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RoBERT K, SPRADLING NovemBer 12, 1978
P.M,

"BQEIISM QECQBDINr IQ EQBINI“IQNS”

OVER A PERIOD_OF YEARS, WE HAVE LOOKED AT MANY
PASSAGES 1* THE N.T, DEALING WITH THE SUBJECT OF
BAPTISM. [IHE PRIMARY TEXTS ARE_MATTHEW 28, Rom. &
AND VARIOUS PASSAGES IN THE4u£§ZZﬁéHE5§T“ AT OUR
LAST SERVICE WE CONSIDERED SOME OF THE.DLEEICULT
MERSES IN THE BOQK Q S WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON

THE SCRIPTURALCMODE)OF BAPTISM, WHILE SEARCHING
H TO THIS VITAL BIBLE DOCTRINE,

WAS IMPRESSED WITH THEJﬂﬂiﬁ%&£h¥.£ﬂ&Jﬂ£f?£NﬁE
ANS 6:3-1 5:4,5

oL, AND 1 PETER ALONG HITH GAL. :27
SUM' UP THAT SUBJECT IN 1TS ENTIRE THE CORINTHIAN
TErEER LS SEVERAL TNEESTUIE e INFORMATIVE

REFERENCES TO THE SUBJECT AND THIS WJ\LL BE THE BASIS
OF OUR CONSIDERATION TONIGHT. \."2

[. I CorintHrans 1:13-17 3§k‘f°
PAUL 1S_NOT MINIMIZING BAPTISM IN THIS PASSAGE,
#» HE IS SIMPLY PUTTING MATTERS IN THEIR_ER&EER_QR
.ﬁéﬁLLQAL_QRDEB. NoWHERE IN THE WORD OF GOD IS BAPTISM
TIONED AS THE PRIMARY MISSION OF THE BELIEVER.
OUR BASIC RESPONSIBILITY AS BELIEVERS AND IN THE

CHURCH OF CHRIST IS TO.EBEALHLIHE_ﬁﬁSEEL; THAT IS,

JO _EVANGELIZE AND NOT JO-BAPTIZE. BAPTISM IS A
SECQNDARXTMAIIEB AND NOT THE PRIMARY GOAL OF THE ¥
GOSPEL, |HE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CHURCH IS TO
MAKE_HLSQLELEEAEEEgggH THE TEACHING AND PREACHING OF
THE GOSPEL., COMES_AEFER A PERSON KNOWS

JESUS CHRIST IN A PERSONAL WAY,
ALWAYS TAKES SOME JUSTIFIABLE DOCTRINE AND PUTS IT

IN A WRONG: - . |HESE WORDS WERE
MENTIONED BY FAUL IN THE CONTEXT OF A_CHURCH DIVIDED

_____ AND SPLIT OVER DOCTRINAL PROBLEMS.

TﬁETHIS PASSAGE PAUL EMPHASIZES THE FACT THAT THE
HUMAN AG OR PASTOR WHO BAPTIZES A CONVERT TO
'ﬂﬁﬁT@T“l% OF LITTLE IMPORTANCE WHEN COMPARED TO THE
ONE IN WHOSE NAME THE BELIEVER 1S BAPTIZED. PAUL
WAS NOT SEEKING TO DRAW PEOPLE TO HIMSELF BUT RATHER
To CHRIST. CHURCH ORDINANCES ARE IMPORTANT BUT THEY

~m ARE NOT A PRIMARY THRUST OF THE CHURCH. [HE
RECURRING THEME_OF THIS PASSAGE IS THE=PRSOR
PREACHING.

" -
+ PAUL Nag_ugI_BELLIILLNG-BAEILSg; ‘As A
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MATTER_OF FACT, THERE WERE NO UNBAPTIZED B VERS IN
THE N.T, BuT PEOPLE WERE NOT FORGIVEN OF THEIR_SINS
#™ ON THE BASIS OF FOLLOWING A CHURCH ORDIRANCE! THE
MESSAGE OF BAPTISM DID NOT CLEANSE BUT_RATHER THE
MESSAGE OF THE CROSS. [N ONE RESPECT PAUL WAS VERY
MUCH LIKE THE LORD, THAT IS, HE BAPTIZED._VERY FEW
CONVERTIS,=BUT LIKE CHRIST, DELEGATED TH5 RESPONSI-
ILITY OF BAPTISM TO HIS . (JuNG:IFF)
HERE 1S SOME INDICATION IN SCRIPTURE THAT PETER
FOLLOWED THE SAME PRACTICE (*J PAUL MAKES
IT VERY CLEAR THAT EVEN AN IMPORTANT RITE LIKE
BAPTISM MUST AKE—SECOND_ELAﬁE TO THE PREACHING OF
THE GOSPEL., [|HRouGHouT THE N.T. THIS IS OUR
PRIMARY RESPONSBILITY. [|HE MAIN BUSINESS OF THE

CHURCH IS TO PROCLAIM THE MESSAGE OF CHRIST'S
REDEMPTIVE WORK ON THELCRDSS. NoTICE IN SUMMARY

S
JO THE NATURAL MAN, AS A MATTER OF FACT, IT-ARBREALS
T [

IT IS THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL THAT IS LOOKED
UPON A8=FOOLISHNESS. EVERY RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION
ADMINISTERS BAPTISM FOR VARIOUS REASONS BUT THE
EMPHASIS OF THE WORD OF GOD IS ON THE PREACHING OF

~ CHRIST,

[I. 1 CoRINTHIANS 10:2

THE USAGE OF THE TERM tﬁEE%::::>IN THIS VERSE

HAS AROUSED MUCH DISCUSSION., THOSE WHO OPPOSE
AS THE SCRIPTURAL MODE OF BAPTISM FLEE TO

THIS PASSAGE AS_PROOF FOR THEIR DOCTRINE. HOWEVER,
THIS IS TO IGNORE THE CLEAR TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE
ON THE MODE OF BAPTISM. IHE EMPHASIS Iy THIS V.
IS ON LEABERSHIP AND IDENHFICATION, |HE CHILDREN
OF ISRAEL WeRE LEADING A LIFE OF SLAVERY AND WERE
BEING.IDENTIEIED WITH THEIR . THE

FICATION

OF THE_OLD LIFE IN EGYPT AND OF A_NEW LIFE IN THE

DIRECTION OF THE-PROMISED-LAND, THAT_IS EXACTLY

WHAT BAPTISM IS TO THE NEW BELIVER. [T IS IDENTIFICA:

TIOﬁ WITH CHRIST AN OUTWARD SIGN OF ONE'S ALLEGIANCE
o H1

M AND OF HIS LEADERSHIP IN THE BELIEVER'S LIFE,
-jiE_ﬁLﬂEB IN THE TEXT SPOKE OF I%EEEE!E&%%%%QQQF
BY THE LORD AND.IHE SEA, SPOKE OF NCE:™ [HE
~ CLOUD AND THE SEA SPOKE OF GUTDANCE AND DELIVERANCE

WITH REFERENCE TQ THE OLD LIFE. BY ONE THEY LEFT
THE OLD LIFE IN EGYPT BY THE OTHER THEY ENTERED
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INTO A NEW LIFE IN CANAAN,
[TT, 1Cor, 12:13

IN MY JUDGEMENT, THIS VERSE HAS NOTHENG TO DO
WITH WATER BAPTISM, nATFR BA%T&SM D?ES NOT PUT A
BELIEVER INTO CHRIST. AL. HIS SPEAKS OF
THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ABOUT WHICH WE SPOKE
OF THIS MORNING AND THE BELIEVER'S UNITY AND UNION
WITH THE BODY OF CHRIST,

IV. I Cor. 15:29
ONE RELIGIOUS CULT USES THIS VERSE AS A BASIS
FOR .BARTIZING.LIVE.RPEQPIF IN A EURSTITUTIONARY WAY

FOR THOSE WHP HAVE DIED WITHOUT "HAVING THE OPPORTUNIT
OF BEING BAPTISED. HIS AGNORES THE CONTEXT OF
CH. A H 0 AN RAP NG MO

THE VERSE., IHIS PARTICULAR CULT TEACHES Z.' SOME

EARLY BELIEVERS GAVE THEMSELVES OVER TO BE_BAPTIZED
QN_BEHALE_QOE _FRIENDS_WHO HAD DIED WITHOUT.. BE%NG
IS

E

@ BAPTIZED. IT SPEAKS OF

YICARIOUS BAPTISM,
PRACTICE OF VICARIOUS M WAS CARRIED ON BY
RETICS IN THE SECOND CENTURY OF CHURCH HISTORY,
HE REASON WHY PEOPLE ADVOCATE VICARIOUS BAPTISM IS
THAT _BAPTISMAL REGNERATIONALLSIS LOOK UPON
AND SUGGEST THAT
SCRITPRE TEACHES THAT LIVING PEOPLE BE BAPTIZED
VICARIOUSLY ON BEHALF_OF DEAD_PEOPLE WHO LIVED AND
DIED .UNRBPTIZED AND UNBELIEVING, OF COURSE, THE
OBVIOUS PROBLEM IS THAT THIS KIND OF BAPTISM OF
HE LIVING FOR THE DEAD_LACKS SCRIPTURAL_AUTHORLTY.
ALVATION AND BAPTISM IS SOMETHING WE CHOOSE TO DO
AND CANNOT BE IMPOSED N_US OR_-ACCOMPL ISHED FOR
US BY SOME OTHER PERSON. IF ONE BELIEVES THAT
VICARIOUS BAPTISM IS WHAT IS MENTIONED IN THE VERSE
IT WOULD OBVSIOUSLY BE AN ERRONEOUS PRACTICE IN
THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH AND PAUL WOULD BE ARGUING
OX%Y-BA - HOWEVER, THE CLEARER

? THE
HOSE
WHO WERE BAPTIZED TOO% A YACAN
Iﬁﬂﬁﬁ_ﬁﬂﬂaﬂﬁﬂ_ﬂlﬁE HUS, EACH TIME ONE WAS BAPTIZED
IN THE CHURCH OF LORINTH, HE TOOK THE PLACE OF ONE
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WHO HAD LEFT A VACANT PLACE AMONG THE BELIEVERS IN
THE CHURCH. THIS IS BY FAR THE MOST ACCEPTABLE .
VIEW OR THE BETTER INTERPRETATION OF THIS VERSE,
THIS V. GIVES GOOD BASIS FOR THE BIBLICAL REASON.
FOR BAPTISM, HERE ARE SOME THINGS ONE MUST. DO FOR
HIMSELF, HE MUST RECEIVE CHRIST FOR HIMSELF, HE MUST
BE BAPTIZED FOR HIMSELF, HE MUST $TAND BEFORE LOD

ON THE STRENGTH OR MERIT OF HIS OWN LIFE.



RoBERT K. SPRADLING JunE 26, 1977

P:M.
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT BAPTISM
P
) (RELATE s OQUS EVENTS CONCERNING BAPTISMAL
SERVICES: ND TWO EVENTS AT NORTHVILLE;
THE gULhING AND THE LMREALNS THROUGH THE
FAN. ECENTLY WAS STARTLED BY AN ARTICLE IN THE

LEADING CHRISTIAN PERIODICAL CONCERNIN

WHO MET NEAR CHICAGO AT WHICH TIME THEY
DISCUSSED SEVERAL ISSUES, ONE HERALDING THE.?AERA;
<MENTAL QUAILTTLIES OF THE CHURCH ORDINANCES. HE
ARTICLE WAS A TIMELY REMINDER OF MAN S INCLINATION

>~ TOWARD VIEWING THE SACRAMENTS OR CHURCH ORDINANCES AS
¥ BEINGSSACRAMENIAECIN NATURE 0P OF LD Al

55 ol NI, |HE TECHNICAL PHRASE IS THEY _LQOK
& UPON CHURCH ORDINANCES AS ACE.

~\Y THEY ACTUALLY BELIEVE THAT
"/~ WORSHIPPER I FICACIOUS
\3 CONCERNED? EY ACTUALLY BELIEVE
7 SPRINKLED ON THE HEAD OF A PERSON BY A PRIEST OR
RELIGIOUS DIGNITARY DOES ANYTHING TO IMPART GRACE, TO
THE RECIPIENT?

) OTHER Adh
YgRDSB ? E -

R
) Ba 2 JNE-ON « :
Mogl,gggiééggaaggg ' NES AND HAS BEEN_THE
VICTIM lmaP;ﬁ§¥ﬁﬁﬁEESéN CHURCH HISTORY. THERE ARE
THOSE WHO SAY T ONE HAS BEEN BAPTISED, HE
CANNOT B SAVEDWEM SALVATION IS IN THE GREEXK
AND NOT Eiaagg. OTHER EXTREME IS BY TTOSE WHO SAY
. IT_IS THE
—.H.oa.va'!a. pr"pi nqq BAPTISM THAT Ws TMPORTANT. BOTH OF

THESE IGNOREAND OM+T MANY IMPORTAMT PORTIONS OF
THE WorD oF Gop. TH

PT _TO AVOID TWO BIBLE WORDS -
SATAN HATES THESE TWO

' OWEVER, NOWHERE DOES THE
IBLE TEACH THAT BAPTISM ISm,. FOR BELIEVERS.,
BELIEVERS IN THE N.T. WERE BAP AS A TYPE OF
NOT IN ORDER TO GET SAVED BUT BECAUSE THEY

el -

WERE SAVED., CONCERNING BAPTISM, VEN THE
LIBERTY_TO FOhLOW OUR OWN TASIES QR C OR
ou WHEN IT COMES TO THE MODE. AVE

OBSERVED WITH CONSIDERABLE INTEREST THAT SOME PEOPLE
/™ ARE QUICK TO MAKE A DECISION OR PROFFESION OF CHRIST IN

A CHURCH SERVICE BUT VERY-SLOW <GBl QRD LI
ISM., SOMETIMES THOSE SAME
PEOPLE FESS QUIC SE INTEREST IN THE
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THINGS OF THE LORD AND THEIR REFUSAL TO BE BAPTIZED
WAS INDICATIVE OF SQMETHING FAR DEEP R AND WRONG IN
't

DAPT DO "T SAVE THE SOUL BUT IT NC [ UP
TO US WHETHER WE WILL FOLLOW THE LORD OR NOT IN THIS
MATTER. T IS AN ACTMggﬁgiﬁgiﬁgﬂﬁ. EXPERIENCE,
BAPTISM HAS BEEN AN 1 CTRINE. HE SECOND
MOST SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN MY CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE,

WAS MY .BAPTISM. [T WAS NOTW IN NATURE
BUT IT WASLREJUVENATING IN BLESSING. |HERE ARE MANY
IMPORTANT AND VITAL PASSAGES IN THE WorD oF Gop oON

THE SUBJECT OF BAPTISM, BUT FOR OUR STUDY TONIGHT

WE WILL LIMIT IT TO THE BOOK OF ACTS. | HAVE OFTEN
SUGGESTED TO CANDIDATES FOR BAPTISM THAT THEY READ
THROUGH THE BOOK OF ACTS AND SEE THE EMPHASIS
SCRIPTURE PLACES ON THIS VITAL AND IMPORTANT DOCTRINE,

1. : 38~

SOME FOLKS LAY SUCH HEAVY EMPHASIS ON THIS V. AS
T0 SUGGEST THAT WITHOUT BAPTISM ONE NI BE SAVED.

PREPOSITION AND MAY RALLY BE TRANSLATED “WlId
RESRECT. TOLCORMITH A W TO HOWEVER, IT MUST —
“"BE REPT IN MIND THAT THEOLOGY WILL DETERMINE THE
INTERPRETATION OF THIS PARTICULAR VERSE. WHAT DOES
EVERY OTHER V. ON THE SUBJECT OF SALVATION SAY? WE
DO NOT BUILD DOCIRIMES ON OME-SINGLE V. OF SCRIPTURE.
ONE OF MY TEACHERS HAD AN INTERESTING REBUTTAL TO THE
BAPTISMAL REGENERATION GROUP. HE SUGGESTS THAT THERE

MAY BE A FEW VERSES WHICH SEEM F&W&Nﬁw
Wﬂﬁ&%ﬂﬂ- OWEVER
H ED OUT THAT IN THE GOSPEL HN THE WORD

S MENTIONED DOZENS OF TI 2

THINK IT IS IMPORTANT TO

E BOOK OF ACTS IS TRANSITIONAL IN
NATURE AND NOT LY DOCTRINAL IN NATURE.,

2, Acrs 8:38-39 ik, Sray; Coyy

[ AM AWARE OF THE FACT THAT CERTAIN PORTIONS OF
A THIS CHAPTER HAVE QUESTIONABLEMANUSCRIPT-PROBEEMS.
HOWEVER, OVER TOP OF THESE WE SEE THE PICTURE OF A

SAVED MAN WHO GANTER AND WHO WA TO BE B D
THIS v. Is VE FUL IN SUGGESTING THE PROPER%@EEEB

\ A
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OF BAPTISM. IT HAS BEEN MY CONTENTION FOR MANY YEARS
THAT ANY PERSON COMING TO THE DIBLE WITHQUI THEOLOGICAL
PREDJUDICE OR BIAS WOULD COME TO THE_CUNCEUSIO? THAT

IS THE SCRIPTURAL MODE OF BAPTISM, HE
PHRASE.—THEY WENT DOWN BOTH-INTO-—FHE-WATER . THEY

"

CAME_UP OUT OF THE WATER.::+ SUGGESTS «hidMERSLON :

3, Acts 9:18 -

SAUL OF JARSUS INDICATED THE OBEDIENCE OF HIS
RESPONSE TO LHRIST BY SUBMITTING _TO WATER BAPTISM.
THERE IS SOMETHING VERY SIGNIFICANT ABOUT SAUL'S
SUBMITTING TO THE CHRISTIAN RITE OF BAPTISM, IT
INDICATED A-COMPLETE CHANGE IN HEART AND APPROACH TO
RELIGION.

4, Acts 10:43-48

NOTICE THE OBVIOUS AND CLEAR TEACHING OF
[T LINKS REM

Mmeuuﬁwnmm. HE REFERENCE
IN THE CONTEXT OF CHAPTER IS THE BAPTISM OF GENTILES.

EVING” IN V. 34 LITERALLY MEANS
VANCE HQAVEINER SUGGESTS THAT TODAY
AT THEY BELIEVE, BUT HERE IS

B WHAT HE BELIEVED. AFTER HE
MESSAGE HE FOLLOWED THE LORD

HERE 1S ANOTHER ONE OF THOSE VERSES WHICH OH THE
0

SURFACE S INK_SALVATIQN WITH BAPTISM. WEVER,
THE WORD IS AND *
LITERALLY ] Edﬁhﬁiﬁﬂﬁ IN

HE LORD
iHE N.T. ORDER IS

ALWAYS BELFEVE AND™E ¢hn;é;d41.

————————




RKS A M,
SEPTEMBER 14, 1975
Nh;ékqu S
Q, A Focus oN F‘.gsTs“) ,O

(l) ONE OF THE CUSTOMS OF MY GRANDPARENTS HAD TO DO
WITH THE * WHEN MOST QF THE EIGHT 3
CHILDREN WOULD STOP IN TO VISIT ON SUNDAY
AFTERNOON, IT WOULD NOT BE_UNUSUAL FOR MY |
TO FEED_.Z OR MORE PEOPLE :
ON THAT DAY, HOWEVER, ONE OF THE DISTRESSING ‘&K N\
vei. ASPECTS WAS THAT THE CHILDREN HAD TO WAIT FOR S
'p:@%‘ ' HE ADULTS WOULD ALWAYS EAT \ &
TABLE BECAUSE THERE WAS
, WHILE THE CHILDREN
OULD WAIT UNTIL THEY HAD COMPLETED THE MEAL.
HIS WASaMOL-ALWAY.S.DONF, BUT ONNOCCASEONS WHEN
THE CROWD WAS LARGE THIS WAS THE PROCEDURE, [T
WAS SHEER F OR G ROWLNG=BOY | N?w THE

PROCESS IS REVERSED - KIDS CQME FIRST Y )
TREAT IN THIS ION.

HEY ASK THE LORD TO WAIT —SibaNeibiinf | 1N
. - THE D E_TO fﬁg\%$§

=T A

Y

RLH ORK"EVEN [
(HTS PHILLOSOPH kSO o NE W AME]

T IS SOMETHING CONSIDERABLY
LESS THAN GENUINE FAJTH. IN NO

PAGAN RELIGION
F THE WORLD IS "GOD" TREATED WITH SUCH DISDAIN,
HE BIBLE SUGGESES THW RE ARE M
WHICH BELONG TO GOD: HE FIRST o
EVERY DAY - (MARk 3:35 ND IN THF !EQIFEET\(
RISING lIP A GREAT WHILE BEFORE DAY, E WENT

0 AND DEPA 0D A 0 AR

;E\LERL%W;, ’ FIRST ML OF EVERY WEEK -
(Acts 20:7) "AND UIPON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK,
|M&HED_UNMEML_BM_QEEAM

THE MORROW: AND CONTINUED HIS SPEECH UNTIL

MIDNIGHT.  DBELLEVERS SOMET THAT

THE FIRST DA OE THE WEEK IéMEﬁEffﬁggia_ﬁlx -

ALL DAY ! It 1s NoT THE LORD"S HQUR, OR ,

E-&F%MMQHW; IT IS THE LORD
P HI A¥ IS SET ASIDE FOR REST AND W

OF GoD. gﬁg ITHE LORD REQUIRES THE FIRST

PORTION OF OUR . MANY BELIEVERS ARE TOO

BUSY TO SERVE_THE LORD. THEY NEVER HAVE TIME &,

TO STUDY THE BIBLE, WITNESS, OR BE FAITHFUL s

R
R T T T —"
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IN THE SERVICES OF GOD. THE, QUE&;ION COMES
™ TO MIND "TO BUSY DOING WHAT? H% 8
| BEGUERES [3E OR-

(] E-EJ(

INTHIANS
E_OF YOU Y _BY 10D
PROS v ANY UHRISTIANS LOOK

UPON THIS AS AN UNBESERABLE-DUEY. WHEN IT
BECOMES A BLESSING AND A PRIVILEGE, IT WILL OPEN

ENTIREL Y SEWeDEMENSION el CHR LSTLAN L LVING .
ORD_R QUIF;ES FERST PLACE IN oum

EROM THE DEAD: THAT IN ALL THINGS HE_MIGHT HAVE
~IHE PREEMINENCE.- IN THE L THE

WORD ~FIRST APPEARS IN THE

SEVERAL TIMES. FROM THE REPEATED USAGE OF THIS
TERMt LET US ESTABLISH
ouShess

GL?EQ;&HU

—— 51__ ¢<T‘!-— (F!rri—
'

VAIl N_SHOUL %% T \
THEW b: A
" Pes T o é&r'gﬂnﬂ~dé3
N THIS VERSE IS IN A "MORRY CONTEXT.” "THE LITTLE
PHRASE . APPEARS REPEATEDLY IN
JHE_CHAPTER. [N THE CONTEXT, GOD_IS SAYING THAT

MEN ARE

()= V] A
qynm;ufi"

AN SHOULD BE THE
JESUS TOLD
AIN IN ORDER TO
ON SHOULD BE

THE PAGANS.

THAT HE M*S
SEE THAT KINGDOM. HIS INFORMATI

THE
HE. WORD I TEXT
+s A_GOOD BIBLE WORD BUT GROSSLY MISUNDERSTOOD.
BIBLE TEACHES THAT THERE ARE Jili OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS, NAMELY, AND : LD
.~ | YOU LIKE TO KNOW WHAT GOD THINKS OF ALL OF
THOSE MNehGEmREORLE, WHO THINK THEY ARE GOING TO
HEAVEN BY BEING GOOD, OBSERVING THE GOLDEN
RULE, KEEPING THE 10 COMMANDMENTS, OR WORKING

Bos & &’m o — ')/f X% first - NQT Aa-t foas ‘-l-""‘rl.)

“kr - CIQ—% &)

"-\ CS—OMAAL‘L! 1“4-—- w;a.u/,) J
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THEIR FINGERS TO THE BONES IN A LOCAL CHUR OR

cuagt;x9 I
»~» THEIR_FAVORITE / SAIAH TELLS ACTLY
WHAT GOD THINKS: UT WE ARE ALL AN UNCLEAN

THING, AND ALL QU SS%S ARE AS
FILTHY RAGS: ... ICTURE A
LEPER WITH HIS BOIL D SORES AND THE WRAPPINGS

WHICH GO AROUND SUCH AS THE PICTURE OF THE TEXT.)
TO GO TO HEAVEN BUT

NOT OUR OWN Wmtﬂlss BUT THE
EIGHTEOUiNESS oF His soN THE LorD JEsus CHRIST.

STOOD AT THE SUMMIT OF RELIGIOUS
RIGHTEOUSNESS. [F ANY MAN COULD HAVE MADE IT
BY VIRTUE OF HIS-BigiﬁiﬂHS-?AGKﬁRﬂHNﬂ AND WORKS,
IT WOULD HAVE BEEN SAUL OF [ARSUS. HIS ANALYSIS
IS DESCRIBED IN
HILIPPIA i FOUND 1 M, NOT HAV

S WHICH IS OF GOD BY FAITH,

COMES NOT gv BUT BY FAITH.

HE IN MATTHEW 0:33 1S THAT OF RIGEEEOMNS-
NESS . IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW YOUR
f\“ PIRITUAL CONDITION TODAY, ASK THIS QUEST®®N,

HE SINGLE gosr IMPORTANT DECISION IN LIFE IS
TO RECEIVE JESUS CHRIST AS SAVIOUR - MOLHING IS
MORE IMPORTANT AS THIS. WE ARE TOLD TO SEEK
THIS RIGHTEQUSNESS. |HE éBLE Agsg TEACHES

HERE ARE - I PETER 5:8 AND LUKE

9:10. - THE TEXT SAYS THAT WE SHOULD THINK OF

BUT IN FACT MOST OF US THINK OF HIM

_IN OUR LIVES. JaOR=GRRSTHES RS.OF
Lo ~ AFTER WE HAVE RUINED OUR
OW GOD GRUMBS AND EXPECT HIM T@mRid

AIN,. LIFE IS FILLED WITH
VITAL DECISIONS NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH IS OUR
LIFES VOCA®&@N, MA = PARTNER, EDUCALLON,
BUT -OVERSHADOWENG-Alsk THESE IS THE MATTER
OF RERSONA=SALVATLON IN CHRIST - NoPuNﬁ IS
MORE IMPORTANT THAN THIS DECISION. [HE BIBLE

SAYS SQiam Seck Rureltim Far. (Fink & Leamcibe)

. ECT OUR WORSHIP OF GOD -
b aa |l ﬁ%%é%é%ﬂ%@%&ﬁﬂEEE
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THE TERMS IN THIS VERSE SUCH Asillg ND
“ SUGGESTTHAT IT I =XT. |HE SCENE
IS ONE “IN WHICH BROUGHT A SPECIFIC
SACRIFICE INTO THEf RREA . S$E HIM MOVE
THROUGH THE VARIOUS COURTS OF THE JEMPLE -
\AMEN , AND BEYOND

THE COURT OF THE A qﬁu
THAT WAS THE S WHICH NO
WORSHIPPER WAS ALLOWED TO GO. AS HE STANDS

READY TO OFFER HIS ShGRiFhEEmiOmliibmRRbEST ,
HE SUDDENLY REMEMBERS A BROTHER AND A WRONG

DOING CH HAS AFFECTED THEIR RELATIONSHIP IN

LIFE. IS TO E;

MUST D G QUICKLY.
AND MAK

A AT 1F A MAN HAD DONE S HING WRQMNG

DISTURB HIS RELLOWSHIP WITH GOD, THE SACRIFICE

AS '

ATTHEW s!ﬁ Tﬁsﬁ OF TRYING TO MAINTAIN

FELLOWSHIP WITH UWOD WHILE IGNORING OUR _RELATION-

SHIP TO OU§ FELLOWMAN, S A CHRISTIAN
BROTHER . HE TEXT SAYS

0D WAS LOOKING

P THE WORSHIPPER AND_NOT-THE
EN WOULD

AND NO
JUiEETnE REVERSE &
) QT ww

FQRGLVE T??% VERY

UGGESTS THAT A BROTHER

,‘,a;aazﬁuﬁay HAS A COMPLAINT AGAINST US. IT IS
TRUE THAT SOME FOLK WILL ALWAYS—BE-AGALNST

. BUT WHERE OUR
REMINDS US THAT WE HAVE WRONGED

ok AND AS THE.Han.SE;ﬁ;J PROMPTS IN
ACH CASE FOR US TO BE THE HONEST JUDGE,
THEN IT IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO GO TO
BROTHER AND CORPECT THE PROBLEM M@

T HAS EVERYTHING TO DO.WITH.OUR WORSHIP

OF GoD. As WE APPLY THE PRINCIPLES SET FORTH
IN THIS VERSE.



