IN ALL PROBABILITY SOME PEOPLE WERE HELPED
OR THEY WOULD NOT HAVE COME IN SUCH LARGE
MEASURES SO OFTEN TO THE POOL. [|HE £00L
SEEMS TO HAVE BUBBEEDGUP FROM TIME TO TIME
AND JOHN IS SIMPLY RELATING THE .2ORULAR
ABOUT THE POOL. IHE BELIEF IN THE
SACREDNESS OF RIVERS AND STREAMS HAS LONG

“Mw@b el o A pfann
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EXISTED IN THE MINDS OF MEN. THE GANGES
RI1VER OF INDIA HAS BEEN A PLACE TO WHICH
PEOPLE HAVE FLOCKED FOR YEARS. APPARENTLY,
ACCORDING TO THE TRADITION, WHEN THE WATERS
BUBBLED IT WAS FOR A LIMITED TIME AND ONLY
A FEW WERE CURED. IHE SAD PART ABOUT THIS

SUPERSTITION WA HAT HELP CAME FOR THE MAN
WHO NEEDED IT _

COULD WALK INTO  SON
MPOTENT MULTITUDES PRESENTS A BRO*DER
PICTURE THAN PHYSICAL HEALING., [Tl
PICTURE_OF ALL _MEN, NAMELY, THEZWA
'MASSES. WHO ARE SPIRITUALLY NEEDY
SPIRITUALLY HELRLESS. [IHEY ARE IN LARGE
MEASURE SURERSILIIOUS WAITING FOR SOMETHING
TO HAPPEN THAT MAY_NEVER HAPPEN FOR THEM,
SIMPLY STATED, THESE VERSES RO
MENENEFD JESBS

FACT THAT 7 ;
[1. THE WITHERED MAN - VERers Boy—

(A) THE ILLNESS - ViRiE i 6”555' Uﬁzs<bw53
THE_WORDS LIE, Loyﬁ SPEAR

OF THE,CHRONIC §S_OF ONE OF THE WORST

WAS NOTHING 'ATTRACTIVE APPEAL ING ABOUT
THE MAN. HE HAD NO CLAIMS ON JESUS - NONE.
HE WAS JUST A SICK MAN - ONE IN THE MIDST
OF A MULTITUDE.

(B) THE INQUIRY - VERSE 6

THIS IS ONE OF THE STRANGEST QUESTIONS IN
THE BiBLE. ONE WOULD ASSUME. THAT ANY PERSON
WHO HAD BEEN SICK FOR YEARS WOULD

THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE COMPLETELY CURED.
HOWEVER, THAT 1S NOT ALWAYS THE CASE. JESUS

Maw prvst rf%%@ Lo "mpo'/w:t"
bond. *f:—-n o : 5&" alian

= pelalle. Aot Tesvs Lo X

A
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KNEW WHAT SOME PSYCHOLOGISTS HAVE LEARNED
ONLY RECENTLY, THAT Is, THERE ARE SOME
SICK. [LLNESS CAN

'RECEIVE, oR THEM, LIFE IS
COMFORTABLE BECAUSE HE IS WAITED ON HAND AND
FOOT AND PERMITTED TO RETREAT FROM THE
DIFFICULTIES OF LIFE BY BEING A PERPETUAL
PATIENT. (ONE PSYCHOLOGIST TELLS THE STORY
OF A YOUNG LADY WHO WORKED AT A JOB WHICH
SHE DISLIKED VERY MUCH. HER ONLY REASON FOR
WORKING ON THE JOB WAS THE INCOME IT PROVIDED.
SHE BECAME ENGAGED TO A YOUNG MAN OF MEANS
AND PROMINENCE. HOWEVER, AFTER A TIME THE
ENGAGEMENT WAS BROKEN. FROM THAT DAY SHE
REFUSED TO EAT AND A LONG SERIES OF APPOINT-
MENTS WITH DOCTORS AND FINALLY WITH A
PSYCHOLOGIST REVEALED THE ROOT OF HER PROBLEM.
HER ILLNESS BECAME THE ESCAPE SHE DESIRED
TO GET AWAY FROM THEIR ENGAGEMENT. SHE WAS
SICK FOR ONE REASON - SHE WANTED TO BE SIckK!
AS LONG AS SHE REMAINED IN THAT FRAME OF
MIND, NO ONE COULD HELP HER. JESUS KNEW
THAT ONE ESSENTIA [
MAN WAS THATY HES ‘Tiﬂﬁ ! ANTS 7
IS A SPIRIT AP AR :

SAVED BUT BECAUSE IHEY WILL
("AND YE WILL NOT COME TO ME “THAT YE MIGHT
HANGSFF .. = “IN ONE_OF HIS "BOOKS,
PAUL CITTLE"POINTS OUT WHY MANY PEOPLE DO

NOT KNOW CHRIST AS SAVIOUR. IT IS NOT BECAUSE
IT 1S NOT RATIONAL OR SENSIBLE TO DO SQ, BUT
RATHER THEY. HAVE SET THEIR MINDS AGAINST
GOSPEL AND ARE DETERMINED NOT .TO BELIEVE IT
NO MATTER WHAT THE EVIDENCE MAY SAY TO THE
CONTRARY, ONE STUDENT IN ANSWER TO THE
QUESTION ’ARE YOU GOING TO ,BECOME A CHRISTIAN?"
ANSWERED, “No.” "Why nNoT?” “IT wouLD MESS
UP MY LIFESTYLE.” THAT IS THE REAL ISSUE.

p
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THAT YOUNG MAN DID NOT HAVE INTELLECTUAL
PROBLEMS, HE HAD MORAL PROBLEMS WITH THE
GOoSPEL! NO PERSON WILL EVER BE SPIRITUALLY
WHOLE UNTIL HE WANTS AND WILLS TO BE!

(C) THE 1LLUSION - VERSE 7

AR’ J“- CAN
THE METHODS OF

1RGIVE ANaTHER MAN S 34N¢
MEN IN DEALING WITH THIS MAN’'S ILLS HAD BEEN
TRIED FOR 38 YEARS AND HE WAS NO NEARER
HEALING. HE THOUGHT THE SOLUTION TO HIS
PROBLEM WAS IN THE GREAT POOL BUT INSTEAD
IT WAS IN THE GREAT PHYSICIAN.

TERMS THIS IDEA IS EXPRESSED BY 0
"ARE-LOOKING FOR THE-RIGHI_CHURCH, THE RIGHT
PASIQR, THE RIGHT OGIST, THE RIGHT

MARRIAGE..COUNSELQR, THE RIGHT ENVIRONMENT,

THE RIGHT CIRCUMSIANCFS AND THEY, LIKE THIS
HAVE LOOKED IN EVERY DIRECTION-EXGEPT
TOo GoD. MoST PEOPLE ARE LOOKING FOR SPIRITUAL
HELP FROM SOME RELIGIOUS RITUAL THAT LEAVES
THEM AS HELPLESS A ﬁm.l'ELESS AS EVER.
ONE IS REMINDED oF(NAAMA KINGS 5:11:

OUT_TO ME, AND STAVD' ANDHCALL ON E
OF THE LORD HIS GOD, AND STRIKE HIS HAND

E PLACE, A ECOVER THE LEPER.”
EOR 3§ YEARS, THIS MAN'S IDEAS AND TH

IDEAS OF OTHERS HAD SIMPLY NOT WORKED AND
NEVER WOULD BUT IT IS A HARD LESSON TO LEARN,




. ae

:r{'_'P‘"‘- ".:'yn?—-;fg O ¢ :{ au r{ S, j\((\.&,—— L
% ???‘rkde’\.wln RN \_\[mz_x POM\“

.‘.;E::_.-ZZL _.(,h/hx «L«&L_{

™

~

. B
} QUF’G-«/‘UL#J rad_ p’bb“”b \}-{_LVE §UH$ '7\&% u-ﬂ‘v »“«QL

ITT. THE WONDERFUL MIRACLE - VERSES % 1 25

~— t.;vﬁ-«—\

To MY KNOWLEDGE, THIS IS THE ONLY MIRACLE s
JESUsS PERFORMEQW#%%QQE THE CITY OF JERUSALEM,
A CAREFUL LOOK VEAL SEVERAL INTERESTING
FACTORS ABOUT IT:

(A)  IT wAs PERMANENT - VERSE &9

THE WORD WALK IS IN A PARTI%ULAR TENSE THAT
MEANS TO KEEP ON | ' N OTHER WORDS
:%ﬁw : ’

IHIS MAN DID NOTCEQ HEN 8
LENT WAS FQILDFB, [HE worzn(curze?m VErse 10
MEANS HE DID NOT KEEP GOING FOR AN

ADJUSTMENT EVERY WEEK OR TWO._ HIS HEALING
WAS IMMEDIATE AND COMPLETE. IT WAS PER
g D NOT A PROCESS.  [HIS MAN '

BUT SIMPLY LEAPED TO HIS FEET AND
N WALKING:. (APPLY TO SALVATION - WE
DON KEEP GOING BACK FOR ANOTHER DOSE.)

(B) It wAs ProvecaTive - VErse 10

THE PROBLEM SEEMS TO BE THE PALLET OR BED,

THE BED WAS THE_SYMBOL OF SOMETHING. SOMEONE
HAS SUGGESTED THAT ALL THIS MAN HAD TO DO WAS
DROP THE AND NOTgEaG WOULD HAVE BEEN SAID,

THE PRESENCE OF THATE& MADE THE TRUTH OF
WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO STAND OUT IN CONTRAST
TO0 HIS PREVIOUS COND

HELE’“ED {IM_TO WAL

. [HE FEACT THAT
8 LD WALK WA E| CED! THE FACT
THAT HE WAS CURED WAS OF LITTLE CONSEQUENCE,
THIS 1S TRUE_OF RELIGION TODAY. As

HAS SAID "THEY (RELIGON) HABITALLY 1 GNORE




RoBERT K. SPRADLING JANUARY 17, 1993

PERSECUTOR TURNED PREACHER
~ GALATIANS 1:13-24

REviEw: Key VERSE 5:1, KEY WORD - LIBERTY.
PROBLEM - LEGALISM,

FrROM NERQ TO NOW, PERSECUTORS HAVE BEEN PART
OF SATAN'S PROGRAM TO GET RID OF CHRISTIANITY.
NONE HAVE BEEN MORE DETERMINED TO ACCOMPLISH
THAT OBJECTIVE THAN SAUL OF TARSUS. IN THE
MIDST OF HIS EFFORT TO RID THE EARTH OF

THE NAME OF JEsuUS, JESUS SPOKE TO SAUL AND
SAUL RECEIVED HIM AS SAVIOR - AN INCREDIBLE
cONVERSION! BY THE wAY, SAUL’S CONVERSION
REMINDS ALL READERS THAT (GOD SPECIALIZES IN
HARD CASES., DON’T GIVE UP ON THOSE WHO SEEM

LS HARD TO REACH. IN THIS PASSAGE, PauL
) REHEARSED HIS CONVERSION EXPERIENCE WITH THE
GALATIANS,

[. PAUL’S CAREER IN JUDAISM - V. 13-14

EAUL HAD A RELIGIQUS REPUTATION. THEY HAD
HEARD” OF HIM. HE HAD MADE A MARK IN THE
JEWS RELIGION, HE WAS SOMEONE TO BE RECKONED
WITH, A ONE-MAN MOVEMENT. THE PHRASE "JEWS
RELIGION"” POINTS TO THE FACT THAT PAUL WAS A

DEVOUT JEW. HE WAS PROUD OF HIS HERITAGE.

FROM AS EARLY AS b6 YEARS OF AGE, HE HAD
LEARNED TO READ AND MEMORIZE PARTS OF THE
PENTATEUCH AND THE PsALMS, AT AGE 13, HE
BECAME A ”"SoN oF THE Law.” HE READ THE
SCRIPTURES IN THE SYNAGOGUE, ANSWERED

P QUESTIONS BEFORE THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS AND
FROM THAT POINT ON WAS CONSIDERED A MAN.
PAUL CONTINUED HIS EDUCATION AS A RABBI AND
AS A PHARISEE, THE MOST RESPECTED RELIGIOUS
FRATERNITY IN ISRAEL. PAUL ALSO SAT AT THE

%/I
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FEET OF GAMALEIEL, ONE OF THE MOST LEARNED

MEN IN ONE OF THE BEST UNIVERSITIES IN THE

ANCIENT WORLD. IHE WORD_YPROFITED"” IN THE

TEXT SUGGESTS RROGRESS, NOT MAKING MONEY.

PAUL OUTSTRIPPED ALL OF HIS CONTEMPORARIES

IN HIS ZEAL FOR JUDAISM. HE WAS THE RELIGIOUS

LEADER OF HIS TIME - ON TOP OF HIS_PEERS, HIS
(éigEDIGREE WAS UNSURPASSED, (PHIL. 3:5-6)

PERSECUTED” - THIS WORD HAS THE BASIC IDEA
OF BEING PURSUED1 THAT IS, TO RUN DOWN AND
RUN OVER EOMEONE.CafBEYOND MEASURE” - THIS IS
A SINGLE GREEK WORD FROM WHICH WE
GET THE -ENGLISH—HYRERBOLE , EYPERBOLE IS
SPEEGHNDE STONEPZT0 EXAGGERATE STATEMENT®, TO
OVERSTATE FOR EFFECT. IHE WORD LITERALLY

MEANS TO .QVERSHOOT OR CAST OR THROW _BEYOND.
EEE FOLLOWING IS AN EXAMPLE OF HYPERBOLE!
E

REE PEOPLE MEET AT A 25-YEAR HIGH SCHOOL

UNION, AFTER PRELIMINARY CONVERSATION, TWO
ARE TALKING ABOUT THE ONE WHO LEFT THE
FESTIVITIES., IHEY MAKE THREE HYPERBOLIC
STATEMENTS: So AND SO IS AS BIG_AS A
HOUSE. (). DUMB AS A SLDE TRACK. @& UeLy
AS A MUD FENCE. JTHIS IS EXCESSIVE SPEECH,
BREYOND NORMAL BOUNDS DESIGNED TO MAKE A POINT-
NOT NECESSARILY A FLATTERING oNE! ~PAUL SAYS
THAT HE WAS NO "ORDINARY PERSECUTOR"”. HE WAS
A WILD MAN, OUT OF CONTROL, MEAN, MAD AND
BENT ON MAYHEM AGAINST AGAINST CHRISTIANS
ANYWHERE AND EVERYWHERE. OBLITERATING
CHRISTIANS FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH WAS NOT
JUST OBJECTIVE, IT WAS AN OBSESSION WITH
SAULk%EZWASTED" = THERE 1S A SLANG TERM IN
FNGLISH - A MOB-TYPE, GANGLAND TYPE KILLING
IS DESCRIBED AS ﬂASIlNﬁ:E%EE%ﬂgw THE IDEA
HERE IS TO LAY WASTE OR E ARE ALL
ACQUAINTED WITH THE TERM SACK AS IT RELATES

TO A FOOTBALL QUARTERBACK BUT WHAT IF THE
OPPOSING LINEBACKER SACKS THE QUARTERBACK




-3-

WITH A BASEBALL BAT! SAuL OF TARSUS WAS A
FEARED, FEARSOME FANATIC WHO BOTH HATED AND
HURT CHRISTIANS!

IT. PAUL'S CALLING TO THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
AND MINISTRY-V. 15-16

"WHEN 1T PLEASED GobD” - THIS IS A REFERENCE
TO GOD'S INITIATIVE AND GOOD PLEASURE. IN
OTHER WORDS, (GOD HAD PLANS FOR SAUL'S LIFE,
HE DID NOT DISCUSS THESE PLANS WITH SAUL,
HE DID NOT SEEK HIS OPINION OR HIS INPUT
YET SAUL WAS NOT A ROBOT BUT INDEED THE
RECIPIENT OF Gon'§ GRACE, "WHO SEPARATED
ME_FROM MY MOTHER'S WOMB" - GOD'S PLAN FOR
SAUL WAS NOT PLANNED AT THE TIME OF ITS
EXECUTION, [T WAS DESIGNED LONG BEFORE THE
EVENTS SURROUNDING SAUL'S CONVERSION., HOW
NIVINE SELECTION AND SOVEREIGNTY FIT INTO
HUMAN CHOICE AND PARTICIPATION IS BEYOND
HUMAN PERCEPTION AND EXPLANATION BUT IT IS
so! By THE WAY, THE WORBUSEPARATED IN THE
TEXT MEANS TO “MARK _OFF A BOUNDARY LINE
AND IN THIS CASE THE MARKING OFF WAS EVEN
BEFORE SAUL WAS BORN. “CALLED ME BY His
GRACE - SAUL DIDN'T CALL HIMSELF - IT WAS
THE WORK OF GOD ALONE. (GOD TOOK THE
INITIATIVE, HE DID THE CHOOSING, HE DID NOT
WAIT UNTIL SAUL GOT BETTER, BECAME MORE
APPRECIATIVE OR SAW THINGS FROM GoD’'S VIEW-
POINT, HE JUST CALLED PAUL ACCORDING TO GOD'Ss
GRACE. [|HIS FITS INTO OTHER VERSES IN THE
BIBLE WHICH PROPOSE JUST AS MANY QUESTIONS.
For EXAMPLE, JEREMIAH 1:5, [ CORINITHIANS
1:26, Joun 15:16.




