"WHY SHOULD I PRAY|? (Part 3)"

Judges 6:11-L0 h

INTRO: N _Poem

John 1h:12-1k

T think it must be done
I'11 work so very, very hand

From morn till set of sun.
But here is something I have found:
This really doesn't pay,

I always found I've weaker grown
If I have failed to pray.

Sometimes "twas something for myself,
Sometimes it was for God,

Sometimes it was for other folk
That many steps I trod.

But 'tis no matter who 'twas for,
I truthfully must say,

My faith and trust had smaller grown
Because I failed to pray.

Sé am trying hard to learn
That nothing's really great

If it must take my praying time,
So praying has to wait.

It's praying makes me fit to work:
It is my staff and stay,

And work will never be my best,
If I have failed to pray."

o.fndeed, "Not a service God can give us
/ Will a richer harvest bear,
Than this one of intercession,
This blest ministry of prayer.”

nltlon is merely a-wish turned hes :
should remember that prayer is nﬂt‘tanqnerznv
God's retuctance, but taking hold of God's will-
lmo
O-Prayer is COMMUNICATION-#Talking with God
-¢Asking from God
-+Receiving from God
5: 4-See reasons from the Scriptur@s as to
"WHY I SHOULD PRAY?"

-Become sufflehClldimcOuuiacsd o
actually pray

I.-PREVIOUS REASONS------'WHY SHOULD I PRAY?":

vy »

ple ‘_,; ¢fncj 2

.men ought always to pray, & not to fain

2-1 TR B l7——"Pray without ceasing" 2
oy & watch in © same
3= (i 2--"Continue in DPrayev, thanksg1v1ng.ﬁ ‘



’ h-zggﬁfof communlcatlon with our God

%% i2 ;-‘...yet ye havé not, because ye ask not"
2-John 16:24a,b--"Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my

AR R T .
Name: ask, and ye shall recelve..."

3-Dependence is developed s prayer

1iness Of Joy:
...that your joy may be full."

1-John 16:24c--

2-Prov, 10:22--"The blessing of the Lord, it maketh
fTEET‘EEE”ﬁe addeth no sorrow with it."

3-Rom, 8:;32--"He that spared not (even) His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, How shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things?"

L-Délight in the believer's life is experienced thru
answered prayer

O =DISTINCTIVE- - — d _Hears:
1-Pg, 05:2--"0 Thou that hearest prayer, unto Thee shall
all flesh come.
2-HeD g llab--"But without faith it is impossible to pleace
Him,: for he that cometh to God must believe that He
is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently

seek Him."
3-22‘_;§gé;;;"The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth...”
L-Distinetive of our God is that HE HEARS when we pray

and delivereth them out of all their troubles."

2-Ps, 34:4--"I shught the LORD, and He heard me, and
delivered me from all my fears."

3-DSawdiaf--"This poor man cried andothe LORD heard him,
and saved him out of all his troubles."

L-Phs, L:6-7--"Be careful for nothing; but in every

ing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving

let your requests be made known unto God. And the
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus."

5-Dsmiada—- ' Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and He
shall sustain thee: He shall never suffér the right-
eous to be moved."

6- ;_293*_2*7-- 'Casting all your care upon Him, for He
'LAST REASON ------- WHTY SHOULD I PRAYZ2Y
DEMONS TRATION— noiy % oF pa Sor? ~ﬂsw~-f_w' -&;-MG@ PROVES b

el thlnﬂs continue as‘they were from the begimnihg"

-NO_ CHANGE 5 =y
f 2-D¢vastatiao<iggl;§i§%ons—{§g B aSation
‘ ’ " -4N i

o0 second coming



3-Doubters & scoffers_dgfy the w ernatural z
L-Eyery opponent of christianity opposes it on the point

answer to prayer - mnaturally intervenes in man's
affairs

of Virgin Birth
of bodily resurrection

Miracle of new birth

of God indwelling sinners

of God using sinners in His service
of the preservation of the Bible

i the second coming of Christ
3-PROVE here is.a God WHO ANSWERS prayer nmistak-

4-Doubt is DI LED by demonstration in life

S-M -Situation in 1 E{i D25 8ad 236 (summarize
Prayer--18:36-
n_
Reacgion of %’e[‘by he people—-18:3g
e ﬂ}i”iEE t0 RL2Y, as Elijah did, because e answer
’I\ to prayer demonstrates God's power and drives people
v to belief
6-“_---,--Judges 6:12-13 #* Call to Gideon
% Gideon's questions
-3 =re we tributaries?
--WESEe are the miracles?