Py

-
s T G T, ‘..@

[T, %?!!&!EQ OF _OTHERS !S HEHAI[X HYPOCRITICAI
i - MaTTHEW /:1-

HE WORD “ “ IN THE TEXT MEANS TO CRITICIZE.
HE VERSE IS SAYING THAT THE CHR}STIAN SHOULD
T IS TRUE THAT
THE BIBLF DOES SPEAK OF ~@ERFAdN=kiNDS~OF

T?mnusui WHICH ARE APRROVED AND REQUIRED BY THE
ORD. FOR EXAMPLE, TH OF THE
BELIEVER IN | CORINTHIANS

ARE RE D TO DISCIPLINE MEMB THTANS
5:5—12%m BY GOVERNMENT ARE
REQUIRED;, RE IS E

_ MM-Savs Mine

FOR BELIEVERS. JOHN 7/:

w- HE RELIGIOUS LEADERS
IN ISRAEL WERE MAKING JUDGMENTS OF OTHER PEOPLE

(:;)EIBLE SPEAKS OF A_' IN WHICH THE
#» LORD WILL JUDGE SAINT AND SINNER. IN THﬁ
y IS

ASED ON AND sRARTbAlndMEORMALLON .  THE
ORD WASJ#§E§N ﬁIS DISCIPLES TO BE: 2 AND

PASSAGE IN MATTHEW, THE LORD IS _TELLING
_OWN TO_STOP_BEING - e

HIS SIN IS
IS PROBABLY THE

anus AND 1
GREAT SIN IN CHURCHES.
EVEREHING A
PERSON IN¥0 A MISERABLE GROUCH WHOM NOBODY CAN

PLEASE! LORD REMINDS US THAT WM
FALRIN- OURCRITICISM OF OTHERS. F THE PERSON

IS A FRLEND WE ARE PRONE TO GO ZQQ EASY, IF

HE IS A _EQE WE ARE PRONE TO BmﬂEﬁE. We
ARE PRONE TO SBARE AND POINT OUR FINGER AT THE
FAULTS OF QTHERS WHILE COMPLETELY IGNORING OUR

sFAILURE. FOR EXAMPLE, ARE YOU CRITICAL QF

1

™

SERMQN, SINGING , PRQﬁﬁﬁﬁS; IN YOUR CHURCH? You
HAVE NO RIGHT TO BE ESS YOU ARE WILLING TO

PUT A HAN? TO THE PLOW AND = SITUA
BETFER! [F YOU GO HOME on.gﬁkoﬂ$ﬂﬁﬂﬁ‘ﬂﬂﬂiag
BOUT EVERYTHING THAT HAS BEEN DONE IN THE
Qouse OF GOD, THIS IS THE WORST KIND OF SIN!

HIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT THERE ARE NOT.RPROBLEM
.Lﬁ;;ﬂﬂ:&nNs IN EVERY AREA IN LIFE, BUT THEY
ESERVE

AND NOT YOUR
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PN m (I HEARD OF A PRSTOR
WHO HAD INTERESTING METHOD OF DEALING WITH P <k
gag;gggém. WHEN A PERSON WOWED COME TO HIS 3
/,STUDY WITH SOME PARTICULAR GRIPF OR COMRLAINT,,
/HE HAD A~TARE_RECORDER WHICH HE WQULD TURN ON
ND SAY TO THE PERSON GRIPPING - | AM GOING
RANSCREBE

YOUR.EQMELALNT AND HAVE YOU

QT !) THERE IS HARDLY A PERSON
LIVE WHO HAS NOT BEEN THE @WBIM OF SOMEONE'S
[ SJUDGMENT ANDuCRIFECALTONGUE. ~YET WE WHO
HAVE BEEN THE VICTIM OF THIS VERY THING ARE

P TO PRACTICE THE SAME SIN ON OTHERS.

IV, E_OPPQ TY 1O SERVE THE ORD BEGINS
AY A OMORROW - MATTHEW S:22 (&

Y ou , REMEMBER, THE OLD STORY ABOUT,THE ugg

BEEMS' AND THE qguua_EE§ AND THE

. IN THE STORY, A DISCIPLE OF THE LORD D TO
' BE ALLOWED TO o FATHER AND
THEN HE WOULD FOLLOW THE ORD, [T DOES APPEAR

AS IF JESUS IS el OF

DISCIPLESHIP., HOWEVER, THERE M

BENEATH THE TEXT WHIQH WE DO NOT SEE. AT FIRST

IT SEEMS ASLIF Eﬁ REQUEST IS UNDihlsMesSEMERE .

HOwEVER, ASE , OBERTSON POINTS OUT THAT THIS

MAN 1S_SIMPLY OMERWGAUBMOMS. |HERE IS NO P

INDICATTON IN THE TEXT THA .

THE PROBABILITY IS THAT THE FATHER HAS 3

AND THE MAN IS SAYING THAT Wi HIS FATHER IS W

DEAD HE W}LL T

BERORE, [T WAS VITAL IN R A SON TO

FULFILL lem HIS PARENTS BEFORE ANYTHING

ELSE WAS DONE. UNDOUBTEDLY THIS MAN «1§ SAYING

i HEN MY w HAVE

> 1 WILL BE FREE TO FOLLOW THE LORD.

JESUS 1S SAYING THAT THIS LS. NOT.hE=idY TO

SERVE GOD. WE WAIT FOR A q
TO SERVE THE LORD, WE WILL WAIT Com-
. MENT REGARDING& AND HIS TAKING HIS
SON TO SCHOOL. HE DID NOT FEEL MIDELE;AE?D BUT
WAS FACED WITH THE FACT THAT HE WAS NOW HIS
FATHERS AGE IN EELATIONSHIP TO THE. TIME WHEN
HIS FATHER HAD TAKEN HIM TO SCHOOL.)
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LIFE MOVES BEFORE US Ca
GONE._ WHAT WE

IS THE TEST OF DISCIPLESHIP. To AVOID
GLECT THIS OPPORTUNITY OF TODAY IS TO

T | A R e T T A
I ING CO ED WITH A
OF D oN.  GOD CALLS US Tom..-fvod/a«_
E <NOBLE IS, AND WE MUST DECID A
E.MOMENE TO DO HIS BIDDING. HOW MANY TIMES
D IMPRESSED UPON US TO MOVE UP TQ
y BUT THE,mn.mm.x.EAs;E&a.m.n.mmm.n#:‘i
&« UOUR LORD IS NOT TRYING TQ DISCOURAGE
ENTHUSIASTIC DISCIPLESHIP, BUT HE IS TRYING TO
SHOW HIS DISCIPLES THAT CHRISTIANITY,AND
ESPECIALLY CHRISTIAN SERVICE,
OUR OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE THE LORD IS .
HE REQUIRES US TO CGHHTTiiIiiiiii AND EIZE
THE OPPORTUNITY NOW. REMEMBER ONLY VAGUELY
A STORY OF A MISSIONARY WHO WAS AN ONLY CHILD,
WHO EAD BEE? CALLED TO A DISTANT LAND TO SERVE
THE LORD., [HE STORY RELATES THE HEARTACHE HIS

ELDERY PARENTS AND HIMSELIF WENT THROUGH
AS HE BOARDED THE SHIP, HE QUESTION QF WHAT

TO DO AND - FAMILY OR CHRIST.
ELATE STORY\IN JOHN JESS PAPER.

. IT IS THE
%hND OF SACRIFICE AND QBEDIENCE FEW KNOW.
L\oSA O FL ; lgf_g,?
AU Tr B "
&Fb\w—-—— M/'E'Y} M\S§:MS-.. /L)(T_ 5@'}5




THE BIBLE AND MISSIONS

In the area where I was raised, missions is
something about 5 ladies engage in about once each
quarter, rolling bandages, sending some used clothing to
missionaries and once each year the denomination gets our
check for 50 or $#60 and that if "missions" in the church,
One of the favorite sayings in that area is that "charity
JDegins at home=~let the poor Africans take care of thesr
own problems,."

Pleasant Valley shared somewhat of that vidion.
The church was falling in, couldn't get a preacher, thingsz
were in bad shape. Little by little the missions budget
began to climb==burden==-you could feel the pulse of the
church was "missions"=--it became the conversation at and
after meetings=--now & prosperous church--missions is up and
the pastor's salary has more than doubled and yet hundreds
of dollars of repairs etc. ljssions is the heart and soul
of a church== without it the church is a dead shell.
In the Gospel of Matthew there are three commands %o you
and me about missions:

I. PRAY== Matthew 9:38
Text: There is something sad aboutthis picture,
le people without a true shepherd
2. Fields ready to be harvested yet labors who
are too busy at something ebse.
Ae. NOtice Christ's Attitude=-Ours Should Be The Seme

l. He saw

2e He was moved with compassion

S« He began to talk about==-praying!

B. Prayer and Missions

Tdeas from "The Bible Basis of Missions" by Robert

Hall Glover.

l. Prayer is not an optunal, unimportant hit or miss
thing. Prayer is a service=-God moves when we
prayl A missionaries success on the field might
depend on our faithfulness in this area. Pmyer is
vital, DNever say "I'll .pray for you--to a miss-

o i \ thatl
2. Why Is Prayer So Necessary?
The nature of the obghagles on the foreign field.
ae We can't imagine the power of moral darkness--
can almost be felt. (Ever go into a room and
"feel"” someone is there--missionaries encounter
restraints--only pryaer can give vietory over
thesel
be *¥lr, Bailey in Southern Rhodesia and the snake,
Jonaihan Goforth: "When I came %o England
I met a certain saint of Gode We talked about
the revival in China , and she gave me certain
dates when God specially pressed her to pra*:Al/
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"BOUND TO GIVE THANKS" . (74"~ <

'eP P
f

A thankful Christian is a thinking Christian. Then we
are unthankful, it is indicative that we are not thinking,
ﬁ To be a thankful person is certainly a blessing to us and to
others., "e spend a great deal of time and energy with our
children teaching them to say "yes mam, and y&s_sir, "thank
¥au etc. And yet many of us have forgotten the importance of
this in the Christian life.

Anyone would be thankful, at least in a measure, if
someone gave them a large sum of money, 2 new car, a new
home, new clothes-—we are thnakful for tiiimgs but may I say
these are not the most important things for +hich to be thank-
ful. Look at the life of Paul:

1. Redemption—-—Col, 1:12-13

R+ Deliverance--Acts 28:15

3. Ministry--1 Tim, 1:12

4, Brethren--1 Cor, 1:4 (Kemember all the trouble they had
caused Paul=-yet thankful for them.)

I. CHOSEN TO SALVATION

This cuts the gound from under the natural man, le vante
to do everything for himself--God says He chose us to
salaation! (Chuck Senniff-~hardest lesson)
ﬁ Like all great doctrines, there is need of % in
- viewing them--like the headlights on a car. The Bible
teaches the _goyerignty of God and also the res
ild « Some folk make these great truths the
"speamhead" of their doctrine and they go to the extent
that the men did in the day of Capey =nd Judsen—-"If God
wants to save the heathen He will do it without you."
fThis great truth is a family truth and should never be
taken out of its Biblical context and it is never taughts
without first the offer of the gospel!
Verses on Divine Calling: (Always for holy purposes)
1, John 15:16, Exkx "fruitful believers"
2+ Eph. 1:4=~ holy
3. Eph, 1:12--glory of God
The Sible never te ] :
—braesented to all and men decide for or against it.
(1) If men are saved=-no credit
(2) Lf men are lost, they alone are responsible--God does
not predestine some to Hell and some to Heaven.
Value of Divine Selection:
1. Exalts God--lan if not the end
W 2. Conmfopfs the believer--Rom. 8:28 written to believers}
- 3« ¢ - icd from under man
(McYlain's talking with a moral man.)
Remember it is not thah men_gap't be saved but thegwenlt be

L .l -\




IT. SANCTIFICATION OF THE SPIRIT

lMany strange ideas about sanctification. Our only safe
position, what does the Bible say? Experience will lead you
astray. (Ivan French in a meeting——newemscne-verss.)
Simple meaning: A
"to set apart, to separate." '"holy, holiness, saint"
In the 0.T. ref. to setting apart of things for God such as
houses, figlds, tabgrpacle, 8abbath., #lso of persons such
as the fipstborn, priests, peeple. (Belonged to CGod)
The Bible talks about sanctification in 3 tenses:

1. Past Sanctification —"by blood"
Heb, 13:12-13— At Calvary this makes us God's possession
forever,
Heb, 10:10=14-- Once for all, our standing not our state,
Agts 26:18
2. Present Sanctification—by the Word

Refers to the present work of the Holy “pirit in which we
are being set apart from sin and nearer Uod in practical
hdiness.

1. John 17:17

2. John 13

3. 2 Cor. 3:18 Luke 22:60

3. Future Sanctification
1 Thess, 5:23

The thirsty soul seeks after God. Many folk are very s incere
who get mixed up in all kinds of "holiness" movements.

The only safe Bible holiness is that which the Spirit gives.
##Story in Aldrich book.

ITI. COMFORT AND CONSOLATION

I am ghd that Paul paints a bright bicture after that
early picture of Anti-Christ. I am thankful for the
peace and comfort I heve in Christ--for this we are bound
to give thanks.



Rev., RoBERT K. SPRADLING JANUARY £, 1930
P.M,

THE CALLS OF CHRIST

SOME PEOPLE CLAIM TO BE IN TOUCH WITH Gop

TO SUCH EXTENT THAT THEY’&EHWLJﬂlfCES AND DOQ_STRANGE

,eun.ma;an_lulmﬁs. For EEAMPLE; AM REA?ING
OLSON'S BOOK INTITLED LI T . IN ONE
CHAPTER HE DESCRIBES HOW HE WAS LURED INTO A

TRAP BY A STUDENT POSING AS A REPORTER. HE WAS

HIT IN THE FACE WITH A PIE AND JHE STRANGE STUDENT
SAID ﬁ'ESU'S—TﬁLB HM—t0. DO 1T, HE CALLS OF CHRIST

W IN THE SQUL BUT_CONCRETE
o WORD OF (0D,
[. TIHE CALL TO COME TO HIM - MATTHEW 11:23

IN ONE_PARTICULAR CONCORDANCE, IN MY LIBRARY,
THERE ARE RES SREEK RDS TRANSLATED UNDER
THE ENGLISH WORD HIS PARTICULAR CALL IS

A 0 A (mra .;[.

' ALVATTONT ALL WHO HAV ggﬁE:sgggiTOF
Gop’S GLORY ARE INVITED TO QQBE:IQFEGB—S~SQ&. HE

EXL_INVITES PEOPLE TO SRFe-AND NOT RELIGION.

"

';_'-li-—__.:.._- IS L
AND—TFO0-GIME-REST_AND _PEACF , JESUS PICTURES MEN
AS SIAGGERING UNDER THE HEAVY BURDEN OF THEIR SINS,

THEY ARE ILRED, a1 40 RENGTH NG

ZHAT HEAVY 1 0AD ™[ [(RENEMBER THAT STORY OE_CHRISTIAY
AND HOW HE LEFT HIS BURDEN AT CALVARY) TS

HANDLE, %glgg ggﬁf COMES ONL | CHRIST DEALS

WITH THE BURDEN AND G éL} OF SINY Y
. CONVERSION EXPERIENCE HE TERM WAS A COMMON
EXPRESSION IN JESUS DAY BUT THE YOKE SUGGESTED
-BONDAGE-AND—NOF~FREEDOM, JESUS YOKE IS THE WA

ONE SIMPLE FACT STA HIS
PASSAGE, MEN A T SAVED 1
HAVE-NOT-TOME _TO iIMI  THE LAST GREAT INV ON
OF THE BIBLE EEG%NS WITH THIS SAME WORD ;
(REVELATION 22:17: AND THE SPIRIT AND THE E SAY,

CoME. AND LET HIM THAT HEARETH SAY, CoME. AND LET
HIM THAT IS ATHIRST COME. AND WHOSOEVER WILL, LET
HIM TAKE THE WATER OF LIFE FREELY.) THOSE WHO ARE

W OF SOUL ARE ASKED TO COME TO
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I1., THE CALL TO CONFESS HIM - MattHEw 10:32

MANY PEOPLE WOULD BE GLAD_TQ CALl THEMSELVES
S IF THEY COULD DO SO RRIVATELY, -QUIETLY
AunJmmaumuLJILJAEJR_EELan_MAm"’TN‘ﬁTHERﬂWURUs
THEY WOULD BE WILLING TQ_EQILOW-CHRIST IF= THEY
DID NOT HAVE, IQ IDENTIEY THEMSELVES PUBLICLY WITH

HIM, JESUS CHRIST SAID THOSE WHO GOME TQ HIM MUST

TO THE MAST HEAEi ConvreTrons
AND O 3t OGETHER. JI

BLOOD—AND—HNVOEVES—MORE—THAN_LIP—SERVLCE BUT
Q!!!!!21Imwuqluuxnaaa_glﬁs_ln_uim. THE PERSON WHO IS

UMWILLING TO PUBLICLY CONEESS CHRIST IF UNFIT TO
BE HIS DISCIPLE., LVERY DISCIPLE WHOM JEsus*tALLED
DURING THE DAYS OF HIS MINISTRY HE CALLED PUBLI
CONFESSION OF CHRIST_IS AN gNTRICAL PART ‘?"‘i
EALVATION. (Romans 10:9-10 RELATE TO JIimmy

ARTER AND UHUEE COLSON5 S LONG AS KEPT IN THE
111, THE_CALL TO FOLIOW HIM - MaTTHEW 8:22,
AccorDING TO MATTHEW 16:24 THF FOLLOWING

O
L0

OoF CHRIST IS A CONTINUOUS MATTER.. EN WE START
WE ARE TO KEEP HOTICE THE

REPETITION OF IS TO JHQIST WE
= T0 F LOW,
OMETIMES WE SET OUR GAZE UPON A GIOUS R

AND SEEK TO FOLLOW HIM ALWAYS TO OUR SPIRITU L
DETRIMENT. “E _ARE CALLED TO FOLLOW ! R
MBY LEAD, SBRECENTLY | ASKED MY FRIEND TALSH

WHY ORG DID HQT STAY IN BANGLEDESH BUT INSTEAD

WENT TO BRAZIL, S ANSWER WAS SIMPLY HE was

FOLLOWING THE LEADING OF THE LORD® THE PATH
CHRIST'S DIRECTTON LEADS—THROUGH ALL KINDS

OF EXPERIENCES IN LIFE BUT IT IS THE WAY OF

MEANINGFUL LIVING., NO PERSON WHO SEEKS HIS OWN

CAN KNow TRUE CONTENTMENT, THE STATEMENT

OF THE WESMINSTER CONFESSION 1S CORRECT WHEN IT

SAYS, M 0 GLORIFY GOD AND ENJOY

FOREV HEN THERE IS NO THAT MAN CAN
FIND FULFILLMENT. APART FROM-JESUS CHRIST, —JiM.

ELLIOTT, ONE OF THE FIVE MISSIONARIES TO
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ECUADOR MARTHREP BY AUCAs INDIANS IN 1956 saAlD
A 1T WELL WHEN HE SAID: .“HE IS _NOFOOL WHQ GIVES ,
AT HE CANNOT KEEP TO GAIN WHAT HE CANNOT LOSE.”
##‘TS‘TRUE‘THﬂT'TT"DUEE'NUT'TK?E‘MUCH‘TN’ﬁﬁUER"
FOR A MAN TO E A I | BUT IT TAKES HIS
LL TO LIVE THE KIND OF LIFE EHRIST REQUIRES OF
{IS OWN,




RoBERT K. SPRADLING SepTEMBER 13, 1977

A/M,
i o, SACRED SFCRETS
7 ®ﬁ=
f "
Y| HE WORD REMINDS ME OF A STORY OF THREE

MEN WHO WERE FISHING TOGETHER., RELATE PROBLEMS OF
WO AND THIRD WHO SAID

E WORD (MYSTERY occures-%lﬁg?*T THE
OLD [EST. SOMETIMES TRANSLATE IMPLY
STATED%;M IN THE
BIBLE THE WO SED NOT CONCERNING

SOMETHING THAT IS HIDDEN BUT RATHERSOMETHING THAT
13 REVEALED. IN THE
' OR
IATED,

» OPEN TO A SELECT ELITE
IN THE MYSTERY RELIGIONS., THE
-u—_i\BLE REFERS TO SOMETHING THAT
)1T SOMETHING WOD WAS TRYING TO
RRSTERVMNAS SOMETHING THAT HAD ONCE BEEN
ROM THE EYES OF MEN BUT IS NOW BEING REVEALED.

I. [HE MYSTERY OF THE CROSS - I Cor. 2:6-3

“THE NEWEST, LHRISTIAN HAS
AT HIS DISPOSAL TH OF THE
SPIRfT OF GOD INTO THE THINGS OF GOD AND THROUGH

THE |0LY SPIRIT BELIEVER - TS OF
JoRDOF 00D, "ACCORDING TO

°33E5E§§$FE“‘“E§‘6§HTHQN PIRI
THIN SPIRIT
AUL POINTS OUT ACT THAT THE NATURAL

MAN IS AND DOES NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT
Y. WHEN A BELIEVER IS
INDWELT BY oLY SPIRIT THIS MYSTERY IS CLE Up

IMMEDIATELY! IF_OUR GOSPEL BE
F}THEM WHO ARE LOST; IN WHOM THE GOD OF THIS WORL
HATH_E___u__:IHE:EYEEZﬁEZIEEE WHICH EELTEVE‘NGT'LEST

IHE LIGHT OF THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF ULHRIST

_OF , SHOULD SHINE UNTO THEM, (I CoR.
EggéazgfﬁORRls REMINDS US THAT THE MYSTERY IN
Qu N IS NOT JU% THAT THE NATURAL
MAN FINDS DIFFICULT TO SOLVE, FACT IT IS A
SECRET WHICH IS HE IS WHOLLY guéBLE TO PENETRﬁ;g.
Crieiticating

H\\; S*gu42w~u,ﬁhaﬁxn%;za( *4\601 /f

R
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MEN OUTSIDE OF ST ARE IN THGJEE:EZE%éi;ﬁéﬁx AND
aizﬂﬂgzzﬂ ACT THAT 0D

CIN TEE HORD OF GOD AND NOT
. PAUL USES TH R~
TO DEMONSTRATE THE TRUTH_OF HIS

ARGUMENT THAT MAN.lﬁ_éﬁﬁé+§¥ébL%—B&&ND- THE
RELTGTOUS-RULERS WHO C HRIST THROUGH THEIR

QWN REASONING FAILED TO RECOGNIZE HIS TRUE-DENLLLY .
f@“ﬁLT%EY HAD KNOWN TH! Y_WERE PFRFORMING THE.ELAN

‘v’ HA ARR1ED. QUL LECRU S BUT ACCORDING TO
'wno WAS THREATENING THEIR 16 S IN
RLD. EVEN TODAY, MEN SEEK THEIR WAY INTO THE

KINGDOM OF GoD THROUGHW-W INSTEAD
NBSTHE.BLOOD. AS A MATTER OF FACT,

U

ACCORDING T [ .L:Z1 JTHE WORLD IN ITS WISDOM FAILED TO
KNOW gon. JEMONTY WAY TO KNOW HIM' IS BY EAdEH

IN THE FINISHED WORK OF HRIST AT CALVARY.

THROUGH HUMAN

ARE GLO IUUS Y TRANSFORMED BY THE SUPERNATURAL WORK
OF THE HoL PIRIT.

CL( lI. THEAHYSTERY OF ISRAEL AND THE CHURCH - Rom, 11:2

THESE CHAPTERS ARE IN_THE<RASREMSALIONAL PORTION OF
HE BOOK OF OMANS. THE QUESTION HAS TO DO WITH
URE.. 1:1) THIS QUESTION HAS TO
AS ANnﬁhﬁgﬁ.NAE$ﬂN AND
INSIDT THE NATI 0D IS
E SRAEL. IN ONE SENSE OF THE WORD,
IT HAS BEEN SEL.ASIDE, AWAITING
LL FULFIL E_MADE TO
HE NATION, URING THIS%N [SRAEL 1S THE
EAM OFF THE=RLAYLNGELELD, THE NATION OF ISRAEL IS
N THE SIDE TRACK, WHILE THE~EXEB§SS%RALN CALLED THE
HURCH MOVES ALONG THE MAIN LINE. N THIS CHAPTER,
AUL IS SHOWING THAT THROUGH SRAEL S UNE AS A

UNTIL A TIME CALLEB
WHICH HAPPENS TO BE -
SITING THE GENTIL AT TONS HE WORLD

jjd.-/,‘g,f,,;\‘ o A Qrf/<j,ﬂ,/g\,é




TO CALL OUT _A P FOR_HIS OWN NAME'S SAKE, NAMELY,
1] HURC WHEN THAT BODY IS COMPLETE

o WIL

) EE ON Tugguugg;éuﬁ. NoTIcE
- ®41S TERM HAS T0 DO WITH THE RAPTURE OF THE

3E CONFUSED WITH T

WHICH HAS TO

el E=SECAND _COMING ,
BEGAN ON THE DAY OF Peusaeaa: A
AT THE RABIHBE OF THE CHURCH.

