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THE SON OF PERDITION ™
Il THESSALONIANS 2:1-12

ON FeBruArY 5, 1962, Jean DIXON WAS GAZING OUT
OF HER BEDROOM WINDOW TOWARD THE EAST. AS SHE

DID SO, ACCORDING TO HER TESTIMONY, SHE SAW
QueEN HEFERITTI AND_A PHARAOH STEP OUT OF THE

AN
RAYS OF THE SUN. ?N HER VISION SHE SAW ﬁ_BABX
IN THE ARMS OF THE QUEEN. ON ONE SIDE, JEAN

DIXON SAW A PYRAMID. IHE PHAROAH AND THE QUEEN

XWARD_INDICATLNG

-CAME_TOWARD HER THRUSTING THE BABY FOR
FERED TO THE WHOLE .
ROM THIS BABY CAME F0RT+|jﬁgégg;§£g§=ggigig%§.
THEN DEPARTED AND

THE QUEEN PAUSED FOR A DRINK OF WATER, SHE WAS
STABBED IN THE BACK WITH A KNIFE.
@™ ATTENTION THEN SHIFTED BACK TO THE BABY AND SHE
REALIZED THAT HE HAD ALREADY ATTAINED MANHOOD,
MATERIALIZED ABOVE HIS HEAD AND
KEPT GROWING LARGER. PEOPLE FROM ALL NATIONS,
RACES, AND COLORS CAME TO WORSHIP HIM IN A
SPIRIT OF WORLD UNITY. ANOTHER VISION INDICATED
HAT THE CHILD WAS BORN _IN THE MIDDLE EAST ABOUT
% A:M, ON_FEBRUARY E. 19é2 OF HUMBLE PEASANT
ORIGIN. ISE TO BECOME A WORL
NNING TO RECEIVE POWER IN T S
ING_TO THE ZENITH OF HIS POWER UNTIL
AT WHICH TIME THE WORLD WOULD-BE—AT PEACE.
warR{ LET
- EATTH \
WMEHETW. THINK IT IS SO
MUCH %5 MENTIONED IT SIMPLY AS A
BASIS TO D YOU THAT EVEN THE WORLD OUTSIDE
OF THE CHURCH AND BIBLE PREACHING CHURCHES FEEL
: : PR D FOR SOME KIND
0 WILL DEL%VERBTHE WORLD FROM
OBLEMS. [HE BIBLE TEACHES THAT
HUMAN HISTORY IS ) _SUCH
HE WILL BE A

SPECTACQLAB AND §QEEBNATQRAL IN HI

» \ PAR

H
D

A 4
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«» THE WORLD WILL STAND!JIMwAWE AND THEN IN %u]f,
l : _81

OF HIM ACCORDING JO REVELATION
HIS PERSON WILL Bﬁ;&ﬁi&*ﬁ§=%ﬁ%. HE WILL BE
THE Mg OF ALL 0 RACTERISTICS
MEN + HE WILL BE? WMRRESSLVF, JNTELLLGENT,

&LEMER; AN J FHE, POLIT '
ESUS PEEEICTED SUCH A PEESON WQULD HEN

HE SAI IN MY FATHER'S NAME AND YE
REC :
NAME, HIM YE WIIl RECEIVE, OHN 2:45)8IN THE
NEW [ESTAMENT THERE ARE NO &.ESS THAN _ USED
TO DESCRIBE THIS PERSON. IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
THERE ARE TWICE THAT MANY. HE_IS MENTIONED PRIMARILY
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT BOOKS OF AND
AND_THE NEW TESTAMENT BOOKS OF REMELALLON AND
HAL LINDSEY'S NEW BOOK "IHE
DEVOTES CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION

,JO THE WORLD STAGE BEING SET FOR THE ANTI-CHRIST.
F ELIGIONS AND CU

T1-CHRIST WHO WILL COM
(™ INTO WORLD POWER LARGELY THROUGH HIS
' SUPERNATURAL PUWERS.  THE ANTI-CHRIST WILL NOT
APPEAR TO BE EVIL. HE wah SEEM TO BE THE ANSWER
TO ALL THE WORLD'S ILLS. HE WILL HAVE_ELECTRIFYING
FOR THE DESPERATE CRISIS THAT ARE NOW
MOUNTING. HE WILL DECEIVE ALL THOSE WHO HAVE NOT
DEVELOPED A LOVE FOR TRUTH WHICH IS IN THE BIBLE.
THIS ONE WHO SEEMS SO GOOD AT FIRST WILL BRING
ABOUT THE TOTAL ENSLAVEMENT OF PEOPLE ...
LAST SuNDAY EVENIBG WE BEGAN A STUDY IN THE
SECOND LETTER OF PAUL TO THE THESSALONIANS.
THE SECOND CHAPTER OF KHIS PISTLE HAS A GREAT
DEAL TO SAY ABOUT THE ANTI-CHRIST.

I.. HE Will COME TO POWER IN A TIME OF GREAT
APUSTASY - VERSES Z2-3

THE WORD OCCURS IN THE GREEK TEXT_ OF
VERSE 3. T#ﬁﬁeﬁﬁs %IQ.SIANIL£&EDLJ§EMM.§ IT

REFERS TO SOMEONE WHO ONCE PROFESSED TO BELIEVE
THE DIBLE BUT HAS MOVE? AWAY FROM THE GREAT
™ TRUTHS OF THE FAITH. T REFERS TO THOSE WHO

HAVE DEEECTED FROM THE TRUE FAITH OF !HE BIBLE,
OR A _.DEPARTURE FROM DIBLE DOCTRINE.
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[T SPEAKS OF THOSE WHO READILY AEANDON Gop's
WorbD., OF THE CHURCH, THE
APOSTASY OF CHRISTENDOM WILL BE COMPLEIE. IHERE
IS WIDE SPREAD APOSTASY THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
TODAY, BUT IT WILL REACH ITS COMPLETION SHORTLY
AFTER THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH.WHEN PEOPLE

_BRTST AND THE NIRE,  THE ELENENTS OF SUC
HE_ELEMENTS OF SUCH A

MOVEMENT ARE IN SOCIETY TODAY, BUT A FINAL WORLD
WIDE APOSTASY IS YET FUTURE. IT WILL CULMINATE
ZHE DEVIL-S.DREAM, NAMELY, A

DE
_?UEEB CHURCH UNDER THE CONTROEES%fEﬁEEhﬁEEEuHRlﬁI-
HE STATE OF APOSTASY IN AMERICA IS GRAPHICALLY

DESCRIBED IN HAROLD LINDSELL'S NEW BOOK CALLED

« IN THIS BOOK LINDSELL
POINTS OUT _HOW THERE ARE STILL MANY BIBLE
BELIEVING CHRISTIANS IN MAJOR DENOMINATIONS

IN. AMERICA BUT BY AE LARGE THE MAJOR-DENOMINATIQONS
[

HAVE ABANDONED THE BLE AS mw
ANMD_PRACTICE! PAUL REMINDED THE [HESSALONIANS

NOT TO BE OVERLY CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR PERSECUTION
MENTIONING THAT THERE MUST COME FIRST A GREAT
APOSTASY BEFORE THE COMING OF THE LORD.

WORD SHOULD BE, SAID ABOUT A POPULAR INTERPRETATION
OF THE PHRASE " AesastNcaauavaRiRss . ONE

WELL KNOWN WRITER HAS TRANSLATED THE PHRASE A

P
(::zlﬁAlcﬂlNﬁ_Amax SUGGESTING THAT THIS IS A REFERENCE

TO THE RAPTURE. HOWEVER, IN MY JUDGMENT IT IS
TALION. THE BASIC IDEA OF .,

APOSTASY IS NOT TO ~CATCH AWAY' BUT TQ E?%%%Kﬁ.

“THTS WORD IS USED MOST OF ALL IN THE NEW AMENT

TO SUGGEST A DEPARTURE FROM DOCTRINE. THIS,

VERSE AND OTHERS ARE A CLEAR WARNING TO GoD's

o~ PEOPLE TO BEWARE OF APOSTASY,

G
J0..P0ssEss HiM, MANY CHURCHES AND DENOMINATION
NO LONGER BELIEVE THAT DOCTRINE IS IMPORTANT,
HEREFORE ARQSIASY IS INEVITABIE FOR SUCH GROUPS.,
HEY OPEN THEMSELVES UP FOR ALL KINDS OF CULTS
AND ISMS. [T IS MY FIRM CONVICTION THAT THERE
IS A WIDE SPREAD DEPARTURE FROM BIBLE FAITH.

<] HAVE BEEN AMAZED HOW PEOPLE COULD SIT_IN A

'

¢

A\

CHURCH AND LET THEIR CHILDREN BE_TAUGHI_BY
TEACHERS WHO DQ NOT BELIEVE THE BIBLE.IS THE

. THEY REMIND ME OF A MINISTER
WHO WAS IN A BOOK SHOP WHEN A WOMAN CAME IN TO
BUY A BOOK. HEN ASKED WHAT KIND OF BOOK SHE
WANTED SHE REPLIED, "OH, JUST ANYTHING.
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«» WHEN THE ASSISTANT BROUGHT HER A BOOK SHE
RAPJDLY GLANCED THROUGH IT AND SAID "L Il TAKE
1%." HALF AN HOUR LATER, THE MINISTER WAS IN
THE MEAT MARKET WHEN THE SAME WOMAN CAME IN
DEMANDING A STEAK. SHE SCORNFULLY REFUSED THE
FIRST AND SECQND CUT THAT SHE WAS OFFERED, IN-
SISTING LOUDLY . WHEN
SHE HAD FINALLY RECEIVED THE STEAK AND PAID FOR
IT SHE ANNOUNCED EOTAALL TO HEAR,

LL_T00QETEN PEGPLE ARE

eF—Gea,i’ G _na.ﬂ |HIS IS THE
AY APOSTA%% Fé%%ﬁE‘*Nﬁm%bkaﬁﬁES.

W THE
ATMOSPHERE OF THIS TIME OF APOSTASY WILL BRING
THE ANTI-CHRIST INTO POWER. HE IS DESCR JBY
TWO_VERY I?TERESTING TERMS IN VERSE 3. m#igb
QE SN, HIS PHRASE LITERALLY MEANS THE M )
ESS , |HE WORD SIN IS THE WORD “ANOMIAS,
ACTﬁRISTIC OF THE ANTJ-CHRIST WILL
BE LAN&E&SHEES“ ALVOORD HAS SAID "JUST.AS
#™ WE REFER. TO- UHRIST AS.THE MAN OF SORROWS, BECAUSE
HE WAS A MAN WHO ENDURED MUCH SORROW, SO THIS
PERSON IS A MAN OF LAWLESSNESS. HIS VERY LIFE
WILL BE CHARACTERIZED BY BLASPHEMOUS SIN AGAINST
Gop., HE WILL BEGIN HIS CAREER AS A HLGH
OBLIVIOUS TO THE NEEDS AND INTERESTS
OF ANYONE EXCEPT HIMSELF., WE ARE SEEING THE

BEGINNING OF, ) SSNE IN OUR TIME
WHICH WILL COME INTO ER THE
RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH. HEN :

ATAN'S |
wSYSIEM WILL SWEEP THE WORLD.
E NQLHAUGHT

CRIMES IN AMERCIA ARE COMMITTED WITH
OF INVESTIGATION LET ALONE ARREST AND TRIAL.
IS THE BREEDING-.GRQUND FOR A
WHICH EVENTUALLY WILL BECOME

“RKIND OF LAWLESSNESS
NCONT WHEN GOVERNMENT GIVES UP ITS
D GIVEN FUNCTION QF PUNISHING EVIL DOERS AND

~REWARDING GQOD. IN MY JUDGMENT, THE PICTURE THAT
IS BEING SET ACROSS THE WORLD OF LAWLESSNESS WILL
BE_REVERSED IN ANY SLGN) FICANT MEASURE,
HE ONLY PERSON
CRIBED BY THIS TERM IN THE BIBLE wAs Jubas
IscAr1oT. "WHILE | WAS WITH THEM IN THE WORLD,
| KEPT THEM IN THY NAME; THOSE THAT THOU GAVEST
ME | HAVE KEPT, AND NONE OF THEM IS LOST BUT

N

F
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™ THE SON OF PEﬁDITjON; AT THE_SCRIPTURE MIGHT

o

BE FULFILLED. OHN 17:12) THE FACT THAT
THE SAME TERM IS USED TO DESCRIBE BOTH THE
ANT1-CHRIST AND JUDAS ISCARIOT DOES NOT MAKE
THEM THE SAME-RERSQON AS SOME HAVE MISTAKENLY
SUPPOSED, BUT RATHER PUTS THEM IN THE SAME

LATEGORY, [|HEY HAVE THE SAME -QR1G1H
~AND_ETERNAL Pl ACE _QF DOQM HE F

OF RELIGIOYS APQSTASY IS DESCRIBED IN VERSE 4
WHERE THE ANTI-UHRIST WILL PUBLICLY SET

HIMSELF AND PROCLAIM HIMSELF TO BE
W% ' E WILL BACK UP THIS PRONOUNCEMENT
WITH SL MENTIONED IN VERSE 9.