*¥ Gildeon's conglusion--"But now
the LORD hath *folseken us"
r-Judges 6:1L4--Gideon's commission
-Jud. 6:16--Gideon's promise ;
‘JUd-6=l7"'GiQ§aﬂ'i flesire forg-"Show me a

sign :

-Jud._6: 20-21-,_$ FIRST SIGN

i

Sacrifice prepared & presented

"there rose up fire out of the

rock & consumed.."

-Jud. 6:36-38 ** SECOND SIGN

*¥% Faith strengthening desired for
confirmation

*¥ Fleece set & to be WET

*% "And it was so"

Jud. 6:39-¥* THIRD SIGN

* éihgd t?P now (dry wool)
Is anything too hard for God?"
"An@-itrwas. so’
BT (ORP-BMIH RSV ¥ ekl of God.
Ought to be ready BELIEVE the first

-k—Is it any wonder that with thgsg DEMONSTRATIONS
% of God's power, Gideon was willing to go to » ‘




battle with the Midianites, even when God thinned =

the ranks of Gideon's army to 2 0 a alnst l 2.00
-God: PROVES ger in answer TO G1 eon's prayers
tes HIS SUPERIORITY over the

enemy
[5- Moses before Esgiaah for Israel
Demand tO L PLE GO" :
- Pharoah s refusal----=-=--=--- repeatedly ‘ii'
o es %% Rods made into serpents (7:16-12)
%% Waters of river turned to blood (7:2C
%% Tnvasion of frogs (8:6)
%% Dust turned to lice or sand
_ flies (8:16-18) 7
—$Magicians' evaluation: "FHIS IS THE FINGER OF GoD" °

:6- lO-—Descrlptlon of Elymas or Bar-Jesus
st on of D1v1ne Power

! _W--"You must make up your own mindsito

accept or to reject it (the miraculous); but you
cannot cut out the marvellous from the rest, nor
can you believe that either Paul or Luke was a
mere victim of halu01nat10ns." (P.87)

-Paul & Barnabas .

TSedudilaiiige? in ‘pover
-Flymas was blinded

4-Sergius Paulus was "astonished at the doctrine of &.‘
the Lord"=="STRUCK TO THE HEART"

-CBEEEEEen 1cd_to
-Conviction was TINFLICTED" in response to believ-
ing prayer (which is implied in the passage)

T w-r;
,4“' x -

C FT OF MIRACLES
O_That went ou “With the early stages of the Church age
3-Even in apostolic times it was never true that every saved
person worked miracles or had signs following him
4-We are talking about Dlvlne 1ntexvent10n in the: affalrs
of human life "0 DEMC ,_His miracula
answer to prayerAEDrunkarés converted

Harlots purified
.~Hippies transformed
<~Bodies healed
=Loved ones saved
~--Jobs provided
<-Revivals experienced
.-Lives revolutionized
-Peace brought to troubled lives U
5-Such answers to prayer wil% cagtu;g thewakbention of un-
saved friends so that they give hearing to our life trans-

forming message of Christ

iIthtle boy ‘was 1ll & ready to d1e

P



{-Parents & older brothers were believers

-Round of prayer for several days & nights around
the clock

-Each taking turn between field work & chores
LFlnally raised up & healed

m to us all--Dwig

id Eisenhower

h gwk -One of\thdgmterestlnc 1nc1dents that come out of

the annals of old England is that of the conversion of
two great men who were kkeptics.
One was the eminent m The other wa S™ESa"
JEESseePan, fomous English jurist & a light in the literary world
They were agreed that Christianity should be destroyed,
but they further agreed that in order to destroy it, two things
were necessary.
‘ ve the resurrechion of Jesus and ex- |
plain the conversion of Saul in a way that met the demands of
skepticism. was a task for each of these master minds,
and each accepted his task[
WEST assumed the task of getting rld of the resurrec-
tion, and LITTERETON would dispose “of

ﬁggt;gg on the Damascus road.. They took ample time, a year or
more, and then came er to compare notes.