OWLEDGE OF PROPHETIC TRUTH TO

é”ﬂ”ﬁéﬁ%ré% In Ezex, SoAee
()

BUT BACK IN THE LAND AN'

' LedeBelOT G SPEAKS_OF A
o S Bl LSRAEL. S QRY . DURING THAT

" ARE BEING PREPARED. AT

THE SAME TIME, GOD PERMITS A PARALLEL DEuEgnaﬁﬁu;.pF
EXILL_IN THE WORLD UNDER SATAN'S LEADER . AT THE
END OF THE AGE, $¥ét qND GOOD WILL ﬁE'%E*hRATED AT

THE ESTABLISHMEN MEsS TAN™S KINGDOM_ IN RIGHTEOUS'
NESS. IN ONE SENSE OF THE WORD X

SHOUS TH'
BETWEEN THE FIRST AND SECOND COMING OF

HE PERIO THE KING S TWO COMINGS
WILL BE ONE OF SEED‘% %HE PARALLE& DEVELOP=
MENT OF GOOD AND EVIL ATT. 13 PICTURES CHRISTENDOM
DURING THIS AGE. HRISTENDOM | MEAN ALL WHO
PROFESS FAITH IN CHRIST REGARDLESS OF THE GENUINENESS

OF THEIR PROFESSION.

[I1. THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY - II THess. 2:/

THE WORD “INIQUITY"” MEANSwAMLESSNESS. [HAT PERIOD
. OF TIME WAS ALREADY WORKING IN THE DAYS OF PAUL.
’ | AM SURE THAT LA
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SOCIETY IS THEﬂ
,-\_w THERE IS A GENERAL FEELING ON THE PAR

PEOPLE THAT 1 5 GO UNPUNISHED AND
THAT LAWS ARE ESTABLIS -

1T TE My cON -THAT WE ARE
OF THE DEVEQPMENT OR ATTITUDE OF A LAWLESS

: ICH_WILL BE OWUNDER THE

ANTICHRIST. THE PASSAGE BEFORE U EAKS OF A

AGAINST EVIL IN THE WORLD. IHIS
TURE OF THE

dﬁHREﬁAEN* THE HoLy

R WILL USHER IN AN ERA OF

RED A‘l o, KKE TH

WILL BhwREMOVED AL
CHURCH,  THE REMOVAL OF THE
SPIRIT'S RESER/ WEF

PN 8F HIS REACH DURING THE REAT TRIBULATION PERIOD,
NE GETS THE FEELING THAT THERE A& AIN KINDS OF
CRIME WHICH HAVE BEEN GIVEN UP., AS BEEN
CALLED " THE=MRBERwmCARLES WITH

QPPROXIMATELY 2 MURDERS EVER DAY OF THE YEAR.

CRIMLNLALS GO UNPUNLSHED " THIS 1S NOT TO CONDEMN
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENTS WHO SEEM TO BE WAGING A WAR
QE, BUT RATHER To'%mnnrrwmtf

THE FACT TH

DIMENSIONS OF WHICH WILL GE
APPROACH THE END OF THE AGE.
IT ue, THERE IS A GENERAL_

THE

LARG AS WE
ITHOUT FACTS BACK
FEELING THA ? D

TION HAS ENDED IN MAN'S APOSIASY AND FA E OUR
DISPENSATION IS NO DIFFERENT FROM THE R

LL STEP FORWARD ONTO THE STAGE OF HUMAN HISTORY
\S THE MOST AMAZING PERSON, AﬁART FROM CHRIST,. EVER
70 ggx FOOT UPON THE EARTH. HE WILL BE AN EVIL .
ENIUS, [HE WORLD W] AWE AND FULL WORSHIP

M [ : S bbb Bl AL R E WI

YET BENEATH THIS APPEALING EXTERIOR




> WILL BE TH

@ TAUGHT OF T

WILL BE THE NATURE OF#; 0 KNOWSJML+EM
BUT THAT OF HIS OWN SELFI . ON., E

WHO DESI ALL HUMAN
' BEINGS TO WORSHIP HIM A HE WILL RISE TO

POWER, ACCOR TO THE BOOK OF UANIEL OUT OF THE

W LOCK OF NATIONS IN THE MIDST
gggégfuwﬁﬂﬂ¥1nttﬂégﬂv#65 A PLATFORM T&Eﬁ§%£*§§5 TO
. HE 1S SATAN'S LAST DESPERATE ATTEMPT TO

ESTABLISH HIS COUNTEREELTKINGDOM OVER HUMANKIND,
THE ATMOSPHERE IN THE WORLD TODAY CONCERNING LAWLESS-
NESS IS THE BREEDING GROUND FOR A‘%éﬂkﬁiéﬁé§é;Eu
WHICH WILL SERVE HIS PURPOSE., [T ING TO
NOTICE THAT THE MYSTERY OF THE LAWLESSNESS WAS IN
AT THE TIME PAUL WROTE THE [HESSALONIANS,
AMBHAD ALREADY WWHICH WOULD TERMINATE
\EOY _ . |HE LAWLESSNESS
: TROUGH HUMAN HISTORY
WILL CULMINATE_IN A MASS LAWLESSNESS OVER WHICH
HE PRESIDES. I|HESE WQRDS REMIND US OF THE TIME
PRIOR TO TH [T was THE HoLy SPIRIT oF GobD

WHO ‘RES N T OD PREDICTED

JUDGEMENT WOULD COME.
THE CHURCH IN OUR DIS RA
MM OF LAﬂLEﬁ%ﬁE%ﬁ UNPRECEDENTED IN HUMAN HISTORY. [ AM
HAPPY T THAT BELIEVERS WILL NOT BE ON EARTH
DURING THAT TIME. | HAVE FELT FOR A LONG TIME THAT
THE ONLY REASON THAT (GOD HAS NOT MOVED IN JUDGMENT

UPON THE SINS OF MANKIND IS THE PBESENGE.QEr$HE
4&&EEE%AN.IHEJNE&D. HIS LEADS US TO OUR FINAL
MYSTERY.

IV. THE MYSTERY OF THE TRANLATED SAINTS - I Cog.
15:51-

HAS DESCRIBED THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH

OR REFERS T0 THE E
UMAN SOUL, BUT THE WORD RAPTUR
CRIPTURES MEANS oA NG_OF

CHANGE OR TRANSL -nu——--a'-
CONCERNING THECIHESSS ﬁ!ﬂl‘:’&h

HE SITUATION
AND THE DISCOURAGED AND
H OCCURRED. THEY WERE
HRIST S SECOND COMING

AND WHAT IS IN STORE FOR BELIEVERS THEN. [HE MYSTERY



fie

PAUL TAUGHT THIS YOUNG CHURCH HAD.-TO DO.WLTH.THE
FACT THERE WOULD BE uAmGENERATLON=QR=BELLELERS WHO

mm_sm WOULD INDEED BE TRANSLATED TO
GLORY WHEN CHRIST | HERE WILL BE AN ENTIRE

L 0 WAS NOT BURIED, DID

NOT SEE DEATH,<E R WA S TRANSFERRED ALIVE FROM

EARTH TO HEAVEN BEFORE JUDGEMENT OF THE FLOOD.

(GEN, 5:24) THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT IN THE MINDS OF
AR A f\ () I\

- - - A

: 0 THE WQ OH
) IS LITfEE\gOOK ENTITLE :
HE MIDDLE EAST_TODAY OCCUPIES THE A

WORLD LEADERS., [HE WORLD HAS NOW RECOGNIZED THE
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC POWER IN THE HANDS OF THOSE
WHO CONTROL THE TREMENDOUS OTL RESERVES OF THIS AREA.
OLD FRIENDSHIPS AND ALLIANCES WILL BE SUBJECT TO
CHANGE AS EUROPEAN NATIONS SEEK NEW ALLIANCES AND
AGREEMENTS TQ PROTECT THEMSELVES IN A CHANGING WORLD
SITUATION. [HE MIDDLE EAST WILL CONTINUE TO BE,
IRE FOCAL POINT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS.
USSIA IS POISED TO THE NORTH OF THE HoLY LAND FOR

ENTRY IN THE END TIME CONFLICT._ EGYPT HAS NOT
~ (|ABANDONED HER DESIRE TO ATTACK [SRAEL FROM THE
SOUTH, < CHINA IN THE EAST IS NOW A MILITARY
POWER GREAT ENOUGH TO FIELD AN ARMY AS_LARGE AS
%00 MILLION DESCRIBED IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION.
UR PRESENT WORLD IS WELLPREPARED FOR THE PROPHETIC
DRAMA THAT WILL LEAD TO ARMAGEDDON. INTELLIGENT
EOPLE LIVING TODAY NEED TO EXPERIENCE A HAPPY, AND

EANINGFUL bIFE AS WELL AS PR 10D IN

HE FUTURE. HIS PASSAGE 1 RE

E TWQ_EB‘ﬂeﬁﬁTEASSAGES WH]CH DEA WITH TH AL
CONC

F NG THE LORD'S WORKING ON EARTH.
ET ME SUGGEST THERE 1S ONE USAGE OF THE WQRD
el S TR HHICH HAS NOT BEEN TOUCHED UPON. IN THE LIGH
OF D EVENTS AND THE LATENESS OF THE HOUR, IT IS
TO ME HOW ANYONE COULD BELIEVE THAT THERE
+s AN INDEFINITE PERIOD TO PREPARE FOR ETERNITY,
HE PROMISE OF THE BIBLE IS FOR TODAY,




FIVE WONDERFUL THINGS ABOUT SIN

Theack s
= Your response to this title is probably"
<“been out in the sun too long withont o !

ask: " Do_you know what _you are.saying?

@™\ the things sin does to the Jiwes of men, women and children?
Think of the wreeked homes, shattered liwves, corrupted morals,

me,_mﬁ., thievery and all manner of. yet I say
there is some thmg onderful about sin?

B ppgw---yvet something wonderful about sin

Someone will say, w.ng_ws_—t_ha
mg_ﬁ@%ﬁ" “gt me describe what the Bible says about sin.

J\ e Bible teaches that sj.n*irst of all:
C ABeL —l. In_iﬂ-——— Rom, 3323 (illus. of jumping an ocean.)
<+ 2. An jptent, or jmpulse-— Matt. 5:27-28
3, A state or disposition=--Jer, W /7:9 ' =¥ K som

o2 The Bible teaches that sin is an Bffencs againsd:
1.cSinne himself—Prov. 8:36 "But he that sinneth fn.lf
ags me wrongeth his omn soul..." .

2.1 Soc;,g‘gxy Rom. 5:12
Adam's sin affected all mankind. We™

N tonch others--Father who drinks, family

to suffer....
3£ God; "Against the§ thee only, have I simned, and
done this evil in they sight....' /;ﬁ 37 f
-~ The Bible teaches that_s : -
T. Taivarse—Ssfan o Wees DNyl ,
2. Race—-Adam- G~ a& winst Cres m o
3. Individual--Mark 7:21-22 "For from ______
heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, for-
nications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness
deceit, lasciviousness, and evil eye, blaSphemy,
pride, foolishness: all of bhese evil things come from
within, and defile the man."

\!misaiag..&ha—mark, passingm&-lme, perversmn_ﬁm
-right, disobedience,-rebellion, debt to divine justice

with Christ.

.q’j The Sible Teaches us the em of sin:

- 1, 0.T+ show the Rig

2. Our Lord the ginfulleess of al

3, No T, writers—— 1 J 1:8
M—l.lm.._l_.lﬁ

)” Resui7s: = LEA < (W:
PH 2, “ean D)
) g — DT
({./j){‘fx&zn-{:‘ Biins ‘ TV O ! /‘f "




In the light of all of this I still maintain that I know
5 wonderful things about sinl}

J™ I. OUR SINS HAVE BEEN BLOTTED OUT AND WILL NEVER EE RBMEMBERED
- AGAINST US._ lSa. 43325
. "Blotteth out thy transgressions"
Blotteth is used in the 01ld Testament and is translated
1. Gen. 7:4 "I will-s *w broyman from the face of the eartl
(blot out )=
2. 2 Kings R21:13 "I will stretch over Jerusalem the line
of Samaria and the plummet of the house
f Ahab: and I will m Jerusalem

a manw pﬁ it,
and turning it upside down,
m‘tmf

he rlmary id

G ) is _that of an account be:

God m He u——puts them away.,
H""n he place where our sins blotted out,
is: Even after conversion th@a.t
w pull a nail out of wood but the hole is still
p there., Taws A
II. BLOTTED OUT AND A Giﬁ& TWEEN THEM AND GOD .~ Za

Tsa, 44122 = O %jies ok 50 Thowy Lo bt = (26 (5L
1, Same idea ¢ mued. mpes the slate claan% =)

1

lir, Gazieer -—he “mputed" the debt to

/3
m%nt.
cord?” Vhen the

<« of showing that He has pgt ur sins wik

: oD (se-@hen) Ihere?’
NE IV, INITELY REN ROM US-- Psa, 103:12
7 2l SIS o s
) V. OUR SINS IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA — Micah 7:19 <
™ | 7.67 P
.y 411 of these_gxpressions -=we -

ance, All in language to show that the sin is sememped |

£ jnner and will not be ged by thr Lord. |
%Liig %‘maw idea of gorgivenegk.
L ‘Lo bud, Ditae r éu,%/hmv: Ky A




Either of one or two

1551y ) TS5 wo S b G
2 -—-—-_____ ’?,+ e 5'\13—-—-0\_,(‘,0\.[;}

Past Redemptions Point:

On the bank of the Mfagra “iver a few years ago, on
a piece of 1and extending inot the river, were the rapids
began to swell and swirl most desperately preparatory to their
final plunge, :|.s a sign board which bears a most startling
legend, "Past Redemption Poimt" because it is.hglieved in.the
ummmmmmm_mpasamahmint and_es
> bping_toved-acr

m » One day a vessel was 088 e
river when the line broke,.and it drifted-heiple doWn the

stream, in full view of horrified onlookers on the shore.
ust as she reached "past redemption point" a breeze arose
caught her sail and eventually landed her on shore. g with
us God's mercy----let His grace
reach you todav,




ROBERT K. SPRADLING IEE 27, 1901
n L n Ui
THE DEATH PENALTY" " () /955

HE SIGNS AROUND THE BUILDING SAID "WARNING--
. |HERE WAS A{§6"ﬂ‘

) HIGH.EENCE AROUND THE BUILDING. A MAN CLIMBED
THE FENCE, BROKE, THE LOCK, TAMPERED WITH THE
EQUIPMENT, AMDeELECTROCUTED HIMSELE. WHO IS
TO BLAME, THE POWER COMPANY OR THE MAN? A
PERSON LOAD@AW, THEN LOOK® DOWN THE
BARREL TO SEE IT NEEDED CLEANING AND ACCI-
DENTALLY PULLS THE TRIGGER., WHO IS TO BLAME,
THE MANUFACTURER OF THE HAND GUN OR THE MAN
WHO PULLED THE TRIGGER® PERSON STARTS HIS

IN A CLOSED GARAGE. HE SITS THERE FOR A
LONG PERIOD OF TIME UNTIL HE SUCCOMBS TO CARBON
. WHO 1S TO BLAME, THE
MANUFACTURER OF THE CAR, THE BUILDER OF THE
HOUSE, OR THE PERSON WHO STARTED THE CAR ENGINE?
THE_SIGNS ON THE BRIDGE_ALONG, THE WV TURNPIKE
STATED DISREGARDING

. THE SIGN, A MAN WITH HIS CAMERA LEANS OVER THE
RAILING TO TAKE A PICTURE, AND ACCIDENTALLY
FALLS OFF THE BRIDGE INTO THE CANYON BELOW. WHO
IS TO BLAME, THE DEPT. OF HIGHWAYS OR THE MAN
WHO DISREGARDED THE SIGN? | HAVE STATED ALL OF
THESE WB TO STATE

. “Em SNEIEE SR e
CAREEESSNESS, EOQLELSHNESS, ANDJNEGEEET, THIS Is
TRUE IN THE NATURAL AND PHYSICAL REALM, AND IT
IS ALSO TRUE IN THE : v, P
& (R

.Jﬂ . SQUET T ES

{? ATH OF THE BIBLE AND ENEMIES OF THE
HRISTIAN™PFT HAVE FASTENED UPON WHAT THEY
CALL S IN THE OLD TESTAMENT,

MORAL DIEEICUITIFS
HESE CRITICS LOOK UPON THE GOD OF THE ULD

ESTAMENT AS_BARBARIC, CRUEL, AND .
™  THEY POINT Tﬁaﬁ‘rﬁ&om \ “"I i!.l.ﬂ.&

DEALING WITH THE
ILLUSTRATE THEIR ? :
DEUTERONOMY 20:16-18 PROVIDES THE AMMUNITION

o, FOR THEIR CRITICISM, LET US LOOK AT THE ~CANZAb-
ITES FOR A MOMENT.. FOR YEARS, THESE GODLESS
PEOPLE WITH THEIR ,SHAMELESS VICES TRAMPLED UNDER-
FOOT LALL.LAWS OF DECENCY AND USTICF. THEIR

N o
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8! ShAMEEESS-LMMORALITY HAD CAUSED THE NATION TO

" PLUNGE SO DEEPLY INTO 1 ND THAT THE
LNLY.CURE FOR SUCH GROSS _SIN WA L

“REMOVAL-DOE _THE NATION, COULD MAKE SUCH

A - IS EXACTLY WHA
) L ASPECT OF 1T
PRODUCES MLDESRREAD EFFECTS AND s

WOMEN, AND GHILDREN BOWN—IN-T-HE~WAKE-QE.DESTRUC-
jﬁﬂmﬁfg=é§.WOULD BE BETTER FOR THE CHILDREN OF
THE CANAANITES TO PERISH IN INFANCY THAN T
;GROW UP AS DEV@LTIES OF IDOLATRY AND SIN, QSOME'
ONE .HAS SUGGESTED THAT,WHEN MEN AND THEIR FAMI-
‘LIES BOARD--A-SHIP FOR AN OCEAN-VOYAGE,AND IF
'THOSE ADULTS ON BOARD TAKE TO WICKED_VICE AND

CORRUPTION TO THE POINT THAT NEGLECTS THE-SHIP'S
SAEETY-TAKES PLACE, AND AS A MATTER OF FACT THE

AND CHLLDREN WHEN THE SHIP IS
HE QUESTION IS, NHQ DO Y.OU B

CONCERNING TH 1.“!??.'::_:_.. 3 )
. IMPLY A-MATIER QF RECORD THAT THESE™PEOPLE WERE

WHO, FOR JHUNDREDS _OF YEARS, HAD
RUN OVER KER _NATIONS, SWAMGHIERING, 3

, A FOR THE SHEER DELI
OF DESTRUCTION. IHEY SCOFFED AT RELIGION, WOR-
SHIPPED ONLY THE GODS OF STRENGTH,AND HAD FOR

LEFT_A TRAIL OF -BLOQD AND WRECKAGE

i WERE ONES OF AMBUSH

AGAINST THE WeAk, THE AGED, AND THE LESS,
THEY TORTURED THEIR S TO DEATH gEZHanKLN
OFF THEIR LIMBS, KNOCKING OUT THEIR TEETH,
BREAKING wkHELR—JAWS, AND anua;ge OUT THETR EYES.

.IHEx_BuBuﬁp AND DESTROYED CITIES FOR THE SHEER
DELIGHT OF WATCHING THEM BURN, AND THEY .JEERED
NYerd-DEAQE.GOD '

o 4 i IT IS
DIFFICULT FOR_ME TO UNDERSTAND HOW ANYONE COULD
SUGGEST THAT GOD WAS CAPABLE OF IMMORAL-ACTLON
IN SUCH JU L A Y. CONCERNING THE

DEUTERONOMY PASSAGE, DR. ALva J, McCLAI
™ SUGGESTS: "IF_THLS COURSE o;:zrffﬁﬁ'EEEME’ﬂNnuLy
HARSH, 1 F-8—JUSTFIHI-CATION-MAY._ BE  FQUND—I-N—FHE.

~UNSPEAKABLY-DEGRABED—PRACTICES WHICH ARE
ASCRIBED IN-HORRIBLE-DEFA:—IN—EEVITICUS 18, TNE.

N




RoBERT K, SPRADLING Jury 15, 1979
P,M,

MBIBIE DQQDQH

RECENTLY, AN ARTICLE IN THE EVENING PAPER
CAUGHT MY ATTENTION BECAUSE IT DEALK WITH THE USAGE
OF THE TERM IN OUR STUDY TOMIGHT, SANG QE _THUGS
IN ONE OF OUR METROPOLITAN AREAS CAUGHT AN ELDERLY
—~ LADY IN A REVOLVING DOOR AND BY APPLYING EXCESSIVE
PRESSURE AND MOVEMENT TO THE DOOR HURLED HER THROUGH
THE DOOR INTO THE STREET, CAUSING HER TO BE_INJURED,
THIS IS A STARTLING ARTICLE,THAT PERSONS COULD TAKE

RLY HLMOST EVERYONE
HAS EITHERSBUN INTO A DOOR, IN THE
CAR DOOR, OR SOMETHING OF THIS NATURE, .l CAN STILL

REMEM3ER THOSE EARLY IN DETROIT “HEN

CINDY WAS VERY SMALL, AT THE
DEPARTMENT STORE BECAME QUITE A GAME., SHE

%IKED TO GO AROUND AND AROUND IN THE REVOLVING DOOR,

HE ONLY OTHER THING SHE ENJOYED MORE WAS RIDING THE
ESCALATOR! THE BIBLE HAS, A GREAT DEAL TO SAY ABOUT
"THE SIMPLE TERM - DOOR. ''E WILL CONSIDER SEVERAL
@ TN 0U 'STUDYA;ONIFHT., - g5 ;)

- /%J’w-{-v Lot ALs
Ls

Jonn 10:0

JESUS WAS SAYING THAT 3
JEsus CHRIST IS TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD, .ESysT
IS INTO THE FINGDOM, THERF ARE
NO OTHE THERE 1S.MQQTHER WAY, HE HAD

THE QRIENTAI HEEPFOLD IN MIND, WHERE THE SHEPHERD
WOULD LIE‘EUWN‘TN‘THE’OPENINF OF THE SHEEPFOLD AND
PROTECT THE SHEEP AND IN FACT WOULD_BECOME THE_DOOR.
ANYONE ATTEMPTING TO GET INTO THE SHEEP MUST OF
NECESSITY.GO THROUGH THE SHEPHERD, F A PERSON IS
GOING TO BE SAVED, HE MUST ENTER HEAVEN S PORTALS
lHROdGH THE WAY, NAMELY sus CHRIST, IT 1S A

f AY IT IS THE QNLY waY, THE

: IF HE COMES TO JESUS CHRIST,
THERE 1S A VAST DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BEING RELIGIONS
AND BEING REDEEMED. [IHIS PASSAGE SPEAKS OF OUR
ABILITY TO FIND SACVATIOM IN HRIS} BUT IT ALSO

~ SPEAKS OF .GALESEECFEON IN CHRIST, I|HE TERM PASTURE
SPEAKS TO THE FACT THAT THE PERSON WHO ENTERS TYE
SHEEPFOLD BY WAY OF THE DOOR WILL EXPERIENCE PEACE
AND JOY AND SATISFACTION IN LIFE WHICH IT ISLNOT




2 e

POSSIBLE TO FIND IN OTHER AVENUES OF PURSUIT, EVEN

THOUGH THE TEXT IS TALKING ARQUI-THE WAY OF SALVATION,
@™ THIS CHARTER SPEAKS OF THE ii%ﬂtfiﬂ IN SALVATION THE

BELIEVER POSSESSES., (CF, v, ?HIS VERSE

@EMPHASIZES THE FACT THWLQNLL&EIH.E
*@EEéﬁiEHiEHLGH-NE.AREJNMEELJQ_JQD- oOME FOLK ARGUE
OR THE-RHﬂﬁ&JILﬁKLJD_HELLJMﬂﬂLJlEi_ﬂAﬂI_I0 Bl

THE WorRD OF GOD REMINDS US THAT HE ARE BOUND TO HIM

wbSEPARARLY FOREVER., DR..A. [, PIERSON WAS FOND
< OF TELLING THE STORY OF HO WERE
CONVICTED OF THEIR SINS TO THE POINT I\ ¥ WHILE

LIVING ON THE COLLEGE.CAMPUS THEY DECIDED TO PAY
THE COLLEGE CHAPLAIN A VISIT TO SEE IF THEY COULD
RESOLVE THIS BURDEN OF GUILT AND SIN, AS THEY
WALKED TO THE CHAPLAIN'S.HOUSE, AND WHEN THEY CAME TO
__THE DOOR, ONE OF THE TWO DECIDED NOT TO GO IN,
" HE RESISTED EVERY FORM OF PERSUASION BY HIS FRIEND,
THE ONE_MAN WENT IN AND RECEIVED CHRIST AS SAVIOUR
AND BECAME_AN OUTSTANDING MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL  IN
ZRICA, |HE OTHER MAN TURNED FROM THE CHAPLAIN'S

DOORNAY AND FROM THAT POINT WENT ON TO DRINK AND
GAMBLE, LIVE A LIFE OF SENSUALITY AND ULTIMATELY-TO.
GO-TO A FOREIGN COUNTRY TO BECOME INVOLVED IN A

™ POLITICAL REBELLION-AND-BE SHOT, HE ULTIMATELY DIED

IN HIS SINS, IHE WHOLE COURSE OF LIFE HANGED

H MU
WHETHER—HE WIL 0 IN AND FINDERASTIURD OR STAY OUT
m"?‘-'ir' (G 3:76) o

[T, _HE_DQQR_QE_SEQLUSIQJ_ NaTT, 6:€

THIS VERSE REMINDS THE BEEIEVER THAT ONCE HE HAS
ENTERED THE DOOR OF SALVATION THERE IS ANOTHER-DOOR
WHICH IS MANDATORY THE_LERISTIAN, NOTICE THE
VERSE DOES NOT SAY uT WHICH SPEAKS TO THE

F T BELIEVERS ARE . |HE TERM
_E%g;%g;ﬁgEEESLRNECESSARILY LIKE THE CLOSET WHERE YOU
JUNK_- FIBBER .CEEE! THIS WORD
CLOSET SPEAKS OF A OR ;

REFERS TO A RRJMA R : b WHERE_LHE
_.AND.BRA:E&LALQNEJ&LH&JJNI- IN OUR DAY WHEN TERMS
™ LIKE_MEDITATION AND %%N WITH THE LORD HAVE
BECOME «0SF=ARES EVERY STIAN NEEDS A PLACE OF

SECRET PRAYER WHICH I'S ABOVE ALL OTHER SOLUTIONS, THE
ANSWER TO OUR RRESSURE_PACKED GENERATION, EVERY

\ \\——-/‘
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JOYFYUL CHRISTIAN HAS A PLACEJN;;qu;u?ﬁ WHERE HE

AND GOD EET,?X_%ﬁﬁULAR_AEEQlNIMENI. Feghilh ,

~. DANIEL, JESUs ELATE TESTIMONY IN PRAYER MEETING
OF PEOPLE SAVED AFTER b AND 7 YEARS OF PRAYING,

IF WE REALLY BELIEVE @D-

EXBERLENQEL THIS MAY BE THE AREA OF 6
—EVEN_MORE_THAN BIRLE STUDY,

I THE DOOR QF SERVICE - I Cor, 16:9

DrR. McGEE QUOTED THIS VERSE DURING ONE OF HIS
BROADCASTS THIS WEEK AS AN INDICATION OF 11u;4qy;4yg;ng

.ﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ;ﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂCH HAS COME TO HIS RADIO MINISTRY,

AUL SPOKE OF HLS EAT.QRPORTUNLIIY  TO SERVE THE
Lorp, HAVE ,!§=Bneﬂm ¥ !