HE WILL DECLARE HIMSELF TO BE THE ONLY (OD
WHOM MEN SHOULD WORSHIP. (CoMPARE REVELATION 13:1-8)
THE FACT THAT HE POSSESSES

WILL CONVINCE SOME THAT HE IS A DEITY. ECCORDQ!G
TO_DO

T0_THE BIBLE, THE ABILITY 1

(COMPARE REVE%ATION l% iB, DEUTERONOMY 13:1-3,

Exopus /:1 OF DOCTRINE IS Tt

LORD O 0D NO OME_KIND O PERNATURAL SIGA
\ R A1 PEN

SENDED WITH A GENERATION OF MANKIND REJECTING
~IHE TRUF (HRIST. [|HE PRESENT D]SPENSATION WILL

END WITH MANKIN

~ T e

II. WILL COME TO POWER AE}[R_IHE_EAEIUBE
:géb - THE CHURCH - VERSE 1,

THE PHRASE IN VERSE 14
IS A REFERENCE TO THE FIRST PHASE
OF THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST WHIC?CIS COMMONLY
CALLED THE OF THE CHURCH. OMPARE
I f ESSALON%%%%H%:13-lg§ THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH
HESSALONICA WAS THE COMING OF CHRIST FOR THE

CHURCH NOT LOOKING FORWARD TO THE COMING OF
THE NTI-CHRIST ON THE HUMAN SCENE. IN VERSES

AUL TALKS ABOUT w WHICH
IS HOLDING BACK EVIL UNTIL THE WICKED UNE HAS

BEEN REVEALED. ACCORDING TO PAUL THE
IS ALREADY IN PROGRESS IN HIS

& TTIME, HAD ALREADY STARTED WHICH
WOULD TERMINATE LN.M—Q.C.EAN OF UNBOUNDED
LAWLESSNESS. E WORDS WITHHOLDETH, AND LETTETH"
ARE WORDS WHICH SUGGEST RESTRAINT OR HOLDING BACK.
N A
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THE PERSONAL PRONOUN “HE" IN VERSE 7/ SUGGESTS
THAT THIS RESTRAINING_INFLUENCE IN THE WORLD

IS INDEED A PERSON! THERE IS
EQRCE_IN _THE WORID WHICH WILL CONTINUE IN
OPERATION UNTIL IS REMOVED.

THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT IN MY JUDGMENT THAT THIS
1S THE HoLY SPIRIT AND HE WILL

BE TAKEN QUT OF THE WAY AT THE RAPTURE OF THE

CHURCH. AFTER THIS EVENT THE LAWLESS NATUR?

OF THE ANTI-CHRIST WILL BE MADE MANIFEST. |HE

REMOVAL OF THE CHURCH FROM THE WORLD WILL

SIGNAL AN W
el HUMAN _HISTORY . AM GLAD THE CHURCH WILL NOT

BE HERE DURING THAT TIME. |HE WORLD WILt NOT
BE A PLEASANT PLACE TO LIVE IN_WHEN ALL CHRISTIANS
AND THE HOLY SPIRIT AREGONE. [HE BIBLE TEACHES
THAT BELIEVERS ARE THE-SALT OF THE EARTH AND

AS SUCH ACT AS_A PRESERVING INFLUENCE AGAINST
MORAL DECAY., LT IS MY OPINION THAT THE PRESENCE

By HAS BEEN ONE OF SATAN'S FAVORITE

HE BEGINNING OF HUMAN HISTORY. HB DECEIVED
10 SALVATION
=] I\

WILL LEAD A
ECEIVE Ml W E SO RAMPANT

THAT MEN WILI FHET ITH IN UTTER FRAUD

AND MEET THE FATE OF ALL THOSE WHO PLAY WITH EVIL.

THERE IS NO OTHER ANSWER FOR THE NEED OF THE

HUMAﬁ HEART APARE FROM THE GosSPEL OF JESus CHRIST
IS vV

AND GRACE., ERYTHING ELSE THAT PROFESSES
TO DEAL WITH MAN'S ETERNAL NEED IS A LIE. IF
MEN CHOOSE TO BELIEVE THE PHILOSOPHIES OF MEN
INSTEAD OF_THE WORD oF GOD THEY WILL ULTIMATELY
BE LOST. [HIS IS CLEARLY TAUGHT IN THE BIBLE.

IV. HE WILL COME TO HIS EWD THROUGH DIVINE
UDGMEN] - VERSE &
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ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF REVELATION, THE ANT1=CHRIST

~  WILL MOUNT A CAMPAIGN AGAINST Iug_gllx_gg
DURING Ab=ENG : \_AS THE BATTLE
OF ARMAGEDDON. €REVELATION 16 IT WILL

BE AT THIS PARTICULAR TIME WHEN HE MEETS HIS
DOOM AT THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. HIS PRIDE
IS SO GREAT THAT HE WILL IMAGINE_THAT HE HAS
ABILITY TO WAR AGAINST-tHRLSﬁ. THE SWORD ?E
CHRIST'S MOUTH ACCORDING TO REVELATION 19:

S HIS ALMIGHTY WORE ACCORDING TQ DANTEL 8
ND#&E TyE ANTI HRIST WILL BE BROKEN.

IS DESCRIBED IN &
AS THE | AKE QF FIRE. S END WILL B
AS HIS AND ALL THOSE WHO REJECT JESUS
CHRIST AS LORD AND SAVIOUR. IT IS NOT A PRETTY
PECTURE BUT IT IS A SOBERING REMINDER THAT (oD
WILL DEAL WITH EVIL.




RoBERT K. SPRADLING AucusTt 15, 1976
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THE PEQPLE WHOM GOD CHOOSES

IT THESSALONIANS 2:13-17

THIS YEAR, IS A YEAR OF_CHOOSING, BOTH MAJOR
POLITICAL PARTIES ARE CHOOSING PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATES, AND IN_NOVEMBER AMERICANS WILL CHOOSE
A PRESIDENT. OSOME MEN WILL GO TO ALMOST ANY
ENGTHS TO BE CHQ OR HIGH POLITICAL OFFICE.,
/ HEY ARE WILLING IN THE AMOUNT
olms OF THOUSANDS OR MILLIONS OF DOLLARS, SUBJECT
. AND THEIR_EAMILIES TO CLOSE PUBLIC
SCRUTINY, SPEND_LONG HOURS CAMPAIGNING IM ORDER
TO ACHIEVE A DESIRED POLITICAL OFFICE. IMoST
OF US WILL NEVER KNOW WHAT IT MEANS TO BE CHOSEN

PRESIDENT OF A ggﬂzaux, LET ALONE PRESIDENT
OF OUR_COUNTRY: AS A FACT, MOST OF
S COULD BE CALLED MERY WAY .,
N VERAGE AVERAGE
AyERAGEJULLLnREu, AVERAGE,MARRLAQE, ETC.

O MINI) B \ A A H A (4]
ELA¥E C?OOSING OF ERTRUDE
FOR VOLLEYBALL TEAM., HE [HESSALONIAN CHURCH
WAS TERRIBLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE SEVERE
OF THEIR CHURCH. ALONG WITH THIS DIFFICULT
- ITUATION, PAUL HAD SPOKEN OF THE POWER OF THE
- ANT - IN THE PREVIOUS VERSES AND HIS WIDE
SPREAD INFLUENCE IN THE END TIME. [0 COUNTER
ALL OF THIS MATERIAL, PAUL MENTIONS AN
EACT , NAMELY, THE [HESSALONIANS AND ALL BELIEVERS
HAVE BEEN CHOSEN AND CALLED OF GOD TO SALVATION.

. 10 BE CHOSEN OF GOD 1S A REASON FOR PRAISE -
VERSES =

PAUL'S ATTITUDE WAS DIFFERENT FROM MOST PEOPLE.
WHEN THE_AMERAﬁﬁJﬂﬂﬂﬂnLTHINKS ABOUT TERMS LIKE

EOREKNOWLEDGE, AND
_TERMS OF THIS NATURE

THERE IS A FEELING BY SOME PEOPLE
T AT G0OD SOME PEOPLE TO GO

_IQ_MN AND DOOMS OTHER PEOPLE TO GO _TO w.
m——— ———

\

R
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THE LATTER PART OF THISKSTATEMENT IS JUST NOT L/

A Bisle FacT! (JHLIS SUBJECT IS NOT ONLY A
.ﬁlEEISHLI_QNE BUT ONE THAT 1S GROSSLY MISUNDERSTIOOD)
E ekl S A MATTER OF

HE DECIDE' PO
FOR NOT SAVING

HAS WEL POINTEDlOUT; IT NOT TRUE
USE THE 0 DONS CONVICT
E_PENITENTIARY HE MUST THEREFORE PARDON

HEN HE PARDONS ONE, NO INJURY IS DONE TO

« HOWEVER, WITH GOD, THE PARDON
Al OTHING PREVENTS MEN FROM

EING PARDONED EXCEPT THEIR LNWILLINGNESS IQ
SOMEONE HAS WELL SAID _INO MAN CAN
Jﬁa_g_gED WITHOUT (GOD, BUT IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT

_NO.MAN WHOM GOD IS NOT WILLING TO SAVE.'
UESTION SINNERS SHOUL BE ASKING TODAY IS

"“'*‘”;”*” OF Tt : HER ~WHAT
O EACHE IN THE LONG
AGO WAS CRITICIZED FOR PREAC

#™ ON THE SUBJECT OF ELECTION AND YET ENCOURAGING
SINNERS TO COME TO CHRIST. SOMEONﬁ TOLD HIM HE
SHOULD PREACH_ONLY TO THE ELECT E REPLIED
THAT IF SOMEONE ' WOULD PUT ALLJﬂUJﬁjﬂuiﬁ_ON ALL

THE ELECT HE WOULD PREACH ONLY To THEM! HENRY
ARD BEECHER SAID
V.!S TN THE TEXT OF VERSE E% PAUL GAVE THANKS TO GOD

= THAT THE [HESSALONIANS WERE CHOSENBemsSiisaTian .
IN VERSE 14 THE THESSALONIANS ARE SAID TO HAVE
BEEN GALLED THROUGH THE PREACHING o[ THE GosPEL
AND THETR GOAL IS THE GLORY OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST. LET US LOOK AT THE IN
THESE VERSES. @ -EHOSEN . iHE EORD DID NOT
CHOOSE US_BECAUSE OF SOME IN OUR
MAKEUP. THE INITIATIVE WAS WHOLLY HIS. ("YE

/ HAVE BSEY ME. BUT I HAVE CHOSEN YOU...."
ACCORDING AS HE HATH CHOSEN s
IM BEFRRE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD.
p/fEBHEhéA___ﬁﬁr THIS VERSE IN EPHESIANS TEACHES
THAT GOD, BEFORE THE_FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD,

 § CHOSE ALL BELIEVERS TO SALVATION IN HR%ST WITH
ALL OF ITS BLESSINGS AND OBLIGATIONS. HE REASON
FOR SUCH ACTION IS _WHOLLY IN THE GRACE OF (GOD
AND_TOTALLY APART FROM MERIT ON OUR _PART:
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@aEmep. [HE BIBLE SPEAKS OF THE CALL OF (OD

4™ TO THE SINNER,IN TWO WAYS, A=GENERAL_CALL
TO ALL MEN - "LooK UNTO ME BE YE SAVED, ALL
THE ENDS OF THE EARTH; F 0D AND_THERE
NONE ELSE z ?T AIAH L5, 85% AT HEW Rl 25 REv-
ELATION 22:17, EVELATION GENERAL

CALL MAY_BEu AND OMPARE
anﬂéamﬁTTHEW“ IMPLY sTAfu%E$EEEEGLMEs.MAN.IHE
Wm_au_ NO I,Q,_EQD OWEVER, TQ.B.E.-J.ECT

_jluﬁ_gALL MEANS THAT MAN IF RESPONSIBLF
T0 GOD ANg UL TIMATELY WILL BE PUNISHED
0

FOR REFUSING TO HEED GOD'S CALL. [F MEN REFUSE

E CALL OF GOD THEY ALONE ARE RESPONSIBLE
OF GOD WHICH IS EFFICACIOUS

POWER RESULTING IN BRINGING THE ﬁEL+§MﬁN9
.ﬁiuusn To CHRIsT. (PHILIPPIANS 3:14, ETER 1:10)
0 THIS YOUNG; TROUBLED CHYRCH,_PAUL_APPEALS TO

DT 0D ARSOLUTE SOVERE]
N OUR DAY; WHEN IS THE CENTER OF OUR THINKING
THERE NEEDS TO RETURN TO SOME OF THE GREAT

DOCTRINES OF THE WorD oF Gob.