When the met~.: HWERE CHRISTIANS, each confessing to
his conve?!!sﬁ-g§x5-525ult of his own research. The resurrec-
tion fact withstood th iendly, but i
%%ation, as did also that of Saul's conversion.

SZEEEUS--Some years ago Charles B, Fuller was holding meetings

in the fin- e in Waterloo, Iowa. That
roof literally i ain that was driving down on it,
when Dr. Fuller stepped to the microphone to pray:

"LORD, IF YOU DON"T STOP THE RAIN, the 0ld Fashioned
Revival Hour won't be able to go out over the air.
For Jesus sake, please stop the rain.”
Within 3 minutes the rain stopped _abruptly & the program was
g %

prosdcase tfthout interference. 5 minutes after the pro-
gram was over, a dounpour drenche he homegoing crowd.

ll-‘—Arrangements were made on one occasion for a lecture
to be given by the agnostic lecturer & forceful orator,
Ul It was feared by a small group of believers in the
city that his visit would do great spiritual harm to the youth
of the place.

They covenahted ]
God for the-hiilidering of the meeting. The evening came, how-
ever, & Bradlaug appeared on the platform before a capacity
audience

Was the prayer of that earnest group to ge unanswered?
After the introductory remarks by the chairman, the infidel
stepped to the front and began to spekk.

"Ladies and centlemen,' he said, & passed his hand
over his fg?gﬁggﬁf'"ﬂi§§§'§‘a 3rd time he repeated those words,
and then, turnlnc to tRe chairman, he sald . : “REASON

G CTOUDED' T AM UNABIE . 1 am sorry

e audience. -———Bradlauch never returned thege“‘




_TLIUS--There was a Chlnese boz who was just a new christian. =
His mother was no eliever, and she often persecu-

ted him. One night on his return home, she told him he could

not go to the church on the morrow, and threatened him with

punlshment if he opposed her.

LING WEL was in great trouble. He went to his
room and moaned: shall T do? My teacher will think that
T have gone back to my idols if I do not go to church.'

o Just then the door opened and his friend in the fﬁith
CHENG, emtered. He told Cheng, "My heart is so sad. When I

came home, my mother told me I must give up my falth & she has
hidden my clothes so I cannot go to church tomorrow."

replled "g chlnesilboi or man must mind his
an PRAY Let _us pray

The two friends pouwred out their prayers to the God
who hears the prayers of His children. As time passed they
prayed both for LING WEI to be able to attend church, but also
for the conversion of his heathen mother.

SUDDENLY the door was opened & Ling Wei's mother stood
in the doorway. "Oh, my dream. My Dream." she cried.

' e in a dream to let you alone, Or.
He would punish me. Here are your clothes. YOu may go to

church whenever you desire, I will hinder you no more.

1-By prayer -%gng_naggages & promises in the gospels
-Some are dispensationally for Israel p
-Therefore their applicability to us may be ‘.‘

questionable
is clearl “H TRUTH"

2'5%%“-‘&‘&2" erily, verily, say unto you, He that believ-
eth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater
than these shall he do; bécause I go unto My Father."