JR QPPORTL .,“k
00F WHICH GO HAS

»*’E:Q;ivw;;wﬁ_ “LONG;§$EEEE§E>°P§” DOOR OF
ONTTY THERE COMES OMEONE HAS WELL

E DBQR—GF—GBRQRIUNlIX SWINGS ON THE HINGES
f-\OF ADVERSI AU[_ "’JA“ MADC (‘{'}Mr‘r‘halrﬁ 11T T
SBBASFTEON, |HE TEST OF #ou

HRISTIAN LIFE IS NOT OUR ABILITY NEARLY
QUR WILLINGNESS TO OVERCOME AD ERSITY,

AND HRISTIAN SPRVSR@Er
WHEN WE PUSH THEﬁﬁggtﬁggﬁé WALK INTO AREAS WHERE
BLESSING IS LACKING, fr 1s pIFFICULT TO LOOK AT THE

Y AND NOT_RERSONAL

<~ (A“FRIEND AND SPOKE THIS WEEK OF
: | FRIEND WHO SEEMS TO BE LQOKING FOR-A-PLACE
F-PRESTIGE TO SERVE THE LORD. THERE IS A SIMPLE

PRINCIPLE IN THE :JORD OF 50D AND THAT IS, WE SEEK
!uon S PLAN FOR OUR LIVES IN ORDER THAT WE.MAY. DO
His_ PLANS AND NOE MAKE OUR _OWN PLANS AND ASK (0D TO
A

LESS THEM, UL HAD GONE ACCORDING TO H N

SIRES, HE WOULD HAVE GONE TO AS1A AND NOT%.
AS OUR _STEPS IN LIFE, TS
BEL}EVER AND EVERY CHURCH CAREFULLY AT

._.,;QILS_Q._EN_.DDQ.B_Q.E_E.ER)LL.E. ( [F)WE DO NOT STEP THROUGH,
30D WILL USE.SDM?QN%ZELSE “HG0OD'S WORK WILL GET DONE
~»W4ETHER YOU AND [ DONIT OR _NOT, BUT IF WE DO NOT GET
INVOLVED, WE LOSE THE G AND THAT SHOULD BE A
MATTER OF GREAT CONCERN. BELIEVERS SHOULD BE MORE

M
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CONCERNED ABOUT QPPORTUNITY TO SERVE THAN THE
COMFORTS OF SERVICE.,

IV, THE DOOR OF SEPARATION - MatT, 25:11

WE WILL.NOT SEEK TOINIERPRET THE MEANING OF
THE PARABLE OF THE WISE AND S, BUT
RATHER TO APPLY THE TEXT HE DOOR OF
SALVATION IS OPEN TODAY BU T BE-OPEN-EOR

LVERY LONG, WHEN THE DOOR OF OPPORTUNITY TO BE SAVED

IS CLOSED THERE 1 . |HE CLASSIC
ILLUSTRATION OF T} IS E BOOK NESIS
ND THE STORY OF MOAH, ACCORDING TOCBEN. £ LB

0

To THE ARK AND NOT

A AT IWOAH WAS PRESUMPTUQUS AND CLOSED THE
0 BUT RATHER ©0D I
. N TH%EEEKD BEFORE US, ,
REF Y WHICH WAS -SUPPOSED
TO BE READY_WHENEVER THE BRIDEGROOM CAME. %E

WAS A CUSTOM AND WAY 0E LIFE, HIS STORY REMINDS
US OF THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING PREPARED SO THAT WHEN
THE BRIDEGROOM COMES MEM WILL RF RFADY To MEFT Him,
ALMOST EVERY PERSON HAS HAD THE SINKING FEE| ING OF
BEING JUST_A_LHSIQMER OR TWO AWAY FROM A PARTICULAR

DEVIL-HAS nuﬂﬁn_MANY PEOPLE INTO BELIEVING THAT

SALVATION: T FEETRESTRRes O oF nany
SALVATION, OF MANY

BELIEVERS AROUND THE WORLD THAT WE ARE RAPIDLY
MOVING TOWARD THE END OF THE AGE,THAT TIME IS
RUNNING OUT AND IF ME?IARE GOING TQ BE SAVED THEY

MUST BE SAVED TODAY, [ Cor, h:1-2) 1
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ROBERT K. SPRADLING NOVEMBER 1, %9%1

n | QEHSH

IT IS A FACT THAT PRESENT DAY ADOLESCENTS
MORE AND ARE olAklERe THAN THEIR FOREFATHERS,

EXAMPLE, UNG MAN ENTERING TH FOR
WAS ON THE AVERAGE
S HEAVIER THAN HIS COUN IN

S A MATTER OF FACT, THE IN THE
NITED STATES AR% FROM LEXAS, OkkAHOMA IS&;;&LBPI;
H

AND &Euugfigfau E STATES WITH_THE

QRE HOﬁE D, CONNECTICUT, PENNS¥LMANIA, EE@
ORK, MASSACHUSETTS, NEW‘JER§EY, AND NEW HAMPSHIRE;

OR,BROADLY SPEAKING, PEOPLE ARE TALLER IN THE

SQUTH
AND SQUIHWEST AND SHORIER IN THE NERIHEAS . HISTORY
RECORDS THAT THE FATHER OF CHARL E, WAS

, YET CARRIED A SWORD. !

ONLY
HE WAS A_SUPERB_SWO IN SPITE
[ N - WHTCH SEEMS ABSOLUTELY IN=
CREDIBLE., % WAS BARELY_E_E;E%‘_LINCHES IN
H

It
EIGHT, AND, AFTER ONE BATTLE IN , HE BECAME
KNOWN AS "THE LITTLE CORPQORAL"”. LIFE EXPECTANCY

S. |HE AVERAGE HEIGHT OF THE
AMERICAN MAN IS JUST UNDER_E.E.EH. IT 15 NOT

UNUSUAL TO SEE SEVERAL MEN IN THE /-FQOT, VICINITY
ON A PROFESSIONAL BASKETBALL TEAM, HE TALLEST

AN IN THE WORLDRQDAY IS APPROXIMATELY 8 FEET_TALL.

HEN THE TERM@IANTS) IS USED, WE USUALL K OF

FAIRY TALES AND MYTHS AND STORIES LIKE JACK AND THE
HQWEVER, IN THE EARLY CHAPT

ENESITS, THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF MEN OF ABNORMAL SIZE,

I. JHE GIANTS WHO CORRUPTED THE R -

THE WORD IN OUR TEXT IS THE HEBREW WORD
NEPHILIM. AND LTITERALLY MEANS EALLEﬂKngS .

LEOROLD SUGGESTS THAT THE TERM MEANS T¢AGKER+_RQ$

::ﬂﬂEI:ﬂE_BﬁNDLI. HE IDENTITY OF_THE
IN VERSE 2 PROPOSES A PROBLEM. THERE ARE TWO BASIC
S CONCERNING THE IDENTITY OF THESE PEOPLE,
%ﬁ AMCESTOR, MANY GOOD AND CONFIDENT SCHOLARS
s HE SONS OF GOD HAD TO DO WITH THE

INTERMINGLING WITH THE UNGODLY
ND BRINGING TO EARTH A RACE OF PER-
ERTED PEOPLE WHOSE ACTIVITIES ARE DESCRIBED IN THE

DAYS BEFORE THE JUDGMENT OF THE FLOOD, THIS IS A
VERY GOOD AND VALID INTERPRE ON,AND ITS NUMBER 1
PROPONENT IS C.I. SCOFIELD&M. MANY
PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT THE SO D WERE INDEED
NGELS, FOR THEY ARE SQ NAMED IN JOB 1:b AND-38:Z,
HIS TERM "SONS OF Egu IS ASCRIBED TO FOUR CLASSES
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F PEOPLE: ADAMI CHRIST, CHRISTIANS, AND ANGELS.,

N ALL ) HAVE‘PR;BAB V]BEHNCINFLUENC i
IN MY [NTERPRETAZA@N-BY-JR, 3. . _McCLAIN AND R1
JOHN b i1 TCOMBISAYS OF THIS ;
™ LIKE THE ANIEDEH-UVIAN-DINOSAURS OR FERRIBLEikd-
ARDS, WHO WERE_CURSED—IN—FHE-ANIMAL KINGDOM, TH
P QP WERE TH n" 3 MONSTRQ OF A_HUMAN
2 - B - == AR = QL ED
THE GURSE.QE.unn,wAs UPON THE OFFspéﬁﬁggﬁifégiif
CLOEENT=MEN, AND' JHEIR

jTFm:m;&--.-r.-‘qm

Al ‘M-‘. - —

e LA n---—-‘_.--

ilBuIED.IQ_IHE_QQRRUEIIQN_QE_IHE_B%EE
JﬂlUMR_DQ_IHE_:LQQD;_ﬂEEE_EEleﬂﬂLJﬂMlaABANDQNEQTEEE
s21Bl1uAL_uERL1AﬁE_1m_IﬂE_ﬂuMAN_BAQ%_ANQ_ﬂ%gFE_UETP
THE EARTH WIIH EVIk AND %1 ENCE, 1T IS DIFFICUL

TO EXPLAIN
MENTIONED IN CONNECTION WITH
COMPARED TO THE SEXUAL PER

GESTS THAT THE WHO LATED THE EARTH
P RIOR TO THE FLOOD WERE
AND VERSE 11 SUGGESTS THA

FILLED THE EARTH! THE ONLY CURE-"FGR SUCH MEN_WA? WAS

M RADICAL4a=:!HlLixELJmLJNQUBABL__ELSﬁ.Eégg- IN_AN
EVIL WORLD, ONE MAN IN CONTRAST TO THE REST OF THE

GENERATION WALKED WITH GoD. NOTHING FROM PAST
EXPERIENCE OR COMMOM SENSE COULD DIRECT HIS PATH,
ONLY HIS FAITH IN GOD OVER AN UNTROD, UNCHARTED
COURSE. THIS WAS ONE OF SATAN’'S EARLY STRATEGIES
TO RUIN THE HUMAN RACE IN THE EARLY DAWN OF HUMAN
HISTORY., HAS ALWAYS BEEN ONE OF

SATAN'S DESTRO MAN S MORAL
AND ETHICAL WELL-BEING, , THE LORD
LIKENS THE T{ME oF HIS RETURN THE DAYS BEFORE

THE FLQOD., IN OTHER WORDS, THE WORLD WILL BE RIPE
FOR JUDGMENT. MEN WILL BE.BREQCCUPIFD WITH EVLL
AND WILL BE VIRTUALLY INDIFFERENT TO THE THINGS OF
GOD, MUCH IN THE SAME FASHION AS IN: NOAH'S DAY

I1. “JH GIANTS WHO CURBED THE PROGRESS OF GOD'S

PEOPLE - NuMBers 15:30-33
THE SPIES ON THEIREggﬁgﬁ%gﬁxEEQLILQN INTO CANAAN
~  DEVELOPED WHAT SOM CALLED THE ,.GRASSHORRER

%%MELEX-- THEY SAW A LAND RICH IN_NATURAL RESOURCES
T, INSTEAD OF CONTEMPLATING ON HOW THEY COULD
CAPITALIZE ON THE RESOURCES, THE

THE.OBSTACLES—IN«THE.LAND. ONE OF THE FOREMOST
OBSTACLES HAD TO DO WITH THE SONS=ORmANAK. |HE

\ . o
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WORD GIANTS IN VERSE 33 IS THE SAME HEBREW WORD

IN GENESIS 6:4, INSTEAD OF REACTING IN FAITH,THE
MAJORIIY _REPORT WAS A REACTION OF FEAR., IT IS
ABSOLUTELY AMAZING THAT THESE_PEQPLE WHO HAD FAITH
TO SPRINKLE BLOOD FOR ATONEMENT IN ORDER TO COME
OUT OF EGYPT LACKED FAITH TO BELIEVE GOD COULD TAKE
THEM INTO THE LAND OF PROMISE. IHEY HAD FAITH THAT
GoD COULD? THEM BUT DID NOT HAVE FAITH THAT
Gop couLD THEM. THE GIANTS IN THE TEXT SPEAK
OF THOSE @BSTAGEES Gop's PEO

AND KEEP THEM IN THE WILDERNESS INSTEAD OF THE %AND
LEPROMISE, A QNE-MQONIH' S JOURNEY BECAME THE AIM=

LESS WANDERINGS OF AN ENTIRE .ENERATHON. EVERY

WHICH Go ES, THE CHURCH TO TAKE
WILL BE FILLED wxm% LACK OF %w, LACK
OF RESQURCES, LACK OF KEEP THE LORD S PEOPLE
OUT OF THE PLACE OF BLESSING,

[T, THE GIANTS WHO CHALLENGED THE PEOPLE OF GOD -
SAMUEL 17

THERE ARE FEW BIBLE STORIES MORE MEMORABLE THAN THIS
ONE. WAS OF THE STOCK OF ,JANAKIM WHO HAD
BEEN DRIVEN OUT OF THE LAND BY_ JOSHUA, AND THEY
PROBABLY TOQK REFUGE WITH THE PHILISTINES. (JOSHUA
11:21-727) | USED THE TERM GIANTS IN THE REGRRL
BECAUSE GOLIATH HAD FOUR OTHER BROTHERS, AND THE
FACT THAT DAVID TOOK FIVE STONES FROM THE BROOK
INDICATED IN MY JUDGMENT THAI HE WAS PREPARED TO
TAKE ON THE WHOLE FAMILY! (I SamueL 21:22) THis
CHAPTER REMINDS US THAT THE S VICTORIES ARE

WON WITH L. kﬂ%_x
- [ SamueL 17:12 WHEN ONE LOOKED AT TINY
AVID, THE ODDS IN THE CONFLICT SEEMED ABSOLUTELY

IMPOSSIBLE, GOLIATH'S ARMOR ALONE WEIGHED ALMOST
0 POUNDS WHICH PROBABLY EXCEEDED Davip’s FULL
WEIGHT. DAVID WAS NOT THE WARRIOR IN JESSE S FAMILY,

HE WAS THE w BROTHER! HE WAS—SMALL,
UNTRALNED, INE CED, AND-NQ.MAN _OF _WAR, By
CONTRAST, HE WAS A susausan,—nesxé MUSICIAN, WHAT

DID HE KNOW ABOUT_PHYSICAL COMBAT? IN ALL OF THIS
THERE IS A PRINCIPLE, ?HAT GOD USES
UNLIKEL PLE_TO WORK, (I CoRINTHIANS 1:
26-29) @&&m S - VERSE 4-7 GOLIATH
MUST HAVE BEEN A FEARSOME SIGHT. EVERYBOQY THOUGHT
DAVID WAS GOING TO GET HIS "KILLING—DONE” THAT DAY,
AND NONE WERE WILLING TO ACCOMPANY HIM - NOT EVEN

SAUL. DAVID'S PLAN o; ATTACK WAS WITH .UNCONVENTION-
ALWEARONS: THE NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY ON THI

PASSAGE AS I TES TO BELIEVERS IS_LL_%QRLNIHr
IANSJ.D-:-J.:Z-@Q AN UNLIKELY WARFARE. DAVID WAS
NO MATCH FOR GOLIATH, BUT HIS REASON FOR CHALLENGING

5
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COMBAT WAE NOT FOR PERSONAL BUT RATHER FOR THE
0D

LORY OF THERE 1S A SENSE IN WHICH YOU AND
ARE IN COMBAT WITH LY E, AND WE DARE-NOT
S OF _LYING AND
. RE BEYOND US. THE WELL-ORGANIZED FORCES

OF SATAN'S UNSEEN ARMY IN THE S TUAL WORLD COULD
WELL OVERWHELM IEE CHRISTIAN, éggé
“INNBR - VERSE 0 SAY THAT ID WAS A
«DOG—I-S-AN_UNDERSTATEMENT., DAVID WAS THE ONLY PERSON
ON THAT BATTLEFIELD WHO BELIEVED AND EXPECTED TO
WIN, w=NO_ONE_ELSE DID, [HERE IS A SENSE IN WHICH,
WHEM PEOPLE LOOK AT THE WORLD AND THE CHURCH, THERE
IS A CONSENSUS OF OPINION THAT
EVIL IS LARGE, ,.QUDs AND SEEMINGLY .INVINCIBLE., "THE
GOLIATHS OF THIS WORLD .STRUJT, BOASI., AND_BLASPHEME
GOD WITH NO APPARENT FEAR_OF JUDGMENT. THE CHURCH
ALWAYS GETS IN TROUBLE WHEN WE USE THE=WORED- S
: ‘ THIS STORY HAS
BEEN A SOURCE OF COURAGE AND INSPIRATION FOR PEOPLE
ALL OVER THE WORLD FOR MANY GENERATIONS. [HE GIANTS
OF OPPOSITION ARE EVERYWHERE, BUT THE LORD'S PEOPLE
NEED NOT FEAR.




"' GOD SPEAKS AT CALVARY"

__The last words a person utters in this life are
usually the ones for which he is remembered. Apart
M from the words: "_I only regret that I have but one
life to give for my country,”" I cannot tell you one
word that Nathan Hale ever said. I am sure that many
of the speeches given by Albin Barkley, a former Vice
President of the United States, can be remembered by
his admirers, but I only remember those words he sp-
oke the night of his death as he was delivering an
address on a university campus. He quoted Psalm
84:10--..."1 had rather be a doorkeeper in the house
of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness."
With the speaking of these words he collapsed...passed
away.
From the ss of C
utterances which a
words. WwWe will look at them in the_arder in which
theyigggg%%in the Gospels, not necessarily in the
order in which they were spoken.

I. MY GOD, MY GOD WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?
Matthew 27:46
There have been somw in human his=-
(™ tory. There have been some times when it appeared
g 7 1 T
ien. Such was the case in Church History when nation
after nation fell under the mighty sweep °fgﬁ§lﬂﬂh
In 732 A.D. the armies of Mohammed crossed yren-
ees and boasted that St. Peters Cathedral in Rome
would be turned into a stable for their horses. It
appeared as if France and all of Europe would fall
before the armies of Mohammed-~~ but then a man nam-
ed and the Batile of Tours surpressed
the oncomeing foe--=_a dark time in the history of
Christianity--its very existence at stake--but it
was nothing compared to the hourx before us.

It is said of MakbdRedaeber thot this phrase so
gripred his soul while he was meditating on the Cross
one day, that he sat for a long while in his chair
without food and motionless. When at long last he
rose from his thoughts he was heard to exclam in
amazement: "God forsaken of_God! Who can undersiand
B2 M

I am sure there are many gysteries about the
- Cross which human khinds cannot rathom. But I do
' know that lge ko  soodemenyi

bpﬂwb : T T - -
e ~%f~z:7/




"He was being forsaken that you® and I might be
for 1ven." (Sanaersj This ery of our Lord reveals

. ofor lt.aﬂam_men_fmm

_Q_d mmﬂ & 0D 2 Qn h -
™~ t.hﬂ_p.enalxx_o.f_o.ur_sma_tw.:tmam in order
moment of time,.  The song writer has explalned it in
the following fashion:
"Well might the sin in darkness hide, Isa. 53:6
And shut His glories in, 1 Pet.2:2)
When God, the mighty Maker, died 2. Coxr.512L

For mam, the creatures sin, "

I1. FATHER, FORGIVE THEM; FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT
THEY DO.... Luke 25:34

of a victim of cruc1f1x1on

A ST-RRLTSTOF-0 M T-F-Teh i o]
was to guBse. and _gweax both at his and

at the_growd standing around watching. Yet listen to
the words of Jesus even as the soldiers were in the
-Rrocess. of aal.llng Him to the cross. There ]_s_n.n_

t“'\

1n mercy!
how He appli

b ng
eLHia_me_:smh;nL---"pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute you.'" Mt. 5:44

This 1is G°d'§-ﬁ£§:nﬂl-ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ; to men who say that God
does not love them.,.. when iIn the name of religion the
most outrageous crimein history is carried out====

e is the emotion displayed}
Some men have asdked if this prayer was answered.

Obviously, some did le;gxg even at the hour of the
crucifixion--the centurion._ But the of the

prayer 1is that in eve 9

: : S : _ 3
ible for everv sinning man, It is up to man to_accept

such a gift}

ITI. TODAY SHALT THOU BE WITH ME IN PARADISE
Luke 23:43

The scene at Calvary is that ofmw
In one sense o e

word,
® vor, Selebire Rl ALY -, = |

. Bitter of his s1tuat10n-1ﬁh=znhgggg:g:~and
Soldrw _-af..ﬂhus;.n.f_;mw =Saye my

Men waht out of the _masery

. ....to._.a;.l ess
d honor to God} /




This statement reminds us that our Lord was indeed
perfeegt humanlty and also as deity here he resorts
to the minute details of prophecy--Psalm 69:21

VII. IT IS FINISHED =--John 19:30

It is said of a great English statesman
that his final cry &l do, so 11 e
There are probably several ideas involved in what was
finished on Calvary. The word finished has been
translated to meanw" It is this aspect
of Calvary we wish ss today. In early liter-
ature I am told this word "finished" was used to
ge31gnate a Qur e b

" 1 hear the Saviour say, thy strength indeed
is small, Child of weakness, watch and pray,
Find in menthine all in all.

Jesus paid it all, All to Him I owr;
Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed
it white as snow.




Some will want to quarrel over the theology of this

loves you and S/inaNTrRS "

The great sin jcees was that they
loved theinmewi.kind. God requ1res the Christian to
love those who do not love him. There is very little
of this in Christendom today. We are_xige to those
who are piee to us and .aasEg to those who are nasby
to us! We are either poor or good advertizement for
our Lord--no in between.

V. WE OUGHT TO LOVE THE SECOND COMING--2 Tim. 4:8

This verse should awaken believers to the im-
ortance of our attitude toward the coming of the Lord.
13~ In most cases, the Seeond Coming of Christ is something
2:2r that is ggg.d or @rather than loved! Rarely
- ) d a Christain
One big reason

/ —SRLEL
" &'are too settled in thls world and its philosopies.

We are perfectl to live today with all of our
s and to the point that the Saviour
retur'h is not 1mportant let alone loved!

Paul was sure of a-rewawrd for all persons who
€ Nlove th

e comlng of the Leord. He-:-knnu—-tha&:any—Chm:s—t-
3 ] . : :

~Qualify for rewards. (1 John 3:1-
Now our study comes bac o our introductory
point--if we love the Saviour we will love His appear-

bt eetdl 1

—i - I remember hearing a story
"leaout a _sea ip who returned to his home village
after s at sea. As the boat reached the

dock there were the wives and famili of the sailors

stapding, wag;ng, weeping and obviously happy about the
return of the Shlp.—T% gaptaln looked around the pier
for his wife but did not see her. When he made his
way to their home his wife was «sdiiing in the living
room restijs—themsiStagepaper. As he entered the
room, she stood to greet him and said: L AN

Ugleome. nome
.'" There was nathing
lmpoper about t ting but somehow it-d-aeked dn

-she had been waiting but not_anxiousl
waiting t o the point that she went to the pler to get
that first glance of the ship coming in toward the

Mshore. I wonder if our attitude toward the Lor's re-
turn is not like this,




"IGNORANCE IS NO EXCUSE"

Paul uses the little phrase," I would not have you to
be ignorant, brethren,™ to introduce some very interesting
Bible truths. ( We use to use it in seminary in a joking way.)

I. THE PERILS OF PREACHING-~hom. 1:13
1. The word "let" means to hinder.
Paul had hinderances in preaching the gospel:
a. BExternal-- Thessalonia=- 1 Thess. 2:l18
Acts. 17:5-dason
Philippi—jail
Ephesus-- riot over Demetrius
Jerusalem
Lystra--stoned and ieft for dead.
(keads like and adventure story—-beatings
and suffering all kinds of obstacles.)
2 Cor, 1l:2) ff,

b. Internal
l. Thorn in the flesh
2. Bad eyss-=Gal. 4:13-15
c. Infernal
Fickle compahions like John Mark and Demas.
2. 2 Cor, 1:8-10
This situation was unique for Paul but in some measure
it befalls all who follow in his train.
a. Just recently-- Walt Clase
Bob Munday--Secubity
wrs, Correlle— beat him over the
head.
Man at New Hope

II. BLESSING IN BLININESS--Rom. 11325
1 Cor, 15:8 Now and the future blessing of the earth.

ITI. TRUTH ABOUT TYPES-- 1Cor. 101l

I¥, GREATNESS OF GIFTS~-1Cor, 12

V. COMFORT QF HIS COMING--1 Thess. L:13 ff.

We forget that some folk never hear the simple things we
become use to or take for granted—Second Coming.
##Llady in the shoe store in Albion.



% THE INAEILITY OF OMNIPOTENCE"

Last Sunday I spoke to you about our God who is able to do
things. Today, let us look at some matters which or all-
powerful God cannot will not do. Our subjeci could just
as easily be called Eéggg_lhiggg God Cannot Do."/ I am rem-

- inded that this one ¢i the theological propositions dis-
cussed by theologians many years ago-- could God make a rock
so big he could not lift it}

I. GOD CANNOT LIE--Titus l:2
"That by two immutable things , in which it
was impossible for God to lie..."
##Last Sunday evening after churche. A discussion of Rev.
21:8 considerable interest and question. The usage of the
ropex - term—- because we know the weakmess of human kind. We
'ueglo  know qur fleeting interest in truth, For in reality, the
1 - )ywork lie is connected with the word—"false." A liar is
}-’4' ~ | one who regards the truth lightly. St WO
h\‘ J'/¢/ |As Yy Cannot God Lie? £, €246 = ﬂﬂi.zﬁ‘%
Bound up in His unchangable character. Heb, 13:5
We change with time and circumstances because we are
coming inot grips with new truth., Sometimes we change
for the worst--itSanford.
"Great is thy faithfulness, 0 God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
N Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be...

|
|
|
|
|
Rt James 1:17

llie "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
7h=da*gih and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom

is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."

Bs Why Is This Meaningful To Us?
His promise of salvation. "the Scripture canuo} be

brokens..." John 10 :35

Qur salvation, hope for all eternity rests on this very

foundations The God who promised it—-can and wWll bring

it to pass—He could do nothing elsel
| ###lr, Irwin--"How can we be sure the Bible is true?
| Answer: It is the word of the God for
© whom it is impossible to lie.