ABSOLUTELY-—-SOVERELGN IN HIs DEALINGS WITH MAN
) Hu1i_JﬂILJInEuMﬁLJAHIL1EffIQ_DEAL.NlIH.ﬂHAIE%EB
i ET ME EMPHASIZE ONC

AGAIN THAT, TO THIS VERY CONTROVERSIAI
SUBJECT IS FAR DIFFERENT THAN MOST MEN. HE

" STATES THESE PROFOUND TRUTHS IN SIMPLE TERMS

N N "~ POINTING OUT ONE CLEAR FACT THAT

OUR._SALVATION
AND_DID NOT COME
1NT9 EXISTENCE AS TO DEAL WITH
MAN S SIN. oD W s_EuLL__AuARE_ANn FHLlY IN
‘E ASKED GHHEEEEF ON ONE OCCASION IF HE
ELIEVED THE BYE AUGHT THAT GOD CHOSE HIM IN
HRIST BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD.
SPURGEON REPLIED. YES, IT MUST BE SO THAT (oD
CHOSE ME BEFQRE..L_WAS BORN BECAUSE IF HE HAD
AITED UNTIL AFTERWARDS HE NEVER WOULD HAVE CHOSEN
LET ME HASTEN TO ADD A CLOSING WORD -

THIS IS A VERYW - THE ANSWER
10 WHICH IS HOWEVER, ALONG

SHOULD BE OUR APPROACH.
{ORD~OP~ADMONITION. ITHE BIBLE NEVER

TEACHES THAT SOME MEN ARE ELECTED TO SALVATION

AND OTHERS ARE ELECTED TO DAMNATION. o
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@)MEN GO TO HELL, IT WILL BE N _SPIIE OF EVERYTHING
o TRIED TO DO TO~SEQE.IHEM, NOT BECAUSE OF

SOME WHICH M THEM «RAMNS IN THE
YOU ARE A CHRISTIAN,

»AN _YOUR BEHALF,
SITJON YOU CAN T ACCEPT THE ADMONITION OF FETER

TO "MAKE YOUR CALLING AND ELECTION SURE.

IT. E: CHOSEN OF GOD SON_FO
- VERSE

THE FACT THAT OUR SALVATION HAS ETERNAL DIMENSIONS
SHOULD ENCOURAGE THE BELIEVER EVE T STS
OF SEVERE TE?ILNQ AND ' N PREPARING
THIS STUDY, CONSULTED SEVERAL MODERN TRANSLATIONS
ONC RNING THE PROPER TRANSLATION OF VERSE 15,
XTI WAS THE MOST HELPFUL. O DESCRIBE

T AITITUDE THE TEXT SIMPLY SAYS

THE WORD STAND COMES FROM

NORD THAT SIMPLY MEANS TO STAND_AS_QPPOSED
7O SITTING. STAND UP,, W
ﬁiﬂi&h

o

Al . ) 0 § \
E IN TO EVERY WIND
F DOCTRINE AND EVERY PRESSURE OF SOCIETY. N
: D_ON_TO-THAT
—WHICH 1S BRECIOUS, T PRE ﬁw.li.@)
HE BEST ILLUSTRATIQN.O HE WORD STAND CAN BE
FOUND IN A- STUDY 0-_ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ!lﬂ HE HEBREW CHILDREN
STOOD WHENE ONEELSE WAS. BOW . |HEY WERE
WILLING TO STAND FOR THEIR EAlIHﬁANDJ%DLJ}E_RﬂiaE
THAT WAS REQUIRED FOR SUCH A STAND. [HESE MEN
WERE GIVEN THE SIMPLE CHOICE OF EITHER
TO THE IMAGE OR .BURING IN A FURNACE. v

f?unuuz; NE IS IMPRESSED WITH THESE THREE YOUNG
EWS CONCERNING THEIR FAITH IN GOD AND THEIR
WILLINGNESS TO FACE WHATEVER WAS REQUIRED TO BE
TRUE TO THEIR FAITH. IN A TIME OF GREAT SPIRITUAL
anuuu%fz AND_COMPROMISE THE PATTERN OF THESE
THREE JEWS SHQULD BE_JhiE=f TERN OF @on S PEOPLE
EVERYWHERE. THE WORﬂa-ﬂSeﬁs 0 HOLD OR

KE HOLD OR HOLD T1GHFrY. HIS EXACT WORD

i ﬁERSIN THREE DIFFE:;ET WAYS IN REVLEATION 2:1,

0

\ Y
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As THE BELIEVER HOLDS ON TO GoD’S TRUTH, LT

f“\__ﬁlLL_HﬂLD_DNIQ_HLM. GETI_A_GRASP OF THE
TIBLE IF YOU WANT TO BE AN EEEECTIVE CHRISTIAN.
el EAK CHR L STl S ONE WHO 1S _TGNORANTOF

. (COMMENT CONCERNING THE OPPORTUNITY
AND EFFECTgVENESS OF THE G_TRAINING SESSIO
THIS FALL.) THE FACT THAT THE CHRISTIAN IS
INVOLVED WITH THE ETERNAL GOD IN ETERNAL SALVATION
SHOULD OFFER STABLLLIY AND TENACLTY CONCERNING
ONES FAITH EVEN IN THE MIDST OF SEVERE PERSECUTION.

11 1 E CHOSEN OF GOD IS A REASON FOR
{TCAY CHRISTTAN [LIVING - verses 16-17
<EZ ZxTe )&Mﬁ&\ ove_fe

SOME BELTEVERS WHO ATTACH THEMSELVES TO THE
DOCTRINES OF, HAVE A TENDENCY
TOWARD «RATALLSM: |T BECOMES THE .SREARRQINI _OF
THEIR.BREAcHLRﬁ.ANn.DULLS_IHELR_LNIERESIS_L&
wBVANGELLSM, AS A MATTER OF FACT, ET SEEMS TO

E THE SUBJECT OF OR
HE BIBLE APPROACH HIS SUBJECT IS )
. NOTICE THAT THE SUBJECT OF S
P =CTION OF BELIEVERS Eanxs_ﬁﬁn AND NOT_MAN .

S A MATTER OF FACT, THIS WAS PAUL'S GREAT
CONCLUSION WHEN HE DEALT WITH THE SUBJECT QF
ELECTION AND ITS BEA TION OF [SRAEL
IN Romans 9,10,11. IS ONE OF

éHE GREAT EXALTATIONS OF THE NAME OF GOD IN THE
IBLE, [N THE TEXT BEFORE US THE WORD JLQVE.,

HOPE, GRACE, CO ; ANDGOODHORKS ARE AL
' ULTIPLIED
MILLIONS OF UHRISTIANS HAVE BEEN COMFORTED AND

ENCOURAGED TO KNOW THAT GOD IS IN FULL CONTROL
OF HIS UNIVERSE AS WELL AS OUR LIVES. NO GREAT
MOVEMENT OF GOD IN HISTORY HAS EVER BEEN
ACCOMPANIED BY GREAT EXALTATION OF MEN BUT
_ RATHER THE HUMILIATION OF MEN BEFORE GOD AND
Y~~~ THE EXALTATION OF HIS GREAT NAME.
Eg rl

SUCH As A
AND THEIR FOLLOWERS SUCH AS 5

b
AND WERE MEN WHOSE LIVES HAD BEEN
PROFOUNDLY PERFECTED BY THEIR D?CT?INE AND
THESE MEN WERE ASRARSCESNONGNE HIS GREAT
Y DOCTRINE WHITTLES MAN DOWN TQ.SIZE AND UNDERCULS
MAN S SELE=SURELCLENGY AND MAKES HIM UTTERLY AND
OM B A OR

'- Mhe C.Qa,a‘w‘f :‘#of - 7
\ S/VM d(ra.:
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GOD‘S GRACIOUS COMMANDS M 17 83
IT THESSALONIANS 3:1-18

WHAT GoD SAYS WE SHOULD DO, WE SHOULD DQ'! HIE
COMMANDMENTS ARE_BINDING UPON THE BELIEVER. FOUR

_TIMES IN THIS CONCLUDING CHAPTER OF THE [HES=
SALONIAN EPISTLES THE W RD OMMAND IS USED. IT 1s

NOT A COMMAND LIKE THE OMMANDMENTS BUT
RATHER REFERS TO A THE ORIGINAL IDEA
OF THE WORD CARRIED GES$ION OF A_WAGON

C HE WILLINGNESS TO

ACCEPT A BURDEN OR RESPONSIBILITY IS INHERENT IN
THE MEANING OF THE WORD COMMAND, JOHN REMINDS

THE CHRISTIAN "FOR THIS IS THE LOVE OF (GOD, THAT
WE KEEP His COMMANDM%TTS' Agn 1S_COMMANDMENTS
ARE NOT GRIEVQOUS. IN HIS cusToMm-
ARY FASHION, PauL CONCLUDES Two GREAT LETTERS
DEALING WITH THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST WITH

SOME SOUND PRACTICAL TEACHING CONCERNING CHRISTIAN
LIVING,

[. A CHARGF CONCFRNING PRAYER*- v, 1-4

[ AM IMPRESSED WITH THE FACT THAT A MAN OF PauL’s
SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE AND .MAI.IJ.R.&I_‘L RESORTED SO
OFTEN TO THE REQUEST OF OTHER CHRISTIANS TO PRAY
FOR HIM.  PAUL WAS A_THEOI OGICAL AND .SPIRITUAL
GIANT. YET, HE ASKED A_xgumﬂ.guugga_OF NEW :
BELIEVERS TO PRAY FOR HIM, PAUL RECOGNIZED THE &
WORTH AND POWER OF PRAYER AND SENSED HIS OWN

WEAKNESS IN THE LORD’S WORK, DO NOT THINK WE
REALIZE HOW IMPORTANT AND DEPENDANT WE ARE UPON
PRAYER, ARE EVER WON APART

FROM GREAT PRAYER., HE _PRAYER MEETING IS THE
LEAST ATTENDED MEETING TN THE CHURCH AND FOR TOO

MANY CHRISTIANS IT IS GVERXTHING BUT A TIME OF
INTERCESSORY PRAYER. [N-I9/8, LEHMAN STRAUSS
WROTE A BOOK ENTITLED, |
_ . HE STATES IN THE PREFACE OF THE BOOK
THAT MANY CHURCHES HAVE _IHE LOW VIEW OF PRAYER.
HE POINTS OUT THAT_COSTLY BUILDINGS,

o AN ARE NO SUBSTITUTE ton

EEE *EEQkEE E D MENTAL EHHQéE HEéﬁHEiﬁL TO
TRAUSS ARE EAKNESS IN _THE PULPIT MINISTRY.

THAT 1S, NOT ENOUGHT SOUND BIBLE TEACHING AND
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EXPOSITION. ¢ (2)PRAYERLESSNESS. HE STATES IN THE
BOOK THAT MANY..PUBLIC PRAYERS IN THE CHURCH ARE
~. EMBARRASSING Alﬂlﬂdﬂu’]llE%E_' E USES SUCH PHRASES
AS "SOFT-HEADED CHRISTIANS WHO,LOSE_ALL COMMON
g NSE WHE” THEY HEAR THE WORDS "QUReEATHER" AND
E SAYS SOME OF OUR PRAYING IS PRETTY
ND _.SHODDY STUFF. HE DESCRIBES SOME OF OUR
PUBL C PRAYING AS DULL, LIFELESS AND INCOHFRENT.
THE Lorp’ ? PEOPLE NEED TO BECOME SERIOUS ABOUT
PRAYER:, IT IS NOT A_LUXURY WE_TACK QON. TO OUR
SERVICES; IT_IS VITAL AND WITHOUT IT CHURCHES WILL
FAIL IN THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. SOMEONE HAS WELL
SAID THAT OUR IS PRETTY GOOD AND OUR
ﬁ IT;S OUR BKNEEQLQQX THAT IS
LACKING, " PAUL ASKED THE THESSALONIANS TO PRAY
ABOUT TWO SPECIFIC MATTERS:

A.  Pray THAT THE W?RD OF _Gop May Go FoRwARD
. - V.1

PAUL USED THE_THESSALONIANS AS AN EXAMPLE OF SUCH
A MUNISTRY. THE WoRD oF GOD_ELQuRLaHEn_AT EHES-
SALONICA. SATAN DOES NOT WANT THE WORD OF oD

~» FREELY PREACHED OR DISTRIBUTED. IN THE SCRIPTURES,

THERE ARE VARIOUS ynumnzi OF SATAN TO THE MIN=
ISTRY OF THE WORD. ELATE PARABLE 0
THE PARABLE OF THE MARK I, <

As A CHRISTIAN; HAS ER_OCCURRED

0 YO »
FOR THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD OF Gob. IN A -4,
, THERE ARE MANY DISTRACTIONS TO =
6 OF THE RIBLE. FOR EXAMPLE, IN A \\,
GIVEN SERVICE AMMHQ LXCESSIVE MOVEMENT
IN AND OUT OF THE AUDITORIUM, LUR

OF EQUIPMENT, WHISPERING AND TALKING IN THE
CONGREGATION AR
HI

IN A CHURCH IS MORE IMPORTANF THAN THE
AND TEACHING OF THE YWor 0D

As
YOU SIT IN CHURCH FROM SUNDAY TO QUJ%Eé, WHESRER
%?Jﬁgﬁﬂﬂl FOR THE EFFECTIVE DISSEMINATION OF
oD S DYNAMIC WorD.