3-A promis ofm
p?oﬁ%se to "he that believeth on Me"

No llmlta ion to d1501ples or Apostles

1",

Fokr :li-lh--"And whatsoever ye shall ask in My name,
at wil 0, that the Father may be glorified in the

Son. If ye shall ask any thing in My name, I will do

clorlfﬁed in the Son,
—Whenever we can afk

3-The Qormula ;ili;ngle

L-The principle is.clear
5-As Phillips Brooks said: "fe should remember that prayer is

not conquering God's reluctance, but taking heold of God's
willingness."
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BOORUM & PEASE “

n

OlEA

|coneruson: ( . 5

2-DEPENDENCE- === == -ceoo- God's method
3=DELIGHT-==-=--cemmem Fullness of joy
L DISTINCTIVE=~—<--caca- God hears
5-DELIVERANCE-=-----=---= God answers
6-DEMONSTRATION----== -~ God proves

o - et 1
7—The1:efqre ...... I OUGHT to pray ..

‘ h who had '
boasted that he could meet any argument that a Christian |
could make to him. An old Deacon heard this boast and he &
his dear wife spent the night {ill 2200 Gedieipkaimng for

the blacksmith, that he might be saved. |

The next morning the Deacon went over to see |
the blacksmith. As he entered the shop, the blacksmith was
hard at work. The Deacon said: "My' wife and I prayef for
you until 3:00 a.m. 1s morning."  Then his eyes filled
with tears, & he turned ayay s & left the blacksmith standing
at the forge.

When the Deacon arrived back home, he said to
his wife. "I've made a fool of myself; it was all for noth-
ing. When I saw him, T just broke down, & couldn't talk to
him at all.

In the meantime, the meme. He
said to his wife: "I heard a new argumen this morning.

The old Deacon drove in to see me & he told me that he & his
wife had prayeéd feor me until 3+00 this morming. Then he
sobbed & went away."

The blacksmith said to his wife: "Let's take
a ride out & see him. T¥d-Eike to talk with ‘him.
. ND IN A NTS AFTER THEY MET, THE
BLACKSMITH WAS We old Deacon to receive

the Lord as His very own.

2-Prayer will r through to har@ hearts
iracle power of God
Miracle life transformation

3-Therefore
ame SRR

Westbrae--8/3/69--"Near To The Heart Of God"-------- 336
"What A Friend We Have In Jesus"--384
"Take Time To Be HOly"--------oooo 37h






"JEHDVAH-SHALO$"=;"The LORD Our Peace" Judges 6:24
INTRO:

, A.-Occasion Of The Revelation:
i 1-200+ years since Israel entered Canaan under Josuah
(.\ --Land conquered & divided
--But no national unity
--No central govermment or worship
--"Every man did that which was right in his own
eyes"
2-Israel FORGOT GOD--Turned to the gods of the pagans
round about them
--Tdolatry
--Moral abominations
--No longer "SEPARATE" unto God
--Forgot their sense of "mission"
--Settled for MATERIALISM
3-Cycle of God's dealing:

Cry of Repentance

Misery
Bondage Deliverance
Idolatry Restlessness

Backsliding

L-Planted without reaping
Alternating prosperity & adversity
5-Time of severe Midianite oppression

B.-Call Of God To Gideon:
1-Where Gideon was--Judges 6:11
2-Call of God--6:12
3-QUESTION--6:13
4-Commission--6:1k
5-Excuses or Humility 2?2--6:15
6-Answer of the IORD--6:16
T-Reassurance needed--6:17-18
8-Sacrificing ALL FOR GOD--6:19-20
O-First sign--6:21
W - 10-Gideon's realization--6:22

i 1l-Jehovah's Promise--6:23

12-Gideon's Response--6:24

.I.-THE MEANING AND USE OF "Shalom'":

f'\ A.-Various Shades Of Meaning:
1-"WHOLE"--Deut. 27:6
2-"FINISHED"--Dan. 5:26

--1 Kings 9:25
3-"FULL"--Gen. 15:16
L-"MAKE GOOD"--Ex. 21:34; 22:5-6
5-"WELFARE" and "WELL"--Gen. L43:27

\ --2 Sam. 20:9



6-"RENDER" and "PAY"--Ps. 50:1k s,
. --Deut. 23:21
7- "PERFECT" about 20 times--1 Chron. 29:19
--1 Kings 8:61
8- S0--Harmony of relationship or reconciliation based
upon the completion of a transaction, payment of
a debt or giving of satisfaction.