II. GOD CANWOT CONDEMN THE KIGHTEQUS WITH THE WICKLD—-Gen.l9:22

A. The Question of Uestination Settled In This Life ,
Misconception about the Pearly Gates. Peter. These
are foreign to the “ible--the result of fable and joke,

n s#xPersonal Experience:

| When did you receive Christ as Saviour? You settled
your destination for eternity right there and thenl

| As if God gave you a ticket to glory=--your reservation

is secure. The fear of Hell gone--or should be.
An Tnheritance--1 Pet. lil=5

4




B. The Question of Position Is Settled.

Book of Ephesians is the usage 6f the little prepositon
"in¥ ‘choseniin him, "accepted in the beloved"™ in Him,
"in Chiist"--~ Eph. 2:10
There is a wonderfulfﬂfaggéégi)mentioned in this book.
F. B, Meyer suggests—- just as a sponge in the sea is
in the water and the water is in it——so we in Christ and |
He in us., He is in the believer-- as sap in the vine.

We in Him--asstones in a great Temple,
Romans 8:l-- now
John 5:2l -- "shall not came"

This takes care of my past, present, futurel
"Calvary Lovers It All"

Notice however what this same Pible says about the unbeliever:
John 3:18 "already"-- right now! Lost nowl
A condemned man in death
row} The sentence of deaht
on him-- the execution is
all that awaits!
John 3336 "abideth" Need=--a pardoni

Sword of Dam.

One of the blessed truths from a careful Peading of the |
|

How glad that I am as safe as God's son--Jesus Christ--fleé to

Him,

™, III. GOD CANNOT SAVE MEN APART FROM CHRIST— Acts l:12

Think of what this verse days and then think of what
men say about salvation——-
l. Belong to my particular religious group. My church.
2. Be haptized by certain church
3. Receive certain instruction from our church.
e Or it is my opinion, I think as long as une is

“sinceress«..how foolish}

us. of a compass going to sea——take my chancesl

Problem:
))If there had been any other way for men to be saved—-
/1 God would have used that way---if there waee any other
" 'way=-then Christ died in vain.

IV, GOD CANNOT OFFER YOU A SECUND OPPORTUNITY ONCE YOU AKE

DEAD -- Luke 16:26
Don't ever forget this—do not let anyone deceive you with
any other wreckless scheme or daydreams or wishful thinkingl
This may sounddhard but the truth is often diffloult to
appreciate,
Let me remind you that the sweetest, kindest, most loving
person who ever lived talked more about Hell xdx than a
othier person in history. (He)@amed GEDEo)fles thatyplaceh
A. No Person Has Ever Had That Second Chance:
bkvery person who ever enters Heaven's portals will be
saved hereon earths Not one exception to that rule.

Y




B. No passage In the Bible To Offer Hope After Death,

The idea of a place called Purgatory were one has an

m opportunity for improvement~- no a schread of proff in
. the Bible.

Heb. 9:27, James l:llj, 2 Cor. 6:1l-2
Ciose with a story used many many times but it says
exactly what 1 want to say...No Heaven
No Hell
No Hurry...Don Kulff. @ince 1ll.

C‘L'J‘-“T?su'tl& Q. gcﬁl& IMQ.! \’ﬂQA_-V-_) /'JOMJ




RoBERT K. SPRADLING OctoBer 9, 1977

AM,
MOSES. SERVANT OF GOD

Expgyg)Z:l—ZS

MANY PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT MOSES, NOT FROM READING
THE BIBLE, BUT THROUGH THE EFFORTS OF

As A MATTER OF FACT, SOME QF THOSE SAME PEOP%T I
BELIEVE MOSES LOOKED LIKE EHARtIQN_ﬁESIQN. T IS
A MATTER OF RECORD THAT LECIL D. DEFMILLE WAS

GREATLY INFLUENCED BY ﬁ PREACHER WHO PRAYED FOR HIM
WHEN HE WAS A CHILD, 1 _SHALL NEVER FORGET THE FEEL

OF THAT OLD PREACHER'S HANDS ON MY HEAD. 1 HAVE
ENJOYED THE GREATEST HONOR OF LIFE, HERE IN_HOLLYWOQD
HAVE MET T aREATES] AR U A
EE HAD ANY THRILL AS. L' OF THAT
PREACHER S HANDS ON MY WUC‘ 0_DO

Lnibal 1IN
ARE GOING TO _Q
THE CHI OoF ISRAEL DISCOY

foDAY, WE i
D .  SOMETIMES HE BINDS

HIS SUBJECTS WITHSQEIL.BLEASURF AROTHE WELCOME CHAIN
#™ OF GREED AND PASSION, BUT SOMETIMES IT IS WITH THE

ARD, CRUEL GHAJ-N=—QE-VIOLENCE-AND. QPPRESSION.,
WAS TO LEARN THAT ONE CANNOT BE FREED FROM
H'S POWER AND REMAIN IN . To
DO SO WOULD ONLY INYITE RENEWED SLAVERY. G(OD'S
.EEEEEEEIFOR His REDEEMED PEOPLE WAS TO MOVE THEMUQ%;
INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN, THE LAND OF GoD S
PROMISE, IN ORDER TO ACCOMPLISH THIS MOVE ACCORDING

o Gop's IIME AND.aqunuLE WAS NEEDED.
O THE CHILDREN OF [SRAEL SU PPRESSION OF
EeypPT, IT HUST HAVE APPEARED AS IF

SNOTHING ., OWEVER, THEY MUST LEARN THAT LOD™ILS NEVER
N A _HURRY . E ACCOMPLISHES HIS WORK ACCORDI \IO
I. MOSES’ FAMILY - v. 1-10 =
I AM IMPRESSED WITH N GOD USED
THE VERY TO ACCOMPLISH nIS OWN REDEMP-
IVE PURPOSE., D IT NOT BEEN FOR THE COMMAND OF
HAROAH TO EBREW MALE CHILDREN INTO THE $IVER;
«™, IJlOSES WOUL ER HAVE B EN,RES;UEQ.BY’EHA%QAH_S
DAUGHTER AND TRAINED IN—EHARQAH_S_HQMSE. DERSHEIM

REMINDS US THAT THE PLAN WAS NATURAL IN ITS PROGRESS,

A A
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BUT SUPERNATURAL IN ITS PURPOSES AND RESULTS. MosEs
WAS BORN INTO A HOSTILE, UNFRIENDREY WORLD.
~

A, His BELIEVING PARENTS
THE FAITH oF MoSES’ PARENTS IS osvroui 2 THE

TEXT BﬁFORE US, BUT SPELLED ouT IN HeB. 1

CHILD; AND THEY WERE NOT AFRAID OF THE KING S COMMAND-
MENT, lOSES’ PARENTS RECEIVED

CONCERNING THE IMPORTANCE AND SIGNIFIEﬁhQE BE ih;é
BABY A? EARLY DATE THAT HE
H

WAS GOD'S CHOSEN DELIVERE EIR FAITH IN GOD FQUND
A WAY TO PRESERVE THE LIFE OF THEIR INFANT SON. THEY
DEVIS;D Andéggﬁ LITERALLY_A_PAPER BROAT! HOWEVER,
Moses’ sAF AS AND NOT IN A FRAIL BOAT.
. |HEIR FAITH WOULD NOT LET THEM
FEAR THE POTENTIAL WRATH OF THE KING. THIS AR

HAD TO BE TH : ﬁoses
AS THE THIRD CHILD IN THE FAMILY. WAS BETWEEN
AND 15 YEARS OF AGE AND AARﬁN WA% 14YEA S OLD.
N

HE ARK IS MENTIONED ONLY IN GE ERE AS
~ THERE IT WAS_SEALED WITH PITCH TO KEEP OUT THE WATERS
OF DEATH. .IH.LSEC.B.E.I_D.LE.B.EAINLSS FOR MANY MEN HAS
BEEN GODL¥ﬁEé%%§%§ T TOOK FAITH TO PLACE THEIR

CHILD IN WHICH WAS THE VERY PLACE WHERE

OTHER CHILDREN WERE KILLED. MoSES' PARENTS, LIKE
MANY OTHER.EHETSILAN_BARENIS; TURNED THEIR CHILDREN
OVER TO GoOD, AM SURE MANY PARENTS WHO ARE
JMISSIONARLES AND CHRISTIAN S HAVE FELT THE SAME
TUG AT THE HBART"AS THEY HAVE LEFT THEIR CHILDREN IN
THIS COUNTRY WHILE THEY RETURN TO A FOREIGN FIELD,
FAITH FINDS A WAY TO DO THAT WHICH IS RIGHT.

B. His BRIGHT SISTER - V. 4, 7-9

VERY LITTLE 1S SAID ABOUT THE
IN THIS DRAMA. HER ALERT SUGGESTION SEEMS TO BE VERY
I ONCE AGAIN, THE

dﬁﬂn&&nﬁﬂﬂﬁ.nﬁ.ﬁnp IS SEEN IN SUCH A METHOD. [|HERE IS
NO WAY PHAROAH S DAUGHTER WOULD SUSPEGT=A-CHILD SO
JOUNG. OF ANY KIND OF PLOT OR SCHEME. (HER WISDOM

AND THINKING WAS PHENOMENAL.
™




N

C. A_BENEVO = - ¥; 59

J It WA§K$Q?%%$;%§%I THAT PHAROAH'S DAUTHER WENT TO
THE RIVER TICULAR SPOT, ON THAT PARTICULAR

DAY, T NAS_EQ_AGCW THAT THE BABY WEPT TO TOUCH
THE HEART OF HAEOAH S DAUGHTE FEEL CERTAIN SHE

KNEW THIS WAS Y. ?O HAVE THROWN THE 7
WEEPING BABY INTO THE RIVER, IN SPITE OF HER FATHER S

DECREE WOULD HAVE BEEN CRUEL AND PHAROAH'S DAUGTHER
ACTED w&mww

—WOMAN, _ WHAT COULD BE THE HARM IN SAVING QONE SUCH
0

SON. [HROUGH THIS ACTIVITY, SES LIFE IS PRESERVED,
HIS VERY QWN MOTHER IS PAID.WAGES FOR CARING FOR HER

owN CHILD! MosSEs IS EIVEN THE—EINﬁSI.E?M%QI%QH
_JNULUJUHJLJMLEEXEI. CCORDING TO ACTS /:ZZFF INOSES

27

WAS A_STUDENT, STATESMEN, AND SOLDIER. WE ARE TOLD
THAT NO COUNTRY ATTACHED VALUE TO.EDUCATION AS DID

THE EGYPTIANS., A CHILD STARTED TO SCHOOL SHORTLY
AFTER BEING WEANED. HE LEARNED HIEROGLYPHICS, SCIENCE

MAT!:; Y, CHEMISTRY, MEDLCINE, -RHILOSOPHY,
EC

ETC. HERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THIS ADOETED SON
EIVED TH '

HISTORIANS RECORD THE FACT THAT HE WAS AN QUTSTANDING
MILITARY LEADER.

IT. MOSES" DECISION - v. 11-14

ONCE AGAIN, WE LEARN MORE ABOUT HIS DECISION TO

IDENTIFY WITE HIS PEOﬁﬁE IN HEBREWS THAN WE DO IN
THE Book OF EXoDuS. v EAITH MoSES, WHEN HE WAS
| R 0O R J

- n V- - - ‘. . Wll
LICTION WITH THF PFOPLF OF U0OD THAN TO ENJOY THE

SEASON; ESTEEMING PROACH
TER_RICHES THAN THE TREASURES IN LGYPT,
(Hep, 11:24-26) KEEP IN MIND THAT FOSES WAS RAISED

IN S PALACE AND WAS TREATED AS HIS m&%%

WHEN HE RODE THROUGH THE STREETS IT WAS ALW

A.B.Q.Y.A.L_ENID.U-EAGE AND MESSENGERS CRYING OUT BEFORE
Bl THE _KNEF

HIS CHARIOT WHICH PEOPLE DID WITHOUT
QUESTION. 1F HE IT WAS IN A

WAS AT HIS FINGERTIPS. HAS TO BE THE MOST

.?.QJ.D.E.N_BARGE; AMIDST THE STRAIN OF_EI_EASMJS.E'.-
HERE IS NO DOUBT THAT TME WEALHTND POWER OF LGYPT
OSES d@

~ FAMOUS RENUNCTATION IN HISTORY.
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A. I was A STuDIED DECISION - “WHEN MOSES WAS GROWN”

P Moses was 40 YEARS QLD WHEN HE MADE THIS DECISION,
[T WAS NOT THE_IMPULSIVENESS OF YOUTH OR THE_CRY. OF
_YOUTHFUL_EMOTION BUT RATHER IT WAS THE
CHO

AND WHO KNEW FULL WELL THE STEPS HE
WAS TAKING AS HE TURNED FROM ONE OF THE MQOST MIGHTY
ATIONS IN THE WORLD TO IDENTIFY WITH A SLAVE NATION.
OSES COULD NOT WALK AWAY FROM THE FACT THAT HIS
. NO MATTER WHAT HE WOULD POSSESS
S THOUGH HIM DAY AND NIGHT. NO AMOUNT OF
EARTHLY_SUCCESS CAN SOFTEN OR SILENCE THE CRY OF A
CONSCIENCE THAT REQUIRES MEN JO.BE-EREE. |HIS WAS
NO__IGNORANT PERSON, ~BUTL A _MATURE STRONG
: ’ NEW_HOW..TO _USE_POWER BUT WHO
CAME TO THE EORKS .OF THE .ROAD WHERE HE.MUST DECIDE.
His OPPORTUNITY IN EGYPT WAS GREATER THAN THAT OF

dassau. HE COULD HAVE ASCENDED TO THE ITSELF!
OWEYER, MOSES KNEW HE COULD NOT BE CALLED 2

—SQLQE_EHMHG&_DAJJ&.HLEB AND STILL HAVE PART "WITH
IHE_PEOGPLE OF GOD. P

B, IT WAs A SYMPATHETIC DECISION -"HIS BRETHREN....

THEIR BURDENS

MOSES LIVED INPHARGAH-S—RALACE, BUT THE=BLQQD OF
HEBREW PARENTS COURSED THROUGH HIS VEINS. HOW COULD
HE BE COMFORTABLE WITH_EGYPT S WEALTIH WHEN THOUSANDS
QF HIS KINSMEN BOWED BEFORE THE_TASK_MASTERS OF
PHAROAH? MOSES WOULD NEVER HAVE PEAC? IN HIS OWN
HEART UNTIL HIS BRETHREN WERE EREE. IN THE KILLING OF
AN EGYPTIAN, MOSTS DEMONSTRATED THE FACT THAT _HE WAS

NOT READY TO BE ISRAEL S D ' HE MoSEs WHO
~HADBEEN TRATNED TN EGVPT S EL 5 EENESTSCHOOLS NEST SCHOGLS MUST | ARN
Y

TO DEPEND NOT UPON HI BUT UPON S
_PDWER. E AND SELE=WILI WOULD NOT ACCOMPLISH
THE WI : 0 G WERE
REQUIRED BEFOREMM oD'S PEOPLE
UT OF EGYPT. MOSES HAD TO LEARN THAT THE WRONGS OF

GYPT COULD NOT BE CORRECTED Qiﬁég%%§=é*%@E. VEN IF
HE COULD HAVE DELIVERED [SRAEL MILITARY
ABILITY IT WOULD HAVE BEEN TEMPORARY IN NATURE. HE
MUST LEARN TO BECOME THE MEEKEST OF MEN,

C. Ir was A StarTLING DECISION -

AccorDING TO HEBREWS, MOSES LOOKED AT THE GLORY

~
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OF EGYPT AND BY FAITH LOOKED INTO THE FUTURE TO SEE
™, THE GLORY OF AND MADE A CHOICE HE WOULD

; COULD ENABLE HIM TO SEE
BEYQND CES AND -SURRENDER—HIS_POSITION
JIN-PHAROAH'S COUR

T WITH ALL ITS TREASURES AND
PLEASURES TO HIS LORD, SOMEONE MAY ASK IF THE DECISIOI
WAS A 600D ONF, HAD MOSES DECIBED TO REMAIN IN
EGYPT HE MAY HAVE B EN JUST ANQTHER-QNE QF A LIST OF
MEN LIKE RAMS UTMOS OR [UT OR A DOZENt OTHER
'NKME§'WFHEH WE BARELK RECOGNIZE AS THE NAMES OF
EGYPTIAN PHAROAHS. As THE LEADER OF GOD'S ANCIENT
PEOPLE, FEW MEN HAVE RISEN TO THE PLACﬁ OF NOTORIETY

As DID Moses. HIS NAME IS REVERED IN AND
Y,

D. It was A SpiriTuAL Decision - "By FAITH”

THERE 1S NO WAY MOSES COULD HAVE DECIDED AGAINST

THE PLEASURES OF EGYPT APART FROM.EALTH. [T WAS
THAT ENABLED HIM TO MAKE SUCH
A CHOICE. N A LIMITED SENSE14§¥§%%=§$§§%N MUST

HOOSE BETWEEN THE WORLD, SYMBOLIZ YPT; AND
HRISTIAN PRINCIPLES. i TH_MAK
COR' F OSES HAD LIVED IN OUR

TME HE COULD HAV

m- THIS IDEA OF STAYING

IN EeYPT., SOMEONE SURELY WOULD HAVE SUGGESTED THAT
HE COULD ACCOMPLISH MORE AND HELP THE CHILDREN OF

ISRAEL MORE BY STAYING IN EGYPT. SURELY IF HE
ASCENDED TO THE THRONE HE COULD _GIVE ASSISTANCE TO

IS NEEDY B FROM_A_POSITION OF ADVANTAGE,
OWEVER, THIS IS THE E%ﬂéggféﬁyAX ANQ:ﬂﬂgggggfﬁfgéz.
HE COULD NEVER ACTIVELY EN IN THE DELIV
NTéL HE WAS_IDENTIFIED WITH HIS PEOPLE. WE DO NOT
50 GOD'S WORK"FROM AN TVORY TOWER.
III. MOSES' EXILE - v. 15-25
A. AN UNFAMILIAR LAND - V.15

CAN YOU IMAGINE THE SHOCK TO MOSES' SYSTEM AT THE
AGE OF 40 WHEN HE WAS JUST BEGINNING TO MAKE MATURE
JUDGMENTS AND HAD THE ABILITY AND BACKGROUND TO MAKE
m&%ﬁf TQ FIND HIMSELF SUDDENLY —EXJILED
#™ T0 ANOTHER CO IN THE EYES OF MEN HE WAS "SGR
WWPBBRE, E HAD TURNED HIS BACK ON_A_PROMISING
__CAREER. BECAUSE OF HIS RELIGIOUS CONVICTION AND NOW FOR

\ 4
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THE NEXT 40 YEARS HE MUST LIVE AMONG_SHEPHERDS AND
™ FLOCKS WHERE ONCE HE HAD LIVED IM THE _SPLENDOR AND
0

ELQRX_QE_EQXEI- AT THIS POINT SES DID NOT KNOW
OD WAS PREPARING HIM FOR THE ExoDUS., THE SQET LIFE
_WAS GONE, NOW HE MUST WORK AS &%3%3%%%9%%?g$§§9§ N
A REMOTE PART OF THE WORLD., MO IRST
MAN TO BE RELEGATED TO SEEMING OBSCURIT: OF
DEC . R E S R T—EXPERTENE
S OFTEN PART OF ﬂggE2:2RfEARAILQN_EQR_EREAIER_IHLNGS.
HERE HE HAD LEARNED THE

LESSONS WELL, NOW HE MUST LEARN LQWLINESS, HUMILIATION
AND SUEEERING; SOMETHING GOD ALWAYS REQUIRES OF

HIS LEADERS, DISOWNED BY HIS OWN HEBREW PEOPLE AND
PURSUED BY ﬁHAROAH, HE MUST SETTLE AMONG I o'
WANDER _FOR 40 LONG ¥EARS.
B. A UNEXPECTED OPPORTUNITY - V.15-20

MOSES WAS A CHIVALROUS, COURAGEOUS MAN. THAT DAY,

HOSE  SHEPHERDS WHO HAD BEEN MAKING IT DIFFICULT FOR

THERS GOT A_REAL_SURpRISE,  MlOSES
ASSISTANCE TO THESE_WOMEN BROUGHT AN OPEN DQOR TO A

~~ PRIEST OF MIDIAN, THIS WAS ALL PART OF GOD'S PLAN
FOR MosEes.

C. An UnsypatHeTIC WIFE- V.21

"

THE WORD “CONTENT” LITERALLY MEANS WILLING.
AccorDING TO Ex0. 4 WAS A_LLOLENT WOMAN

ITH A NASTY WHO HAD LITTLE ORNO.SYMPAIHY FOR
S, WHEN SHE FIRST MET
OSES, SHE WAS OVERCOME BY HIS BRAYERY, BUT AS THEIR

RELATIONSHIP DEEPENED HIS AIMS AND DESIRES IN LIFE
WERE FOREIGN TO HER. HE SEEMS TO HAVE LITTLE IN
__gDMMDN WITH HER HUSBAND OTHER THAN CREATING DIFFICULTY
H

E WAS NOT IN SYMPATHY WITH Moses' o
SPIRITUAL GOALS. (COMMENT REGARDING igHN ﬁESLEY)
L ST
D. An Usen Hanp - v. 24-25

MosSES WAS STANDING, ON THE _THRESHOLD OF A GREAT
SEGMENT OF HIS LIFE. HE WAS_GoD'S MAN IN GOD S
PLAN AND NO ERE&TER THING COULD BS SAID _OF HIM THAN
~> THAT HE WAS GOD'S TRUE SERVANT. JAMES RusSELL LOWELL
EXPRESSED THE SENTIMENT IN THIS WAY: CARELESS SEEMS
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AVENGER; _HLSTORY. PAGES BUT RECORD ONE DEAFH=GRARPLE
IN THE DARKNESS TWIST OLD SYSTEM AND THE WORD

> TRUTH FOREYER ON THE SCAFFOLD, ¥ROMNG FOREVER ON THE

“THRONE, YET ® S THE FUTURE ,AND,
OD IN THE SHADOW

KEEPING WATCH ABOVE HIS OWN., ((HUR CHOICE IS NOT
BETWEEN EGYPT AND LAN EAN BUT IT IS A CHOICE BETWEEN

THIS WORLD AND (OD. VERY MAN MUST CHOOSE. ;D
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N.EIS Visa—el
1982

CERTAIN PEOPLE ARE OR HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED BY
BJECTS. (MacARTHUR - CAp AND CorncOB PIPE,
HURCHILL = CIGAR AND V_AS_IN VICTORY SIGN,

LINCOL

N - STOVEPIPE HAT) IN THE SCRIPTURE CER-
TA BJECTS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH SPECIFIC PEOPLE,
# TENT AS A SYMBOL OF HIS PILGRIM
(GEN. 1%5:3 % ROD WHICH WAS A SYMBOL
W 0

OF WHAT GoD DO UR GIFTS ARE GIVEN TO HIM.
(Ex. 4:2) *7 CQAT SYMBOLICAL OF A PROPER
COVERING, .

THE FACT THAT HE NAS A

SPEAR INDICATIVE OF

OF WAR AND GOVERNED BY

THE FLES CONSTANT THREAT AND DIFFICULTY IN HIS

LIFE, * SLING AND A OTH INDICATING

PROPER NSHIP TOo Gop, - A CHARIOT AND
A MANTLE

«=CALLED _THEM,

I, - . 18-
& HAD AN INTERESTING OBSERVATION ABOUT

SE CoOuLD IT BE THAT THE REASON WE ARE NOT
FISHERS o MEN IS BECOUSE WE ARE sNOFuhOlekOWLNG. HIM?
THE woRD MENDING IS USED ELSEWHERE TO

UGGESTW- SEE_EPH, AND

AL, 6:1. EVERY FISHERMEN KNEW THAT IN ORDER TO BE
MUST BE EXERCISED CON-

CERNING TO BE USED. FISHERMEN DID

NOT SET OUT TO SEA WITH_BROKEN NFTS. | AM TOLD THAT

FISHING WAS .DLEFICULT. _WORK AND THAT THERE WAS CON-

SIDERABLE WEAR UNDER ORDINARY CONDITIONS. BELIEVERS

TODAY FACE A DIFFERENT KIND OF PROBLEM IN CHRISTIAN

MINISTRY., IN MY JUDGMENT AMONG THE
LORD'S PEOPLE HAS HAD IN
PROVIDINGSQuMUCH-COMEORT FOR LHRISTIAN PEOPLE THAT

WE ARE PRONE TO BE.CARELESS REGARDING SPIRITUAL
DISCIPLINE, [N ORDER TO BE A FISHER OF MEN A
MUST BE THROUGHLY ACQUAINTED WITH
: ,ONCE SAID OF A POPULAR PREACHER
UTHERN ENGLAND

— JEIWEHQHWLLKE.IHE.EQSEEL b 6UR CONFIDENCE SHOULD BE
IN THE WORD OF OD AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD_NQI_lN_DUR

MATERIALI ST AN EDUC =
m%w




NETS 2,
" THERE 1S
AND A SUBSTITUTE FOR OTHER (:)
THINGS IN THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. LISTEN TO THE
T FOLLOWING ACCUSATION AGAINST CHURCHES TODAY._"LEGION

=MAY..BE MY _FAULTS .
TIVE HFARER., AM “Lﬂﬂiﬁ.ﬁﬂﬂ:
DISPOSED IN FAVOR QOF THE PREACHER. Q0 | ISTENER

ER. W OR H
J)_SIDLON BAXTER @
] . X : RLAN

A
E SAID OF ANOTHER PREACHE
Y1 ] I\ R, A \ PEFAKER
Al ANDISH

PEAR-R

\

ISTEN TO

\ f 1\
ANOTHER SHOCKING STATEMENT BY AXTER—IH.MHEEEME@
3 OR 1\ - OWSHIP AND W 1\

7

OF A LQCA
B AN CHURCH NOT . TH ATION O -

0 A .

PN T ANY DEGR
| ;:%fﬁﬂﬁa_ﬁl_lﬂﬂ.ﬁﬁﬂlﬁﬂa_.

LA

- I\ I\ ODCA
GHURCHI, UOING WITH THAT IS THE NEED FOR A NEW
INSISTENCE THAT THE MINISTER SHALL READILY STUDY
THE BoOK SO AS TO BE PROFICENT IN EXPOUNDING, ITS
ﬁREADTHS AND LENGTHS AND DEPTHS AND HEIGHTS.

EN WHOM GOD CALLED TO THE TASK OF REACHING MEN
WITH THE GOSPEL WERE AL§AY
(comMPARE , MosEs AND PAuL
THE LORD_S PEOPLE NOT KNOWING SOMETHING ABQ H
D If WE DO N8T KNOW THE BIBLE IT IS
ON'T BLAME GOD FOR OF THE
D OF Gop! ?RELATE EXPERIENCE WITH EORDON BUN-
AWAY AND MY ADV&CE THAT HE WAS NOT READY FOR
CHRISTIAN WORK.

III - o
I

TOhD THAT FISH DID NOT READILY SWIM IN.EUﬁFL
~NEIS. [MOST OF US WOULD READILY AGREE THAT THE LORD
| ¥sg§_ggggu_xzaa£Ls MORE READILY THAN DIRTY ONES.