B. P P
L = Ny

4 THE PRESENCE OF THE DEFINITE ARTIgLE IN THE
ORIGINAL TEXT WOULD SUGGEST THAT PAUL HAD A
OF_MEN IN MIND, NOT JUST, EVIL

wREEINITE _GROUP
MEN IN GENERAL. THE TERMy UNREASONABLE"
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AT ofy ’%
USED THREE TIMES IN THE ﬂew TESTAMENT AND IN ONE
PLACE IN AcTs, THE WORD-“HARM” ¥S USED TO DESCRIBE
THE PEOPLE IN QUESTION, WHEREVER PAUL MINISTERED

THE WORD OF (GOD THERE WERE THOSE _WHO OPPOSED,
ACTIVELY OPPOSED HIS MINISTRY. FOR EXAMPLE; i%
-AGIE—EELPAUL WAS THROWN &urg PRISON, IN AcTs
AT CORINTH ND [N AcTs 19" AZ.ERHESUS RIOT OCCURRED
ECAUSE OF S_STRAIGHTFORWARD PREACHING,
N LI [IMOTHY: &4 PAUL SAYS OF A MAN NAMEDmALEXAN-
~DER, ALEXANDER THE COPPERSMITH DID ME MUCH EVIL:
THE LORD REWARD HIM ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS.” ONE
WOULD THINK IN LOCAL CHURCHES THAT THE PRIMARY
REASON OF THE GATHERING OF CHRISTIANS BE FOR THE

STUDE OF THE WORD OF GOD AND THE ADVANCEME
THE GOSPEL HIS IS NOT ALWAYS THE CASE.

UUI U T

LHE_EQRWARD PROGRESS. OF. THE1ORD.G
LONGED TO BE DELIVERED FROM THE GLHICHES AND

GRASP OF SUCH PEOPLE. HE RﬁCOGMIZED THE FACT THAT
"PRAYER IS THE ANSWER TO | 0]

Quﬂhﬁ#‘ :: ON

IT. A CHARGE CONCERNING WORK - v, £-15

HOTICE PAUL'S USAGE OF THE WORD *
HE UNDERLYING IDEA IS THAT OF 1
LOAEING. SOME OF THE CHRISTIANS AT HESSALONICA

HAD MISUNDERSTOOD THE DOCTRINE OF THE SECOND

COMING. SINCE THE COMING OF THE LORD IS
THEY HAD GIVEN UP THEIR JQBS AND WERE w
E. HE WORD

DISORDERLY IN VEBSE 0 ALSO SUGGESTS THE IDEA OF
THIS IS THE SAME IDEA OF
USED TO DO WHEN THEY WOULD PLAY
,H,Q,QJSEY_OR PSCHOOL . 1T SUGGESTS A
NED OR tAZY=APPROACH-TO LIFE.. PAUL ENCOURAGED

THER CHRISTIANS T0 STA AWAY FROM A PROFESSING
CHRI wyo IS A MEMBER OF WHAT WE MIGHT CALL,
HEG;EQQEQ INTERNATIONAL ORDER OF FREELOADERS,”
AUL EXAMPLE OF WORKING WITH HIS HANDS TO

FURTHER THE WORK OF CHRIST WAS HELD up BEFORE
THESE_BELIEVERST JESUS—LHR ER.(

MAN THEY WERE ALL TASK
»~ WHEN GOD CALLED THEM, WITHIN THIS PASSAGE, PAUL

LAID DOWN SOME PRINCIPLES CONCERNING WORK, THE
PRINCIPLE IS SIMPLY STATED IN 0: “1r ANYY.D
WOULD NOT WORK, NEITHER SHQULD HE EAT.” PLEASE —=
NOTICE THE WORD "WOMID”. PAUL IS NOT TALKING

Na)
(EC"J ‘,.1“ / /
A

E——
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ABOUT THE DISABLED, CHILDREN, WIDOWS, ETC. HE
WAS TALKING ABOYFwPEQPLE WHO .SHOULD WORK AND s6QULD
™ =BULWouLDN-T! Jue JEWS BELIEVED IN THE -DLGNIEY
wPDEHONEST. . WORK, 'WEGARDLESS OF THE KIND OF LABOR

A MAN MIGHT DO, EVEN IF HE_NA&_A_&QHQL?R; HE
-N5sDiEEigEfgﬁgiﬁgE_BENEﬁtlﬁ_Qﬁ_mnax HERE IS AN
OLD THAT "A MAN WHO DOES NRT TEACH

HIS SON A TRADE TEACHES HIM TO-STEAl . S A MAT-
TER OF FACT, RABBIS WERE TAUGHT .IRADES. PAUL wAs

. THE JEWS WERE CONCERNED THAT ACADEMIC
SCHOLARS DID NOT FORGET _WHAT IT MEANS TO WORK

WITH ONE'S~QUNHANDS. I AM WEARY OF CERTAIN PEOPLE
WHO MAKE FUN OF WHAT I§ COMMONLY CALLED "THE
| FIND THAT VERY SAD

SPIRALING ESCALATION OF
COSTS IN AMERICA.

éiih ON_THE CONTRARY, THE THRISTIAN OWES THE WORLD
&i::; THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL. THE CHRISTIAN IS NOT
\

TO EXPECT THE GQVERNMENI OR THEmGHURCH TO PROVIDE
HIM A LIVELIHOOD IF HE IS ABLE TO WORK. NOWHERE
IN THE BIBLE ARE WE TAUGHT THAT THE CHURCH IS
» OBLIGATED TO HELP THE M
_HIMSELE. ACCORDING TO THIS PASSAGE, THE MAN WHO
NQEENGAGE TN HONEBT LABOR IS APT TO BECOME %ﬂ

YBODY IS A PERSON
E_DOES NOT HAVE SIGNIF-

F HIS OWN, SO HE MEDDLES IN THE
AEFAIRS OF OTHER PEOPLE, IHIS MAY INVOLVE

ENGAGING IN IDLE.GOSSIP AND FR;:IERINETANAX TIME
~MEDDLING IN OTHER PEOPLE S BUSINESS. [HE PERSON

WHO IS ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN HONEST WHOLESOME TOIL
WILL NOT HAVE TEME T OF

OIHER PEQOPIE, ! PEQPLE DO _AND SAY I
NG - g ! U

Y)HI-N-CONSTRUCTIVE WORK, cHugHH
THE GENUINENESS OF THE APPEAL 0

AT THE SUGGESTION OF WORE MANY
s!) IN THIS PAsSAGE, Pau
MURCH TO NOTE PEOPLE WHO WOULD
'NOT ENGAGE IN GAINFUL EMPLOYMENT AND HAVE NO
WITH THEM UNTIL TH Y CORRECTED THE
ERROR OF THEIR WAYS. VERSE ! SyGGESTS THAT V/
«~ THERE SHOULD BE A CERTAIN "SHAME" TO THOSE IDLE ?5
LOAFERS WHO FEEL NO RESPONSIBILITY TO PROVIDE FOR—
THEIR FAMILIES AND TO MAINTAIN PROPER EMPLOYMENT.
DO NOT THINK PAUL WAS LOOKING FORWARD INTO THE
%./ééFUTURE TO SEE ALL OF THE TECHNICAL AND DIFFICULT

L g
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ELATIONSHIPS EXISTING BETWEEN CAPITAL AND LABOR.
OWEVER, HE DID SET DOWN SOME VERY SIMPLE PRINCI-
PLES BY WHICH THE CHURCH COULD AND ?HOULD OPER-

ATE IN THIS MATTER OF EMPLOYMENT. F EVERY
CHRISTIAN IN AMERICA TOOK THIS PORTION OF

SCRIPTURE SERIOUSLY, A LARGE MEASURE OF THE WELFARE
PROBLEM WOULD BE RESOLVED.,

[T, A CHARGE IN CIOSING - v. 16-18

IN THIS PARTICULAR PASSAGE, PAUL MENTIONS TWO
GRﬁégsgngRANAL WORDS IN THE BIBLE:

<§E§;§§AND UR COUNTRY IS UNDERGOING A
GREAT CHANGE IN WHICH THE QUEST FORﬂﬂégﬁgﬂﬂL
REACE AND TRANQUILITY IS GREAT. SENSIBLE PEOPLE
ARE FLOCKING TO AN TO FIND

CC ENTS IN AMERICA
RE AT AN ALL TIME R HETHER IT BE

GH
hERMER RHARD'S PROGRAM CALLED FST OR THE FOLLOWERS
MoON, PEOPLE ARE LOOKING FOR SOME KIND

Jiﬂﬁi-iiiﬂﬂﬂéhﬁ%%- PAUL CONCLUDED THIS LETTER
BY REMINDING HI RERS THAT PEACE IS AVAILABLE

TO THE BELIEVER BY VIRTUE OF HIS RELATIONSHIP
T0 JESUs CHRIST. HOWEVER, THE ONLY WAY A MAN CAN
AVE PEAC% IN HIS HEART IS
RIST. [HE (GOD OF PEACE g %§LE TO OVIDE

(JoHN 1R:3 E SECOND TERM,
GRACE IS OUT OF THE USUAL ORDER. THE GRACE OF
(oD 1S ABLE TO SAVE AS WELL AS SUSTAIN THE
CHRISTIAN, ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL RIBLE PRINCIPLES
IS THATNIT IS GRACE AND aegmess.IBY WHICH MEN
COME TO KNOW THE PEACE OF GOD. IT IS A FITTING
CONCLUSION-TO A LETTER IN WHICH THE JHESSALONIANS
WERE TROUBLED\QCD PERSECUTED IN A HOSTILE WORLD.

CL“‘*-’ 1;;s1<.~1azy
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SEVERAL YEARS AGO A PASTOR WAS TALKING WITH A YOUNG
THEOLOGICAL STUDENT WHO HAD RECENTLY BEEN GRADUATED
FROM SEMJNARY. THE YOUNG THEOLOGIAN SAID TO THE
PASTOR, T KNOW WHAT TO DO. I HAVE BEEN
CALLED TO PASTOR A CHURCH IN THE MIDWEST BUT IT IS
ONE OF THOSE CONGREGATIONS THAT BELIEVES THE BIBLE.,
1_NO LONGER BELIEVE THE BIBLE AND HAVE RESERVATIONS
“ABOUT WORKING WITH THIS KIND OF CONGREGATION," THE
PASTOR REPLIED THAT HE COULD TELL THE YOUNG MAN WHAT
TO DO, HE SAJD WITH DEEP CONVICTION, " L-WOUED-QUET
THE=MINESTRY ! ")) FOR MANY YEARS NOW, THE THEOLOGICAL
LIBERALS HAVE BEEN TRYING TO SAVE_THE _SHIP OF
CHRISTIANITY,_BY THROWING CARGO OVERBOARD. WITH GREAT
ENTHUSIASM, THEY HAVE BEEN TOSSING AWAY THE GREAT
DOCTRINES OF THE BIBLE, NAMELY, INSPIRATION OF
SCRIPTURE, VIRGIN BIRTH OF CHRIST, THE BODILY

RESURRECTION,

SEA_WITH AN EMPTY SHIP, ATEHWORD OF MANY
THEOLOGIANS 1S THE WORD C'DENIAL.Y THE PLACE TO
LOOK FOR MEN WHO NO LONGER BELTEVE THE BIBLE IS