.-Major Use & Meaning:
1-"PEACE"--Over 170 times
--Expression of the deepest desire & need of
the human heart
--Contentment & satisfaction in life
2-In Solomon's day--1 Kings 4:25
3-In reign of Messiah--Jer. 23:6
4-Tn Name of Messiah--Isa. 9:6
5-As PEACE OFFERING--Lev. 33 Tall-21
--Restoration of fellowship
--Satisfaction of the broken law
--Accomplished by a BLOOD OFFERING.

II.-JEHOVAH---THE SOURCE OF ALL PEACE:

A.-His Own Person Is Perfect Peace:
1-His NATURE is "peace"
2-Not disturbed by sin & corruption in the world
3-His possesses and IS "PEACE" in order to be able to
give "peace" to others
4-This is our hope and assurance \-I

B.-His Attitude Toward Man Is Peace: Codrast Toa, STiEL 122
| 1l-Source of our peace--Jer. 29:11-"
--Tsa. 48:18— Read 481618
2-Blessings to Israel--Lev. 26:3, 6
| —-Ps. 29:11
| --Isa. 26:12
3-Future peace--Isa. 66:12
4-Priestly benediction culminates with PEACE--Num 6:2L4-26

ITT.-THE PRESENCE OF JEHOVAH IS PEACE:

A.-Tsrael's Experience
1-Jehovah appeared to Gideon:
--Speaks "PEACE" to Gideon (Jud. 6:23)
--Gldeon responds with an altar named JEHOVAH-
SHATLOM
--Striking manifestation of Jehovah to Gideon
*% Of Othniel it is stated that the Spirit of
Jehovah came upon him (3:10) )
*% Of #hud it is said that the Iord raised up
another judge (3:5)
*% %ﬁf%ﬁ is called thru the prophetess Deborah
*¥ But to Gideon Jehovah appears HIMSELF,
and speaks "PEACE"



A

2-VERY APPROPRTATE revelation to Gideon for a time of \
declension, restlessness, bondage & misery:
--After the conquest of Canaan, Israel should have
entered into its rest, typical of that rest spok-
en of in Hebrews 4
--Moses spoke of this rest
--Deut. 12:9--"For ye are not as yet come to the
rest and to the inheritance, which the LORD your
God giveth you."
--WHERE is such rest to be found?
--Never in the wilderness wandering
--Only in that "OVER JORDAN" experience (12:10)
where there is victory & rest in the midst of
conflict
3-2 Chron. 15:8-5a
L-How thankful & faithful I ought to be for the"better"
promises given to the Church age believer:
--Mt. 28:20
--Heb. 13:5

B.-Church's Experience:
1-"God of Peace'--Freguently-used name of God in N.T.
~~Rom. 15:33; & Cor, 13:11; Heb. 13:20

2-Jesus speaks of "MY PEACE"--John 1k4:27

--John 16:33

--Matt. 11:28-29
3-Prophecies related to Jesus Christ as "PRINCE OF PEACE'

(Isa. 9:6)--Tuke 1:78-79

--Tuke 2:14
L-Frequent greeting of Jesus was "PEACE be unto you" (Ik.
2k:36)
5-Jesus provides us PEACE--Rom. 5:1
--Col. 1:20
--Col. 3:15
--Phs. 4:6-7 =

6-Church's message:
--PETER--"The word which God sent unto the children
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ:
(He is Lord of all:)" (Acts. 10:36)
--PAUL--"And came and preached peace to you which
were afar off, and to them that were nigh."
(Eph. 2:17)

C.-Warning:
1-Thru Jesus Christ we have Peace WITH God
2-He is to us the Peace OF God
3-There is NO HOPE OF PEACE apart from Him
--In salvation
--In daily fellowship
--Isa. 32:17--"And the work of righteous-
ness shall be peace; and the effect of
righteousness quietness and assurance.
for ever."
L -PROMISE--"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose
mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth ir
Thee." (Isa. 26:3)