HIS DOES NOT SUGGEST THAT HE DOES NOT SOMETIMES

\ Ny
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NETS 3

USE EVEN“PAINTED VESSELS. (CONTRAST THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT AND SPIRITUAL GIFTS)
SOMETIMES A MANS._SPIRITMAL.GLELS WILL CARRY AND

HIDE HIS OWN WP?RO?W- RELATE THE
STORY OF JACK SCHULER., T MAY BE POSSIBLE TO BE

REEAPRVERYSSUCCESSENL _IN _SERVICE FROM AN EXTERNAL
POINT OF VIEW AND YET NOT BE SPIRITUALLY ON COMMU-
NION GROUND. | READ A PARAGRAPH RECENTLY THAT
LEAPED FROM THE P YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN VERY UN-
HAPPY ONCE, WHEN éﬂ%; WAS OVER, IF YOU HAD FLUNG
YOURSELVES DOWN UPON A PRAYERLESS BED. AND YET IT
MAY BE THAT YOU DO IT NOW WITH NEVER A THOUGHT THAT
YOU ARE GRIEVING GoD. YOu WOULD HAVE BEEN MISERABLE
ONCE, AND FULL OF GUILTY SHAME, HAD YOU BEEN CRUEL,
DISHONEST OR IMPURE AND YET IT MAY BE THAT TONIGHT

YOU SIN, THESE SINS WITHOUT—ANY—INWARD—UNHAPPINESS

AT _ALL.” THIS STATEMENT BY G. H. MORRISON SHOCKS

US BACK TO REALITY. IT CRIES OUT TO US TO BE
SENSLLIME ABOUT CLEANSING, (Ps. 51 anp I Jn. 1:9)

111, = 16=

WE HAVE CONSIDERED THIS PASSAGE JUST RECENTLY AND

] WOULD LIKE TO SUGEEST ONLY ONE IDEA AND THAT IS

WE NEVER CATCH FISH UNTIL AND UNLE-(S]S WE MAKe=fN
EFFORS. PLEASE DON'T COMPLAIN TO Gop ABOUTSRIRIIUAL

=LRYNESS ANDHD,EM],N,ESS IF_YOU MAKE NO EFFORT TO
WITNESS OF AIS GRACE. MANY CHRISTIAN REMIND ME OF

THE @Ml SITTING ON THE €REEK=BANK CRYING BECAUSE
HE WAS CATCHI L t ME H

T NEYER OCCURRED TO HIM TO DROP HIS HOOK
INTO THE ! THER IS ONE PRAYER THAT SOME
CHRISTIAN PRAY WHICH.MUST MAKE GOD CRINGE IT GOES
SOMETHING LIKE THIS C'DEAR LORD SEND SOME SINNERS
INTO OUR CHURCH ON SUNDAY .

u [\ [\ 0 I\

A MAN LIKE
THAT OUGHT TO STARVT TO DEATH LET ALONE FAIL IN THE
FISHING BUSINESS! [F WE ARE GOING TO WANMEN TO

CHRIST WE MUST GO WHERE Y ARE WITH «RPRORER=EQUIR -
MENT DEPENDI - TO BRING IN THE BOUNTI-
FUL CATCH. HEN WE TRUS , HE WILL H IS

) WORK IN.THLS.MWAY,

A
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ROBERT K. SPRADLING DECEMBER 21, 1980
AM,

THE OFFICES OF CHRIST: KING
Joun 19: 13-19

THE GLORY OF EARTHLY KINGS IS A FADI
~ERAGILE GLORY, NO KING HAS EVER‘RUEE% FOR
AS LONG AS ONE-HUNDRED YEARS. SOME
PHARAQHS GOT CLOSE, REIGNING INTO THE NINETIES.
OF FRANEE RULED FORwZZ_YEARS, THE
LONGEST REIGN IN EUROPEAN HISTORY.

(RELATE EXPERIENCE IN CAIRO MUSEUM AND

_King TUT’S THRONE AND COFFIN, ONE VIEWS
5,000 YEARS OF HISTORY, BUT KING TuT wAs

NOT THERE!)

THE SHAH OF IRAN, WHO DIED THIS YEAR COULD
TRACE HIS ANCESTRY ALL_THE WAY BACK TO

YRUS THE G , SoME 500 vears B.C.

VEN THOUGH HIS SON CLAIMS TO BE HEIR TO THE
THRONE OF IRAN OR.ANCIENT PERSIA, THEY JOIN

THEPARADE OF THE KINGS OF THE EARTH HHO MARCH
«LOQWARD THE _GRAVE . HE LORD JESUS UHRIST

I$ UNIQUE CONCERNING HIS KINGSHIP AND KINGDOM,
I.  JESUS CHRIST IS THE RIGHTFUL KING OF ISRAEL -

MATTHEW 2: 1-2

RQYALTY DEPENDS UPON.HEREDILY. ACCORDING TO
Ll SamMuel, 7:10-16, Gob PROMISED DAVID A_KINGDOM
AND_A_THRONE TO BE ESTABLISHED FOREVER.
IN OTHER WORDS, A.DESCENDENT OF DIAVID WOULD
RULE_UPON THAT THRONE INTO THE AGES. WHEN
THE_ROMANS DESTROYED THE CITY OF JERUSALEM
IN /0 A.D., EVERY RECORD OF PRIESTLY AND
KTNGL Y WAS _DESTROYED WITH THE
§XCEPTION OF THE RECORD RECORDED IN THE BIBLE.

CCORDING TO THE GENEOLOGIES IN MATTHEW AND EUKE:

ESUS CHRIST IS THE RIGHTFUI HEIR TO THE

THRONE OF DAVID,
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(THERE IS_AN INTERESTING STUDY HAVING TO DO
WITH AN OLD TESTAMENT MESSIANIC RROPHECY
RECORDED IN 129-30, jZE)JOSEPH HAD
BEEN JESUS’' BIOLOGICAL FATHER, US WOULD HAVE
BEEN .EXCI UDED FROM THE THRONE OF DAVID, BECAUSE
THE PROMISE WAS THAT WOULD
PROSPER SITTING ON THE THRONE OF DAVID, AND
JOSEPH y?s IN THAT LINE, As MCCLﬁIN HAS WELL
SAID: HE ONLY SOLUTION IS FOR MESSIAH

O BE BORN OF A VIRGIN WHO IS A DESCENDENT OF

AVID, AND WHO MARRIED A MAN OF THE ROYAL

LINE OF SOLOMON, MAKING THE HUSBAND HIS LEGAL
FATHER,

THE WISEmlEN WHO CAME FROM THE EAST

CAME FOR HIM WHO WAS RN KING OF

-JQHL;EESEKENGJESUS HRIST WAS THE RIGHTFUL

KING OF ISRAEL BY(§§$%E> E WAS
BY MEN, JYQTED ON BY THE PEOPLE, OR_SELF-APPOINTED

. HIS RIGHT_TO TH

THRONE IS A DEVINE BIRTHRIGHT!
WERE DIRECTED TO BETHLEHEM BY A SIGN IN THE
HEAVENS,  |HEY CAME TO WORSHIP THE BABY
EORN IU BETHLEHEM., JESUS’ PARENTS, WHO WERE
ODLY JEWS, WOULD NEVER HAVE PERMITTED SUCH
OBEISANCE IF THE CHILD HAD NOT BEEN WORTHY,
FOR HE WAR INDEED THE KING AHD ME§§TKH OF

N

[SRAEL, ESUS’ RIGHT

TO THE_ THRONE_WAS | FROM HEAVEN,
(LuiE L 5033

HE ANGEL PREDICTED THE SEX OF THE BABY TO
BE BORN, NAMED HIM IN ADVANCE, SPOKE OF HIS
GREATNESS, AND SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP TO Gop,
AND THEN ATTESTED TO HIS REGAL_CHARACTER
BY MENTIONING THE THRONE OF DAVID AND THE

ETERNAL CHARACTER OF HIS KINGDOM, HE TERMS
MENTIONED IN THIS TEXT HAD TO DO WITH DIVINE

RIGHTS A? RELATED 'S KINGDOM. [HE
PROPHET [SATAH IN( ALSO SAW
MESSIAH WITH THE "GOVERNMENT UPON HIS
SHOULDER.,

[I. JESUS CHRIST THE REJECTED KING OF ISRAEL -
MATTHEW 27:11,22,29
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THE REJECTION OF CHRIST BY THE_NATION OF

[SRAEL CAME DURING THE DAYS OF HIS PUBLIC
™  MINISTRY. HOWEVER, FROM THE DAY OF HIS
BIRTH THERE WERE CERTAIN DANGERS AND ACTS
OF _H0ST] WHI GH—I-NCREASED—IN—INTENSITY
TS Ty . AS A MATTER OF FACT,
SCRIPTURE RECORDS HOW.HERQOD SOUGHT TO KILL
THE YOUNG CHILD JESUS AND HIS PARENTS WERE

REQUIRED tn_EL;E_IQTngEI TO. RRG
LIFE AND THEIR'S. THE WORD
OCCURS NO LESS THANR%gUIlMES IN THE GOSPEL

oF MATTHEW ALONE. LARLY HE HAD TO
WITHDRAW.EROM _CERTAIN AREAS OF THE COUNTRY

AND _CERTAIN GROURS OF PEOPLE IN ORDER_TO PRESERVE
HIS LIFE AND CONTINUE HIS MINISTRY. THE REJECTION
OF CHRIST BY THE NATION SEEMS TO COME TO A HEAD

IN MATZzHEW 11, AND THE SHIFT FROM_NATIONAL

REPENTENCE TO—RERS?N?L_EALIH IS OBVIOUS IN
MATTHEW 11: 28-30, 1\ THE_GREAT NAMES OF THE
RoMAN_EMPIRE ARE ABSENT FROM SCRIPTURE.

A RELATIVE UNKNOWN GOVERNmﬁ_m_A_EBQML%EEL
IN_EALESILNE LEAPS TO THE FOREFRONE EE E

NEEK IN H ILOT SAID TO JESUS:
THE VERY MANNER IN WHICH
UGGEST A KIND OF DRJLSDALN

AT THIS POOR, FRIENDLESS, WASTED PE
WHO CLAIMED TO BE A KING., ULD THIS

BAII%REB AND BEATEN FIGURE CLAIM TO BE A
KING ¢ ILOT S INQUIRY SEEMS TO SUGGEST

X YOU REALLY A _KING? AND How CAN THIS BE?”
THE CROWD SAID THEY HAD_NO KING BUT CAESAR
-ANBy THEREFORE, REJECTED THEIR TRUE KING,

SINCE THE CR IXION OF CHRIST, THE KING
AS BEEN IN ?LUKE 19;%5-1&)
URING THE T GOD IS DOING

SOMETHING ELSE ON EARTH. DURING THIS
DISPENSATION, GOD IS CALLING OUT FROM THE
TI WORLD A SPECIAL GROUP OF

PROPLE 0 MAKE gp HE BRIDE FOR HIS SON.
(Acts 15: 14-16 HE™STRTPTURE IS CAREFUL TO

MAINTAIN AND RECOGNIZE DISPENS L
DISTINCTIVES., [HE 1 AND ISRAEL ARE
£ ITIES 1 S PROGRAM:

(I CorinTHIANS 10-32)




I

P

_ly-

SINCE THE REJECTION OF THE KING, [SRAEL

HAS BEEN ON THE.SPUR._LINE, OR_SIDETRACK.
THE CHURCH IS ON THE.MAIN_ | INE DURING THIS

DLSPENSATION, HOWEVER, WHEN THE CHURCH

HAS BEEN COMPLETED., IT WILL COMPOSE THE
SELRITUAL NUCLEUS FOR THAI PERIOD OF TIME
WHEN bOD ONCE AGAIN PUTS ISRAE) ON THE
. SOMEONE HAS SAID, GOD DOES
NOT HAVE ON THE FIELD AT THE
AME_TIME, DURING THIS DISPENSATION, THE
Bl Ml
ON” THE,_SIDELINES, HAT WILL -Mre-—"-—

THE KING COMES BACK TO RECEIVE HIS BRIDE AND
LISH H '

III. JESUS CHRIST THE RETURNING KING OF ISRAEL -

ON ONE OCCASION, PETER ASKED JESUS WHAT THEY
FOR HAVING FORSAKEN BuSLﬂﬁss,

AMltl AND FRLENDS IN ORDER TO FOLLOW JESUS,

T ORD ANSWERED THAT QUESTION AS FOLLOWS:

" JESUS_SAID-UNFO-THEM VERILY [ SAY UNTO You,
AT YOU OWED ME., IN THE
ON—OF—MAN-SHALL=SIT

URON_TWELVE HE TWELVE
—TIRLEES_QL]W

HE LORD SPOKE OF A FUTURE THRONE ON EARTH
NOT A CROWN OF-FHORNS AND A CRO
iUMILIAIION; BUT THE THRONE 0F HIS

WORLD HAS NOT .
HE LAST TIME THEY SAW IM NAS ASSOCIATED
WITH A CROSS AND A_TOMB. HE NEXT TIME THE
WORLD SEES HIM IT WILL HAVE TO DO WITH A

GROWN._AND A _IHRONE., GWOD WILL NOT PERMIT HIS

SON TO BE HUMl%lAIED BEFORE THE EYES OF
GODLESS MEN, HERE WILL BE A TIME OF VYINDICATION
E

$W0 PASSAGES FROM MANY_HUNDREDS.,

AND HONOR F ' N ORDER TO ILLUS
THE KING S RETURN WE WiLL SELEC; c

HE SECOND CHAPTER OF DANIEL GIVES :
FORECAST OR.PANORAMA OF (E I1STORY,
AsS A MATTER OF FACT, 1 ESUS
SPOKE OF A TIME CALLED THE "TIME OF THE GENTILES,”
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THAT PERIOD OF TIME HAS TO DO WITH HUMAN

> HISTORY AND_GENTILE WORLD ROMINION. ~THAT
IS TO SAY, BEGINNING WITH NEBUCHADNEZZAR

IN THE Book oF DANIEL AND CONi!EEENE éﬁTIL
RIST, WOULD NOT

B I OMINA UNTTC,_DEL IVERED
B

_EEEﬁEEEABﬂggﬁ OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL SEEMS
TO COINCID ITH THE-PECEINE—OF-GENTILE

ND POINTS TO THE COMING OF -
. » NEBUCHADNEZZAR,
KING OF BABYLON, SAW AN IMAGE WHI
~FHATRERIOD..QE . TIME, THAT IS THE TIMES OF
THE GENTILES, BEGINNING WITH HIMSELF AS THE
MEAD-.QE_GOLD AND THE

AR N — aay
SR TR TR Gk ke

CULMINATING

I THE RE-APPEARANCE OF AN glD-TLME NATION
IN THE GENERAL AREA OF THE sEéfﬁgfﬁEE%ERWHERE
A NT_ROME RULED, HAT END- N
Al | 1ANCE _oF NATIONS R I

IOES ON THE IMAGE AS RECORDED
N OTHER WORDS, GOD SHOWED UANIEL THAT

~»  WOULD BE A.succEﬁSJQ%F%E_EQUR_QREAI_HQRLD
«EMPIRES WHICH WOULD EAR ON THE_STAGE OF

HUMAN HISTORY BEGINMNING WITH THE BABYLONIAN
EMPIRE AND THE F [NAk=STAGE OF THESE KINGDOMS

HOLLD BE_INTERRUPTED BY THE SECOND COMINGOF .
‘ﬁ4SRAELJL£%NE. HE IMAGERY OF A SIQNE AS IT
REFERS TQ

RIST 1S CLEARLY TAUGHT IN
MATTHEW 21:H1, I ﬁETER 2:4. THE PHRASE

WITHOUT HANDS"” SUGGESTS THE SUEERM?IURAL
OREGIN_OF THE STONE AND MOUNTAIN, IHE PICTURE
1S THAT OF CHRIST DESTROYING ALL GENTILE

DOMINION OVER |SRAEL. |HE SUPERNATURAL ORIGIN
oF THIS_KING AND HIS KINGDOM, WHICH WILL FILL

THE WHOLE EARTH AN SEAND_EQREMER-E?E&
SIAE£E¥4G-Eéci:ﬁﬁ=giﬁtfzﬁﬂﬁ§§f?#; HIS SAME
) EVENT IS MENTIONED IN THE NEW |ESTAMENT IN .

F. IN 5ENUARY OF THIS YEAR,
WE WILL INAUGURATE A NEW PRESIDENT INTO HIS

OFFICE. HE PASSAGE BEFORE US SPEAKS OF THE
#NAUGURAILQN.OF HRIST S KINGDOM ON EARTH,

HE IDENTITY OF THE PERSON IS WITHOUT QUESTION,
HE MANNER IN WHICH HE RETURNS TO EARTH HAS

TO DO WITH HIS REVELATION AND NOT THE RAPTURE
OF THE CHURCHs
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THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST INVOLVES A
ONG SERIES OF EVENIS, THE FIRST OF WHICH
P 4%HEE'BE‘THETEEEIEEE OF THE CHURCH. PLEASE
OTICE THE IDENTITY OF THE PERSON IN
9. He IE

PASSAGE IN EANIEL s THE THREE OUTSTANDING
CHARACTERISTICS OF -HIS KINGDOM WILL BE:
[T Is UNIVERSAL, INDESTRUCTIBLE, AND ETERNAI.

Isa1AH 9:6

THE THRONE OF ISRAEh ISJuumwa_IﬁgAy{,;DﬂL
J&LNQ_Lﬁ_lN.Ezﬁg%t OWEVER, THE ULD |ESTAMENT

E
kS FILLED WIT RSES WHICH SPEAK OF MESSIAH'S
INGDOM, HE PROPHETS OF THE ULD TESTAMENT
SPOKE OF A_GOLDEN AGE PERTAINING TO THE HUMAN
RACE WHEN SQCIAL_JUSTICE AND_EERSONAL _FEREFDOM

, PHILOSOPHERS AND .ROLITICIANS HAVE ALL
LONGED FOR AND SOUGHT TO BRING IN A PERIOD OF
PEACE AND EBQ§BEBL{Y, ONLY TO BE DISAPPOINTED
AGAIN AND AGAIN, IN YOUR LIFETIME AND MINE,
WE HAVE HEARD OF THE New DeaL, FaIr DeaAL,
NEW_ERONTIER, SOCIETY, AND N

(NNING, EVEN A CURSORY GLANCE AT

HE OLD TESTAMENT WILL REVEAL THE FACT THAT
ONE DAY ISRAEL'S KING WILL RULE IN ACCORDANCE

WITH OLp TESTAMENT P Y, (CoMPARE [SAIAH-Z,
",,/}SK?AH Rl%. IN HIS BOOK

ENTITLED USES THIS SEASOE OF,

THE YEAR TO UNDERSCQRE THE FACT OF OUR LORD'S

COMING REIGN, DR, RYRIE MENTIONS THAT_EVERY

WE ARE MADE CONSCIOUS OT HOW

ILLUS E IS ON THE EARTH. N SPITE OF
FACT THAT PEOPLE ARB=MORE.ERILENDLY AND

GREETINGS, AND GQODWILL ARE MORE COMMON AS
CHRISTMAS DRAWS NEAR, AND SOMETIMES EVEN

C TAKE PLACE ON CHRISTMAS DAY, ,
) THERE ARE STILL GRAVE PROBLEMS ON THE EARTH.
A y
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JONE DAY THAT SPIRIT WILt PERMEATE THE ENTIRE
ARTH AND NEVER LEAVE. U(HRISTMAS SPEAKS OF
C E AND WHEN HE RETURNS IT WILL

'S PRESEN

RY—DAY—AND—EVERYWHERE
THE PEACE FOR WHICH MEN HAVE LONGED FOR THE AGES
WILL COME.QNLY WHEN TH ARTH,

NOT ONLY TN=SOCIETLY BUT IN THE HEARTS OF ,
As A MATTER OF FACT, THE PROBLEM‘%ESUS‘FMD‘“
WITH [SRAEL WAS THAT THE NATION WANTED

ﬁQL;LLgAL_DELLMEBéﬂQQ.FROM THE OPPRESSION OF
OME, BUT NOT §ELRLUHM=%E%%%%%AN£E- HAT

IS THE BASIC PROBLEM IN TH LD TODAY.
ALA : 0

—— !-‘.1"‘-:':;9!;-—!;.-‘;“_
=y T AT T Tt AN T KT L
SPIRTTUHAECHANGE—FN-"THE HEART . HE

_ﬂ‘,JOLE THAT 1T WAS COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT
*OF Neusujlm_m WAS KNOWN TO BE BO
KIND, AND COURLEQUS TO DEFEATED -ORRQNFNTS,
AFTER ONE PARTICULAR NAVAL VICTORY, THE DEFEATED
ADMIRAL WAS BROUGHT TO NELSON—S.SHIP.
KNOowING NELSON'S REPUTATION FOR COURTESY AND
HOPING TO TRARE UPON THAT FACT, THE ADMIRAL
ADVANCED ACROSS THE DECK WITH'OUTSTRETCHED
HAND IN A GESTURE DESIGNED TO &Hwnﬁ_k}&ﬁ
. AN_EQUAL. NELSON'S HAND REMAINED AT HIS S
AND HE sgxn: YOUR SWORD-ELRSI, AND THEN YOUR
HAND.. EFORE YOU AND I MAY BECOME CHRIST'S

, WE MUST FIRST BECOME HIS SUBJ&E&TS.
‘:ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?SAID IT CORRECTLY WHEN HE SPOKE OF
HRTST'S SOVEREIGN POWER AS KING_OF E]ues
AND LORD-GE.LQRDS:

3
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ROBERT K. SPRADLING DECEMBER 7, 1980
AM.

ST: PROPHET
Luke 4:16-21

MOST OF US HAVE SUNG THESE WORDS:

"PRAISE HIM, PRAISE EIM,
JESUS, OUR BLESSED REDEEMER!
EAVENL§ PORTALS, LOUD WITH HOSANNAS RING!
A

ESUS, OAVIQUR, REIGNETH FOREVER AND EVER;
CROWE M, Crown Am, EBQEHEI AND PRIEST AND

THE SCRIPTURE SPEAKS OF LHRISTLS.MINISTRY IN IHREE
iN THE OLD iESTAMENTJ THESE THREE OFFICES WERE SERVED

BY LOLEEERENT_PEQRLE BUT ST ALL THREE ARE

ACCOMPLISHED Iu_nug_ezgaggéaiiig , JESUS
N CRHISE aaaaﬁgguls

MEN UR LORD’S FUN ION IN THESE OFFICES

INVOLVES MORE THAN MERE ECCLESIASTICAl TITLFS,

FROM TIME TO TIME, PEOPLE DO NOT KNOW WHAT TO

CALL CLERGYMEN, SOME ARE CALLED RORES, PS,

CA RECTOR AND 0ST
SEUTHESE oot Aasggéﬁﬁisn T6 CHURCH G PEOPLE
UNLESS THEY ATTEND CHURCHES WHICH H?ME—A.HL?HLX
. OLD TESTAMENT

TROPHETS WERE THOUGHT OF AS MEN WHO NCE
SRAEL FOR THEIR SINS AND_PRONOUNCED JUDG

YET, ONE OF THE PRIMARY FUNCTHONS=0FmlPROPHET

WAS—FO0—61VE-MPRAL-AND_SEEREEMAL GUIDANCE TO. THE
w=NATLON..IN._CONDUCTING _AFEALRS., ANDERS REMINDS
US THAT PROPHETS ACTED AS THE WQ.E_T.HE
NALLON OF LSRAEL., [HEY LIFTED UP TH VOICES

AGA}NST THE RELLIGIOUS _ABUSES OF THE DAY AND SPOKE
GOD'S MESSAGE TO MEN.WFHOUT=RECARD-FORSRERSONAL

HEGRARE, COMEORT OR GBNSEQUENGES HE PROPHETS
' THE MORAL SICKNESS IN ISRAEL AND_PReSCRIBED

DLAGNQSED
~ THE REMEDY OF REVIVAL AND RETURN TO GoD. THEY SAW
BEYOND THE IMMEDIATE HISTORICAL PROBLEMS TO A
~GLORIOUS DAY OF BLESSING IN FAVOR UPON THE NATION'

- A
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oF ISRAEL. THE TERM RRQBHEI CARRIES TWO BASIC
IDEAS WITH REFERENCE ‘TO FUNCTION:

(1) - IN THIS CAPACITY, THE PROPHET
ENGAGED IN A.PREDLCTIVE OR PRQBHETIC MINISTRY., HE
WAS A FORETELLER OF FUTURE EVENTS AND IN THAT

CAPACITY HAD EQRESIGHT.
(2) FORTHTIELLER - IN THIS CAPACITY THE PROPHETS'

MINISTRY WAS PRECEPTIVE WITH lliiiiﬁ—&-ﬂEMEAL%i
L0F_(oD’S MESSAGE _AND A PROCLAIMER OF THAT MESSAGE
: ER_OF THAT MESSAGE

OurR LORD’'S PREDICTIVE OR Y ENCOM-
PASSES SEVERAL KEY PASSAE S OF §C§T%f“ﬂ§§BNAMELY,
PASSAGES SUCH AS MaTT. 24-25 anD Luke 21,

HOWEVER, FOR THIS TIME WE LIMIT OUR CONSIDERATION

TO THE ﬁaaiﬂiﬂntiiﬁ ASPECT OF A PROPHET'S MINISTRY.
WE WILL LoOK AT JESUS’' PREACHING MINISTRY WHERE HE
WAS FORTHTELLING OR PROCLAIMING THE MESSAGE OF

GoD SPEAKING «EQR (GOD JQ MEN., (RELATE SURPRISE
AT THE LIMITED AND SCARCITY OF MATERIALS CONCERNING
JHE PREACHING MINISTRY OF gﬁgug. RELATE READING
ﬂHERE TEE NAMES OF SPHRGEON, BHIhIPS;
ROQOKS, JOSEPH PARKER, J. _H. JoweTT, G. H. MorrISON,
. C. MORGAN, MacCLAREN, F. B. MEYER AND BroADUS.