-Ll-

[I1. PAUL'S CONFERENCE WITH PETER AND JAMES
IN JERIISALEM - V. 16B-20

ONE IS SURPRISED BY THE ORDER OR CHRONOLOGY
OF THE CONSULTATION MENTIONED IN THE TEXT.
AT FIRST, SAUL "COMEERRER"” WITH NONE BUT
CHRIST. THE WORD CONFERRED MEANS TO CONSULT
SOMEONE IN ORDER TO GET OPINION, ADVICE IN
ORDER TO MAKE A DECISION. THE PHRASE "FLESH
-QEEE%EPQDT IS A REFERENCE TO FALLIBLE HUMAN
. |HE TWELVE WERE LEADERS IN THE CHURCH

BUT THEY WERE STILL FALLIBLE AND NOT
INFALLIBLE LEADERS. WE ARE SURPRISED THAT
PAUL DID NOT GO UP TO JERUSALEM IMMEDIATELY
FOR INFORMATION, INSTRUCTION AND EVEN
INSRIRATION FROM THE TWELVF. HUMAN LOGIC
WOULD LEAD PAUL TO SEEK THEIR ARRRQVAL AND
Agzgtmzm;mx To CHRISTIAN WORK. [T REMINDS
THE LORD'S PEOPLE THAT GoD’S METHODS IN
TRAINING MEN ARE NOT ALWAYS THE SAME WITH
ALL MEN. THIS BRILLIANT SCHOLAR HAD STUDIED
THE OLD TESTAMENT ALL OF HIS ADULT LIFE,
AFTER HIS CONVERSION HE DEVOTED AS MUCH AS
THREE YEARS TO INTENSIVE TRAINING AND FEW
MEN HAVE BEEN SO PREPARED BECAUSE FEW MEN
HAVE HAD THE RESPONSIBILITY AND ENORMOUS
INFLUENCE BESTOWED UPON PAuL. HE wAS AN
AMAZING MAN, AT HOME WITH SCHOLARS AND
INTELLECTUALS BUT EQUALLY AT HOME WITH SIMPLE
PEOPLE. PLEASE NOTE AGAIN THAT SAUL DID

NOT SEEK THE APPROVAL OR ADVICE OF THE
TWELVE. JTHIS IS NOT ARROGANCE BUT SIMPLY
THE FACT THAT SAUL WENT DIRECTLY TO THE

LorD JESUS, THE RRIMARY..SQURCE OF DIRECTION
AND INSTRUCTION AND NOT TO THE RY
~SOURGES. - OTHER SERVANTS OF GOD, iHE GOSPEL
WAS GoD'S MESSAGE AND PAUL COULD GO TO NO
HIGHER AUTHORITY THAN CHRIST HIMSELF. THE
ARABIAN EXPERIENCE HAD TO DO WITH A KIND

OF SPIRITUAL POST-GRADUATE STUDY ESPECIALLY
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HAVING TO DO WITH THE EXPERIENCE OF
SOLITUDE., GOD GAVE SIMILAR INSTRUCTION AND
DIRECTION TO Moses, ELI1JAH, DAVID, AND NOW
PauL. AMONG THE SPIRITUAL GIANTS, SOLITUDE
SEEMS TO HAVE A SPECIAL PLACE IN THE TRAINING
PROCESS., [|HE FIFTEEN-DAY VISITATION WITH
PETER HAD TO BE ONE OF THE GREATEST BIBLE
CONFERENCES EVER, (COMMENT REGARDING

WiNONA LAKE AND SEMINARY PLUS THE ADDITIONAL
TRAINING AT THE cgNFgRENLE_ﬁRQuuDs.) IN ONE
OF JAMES—MCGINLEY'S MESSAGES HE BEGINS A
SERMON LIKE THIS .../}"ONE EVENING, ABOUT

900 YEARS AGO, PETER WAS SITTING ALONE IN
HIS LITTLE HOUSE IN JERUSALEM READING HIS
BIBLE, -S1RPPING_-A-DRINK AND SNACKENG BEFORE
BEB. I|HERE CAME A KNOCK AT THE DOOR, HE
OPENED IT AND GAZED FOR THE FIRST TIME INTO
THE FACE OF SAUL OF TARSUS. WHAT A NIGHT

r

THAT WAS. [T BEGAN A 0D LFME_EI.L-QH'
AZING. Y THE WAY, MCGINLEY
AS A DIFFICULTY WITH MEN WHO

WAS AM
”CHRISTIANﬁ

ARE "IN _CHRIST" THE GREATEST SPIRITUAL
E;a%ggullx_QE.EAdIh IN THE WORLD WHO SEEK
OTHER BROTHERHOODS SUCH AS Moose, ELKsS,
Masons, OpD FELLOWS AND NOT SO ODD FELLOWS!
THE FRATERNITY OF FAITH IN THE GOSPEL IS THE
GREATEST FRATERNITY AND FAMILY ON EARTH,
McGINLEY GOES ON TO TALK ABOUT THIS TWO-WEEK
TIME AS THEY SHARED THEIR CONVERSION EXPERI-
ENCES, TOURED THE CITY OF JERUSALEM FROM
GETHSEMANE TO CALVARY, PARTICIPATED IN MEALS
AND VSIITATION TOGETHER AND THEN THEIR FINAL
DEPARTURE. IWO SPIRITUAL GIANTS WHO
CONFERRED, CONVERSED AND CONTINUED ON FOR
CHRIST. OME OF PETER'S HIGH OPINIONS OF
PAUL IS REFLECTED IN II PeTER 3:15-16.
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IV. PAUL’S COMMENTARY ABOUT THE CHURCHES
OF JUDEA - V. 21-24

AFTER HIS CONVERSION, PAUL WAS OuT OF
CIRCULATION AMONG THE CHURCHES DURING THE
ARABIAN EXPERIENCE, EVEN IN HIS HOMELAND
AND HOME TOWN THEY HAD HEARD OF HIM BUT MANY
HAD NOT SEEN HIM FACE TO FACE, SO HE WAS
RELATIVELY UNKNOWN EVEN AT HOME. [HE
CHURCHES HAD PIECED TOGETHER INFORMATION AND
HAD COME TO THE REALIZATION THAT THE CHURCH'S
GREATEST HAD NOW BEOME ITS_GREATEST
P IS CONVERSION WAS A GENUINE BASIS
FOR THE CHURCHES TO PRAISE Gop. IHE TEST OF
ANY CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE OR MINISTRY IS WHO
GETS THE GLORY! W ofl: 10 PEOPLE GLORIFY
GOD WHEN THEY HEAR §3531_51g9§$s WHO
BECOME GREAT_SAINTS OR DO THEY EL E THESE
PEOPLE TO A CELEBRITY STATUS? PAUL SAYS
THAT "THEY GLORIFIED_LOD IN ME” AND NOT
"THEY.-GEORIFIED ME” - A BIG DIFFERENCE.
ONE FUNCTION OF CHURCH MINISTRY IS TO GLORIFY
Gop, EPHESIANS™SSH, 121,

% —._“-_“"-—-—«
3.2)
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JERUSALEM AGAIN
GALATIANS 2:1-10

REVIEW: CONTROVERSY AND CONMICTIION OFTEN
TRAVEL SIDE BY SIDE. FOR EXAMPLE, THERE WAS

A VAST DIFFERENCE BETWEEN_LUTHER AND

THOUGH BOTH WERE CONSIDERED PARTICIPANTS IN

THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION. OTH

EVEN SLICK. IN PERSQNAL.RELAILQE%E%ES- E WAS
THE "DARLING" OF THE ACADEMIC WORLD. So
__MODERATE_HE OFFENDED® NOTHING AN YT IT
WAS SAID OF HIM_THAT HE™COULD S D MAKE
IT SOUND LIKE HE WAS LEARNED, POLISHED
AND ACCEPTED B INTELLECTUALS, HE WAS THE
GOLDEN-TONGUED COMPROMISER. HE COULD PUT UP
WITH ALMOST ANYONE AND WOULD BE SHOCKED TO
THINK OF PUTTING THEM OUT OF THE CHURCH. BuT
THE BURDEN OF THE REFORMATION BEAT IN THE
™ HEART OF LuTHEr, IT.WAS LUTHER, NOT ERASMUS,
WHO POSTED THE 95 THESIS ON THE DOOR OF THE
CHURCH AT WITTENBERG. —FWAS | UTHER, NOT
ERASMUS, WHO LAID IT ALL ON THE LINE AT THE
: , NOT ERASMUS, WHO
WAS THE FATHER OF THE REFORMATION! PAUL’S SECOND
TRIP 70 JERUSALEM WAS STEEPED IN DOCTRINAL
CONFLICT. THE DETAILS ARE ‘RECORDED IN AcTs 15.
IT IS VERY CLEAR THAT PAUL, AN INDEPENDENT
MISSIONARY, WAS ACCEPTED BY THE APOSTLES AND THE
CHURCHES. HOWEVER, THERE WERE SOME WHO SAID

THAT PAUL MUST CONFORM TO .JHEIR REL IGIQUS RULES
OR HE COULD NOT PLAY IN

JHEIR RELIGIOUS
__NELGHBQRHQgHa THE CRITICS AND EALSE TEACHERS
SAID THAT JEWS ENJOYED A FAVORED POSITION IN

THE ECONOMY OF GoD. THEREFORE, IN ORDER TO HAVE

~ PROPER STANDING BEFORE (GOD, A PERSON MUST _SUBMLT
TO JEWISH CEREMONIAL LAW. GENTILES WHO DID NOT
DO THIS WERE NQL.SAVED - THEY SAID! PAUL KNEW
BETTER AND WOULD NOT GIVE AN INCH ON THIS

PRINCIPAL - NAMELY, MEN ARE SAVED AND KEPT BY
GRACE - PERIOD!
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I. THE CHURCH CONFERENCE AT _JERUSALEM -
P V. 1_2

SEVENTEEN YEARS AFTER HIS CONVERSION AND
FOURTEEN YEARS AFTER HIS FIRST VISIT WITH PETER
THERE, PAUL RETURNED WITH OTHER CHURCH LEADERS
TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM OF LEGALISM. CERTAIN
PEOPLE INSISTED THAT SALVATION WAS NOT COMPLETE
WITHOUT CERTAIN CEREMONIAL RITES. (Acts. 15:1)
THE WIDE RANGING EFFECT OF PAUL’S MISSIONARY
JOURNEY AMONG THE GENTILES_WAS NOT WIDELY KNOWN
EVEN AMONG THE CHURCHES. THIS CHURCH COUNCIL,

AT ITS CONCLUSION, MADE IT CRYSTAL CLEAR THAT
(%EE:%AanLunLJ;Lﬁx_QBAQE_AanE. LSO, IT SPELLED

UT CERTAIN DFSRENSAFLONAL.DISTINCTIVES SUCH AS

THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE :
:%%§ (Acts 15:45) THIS CHURCH CONFERENCE IN HISTORY

/< DIFFERS FROM MANY LQ*IEMBQBARX;LQNEEREhﬂlﬁi IN
ONE CENTRAL ISSUE, " CONCENTRATED ON

“ DOCTRINAL PURITY AND”DEMONSTRATIVE PREACHING!
IT DEMONSTRATED THAT THE GOSPEL IS FOR JEW
AND GENTILE ALIKEWéiEEOUT OR APART FROM THE

MIXTURE OF THE LA HE NEXT TIME YOU READ
ABOUT A CHURCH CONFERENCE IN THE PAPER, NOTICE
THE EMPHASIS WILL BE ON.MOIELS, RESTAURANTS,
SIGHT=SEEING TOURS COMMIIIEES, SUBCOMMITTEES,
MAJORILY AND MINORITY REPORTS, SEMINARS,
THE RRESS AND RUBLIC REIATIONS. [HE sDngggs
OF THE CONFERENCE WILL RANGE FROM
,_lﬁﬂls AND LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCHES, NQMEN.S
, ABORTION, THE~HOMELESS, THE~JOBLESS,
ﬁmcism AND AN_ENDLESS-VARIETY OF SOCIAL ISSUES.
HOWEVER, IT MIGHT BE VERY DIFFICULT TO LOCATE

A BIBLE IN USE. OR CARRIED BY SOMEONE AT THE
o W SEEM TO
PROMOTE HERESY RATHER THA ROTECT THE CHURCH
~FROM TT"

I AS A MATTER OF FACT, EXAMINE THE
GREAT CHURCH COUNCILS OR CONFERENCES IN CHURCH
HISTORY. _ PHILLIP SCHAFF SAYS OF THE CQUNCIL
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225 AB,

N1 :  "IT WAS THE FIRST AND MOST VENERABLE
OF THE ECUMENICAL SYNODS; AND NEXT TO THE
APOSTOLIC COUNCIL AT JERUSALEM, THE MOST

IMPORTANT, MOST 1 ROUS OF ALL THE COUNCILS

OF CHRISTENDOM." IT WAS SIGNIFICANT

BECAUSE OF CRUSADE _AGAINST HEE%%I.
S

HE DEFENDED THE DLELY QF CHREST AGAINST

WHO DENIED THE DIETY OF CHRIST AND THE CONFLICT
CENTERED PRIMARILY AROUND TWO WORDS - SIMILAR
AND SAME.  (ExPLAIN) [T IS INTERESTING TO
OBSERVE THAT EUSEBIUS WAS THERE REPRESENTING
THE EMPEROR BUT fT'WAS.AIﬂAmAaigstHo WON THE
VICTORY!

IT. PAUL’S COLLEAGUES AT THE CONFERENCE -
¥ 1=3; 8

PAUL WAS AN INDEPENDENT IN SPIRIT AND MINISTRY,
BUT HE WAS NOT A LONER. PAUL KNEW THE VALUE
AND NECESSITY OF CO-WORKERS IN THE GOSPEL
MINISTRY. HE SURROUNDED HIMSELF WITH

2 IFTED PEOPLE,
mm E WAS ONE OF THE EARLY LEADERS
OF THE CHURCH AT JERUSALEM., _THE BIBLE SPEAKS
OF HIS GENEROSITY. (AcTs 4:36-37) BARNABAS
WAS A MAN OF MEANS WHO GAVE GENEROUSLY TO

THE EARLY MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH AT JERUSALEM.
HE WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN GETTING THE CHURCH TO
ACCEPT THE CREDIBILITY OF PAUL’'S CONVERSION,
(AcTts 9:27) BARNABAS WAS WILLING TO STICK HIS
NECK OUT OR AS SOME WOULD SAY, TAKE A CHANCE
ON PauL. THIS GREAT TRUSTING ATTITUDE WAS
REFLECTED IN BARNABAS’ CONFIDENCE IN JoHN MARK
EVEN WHEN JOHN MARk HAD FAILED. (Acts 15:36)
BARNABAS' AMAZING SPIRITUALITY IS REFLECTED
MOST IN HIS WILLINGNESS TO STEP ASIDE FOR A
PLACE OF LEADERSHIP AND LET PAUL ASSUME THE
PLACE OF PRIMARY LEADERSHIP. THIS IS NOT EASY
TO DO AND IS NOT DONE VERY OFTEN!
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(2) [TiTusj- TITUS WAS A YOUNG GREEK WHOM
PAUL*AAD BROUGHT WITH HIM TO JERUSALEM AS A
TEST CASE. A BETWEEN-THE-LINES READING OF THE
TEXT MIGHT SUGGEST THAT SOME LEADERS IN THE
CHURCH URGED PAUL TO HAVE TITUS SUBMIT TO

THE RITE OF CIRCUMCISION TO AVQID CONFLICT IN
THE CHURCH._ ON THIS.ERLNQlBLg PAUL REFUSED

TO YIELD. FEITHER ONE IS SAVED BY GRACE OR HE
1s NoT! WiersBe caLLs Titus_"ExHiBIT A”

FROM THE GENTILE CHURCHES. TITUS ALSO ASSISTED

PAUL IN DEALING WITH DIFFICULT_CHURCHES AND WAS
A MESSENGER IN THIS REGARD. (Titus 1:5)

P— —

(3) gmuwu THESE THREE WERE
CALLED PILLARS IN THE CHURCH AT JERUSALEM

INDICATING THEIR PLACE OF LEADERSHIP. THEY,
ALONG WITH PAUL, WERE NOT LABELED AS GREAT,
CELEBRITIES OR SUPER SAINTS IN THE CHURCH.
THEY WERE RESPONSIBLE, GODLY MEN WHOSE PRIMARY
RESPONSIBILITY WAS TO SERVE JESUS CHRIST.

THEY MADE NO ATTEMPT TO BE SOMEBODY SPECIAL.