 LNOT_ON._SKID_ROW BUT IN
WHERE, UNDER THE PRETENSE OF RELIGIOUS CONVICTI
THEY STEADFASTLY DENY THE WORD OF GOD. ORURGESN
WREGHE OF SUCH MEN, "JUDAS BETRAYED HIS MASTER WITH
A KISS. THAT IS HOW APOSTATES DO IT, IT IS ALWAYS
WITH A KISS, DID YOU EVER READ AN INFIDEL BOOK IN
YOUR LIFE_WHICH DID NOT BEGIN WITH PROFOUND RESPECT
FOR TRUTH? 1 NEVER DID. EVEN MODERN ONES, WHEN
BISHOPS WRITE THEM, ALWAYS BEGIN W]JTH THAT, THE Y,—d
ETRAY THE SON OF GOD WITH A KISS, THE BIBLE WORD
SITUATION THUS DESCRIBED IS THE WORD
' (2223;222) THE WORD APOSTASY MEANS TO "STAND AWAY
FROM, IT REFERS TO SOMEONE WHO HAS PROFESSED TO
| BELIEVE THE BIBLE BUT HAS MOVED AWAY FROM THE GREAT
TRUTHS OF THE FAITH. IT REFERS TO THOSE WHO HAVE
REEECTED FROM TRUE FAITH OF THE BIBLE, OR
FROM BIBLICAL DOCTRINE. APOSTASY CANNOT HAPPEN TO A
GENUINE BELIEVER, BUT RATHER IT IS CHARACTERISTIC OF
THOSE WHO PROFESSED A LOVE FOR THE TRUTH BUT ARE, IN
| FACT, NOT BORN AGAIN., IT SPEAKS OF THOSE WHO READILY
- AgANDON OR REBEL AGAINST GODS WORD. _AFTIER._IHE
| ' RAP

WILL BE COMPLETE. THERE IS WIDESPR Y
TH HOUT THE WORLD TODAY BUT IT WILL REACH ITS
| GOMPLETEON SHORTLY AFTER THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH

WHEN PEOPLE WILL ABANDON ALL PRETENSE OF ALLEGIANCE
TO CHRIST. THE ELEMENTS OF SUCH A MOVEMENT ARE IN

\ A




THE FALLING AWAY 2

SOCIETY TODAY BUT A GREAT FINAL WORLDWIDE AEQS;ASX
@ IS YET FUTURE. IT WILL CULMINATE IN THE-D.EILI.L_S
NAMELY} A GREAT 18 '7"-:nnm- ﬁq“ 4.8 1
HIS CONTROL. A COUNTERFEIT CHRISTIANITY WHERE THE
DOCTRINE IS LAWLESSNESS.

PAUL REMINDED THE THESSALONIANS WHO WERE BEING

SHAKEN AND TROUBLED CONCERNING THEIR FAITH THAT AFTER
THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH MENTIONED IN VERS TWO
SIGNIFICANT MUST AKE PLACE ON EARTH: THE
APOSTASY AND THE REVELATION OF THE ANTI-CHRIST.
ULTIMAI;LI Hi LL DESTROY THE GREAT A OSTASY CHURCH
(REV. :16-17) THIS CHURCH IN REvV. 1S CALLED

A HARLOT BECAUSE IT IS AN APOSTATE ORGANIZATION THAT
HAS FORSAKEN ITS ORIG}HAL PURPOSE, IT WILL BE DESTROYEL
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE /0TH WEEK OF DANIEL,

A WORD SHOULD BE SAID ABOUT A neaueqa—+u¢saaR£§AILQN
OF THE PHRASE ~A=BAGCLINGAWAYSEIRST IN VERSE

ONE POPULAR INTERPRETATION IS THAT A TRANSLATION OF
THIS PHRASE IS "A CATCHING AWAY" BEFORE THE DAY OF THE
LORD MENTIONED IN VERSE 2 -(PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF

) TRANSLATION FROM DAY OF CHRIST TO DAY OF THE LORD.)
MY REASON FOR NOT ACCEPTING E.S. ENGLISH'S INTERPRETA~
TION, EVEN THOUGH IT DOES HAVE A GREAT DEAL OF
INTEREST, IS THAT IT IS.A.EQRCED INTFRPRETATION. THE
BASIC IDEA OF APOSTASY IS TO "FORSAKE,  IT IS USED
MOST IN THE NEW TESTAMENT OF A DEPARTURE FROM DOCTRINE,

THE BIBLE TEACHES THE FOLLOWING IDEAS ABOUT THE
SUBJECT OF APOSTASY:

[. APQSTASY IS CHARACTERIZFD BY A DEPARTURE FROM
[t FALIH - 1 TIMOTHY &4:1-3

THESE VERSES ARE A CLEAR WARNING TO THE LORD'S PEOPLE,
THE WARNING ORIGINATES WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD., GOD
SPEAKS TO MEN WARNING THEM WITH CLARLLY THAT IN THE
LATTER TIMES, SOME SHALL STAND AWAY FROM THE FAITH.
IN THE END OF THE AGE, SOME PEOPLE WILL “STAND AWAY
FROM AN_ORIGINAL-POSITION” WITH REFERENCE TO CHRISTIAN
FAITH, THE FACT THAT THEY DEPARTED IS INDICATIVE THAT
THEY WERE NOT IN THE FAITH, IT IS ONE THING TO PROEESS
(MFAITH IN CHRIST, IT IS ANOTHER THING TO POSSESS ™I,
NE_ IS NOT.

~-APOSTASY- 1S I NEVITABLE., IF MEN DO NOT
ACCEPT THE CLEAR TEACHING OF GOD,S WORD THEY WILL BE
DELUDED INTO ACCEPTING THE DEVIL'S LIE., WHEN MEN

N
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ABANDON THE WORD OF GOD, THEY OPEN THEMSELVES UP TO
@»ALL KINDS OF CULTS AND ISMS. WE ARE SEEING A RE-
'SURGENCE OF SPIRITISM AND THE OCCULT IN AMERICA, MEN
WHO DENY GOD'S CLEAR TEACHING IN THE WORD ARE STANDING
ON DANGEROUS GROUND. THERE IS WIDESPREAD DEPARTURE
FROM THE FAITH TODAY. .E_AM_uIIERLx_AMAZED_IHKLJﬂEElﬁ
LCOULD SIT IN BE TAUGHT
BY TEACHERS WHO DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE BIBLE IS THE
. THEY REMIND ME OF A MINISTER WHO WAS IN
6@? BOOK SHoé'WHEN A WOMAN CAME IN TO BUY A BOOK,
HEN ASKED WHAT KIND OF BOOK SHE WANTED SHE REPLIED,
QH, JUST.ANYTHING.” SO THE ASSISTANT HANDED HER A
WORTHLESS §TORY BOOK. SHE RAPIDLY GLANCED THROUGH IT
AND SAID, "I'LL TAKE IT." A HALF-HOUR LATER, THE
MINISTER WAS IN THE MEAT MARKET WHEN THE SAME WOMAN
CAME IN DEMANDING STEAK., SHE SCORNFULLY REEUSED THE
FIRST AND -SECOND. CUT THAT WAS OFFERED, INSISTING
LOUDLY UPON "THE BEST THAT YOU HAVE.  WHEN SHE FINALLY
RECEIVED THE $TEAK AND PATD FOR IT SHE ANNOUNCED FOR
ALL TO HEAR, ~I-M-PARTICULAR ABOUT WHAT I EAT.  ALL
TOO OFTEN, MANY PEOPLE WHO ARE PART-ICULAR-ABOUT-WHAT
THEY FEED THEIR BODIES ARE NOT AT ALL_PARTICULAR WHAT
»JHEIR_EARS HEAR WHEN THEY COME TO THE HOUSE OF GOD,
JUSToANYTHING - Wiet=DO, THIS IS THE WAY APOSTASY
SETS IN. OFTEN, THE REASON FOR DEPARTING FROM THE
FAITH IS BECAUSE OF ITS RESTRAINING AUIEORITY IN THE
LIFE, THE STAGE IS BEING SET FOR THE "LAWLESS ONE,
IS CHARACTERISTIC OF THIS AGE., THE
CHRISTIAN;HOKEVER S BOUND BY SOME AUTHORITY AND

STANDARDS,  (IN 1872, A MAGAZINE CARRIED AN ARTICLE

BY THE LATE J. EDGAR HOOVER, IN WHICH HE TOLD OF SOME
OF THE INELUENCES UPON HIS EARLY LIFE WHICH MADE HIM
THE_KIND OF MAN HE BECAME, HE MENTIONED A PRESBYTERIAN
PASTOR WHO WORKED WITH YOUNG PEOPLE OF WHOM HOOVER WAS
ONE. HE SPOKE OF AFTERNOON VISITS OF THE PASTOR AT
THE .BALL_PARK, WHO WHEN THE TEAMS WERE SHORTHANDED
WOULD HAVE HIM PLAY. WHEN THERE WERE ENOUGH PLAYERS
HE WOULD UMRIRE. THERE WAS ~NOTHING..SLIP-SHOD IN HIS
DECISIONS: HOOVER SAYS, “WHEN=HE-WAS=QN-THE DTAMOND,
YOU-PEAYED BY-THE~RULES, YOU PLAYED FAIR, AND YOU CAME
AWAY WITH A CODE OF GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP,” AS HE LOOKED
BACK ON HIS EARLY LIFE, HE SAID THERE WAS THE BEGIN-
NING OF SOME BASIC Eﬂluglg%ggxuliDLiifﬁ, NAMELY,

@»THAT ALL WHO PLAYED IN TH ND LOT GAME LEARNED TO

RESREC F=THE AUTHORITY--OF=THE UMRIRE, THE WORD OF GOD
IS OUR AUTHORITY AND WE EITHER PLAY BY GOD'S RULES OR
WE WIND UP JUNKING THE FAITH,

A
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e II. APOSTASY IS CHARACTERIZED BY A DISPOSITION
JOWARD FABLES - 11 TIMOTHY 4:1-4

THE APOSTATE,IS NOT INTERESTED IN HEARING THE "HEALTH-
EACHING” OF THE WORD OF GOD, w-_'n |
f%ﬂﬁétlﬂﬂ:ﬁEE, HE PREFERS TO HEAR SOMETHING ELSE, |
HOWEVER, NO CHURCH IS HEALTHY.WHERE THE WORD OF GOD
IS NOT DISPENSED REGULARLY, LUSTRATE THE ATTITUDE
OF APOSTATES WITH.HQB§RI_EBEEMAN AND HIS EXPERIENCE
AT SOUTHERN SEMINARY.) THE APOSTATE ACCUMULATES AN
ABUNDANCE OF TEACHERS WHO PAY ATTENTION ONLY TO WHAT
HE WANTS TO HEAR., IF A MAN WANTS ENTERTAINMENI, FALSE
TEACHERS WILL MAKE SURE IT IS IN ABUNDANCE., HOWEVER,
IN VERSE 4, THE APOSTA URNS AWAY FROM THE TRUTH
TO FABLES. THE WORD %%gﬁﬁgzls A _NARRATIVE OR FIC-
TIQUS TALE, THE INVE . (ILLUSTRATION
OF THE COMMENCMENT SERVICE AT CLAYPOOL HIGH SCHOOL
IN WHICH THE SPEAKER TOOK 20 OR 25 MINUTES TO TALK
ABOUT A LITTLE TRAIN WITH ITS ENGINE AND CABOOSE, IF
MEN DO NOT HEAR GOD'S WORD, THEY WILL BE TURNED TO
~SILLY TALES. MEN NEED TO BE WARNED ABOUT THE DANGER
f™ OF PLAYING FAST AND LOOSE WITH GOD'S WORD, OUR
COUNTRY NEEDS TO TAKE HEED TO THESE SCRIPTURAL WARNINGS
AS THE SHADOWSOF APOSTASY DEEPEN ACROSS OYR LAND,
IT IS POSSIBLE TODAY TO ATTEND ON THE LORD'S DAY
A CHURCH WHERE THE BIBLE IS PREACHED BUT THEY ARE
FEWER AND FEWER., BIBLE-BELIEVING CHRISTIANS ARE
INDEED A MINORITY IN AMERICA TODAY!