1S A NAME UNFAMILIAR TO MOST IN
THIS AUDIENC HE LIVED ALMOST A CENTURY AGO
AND DIED IN . A, T. ROBERTSON, ONE OF THE
GREAT GREEK SCHOLARS OF THE PAST 1 0 YEARS SAYS
OF THIS MAN 15 WAS ONE OF THE "WORED-S—GREAIEST
PREACHERS THE WORLD HAS NEVEE SEEMED THE SAME
TO ME SINCE BROADUS PASSED ON. FoR 10 YEARS
WAS ENTHRALLED BY %HE WITCHERY OF HIS MATCHLESS
ERSONALITY,. FOR 3 YEARS | WAS HIS STUDENT,
OR / YEARS | WAS HIS ASSISTANT AND COLLEAGUE AND
FOR PART OF THE LAST YEAR LIVED IN HIS HOME.
No MAN HAS EVER STIRRED MY NATURE AS BROADUS DID
IN THE CLASS ROOM AND IN THE PULPI%. AT HIs
BEST AND IN A CONGENIAL ATMOSPHERE BROADUS WAS
THE EQUAL OF ANY MAN | HAVE EVER HEARD ) OTHER
MEN HAVE SPOKEN OF HIM AS "A PﬁEACHER HARDLY
SECOND TO ANY IN THE WORLD. E WAS CALLED
THE PRINCE OF THE PULPIT EVEN THOUGH MOST OF HIS

LIFE WAS SPENT IN THE CLASSROOM, I[N HIS BOOK
ENTITLED G S "
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ROBERTSON DEVOTES THE LAST CHAPTER OF THE BO

TO THE

LOOK AT

CONSID
oF Gop

MINISTRY AND MEMORY OF JOHN BroADUS, zi:)

EAL NONE HAVE EVER
WITH THAT IN MIND, WE WILL
Pstis- fHE- PR F5 AND LIMIT OUR

ERATION TO A SINGLE PASSAGE IN THE WORD

I. HIS ANOINTING - Luke 4:14-18

THE PR

ACTICE OF APPLYING OR REREUME UPON

PERSQNS AND THINGS WAS AN OLD TESTAMENT PRACTICE,

T WAS
LTHOU

MOST COMMON RELATING TOKIMSES AND RREESFS-
GH, IN THE TABERNACLE BOTH=RURNISHINGS AND

PRIESTS WERE .SET.APART TO (0D FOR SBRVI E WITH

THIS KIND OF GFFICIAL-ACT. N THE

THE AN

WAS
IT SAY
POURED

ESTAMENT,
OINTING OF A PERSON TO BE KING_SPOKE OF HIS
Y- OR-RIGHT-FO-RULE, THE ANOINTING

F-AUTHOREPY-, [N [ Sam, 10:1

A~SYMBOEICALALT O
s: /J"THEN SAMUEL TOOK A VIAL OF OIL, AND

IT UPON HIS HEAD, AND KIS SAID,
(™| Is"IT NOT BECAUSE THE LORD HATHANOINTED-—THEE TO

BE CAP
WHEN §

TAIN OVER HIS HERITANCE?"
AUL FORFE TED HIS KINGSHIP IT SAYS OF THE
AMUEL: OIL,

SAME
AND_AN
AND_TH

QINTED HIM IN THE MIDST OF HIS BRETHREN.
E_SPIRIT OF THE LORD CAME UPON_UUAVID FROM

FHAT DAY FORWARD.," (I SAM, 16:13) 1IN BTBLE
gx:u;;sw QllL. IS SOMETIMES A SYMBOL OF THEHHQLN

SRAEL
AND TH
THE WO
TO THE
PERSON
RELATE

TERM'A

IHE ANOINTING SPOKE OF mA—REL NDOWMENT

S KING, HE IS CALLED |
IS VERY TERM BECAME SYMBOLICAL OF THE KING.
R8 %uw_sl 1S THE NEW TESTAMENT EQUIVALENT

L ESTAMENT,ﬁEss;AH WHICH SPEAKS OF THAT

WHO BEARS Gon S SPECTAL-=ANGIN] AS IT

S TO ' ) ¢ ATA LJ i

PREME HING, ON AT LEAST FOUR OCCASIONS THE
NOINTING IS USED WITHiREFERENCE TO JESUS.
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IN THIS PARTICULAR CONTEXT, JESUS WAS ENTERING
UPON HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY AS IT RELATED TO HIS

™ PROPHETIC OFFICE, EQMMENIS. HERE ARE TWO
AREAS REGARDING THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY OF WHICH
OUR , AMPLE.,

—
f;ﬁi,EALL - THIS IS A DISAPPEARING ASPECT OF THE
RD

S WORK WHICH IS OF VITAL IMPORTANCE,
’?LTEfEZD - To BE SURE, THERE IS
(?f*{,AN OVERLAPPING OF THE TERMS _ANOINTING AND

F. B. MEYER IN A BOOK WRITTEN TO LAYPREACHERS AT
THE TURN OF THE CENTYRY UNDERSTOOD THIS IMPORTANT
ﬁPECT OF THE SPIRIT'S MINISTRY WHEN HE SAID:

DE

HERE IS ALL THE DIFFERENCE POSSIBLE BETWEEN

LIVERING A SERMON Al G_A MESSAGE. HE
SPOKE OF A LECTURER OR A PROFE ABLE

TO TAKE FACTS AND INFORMATION EVEN EXPOSITION OF
SCRIPTURAL TRUTH BUT HE POINTED OUT THAT THERE IS
A VAST DIFFERENCE IN ACCUMULATING INFORMATION AND
PASSING IT ON TO OTHER PEOPLE WITHOUT THE TRUTH
GRIPPING THE HEARERS. MEYER GOES ON TO SAY THAT
* THE DIFFERENCE IS WHEN THE SPIR Q B
) BOT . R_AND HEARER TO TH O 1N |
OINTING O

—-%Pﬁuﬁ—@' UNLY THE AN F THE
OD CAN ACCOMPLISH SUCH RESULTS,
[T. HIS AUDIENCE - Luke 4:16, 22, 28-30

JESUS SPENT MOST OF THE FIRST 30 YEARS OF His LIFE
IN THE TOWN OF . T WAS TO THAT
REA AND TOWN IN THE NORTHERN MOST PROVINCE OF
ALESTINE THAT JESUS RETURNED TO BEGIN HIS PUBLIC
MINISTRI. "6V€iv PLACE TO LIVE AND
WORK., [T IS THE~GARDEN=SEBT OF STINE , =FERT.LLE
ELELDS WERE EVERYWHERE AND IT WAS A RELATIVELY
DENSELY POPULATE AREA NOTED FOR QUICK TEMPERED,
COURAGEOUS PEOPLE, JESUS RETURNED HERE TO ESTABLISH

His PUBLIC MI Y AND T CREDENTIALS
wASMESSLAH, HAD SUGGESTED THAT JESUS
RETURNED TO TH TO UDE

EARED TO MATYRITY,
ESUS BEGAN PREACHING IN THE SYNAGOGUES IN GALTLEE,
S IS SEEN IN THE TEXT, BUT AFTER A TIME O
OPPOSITLON THE DOORS CLOSER. HOWEVER,

F
CONTINUED
His MINISTRY 0N2§§§§S:E§S;*SEﬁSHQﬁiﬁ¢:ﬁ&éﬁ&%4ﬁibﬂi

/""\A
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IN FIELDS AND IN PRIVATE HOMES. EVEN THOUGH WE
ARE EMPHASIZING THE PREACHING MINISTRY OF CHRIST,
IT IS INTERESTING TO OBSERVE THAT HE WAS EQUALLY
AT HOME WITH ONE=PERSON.OR.TEEN«FHOUSAND, HE USED
EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK THE WorD oF GoD TO
PEOPLE. THERE ARE NO LESS THAN

MNRERVLEWS OF OUR LORD MENTIONED IN THE GOSPELS.
THERE IS AN INTERESTING SIDELIGHT IN THE TEXT IN_
THE FACT THAT IT SAYS THAT JESUS WAS

IN NAIARETH. STUDY OF THE CONTEXE WILL REVEAL
THA 5—B ART OF THAT
UPBRINGING INVOLVED PROPER—SPEREFUAL-H) :

THE WORD, SYNAGOGUE LITERALLY MEANS “TO GATHER
TOGETHER”., [T WAS THE CENTER OF RELIGIOUS LIFE

IN ALESEINE. THERE WAS ONLY ONE TEMPLE IN THE

CITY OF JERUSALEM BUT THERE WER GOGUES IN

EVERY TOWN THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRVngeVEﬁ‘TﬁE
SMALLEST TOWNS_HAD A SYNAGOGUE, THAT_IS, IF THERE

“WERE AT LEAST 10 MEN IN THE TOWN. THE PRIMARY
FUNCTION OF THIS FACILITY WA? TO PROVIDE A BAS
OR_RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION. IN THE CITY OF‘%ERUSALEM
EONE; HISTORIANS SAY THAT THERE WERE NO LESS THAN

S, JEsus REVEALED HIS CORRECT HABITS

CONCERNING WORSHIP BY HIS_ATTENDANGE IN THE
SYNAGOGUE ON- THE SABBATHmDAY. JESUS RETURNED TO

His HOMETOWN, TO A BIEEICULT AND—BREJ%DLCED_AMDLENCE,
TO PRESENT HIS-CREDENTIALS_AS KING, THE STARTLING
FACT OF THIS PASSAGE 1? FHE*ELEAIEﬂRﬁZiQéEE%%%ND

70 _HI1S PRESENTATION. [0 BE SURE, VERSE S

THAT THEIR ATTENTION WAS EFASTENE? ON HimM. —THE
BASIC IDEA HERE IS TO STRET 0O FIX ONE'S
ATTENTION UPON. [HEY WERE FASCINATED BY WHAT HE

HAD TO SAY AND WITH THE GRAVITY OF HIS DECLARATION

BUT THEY-GCOUED-NOT-GET-BEYOND THE IDEA THAT HE WAS
MPLICATION WAS HE COULD NOT BE WHAT

0 i
ﬁE CLAIMED TO BE BECAUSE THEY KNEW HIS FAMILY

BACKGROUND, MaEta#d POINTS TO THE FACT THAT THERE
WERE TIMES WHEN THBE=-GENERAL..RUBLIC, SEEMED TO BE

.AIIRACﬁED.TO ESUS AND TO RECEIVE WHAT HE HAD TO
SAY., HOWEVER, THIS WAS DUE LARGELY ON PART TO THE

PHYSIC BESTOWED UPON THE PEOPLE SUCH AS
ACLES AND FEEDING, HOWEVER, THROUGHOUT THE
=3 ORD OF GOD THE Eﬁ&&UE-AII$IUD£ OF THE PEOPLE

BECAME OBVIOUS., ERE, IN SPITE OF WHAT HE SAID,
S _ORE BECAME THE QUESTION AND THE CROWD WAS
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THEIR DISMAY JTHRNED-TO_HOSTLLETY IN A SWIFT AND

SHOCKING FASHION TO THE ?OINT THAT HIS AUDIENCE
™ TURNED TO A.Lxucﬁ_mus EIR HOSTILITY SEEMED TO

BE TRIGGERED BY JESUS  DECLARATION OF GoD’S OPENNESS

AND_FAVOR TOWARD THE@ WHEN JESUS SHOWED

THAT S—EXTE ~TO THE"

X : UE:NAILBQAL‘DﬂiﬁlN_IH

THAN THIS JewlsH CROWD COULD TOLERATE. THEREFORE,

THE OUTCOME OF JESUS' PREACHING WAS [FRElE

.ﬁgfﬂegiﬁ¢+ow AND VIRTUALLY NO-AGCEPTANCE “Q@E=WHAT
WAS=SAYINE! THE REACTION OF THE PEOPLE IN THE

SYNAGOGUE WAS VIOLENT. WHAT SEEMS TO HAVE INFURIATED
THEM WAS THE TWO-FOLD ILLUSTRATION GIVEN BY JESUS
CONCERNING GENTILES. IhL4#u444Mﬁ+eN7-Jssus.ssnwED

AND;*H#T—GBﬂ HAD‘NOVSPEB1AL—OBLIGAT¢eNrTo—ﬁstss
FHEM. YET, THEY WERE SO SELE_RIGHTOUS AND-PROUD
OF THEI IRITUAL HEREFASF THAT THEY WERE WILLING
TO KILL JESUS FOR MAKING SUCH A STATEMENT. His
MESSAGE HAD TOUCHED THE NERVE OF THEIR INDIEEERENCE
ANDesSPIRITUAL-RRIDE, [N THAT CITY OF APPROXIMATELY
20,000 PEOPLE-NQI:ENE PERSON RESPONDED POSITIVELY
TO THE MESSAGE OF CHRIST. AN ENTIRE CITY FAILED
™ TO RECOGNIZE THE IDENTLTY AND.WORTIH OF THE MESSIAH.
THEIR PROBLEM WAS SIMPLY RELIGIOUS PRIDE. [HEY
CONSIDERED THEMSELVES “BEBTER=THAN-OTHER wl
. HEY WERE, SO TO SPEAK,
/-SPEGIAL| AND CERTAINLY NOT LIKE
THE GENTILEj NAZARETH WOULD NOT RECEIVE THE
MESSAGE OF JESUS BECAUSE IT CUT ACROSS THEIR
PRECONCEIVED PREJUDICES ABOUT GOD. THEY WOULD
NOT ACCEPT WHAT JESUS HAD TO SAY AND TRIEQ;%O

DO AWAY WITH BOTH MESSENGER AND MESSAGE. ELATE

T9—MAN—NHQwNASTG4¥EN—JFGQSREL—%RAS%”AN%Hgﬂmﬂ
REPLIED: WHO 1 AM: N

GIVING OUT THE TRACT REPLIED: ! R

NHQ.xnu.ARE_HHEN_xnu.SIANn.BEEﬁgﬁwn%Ew, N THE
SYNAGOGUE THERE WAS AN ATTENDA AS RESPONSI-

BLE FOR TAKING OUT AND PUTTING BACK THE SACRED
ROLLS OF SCRIPTURE. [T WAS ALSO HIS RESPONSBILITY
TO KEEP THE SYNAGOGUE CLEAN AND TO ANNOUNCE FROM
THE ROOF WITH THREE BLASTS FROM A TRUMPET THAT IT
WAS TIME TO ASSEMBLE. S A MATTER OF FACT, EVERY
SYNAGOGUE SERVICE WAS DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS:

(1) TiME o R, (2) READING OF SPRIPTURE WHICH
. His_Arronc

£

A

e
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AT TIMES AS MANY AS SEVEN PEOPLE READ, (3) THE
TEACHING PART OF THE SERVICE. SINCE THERE WAS
: IN THE SYNAGOGUE, A

RESERENT WOULD INVITE DISTINGUISHED PERSONS TO
TALK OR TO LEAD A DISCUSSION., N EXAMINATION
OF THE PREL.IMINARIES GIVES ONE THE IMPRESSION

HAT ESUS PREMARY=PURROSE A 0 PREACH
NE 1S IMPRESSED WITH T
ESUS WAS CRUCIFIED FOR WHAT HE : HAD HE

REMAINEEANLUELJﬂLJULﬁNJ THE REL S LEADERS
HIGHT HAVE PERMITTED HIM TO DO SOME OF THE THINGS

E DID BUT HIS DECLARATIONS CONCERNING HIMSELF,
[SRAEL END Gop WERE MORE THAN THESE PEOPLE COULD
BEAR, EVERYTHING JESUS SAID ON THIS MEMORABLE

AY POINTED TO THE FACT THAT HE wAS MESSIAH.

HE FULFILLMENT OF THESE PROMISES WHICH JESUS
SAID WERE FULFILLED THAT DAY IN_THEIR EARS HAD
TO DQ WITH-ME-SS-LAHA_K.LN,QD_QM. -l'ys-aaaAr.HJ.uﬁ_oF

IN HISTORY AND PRQRHE&Y., ACCORDING TO EV. 5:8-17
THE 4EAR=OF=UUBTIEE. WAS APICTURE OF A TIME IN THE
FUTURE WHEN_MESSIAH WOULD' BRING GREAT BLESSING_TO
THE LAND, JSRAEL-S—ORIGINAL WEALTH CAME FROM 3

. SOURCES:

E%g HE FLOCKS AND HERDS THEY BROUGHT INTO EGYPT.
HE QUANTITIES OF GOLD AND SILVER THEY RECEIVE
ROM THE EGYTPIANS WHEN THEY LEFT EGYPT,
(3) LAND ACQUIRED BY DIVINE GRANT FROM (OD IN
PALESTINE,

EVERY FAMILY IN [SRAEL EXCEPT TH% LEVITES WAS GIVEN
RIGINAL=A ENT OF LAND., |0 THESE GRANTS

WERE ATTACHED INTERESTING CONDITIONS SUCH AS THE

TITLE TO THE PROPERTY CAME-DIREGTFLY¥-EROM.GQD AS

JHE ORIGINAL OWNER AND THERE ORE WAi X

"THE LAND 1S MINE". (LEV. 25:23) THIS LAND WAS

FROM ANY FUTURE TAMPERING. I|HE OWNER OF
THE LAND WAS GUARANIEED FREEDOM TOWMSE THE LAND,
THAT 1S, HE COULD .EARM..LT, RENT._LT, MORTGAGE IT,

..ﬁ.BA.N.D.QN_II OR &MEN-SELL 1T FOR A PERIOD OF TIME,
OWEVER, THE ONE THING THE OWNER.COULD NOT DO

I ..-'..’.uu-h!g:-.' TO HE LAND FOR IT
REMAlNED_EOREVER—%N—HLS-EAMlLY. 0D KNEW THAT

. UNDER ANY ECONOMIC SYSTEM OR FREEDOM EVEN THOUGH
PEOPLE HAVE THE RIGHT TO HOLD PRIVATE PROPERTY,
THERE WILL BE~SOME -INDIVIDUALS WHO WILL BE “OUNWIFSE
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AND UNABLE TO FUNCTION PROPERLY., [HEREFORE, THE
LAW GRANTED EVERY PERSON THE LIBERTY TO LOSE HIS
™ PRIVATE PROPERTY TEMPORARILY BUT ALS
—FHAT—-RPERSON_FROM STARVATION. HELP WAS EXTENDED
TO THE €#8@R WITH REFERENCE TO HARVESTING SRABES
AND GRAIN WHICH COULD BE GLEANED BY THE POOR, THUS
HELPING THEM AND AT THE SAME TIME NABL r M

Deut ”‘ﬁ“i‘“Wﬁmp

TOOK THE FORM OEHA_tQAN S_TO0 BE DISCHARGED
WITH.NO INTEREST EV. %g %e AND THE CREDITOR
COULD NOT-HOLD-AS SECURITY _ ANXEEERSQNAL PR

ESSENTIAL TO-THE- WELFARE-OFTHE BORROWER, ALSO,
UNDER A SPECIAL SYSTEM INDEBTEDNESS WAS_AUIOMATICALLY
%ANQELLEH EVERYT%EyEN_IEARS. (Deut, 15:1
HE GR EGUARD AGAINST POVERTY WAS MANIFESTED
IN THEéggﬁgéEE_E EVE EOTH YEAR SLAVES
WENT FREE, AWkwDERLS IN CONNECTION WITH REAL
ESTATE WERE CANCELLED AND EVERY MAN COULD RECLAIM
HIS ORIGINAL=ALLOTMENT OF LAND WHICH HE MAY HAVE
0ST THROUGH SALE, INDEBTEDNESS OR POOR MANAGEMENT.

HEREFORE, THESEIBERSN-ATTACHED TOul
) EAR_HAS;E+BER§¥=ERem- =

NDAGE GER-AND PERSONAL_PRO HE LAW

OF THE JUBILEE YEAR ONLY GUARANTEED A <BRESH-SFA

FOR THE INDIVIDUAL, N?T ECONOMIC SECURITY IRRESPECT-
IVE OF HUMAN FOLLY. IT WAS A NOTABLE CONTRIBUTION
TOWARD A SOLUTION TO THE AGE LONG PROBLEM, HOW

TO STRIKE A.BRQEER.BAL#N%E BETWﬁ -aco§0M1£_LlﬂEBIY
JFﬂLiximden_SEﬁuﬂlly cCLAIN
HEREFORE, THE IEAR OF JUBILEE ALWAYS HELD UP =0R&

Ry T WAS IN THAT CONTEXT THAT JESUS
STOOD AS GoD'S ANOINTED ?NE AS THE ONE WHO WOULD

BRING IN THE KINGDOM TO SRAE#_ CLEAR REFERENCE
TO His ME UTHORI HE K TFS
WERESAVA HIS IS ONE QF THE ASTONISHING
STATEMENTS WITH REFERENCE TO JESUS’ MESSIANIC
CREDENTIALS.

IV, HIS AUTHORITY - Luke 4:34, 36

‘E;giggggéﬁgiﬁfggzy IN THE TEXT WAS USED TO REFER TO
OF AUTHORITY SUCH AS-RQYAL,
DOMESTLIC, LEGAl, CIMJL, MILLTARY AUTHORITY. JESUS,
A FROM THE RELIGIOUS POINT OF VIEW, WAS AN

MAN. E HAD NOT TRAINED IN THE RABINICAL.SCHOOLS:
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YET, WHEN HE spoke HE DID OT REFER TO OTHER
SOURCES, HE SIMPLY SAID: “I=sa :
™ HE DID NOT SAY: ,
MHMMLEI 4
~TFHINK—YOU—QUGHT
%AY 1 MAKE THIS SUGGESTIQN = _WE
ARCLAY REMINDS US THAT JESUS “ASSUMEE THE-
“TEEEMEN WHAT TO DO-AND-HOW TO- L*1V&,
TAKE THESE THINGS UNDER-ADVISEMENT FOR-DLSCUSSION.
HE SIMPLY APPROACHED MEN WITH THE ASTONISHING o
DECLARATION THAT-He=uanEfHE:nuiﬂﬂﬂkﬁ&-{ﬂsﬁiﬂﬁ@: A
mBE5EﬁE!ggs AND HE SAID TO THEM SIMPLY: EQLLOW <
MEL DEMANDED THAT THEY LEAVE THEIR HGMES,
%ﬁ -s?s AND SET OUT WITH HIM ON A-ONE=MAN
E DEMANDED THAT THEY .UPROOT THEMSELVES,
ABANDON._ALL APPARENT -SAFETY AND SECURITY, BLD
Jig?ﬂﬂﬂJL TO-ALL THAT WAS NORMAL—INLTFE-AND._FOLLOW
IN AN ADVENTURE WHICH NONE OF THEM COULH FULLY
UNDERSTAND WITH REFERENCE TO ITS OUTCOME. E

EMANDED LOYALTY AND HIS COMMANDS,
IS REQUIREMENTS wEREQE£SOLUTEu UNQUALIF D,
UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER TO IP. SUCH
KUTQORfTY, TO SAY THE LEAST; -
- AS THE TEXT SAYS. OUR LORD SPOKE
WITH AND

WHICH UTTERLY DEVASTATED ﬁIS HEARERS. ﬁHEN HE
SENT HIS DISCIPLES INTO THE WORLD HE SAID SIMPLY:

AL POWERMiilfiﬁgﬁlgNTo ME IN HEAVEN AND IN
EARTH", ( ) WHEN IT COMES TO AUTHORITY
THIS IS THE MOST ALL—ENGOMBASSLNG-SNE%BL?G—SIAIE@ENT
T IS &
STATEMENT OF ABSOIWEE -AUTHORITY, ﬁHEN JESUS SPOKE,
HE SPOKE WORDS WHICH NEEDED gg,suegga: FROM_ANY
QTHER SOURCE, HIS WORD ON ANY SUBJECT wAs-ﬁiﬁaL
ONE OF THEMOST FAMILIAR TEXTS IN SCRIPTURE DEALING
WITH AUTHORITY IS Jnﬂu_l*EZ. JESUS HAS AUTHORITY
TO BEGAT.&RLRLIHAL_LAE THOSE WHO PLACE THEIR
FAITH IN JESuS CHRIST. (RELATE BiLL LAYNE LETTER.)
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YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE AN INTERESTING WAY OF

DISCRIBING THE RAPID PACE OF LIVING TQDAY,
THEY CALL IT LIFE IN THENEA§I_LANEL THESE
PEOPLE HIT THE GROUND RUNNING EACH MORNING
AND DO NOT STOP UNTIL THE COLLAPSE INTO BED
AT NIGHT, olHE.DULL _ROUTINF OF A MEASURED

PACE FOR QUITE LIFE IS NOT FOR T RELA
TO [V COMMERCIALS) WE ARE PE PL
IN FAST CARS AND AIRPLANES,

[ HAVE BEEN CONSIDERIEG iEE WORDEIEW_QR_BAN
AS IT IS USE IMES THIS WORD

IS USED IN ASHEGHRAPIME=SEMSE MUCH IN THE WAY
WE MIGHT SAY "RUNDOWN OR OVER TO THE STORE" OR
RUN OVER TOWN" TODAY, WE WILL LOOK AT THIS
WORD AS_IT RELATES TO SEVERAL PEOPLE IN THE

BIBLE, By THE WAY, THERE NERE MEN KNOWN AS
IN SCRIPTURE, = RELAT
. 11 Samger_1 18:21-25 23, ¥? SAMUEL 15:1
UTRUNNERS." THESE TWO MEN BELONGED TO
A SELECT GROUP BEFORE,THE ENVENT]ON O

= -
BHONE ORW%EkEQRAEH - "TELERUNNER" .i[rﬂ§%hfi

IDEA OF Ig FOR RUNNING AS IT RELATES TO

)

MARRIAGE TEST
I, THE HASTE OF YOUTHFUL OBEDIENCE- I Sam,3:1-5

THE OPENING VERSES OF THIS CHAPEER REFLECT THE

:¥%§§L AND POLITICAl OF THE_NATION OF
EL THE'TTME’EF AMUELS BIRTH. IHE_ARK WAS IN

HE HANDS OF THE FHILISTINES _NH-D.TII:I.B.EALEN.ED
LED-EL—AND—HE.B—\LE.ELEXJ_SI.EBLC T WAS A TIME OF
PERMISSIVENESS AND SPIRITUAL DECLINE-

HAS RESULTED IN THE

HIDDEN. EACE AND As A
ACT, T 'ﬂEﬁE‘KRE ONLY TWO RECORDS OR
EFERENCES OF GOD SPEAKING DURING THE PERIOD OF THE

UDGE$ﬁEE%E£=¥ﬁ§%g; REFLECTED THE SAD.SIAIF OF THE
@M PRIES WER THROUGH WHOM Gobp
HE W,

GOULD REVEAL HIMSELF, . S. V. says:
THE LORD WAS E IN THOSE DAYS,
_MVLSIONS WFRE INFREQUEN HERE W FROM

OD AND THERE_WAS S N
0D APPEARED TO OTW@

.- Y
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?ND.JQSHHA. THE SILENCE OF GOD WAS TO REMIND
SRAEL OF THEIR NATIONAL AND PERSONAL SINS. THE
REFERS TO THE CANDLESTICK FOR ONLY
~=FEHT—TN~THE TABERNACLE, NTO THIS DESPERATE
SLTUATION A CHILD WAS BORN. MucH OF WHAT HE BECAME,
WAS DEPENDANT UPON THE SPIRITUAL DEDICATION QF HIS
LODLY MOTHER, SHE TOOK HIM TO THE HOUSE OF (oD,
*“=DEDTCATED HTM TO SERVICE THERE AND IT WAS IN THAT
ATMOSPHERE THAT GoD CALLED SAMUEL, OUuR TEXT IS
THE WORD NOTICE TH BS THE
SAMUEL , SAMUE Gop
CALLED SAMUEL AS HE MINISTERED TO THE LORD IN THE
SMALL TASKS OF ROUTINE RELlﬁlQuﬁ_L%%E. HE OPENED
AND CLOSED THEZR@®RS OF THE TABERNACLE AND LIT
' ALso HE MADE HIMSELF AVAILLABLE
TO HELP THE AGEg PRIEST ELI. IN_ALL PROBABILITY,
SAYS JOSEPHUS, SAMUEL WAS ABouz_lZ_xEARs_QLD AT
THIS TIME, 10=GUT.STAND TN ARACTERESTH€
YOUNG MAN LEAP FROM THE
TO THE VOICE OF GOD. SAMUEL WAS LISTENING SO
N GOD CALLED HE HEARD THE VOICE OF GoD
% SAMUELS TO THE CALL OF GoD,
N GoDp ¢ LLWS HWILLING TO OBEY AND BEGAN
.~ TO MOVE. HE RAN TO ELI BUT HIS VERY ACT OF MOVING
' INDICATED_THE WILLINGNESS AND OBEDIENCE OF HIS
HEART. (BY THE WAY - PLEASE NOTICE THAT HE CALLED
HIM WHEN HE WAS IN HE AND NOT IN THE
DEVILS TERRITORY, OF HIS CHOICE
WORKERS WHEN THEY ARE ¥QHNG. BEFORE THE_PERILS_OF
, FAMILY RESPONSTEBTLITIES, SECURITY

- PROBLE!%E AND THE WITH THE AFFAIRS OF
LIFE, LOOK BACK WITH REGRET AT WASTED

YOUTH AND WRECKED L BECAUSE THEY SOUGHT TO SERVE
THEMSELVES AND THEIR OWN PLEASURES INSTEAD OF
SEEKING TO DO THE WILL OF GOD, SOMEWHERE ALONG
LIFE'S ROAD, GOD AND HIS WILL SHOULD BECOME A
#%é%ﬁé;% IN THE LIVES OF CHRISTIAN YOUNG PEOPLE.
OUNG PERSON IN THE RIGHT PLACE, WITH AN
OBEDIENT._HEART, WILL CALL TO A LIFE OF SERVICE

AND FULFILLMENT. WE GO THROUGH LIFE MISER
UMEMLELLLFD IT IS OUR _FAULT NOT GOD s
f wE EVER ANSWERED GOD AS DID

o 11 IHE_HAS]EQE_RELl_lQUS_ENIHUSLASM MARK 10:17
IF WE WERE LOOKING FOR AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF
HIGH MORALITY APART FROM GRACE, THE RICH YOUNG
RULER 1S THE OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE. HOW MANY REOPLE
DO YOU KNOW WHO CHURC BOUT JESUS?
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BY FAR TOO MANY PEOPLE RUN EFROM THE LORD RATHER
THAN IO HIM, THIS RICH YOUNG MAN WAS CHARMENG IN

™, MANY WAYS, IS LIFE WAS UNDOUBTEDLY MPLARY IN

L_EVERY WAY. HE HAD S AND FOR
JEACHERS L IKE JESUS, E.BQNED HIS KNEE TO THE LORD
IN_COURTESY. AND RESPECT.,  WHEN THE LORD SAW HIM.