I11. THE CONFLICT AT THE CONFERENCE - V. 4-6

AT THE JERUSALEM CONFERENCE, THERE WERE MEN
WHO WERE CHARACTERIZED AS FALSE BRETHREN. THAT
1S, JUDIAZERS WHO FOLLOWED PAUL IN HIS MINISTRY
IN ORDER TO HOUND HIM AND CAPTURE HIS CONVERTS
AND DIVERT THEM BACK INTO LEGALISM AND AWAY
FROM LIBERTY. JTHEY WERE NOT GENUINE BELIEVERS
BUT WERE PREACHERS OF UNTRUTH SEEKING TO
DESTORY THE NEW IN THE FAITH. [|HESE MEN WERE
SLAVES TO RITUAL AND SLAVES TO THE LAW. THE
SOMEWHATS” OF THIS VERSE PROBABLY REFER TO
SOME OF THE LEADERS OF THE JERUSALEM CHURCH WHO
TRIED TO PERSUADE PAUL TO BE MORE FLEXIBLE AND
COMPROMISING ON THE SUBJECT OF LAW AND GRACE,
EVEN THOUGH PAUL WAS NOT DISCOURTEOUS, HE WOULD
NOT BOW TO THE WEIGHT OF POPULAR OR MAJORITY
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OPINION. PAUL KNEW THAT THE.MAJORIILY, IS NOT
ALWAYS RIGHT. PAUL HAD LEARNED LESSONS THAT
GOD WILL STAND BY HIM IF HE WOULD STAND BY

GoD’s TRUTH. HE ALSO KNEW _THAT THERE ARE .NQ,

wBlG-SHOTS IN GOD’S WORK. PAUL WAS NOT UNDULY

IMPRESSED OR INFLUENCED BY THE POSITION

OTHERS HELD IN THE CHURCH. HE WAS NO ANARCHIST
BUT HE KNEW THE MEANING OF BIBLICAL AUTHORITY.
HE WAS FAR TOO INTERSTED IN THE MESSAGE OF
GRACE TO BE OVERLY CONCERNED ABOUT PRESTIGE IN
THE CHURCH. SOMETHING HAS HAPPENED IN AMERICA.

WE ARE SUPPOSED TO GBI~ALONE_MHI¥_EMERXBQDX_DN
__EVERYTHING.~ INCLUDING THE DEVIL! A PERSON WHO

PN

-

CAUSES WAVES FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL IS
OFTEN LOOKED UPON AS UNCOMPROMISING, INFLEXIBLE
A TROUBLE MAKER. THE ULTIMATE CRITICISM IS
THAT THAT PERSON IS NOT EXHIBITING LOVE,
NoNSENSE! PAUL HELD FIRM THE BIBLICAL DOCTRINE
OF GRACE. THERE CAN BE NO CHRISTIAN LOVE IF
THERE 1S NO CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE!

IV. THE COMMISSION AFTER THE CONFERENCE -
V., 7-10

THE GOSPEL WAS TO JEWS AND GENTILES ALIKE

WITHOUT DISTINCTION GOD HAD MADE IT CLEAR

TO PETER AT THE HOUSE OF CORNELIUS THAT THIS
WAS INDEED THE BIBLICAL APPROACH. (Acts 10)
THE GOSPEL IS NOT TWO DIFFERENT MESSAGES TO
TWO DIFFERENT GROUPS. IT IS RATHER ONE GOSPEL
INVOLVING ALL NATIONALITIES BECAUSE GOD HAS
ONE WAY OF SAVING REOPLE IN EVERY DISPENSATION,
THE MESSAGE IS ONE, NAMELY, THE DEATH, BURIAL
AND RESSURECTION oF JEsus CHRIST. ITHE RIGHT
HAND OF FELLOWSHIP WAS A SYMBOL OF AGREEMENT
IN DOCTRINE AND DUTY. C(EXPLAIN CHURCH
MEMBERSHIP PROCEDURE AND THE RIGHT HAND OF
FELLOWSHIP, IT IS A DIFFERENT APPROACH. IT

IS A DOCTRINAL APPROACH. IT IS A DEPORTMENT
APPROACHT THE GOSPEL HAS SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS.

o ;
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THE EARLY CHURCH DID NOT GO OUT INTO THE
WORLD TO ESTABLISH PROGRAMS AND BEGIN TO WASTE
MONEY. SOMETIMES FUNDAMENTAL CHURCHES ARE
CRITICIZED FOR NOT HAVING A SOCIAL CONSCIOUSNESS
HOWEVER, IT IS VERY CLEAR IN THE BIBLE THAT
THE CHURCH HAS A SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY BUT THAT
IS NOT ITS PRIMARY BURDEN. IHE BREAD OF LIFE
AND THE BREADLINE GO TOGETHER. HOWEVER, SOCIAL
AGENCIES OF EITHER CHURCHES OR GOVERNMENT HAVE
NO GOSPEL MESSAGE. [T MAY BE AN OVER-SIMPLIFI-
CATION BUT IT IS STILL TRUE THAT EVEN IF A
HOMELESS, JOBLESS SICK PERSON RECEIVES ALL THE
SOCIAL BENEFITS THAT HE NEEDS WITHOUT OR APART
FROM THE GOSPEL, WE ARE SIMPLY MAKING EARTH
A MORE COMFORTABLE PLACE FROM WHICH THE SINNER
GOES TO HELL! By THE WAY, THAT SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY IS REFLECTED IN AcTs 6.

__————_—"'F
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FACE TO FACE AND HEAD TO HEAD
GALATIANS 2:11-21

(COMMENT REGARDING STORY - "JESUS 1S WATCHING

You")

[T wAS NOT EASY FOR PAUL TO_CONFRONT PETER

ABOUT HIS ERROR. AFTER ALL, AS AN
_APOSTLE AND SHOULD HAVE KNOWN WHAT HE WAS

DOING WITH REFERENCE TO BIBLE DOCTRINE. IF

NOT, WHO WOULD THINK HIMSELF AD TO

CORRECT PETER? U , ALL MAKE MISTAKES
SO LET PETER CORRECT THE MISTAKE NEXT .
(:) Or PETER .MAY HAVE HAQ_A;BEﬂﬁ%N THAT OTHERS DID
NOT KNOW FOR HIS ACTION SO GIVE HIM THE
OF THE _DOUBTL. ANYWAY, TO AVOID A
PAINFUL CONFRONTATION ONE WOULD BE PRONE TO
- IDESTEP OR LGNORE THE THEOLOGICAL ISSUE.
ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ??, PAUL—COULD NOT AND WOULD NOT IGNORE
PETER'S DUPLICITY. SO HERE WE HAVE A FACE TO

FACE, EYE TO EYE, NOSE TO NOSE, HEAD TO HEAD
CLASH OF TWQ INFLUENTIAL CHRISTIAN LEADERS.

[. THE DAY THE APOSTLE PAUL CALLED THE
APOSTLE PETER A HYPOCRITE - V. 11-15

AFTER THE JERUSALEM CONFERENCE, IT SEEMED THAT
JEWS AND GENTILES BELIEVED AND PRACTICED
ﬁ%%%hﬁ%%ﬁ THERE WERE NO DISTINCTIONS, NO

- P CES, NO DIFFERENCES IN THEIR POSITION
IN THE CHURCH, THEY WERE ONE IN CHRIST., AT
LEAST THAT'S WHAT SEEMED TO BE THE CASE, BUT

IN FACT, IT WAS NOT. |HE CHURCH AT ANTIOCH
WAS MADE UP MOSTLY OF GENTILE BELIEVERS.
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THEY WERE DELIGHTED WHEN PETER VISITED THE
CHURCH. THE LOVE EEAST OR AGAPE WAS PART OF
THE FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM: (ExpLAIN) ONE
OMMENTATOR HAS PICTURED THE_SCENF AS FOLLOWS:
/% LARGE TABLE OR SERIES OF TABLES WITH ALL
KINDS OF _FOQD PREPARED FOR A FELLOWSHIP MEETING
IN THE “EELLOWSHIP HALL.” THAT TS CERTAINLY
TYPICAL OF CHURCH MEETINGS! ON ONE TABLE
THERE ARE SEVERAL KINDS OF SOME BUT
THERE ARE Aqu_ggggﬂég%%s AND.HAM. PETER _HAD
NEVER_EATEN—EITHER-OFTHESE EVER. HE WATCHED
AS PAUL ATIE HEARTILY AND INVITED HIM TO TASTE
THEM ALSO, 1O HIS AMAZEMENT, PETER LOVED THE
TASTE AND HE ALSO ﬂBUG—JNﬂ_ﬂlIﬂ_%Q%%Q. AT
THEIR NEXT MEAL, JAMES AND SOME JEWISH BROTHERS
FROM JERUSALEM CAME TO THE LOVE FEAST AND
UNDER THEIR SCRUTINY AND PROTEST PETER REFUSED
TO EAT _AS HE HAD PREYIOUSLY, PETER BUCKLED
UNDER “PEER-PRESSURE” TO AVOID LOSS OF -ESTEEM,
POPULARITY, REPUTATION AND TO AVOID .CRITCLSM
BY THE BRETHREN BACK IN JERUSALEM. APPARENTLY
PETER HAD F N THE LESSON ofF AcTts 10 AnD
Acts 15. HE D OF WHAT OTHERS MIGHT
(AY ABOUT HIS FREEDOM AND CONDUCT AT ANTIOCH,
RELATE INCIDENT OF TWO /TH GRADE GIRLS IN
LORAINE, OHIO WHO PLOTTED TO KILL THEIR
TEACHER - KNIFE WAS FOUND, TWO HUNDRED DOLLAR
BETS MADE AND GIRLS HAD PLANNED TO CARRY OUT
THE SCHEME SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY WERE AFRAID,
NOT OF THE POLICE BUT OF THE PRESSURE OF THEIR
SCH 1) THE PETER IN THIS PASSAGE HAS
EN CALLED BY SOME THE FIRST POPE—=4FALLIBLE
IN THE EYES OF SOME - BUT HERE THERE IS_NO
ROCK-LIKE CHARACTER ABOUT HIM! IT wAs PauL
WHO RETAINED A-GLE&EJﬂHHLJHEQhQﬁ*E&EthAND
DID A DIFFICULT AND COURAGEOUS THING. TRE |
OPPOSED PETER TO HIS FACE., BY THE WAY, IT'S
EASY TO CONFRONT AND CONDEMN PEOPLE - TO THEIR
—_BACK, THERE WAS SOMETHING VERY DISARMING™ —




..3_

ABOUT HITTING AN ISSUE HEAD-ON. [HE WORD
BLAMED IS USED IN THE TEXT BECAUSE PETER

™  WAS WRONG. ALSO, OTHERS INCLUDING ABAS
HAD FOLLOWED PETER IN HIS DEFECTION. [HIS
PASSAGE SHOWS HOW SUBTLE AND INSIDIOUS THE
NATURE OF LEGALISM. EVEN A VETERAN CHURCH
LEADER COULD BE CARRIED AWAY IN ITS WAKE.
THERE ARE.un_1NEALLLBLE_QH%EQEE%EAQEEE. THEY
CAN AND DO_ MAKE MISTAKES, LEGALISM THEN AND
NOW WILL WRECK THE SPIRIT OF JOY AND LJBERTY
IN A CHURCH. AvoID IT AT ALL cosTs! k By

THE WAY, [ HAVE LIVED LONG ENOUGH TO_L{ BAC

MORE AUTHORIFALLVE.AND SRIRITUAL BUT HAVE
WATCHED THEM GO T@=—RIECES.ALONG WITH THEIR
LEADERS BECAUSE THEY WERE RUNNING ON THE WRONG
_TRACTK.' )

~ [I. THE EMPHASIS ON JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH
AND NOT BY WORKS - V. 16

|/ﬂHEN MARTIN LUTHER, AN AUGUSTINIAN MONK, WENT
To ROME HE CLIMBED THE SCALA SANCTI TO GALN
MERIT AS AN ACT OF CQNTRITION AND HUMIIL ITY.
AS HE MADE HIS WAY UP THOSE SACRED _STAIRS ON
HIS HANDS_AND KNEES, HE SAID IT WAS AS IF A
VOICE THUNDERED FRQM HEAVEN - "taa_¢j§§I§gﬂgL
LIVE BY EALTH!” (COMMENT REGARDING
\fSERLE_AND THE SHRINE OF GUADALUPE) QUESTION :
HAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE JUSTIFIED? [T IS
SOMETHING WE MAY KNOW - SO SAYS THE TEXT. IT
IS A PICTURE WORD AND THE PICTURE IS THAT OF A
COURTROOM WITH THE JUDGE AND THE CONDEMNED.,
JUSTIFICATION IS A BIBLICAL WORD TO DESCRIBE
- QUR RIGHT RELATIONSHIP BEFORE GOD AS JUDGE,
FOR EXAMPLE, IF THE JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH
SHOULD ASK YOU AND ME WHY WE DESERVE HEAVEN,
WHAT wOULD.¥QURANSWER§55§ MANY PEOPLE HAVE
A

VARIOUS ANSWERS SUCH ‘M NOT SUCH A BAD
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PERSON OR AT LEAST, I 'M NOT AS BAD AS MANY
OTHERS [ CAN NAME,” "I _WORK HARD, DO THE |
RIGHT THINGS, DON’'T .DRINK, -DO-DRUGS, DON'T
DO GOOD THINGS WITH MY MONEY. As A

MATTER OF FACT, OUNTS_TO
HOSPITALS, SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, HOWEVER, WHAT IF
GOD ASKED HOW MUCH YOU KEPT AFTER YOU GAVE?

IGHT SAY TO GOD THE JUDGE THAT WE DID THE

ULCD) - WAIT NOW - DO _YOU KNOW_ANYBODY
DONE_THE BEST HE-COULD? U E '

MIGHT EVEN PRESUME TO SAY "I NEVER LIED

UNTIL_Now! THE BIBLE TEACHES TH

REBEL AND RUINED IN HIS RELATIONSHIP BEFORE

GoD. GoD REQUIRES HIM TO BE RIGHTEOUS BEFORE

HE GOES TO HEAVEN. MAN SEEKS TO BECOME
RIGHTEOUS BY DOING SOMETHING FOR GOD. HE

CLAIMS TO KEEP THE OMMANDMENTS AND OBSERVE
THE..GOL.DEN_RULE. BUT ALL O ACCORDING

P TO MAN S STANDARD OF RIGHTEQUSNESS AND NOT
Gop’s! (CaMPARE OMANS 3:10, 19rF) THERE

ARE ONLY, TWQ_R THE _ WORLD -
(1) THE(DOS) AND TF EPHESIANS 2:8-9,
TiTus 3:5,"GALATIANS

[11. THE CRUCIFIED LIFE - V. 20

THE TERMS ERuclEtED AND LLEE SEEM TO BE
CONTRADICTORY. (RUCIFIED REFERS TO DEATH
SO HOW COULD ONEOBi BOTH CRUCIFIED AND ALLVE

SAME A PERSON CONDEMNED
\ BY THE LAW TO DEATH WAS STRAPPED INTO A CHAIR
IN A GAS_CHAMBER. AFTER THE HORRIBLE PROGESS
OF PREPARATION AND EXECUTION OF THE LEGAL

ERFORMED, THE DOORS OPENED,
THE PRISONER—EXAMINED, UNSIRAPP ROM TH

CHAIR, SUPPOSED TO BE DEAD BUT SUDDENL Y-QRENS

,§15_5¥539 STANDS_UP AND BEGINS—O0-SBEAK.
EVERAL PEOPLE MIGHT FAINI, BECAUSE THIS

—LS-NOT_SUPPOSED TO HAPPEN.~ .AND_NEVER.DOES.

N -
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PAaUL’S POINT IS THAT THE LAW HAS A CLAIM ON
THE BELIEVER UNTIL DEATH. [HE CLAIMS OF THE
LAW ARE FULFILLED AT DEATH. HOWEVER, THE
PENALTY OF THE LAW IS CANCELLED BY DEATH,

RESURRECTION AND LIFE. NOT
HI1S VERSE-

PEAKS OF LIFE = THE -LIF
<2 AND THE How DOES THE BELIEVER
LIVE HIS NEW IN CHRIST? BY RULES AND

REGULATIONS OR BY A LIVING PRINCIPLE OR PERSON
WITHIN THE BELIEVER. |HE SELF-LIFE OR SOME-
TIMES CALLED IN THE BIBLE THE OLD MAN, THE
OLD NATURE, OR THE FLESH EVERYTHING IT
TOUCHES - EVENTUALLY. [T DEMANDS ITS OWN
__WAY, ADVANCES ITS OWN INIERESTS ABOVE ALL ELSE
AND ALL OTHERS, IT PARADES ITS ATTAINMENTS AND
IS OBSESSED WITH ITS OWN IMPORTANCE. IT TAKES
ITS OWN PICTURE, DEVELOPS ITS OWN NEGATIVE,

~ DIAGNOSES ITS OWN ILLNESS AND COMES UP WITH NO

DISEASE, SELF IS NEVER WRONG BUT IS WILLING
TO0 LET CHRIST BE THE KING OF ITS LIFE AS LONG
AS IT CAN BE,%R%EE_MINJSIER - SO SAYS SANDERS.
[F GALATIANS Z2:20 HAS ANY MEANING FOR US

IT IS SAYING THAT DEATH TO THE SELE=LIEF MEANS
THE BEGINNING OF A E OF SPIRITUAL
BLESSING THROUGH CHRIST.%?IHE STORY IS TOLD

OF AN EASTERN_MONARCH WHO OCCUPIED A CERTAIN

CITY. [HE PEOPLE IN GREAT FEAR PROSTIRATED
THEMSELVES BEFORE THE KING HOLDING THEIR_IDQI S

IN THEIR HANDS. HE DECIDED TO-ERW&H THE IDOLS

IN THE PUBLIC_SQUARE FOR ALL TO SEE. WHEN HE
DID, THE GEMS. THAT HAD BEEN HIDDEN FREREEELL

ATl S—hEEF, S0 IT IS WITH THE lDQL_QE_EELF
g wAND LOSE THE WEALTH OQElEE IN LHRIST.