THE BOOK OF AMOS IS WELL-KNOWN FOR ITS ABUNDANCE OF
EVANGELISTIC TEXTS. AMOS WARNED ]SRAEL ABOUT THEIR
LOOSE AITITUDE TOWARD GOD. AMOS 8;11 - THERE IS A
TARTLING WARNING TO THE NATION, (ILLUSTRATION OF
ACK KADEY'S FRIEND WHO TRAVELED FOR THE -GQVERNMENT,
AS A HARVARD GRADUAIE, AND VERY MUCH INTERESTED IN
EXPOSITORY PREACHING AND TEACHING, HIS OBSERVATION
CONCERNING THE GREAT DECLINE IN AMERICA. THE EMPHASIS
IS ON ADMINISTRATION AND ORGANIZATION AND LESS AND
LESS_UPON--SATURATION-WITH.THE _WORD OF GOD., OUR
COUNTRY NOW SEES A™GENERATEON THAT KNOWS LITTLE OR
NOTHING ABOUT GOD S WORD. EVEN THOSE WHO PROFESS TO
BELIEVE IT ARE ABANDONING THE WORD OF GOD RAPIDLY,

) NOT ONLY DO WE SEE THE ABANDONMENT OF DOCTRINE, THERE
IS AND ABANDONMENT OF M%RiLE WHJCH CHARACTERIZES
APOSTASY, (11 TIMOTHY 3:1- BUT YOU MUST REALIZE
THAT IN THE LAST DAYS THE TIMES WILL BE FULL OF DANGER,
MEN WILL BECOME UTTERLY SELF-CENTERED, GREEDY FOR
MONEY, FULL OF BIG WORDS., THEY WILL BE PROUD AND

k. 4
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ON FEBRUARY 5, 1962, JEAN DIXON WAS GAZING OUTAHER
BEDROOM WINDOW TOWARD THE EAST. AS SHE DID SO,
ACCORDING TO HER TESTIMONY, SHE SAW QUEEN NEFERTITI
AND A PHARAOH STEP OUT OF THE RAYS OF THE SUN. 1IN HER
VISION SHE SAW A BABY IN THE ARMS OF THE QUEEN., ON
ONE SIDE, JEAN DIXON CAUGHT A GLIMPSE OF_A PYRAMID.,
THE PHARAOH AND THE QUEEN CAME TOWARD HER AND THRUST
THE BABY FORWARD INDICATING THAT HE WAS BEING OFFERED
TO THE WHOLE WORLD:, FROM THIS BABY CAME FORTH_BRIGHT

IGHT. THE PHARAOH AND THE QUEEN THEN DEPARTED
AND, AS THE QUEEN PAUSED FOR A DRINK OF WATER, SHE WAS
STABBED IN THE BACK WITH A KNIFE., WHEN MISS DIXON'S
ATTENTION SHIFTED BACK TO THE BABY, HE_HAD ALREADY
ATTAINED MANHOOD, A SMALL CROSS MATERIALIZED ABOVE

D KEPT GROWING LARGER, PEOPLE FROM ALL

NATIONS, RACES AND COLORS CAME TO WORSHIP. HIM, “TREY
WERE ALL ONE. CONTINUATION OF ANOTHER VISION INDICAJED
TO HER_THROUGH THIS CHILD ORN _IN THE MIDDLE EAST
ABOUT THIS ONE BORN OF
HUMBLE PEASANT ORIGIN WOULD RISE 70 BECOME -A.WORED

€EADER, BEGINNING TO RECEIVE HIS POWER § Tde 1980's
AND HE WOULD CONTINUE TO GROWN UNTIL 19 5, AT WHICH
TIME THE WORLD WOULD BE AL_PEACE., HE WOULD SOLVE
THE PROBLEM OF WAR,

I PUT_NO FAITH IN THIS KIND OF PSYCHIC PHENOMENON,
I MENTION IT SIMPLY AS A BASIS TO REMIND YOU THAT,
EVEN IN _THE WORLD OUTSIDE THE BIBLE PREACHING CHURCHES
OF AMERICA, THERE IS A FEELING THAT THERE WILL RISE TO
POWER_A._SUPER=MAN TO DELIVER THE WORLD FROM ALL OF ITS
PROBLEMS, THE BIBLE DOES TEACH THAT THE STAGE OF
HUMAN HISTORY IS BEING SET FOR THE MOST.AMAZING PERS
EVER TO SET FOOT ON EARTH WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST. HE WILL BE EV
SPECTACULAR AND SUPERNATURAL IN HIS METHODS. ~THE
WORLD WILL SI%NR é§ AWE AND THEN IN Eldsk-WORSH]P OF
HIM., (Rev., 13:1- THIS PERSON WILL BE SATAN'S MAN,
HE WILL PUT ALL OF THE CHARAGTERISTICS WHICH MEN
ADMIRE MOST INTO ONE_IMPRESSIVE, INTELLIGENT, CLEVER,
ICA OUTSTANDING._QRAIOR - _EVERYTHING.THE
WORLD OF MEN HAD DESIRED IN A HUMAN BEING WILL BE
LATENT IN THIS END TIME PERSON., JESUS-PREDICIED THE
COMING OF SUCH A PERSON, "I AM COME IN MY FATHER'S NAME
AND YE RECEIVED ME NOT: IF ANOIH%ﬁ SHAgL COME IN HIS
OWN NAME, HIM YE WILL RECEIVE, OH 45)  THERE ARE
EIGHT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT WHICH REFER

TO THIS PERSON, E WILL BE THE WONDER OF THE WORLD,

e T
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HEAD AND SHOULDERS ABOVE ANYONE ELSE AROUND, YET
BENEATH THIS APPEALING EXTERIOR WILL BE THE NATURE OF
£LhuLD_B£ASI WHO KNOWS NO_LAW BUT THAT OF HIS OWN
SELFISH, DRIVING AMBITION:. HE WILL BE THE MAN OF THE
WORLD, ALL THAT MEN DESIRE IN A HUMAN BEING, THE
PERSONIEICATION OF HERQ WORSHIP - THE DEVMILS MAN!
ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF DANIEL, HE WILL ARISE OUT

OF T“?wg%%§5%¥f§5%%év¥%fﬂ%%é9§f IN THE MIDST OF SQCIAL
CHAQS ATFORM FOR HIS RISE TO
WORLD POWER. AS_THE KINGDOM_OF GOD DRAWS NEAR_IN HUMAN
HISTORY, SATAN WILL MAKE ONE LAST DESPERATE ATTEMPT_TIOQ
ESTABLISH HIS COUNTERFEIT KINGDOM WHICH WILL FIND _ITS.
HEADSHIP IN THE EMBODIMENT.OF. .A.MAN.-WHO..IS.THE GREAL
REPRESENTATION OF FALLEN HUMANLTY., NAMELY. A _FALSE
CHRIST.

I ' - VERSE 3
THE PHRASE "MAN_OF=SIN" LITERALLY MEANS THE MAN QF
LAWIESSNESS, THE WORD SIN IS THE WORD "ANOMIAS.
THE_CHIEF CHARACTERISTIC OF THE ANTI-CHRIST WILL BE
THAT OF _LAWLESSNESS, WALVOORD SAYS, "JUST AS WE
REFER TO CHRIST AS THE 'MAN OF SORROWS' BECAUSE HE

~ WAS A MAN WHO HAD ENDURED MUCH SORROW, SO THIS PERSON

IS A MAN OF SIN., _HIS VERY LIFE IS

CHARACTERIZED BY
BLASPHEMOUS SIN AGAINST GOD, 48T IN HISTORY, THE
SPI OF LAWLESSNESS WHICH IS CHARACTERIZED THOSE
IN OPPOSITION TO GOD WILL FIND ITS EXPRESSION IN A
MAN WHO WILL BE INTOLERANT OF ALL RESTRAINT EXCEPT

THAT WHICH COINCIDES WITH HIS OWN SINFUL SELFISH
INTERESTS, THIS MAN WILL BEGIN HIS CAREER AS_A_HIGH-

HANDED TYRANT OBLIVIOUS TO THE NEEDS AND INTERESTS

OF ANYONE EXCEPT HIMSELF., WE ARE SEEING IN OUR
GENERATION, _THE _BEGINNING OF A SPIRIT OF LAWLESSNESS
WHICH WILL COME INTO gu;L_nE%gm AFTER THE RAPTURE OF
THE CHURCH. THEN SATAN S LAWLESS SYSTEM WILL SWEEP
THE WORLD., _AT NO-TIME_IN OUR HISTORY HAYE_SO_MANY

 ..LAWBREAKERS. GONE._UNPUNISHED,._ MANY,

AMERICA ARE COMMITTED WITH NQ THOUGHT OF INVESTIGATION,
LET ALO R _TRIAL_FOR._THE CRIMES. THIS
'ATMOSPHERE IS THE BREEDING GROUND FOR A KIND OF LAW-
LESSNESS WHICH EVENTUALLY WILL BECOME UNCONTROLLABL
WHEN GOVERNMENT GIVES UP ITS GOD-GIVEN FUNCTION OF
PUNISHING EVIL DOERS AND REWARDING THE GOOD, THE

¢ PICTURE IS NOT VERY BRIGHT FROM THE BIBLE SIDE FOR

\

THERE LS.NO INDICATION THAT THtS LAWLESSNESS, WHICH
WILL FIND ITS FRUITION IN THE LAWLESS ONE_WILl RE

+ THE ONLY HOPE FOR THE SPIRIT OF LAWLESSNESS
IS PERSONAL FAéaH IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. IN THE
DEGADE OF Eyz S, CRIME INCREAi D AT A PERCENTAGE
RATE OF 122% AS COMPARED TO AN 117 INCREASE IN

.

|
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POPULATION. THIS LAWLESSNESS MANIFESTS ITSELF
() SPECIFICALLY IN,THE FOLLONING MANNER. _ippgAMERieA,
A_MURDER_EVERY 3 MINUTES,. A..RABE. EVERY MINUTES,

O MINUTES, A RGBEERY EVERY

ﬁﬁﬁBAMAIED_@ \SSAULT EVERY

MINUTES, ,_3galnus_gaum5§ EVERY MINUTE OF EVERY

gAY. EVERY 56 iECONDSnﬁé-LABﬁENX EVERY
1 seconDs,_A_BURGLARY EVERY 1b SECO THE ANTI-

| CHRIST WILL CAPITALIZE ON THE SPIRIT OF THIS AGE.

| THE ANTI-CHRIST 1S ALSO CALLED THE 'SON=OFR=PERDITION.’2)
SOME HAVE THOUGHT THIS PHRASE REFERS TO THE IDEA THAT
JUDAS ISCARIOT WILL BE THE ANTI- CHBIST BECAUSE THE
SAME PHRASE IS ASCRIBED TO BOTH. WHILE | WAS WITH
THEM IN THE WORLD, I KEPT THEM IN THY NAME; THOSE THAT
THOU GAVEST ME I HAVE KEPT, AND NONE OF THEM IS LOST,
BUT THE SON OF PERDITIQN; THAT THE SCRIPTURE MIGHT BE
FULFILLED." (Jo : THE FACT THAT THE SAME TERM
IS USED FOR THE ANTI-CHRIST AND JUDAS ISCARIAT, PUTS
THEM IN THE SAME=GATEGORY BUT DOES NOT NECESSARILY
MAKE THEM THE SAME&RERSON. BOTH OF THESE PERSONS
WILL GO TO THEIR OWN PLACE QF DOOM. THE ANTI-CHRIST
IS ALSO CALLED THE "Wrewkep=ONESIN VERSE 3. HE WILL
BE THE VERY INCARNATION OF HUMAN PRICE, ARROGANCE,

™ REBELLION AND AMBITION., WICKEDNESS WILL BE PART AND
PARCEL OF HIS NATURE.

[1. THE ACTIVITY OF THE MAN OF SIN IN THE RELIGIQUS
W - VERSE 4, Y

THE ANTI-CHRIST WILL PUBLICLY SET HIMSELF
AND PROCLAIM HIMSELF A DIVINE BEING. HE WILL BACK UP
THIS PRONQUNCEMENT WITH SUPERNATURAL.POWERS MENTIONED
. IN VERSE 9, THIS ONE IS AN ADVERSARY OF THE GOD OF
THE BIBLE AND HISTORY. HE WILL DECLARE HIMSELF TO BE
. THE ONLY GOD WHOM MEN SHOULD WORSHIP, THIS CORRES-
PONDS TO THE PICTURE IN.BEM;.l%. THE FACT THAT HE
POSSESSES SUPERNATURAL POWERS WILL GONVINCE.SQME THAT
HE IS A DIETY: JHE ABH:-ITY TO DO _SUPERNATURAL THINGS
. THE FALSE PROPHET, ACCORDING TO
REV, HAS POWER TO CALL FIRE DowN FROM HEAVEN!
VERSE lﬂ SAYS THAT THRU THIS POWER, "AND DECEIVETH
THEM THAT SWELL ON THE EARTH, BY THE MEANS OF THOSE
MIRACLES WHICH HE HAD POWER TO DO IN THE SIGHT OF THE
BEAST;.v++  THE MAGICIANS«QF-EG¥RT COULD DUPLICATE
™ THE TURNING OF A ROD INTO A SERPENT. THE A ID TEST
WAi §§ AARONS ROD SWALLOWED_UP THE%R roDps! (Exopus
/: I SRAEL WASWARNEDIN DEUT. THAT THEY
WERE NOT TO BELIEVE THE THEIR
PREDLCT.LONS.CAME-TO-PASS, THE TEST WAS THE WORD OF (OC
NOT THE ABILITY TO DO THINGS. ALL OF THIS IS PART OF

A
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geTAN's PLAN AND DESIRE AS INDICATED IN IsA1AH 14:13-14
@ "FOR THOY HAST SAID IN THINE HEART, [ WILL ASCEND INTO
EAVEN, | WILL EXALT MY THRONE ABOVE THE STARS OF (OD:
WILL SIT ALSO UPON THE MOUNT OF THE CONGREGATION, IN
THE SIDES OF THE NORTH: I WILL ASCEND ABOVE THE .
HEIGHTS OF THE CLOUDS; [ WILL BE LIKE THE MOST HIGH.