HE "COVED HIM AND QUITE SURE OF MUCH OF WHAT

THE RICH YOUNG RULER SAID ABOUT HIMSEFL WAS
ABSOLUTELY E! To FIND SUCH A PERSON WITH A
“POSITIVE AND MORAL QUTLOOK ON LIFE IS BOTH RARE
AND ENCOURAGING . Mosr.pEQP

NV REETGTOUS_MOVEME) I THIS WAS A
AGGRESSIVE , WILLING TO
GET 1) wﬂﬂﬂ?7UﬁTTﬂI£ﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁ+‘E€SE COULD ONE
ASK FOR? SENCE IS MAN WAS ASKING
JESUS WAS: ] oR (e HIS APPROACH
TO JESUS WAS ON T
ANOTHER! THIS YOUNG MAN WAS WILLING TO OMN-iEmm

»_TO GET INVOLVED, TO GIVE GENEE_uSL ~AND
TO DO WHAT HE COULD TO ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF JESus

IN PALESTINE, LOOK AT ALL THE POSITIVE THINGS ON

HIS SIDE OF THE LEDGER, RESPECTFUL AND REVERENT,

AN ARLSTQCRAT BOWING TO A CARPENTER, A HUMBLE GOOD
~ MAN RECOGNIZED JESUS AS AN OUTSTANDING TEACHER

WHOSE PHILOSOPHY WAS WORTHY OF HIS ATTENTION,

THIS YOUNG MAN TOOK THE TIME TO INQUIRE TO

----- — AN

{ ED N
NATURAL OR UNS“ *‘I THAT IS HE WAS

WILLIN TO COME TO JESUS BUT WW““
CHANGE | jITH ALL OF HIS MARVELOUS ggg;g CHARACTER-

ISTICS JESUS SAID SOMETHING WAS VERSE 21)
THE WORD LACK IN THIS VERSE IS TRA "coMET
sHORT"” IN Ro ! &FBR JESUS 1S NOT

A MATTER OF FACE, THIS MAN WAS
WILLING TO Dotll_ﬂLM§ELF BUT GOD DOES NOT ASK US
TO SAVE OURSETVES BY OUR GOQD WORKS BUT RA HER TO
LET CHRIST DO THE SAVING, ji14£4nm SAYS, *
THE RULES AND EE %eég SAYS «RE E
THE D ERENC%
FUNDAMENTAL AND VITAL IN THE BIBLE. THE RICH
YOUNG RULER REPRESENTS %SS OF PEOPLE WHO LOOK
1S

UPON ETERNAL_LIFE AS
~~ WHEREAS THE BIBLE SAYS TO BE.ACCERBE
HIS IS THE NUMBER ONE AREA OF RELCIGION CONF%SION

IN THE WORLD ToDAY. (T1Tus 3:5 EPHESIAN
Rom. 4:5-6) MEN DO NOT DICTATE TO GOD THE TERMS OF
THEIR SALVATION. [HIS YOUNG MAN PICTURES A PERSON

WHO WAS LOVABLE, CHARMING AND_ATTRACTIVE IN



-l-

CHARACTER BUT CHARACTEE WITHOUT CHRIST IS NO
/™, BASIS FOR SALVATION. ASICALLY, THERE ARE ONLY
TNO-ARRROACHES TO RELIGION AND SALVATION.

(:::) THERE ARE THOSE WHO EXPECT TO BE SAVED BY

BaLig

(2)) THERE ARE THOSE WHO KNOW THEY ARE SAVED BY
SOMETHING ALREADY .DOMNE.

You AND [ ARE EITHER TRYING TO SAVE OURSELVES OR
LET HR DO THE SAVING THERE IS NO MIDDLE
ROUND.?& HE STORY IS TOLD OF JHREE MEN WHO WENT
0 NEwW YORK SEVERAL YEARS AGO TO HAVE A.BLG _TIME.
HEY REGISTERED AT A FANCY HOTEL AND WERE GIVEN
THE OPTION OF A MODERATELY PRICE ROOM,MODERATE
LgXURIES OR\I UITE IN THE HOTEL ON THE
29TH FLOOR, IHEY TOOK THE LUXURIOUS SUITE. AFTER
"THEY WERE SETTLED IN THE ROOM THEY WENT OUT FOR
DINNER AND A NIGHT ON THE TOWN. WHEN THEY RETURNED
IN THE EARLY MORNING HOURS TO THE HOTEL THEY
DISCOVERED THAT THE ELEVATOR WAS NOT WORKING.,
™ BEING IN A GOOD FRAME OF_MIND, THEY JOKED ABOUT
WALKING TO THEIR ROOM, IHE FIRST SEVERAL STORIES
NO PROBLEM BUT HALF WAY UP THEY HAD TO REST AND
SLOWLY PAINSTAKINGLY THE LAST FEW FLOORS WERE
MADE BY CRAWLING STEP BY STEP SLOWLY AND CAREFULLY
THEY REACHED THE TOP. [|HE FIRST ASK THE SECOND TO
UNLOCK_THE DOOR BUT THE SECOND DID NOT HAVE THE
KEY. THEY BOTH LOOKED AT THE THIRD MAN WHO EMPIED
HIS POCKETS TO REVEAL THAT HE TOO HAD FORGOTTEN THF

¥ - P -
ANY *PEDP] THESE M§N ARE CRAWLING AND
GROPING THEIR WAY UP THE”STAI

. |HE PROBLEM IS THEY AVE.EQBEQIIEN.JEE;

—KEX, AND WHEN THEY GET TO THE IT WILL
BE CEGSER TO THEM FOREVER REGARDLESS OF MORAL
ﬁONDUCT B SAUS OR WAY INTO

EAVEN, OHN 14: :
: Nﬂ:ﬁ_—"”'ﬂ\&
[, i D F

@™ THE STORY OF THE_PRODIGAL SON IS ONE OF THE MOST
JFAMILIAR IN THE BIBLE AND MAYBE ONE OF THE MOST
~EAMIL TAR STORIES IN THE WORLD., HOWEVER, THERE

IS ONE CHARACT STORY WHO IS USUALLY
OVERLOOKED - As You KNOW, THE
FATHER IN THE STORY REPRESENTS OR_IS SYMBOL ICAL

|
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OF GoD THE FATHER. THIS IS THE ONLY PASSAGE,

0 MY KNOWLEDGE, IN THE THAT PICTURES
@ THE TERM@IN VERSE..20
ALLG.G.ESLS_IH.LS_GREAJ_;LB,H_F i/ CONTRAST NOTE IN
THE CREATION STORY IN GEN. THE UNHURRIED PACE OF

GOD AS CREATOR., ALSO BY CONTRAST NOTICE THAT

TH CTURE WITH ITS 6@k
CAL PROA UMAN NEED.

THE TATHER ﬁs_@m TO SEE HIS SON THE
BROTHER WAS ONL . |HE ESSENCE OF THE STORY

IS THAT WHEN PRODIGALS HEAD FOR HOME, THE FATHER
IS ALWAYS ANXIQUS WATCHING AND WAITING AND READY
TO EMBRACE THEM. |HE UNDERLYING TRUTH ABOUT THE
FATHER IN THE STORY IS THAT THE FATHER OR GOD IS
ALWAYS REECICTOSSOREEVE~ BY THE WAY, THE TWO
ATTITUDES OF THE PRODIGAL ARE MENTIONED IN THE

STORY: VXGESESME - THERE WAS NO CONCERN FOR THE
FATHER: ORGEVERME. ~ THERE WAS NO CONCERN
FOR HIMSE WHEN THE PRODIGAL WENT TO THE

FOREIGN COUNTRY HIS DESIRE WAS TO LIVE HIGH ON
}ﬂE_ﬂ9§___§HJ;iﬁLlEHUﬂlJﬂidLlllNﬁ_ﬂlIH_IHEMu
N THE FAR COUNTRY WITH HIS FATHERS MOMEY AND HIS
NEWLY BOUGHT FRIENDS THE SON SELDOM IF EVER
,.?MEEEER. HOWEVER, WHEN HIS
FINANCIAL RESQURCES AND FAIRWEATHER FRIENDS WERE

GONE, HE BEGAN TO THINK OF _HOME, FAMILY, LQVE AND
THE Pl=EN3a= IN HIS FATHERS HOUSE.

P G

FORGOT HIS SON, T IS MY JUDGMENT, EVERY.DAY OF
THE THERS LIFE THAT WAYWARD BOY WAS HEAVY UPON
HIS HEART., THERE IS E

WHEN THE PRODIGAL SON
CAME TO HIMSELF THIS BOY WHO HAD ONLY WANTED

HIS FATHERS WEALTH NOW WANTED HIS FATHERS WILL.,

THE POINT OF EMPHASIS TODAY IS THAT THE FATHERS LOVE
TOWARD HIS SON WAS RICH, GENEROUS AND FORGIVING,
WHEN THE PRODIGAL RETURNED THE FATHE

HIM OR SEEK TO BRING HIM IN THE@R OF THE
HOME BUT WAS_GENERQUS AND OUTGOING IN HIS LOVE AND
REJOICEH WITH A_JQY THAT ONLY TRUE DEPENDENCE CAN
GIVE. HIGHLY IMPRESSED WITH THE WORD THAT THE

FATHER SAID NOT A SIN WORD ABOUT THT FOOLISH
AND WASTEFU HIS WAYWARD SO N EXCHANGE
FOR THE SONS RAGS THE FATHER GAVE & 1T WAS

NO ORDINARY ROBE BUT T ST ONE FOR FESTIVE DAYS
@ AND JOYFUL OCCASIONS. WAS A SYMBOL OF

SHONOR AND AFFECTION AND SYMBOLIZED TRUST. HE — /™

WERE THE SIGN OF A FREE MAN CONSTRAST TO A
BAREFOOT SERVANT. SoNS SANDALS, [HE CALF
SPOKE OF JOYFUL FESTIVITIES IN CH THE COMMUNITY

g | p
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OULD SHARE IN THE JOY OF A REUNITED HOUSHOLD.,

HERE IS A TOUCH OF TRONY IN THE CONCLUSION OF

THIS STORY, HE FATHER SAID HIS SON WAS “BERD
WAS NOAMLIVE, HE WAS LQST BUT NOW FOUND.

: HE DIE? OBVIOUSLY THE RE-
FERENCE WAS 10 HI AND NOT HI L

%!é%- THERE IS A SENSE IN WHICH THERE IS
BETWEEN YOU AND ME AND THE PRODIGAL
SON . E HAVE ALL WASTED-QUR_LIVES AND THE
FATHERS RESQURCES SO BOUNTIFULLY BESTOWED UPON US
FOR OUR_OWN-PLEASURE AND INTEREST. HE SAME
FATHER WHO WAITED AND WANT HIS WAYWARD SON TO
COME HOME WAITS FOR YOU AND ME TO TAKE THAT

., (OD IS WAITING TO FORGIVE

AND HE |NILL “‘"'*'l US AND EMBRACE HS IF WE WILL
TAKE _THAT EIRST STEP TOWARD HOME.




"' RAISING THE DEAD"

During the days of our Lord's public ministry
i He raised 3 persons from the dead. And yet surround-

ing these U ts.there was none of the strange
MWS along with much of the
world of i which deals with yisionps,
coysral HAME ATeaua B0 pental felcpathos Aoceel-
ogy, dnper voices, yibrations and attempts to comm-
unicate with the neuter world. There was no mystic ~
or gypsy spirit surrounding the ministry of Christ.

In these 3 acts of restoring life to the dead there

is a_simplicity and_gpepnness that was so character-
istic of our Lord. In each of these cases, the per-

son restored to life §£ﬂgond%ﬁ_ip a different way,
and this will be the basls of our study today.
I. THE RAISING OF JARIUS DAUGHTER--Mark 5:21-24
35-43,
The Gospel of Mark is the gﬁgign gospel, Other
gospels tell us what Jesus said --Matthew. What
Jesus _felt--Luke. What Jesus yas--John. But of
all, it 1s Mark who stresses so well what Jesus
g%g: Who of us having read this book completely
. thru can forget the characteristic usage of the
=~ key WOde"ﬁﬁIIﬂiﬁhﬁ%ﬂXy immediately” The narra-
tive moves with vital iInterest and in an atmosp-
here of exitememt. It was written to the g
@ind which was more interested in seeing the
snapshots of life rather than the full length story
of our Lords life in detail--this was left to men
like Luke.
A, The Plea of An Anxious Father--v,21-23
Every parent who has ever had one of thar
children seriously ill can understand the feelim
ofwthisnants..heart . and are never
easy matters to deal wi in life but they are
even more difficult when they involve the lives
«Lof.children. (** Remember when our oldest was
in the hospital-- a young couple brought their
daughter to the hospital who had fallen onto
concrete walk from chinning bar on the play
ground. JAll.ndght vigil wondering about her
condition--- in the hospital was .degply
Loncerned--everything else secemed to be second-
_ apy to seeing how this girl would respond to
(ﬂ\ treatment.)
The text tells us that this man was_mot Jjust an
ordinary man in the community--he was a man of
<hBfluence and mespect. He was a '"ruler of the
synagogue." That does not carry much weight in
our thinking today, but in Biblical times this
\\_‘ man was one of the most -impertamt in town.




" THINGS THAT WORK "

The other morning as I came to the study, I

stopped tg exchange the usual morning greefings with
mour churcébmm When asked how he was feeling
that day, his reply was: 'l _am agravated." His watch

had been to the jewelers a couple of times and he had

taken it off in disgust and laid it down---it still

souldn't work! Jhesnextemerming, I turned the key

in my V.W. and instead of the roar of the engine, I

heard a faint dy].np‘ sound as tl@bﬂttery 2gve evidence
a

in Re Amerlcan home works by (_,.,I!B- -w-
} There is nothilly wmore Hﬁ?ﬁﬁéﬁ than

a teteVLSlon set that won't work when your favorite
program is on---talk to a T.V. dealer and let him tell
you how out of sorts and downright mean some folks get
if they don't have their sets working when they are
prepared to relax for the evening! €Jack Loy)
aza e Bible has a great deal to say about(E::EE}
3

Qu:.liuaa. If your ”rellglon just gets you out to
church at_11200 on Sunday mornlng,_li_daes_nnt_mnrk
too well as far as your witness to a lost world is
concerned.
T8 S (jark Fon. Qur Coo p.
I. EVERYTHING THAT GOD BRINGS INTO THE LIFE OF A
CHRISTIAN WORKS FOR GOOD--Rom, 8%28

This verse begins with the congunctlon--”éﬂﬂ
This links the verse with the preeceeding verses deal-

__“ﬂlgg_gézp the Splrlt's mlnlstry in the 11 fe of the bel- |
lever. God.'s _ in direct-

ffff, ing the bellevers life accordlng tof@as & ( Campus
hJ Lrusade have popularized this idea 1in 91r tract,)
33 The verse does netrsay that all things work together
ity for goo ! It does say that all things
aijwork together for good to them that love God...called
k<. according to his_purpose! There is no such thing as
"luck'" or "chapgce'" for the Christian. (bitdieebboas)

: plall B ] o 14 i

-Cindy- is weaving=m=rwuy. Look at the back it looks

i alike a tangled --rather unattractive to
look at. urn the rug over and the design is very

v lowaly. Qur view of 1ife is often the "worms.eye view"
¢L rather than the 2h1:dl§,§¥£_¥lﬁw" Someone has illus- -
</ trated the same trust like this: Remember those days |

\\\\before Betty Crocker and Duncan Hines when ladies ’
bhn-Chaol) [:Lﬁp..Lhﬂ,. »
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\ The Word of Godj people. It was the
fHNWOrd of |

God used by the Spirit of God that brought
us to a saving knowledge of Christ. 1 Pet. 1:23,
Jamesl:18, Rom, 10:17, The Word of God is able to
cause us to_gmes as believers, This is one of the
by products of public worship services where the

Bible is preached--exposume«to Godte-transforming
Word, Col. 3:16, Heb, 4:12.

L] ¢ : ] _ i acen
of a believer who comes daily to the Bible for spa.
Jdritual patrition. The real problem in the life of a
Christian is when he or she begins to neglect a per-
sonal, devotional study of the Scriptures every day.
(Acts 17:10-11,) Jer. 15:16, Job 23:12.

Psalm 119:11, 18,24,105,130--176 verses ref. to the

/::zgprd of God 173 times!

** Several years ago, a young lady came to a pastor
friend of mine with a problem so disturbing she could
not tell him the details only that she was far from
the Lordi. My friend wisely asked her to begin reading

: . After a week or so of this great

f=}£00k, she retixrned and with broken heart with a deter-

: ination to br :

Qak"ﬂﬁﬁﬁZHEEZQEBHESEshe*imﬁP%ynuLJHEE£¥ing
oL lth a.mareied.manl. " God's Word wil eep you from
sin or sin will keep\{:u from Gog's Word%... saiq/D. L.
loody, LR ~ 5 !
\:gi Qe A iy ~L.
IV. PRESENT AFFLICTIONS (DIFFICULTIES) ARE WORKING

FOR FUTURE GLORY IN THE LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN ‘

2 Cor, 4:17-18— &%r
Paul was absolutely sureVtHKat . iy he had
to suffer in this life was worthy to be compared with
the gl of the next life., God will make up for ak

or
; O8O H18 Deamie

L2 Cor.,

11:24-28)

lory -we..shall wonder why we ever.si
e burdens of life and regret that we did not
suffer more for our Lord.
As you know, several of us are preparing to
go to Israel--a time of great expectation. A different
-moed has come over us--exgifed about the prospects of
the tour--everytime we get together this is the topie
f conversation. We are going to take a greater trip!
W for some there are the fears of flying, the_inconven-
i of passports, photos, etc. Getting-readyssbut
allowill-be -worth.while when we get to our-destinatien.
All of the preparatiopn/expence will pay off then!
So it is with the Christian life--all of the difficult-

ies will be worht while, <S¢_,,.\ ‘Dﬁ_ﬂ CL_t___..-?‘ ;4:_...;

-
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~ "' WHAT WE HAVE IN CHRIST"

Our generation measures the.success of a man
by whaf. he hag ob, car, status symbols, '
-lm- It 1s refreshing to meet a per-
'son occas8sionaly who is aware of the really worthwhile

things in life. (_Wayne LeNeaye) ,

The Bible teaches that we believers areﬁégiiggr
ndian

M- However, many of us are like t
om F.B, yer describes in one of his books. He was

living in poverty and ultimately died of starvation.
Around his neck on a cord, in a small pouch was a grant
from the U.S. govermment regarding rich oil rescurces
he and his tribe held--but even thought he was wealthy
he had appropriated none of the benefits,-ftans

Nave NoTy

I. WE HAVE ACCESS TO GOD THRU CHRIST=--Rom. 5:2
BT M b T o iy — gt o mt.ss—--,ﬁ-.‘-ua.l-w-r—ﬂx’w~
In one sense of the word, this is what the Bible
is all about---access to God. The word"access" mens
"to lead or bring near-‘W" In lit-
erature this word was used o eing ushered into the
presence of royalty. It was used ip‘naval terms of
t i docked--a h o ID"EIESOT.,

we tremble at the thunder of Sinai, the barriers that
were set up to keep men back. In the temple area the

Irestrictions to keep men from the holy place excell

certain men on certain days. But now, in Chrisg,
we are bid to come without fear into the very presence
of God. **_Ll-% told the story of two willages
in Africa Were at war. He tried to get them together--
'How can we be at peace while they hold my son a
risoner.?" Once we have settled the "SQR' question
e are bid to come into God's presence thur Him.
Heb., 4:16--"Let us therefore come boldly unto the throre
of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to h
help in time  of need.”
** A southern soldier who had been freed from a prison
camp and was too crippled to return to the Civil War
was seeking an audience with President Lincoln to in-
tercede for .his brothexr who was also in a prison cawp
and very @1l., He had tried to get past the guardd but
failure. Ope day, young Tad Lincoln was walking near
the White House when he noticed a crippled soldier
stting at the curb, head in hands. The man explained his
situation to the boy. Tad took him by the had pat the
guards to the Presidents office.

II. WE HAVE AN ADVOCATE WITH THE FATHER--1 John 2:1

This term is_strange to us. '"One who pleads
the cause of another." Every person who has ever been
in a court of law knows the meaning of this idea.

vl




"THANKSGIVING FOR THE THINGS WE HAVE IN CHRIST" P

On this Thanksgiving Day there are certain things for which

-Saipi and sipmexr alike can express common gratitude., Appre-

ciation for .Launiry, a measure of freedom, family, friends,
’pn\_hgalth, prasperity. However, for the believer there are

some benefits and blessings which are uniguely ours because

of our spiritual relztionshig to Christ. _J_would suggest

Louxr of these blessings as a basis for our Thanksgiving Service

today,

I. LET US BE THANKFUL THAT THROUGH CHRIST WE HAVE ACGESS TO GOD
Romans 5:1-2. (Wfoékyqu‘/.) TRivilte e
The. word "access" means "tae. lead or bring near". It sug-

gests -sighié-of.appraach=to=bed, Peter used this same word

in I Peter 3:18, "For Christ also hath once suffered for
"sins, the just for the unjust, that(ﬂe might bring)us to
Godi" '

The Ephesian Letter:

éﬂi:&FEL 2:18="For through Him we both have_access by one Spirit unto
v the Father." a_in.; EYa 4Aﬂ|af,‘|am +» ConTnacT. (‘A foﬂfllvunvs P-..,.U_,.)

-§1"\3127K‘3 12-"According to the eternal purpose which He purposed in
— Christ Jesus our Lord:fin whom we have boldness and
access with confidence by the faith of Him," (2':\.(:,@ &

»ﬂ alalikerature it was used of ushering someone into the

presence of. Royalty, Ur the process of leading a vessel
through a harbor to the dock.

Think of the Temple Worship in the 0, T, There was one
X, /942 barrier Eﬁi after another - -restsietiens—to-keep men

£zom.the-presence.of Lod. Certain areas restmdsted. _Access
to God limited — the High Priest himself anly entering.hehinc
-Lhe.veil once 2 ysar. Since Calvary, gdiseetwaseess on an

open face basis!
"Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.'

HBb! 4316-

mmnh_tn_ﬁnd _..L.am_af.:ant it is a right uhwh

We.do.not use.as. frequently as.we should.

*A southern soldier, who had been freed from a prison camp
too crippled to return to the war, was seeking an audience
with President A, Lincoln to intercede for his brother who
was also in 2 prison camp = very ill, His repeated request
to the guards at the White House were denied. One day lit-

’nn‘ tle Tad Lincoln was playing near the White House when he
noticed a crippled soldier sitting at the curb weeping.
He asked why he was crying. The soldier explained his need,
not _knowing the identity of young Tad Lincoln, but glad to
talk to anyone who appeared to be sympathetic., Tad took
the man by the hand - past the guards, assistants, into

the very office of President Llncoln. There were no re-
\\\_ strictions or questions = atd made théJ’//




. — a
/,J%\Qﬁanunksgiving for the Things We Have in Christ" cont'd., P. 3
/ .
T.N.T. to fill a _freighi fraip from here to the moon/back /é P-

e tdmes. . Bomb=more explosive power than all explosives
used in World War I1l.)

WM&M in the world. Rose colored

glasses., Enemies will have us sooner or later., Russia/China
will progress = be more civil to us,

3. Those who believe uungggﬁ¥-nggg is in the intervention of Gad
= into human history an e affairs of men.
The Bible says our ﬁﬁnﬁeéunng;“ i@ in heaven. (Explain) Our hope
ia auza. vy Uore Ls Bor 14+

IV, LET US BE THANKFUL THAT IN CHRIST WE HAVE AN ALTAR FOR THE
PROPER SACRIFICE TU EUD. b, 13: 10-15

These verses speak of our Lord'sesssssifdsdalodesath,. _The altar

wwas..Laluary. Because of His sacrifice for us =—we who are
saved should render a pr@PBL.sactifice to our Lord. That
sacrifice is pzadse to Him! A person who praises the Lord is
mindful of the Lord's goodness to him.

GRemember the prodigal's brother? One of the things that
bothered him = "ha hﬂazd music and dan:;ng" thesgounds of
joy!

- ihe fire of praise.in. another's.life. There is enough dark-
ness, dullness, sullenness in the world without our partici-
pation in it!

I Thessalonians 5318 = "Im every thing give thanks: for this
is the will of God in Christ ﬂesus concern}ﬁﬁ you," vl

Ephesians 5:208Giving thanks always for all things unto God

and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ."

Paul's inditement of universal guilt - "Because that when they
knew God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were thank-
ful..."Romans 1:21.

* "Pggl it,"-Illustration |

Psalm 107:(5