IS A HARD VERSE TO UNDERSTAND. [T
A OTHER THINGS, BUT IT IS_CERTAINLY
SPEAKING OF -CENTRAL AUTHORIFY. THE WORD DENY

IS IN THE AORIST TENSE AND SUGGESTS A CRISIS
OR POINT ACTION. IN ORDER TO KNOW THE

/\-"@rfa e HJO Scp:(.-,l- - ms{EB A DifaTon _—
| S,
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GALATIANS 3:1-14 e 3-9
A, 6
THE GALATIANS WERE BOTH_FICKLE AND FQOLISH
ABOUT SPIRITUAL TRUTH. THEY DID NOT "USE
THEIR HEADS"” BUT FOLLOWED THEIR EMOTIONS 7
ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY. IN THE BIBLE HEAD AND
HEART GO TOGETHER. |HE WORD BEWITCHED IS —

TRANSLATED ELASI,A_SEEL&_QMEEf IN THE
PHILLIPS TRANSLATION._ [T MEANS TO BE _EASCI-

NATED BY SOMETHING., ITHE GALATIANS WERE

FASCINATED BY FOOLISHNESS” NOT FIRM ON BIBLE
FACTS. (COMMENT REGARDING KENTUCKY NEIGHBOR
IN NORTHVILLE "UNDER HIS SPELL”) EVERY
PASTOR HAS SEEN GALATIAN GULLIBILITY IN THE
MINISTRY. THE STORIES ARE SIMILAR - A PERSON
MAKES A PROFESSION OF FAITH AT CHURCH. HE
BEGINS TO BLOSSOM BUT IN A FEW MONTHS OR EVEN
A YEAR LATER HE BEGINS LOOKING FOR SOMETHING
ELSE, SOMETHING EXCITING THAT CALLS UPON HIS
HIGHEST POTENTIAL, HIS VERY BEST TO DO
SOMETHING FOR GoD. WHEN ASKED ABOUT GRACE
HIS ANSWER “GRACE WHO?” GRACE ABANDONED.

How saD. THE IMMATURITY AND INEXPERIENCE OF
THE PERSON LED TO.ERROR. FAILURE TO GET INTO
THE WORD, PRAYER, WITNESSING MAKES EVERYONE
VULNERABLE AND _GULLIBLE TO ERROR. [HE
PROBLEM IS REFLECTED IN VERSE 1 IN THE PHRASE

OBEY THE TRUTH.” WE MUST KNOW THE TRUTH,

WE MUST KNEEL BEFORE IT! [N THIS PASSAGE,
THERE ARE THREE KEY IDEAS THE FOOLISH
GALATIANS HAD NOT CONSIDERED, LET ME SUGGEST

THREE QUESTIONS IO _QUELL THE §EEhEL
QuestioN No. 1: HAVING BEGUN IN THE SPIRIT,

ARE YE NOT MADE PERFECT (MATURE) BY THE
FLESH? VERSE 3

How DID THE GALATIANS GET ? BY HEARING

THE GosPEL AND BY THE HoLY SPIRIT'S REGENERA-
TING WORK, HOW WERE THE GALATIANS SANCTIFIED?
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THROUGH SELF-EFFORT OR THE SPIRIT'S ENERGY?

APPEALED TO THEIR PEE
COULD ANYONE KNOW “TH
LIFE AND THEN TURN BACK TO THE RULES AND
REGULATIONS OF THE LAW FOR GROWTH AND DEVELOP-
MENT?  THE ZELESH" CAN ONLY PRODUCE MORE
FLESH - THAT'S ALL! THE FLESH CANNOT SAVE,

IT CANNOT SANCTIFY. (BY FLESH WE ARE NOT
REFERRING TO THE BODY BUT TO THE OLD OR
ADAMIC,NATURE.) [F YOU WERE SAVED BY THE
SPIRIT'S MINISTRY, HOW CAN YOU GROW UP
SPIRITUALLY BY RELYING ON THE FLESH?

ANSwer: You cAN'T! WHAT musT [ DO TO

SAVED? ANSWER: BELIEVE ON THE LorD JE
CHrIisT. AcTs 16:31. WHAT MusT [ DO Touﬁij

SAVED? KEEP oN BELIEVING! (AcTs 2:472-

How ANYONE HAVING KNOWN THE FREEDOM OF NEW
LIFE AND LIBERTY IN THE SPIRIT COULD TURN TO
THE DEADNESS OF THE LAW WAS ABSOLUTELY
ASTOTISHING To PAUL - AND SHOULD BE TO US
ALSO!

QuesTioN No, 2: SALVATION, IS IT BY THE

WORKS OF THE LAW OR BY THE HEARING OF FAITH?

WAS ABRAHAM SAVED BY BELIVING GOD OR BY
WORKING FOR Gop? To UNDERSCORE THE FACT THAT
JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ALONE, PAUL SINGLED
ONE MAN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT TO DEFINE AND
ILLUSTRATE THE PRINCIPLE OF FAITH. ACCORDING
10 Romans 4 anD HeEBrews 11, ABRAHAM PLEASED
GoD BY FAITH ALONE. HE DID NOT PLEASE GOD BY
DOING THE WORKS OF THE LAW FOR THE LAW DID
NOT EXIST AT THAT TIME. HE PLEASED GOD BY
BELIEVING WHAT GOD SAID AND ACTING UPON THAT
PROMISE. IT WAS, IN FACT, GOOD NEWS TO
ABRAHAM. PAUL BROUGHT THE SAME KIND OF GOOD




ﬁm‘yf: Sa lvitiem 3,4 IRus] inrf,

MH 0_3_ @ 4’4 “FC)

NEWS TO THE GALATIANS, THAT IS,
JUSTIFIED THROUGH FAITH IN CHRIST,
WORDS, BELIEVING GoD’S WORD. ACCORDING TO
VERSE 7/, A VITAL RELATIONSHIP TQ ABRAHAM
DEPENDED UPON EMBRACING ABRAHAM'S FANTH, NOT
BY BEING A PHYSICAL, BLOOD DESCENDENT\OF HIS
RACE! STRANGELY ENOUGH, ABRAHAM WAS A\GENTILE
WHEN HE BELIEVED Gobp. (CoMPARE Romans H:20-2
EPHEs;ANs 2:8-9, TiTus 3:5, HEBREWS . Akl
9, "I ] HAD TO DO AS MUCH AS LIFT MY L ITTLE
EINGER TO SAVE MY SOUL, | COULD STRUT UP
GOLDEN STREET SAYING: "GLORY BE TO THE [ORD
 FOR OUR COMBINED EFFORTS | AM
iwi KHa A."lRONSIDE) THE SONG WRITER

MIGHT HAVE SAID, "JESUS PAID MOST OF IT
SOMETHING OR==EmMEGNE TO HIM | OWE, :CS:%ED
QuesTtIioN No, 3: WHICH DO YOU CHOOSE

CURSE OF THE LAW OR THE CHRIST OF REDEMPTION?
VERSE 13

INNERS ARE
IN OTHER

WHAT DOES "CURSE OF THE LAW” MEAN? WasSN'T
THE LAW G0OD? WHAT COULD BE CALLED CURSED
ABOUT THE TEN COMMANDMENTS? AFTER ALL, THEY
WERE THE HIGHEST MORAL, ETHICAL STANDARDS_EVER
GIVEN TO MANKIND. WHAT'S WRONG WITH THAT?
WHEN GoDp GAVE ISRAEL THE LAW IN ALL OF ITS
ASPECTS AND DIMENSIONS, IT WAS A BLESSING TO
ALL WHO KEPT THE LAW IN ITS—ENTIRETY. HOWEVER
DOING ONE'S_BEST AND KEEP LNG=ONEY=RAR] OF THE
LAW WAS NOT GOOD ENOUGH., &(JA :
TEN COMMANDMENTS, SOMEONE HAS™S? s
SOMEWHAT LIKE A 10-LINK CHAIN/- BREAK ONE LINK
AND THE CHAIN IS BROKEN. [HE PERSON WHO BROKE
ONE SINGLE LAW CAME UNDER ITS FULLY CONDEMNA-
TION. I[N OTHER WORDS, IHE PERSON WHO CHOSE
TO LIVE BY THE LAW OR CHQQSES TO LIVE BY THE
LAW MUST DO SO FULLY. A ™
HOWEVER, “WAS=KEEP 1T ALL OR ‘
COME UNDER ITS CURSE OR PENALTY! (DEUI*_ZZ*ZG

D.
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UNDER SUCH IMPOSSIBLE CIRCUMSTANCES, WHAT
IS A PERSON TO DO? THIS TEXT REMINDS US OF
o A SIMPLE TRUTH THAT THE LAW BROUGHT A_CURSE
TO MAN BUT CHRIST BROUGHT THE CURE. THERE
WAS ONE WHO NEVER VIOLATED GOD'S LAW, EVER,
WHO BORE THE FULL PENALTY OF THAT BROKEN LAW
BY HIS DEATH AT CALVARY. SINCE JEsus CHRIST
HAS REDEEMED US FROM THE CURSE OF THE LAW,
THEN WHY DO PEOPLE DISHONOR HIS WORK BY
PUTTING THEMSELVES BACK UNDER THE CURSE OF
THE LAW WHICH HE DIED TO DELIVER THEM FROM?
THE WORD_REBEEM IN THE TEXT IS USED TO
DESCRIBE THE MARKET PLACE AND OFTEN THE SALE
OR PURCHASE OF SLAVES. CHRIST PURCHASED US
FROM THE CURSE OF THE LAW. WE WHO ARE UNDER
THE LAW'S CURSE HAVE RECEIVED THE BENEFITS
ofF CHRIST'S WORK ON THE CROSS. HE, IN FACT,
DIED ACCURSED HANGING ON THE CROSS FOR THE
PENALTY OF THE LAW HAD BEEN BROKEN,

P JHE
P ROKEN LAW FELL ON HIM_INSTEAD
_0OF US. [IHE IDEA H ONE PAYING

THE PENALTY OF A BROKEN LAW FOR SOMEONE ELSE.
PAUL WAS UTTERLY ASTONISHED THAT THE GALATIANS
WOULD LISTEN TO FALSE TEACHERS, PROCLAIMING
THE WAY OF THE LAW AS A BETTER WAY THAN THE

BLESSINGS OF GRACE, LEGALISM. THEN AND NOW
APREALS—TO THE FLESH, ~TT SARISELES-THE SENSES

NOT THE SRIRIT. [T APPEALS TO SIGHT, TOUCH,
SMELL., IT BELIEVES IT CAN DO SOMETHING TO
GAIN ACCEPTANCE WITH Gob. HoOweVER, THE BIBLE
MAKES IT VERY CLEAR THAT WE CANNOT DELIVER
OURSELVES FROM OUR SINS BUT CHRIST CAN.
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THE ULTIMATE CONTRACT
GALATIANS 3:15-29

A CONTACT IS_AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN TWO OR MORE
PARTIES_TO DO OR-MOT _TO DO SOMETHING. UNDER-
STANDABLY, THIS IS A VERY SIMPLE DEFINITION
AND IT MAY BE AN OVERSIMPLIFICATION. SIMILAR
To WiLLIAM JAMES WHO SAID THAT SOME COULD
LIKEN THE MOST BEAUTIFUL VIOLIN MUSIC IN THE
WORLD AS HORSES HAIR SCRAPING AGAINST CATS
BOWELS! IN THE BIBLE, CONTRACTS ARE CALLED
COVENANTS OR TESTAMENTS. IHERE ARE JWO.KINDS:
(1) conDITIONAL; (2) UNCONDITIONAL. [HE

OF THE COVENANTS RANGE FROM A _RAINBOW,

J CISION. <-HE-METHQD OR MANNER

OF ESTABLISHING THE COVENANTS RANGE_FROM
SACRIFICE, SALT, SHOE. (EXPLAIN) THERE_ARE
SOME EIGHT OR SO MAJOR COVENANTS IN THE BIBLE
THE LAST IS CALLED THE New CoveNANT. (HEB. 8:8
WE _MAKE AND BREAK CONTRACTS REGULARLY.
MARRIAGE, ADOPTION, MORTGAGES, EMPLOYMENT
AGREEMENTS, LOANS, WILLS OR EVEN A HANDSHAKE
IS A FORM OF CONTRACT, (FrO EXAMPLE, THIS WEEK
THE MAN WHO INVENTED "THE CLUB” WON A LAWSUIT
IN THE AMOUNT OF TEN MILLION DOLLARS ON THE
STRENGTH OF A HANDSHAKE AGREEMENT.) MANY
CONTRACTS ARE VERY COMPLEX, COMPLICATED
INVOLVING BATTERIES OF EXPERTS TO ESIABLISH
AND _EXPLAIN SUCH AGREEMENTS. GOD MAKES
CONTRACTS. IHEY ARE CALLED COVENANTS. PAuL
WAS A RABBI AND AN EXPERT IN OLD TESTAMENT
COVENANTS. IN THIS PASSAGE HE DEALS WITH THE
SUBJECT AS FOLLOWS:

[. G0D'S PROMISES TO ABRAHAM AND THE LAW HE
GAVE TO MOSES ARE NOT TWO DIFFERENT WAYS
OF SALVATION - V. 15-18

s

o
PAUL OPENS HIS ARGUMENT IN THIS PORTION OF
SCRIPTURE WITH A PRACTICAL I LLUSTRATION OR
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o Nuffie,

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE WORLDWIDE THAT ONCE A
CONTRACT HAS BEEN PROPERLY DRAWN UP. AND
SIGNED, BOTH PARTIES ARE LEGALLY BOUND TO
HONOR IT. A THIRD PARTY CANNOT MODIFY THE
AGREEMENT BY ADDING CLAUSES OR PARIS AFTER

IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN AND SIGNED. R EXAMPLE,
TWO PARTIES AGREE CONCERNING THE SALE OF
PROPERIY. IHE AGREEMENT IS APPROVED BY BOTH
SIDES AND IS SIGNED., [HEN A THIRD PARTY,
PERHAPS A RELATIVE, SHOWS UP AT THE CLOSING
INSISTING THAT CERTAIN CHANGES, BE MADE.

HE HAS NO LEGAL RIGHT TO_CHANGE THE DOCUMENT.
THE ONLY ONES WHO MAY CHANGE THE DOCUMENT ARE
THOSE WHO MADE THE ORIGINAL_CONTRACT. PAUL
REMINDS HIS READERS THAT (GOD MADE PROMISES

To ABRAHAM WHICH GOD INTENDED TO KEEP FULLY.
SOME OF THESE WERE MADE WHILE ABRAHAM WAS
ASLEEP! THE OUTCOME OF THE AGREEMENT OR
COVENANT RESTS UPON GoD, NOT ABRAHAM. THE
PROMISE CENTERED AROUND THE FIRST MESSIANIC
PROPHECY IN SCRIPTURE - : CHRIST
WAS THE FULFILLMENT OF THE "SEED" P

THE CONTRACT IS VALID ONLY IN HIM. @g;g?
WHAT MOSES RECEIVED FROM GOD SEVERAL RED
YEARS AFTER GOD MADE PROMISES TO ABRAHAM DID
NOT, COULD NOT NULLIFY WHAT GOD PROMISED TO
ABRAHAM. THE LAW DID NOT CANCEL THE ORIGINAL

HUMAN PARALLEL IN CONTRACT MAKINGLE IT 15

AGREEMENT OR CONTRACT. S
NOT A _NEW OR ANOTHER WAY OF SALYATION EN

ARE SAVED THE SAME WAY WHETHER IN THE OLD OR
NEw TESTAMENT! THERE ARE NOT.MANY.WAYS TO
HEAVEN. THOSE WHO SAY YOU GO YOUR WAY AND ['LL
GO MINE, LET'S WALK ALONG TOGETHER SOUND VERY
TOLERANT, BROAD-MINDED, BUT THEY ARE WRONG!

THE WAY TO HEAVEN IS ggn S_WAY AND NO OTHER
way! (AcTs 4:12)
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[I, IF THE LAW DID NOT SAVE ANYONE, WHY WAS IT
GIVEN? - V. 19-22

(A) IT WAS TEMPORARY , NOT PERMANENT. IT WAS
FOR JEWS PRIMARILY NOT GENTILES - VERSESs 19-20,
THE WORD “UNTIL” MEANS BETWEEN THE TIME OF
Moses AND CHRIsT. (Joun 1:1/, Romans 2:14,

AcTs 15:24) THERE IS A SENSE IN WHICH THE
MORAL LAW WAS WRITTEN IN THE HEARTS OF GENTILES
BUT THE CEREMONIAL LAW WAS NEVER THEIRS TO
KEEP,

(B) IT WAS GIVEN TO SHUT MAN'S MOUTH. _THE
LAW REVEALED SIN, BUT DID NOT REMOVE IT!