I11, IHE_MXS%E§X_QE,IN1QUlII_AND_IHE_DlMlNE_RESIBAlNI
VERSES b-

THE MYSTERY OF LAWLESSNESS WAS ALREADY IN“PROGRESS
IN THE TIME OF THE THESSALONIANS, LAWLESSNESS WAS
ALREADY IN OPERATION, THE.SIREAM HAD ALREADY STARTED
WHICH WOULD EVENTUALLY TERMINATE AT THE QGEAMN.OE._UN-
BOUNDED. LAWLESSNESS, THERE ARE MANY MYSTERIES MENT IONED
IN THE BIBLE. THE WORD MXSIERY DOES NOT REFER TO SOME-
THING WHICH CANNOT BE KNOWN BUT RATHER TO A TRUTH WHICH
HERETOFORE HAS BEEN UNREVEALED, TO THIS POINT IT HAS
NOT BEEN FULLY KNOWN, IHE LAWLESSNESS W _HAS_BEEN
GAINING MOMENTFUM-THROUGH~HUMAN. HISTORY WILL RESULT IN
A_KIND. OF .MASS. LAWLESSNESS AND INIQUITY WHEN THE ANTI-
1ST _COMES UPON THE SCENE. HE WILL RISE TO POWER
(™ ON THE WAVES OF THIS KIND QF MOVEMENT, ALL OF THIS IS
A WAY OF SPEAKING OF SATAN'S ATTEMPT TO RESIST GOD,
LAWLESSNESS IS SIMPLY THE RESULT OF DISOBEDIENCE EITHER
TO GOD OR MEN., GODLINESS AND LAWLESSNESS ARE MUTUALLY
EXCLUSIVE TERMS., 1IN THESE VERSES, PAUL GIVES US A
HINT OF WHY THE WORLD {AS NOT DISINTEGRATJED THROUGH
WICKEDNESS, THE WORD "WITHHOLDETH AND "LETTETH
ARE BOTH WORDS WHICH SUGGEST RESIRA+EI OR HQLDING-.BACK.,
THE PERSONAL PRONOUN "HE" IN VERSE / SUGGESTS THAT THIS
RESTRATNING INFLUENCE IN THE WORLD IS INDEED A PERSON,
THERE IS A RESTRAINING FORCE IN THE WORLD WHICH WILL
CONTINUE IN OPERATION UNTIL THE RESTRAINER IS REMOVED,
THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE DIVINE RESTRAINER IS
THE HOLY. SPIRLT AND HE WILL BE TAKEN AWAY AT THE
RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH. AFTER THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH
THE LAWLESS NATURE OF THE ANTI-CHRIST WILL BE REVEALED
AND THERE WILL BE TO THWART HIS MOVEMENT., THIS
VERSE HAS A SIMILAR APPLICATION AS DID csuss;s.gxé IN
THE DAYS PRIOR TO THE FLOOD., &TL.WAS.THE_HOLY.SPIRLT
F_GOD_WHO WAS. RESTRAINING..SIN.IN THE DAYS OF NOAH.
OD PREDICTED THAT THIS WOULD NOT CONTINUE FOREVER,
#™ THE REMOVAL OF THE CHURCH FROM THE WORLD WILL SIGNAL
AN ERA‘HQE‘LANL,SSNESS‘QNEREQQQENJEDWINLHUMAN HI%%%RY.
I AM GLAD T WON'T HAVE TO BE HERE! THE ACTIVITIES OF
ﬁUCH LAWLESSNESS CAN BE READ IN CHAPTERS 6-19 oF
EVELATION, THIS WORLD WOULD NOT BE A PLEASANT PLACE
IF ALL THE CHRISTIANS WERE SUDDENLY TAKEN AWAY., THE

A\ A
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BIBLE TEACHES THAT BELIEVERS ARE THE SAL¥ OF THE EARTH

' WHICH IS PRESERVING THE WORLD FROM MQRAL_ROT AND

DECAY., 1 ALSO THINK THAT THE PRESENCE OF THE CHURCH

IN THE WORLD IS THE OMEN=REASGN GOD HAS NOT MOVED IN
JUDGMENT TO DEAL WITH THE SINS OF MANKIND., THE DAYS
OF NOAH AND SODOM AND GOMORRAH CANNOT COMPARE TO

OUR DAY. THE ONLY DIFFERENCE IS THAT MUCH OF OUR
SINFULNESS IS DONE BEHIND CLOSED DOORS AND IN PLUSH
SURROUNDINGS BUT THE SIN IS THERE NEVERTHELESS! WHEN
THE RESTRAINT IS TAKEN AWAY: ALL—HELL WILL BREAK LOOSE

ON THE EARTH, =% C-l— oyalayy 3T

IV. THE TRAGEDY OF BELIEVING SATAN'S LIE verses 10-12

THE DEVIL SEEKS TO DECEIVE MEN WITH LIES, THEuldE
HAS BEEN ONE OF HIS_EAMQRLIE_IQ%%ﬁ FROM THE DAWN OF
CIVILIZATIQN. HE DECEIVED EVE WITH A WELL-CHOSEN LIE.,
IN VERSE 10, SALVATION IS LINKED TO TRUTH. =MEN.CANNOT
BE.. SAVED..UNLESS~THEY-~HEAR~THE~TRUTH..OF .GOD" S~ WORD ,
THE ANTI-CHRIST WILL TELL THE WORLD A LIE AND LEAD
THEM AWAY FROM GOD, GOD WILL THEN SEND THE FULL FORCE
OF EVMILS-DELUSION UPON MANKIND SO THAT JBHEY.MILL PUT
JHEIR.FAITH IN. AN _UTTER FRAUD AND MEET THE FATE OF
ALL WHO PLAY WITH EVIL, THERE IS NO OTHER ANSWER FOR
THE NEED OF THE HUMAN HEART APART FROM THE GOSPEL OF
JESUS CHRIST AND HIS REDEEMING GRACE, sBMERYTHING.ELSE
,&a_a,ggg;;gxaaxzu;msll IF MEN CHOOSE TO. BELIEVE THE
HILOSOPHIES OF MEN RATHER THAN THE WORD OF GQD, THEY
WILL BE ETERNALLY LOST AND WITHOUT HOPE, MEN HAVE A

SOLEMN RESPONSIBILITY TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD AND TO
RESPOND--NOW,

I HAVE BEEN CONFUSED BY LISTENING TO THE WABBRGAEE
HEARINGS, I DO NOT KNOW WHO IS TELLING THE TRUTH
BECAUSE I HAVE NO STANDARD TO GO BY, GOD HAS GIVEN
US A.STANDARD..OE.COMPARISON, WE CAN KNOW WHAT IS TRUE
AND WHAT IS FALSE. UPON THE BASIS OF THAT STANDARD,
GOD REQUIRES ALL MEN TO DECIDE,




e §75/73™"

P I1 THESS., g:§-§8

THESFHEME OF BOTH THESSALONIAN LETTERS IS THE SECOND
COMING OF CHRIST. IN THIS BOOK, AS WELL AS OTHER
NEW TESTAMENT BOOKS, THE SECOND COMING IS SHOWN TO
BE _MORE_THAN AN _ABSTRACT DOCTRINE., IT IS NOT ENOUGH
TO KNOW THE TRUTH OF THE LORD S SECOND COMING AND
BELIEVE IT, BUT THE BELIEVER MUST PRACTICE CONSISTENT
CHRISTIAN LIVING IN THE LIGHT OF THIS DOCTRINE, IT
MUST BEJa_L+£E;cuAuﬁ*uﬁ_nnc§3§§ﬁ OR IT IS NOT REALLY
BELIEVED, (COMPARE | JOHN 3: SOME BELIEVERS AT
THESSALONICA WERE ABUSING THE DOCTRINE OF THE SECOND
COMING BY THE WAY THEY WERE LIVING, THEIR REFUSAL
TO WORK WAS WRONG AND PAUL REBUKED THEM FOR-IT. FOUR
TIMES IN THE CHAPTER PAUL USES THE WORD "COMMAND.
JHIS WORD WOULD BE BETTER UNDERSTQOD WITH THE WORD
CHARGE." IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST S SECOND COMING,
THE BELIEVER HAS

(1) A_DOUBIE-BARRELIED PRAYER REQUEST - vs. 1-2

iy
(NTHIS PAST WEEK, AFTER HAVING RETURNED FROM VACATION,

WE RECEIVED SOME VERY STARTLING AND HEART-BREAKING
NEWS, IT HAD TO DO WITH THE FAMILY OF TWO FORMER
CLASSMATES AND FRIENDS., RELATE THE STORY OF THE
EPISODE OF MR. EMORY AT L ING, OUR PHONE CALL TO
CAROL AND OUR OFFER TO HE% HER RESPONSE WAS CLEARLY
AND SPECIFICALLY, "BRAY 4s. I AM IMPRESSED

THIS THEOLOGICAL AND SPIRITUAL GIANT, ASKED A GRO
YOUNG, IMMATURE BELIEVERS TO PRAY FOR HIM, PAUL
RECOGNIZED THE WORTH OF PRAYER AND HIS OWN WEAKNESS IN
THE LORD S WORK, I DO NOT THINK THE AVERAGE CHURCH
ATTENDER REALIZES HOW MUCH WE ARE DEPENDENT UPON THE
PRAYERS OF GOD S PEOPLE. NO PERSON CAN FIGHT THE
~sEIRITUAL _BATTLES OF A LOCAL CHURCH ALONE. PAUL WAS
SENSITIVE TO HIS OWN NEEDS, AND CONSTANTLY ASKED 2 <
CHRISTIANS TO PRAY FOR HIM, THIS IS VITAL AND NOT ~
OPTIONAL. ,(I.REMEMBER HEARING THE STORY OF A WELL-"
KNOWN ‘MISSIONARY WHO RETURNED TO THIS COUNTRY AND
REQUESTED PRAYER FOR A NUMBER OF MISSION STATIONS,

OF THE SPECIFIED NUMBER, AND I THINK IT WAS APPROXI-

E——rty

(MATELY 20, HE RECEIVED THE PROMISE FROM VARIOUS CHURCHES

TO PRAYER FOR APPROXIMATELY GNESHAWLF OF THE NUMBER HE
REQUESTED, = WOULD YOU BELIEVE, ON HIS NEXT TOUR OF DUTY,
THAT THE 10 OR SO THAT RECEIVED SPECIFIC ASSURANCE FOR
PRAYER PROSPERED - THE OTHERS FLOUNDERED!)