JUST AS A MIRROR REVEALS A SPOT OR A SMUDGE
ON A PERSON’S FACE BUT THE MIRROR DOES NOT
CLEANSE THE SPOT! THE LAW SIMPLY POINTED OUT
THE UGLINESS OR DIRTINESS OR SIN. MEN LIKE
TO.BRAG, OF THEIR MORALITY WHETHER IT IS REAL
OR NON-EXISTENT. MoST WILL SAY: "M _DOING

THE REST | cgu,” As A MATTER OF FACT, IN
=Y DOM DO THE BEST THEY CAN.
FOR EXAMPLE, TWO MEN WAL
ALONG THE SIDEWALK IN FRONT_OF A THEATER.
THE PRI%E OF ADMISSION IS F 0ONE MAN

NEITHER FOR NEITHER HAD THE
SSION. AS A MATTER OF FACT, EVEN

WHEN THEIR RESOURCES WERE POOLED, THEY CAME UP

sHorT! Or PICTURE.IHREE_MEEUSTANDING ON

TOP OF A 25=STORY BUILDING. ONE MAN DECLARES

THAT THE-LAW_QF GRAVITY IS A SILLY LAW. HE

SAID THAT IF HE JUMPS FROM THE BUILDING HE

WILL BISPROVE THAT LAW. HE JUMPS AND DOES

THE OPPOSITE, HE PROVES THAT THE_LAW OF

GRAVITY IS STILL _WORKING. [HE SECOND MAN
WALKS .TEN_STORLES DOWN, JUMPS FROM THE

STORY DECLARING THAT HE HAS_A BETTER CHANCE OF
..SURVIVAL BECAUSE HE IS TEN STORIES NEARER
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THE GROUND. SORRY, HE DIDN'T MAKE IT. THE
THIRD MAN HAS SEEN.ENOUGH, WALKS TO THE
~~ ELEVATOR, OPENS THE DOO*2_STEPS INTO THE

ELEVATOR ONLY TO DISCOVER THAT IT HAS BEEN

REMOVED AND HE FALLS DOWN THE EMEIX.EL@MAIQB
AT FIRST STEP WAS A LONG ONE!
WHICH OF THESE THREE MEN WHO DIED

UNDER DIFFERENT_CIRCUMSTANCES IS TH

.%E:Eﬂ§=£§gﬁﬁ? THE ANSWER IS VERY OBVIOUS.

“THE-ARE_ALL_DEAD. _PHELAW COULD ONLY SHOW
HOW DEAD MEN ARE. D NOT GIVE LIFE,

THE LAW COULD HOLD UP HIGH STANDARDS OF ETHICS

AND MORALITY BUT IT COULD NOT SAVE ANYONE.,

THE LAW SAVED ISRAEL FROM THE MORAL ERRORS

AND SINS OF ITS NEIGHBORS, THAT IS, IT COULD

SAVE PEOPLE FROM ALL KINDS OF WICKEDNESS IF

THEY OBSERVED ITS TEACHINGS BUT IT COULD NOT

CLEANSE FROM SIN! [T couLD TELL A PERSON

WHAT HE OUGHT TO DO BUT IT COULD NOT EMPOWER
™ HIM TO DO IT!

(C) IT WAS A SCHOOLMASTER NOT A SAVIOR -
VERSE 720 - [HE WORD SCHOOLMASTER IN THE TEXT
DOES NOT MEAN SCHOOL TEACHER. IT 1S COMPOUND
GREEK WORD - CHIt = PAIDA AND "“LEADER" -
AGO., WE GET THE ENGLISH WORD PEDAGOGY OR
PEDIATRICS FROM THIS TERM. IN ROME AND GREECE,
AT AN EARLY AGE THE CARE OF A CHILD WAS TURNED
OVER TO A TRUSTED SLAVE, NURSE OR SOMEONE WE
WOULD CALL A NANNY. A KIND OF FULL-TIME "BABY-
SITTER” WHOSE DUTY HAD TO DO WITH A_CHILD'S
PHYSICAL WELFARE AND MORAL BEING. [0 BE SURE,
IT INVOLVED SOME SCHOOLING., |HE PRIMARY
RESPONSIBILITY FOR SCHOOLING WAS IN THE HANDS
OF THE SCHOOLTEACHER AND THIS PARTICULAR

- PERSON HAD THE RESPONSIBILITY OF LEADING THE
CHILD BACK AND FORTH TO SCHOoOL. HE WAS
PRIMARILY A PROTECTOR KEEPING THE CHILD FROM
UNSAFE AND UNFIT THINGS IN LIFE. HIS JOB WAS
TO CLEAN, CLOTHE AND CARE FOR THE CHILD.
HE TOOK THE CHILD TO SCHOOL AND BROUGHT HIM
HOME BUT THE EDUCATION PROCESS IN A FORMAL
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WAY BELONGED TO ANOTHER PARTY. THIS SLAVE'S
RESPONSIBILITY CONTINUED UNTIL THE CHILD HAD
GROWN UP TO BECOME A MATURE P EN_HE
NO LONGER NEEDED A GUARDIAN, THE
LAW COULD MAKE MEN OF THEIR CONDITION
BUT IT COULD NOT THE CONDITION,

ONCE AGAIN, PAUL 1S RESTATING A FACT HE HAS
ALREADY ESTABLISHED ABOUT THE LAW.

IT1T. A SIMPLE STATEMENT ABOUT SONSHIP AND
SALVATION - V. 26

THIS VERSE IS SO SIMPLE AND SUCCINCT, IT SHOULD

B AND MEDIIATED UPON. [HE WORD
IN THE TEXT REFERS TO JEWS AND GENTILES
ALTKE E SUBJECT IS THAT OF LPARENTAGE. [HE

WoRD CARE Is PRESENT TENSE, NOT FUTURE.

. How DO PEOPLE BECOME PARENTS?
SUALLY BY BIRTH! GOD'S CHILDREN ARE NO
DIFFERENT. WE_BECOME HIS SONS BY SPIRITUAL
BIRTH. (JoHun 3:/, James 1:18, TiTus 3:5,
RomAaNs 8:14-17, REVELATION 21:7) THE WORD
SONS IN THE TEXT IS A REFERENCE TO FULL-GROWN,
FREE SONS, NOT INFANTS NEEDING CARE. WHEN A
ROMAN CHILD CAME OF AGE, HE TOOK OFF HIS
CHILDHOOD GARB OR CLOTHING AND PUT ON THE
DRESS OF AN ADULT. MATURE ADULTS DID NOT
DRESS LIKE IMMATURE CHILDREN. IN EVERYDAY
LANGUAGE, DIAPERS ZDD KIDS' CLOTHES GAVE WAY

TO ADULT APPAREL. ELATE TO—kKNICKERS"
ﬁﬂnvLﬂNG_EANIS.l;% W DO WE BECOME SONS OF

oD? BY FAITH. ~THIS IS A SIMPLE, SPECIFIC
STATEMENT IT IS NOT COMPLICATED OR CONFUSING.
(JOHN 1:12)  WE DO NOT USUALLY THINK OF
SALVATION IN_GQNIRAGngéb_§E§$,, BUT IF WE DID,
THERE IS NO WAY IT COUL GNORED OR
REFUSED., FOR EXAMPLE, THERE ARE «NO—RAYMENIS,
IT 1S_FREE. 100%Z GUARANTEED. [T HAS_.EIERNAL

BENEFITS. _IT HAS PRESENT AND FUTURE SAIﬁ§'
OF

FACTION. [T CARRIES THE FULL_WEIGHT 0D's
BROMISE-AND-RESOURCES. WHAT ELSE COULD A

PERSON ASK FOR AND WHAT ELSE COULD HE WANT?

A
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“ALLEGORY TERRITORY”
GALATIANS 4:1-31

CAR RENTERS DRIVE IN “ALAMO TERRITORY.” SMOKERS
HAVE HACKED AND COUGHED THEIR WAY THROUGH
MARLBORO COUNTRY BUT Y IS NEW
TURF TOo MANY! THIS CHAPTER IS A »
FOR SOME BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO IDEA_WHAT PAUL HAD
IN MIND WHEN THEY GLANCED AT IT. THE CHAPTER
CONCLUDES WITH AN ALLEGORY, THAT IS, A STORY
WITH HIDDEN, DEEPER MEANING THAN APPEARS ON THE
SURFACE. FOR EXAMPLE, PILGRIMS PROGRESS IS AN
ALLEGORY. WHEN PILGRIM WENT THROUGH THE SLOUGH
OF DESPOND OR BY-PASS MEADOW SOMETHING DEEPER
WAS MEANT. ITHERE WAS A VEILED PRESENTATION OR
~~ A SYMBOLIC HIDDEN MEANING BENEATH THE SURFACE
OF THE STORY. HowEng, BEFORE WE ARRIVE AT
ALLEGORY TERRITORY,” LET US EXAMINE THE VERSES
LEADING UP TO THAT PART OF THE CHAPTER.

[, THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SONS AND SERVANTS -
VErses 1-11

PAUL CONTINUES TO DEAL WITH THE SUBJECT OF
LEGALLSM. HE CHARACTERIZED LEGALISM AS

wamﬁ.ux( THIS IS DONE BY CONTRAST-
® ING SONS AND SLAVES.LCLHE.LAN AVES
OF THE OP

ﬁéﬂ%Egﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ SONS! ElHE POINT G
IS THAT U SS AND UNTIL A SON REACHES

MATURITY, HE IS NO BETTER OFF THAN A SLAVE SO
THE OBJECT OF A SON IS TO GROW UP! AN IMMATURE

™  SON WILL BE CONTROLLED BY GUARDIA
MANAGERS UNTIL HE COMES OF AGE. IS,
A FATHER DIES AND LEAVES HIS ES

ALL SON WHO HAS NOT REACHED MATURITY THAT

SON IS NOT M TER_OFF _THAN A SLAVE UNTIL
~LHE_SON._GROW IS

: =OWNER=O Pl EENTLRE _ESTATE
‘\\_ W
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@ UNTIL THAT TIME, THE SON CONTINUES TO BE

MANAGED B S AND GUIDED BY GUARDIANS.
THE WORD IN VERSE 5 1S A KEY TO
UNDERSTANDING THE PASSAGE. THE WORD LITERALLY

MEANS IT HAS TO DO WITH A SON'S
QSLILQN OR PRIMLLEGES IN THE FAMILY

OF OD...REEENERAIJQN IS THE WAY WE ENTER THE

FAMILY OF on, HAS TO DO WITH ENJOYING

WHAT WE HAVE THERE. DOPTION IS THE STANDING
OF ADULTS, TO BE TREATED AS ADULT SONS IN THE
FAMILY OF GoD. LET ME REPEAT, THE BELIEVING
SINNER DID NOT GET INTO THE FAMILY OF GobD
THROUGH ADOPTION BUT RATHER BY REGENERATION,
BUT ADOPTION HAS TO DO WITH HIS PLACE. AS.AN
ADULL.IN THE FAMILY OF GoD. THE SON'S STANDING
“BEFORE (GOD IS THAT OF MATURITY. HE IS NOT
TREATED OR CONSIDERED AS A LITTLE CHILD BUT
RATHER AS AN ADULT SON WITH ALL THE PRIVILEGES
OF SONSHIP._.ADOPLIQN IN THE POPULAR SENSE
REFERS TO TAKING A CHILD WHQ_LS NQL ONES .QuN
AND BRINGING HIM INTO THE FAMILY WITH ALL
RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES PERTAINING TO ADOPTION,
IN THE BIBLE HOWEVER,

D . SIMPLY

STATED ADOPTION DOES NOT MAKE ONE A CHILD OF
GoD. 1T HAS TO DO WITH HIS LEGAL POSITION AS A
SON. ONE OF THE EVIDENCES OF SONSHIP IS THE
TERM ABBA., [T IS A TERM OF INTIMACY AND
ENDEARMENT. BECAUSE BELIEVERS ARE IN A RIGHT
RELATIONSHIP TO GOD, HE HAS THE RIGHT AND
PRIVILEGE TO COME INTO THE PRESENCE OF (QB
™ ON THE BASIS OF INTIMATE TERMS. PauL's

IS THAT SINCE WE ARE SONS, WH D
TO THE C HAD UNDER T
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THE CONTRAST IS THE FETTERS OF CHILDHOOD AND
@» THE FREEDOM OF MANHOOD. [HERE IS A VAST
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SONS AND SLAVES!

II. THE DISTRESS OF BEING CONSIDERED AN ANGEL
AND AN ENEMY BY THE SAME CHURCH - 4:11-18

A SELDOM MAKES A GOOD FIRST
IMPRESSION. HOWEVER, THAT DID NOT MATTER TO THE
GALATIANS WHEN THEY FIRST SAW PAuL. EVEN THOUGH
HE WAS ILL THEY TREATED HIM ROYALLY. HE couLD
DO NO WRONG IN THEIR EYES, AS A MATTER OF FACT,
PAUL SAYS THEY WOULD HAVE PLUCKED QUT THEIR-EXES
FOR HIM BUT_LATER THEY WERE T

THEY TREATED HIM AT FIRST AS AN ANGEL
OR MESSENGER OF (GOD THEN THINGS MMGED. HAVE
. YOU NOTICED IN SCRIPTURE, THAT ILL EITHER
' PEOPLE OR JMRN THEM AWAY. —MOST CHURCHES
WOULD SAY THEY ARE INTERESTED IN TRUTH. HOWEVER
THIS MEANS THEY ARE INTERESTED IN THINGS THAT
ARE COMPLIMENTARY AND COMFORTABLE, PLATITUDES
THAT FLATTER AND ARE FASHIONA OWEVER, TRUTH
EN " Iy SOMETIMES EFORE IT
é:;éﬁmn suoﬁ WON'T IAKE IHE LOOK AT THE
(2;) M ANGEL. PAUL IN HIS FIRST CONTACT WITH THE
GALATIAN CHURCH WAS REVERED, RESPECTED, THE
CHURCH WAS RECEPTIVE TO WHAT HE HAD TO SAY.

R EHES =W P H=LANGE ATl UDES, ARF~EASY. 10

PASTOR== [HEY HANG ON EVERY WORD, THEY LOOK TO
AND ACCEPT SHIP WITH JQY NOT
CRITICLSM. HOWEVER ALL OF THAT CHANGED AT
GALATIA. THERE WAS NO REASON FOR THEELCKLE
AND_EQOLISH GALATIANS TO ABANDON WHAT THEY D

#»  BEEN TAUGHT OTHER THAN THEY WERE MdLS=LED BY

JUDIASERS UNTIL THEY ACTUALL%.MALlﬁﬂEBETHE VERY
PERSON WHOSE LEADERSHIP THEY ONCE V D!
HOWEVER, ANYONE WHO HAS BEEN IN A PLACE OF
SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP KNOWS THAT THE VERY PEOPLE

\ w
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) ONE LEADS TO CHRIST MAY CONSIDER THEIR SPIRITUAL
~ - MENTOR AN ENEMY. PAUL WAS ONCE THEIR SPIRITUAL
AND NOW THEY CONSIDERED HIM A SPIRITUAL
| OTHERS HAD CHANGED THEIR MIND ABOUT
AUL., PERHAPS THEY HAD SUBSTITUTED PSYCHOLOGY
FOR THEOLOGY! THEY HAD ACCEPTED FALSEHOOD FOR
FACTS. (LIES ARE PRESENTED FOR PERSONAL GAIN
AND ADVANTAGE. PAUL SOUGHT NONE OF THESE FROM
HIS CONVERTS. AS A MATTER OF FACT HE ACCEPTED
VERY LITTLE FROM THEM AND GAVE A GREAT DEAL.)
I

EVERY PASTORANOWS THAT WERE ONCE PEOP HO

WOULD SWEAR! IM_ BUT NOW THEY

I11. THE DIFFICULTY OF INTERPRETING THE
ALLEGORY ABOUT ABRAHAM’S TWO SONS
Verses 19-31

PAUL REACHES BACK INTO THE OLD TESTAMENT

TO PICK UP AN OLD STORY WITH A NEW MEANING.

WHAT SEEMS TO BE A VERY COMPLEX IDEA IS REALLY

SIMPLE. ABRAHAM AND SARAH WERE ADVANCED IN

YEARS AND HAD NO SON. OSARAH DEVISED A PLAN

WHEREBY ABRAHAM COULD MARRY A SECOND WIFE -

HAGGAR A SLAVE GIRL AND SHE WOULD BEAR HIM A

SON - ISHMAEL. HOWEVER IN THE COURSE OF TIME,

ACCORDING TO GOD’'S PROMISE SOME THIRTEEN YEARS

LATER SARAH BORE ABRAHAM A SON - [SAAC.

[SHMAEL WAS BORN UNDER ORDINARY, NORMAL, AVENUES

OF THE FLESH. ISAAC’'S BIRTH WAS A MIRACLE OF

Gob’s GRACE AND ABRAHAM'S FAITH. HAGGAR WAS A

SLAVE, SARAH A FREE WOMAN._ [HE ARRIVAL OF ISAAC

MADE A RIVAL OF ISHMAEL! THE TWO WIVES AND TWO
. SONs_QQquTH%£_%%ﬁE§é§J IN ABRAHAM'S TENT.

PAuL TOO STORY AND GAVE IT A

DEEPER MEANING el AGGAR — REPRESENTS THE ’
:..S.mu REPRESENTS GRACE. lSAAG REPRESENTS THE

Q&L&LT AND [SHMAEL REPRESENTS THE_FLESH.

K7
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HAGGAR A SERVANT GIRL NOT GOD’'S APPOINTED PERSON
WAS CAST OUT AND NEVER MARRIED AGAIN AFTER
[SHMAEL'S BIRTH. SARAH BY CONTRAST WAS A FREE
WOMAN, GOD’S APPOINTED VESSEL THROUGH WHOM THE
CHILD oF PROMISE OR FAITH wOULD BE BORN.

NoTE: SARAH SYMBOLIZED THE DOCTRINE OF GRACE
EVEN THOUGH SHE WAS NOT ALWAYS GRACIOUS IN HER
: OR - EXPLAIN. SHE WAS JEALOUS OF HAGGAR!
PPoINT PAUL'S CONCLUSION IS THAT THE_JUDIASERS
WPED TO TAKE THE GALATIANS BACK TO ISRAEL'S
INFANCY THE TIME OF HAGGAR AND [SHMAEL REPRESENT-
ING THE LAW AND THE FLESH BUT IN REALITY THESE
COULD NOT CO-EXIST AND CANNOT CO-EXIST TODAY.
THE CHURCH IS FACED WITH SIMILAR SITUATIONS,
LEGALISTS WHO ARE FLESHLY LIKE HAGGAR AND
ISHMAEL LOVE WHAT THE FLESH CAN DO AND SOMETIMES
THAT'S A GREAT DEAL,

MEN ARE DELIGHTED WHEN THEY CAN DO THE THINGS OF
GOD BUT HAVE FAILED TQ MISS THE MEANING OF
GRACE. WE, LIKE THE GALATIANS, MAKE SIMILAR
MISTAKES., IS ONE OF THE CHURCH'S

MAJOR PROBLEMS., IS NOT WRONG FOR
WANTING HIGH STANDARDS OF CONDUCT — IT IS WRONG

LEQ&LIﬁM CONDEMNS AND Kunﬁ
R ST RSON

THE [ DS,
WHAT Y OR THEY
ARE "WORLDLY. h IHEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND THAT A
PERSON MAY BE BOTH WQRLDLY AND UNSRLRIIUAL AND

THEY S CANNO 0,
wHE,FL_SH SPEAKS OUT AND SNUGGLES UP TO LEGALISM.

WIER HAS MADE AN INTERESTING OBSERVATION:
IN THE CLOSING CHAPTERS OF THIS LETTER, PAUL

™  WILL POINT OUT THE GREAT TRAGEDY OF LEGALISM:
IT GIVES OPPORTUNITY FOR THE FLESH TO WORK. [HE
OLD NATURE CANNOT BE CONTROLLED BY LAW; EVENTU-
ALLY IT HAS TO BREAK OUT - AND WHEN IT DOES,
WATCH ouT! THIS EXPLAINS WHY LEGALISTIC

N




[

-6 -

RELIGIOUS GROUPS OFTEN HAVE FIGHIS AND DIVISION,
AND OFTEN ARE PLAGUED WITH THE DEFILING SINS

OF THE FLESHs WHILE EVERY CHURCH HAS ITS SHARE
OF THESE PROBLEMS, IT IS ESPECIALLY PROMINENT

IN THOSE GROUPS WHERE THERE IS AN ATMOSPHERE OF
LEGALISM« THANK GOD, THE CHRISTIAN IS-SETwFREE
FROM THE CURSE OF THE LAW AND THE CONTROLguL

AW. 411 WHAT IS THE SECRET?

GRACE IS A HARD TRUTH TO GRASP. ON WEDNESDAY
EVENING, ONE OF OUR LADIES WHO IS IN BUSINESS
WITH HER HUSBAND SPOKE TO MRS. SPRADLING AND ME

ABOUT A SHE RECEIVED IN WHICH THE
PERSON STATED: UCH DO YO OR
YOUR_FREE_EXAMINATION ABOUT THAT. IF

AN EXAMINATION IS RR@E - HOW CAN THERE BE A

IF THERE IS A - THEN THE
EXAMINAITON JLSMoT EREE . ACE THAT
wAx_;.4;-+s_EaEE.BuI_IﬂEx.ﬂANI.IQ_gQEEg%ETSMEEb
FOmE RNl UCH IS THE CONDUCT O .

: Vo bran pd Gz
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™ “FALLEN FROM GRACE”
GALATIANS 5:1-15

THERE ARE TWO PHRASES ABOUT GRACE OFTEN
MISUNDERSTOOD,

(1) "ONCE IN GRACE ALWAYS IN GRACE" IS THE IDEA
THAT ONCE A PERSON IS SAVED IT DOESN T
MATTER WHAT HE DOES. HE IS SAVED NO MATTER
WHAT .

(2) "FALLEN FROM GRACE" - SOME THINK THIS
PHRASE TEACHES THAT A PERSON MAY LOSE HIS
SALVATION, THAT IS FALL FROM A SAVED

T STATE.,

NEITHER OF THESE IDEAS IS SCRIPTURAL. (EXPLAIN)

THE PHRASE "“FALLEN FROM GRACE” 1S RELATED TO THE
KEY IDEA IN GALATIANS, THAT 1S, THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN LAW AND GRACE - THEY SIMPLY DO NOT.MIX/
A PERSON WHO TURNS BACK TO THE LAW FOR
SALVATION FALLS FROM GRACE, THAT IS, LAW AND
GRACE CANNOT COEXISI, [IHE WAY OF SALVATION IS
NOT A MIXTURE OF LAW AND GRACE, JI.IS _BY GRACE
_OR_NOTHING! PEOPLE WHO LEAVE THE REALM OR
—SRHERE OF GRACE AS THE BASIS OF SALVATION ARE
SUBSTITUTING T ST AS

OR_MEANS _OF S ZEY THE WAY, CONCERNING
DO NOT FALL ERQM.GRACE WHEN WE_SIN, WE
e ALL INTO GRACE WHEN WE SIN!) (I JoHn 1:9)

LET US EXAMINE THIS CHAPTER AND ITS KEY IDEAS
BEARING ON THE SUBJECT OF GRACE.
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[. CHRISTIAN: STAND FIRM AND BE FREE -
VERSES 1-6

| IBERTY IS THE THEME OF GALATIANS. STRONG
FOOTING OR UNDERPINNING FIRMLY ESTABLISHED IN
GRACE IS NECESSARY IN ORDER TO BE FREE. [HE
BELIEVER IS ENCOURAGED TO STAND UP, STAND BY,
STAND STILL AND HEAR STAND FIRM IN THE DOCTRINE
OF GRACE. THE WORD STAND REFERS TO A SETTLED
STATE OR FRAME OF MIND. THE CHRISTIAN IS
ENCOURAGED NOT,TO WAVER OR BE SWALLOWED UP IN
ERROR - DON'T “FALL” FOR LEGALISM, DON'T GIVE IN
TO THE PRESSURE TO SET EXTERNAL MAN MADE RULES
INSTEAD OF FOLLOWING THE INTERNAL RULER - NAMELY
THE HoLY SPIRIT AS GUIDE TO SPIRITUALITY. IN

OTHER WORDS, THE RULE OF_LAW IS NOT THE RULE OF
J-Uﬂéﬂgﬂé-lﬂE_BELiEMfR- HE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE
FREEDOM ONE HAS IN UHRIST AND THE SHACKLES OF
SLAVERY IS HEIGHTENED BY THE WORD _ﬁﬂ%AﬂﬁL%D '
THIS TERM PICTURES A TRAP OR SNARE. HE LAW FOR
THE BELIEVER IS A YOKE, BURDEN, SOMETHING TOO
HEAVY FOR HIM TO BEAR.

TEXT

5:2 A RELIGIOUS RITUAL LIKE CIRCUMCISION
COULD “SAVE THE SOUL, THEN CHRIST AND HIS FINISHED
WORK ON THE CROSS MEANS NOTHING. SIMPLY,
CIRCUMCISION WAS A TO THE JEW, A SIGN OF A

COVENANTAL RELATIONSHIP TO GOD AND G
MARK - NOTHING ELSE. IT IS NOT CHRIST A
CEREMONTAL RITUAL, IT 1S CHRIST .RERIOD.

SAVES, NOT IT SAVES! THE DIFFERENCE IS BETWEEN
™ A RELATIONSHIP AND A RITUAL.

Y

5:3 THE LAW IS NOT A SPIRITUAL CAFETERIA OR
BUFFET TO WHICH THE BELIEVER TAKES A LITTLE OR
A LOT DEPENDING ON HIS TASTE. WHEN IT COMES TO
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THE LAW, MEN DO NOT DO AS THEY CHOOSE. IT IS

ALL OR NOTHING. [HE PERSON WHO ACCEPTS.ANX PART
OF THE LAW IS OBLIGATED TO DO ITLALL -
DELETIONS. AND NO EXCEPTIONS. PAUL SAYS IF A
PERSON ACCEPTS CIRCUMCISION AS A MUS} THEN HE
MUST ACCEPT THE WHOLE LAW WITH I1T. (IT'S KINDA
LIKE MARRYING A GIRL WHO BRINGS HER WHOLE FAMILY
TO LIVE IN JHE HOUSE AND SAYS IT'S ALL OF US OR
NONE OF USY) _WARREN WIERSRE ILLUSTRATES THIS
POINT BY CITING THE ILLUSTRATION OF A MOTORIST
WHO UNCONSCIOUSLY DRIVES THROUGH A STOP SIGN.
WHEN THE POLICEMAN PULLS HIM OVER AND ASKS TO SEE
HIS LICENSE AND BEGINS TO WRITE OUT THE TICKET,
THE OFFENDING DRIVER BEGINS TO DEFEND HIMSELF.

HE STATES THAT HE HAS NEVER ROBBED ANYONE,
CHEATED_ON HIS INCOME TAX, CQ%MLIIEQ,ADULIER\, OR
A WHOLE LIST OF OTHER SINS. |HE POLICEMAN SMILES
AND CONTINUES TO WRITE THE TICKET BECAUSE HE
KNOWS THAT NO_AMOUNT-OF_QBEDIENCE COULD MAKE UP
FOR_ONE ACT OF DISOBEDIENCE, |HE LEGALIST DOES
NOT UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF THE LAW. IF A_MAN
OFFENDS IN ONE POINT HE IS A LAW BREAKER. [WO
MEN MAY BE IN JAIL FOR TWO DIFFERENT CRIMES EACH
LIVING IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE PRISON DEPENDING
UPON VARYING DEGREES OF GUILT, BUT THE POINT IS
THEY ARE_BOTH IN JAIL! MICHAEL MILEaN~AND
CHARLES MANSON WERE DIFFERENT KINDS OF CRIMINALS
BUT THEY MIGHT THEORETICALLY BE LODGED IN THE
SAME PRISON, THEY ARE BOTH PRISONERS!

5:4 IF oNE TRIES TO BE SAVED BY KEEPING THE LAW,
HE MOVES OUTSIDE THE CIRCLE OF GRACE. THERE
CANNOT BE TWO WAYS OF SALVATION LAW AND GRACE -
THAT IS SIMPLY NOT POSSIBLE. [HE PERSON WHO
TRUSTS SOMEQNE OR SOMETHING ELSE FOR SALVATION
OTHER THAN CHRIST CANNOT BE SAVED.,

5:5 By FAITH IS THE PREVAILING PRINCIPLE OF
SALVATION AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. PAUL SEEMS TO
REPEAT THIS PHRASE FOR THOSE WHO MAY HAVE MISSED
IT THE FIRST TIME SO HE WILL SAY IT AGAIN UNTIL

A
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IT SINKS IN. "TRYLNG IS VAIN FOR SALVATION,
TRUSTING IS VITAL.

5:6 RITl’JAL IS COLD, IMPERSONAL, INEFFECTIVE -
IT DOESN'T WORK. TRUE SALVATION FINDS ITS
EXPRESSION IN CHRISTIAN LOVE,

IT, CHRISTIAN: RUN THE GOOD RACE - VErses 7-8

APPARENTLY, PAUL WAS A SPORTS FAN.
UNDOUBTEDLY HE HAD WATCHED RACES IN ROME OR OTHER
CITIES. HE LIKENED THE CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE TO
A FooT RACE, (CoMpPARE [ CORINTHIANS 9:24-27,
HEBREWS 12:1) HE SAYS To THE GALATIANS, YouU
STARTED, THAT IS YOU CAME OUT OF THE BLOCKS
WELL, EVERYTHING LOOKED GOOD, YOU WERE MAKING
GOOD PROGRESS AND THEN SOMETHING WENT WRONG.
SOMEONE CUT YOU_OFF, MESSED UP YOUR TIMING,
STRIDE, PACE. THE PICTURE IS NOT THAT OF
STOPPING THE RUNNER BUT OF CAUSING HIM TO STUMBLE
OR GET OFF COURSE. SOME WERE DISQUALIFIED. IN
ORDER TO BE PROGRESSIVE AND SPIRITUALLY MATURE
THE BELIEVER MUST LEARN TO OBEY THE TRUTH.

(Joun 14:21)

IN VERSE 8, PAUL SAYS THAT WHAT THEY DID
AND WERE CONTINUING TO DO DID NOT COME FROM Gop
BUT RATHER THEY HAD BEEN PERSUADED BY Pseupo-
PERSUADERS” - NOT GobD. PRAYER: “LORD LET ME
FINISH WeLL!”

[11, CHRISTIAN: WATCH OUT FOR LEAVEN - Vs, 9-11

SOME COMMENTATORS BELIEVE LEAVEN IS THE
INFLUENCE THE GOSPEL HAS ON SOCIETY. [HAT IS,
THE GOSPEL SLOWLY PERMEATES THE SOCIAL FABRIC OF
THE WORLD UNTIL ALL HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR.

IN SCRIPTURE, LEAVEN IS NOT SPOKEN OF AS GOOD BUT
EviL, (MATTHEW 16:11-12)
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PoINT: LEGALISM LIKE LEAVEN SPREADS SLOWLY,
SECRETLY AND SURELY UNTIL IT HAS AFFECTED THE
WHOLE CHURCH. A LITTLE YEAST DOES THE JOB. IT
DOESN'T TAKE MUCH. GIVE IT TIME AND ALL WILL BE
AFFECTED. LEGALISM DOES NOT COME IN A DOWNPOUR
IT USUALLY STARTS AS A TRICKLE AND THEN AS A
TORRENT! EVEN A LITTLE LEGALISM IS DANGEROUS,
JUST AS ONE "INFECTED"” PERSON MAY HARM MANY SO
DOCTRINAL ERROR DOES THE SAME.

IV, CHRISTIAN: DON'T LET YOUR LIBERTY TURN TO
LICENSE - VErses 13-15

BALANCE IS THE SECRET OF A WELL ORDERED
CHRISTIAN LIFE OR CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. DoN'T LET
YOUR LIBERTY DESCEND OR DEGENERATE INTO LICENSE.
THERE ARE AT LEAST THREE LEVELS OF CHRISTIAN
LIVING.

(1) LEGALISM
L ICENSE
(3) LIBERTY

IF ONE IS GENUINELY SAVED, HE CANNOT CONTINUE TO
LIVE IN SIN AND STILL CALL HIMSELF A SON!
(Romans 6:1) THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PIGS AND
SHEEP AS IT RELATES TO MUD HAS TO DO WITH
NATURE. (OD DOES NOT SAVE US SO WE ARE FREE TO
SIN AS WE PLEASE BUT HE SAVED US TO DELIVER US
FROM OUR SINS. "“THE CHRISTIAN IS NOT THE MAN
WHO IS FREE TO SIN .... BUT FREE NOT TO SIN!’