Flowx 15teX_
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f A, THAT GQD'S WORD WOULD GO FORWARD UNHINDERED -
2?}; " VERSE

(M XA

e ) PAUL WAS LITERALLY ASKING THAT THE WORD OF
GoD\-RYN_FR PAUL S PRIMARY CONCERN WAS THE .SEREAD
0 HE_WORD O OD, HIS PRAYER WAS FOR THE MINISTRY
OF THE\WORD, THE ONLY WAY TO COUNTERACT SATAN'S WORK
?Eg HIS\LIES IS WITH THE TRUTH OF THE WORD OF GOD,
) . AS A CHRISTIAN PRAY FOR THE MINISTRY OF THE
/- JORD : ENEVER THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED, THE
~ ONE WHO PRQCLAIMS THE WORD IS ENGAGED IN A_SElRlIUAL
MBE. MHE “DEVIL W -DO EVER LN \\ . POWER
1\4 ﬁdm'- A NG O] .' ul blil | IT MAY INVOLVE
VA 'BABY CRYING, EXCESSIVE MOVEMENT AND DISTRACTIONS,
TECHNICAL FAILURES OF EQUIPMENT, WHISPERING AND TALKING
IN THE CONGREGATION, MENTAL DISTRACTION ON OTHER THINGS,
QUR_CHURCH NEEDS TO PRAY THAT THE WORD OF GOD MIGHT
~RUN_EREELY IN OUR CITY, THAT IT MIGHT BE SPREAD ABROAD,
BEGINNING HERE AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, THAT MEN MAY
HEAR THE GOSPEL AND BE SAVED AND GOD GLORIFIED THROUGH

THIS ACTIVITY.,  NOTHING.IN.A_CHURCH.IS MORE IMPORTANT
wLHAN.THE _PREACHING OF _GOD._S_WORD.,

M B. THAT PAUL WOULD BE RESCUED FROM EVIL MEN -
VERSE E . ]Q "

“Cud HEREVER GOD'S WORD IS PREACHED, THE DEVIL

TN WILL RAISETUP MEN WHO ACTIMELY_OPPOSE THIS MINISTRY,

. IN EVERY CHURCH, THERE ARE PEOPLE WHOSE PRIMARY INTEREST
IS NOT THE DISSEMINATION OF THE WORD OF GOD.__ THEY ARE

, OPINIONATED AND_DEVOID. QOE _EALIH, —THEIR

.ERESIS.ABE.AEDLJHlURLIuAL_lN.NAIURE_ANn_CHARACIEB
\IHEY WORK AT OBSTRUCTING. ]'HE..E_QRUARR,PRQGRESS_QE_T.HE
ORD OF GOD., :
WAS TO STAY

ND_DIFEERENT WAYS. _PAUL S DESIRE
OUT OF THEIR CLUTCHES. THE DEVIL USES MEN AS WELL AS
CIRCUMSTANCES TO DISRUPT THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL.
THE_WEAPON OF THE BELIEVER AGAINST SUCH MEN IS NOT
RESISTANCE BUT PRAYER, GOD HAS A WAY OF DEALING WITH
PEOPLE WHO OPPOSE THE GOSPEL. PAUL'S MINISTRY WAS
FILLED WITH PEOPLE OF THIS KIND BUT TIME WILL PERMIT
US TO MENTION BUT ONE. (COMPARE.LL TIMOTHY
OPPOSED THE PREACHING OF PAUL, IT MAY BE
~THAT PAUL PREACHED SOMETHING THAT TOUCHED A NERYE IN
ALEXANDER'S LIFE, AND HE SET OUT TO .DLSRUPT PAUL'S
MINISTRY, IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN THROUGH GOSSIP OR LY&NG,
PAUL DOES NOT MENTION THE PROBLEM, BUT HE DOES SUGGEST
THAT .GOD_WOULD DEAL _WITH AL R, WE MAY BE ASSURED
VITY WITH MEN WHO OPPOSE THE MINISTRY OF

\ 4
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~ THE WORD OF GOD, THE ONLY REFERENCE TO ALEXANDER IN
THE BIBLE IS ONE OF A NEGATIVE RESISTANCE TO THE
THINGS OF GoD, NOTE IN II TIMOTHY 4:10 - DEMAS
RETURNED TO THESSALONICA WHEN HE FORSOOK PAUL.
WONDER WHAT WAS SO ATTRACTIVE IN THESSALONICA,)

IT. A DOUBIE-BARRELLED BIBLE PRINCIPLE - vs. 6-15
¢
{ ) . " © %
ﬁjol“\ A A—N-O-RD_ABD.U]-_ID_LEN.E.S.S. Df_';g w7s

P
\' SOME CHRISTIANS HAD MISUNDERSTOOD THE DOCTRINE
OF THE SECOND COMING. THEY HAD GIVEN UP THEIR JOBS
AND OAFEING. IN VERSE O THE/WORD "DISORDERLY
COMES FROM A WORD THAT MEANS TO _PLAY. TRUANT, IT
CARRIES WITH IT THE IDEA OF WHAT SOME PEOPLE USED TO
DO WHEN THEY WOULD PLAY HOOKEY OR SKIP SCHOOL. THESE

WERE PEOPLE WHO LIVED AN wNDESCIRLiNERstdfiE, THEY
WERE THE m OF THEIR DAY, THEY LIKED
JO BE DET ,E9 TABLISHMENT AND GO ABOUT
DOING THEIR OWN THING, THEY WERE DOWNRIGHT_LAZY
AND USED A MISINTERPRETATION OF DOCTRINE TO FURTHER
» THEIR OWN DESIRE .%E.H.QALAND.D.Q—NDLH.LN.G PAUL

ENCOURAGED OTHER LTEVERS TO STAY AWAY FROM SUCH

A PROFESSED BROTHER., ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE, HE IS
OUT OF STEP WITH THE REST OF GOD S PEOPLE AND NEEDS

TO BE CORRECTED:, PAUL USES HIS JOWN_EXAMPLE OF WORKING

WITH HIS OWN HANDS TO FURTHER THE WOR-K OF CHRIST. 0D
HAS NO PLACE IN HIS WORK FOR THE_IDLE L OAFFR., OUR

DISCIPLES, THEY WERE ALL BUSY PEOPLE, WORKING WHEN
THE LORD CALLED THEM, ( / Con.&:/9- 20
“"Neol owmr Otun” P “
B AMORD ABOUT WORK - vs. 10-12 3.7, 1ot
THE JEWS BELIEVED IN THE DIGNITY OF_HONEST
WORK, REGARDLESS OF WHAT KIND OF LABOR A MAN MIGHT
DO, INCLUDING THAT OF BEING A _S@HOLAR, A FATHER WOULD
JEACH HIS SON A TRADE. THERE WAS AN OLD SAYING THAT
A.MAN_WHQ. .DOES NOT_TEACH. HLS. SON A.
«  EVEN THE RABBIS WERE ALSO BAKERS, BARBERS,
CARPENTERS, MASONS AND MANY OTHER TRADES. THE JEWS
WERE CONCERNED THAT ACADEMIC SCHOLARS DID NOT FORGET
» HOW TO WORK WITH THEIR HANDS. MANY PEOPLE TODAY
" BELIEVE THE PHILOSOPHY THAT THE.GOMERMMENT..OR. THE WORLD
wenWES  THEM A LIVING, THIS CANNOT BE FOUND IN THE BIBLE,
THE“WORLD “OWES: THE=CHRISTIAN-NOTHENG, ON THE CONTRARY,
THE CHRISTIAN OWES THE WORLD THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL,
THE CHRISTIAN IS NOT TO EXPECT THE GOVERNMENT, THE
OR ANYONE ELSE TO PROVIDE HIS LIVELIHOOD., WE

R -




GRACIQUS COMMANDS i

ARE EXPECTED TO DO SO OURSELVES! 1IN VERSE 10, PAUL
> LAYS DOWN AN IMPORTANT PRINCIPLE. HE IS NOT TALKING
€ ABout THE_HEAK.OR.LNELRMEDJ BUT RATHER THE_ABLE-
. PERSON WHO_ . WORK, NOWHERE IN THE
BIBLE ARE WE TAUGHT THAT THE CHURCH 1S OBLIGATED TO
HELP THE _MAN WHO IS ABLE. TIQ WORK BUT REFUSES TO DO SO,
THE MAN WHO DOES NOT ENGAGE_IN HONEST TOIL IS APT TO
BECOME, ACCORDING TO VERSE 11, A_BUSYBODY, A BUSYBODY
IS A PERSON WHO IS . THEY DO NOT
HAVE-BYSINESS..QF THEIR._OWN, SO THEY MED 0
~REQPLE_S_AFFAIRS, THEY ENGAGE IN IDLE GOSSTP AND
FRITTER AWAY THEIR TIME MEDDLING IN OTHER PEOPLE'S
BUSINESS, THE MAN OR WOMAN WHO IS ACTIVELY ENGAGED
IN HONEST AND WHOLESOME TOIL WILL NOT HAVE TIME TO
BUSY HIMSELF WITH THE PERSONAL AFFAIRS OF OTHER PEOPLE!
THE BIBLE WOULD WARN US TO KEEP OUR NOSE IN OUR OWN

AFFAIRS AND E TAKE CARE OF THEIR OWN
BUSINESS, GOD LAID DOWN A PRINCIPLE
AFTER HE H D A CURSE UPON THE EARTH, HE

SAID "IN _THE SWEAT OF THY FACE SHALT THOU EAT BREAD,
TILL THOU RETURN UNTO THE GROUND; FOR OUT OF IT WAST
THOU TAKEN: FOR_DUST THOU ART, AND. UNTO DUST SHALT

,-\Juﬂubiuulﬁnh PART OF GOD'S PENALTY, WITH REFERENCE
TO MAN'S SIN AGAINST GOD, WAS THE BURDEN OF WORK,

PART OF WOMAN'S PENALTY WAS PAIN IN CHILD BEARING,

AS LONG AS MAN IS UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, HE MUST

EARN HIS BREAD BY THE LABOR OF HIS OWN HANDS., THIS

IS NOT NECESSARILY A BURDEN, BUT CAN BE BLESSING,

THERE 1S _WHOLESOME THERAPY..TO PRODUCTIVE WORK, (PART

OF OUR PROBLEM IN AMERICA MAY BE THIS VERY THING,

RELATE OUR DISCUSSION WITH RAY..BQWEN WITH REFERENCE

TO THE DISAPPEARANCE OF CRAFTSMEN™TN THE FURNITURE

BUSINESS.) TO THOSE WHO WERE FAITHFUL IN THEIR

RESPONSIBILITIES, BOTH AT HOME AND IN THE CHURCH, |

PAUL INTERJECTS SOME NOTES OF ENCOURAGEMENT, IN YERSE
HE ENCOURAGES MEN NOT TO LOSE HEART. EVERY |

CHRISTIAN KNOWS WHAT IT IS TO BE_PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY

WEARY IN THIS I IFE, THERE IS THE TEMPTATION TO GROW

_DISCOURAGED WHEN WE SEE_OTHERS.

WHO _ARE_NOT _WORKING
NEARLY SO HARD BUT APPEAR TO _BE ACCOMPLISHING EAR.MORE .
IHEU;ENDENCY 1S TO GIVE UP_OR.QUIT.OR.SAY.  WHAT.S..THE..
THERE WERE SOME IN THE THESSALONIAN CHURCH WHO,
IN THE MIDST OF THEIR TROUBLES AND PERSECUTIONS, FELT
o JUST EXACTLY THIS WAY, PAUL ENCOURAGED THEM TO KEEP
ON KEEPING ON. ALSO, IN VERSES 13-15, HE CONTINUES
THIS IDEA OF NOTING-PEOPEE WHO DO NOT OBEY THE WORD
OF GOD AND DO NOT KEEP COMPANY WITH THEM, PAUL KNEW
THAT ERIENDSHIRS ARE VJTAL. WE SHOULD CHOOSE OUR
FRIENDS AMONG THE LORD'S PEOPLE, THIS WILL SAVE US
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MANY HEARTACHES AND HEADACHES. IT MAY CUT DOWN THE
 CIRCLE OF OUR FRIENDSHIPS, BUT OUR FRIENDSHIPS WILL
BE WHOLESOME AND WORTHWHILE. IN THE LONG RUN, IT WILL
SAVE US FROM MANY, MANY DISTRESSES IN LIFE., I WANT
MY CLOSEWFRTENDS TO BE THOSE WHO HAVE COME .UNDER THE
DLSCIPLINE OF THE WORD OF GoD! (REFERENCE T0 BOB
TURLEY" S COMMENT CONCERNING THE DISCIPLINE OF A BIBLE-
PREACHING“CHURCH-AND -1 TS WHOLESOME- EFFECT.IN. .THE LIEE.)

IT1. A DOUBIE-BARRELIED BENEDICTION - verses 16-18
A. PEACE - verse 16

IN THE CLOSING BENEDICTION, PAUL DEALS WITH
TWO GREAT DOCTRINAL WORDS IN THE BIBLE, PEACE AND
GRACE:. IN THE MIDST OF GREAT PERSECUTION AND DIS-
TRESS, WHERE MANY HAD DIED AND SOME WERE LIVING DIS-
ORDERLY LIVES, PAUL GAVE TO THE CHURCH THE BENEDICTION
OF PEMBE. THE ONLY WAY A MAN CAN HAVE PEACE IN HIS
HEART IS To,guaagﬂuga TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. THE
GOD OF ALL PEACE ALONE CAN GIVE US THE PEACE OF GOD,
IN OUR RESTLESS TROUBLED WORLD, NOTHING IS MORE NEEDED
PN AND MORE DESIRED THAN CALM WITHIN, Y OWN TESTIMONY
AFTER HAVING RECEIVED CHRIST AS SAVIOUR, GOING HOME
AND SLEEPING A SLEEP OF PEACE FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER!)

B. GRACE - verse 18

IF EVER A MAN IS GOING TO KNOW GOD, HE WILL
BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THIS WORD., BY GRACE GOD
SAVES US, BY GRACE GOD KEEPS US, AND BY GRACE WE ARE
ENABLED TO LIVE THE CHRISTIAN LIFE TILL WE SEE HIM,
IF YOU AS A CHRISTIAN ARE GOING TO LIVE BY GOD, IT
WILL BE BY HIS GRACE. IF YOU ARE UNSAVED AND OUTSIDE
OF CHRIST, GOD ASKS YOU TO GET SAVED BY GRACE AND NOT
BY YOUR OWN WORKS. COME TO CHRIST AND PLEAD HIS GRACE
AND NOT YOUR GOODNES