DR. McGHEE USES TWO TERMS TO SHOW THE DIFFERENCE
OF LEGALISM AND GRACE AS IT RELATES TO GOODNESS.
HE SPEAKS OF "NEGATIVE GOODNESS” AND “POSITIVE
GOODNESS”. THE FIRST HAS TO DQ WITH THE DOS,
DON’TS AND RULES IMPOSED UPON CHRISTIAN LIVING.
THE SECOND HAS TO DO WITH GRACE AND LOVE
GENERATED BY THE INDWELLING HoLY SPIRIT IN A
SPIRIT FILLED BELIEVER. SOMEONE PREACHED A
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SERMON ON VERSE 15 cALLED “CANNIBAL CHRISTIANS"
THAT 1S, THOSE WHO BITE AND CHEW ON ONE

ANOTHER AND TURN CHURCH LIFE INTO LITTLE MORE
THAN A VERBAL CAT AND DOG FIGHT. LEGALISTS
SPECIALIZE IN SUCH ACTIVITY, ESPECIALLY TOWARD
THOSE WHO HAVE NOT ACCEPTED OR ADOPTED THEIR
RULES FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS'T A. T. ROBERTSON TELLS
THE STORY ABOUT TWO SNAKES WHO MET ONE DAY,
GRABBED EACH OTHER BY THE TAIL AND SWALLOWED
EACH OTHER! THE BELIEVER IS NOT FREE TO FIGHT
ON EVERY ISSUE IN THE CHURCH. HE IS FREE TO HELP
NOT HURT OTHER BELIEVERS.
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ROBERT K. SPRADLING MarcH 14, 1993

LIFESTYLES OF THE FLESH AND SPIRIT
GALATIANS 5:16-26

A WIFE'S DESCRIPTION OF HER HUSBAND: "HE 1s
TWO PEOPLE - SAINT AND SINNER AND | NEVER KNOW
WHICH ONE HE TS GOING TO BE ON A GIVEN DAY,
THIS KEEPS ME GUESSING AND UPSET.” SHE
DESCRIBED HER HUSBAND AS A COMPLEX PERSON WITH
DEEP INNER EMOTIONAL CONFLICTS - A KIND OF,WAR
RAGING IN THE SouL. HIS LIFESTYLE WAS A STYLE
OF LIFE SHE DID NOT LIKE. HER HUSBAND WAS NOT
JUST_UP AND DOWN EMOTIONALLY HE WAS BOTH 609D
AND BAD! INSTDE EVERY BELIEVER, THERE ARE [WQ
ORCES., ONE IS CALLED THE
FLESH, THE OTHER IS CALLED THE SPIRIT. JHESE TWO
EDRCESlHAVE DIFFERENT _INTERESTS AND APPETITES,
HENCE THE CONFLICT. [HAT DIFFERENCE IS
REFLECTED IN THE 3n;mg;§ MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE
TO DESCRIBE PEOPLE. oOHEEP IS USED TO SPEAK OF
BELIEVERS, THAT IS, CLEAN ANIMALS WHO AVOID
FILTH AND GARBAGE. PIGS - UNCLEAN ANIMALS WHO
LOVE FILTH, ARE USED TO DESCRIBE UNBELIEVERS.
IN OTHER WORDS, _THE FLESH IS LIKE THE PIG,
ALWAYS LOOKING FOR SOMETHING UNCLEAN TO FEED

UPON. THE SPIRIT, LIKE SHRE ARNS FOR THAT
WHICH IS CIERN AND HOLY. COEEITIOND
%;guﬂggg;ELE::z - MAN'S OLD_NATURE, HIS HUMAN

N WITH WHICH HE IS BORN
AND WHICH NEVER GETS BEITER. [T MAY BE

~ EQUCATED cUtTURED OR RBFINED BUT ITS MATURE

T LIVES ON THE NATURAL LEVEL,
"SELF-CENTERED AND IN SOME WAYS IS_ANIMAL-LIKE.,
[T 1S THE ENEMY OF THE GOOD AND THE GODLY THINGS
IN LIFE, [T PRODYCES"A LOW LEVEL LIFESTYLE”
THAT CATERS TO MAN'S OR D ITION
IT 1S THE FLESH THAT PERMITS SIN TO
HEART AND MIND AND OPENS THE DOOR OF LIFE TO ALL

My YO Mumm’ e § Danetr — Moseem  Losf 7
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KINDS OF SIN. THE FLESH IS WHAT MEN BECOME
WHEN LEFT TO THEIR OWN INSTINCTS.
o ; (.,?@t/?
(2) (TRE_SPIRIT)- THE BELIEVER'S NEW NATUR
CONTROLLED BY THE HoLY SPIRIT WHICH LOOKS FOR
THE HIGH AND HOLY SIDE OF LIFE. THE SECRET
oF CHRISTIAN VICTORY HAS TO DO WITH YIELDING
AND CONTROL. IF THE FLESH PREVAILS, T
WILL FOLLOW. IF THE SPIRIT PREVAILS VICTORY
FOLLOWS, IT IS AS SIMPLE AND AS COMPLEX AS
THAT.

[. NOW THE WORKS (DEEDS) OF THE FLESH ARE

MANIFEST ("ARE EVIDENT”) - V, 19-21

_ Draad To b

THIS ” " REMINDS ME OF A

@ PAST . TION GRS - TAVERN - CARS
IN DRIVEWAY - DISLIKE BUT NECESSARY. EXPLAIN)
THE LIST IS DIVIDED INTO THREE MAJOR CATEGORIES:

(A) SEXUAL OR SENSUAL SINS

THE TERMS IN VERSE 19 DESCRIBE_SEXUAL VICES,
ADUL TRY. DOES “NOT APPEAR IN SOME OF THE MAJOR

““MANUSCRIPTS BUT THE TERM,EﬂENL%fEf%%hﬁg_i
FAR-REACHING TERM TO DESCRIBE S OF
SEXUAL_MISCONDUCT INVOLVING BOTH MARRIED AND
UNMARRIED PEOPLE. IN THE GREEK, FORNICATION IS
THE WORD RORNEA - HARLOT OR PROSTITUTE. THE
WORD PROSTITUTE MEANS Ia_gghL, THAT 1S,

AFFECTION THAT IS_BOUGHT. PROSTITUTES ARE
™ PEOPLE_WHO TREAT_HUMAN BEINGS AS T =

HINGS
INSTRUMENTS OF AND _SATISFACTIQN, NOTHING
MORE. CHRISTIANITYNBROUGHT CHASIITY INTO THE
SCRIBED CHRISTIANITY IN

WORLD. SOMEONE HAS
b RRT ety
—
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THE RoMAN EMPIRE AS AN ISLAND OF MORALITY 1IN
A SEA 9F IMMORALITY., UNCPEANNESS - “DIRTY
MINDED”. A MEDICAL TERM USED TO DESCRIBE THE
CORRUPTION OF A FESTERING SORE. [HE DIRTY
MINDED THINK THEY ARE_CUTE WHEN IN FACT THEY ARE
%. THE FILTHY-MINDED, FOUL-MOUTHED
IS DISGUSTING TO ALL WHO HAVE A SENSE
OF MORAL VALUES. ASCIVIOUSNESS - THIS SOUNDS
LIKE A HORRIBLE DISEASE AND IN A WAY IT 1IS. THE
TERM REFERS TO WHAT IS COMMONLY CALLED _INDECENT
~EXPOSURE", A CARELESS, WRECKLESS ATTITUDE
TOWARD SEXUAL SINS. A DON'T CARE ATTITUDE, THAT
IS NOT CARING WHAT GOD OR MEN THINK. IT IS
SIMPLY STATED SIN THAT HAS LOST ITS SHAME.
PEOPLE WHO BEHAVE LIKE ANIMALS REGARDING SEX WHO
HAVE LOST OR_CAST AWAY ALL SENSE OF MORAL
RESTRAINT., IT IS A TERM THAT DESCRIBES THE
BRUTAL AND BESTIAL ATTITUDE AND ACTIVITY
REGARDING SEXUAL ACTIVITY.

(B) ReLicIious sINs - VERse 20

IDOLATRY - AN IDOL REFERS TO_ANYTHING MAN
WORSHIPS THAT IS MAN-MADE. IN SHORT, IT _IS THE

WORSHIPPING OF THE MATERIAL IN PLACE _QF (OD.
SAID IT WELL WHEN HE SAID: (WE ARE
GoD, LOVE PEOPLE AND .SE THINGS,

00 OFTEN WE USE PEOPLE, LOVE SELF AND WORSHIP
THINGS, LEAVING GOD OUT OF THE PICTURE
OMPLETELY. ” BARCLAY SUGGESTS THAT IT IS

DI ULT FOR MODERN MAN TO UNDERSTAND THE
WORSHIP OF IDOL TT¥°TS DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND
HOW ANY ANCIENT PERSON COULD REVERE A PIECE OF
WOOD, STONE OR METAL NO MATTER HOW BEAUTIFULLY
IT WAS CARVED OR ADORNED. [T IS EVEN MORE
DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND WHEN MANY ANCIENT IDOLS
WERE EAR FROM BEAUTIFUL. BARCLAY CONTINUES THAT
THE FACT IS THAT IN THE BEGINNING NO ONE
WORSHIPPED THE IDOLS. IT WAS USED TO LOCALIZE
AND VISUALIZE THE GOD IT REPRESENTED.

———
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ORIGINALLY THE IDOL WAS NEVER MEANT TO BE
WORSHIPPED. IT WAS SIMPLY MEANT TO MAKE IT
EASIER FOR MAN TO WORSHIP A GOD IN A DEFINITE
PLACE. BUT, HE SUGGESTS, ONCE THIS WAS DONE IT
WAS ALMOST INEVITABLE THAT A MAN SHOULD GO ON
AND WORSHIP THE IDOL RATHER THAN THE GOD IT
REPRESENTED. MEAY ARE EAGER TO SEE SOMETHING,
ESPECIALLY IN THE REALM OF WORSHIP. _IDOLS ARE
OFTEN REFLECTED IN STATUS SYMBOLS. FOR ONE

A STATUS SYMBOL MAY BE A CAR, A HOUSE, FURNITURE
OR HOUSEHOLD GOODS OR SOMETHING HE POSSESSES
THAT IS COVETED BY MANY AND POSSESSED BY FEW.
WHENEVER ANYTHING IN THE WORLD BEGINS TO HOLD
THE PRINCIPAL PLACE IN OUR HEARTS AND MINDS AND
AIMS, THEN THAT THING HAS BECOME AN IDOL, FOR
THAT THING HAS USURPED THE PLACE WHICH
BELONGS TO GoD.” SIMPLY STATED, IDOLATRY IS
THE WORSHIP_OF THE CREATURE INSTEAD OF THE
CREATOR. (%ém /:25)

Wi1T€HERAFT - THE GREEK WORD IS PHARMAKEIA WHICH
IS A REFERENCE TO DRUGS. DRUGS MAY BE USED AS
MEDICINE TO CURE OR AS A POTSON TO cg%§¥§T.

IN ANCIENT TIMES, DRUGS WERE USED TO

CGTS UPON_PEOPLE AND WAS

ERY.. DRUGS WERE USED TO FIND
, _w,#\J,AND SATISFACT.ION TO THE
THE DRUG CULTURE MOVEMENT IN AMERICA
HAS BEEN AND IS BASICALLYfe*EHhEROF PAGAN
RELIGION. [T IS A SUBSTI ~(GOD WHERE
PEOPLE USE DRUGS SEEKING TO_FIND STIMULATION
AND SATISFACTION IN LIFE. THE USAGE OF DRUGS
FOR THIS PURPOSE HAS FILTERED INTO EVERY ASPECT
OF AMERICAN CULTURE, EVEN INTO ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS. SOMEONE POINTED OUT YEARS AGO THAT
OUR COUNTRY WILL BE IN TROUBLE WHEN THOSE
COLLEGE KIDS WHO USED DRUGS BECOME ATTORNEYS,
DOCTORS, TEACHERS, POLITICIANS AND LEADERS IN
OUR SOCIETY IN YEARS TO COME. [HAT TIME HAS
ARRLVED! MANY DO NOT WISH TO LOMP AL
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INTO A DRUG LADEN SOCIETY BUT IT IS THAT IN
FACT AND IN DEED - AN ADDICTIVE DRUG, ONE OUT OF
EVERY TWENTY_FIVE PEOPLE IN AMERICA IS AN
ALCOHOLIC. THE RISE OF THE DRUG CULTURE AS
MUCH AS ANY MOVEMENT I CAN THINK OF SPEAKS OF
THE RAPID MOVEMENT OF OUR TIME TOWARD THE END
OF THE AGE.

(C) SocIAL SINS

MANY OF THESE SINS INVOLVE PERSONAL RELATION-
SHIPS. b o
.". £ e o st ,.-}‘ |
HATRED - HOSTILITY TOWARD OTHER PEORLE, =
ESPECIALLY, PEOPLE OF .OTHER RACES. (AT (e {wm;)
. £ k) rﬁw‘w

VARIANCE - "To ARGUE OR QUARREL” A QUARRELSOME
PERSON. WHO GENERATES ANIMOSITY AND_ILL WILL:

EMuLaTiONS - JEALOUSY

WRaTH - THIS A REFERENCE TO TEMPER PROBLEMS
THAT BREAK OUT IN RAGE, [T REFERS TO A LOW
BOILING POINT AS FAR AS TEMPER IS CONCERNED
AND A IEMPER_QUT OF CONTROL. (COMPARE SINATRA)

STRIFE - ONE WHO SEEKS HIS OWN ENDS - NAMELY,
SELFISH AMBITION,

SEniTIONS - "THOSE WHO CAUSE TROUBLE."

HERESIES - THOSE WHO DIVIDE A GROUP, CAUSE
SPLITS FOR THE WRONG REASONS.

guvvlugg - MURDER, DRUNKENNESS, REVELING, - IN
THER WORDS, THOSE WHO CARRY ON IN WILD ORGIES

AND RESULT IN HOMICIDE., THE WORD REVELINGS
SUGGESTS PEOPLE WHO CAROUSE AND CARRY ON AND
WAS USED TO DESCRIBE ACTIVITIES AFTER MILITARY
VICTORIES. [HEY DANCED, LAUGHED AND SANG THE

£

-
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PRAISES OF THE HEROES IN DRUNKEN DEBAUCHERY.,
[T REFERS TO ENJOYMENT AND LICENSE IN UN-

@™  RESTRAINED AND UNCONTROLLED SINS. SOUNDS LIKE
A CITY THAT HAS JUST WON THE SUPER BOWL OR THE
WorLD SErRIES! ACCORDING TO THE
P SINS IS EVIDE
RERSON_IS_NOT—

THE HEART AND

55 ANS PRACTICE.,
*1s TO PRAéTTCE SINS

JUSTfAS ONE

IT. THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT - Verses 22-23

AFTER EXAMINING THE PREVIOUS VERSES, ONE MAY
"WAot-, FEEL LIKE HE NEEDS A “SPIRITUAL BATH OR
-~ " SHOWER."” LET US NOW EXAMINE THE EVIDENCE OF
"“THE SPIRLES NTROL IN THE BELIEVER'S LIFE,
== ~THE TERML'msueGESTS A VITAL, LIVING
bA” RELATIONS ITH Gop., THERE IS NOTHING

/S MEGHANLGAL OR ABOUT EEH&L-‘ IT IS
B THE RESULT OF ﬁi%ﬁﬁéﬁ£*$HE NINE-FOLD FRUIT OF

THE SPIRIT IS SPOKEN OF IN A SINGULAR FASHION,
THAT IS, ALL WILL BE MANIFESTED IN THE
BELIEVER'S LIFE. LET US LOOK AT THEM QUICKLY.

Love - IN THE GREEK LANGUAGE THERE ARE_AT
LEAST FOUR DIFFERENT WORDS FOR LOVE. [HIS
PARTICULAR WORD IS THE HIGHEST FORM, THE WORD
AGAPE WHICH SPEAK OF A KIND OF LOVE THAT LOVES
) TER HOW— 1T 1S—TREATED OREVEN-INSULTED.
T SEEKS ONLY THE_HIGHEST GOOD OF OTHERS. ONLY
THE HoLY SPIRIT COULD PRODUCE THIS KIND OF
EMOTION IN THE HUMAN SOULL, LOVE 1S ONE OF THE

p p J / ;
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MOST ABUSED WORDS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.,
EVEN IN CHURCH, IT IS POSSIBLE TO KNOW

VERSES. ON LOVE, srme,§§§$§_g£_LnuE,.IALx_ABQuT
" -”.HHMAN”BELATIO- HIPPS, AND STILL LIVE

JQ! - WIERSBE CALLS JOY A KIND OF
OREIMESM. WHICH GIVES THE RIGHT KIND OF REACTION
TOWARD CIRCUMSTANCES. JOY COMES NOT FROM WHAT

WE HAVE BUT BECAUSE 00TS ARE IN GoD. THE
BIBLE 1S A-BOOK-OF-—JoX. JOY IS A-BADGE THAT
CANNOT BE MLSSED. OR MIMICKED&IN ITS TRUEST
FORM,

PEACE - THE PEACE OF GOD IS BOTH JUDICIAL AND
ANS 037)

P L. (Romans 5:1, PHILIPPI

THE SEAREH—FOR—PEACE IS DESIRED BY ALL.
SERENJITY, TRANQUILLTY AND. PEACE OF-MIND 1S

A VERY DESIRED COMMODITY(PZuys 70 (Za ;)

LONG-SUFFERING - LONG-SUFFERING IS_RATIENCE
WHICH ENABLES A PERSON TO ENDURE COURAGEOUSLY
BOTH PEOPLE AND SITUATIONS WITHOUT QUITTING.

GENTLENESS - THIS PARTICULAR WORD REFERS TOQ
KINDNESS. SOMEONE HAS SAID AFTER YOU AND | ARE

GONE THE ONE THING THEY WILL REMEMBER ABOUT US
IS WE WERE KIND TO OTHERS.

€oODNESSS - SOMEONE HAS SAID THAT GOODNESS IS
LOVE IN ACTION. [HE GOOD PERSON IS BOTH OPEN-
HEARTED AND OPEN=HANDED.

7

'1§E§ﬁ= THIS WORD REFERS TO FAITHFULNESS. [HE
TENDENCY OF THE FLESH IS TO BE UNFAITHFUL.
THE SPIRIT OF GOD WILL MAKE MEN FAITHFUL. IT
IS NOT POSSIBLE TQ BE BOTH SPIRITUAL AND
LACKADASIACAL IN CHRISTIAN VIRTUE AND WORK.
THE PERSON WHO NEVER KEEPS APPOINTMENTS ON TIME,
WHO IS SLIPSHOD IN HIS CHRISTIAN RESPONSI-
BILITY IS NOT A SPIRITUAL PERSON NO MATTER WHAT
HE SAYS ABOUT HIMSELF!

A
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MEEKNESS - MEEKNESS IS NOT SYNONYMOUS WITH
WEAKNESS. MEEKNESS IS

/™ . _GENTLENESSs GENTLE PEOPLE DEAL WITH ERROR
IN A WAY THAT FORCE NEVER DOES. MEEKNESS OR

GENTLENESS MELTS ICE, NOT CHIPS OR ﬁﬂﬁ?ERS AWAY

AT IT! Sk A

TEMPERANCE - SELF-CONTROL.

OF PROFESSING CHRTSTTAN, URE

. DRAWN TO THE MATERIAL AND NOT TO THE SPIRITUAL.,
WE NATURALLY FOLLOW A . WE
UHNATURA%LY FOLLOW A LIFE,

~2WITH REFERENCE ,TO A LIFE GUIDANCE
0 IN CONTROL? WROSE LIFESTKLE DO

' 3 R ! TS CELEBRITY? WHERE DOES
TF1T INTO THIS PRO 0ES HE FI
2 NEVER FITS INTO A CIST - HE
\T‘-.'/'\dm ; 2 tor (O AJO A .
Toda -, Cfb é/
y“ Orawvron/ —
\
\
=
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OVERTAKEN BUT NOT OVERCOME
GALATIANS 6:1-18

IN THIS PRACTICAL, CLOSING CHAPTER OF GALATIANS,
PAUL TALKS ABOUT PEOPLE WHO HAVE "“FAULTS”
A MAN SPEAKING TO AN ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
SAID: "WE ALL HAVE FAULTS, DON'T.WE?" "Is
THERE ANYONE HERE OR DO YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO
HAS NO FAULTS?” THERE WAS NO RESPONSE TO THE
QUESTION SO HE REPEATED IT AGAIN. SLOWLY, EVEN
TIMIDLY, A MAN IN THE BACK OF THE CLASS RAISED
HIS HAND AND SAID, [ KNOW SOMEONE WHO JI&
FAULTLESS.” "ARE YOU SAYING THAT OF YOURSELF
SIR, THAT IS, YOU HAVE NO FAULTS OR SINS?"
‘No” WAS THE REPLY. [ NEVER MET THIS MAN - IT
WAS MY WIFE'S FIRST HUSBAND - HAD NO FAULTS
 TO HEAR HER TELL IT!” THIS CHAPTER IS DIVIDED
“JINTO THREE MAJOR DIVISIONS:

N
I. BEARING OURS AND OTHERS BURDENS -
V., 1-5 (THE IDEA OF SHARING)

THE WORD “QVERTAKEN" CARRIES THE IDEA OF
SUDDENNESS AND SURPRISE. [T IS THE PICTURE OF
SOMEONE LOSING FOOTING, LIKE STEPPING INTO A
HOLE , AND FALLING DOWN QUICKLY. SIN IS
PICTURED THAT WAY - A SUDDEN SLIP OR MISSTEP.
REFER TO A TRESPASS OR OFFENSE. |0 BE
OVERTAKEN IS TO BE TAKEN OVER BY A SUDDEN
SIN, HOW DOES THE .LEGAL TREAT SUCH SINNING
BRETHREN? T00 OFTEN HE ADDS I0 THE PROBLEM
RATHER THAN gSEISII#E? HIS BROTHER IN THE
RECOVERY PROCESS. |HE LEGALIST IS OFTEN HARD-
NOSED, HARD-HEADED, = TED AND HEAVY-
—H IN HIS APPROACH.
LEGALISTS HAVE LITTLE TIME FOR THOSE
“WHO HAVE FAILED IN SOME SINFUL WAY., WIERSBE
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REMINDS HIS READERS THAT THE CHRISTIAN ARMY
IS THE ONLY ARMY IN THE WORLD THAT TURNS ON

@ q~ LTS CASUALTIES - BEATS UP ON ITS WOUNDED!
(i;) RELATE TO HENHOUSE SICK) IN MOST SITUATIONS
SPTRTTUAL CASUALTIES WISDOM

AND |GENTLENESS IS REQUIRED. OMES FROM

THOSE WHO ARE CLASSIFIED AS " THAT

IS THOSE WHO HAVE_hlEE_ERQM. ND ARE LED BY

THE HoLY SPIrRIT. NOT ALL CHURCH_PEQPLE ARE SO

CLASSIFIED. (CompARE I Cor. 3:1) EVEN IN THE

NATURAL REALM THERE ARE SOME JOBS BABIES

CANNOT DO. | AM GLAD THAT DOCTORS, PILOTS AND

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS REQUIRE_BOTH TRAINING
TY TO DO THEIR _JOBS. [HE SPIRITUAL

THE WOUNDED. THIS WORD IS USED AS
A MEDICAL TERM TO DESCRIBE SETTING OF A BROKEN

ONE AND ALSO MENDING.OF BROKEN NETS -
; THE SPIRITUAL BELIEVER IS
7 D IN BRIMING BACK THE SINNING BROTHER

NOT SHOVING HIM O@r IN THE COLD. [HE SPIRITUAL
MAN RESTORES AND NOT REPELS. IT IS IMPORTANT
TO WIN THE SAVED AS WELL AS THE LOST.

OFTEN ENJOY BRAGGING ABOUT WHAT THEY
CAN DO FOR GoD EVEN IN THIS AREA. ((RELATE A
HONE_ CONVERATION SOME YEARS AGO WITH THE

IN A CHURCH!) WATCH ouT

FOR FOLK WHO ARE ALWAYS TALKING ABOUT THE
BLGGEST, NONE LIKE LT

. SUCH JUDGEMENTS ARE BY WHOSE
STANDARDS? (GOD DOES NOT MEASURE OUR MINISTRY,
HE WEIGHS IT! THE F'SPIRIT OF MEERNESSS SUGGESTS
QUIETLY AND HUMBLY NOT COUDCY AR
AS A MATTER OF FACT, THE BROTHER IS TO CONSIDER
HIMSELF BECAUSE SIN IS SO SUBTLE THAT WE
COULD BE THE NEXT IN NEED! (HAVE YOu EVER BEEN
TO A ROUGH, HEAVY-HANDED DOCIQR,WHO WHEN HE
ASKED ~llQES THAI_H%RI YOU FELT LIKE HITTING
HIM BACK - HARD'! BY CONTRAST REMEMBER THE
GENTLE TOUCH OF THE DIAGNOSTIC DOCTOR WHO
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COULD DETERMINE SENSITIVITY. WITHOUT DRILLING

To THE BONE!__CONTRAST VERSES 2 AND 5 WHERE
OTHERS ANDCOURS D IS MENTIONED., [HE WORD
BURDEN IN VERSE 2 REFERS TO A HEAVY, CUMBERSOME
LOAD. IHE WORD IS DIFFERENT IN VERSE 5 AND
REFERS TO A SOLDIER'S PACK OR GEAR = IN OTHER
WORDS SHOULDERING ONE'S OWN GEAR. [HERE ARE
SOME BURDENS WE CARRY IN LIFE - THE EMERGENCIES
IN LIFE WHICH COME ALONG UNFORESEEN_IN WHICH

: D THE HELP OF OTHERS BADLY. [IHERE ARE
URDENS IN LIFE WHICH WE ALONE MUST

MOUTDER - NO ONE ELSE CAN HELP US NO MATTER

HOW WILLING WE ARE TO LET THEM OR HOW WANTING
THEY MAY BE - IT IS OURS TO CARRY. FOR EXAMPLE
IN THE HISTORY OF AN ALCOHOLIC THERE COMES A
TIME WHEN HE NEEDS THE HELP OF OTHERS BUT THERE
ARE CERTAIN RESPONSIBILITIES HE ALONE MUST
BEAR. IF ONE’'S FAMILY IS WITHOUT FOOD ON A
TEMPORARY BASIS BECAUSE OF UNEMPLOYMENT HELP
MAY BE GIVEN FOR A LIMITED TIME BUT NOT IN=
DEFINITELY. THERE COMES A TIME WHEN WE MUST
SHOULDER OUR BURDENS. ((EXPLAIN WITH THE

) "BY THE WAY, THE WORD
IN VERSE O CARRIES THE IDEA OF
SHARING., |HOSE SPIRITUAL INSTRUCTORS IN A

LOCAL CHURCH ARE ENTITLED TO REIMBURSEMENT
FOR THEIR EFFORTS. [HIS IS ONE OF THE CLEAR
VERSES IN THE BIBLE TO INDICATE THAT THE
CHRI§TIAN MINISTRY SHOULD BE SUPPORTED BY THE
LorD'S PEOPLE. THIS IS ONE OF THE NEGLECTED
TRUTHS OF MANY SMALL CHURCHES. PASTORS ARE
REQUIRED TO WORK ON THE SIDE AND YET ARE
EXPECTED TO CARRY FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR A
LOCAL CHURCH MINISTRY. [IHEIR CONSTITUENTS
OFTEN FLEE TO THE FACT.THAT PAUL MADE TENTS

™ TO SUSTAIN HIMSELF AND USE THAT AS THEIR
EXAMPLE. HOWEVER, THEY NEGLECT THOSE MULTIPLE
VERSES IN WHICH PAUL DOES NOT HOLD HIMSELF
UP AS THE CLASSIC EXAMPLE FOR ALL TIME BUT
RATHER AS A UNIQUE CASE. PHILLIPS TRANSLATES
\\__
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THE VERSE AS FOLLOWS: "“THE MAN UNDER CHRISTIAN
INSTRUCTION SHOULD BE WILLING TO CONTRIBUTE
TOWARD THE LIVELIHOOD OF HIS TEACHER.” THE
WORD COMMUNICATE IN THE TEXT IS OFTEN TRANS-
LATED FELLOWSHIP IN THE NEW TESTAMENT AND
REFERS TO HAVING SOMETHING IN COMMON, MATERIAL
AS WELL AS SPIRITUAL.

II. SOWING AND REAPING IS AN INESCAPABLE
PRINCIPLE - VeErses 7-10

ONE_SUNDAY. A MIDDLE-AGE MAN CAME FORWARD IN
THE SERVICES OF A LOCAL CHURCH. FOR A YEAR OR
MORE HE SEEMED TO BE ON FIRE_FOR (GOD, STUDYING,
WITNESSING, PRAYING. [HEN_.SUDDENLY HE DIED
OF MULTIPLE COMPLICATIONS BETWEEN CIRRHOSIS

OLIHLLHEB_AMQMA%AVE THIS

DEAR MAN A-%%%=§%é%l BUT NO S AND=DEN

LIVER THAT DEVOURED'EﬂjﬂZZHﬂL_AﬁD ]
‘*E%BILQ&. EVEN WHEN A PERSON IS SAVED BY GOD'S

NDERFUL GRACE, SOMETIMES THE SC
REMAIN EVEN WHEN THE WOUNDS HAVE BEEN HEALED.
SOWING WILD OATS IS NOT INEVITABLE FOR EVERY
CHRISTIAN BUT WHERE THIS PROCESS HAS TAKEN
PLACE, THE HARVEST IS ALWAYS THE SAME. OuRr
UGHTS, WORDS AND DEEDS ARE LIKE SEED - THE
ARVEST MAY NOT COME SOON BUT IT IS SURE.
THERE 1S A BASIC PRINCIPLE IN THE BIBLE OF
SOWING AND REAPING., WHAT ONE SOWS, HE MUST
REAP. FOR THAT REASON, WE ARE TOLD TO BE
CAREFUL WHERE AND WHAT WE SOW. IT IS AN IN-
FLEXIBLE SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLE THAT WHEN SEEDS
E_HARVEST WILL BE IN DIRECT
A : E

HENCE A SNEAR IT
IS INCONCEIVABLE THAT MEN WOULD TURN UP THEIR
NOSE AT GOD BUT THEY DO. OUR HARVEST AT THE
END OF THIS LIFE WILL DEPEND ENTIRELY ON WHAT
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WE HAVE SOWED. THE PERSON WHO TAKES LITTLE
TIME OR INTEREST IN THE LORD’S VINEYARD WILL
COME UP SHORT AT HARVEST TIME. I[N THAT DAY,
THOSE WHO HAVE SOWED_IN LIGHT OF ETERN]
REAP RICH REWARDS. [IHE ADMONITION OF (§

HIS HOLD ON GOOD WORKS. [HE FARMER WHO SLACKS
IN HIS WORK IN THE SPRINGTIME WILL BE DIS-
APPOINTED IN THE FALL WHEN IT IS TIME TO
HARVEST. [|HERE WILL BE AMPLE ,TIME TO REST WHEN
THE HARVEST IS IN THE BARN.# (RELATE OBSERVA-
TION CONCERNING MINISTRY IN INDIANA. IN THE
EARLY SPRING AND SUMMER THERE WERE TRACTORS
EVERYWHERE EVEN RUNNING AT NIGHT WITH-TTGHTS.
HE BELIEVER SHOULD BE A PERSON WHO_PRACTICES
GOOD THROUGHOUT HIS LIFE, WiLL1iamM TAYLOR

sAYS oF VERSE 9 "“THERE IS NO REAPING ASSURED
TO ISOLATED EFFORTS, OR TO FITFUL SPASMODIC
LABOR, BUT ONLY TO THE SUSTAINED COURSE

OF PERSEVERANCE IN WELL DOING.'

[11. THE GLORY OF THE CROSS IS THE ONLY
GLORY THAT COUNTS - Verses 12-13

MAN’'S GLORY IS A FADING GLORY._ Ask JIMMY
CARTER, RICHARD NIXON, GERALD FORD, RONALD
REAGAN AND GEORGE BUSH - THEIR "GLORY" HAS
FADED FROM THE EVENING NEWS - IT IS GONE, MEN
GLORY IN BUILDINGS, BRIDGES, BUSINESS. THEY
GLORY IN WHAT THEY ARE AND DO - THE FLESH LOVES
IT. PAUL SAID HIS PRIMARY GLORY WAS AND
SHOULD BE IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST. ACCORDING
T0 ¥ , CHRIST IS NOT LOOKING FOR PEOPLE
WHO DALS ON THEIR PARADE UNIFORMS BUT
RATHER THOSE WHO BEAR SSARS FOR THEIR WORK.
THE WORD MARK . IS THE GREEK_WORD STIGMATI.
PAUL WAS A MARKED MAN BUT HE WAS MARKED BY
SCARS OF SUFFERING., I|HE WORD\STIGMATI WAS
USED TO DESCRIBE SLAVES WHO HAD, BEEN BRANDED
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OR MARKED BY THEIR SLAVE OWNER. WE ALL
UNDERSTAND WHAT IT MEANS TO BEAR THE SCARS OF
@ SIN THAT LEAVE MARKS ON MIND AND BODY FOR A
LIFETIME. | HAVE SELDOM MET ANYONE WHO WAS
PROUD OF THE SCARS OF SIN. BY CONTRAST, PauL
WAS PROUD OF THE MARKS HIS MINISTRY HAD LEFT
oN HIS BoDY. ((EVERY GRADE SCHOOL STUDENT LS
gwARE OF THE COMMON PRACTICE OF STUDENTS
RAWING THE INITLALS OF A "TRUE_LOVE" INSIDE
A_HEART ON THE ARM. [T IS—A-KID S WAY OF
EXPRESSING-AEEECTION . E, YOUNG
PEOPLE EXCHANGE RINS OR RINGS AS A MATTER OF
EXPRESSING IN AN OUIWARD WAY INWARD AFFECTION.
SLAVES WERE ATTACHED TO PAGAN. TEMPLES AND
WERE BRANDED FOR LIFE WITH THE NAMES OF
DEITIES THEY PROFESSED TO SERVE. OTHER SLAVES
AND EVEN SOLDIERS WORE THESE BRANDS ON THEIR
BODIES AS MARKS OF OWNERSHIP AND DEDICATION.
. As A MATTER OF FACT, HEBREW SERVANTS WERE
" BRANDED IN AN INTERESTING WAY. (Exopus 21:1-6)
PAUL REMINDED THE GALATIANS THAT HE WAS THE
SLAVE OF CHRIST AND HE BORE ON HIS BODY MARKS
SUCH AS THE STONING AT LYSTRA, THE BEATING
AT PHILLIPI AS EVIDENCES OF HIS DEVOTION TO
THE CAUSE OF JESUS CHRIST AND THE GLORY OF THE
CROSS. "IN THE cross OF CHRIST | GLORY,
"TOWRING O ER_THE WRECKS OF TIME; ALL THE L IGHT
OF SACRED STORY GATHERS ROUND ITS HEAD SURBI IME.
SO WROTE JOHN BO STRANGE WORDS FOR A
E-LONG WHO SEEMED TO UNDERSTAND
THE DOCTRINE OF THE IRINITY! THE TUNE TO THIS
SONG WAS WRITTEN IN JI849% BY A CHURCH ORGANIST
AT CENTRAL Barzist CHURCH oF NorwicH, CONN.
A PASTOR WAS PREACHING A SERIES OF SERMONS ON
THE SUBJECT OF ATONEMENT. ON ONE PARTICULAR
/- SNOWY_MORNING THE CHOIR FAILED TO COME TO
SERVICE, THAT IS ALL EXCEPT ONE_SOPRANO.
IN DISGUST,. THE CHOIR_LEADER SLIPPED OUT THE

SIDE DOOR AND WENT HO LISTENING TO
-.IHE_SEﬂEENL_ HAT AFTERNOON, IN I
5 e
Covnpo o v “'L'Lur 'ﬁ’“) i Yy,

a_l\c‘-““ln‘ll;m QO "'\be. _%f;-\q 7 ?‘
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